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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BKNGAIi, 

His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Victoe Alexaicbre Geoege Roi||Urr 
BiTLWER-IiYTrow, KaH of Lytton, P.C., G.C.LK. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXEtJimVK (X)UNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bun Cuand Mahtab, K.C.S.I., KXM.E., I.0.M.» 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, Vice-rresideut, in charge of 
the following portfolios'^ 

1 . liund RereniW. 

2. liUnd Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

6. Excluded Areas. 

0. European hklucalion. 

The Hon’ble Sir Aiu>-ck-Rahiii, Kt., in charge of the following port- 
folios : — 

1. Judicial. 

2 . Emigration. 

3. Immigration, 

4. Jurisdiction, 

5. I^egislative. 

6. Haj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEriiKNsoN, C.S.I,, C.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolios : — 

1. t Appointment. 

2. Political — excluding Haj PilgAmage. 

3. Polic^e. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, ('.l.E., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Blrenoe. 

8. Commerce and Reeerred Industriai Subjects. 

4. ll^aiine. 
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OOVEENMENT OF BENGAL. 


MINISTEEB. 

The Hon’ble Sir Sueendha Nath Banerjea, Kt., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios : — 

Local Self-Oovenmient and Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Phovasu Chunijek Miitee, C.I.E., in charge of the 
following |>ortfolio : — 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Aij Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
C.I.E., in charge of the following portfolios : — 

Agriculture and Public Works. 



GOVERNMENT OP BENGAl.. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICKRS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 




President. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton. C.I.E. 

Depoty-Presiiient. 
Babu SuHENDRA Nath IUy. 


Secretary to the Council — ('. Tindam., C.I.E., I.C.S. 
Deputy Secretary — A. M. IIuTcinsoN. 

Assistant Secn‘tary to the Council. — K. N. MA/rMDAit. 
Registrar to the Council— J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Addy, Balm Aniulya Dlione. (Benf?al Natuinal ('luimljer of Commerce ) 
Afml, Nawnbzuda K. M., Khan Bahadur [Darca (''ity (Muhammadan)/] 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Knmduddin. [UajHhahi South (Muham* 
mailan).] 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Waaimuddin. [Pahna (Muhammoilan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. [Bukarjfunj \V(wt (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi llafi Uddin [.Teasore Simth (Muhammadan). [ 

Ahmed, ilaulvi Yakuinuddin. I Dinajpur (Muhatnmadan). ] 

Ahmed, Mi. M. [Faridpur South ( Muhammadan), j 
Ahmed, Munshi dafar. [Noakhali ( Muhammadan). J 
Aley, Mr, S. Mahho(d). ( (^lUnitta S<mth (Muhammadan).) 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Miiknood. [ Barraekjxire Muniri|>al (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Mr, Syed Erfun. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Syed Nasim. f24-ParganaM Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Amir. [('hitUgon^^ (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Ayuh. [('hitta^^on/; (Muhammadan).] 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. [Mymenainj^h Weal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. [Dacca Koat Rural (Muham- 
^ madan).] 

B 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Pargani# 
Municipal (Non-Muhanunadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. l^ramathanath. [('alputta Kant (Non-Muhammadan.], 
Banerjee, Eai Bahadur Abiiiash Chandra. [Birbhum ( Non-Muham- 
madan).] « 

Barma, Kai Sahib Panchanan. [Ranjrpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Baau, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Mubnmmadan). ] 
Bentley, Dr. C. A. (Eipert, Nominated.) 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — labour- 
ing ClaMea.} 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominate<l Official.) 

Boee, Mr. R. M. [Mymenaingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Caiey, Mr. W. L, (Indian Mining Aaaociation.) 

Chaudhtin, Babu Kiahori Molian. [Rajahabi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
CkandKuri. %bu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
madan).] 

ChaucHiuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Pargana8 Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Ehan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Myrnensingh Ea«t (Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Ehan Bahadur Miaulvi Rahmatjan. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Colvin, Mr. G. L. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Currie, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

D 

Das, Babu Bhismadev. (Nominated Non-official — Depressed Classes.) 
Das, Mr, S. R. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

De, Rai Bahadur Fanindralal. [Hooghly cum Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Deare, Major-General B. H, (Nominated Official.) 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A, [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the Hon’ble Mr. J. (Memlw, Executive Council.) 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Mr. A joy Chunder. [Bankura East (Non -Muhammadan).} 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. HarMhan. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Dutta. Babu Annada Charon. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

I 

Emerson, Mr. T. (Nominated Official,) 

W 

Faroqui, Mr. E. G. M. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Bufdwan (Emopsmi),] 
Frenoh, Mr. F. C. (Nominated Official.) 

i 
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Q 

Gbatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmaui. [Malda (Non-Mubammadan),] 

Gboae, Mr. D. C. [24-Pargaiiaa Rural South (Nou-Mubaiuiuadau).] 
Gbose, Rai Bahadur Jogoudra Chunder. (Calcutta University.) 
Goode, Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. FaKl-ul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shall Syed Emdndul. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. (NominatiHl Official.) 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq, Maulvi Ekraraul. [ M ursliidnhod (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Md. Madas-sur. [Burdwan Division North (Muham- 
motian).] 


<1 

Jame.s, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Janah, Babu Sarat (Jiaiidra. [Midim|H)re South (Non-Muhummadan).] 

K 

Karim, Maulvi FaElal. [Bakarganj, South (Muhammadan).] 

Kliaitan, Babu Devi I'rosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Dt^wuidra lail. [ Midiinfiore North (Non- Muhammadan).] 
KKan, Maulvi llamid-ud-din. [Rniigpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Rafique Uddin. [Mymensingh East (Muhain* 
madan ) . ] 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
North (Muhammadan).] 


L 

liang, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Law, Raja Reshee Caae. (Bengal National Cliaroher of Commerce.) 
Leelie, Mr. W. L. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

M 

Mah&rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon'ble. (Member, Exeou* 
live Council. ) 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Mubammadan).] 
Marr, Mr. A. (Nominated 
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MoAipin, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan) . ] 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. (Minister, Presidency I^andholders. ) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commei'ce.) 

Muir, Mr. R. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly cnvi Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan). 1 

Mukherjee, Babu Niiya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-official — The Indian 
Christian Community.) 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sanit Chandra. [Midnaiwre South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


N. 


Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-Parganss Munici[)el South (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Nasker, Babu Hem (’handra. [24-Purganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammndan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jiibbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Philip, Mr. j. Y. (Bengal (^hamlx'r of (’onimerce. ) 

Poddar. Babu Keshorum. (Bengal Marwari Association.) , 

p 

R 

Raheem, Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Baikal, Mr, Pn^sanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Alxlur. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Parganas Munioipiu 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhamwar. (Rajshahi l4indhoIders.) 

Bay, Rai Bahadur ITpendra Lai. (Chittagong l4indholdeni. ) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojeiidra Sishor. (Dacca lAhdholdera.) 
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Bay Chaadhurif Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-offioiai— 
Labonring Classes.) 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. [Mymensingh Wait (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. [Furidpur South (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Ruml (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. (Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. G. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. J. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabhu.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. (Burdwan T^andholders.) 

Roy, Raja ManiloII Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Nun-Muhumnmdun). | 

8 

Salam, Khan Baliadiir Maulvi Abdu.s. [Jessore North ( MuhammadanC ) 
Sarkar, Babu Joge.sh ('handra. [ ILingpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Kishindra Nath. [Bunkura West (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Sen, Babu Mani Lai. (Exi>ert, Nominated.) 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayun. [Miushidabad (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Skinner, Mr. H. E, (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephen.son, the Hon’ hie Mr. 11. L. (MemW, Executive ('ouncil.) 
Stuart-Williams, Mr. S. C. (.Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan). ] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassau. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shahe<»d. [Burdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan).] 


T 

Travers, Mr. W. li. [Rajshnhi (European).] 


V. 


Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(OfRciai Report of the Eleventh Session.) 

VOLUME Xi--Ne. 2. 

Proooeilings of the Bengal Legislative Ceunoil assembled under 
the provisions of the CovemmMt of India Aot. 

Thk (^nnx'il met in the (\>unril ("‘hiirnWr in the Town Hull, (’ulcuiU, 
on Monday, the 12th February, 192d, at 3 i*.M. 


The Hon^ble the PreHident in the (’hair, the four Hon’ble Meml>©rv 
of the Exeeutive Council, the three Ilon’hle Ministers, and KX) nomi- 
nated and electe<l memljera. 

Oath or affirmation. 

The followin^r members made an oath or afiBrnmlion of their allegiance 
to the Grown : — 

Dr. 0. A. Bentley. 

Babu Manx Tml Sen. 

Mr. S. C. Mckewi. 


ttarrod Questions 

(to wfiioh oral aimvers ware given). 

FmMptt^Bhaiva-MadwIpiir railway projeot 

*LVIII. Khan Bahadur Maulvi RAHMAT4AN OHOUDHURYt 

(a) la the Hon'We the Minister in charge of the Department of Public 
Works aware of the difficulty of communication between the head- 
quartew aUtion of Faridpur and Bhanga. and also between that head- 
quarters and ita aubdiviaion MadaripurP 

{h) Will Uxe Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state what progrese, 
if any, has been made in the matter of a proposed railway eonneoting 
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Fftridpur, Bhanga, and Madaripur since the reply given the Hon’ble 
the Minister to unstarred question No. 253 put by Babu Bhisbmadev 
Das on the 22Dd Mhrch, 1922 ? • 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving a 
prior place to this proposed line in the railway programme of the 
province this year ? 

MINitTER in olMrge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’Mo tho Nanrab Soiyiil Nawib All Choudfiuri, Khan BahoBur): 

(a) Yes. 

(5) No progress has bt'en made since. The Railway Board are 
awaiting the traffic prospects report. 

(c) Government will consider tho matter after the Railway Board 
have accepted the project. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi RAHMATdAN CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister l)e pleased to state whether the traffic survey has 
been finished or not? 

Tho Hon’Mt the NawMi 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadlirt I should like to have notice. Unless I make an inquiry 
I cannot give an off-hand reply. 

Railway lino from Khulna to Barisal. 

aiX. Khan BMMdur Mhulvf RAHMAT4AN CHOUDHURY: 

(fj) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deiiartment of 
Public Works Iw pleased to state whether tlie Government ore consider- 
ing the desirability of moving the proi^er authorities for expediting the 
opening out of a railway line from Khulna to Barisal? 

(b) Will the ITon’ble the Minister l>e please<l to state whether this 
matter was ever taken up by the Government? 

Tho Hon*Mo tho Nawah BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) and (b) The memlier is referred to the reply given 
to unstarred question No. 177 on the 22nd February, 1922. 


Mombwa ol looal Logialalivo Counoli for Bakarganl ai of 

Bartel fait. 

•LX. Ral NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA Bahaddri (m) 

Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department ol Bevenoe 
(Jailii) be pleased to state whether any member of this OounoO lor 
Balwrganj hm been appcnnted a non-official visitor of the distriol jaS 
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S8 provided for by clautie (7) of rule 63 of Chapter lY of the roviaodl 
Bengal Jail Code? If not» why not? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be alao pleaaed to state whether 
any new uon-otficial visitor for the said jail has been appointed since 
the amendment of the Code ? 


(r) If so, will the Hon’ble the Memln^r be please<l to state the 
reasons why members of Council were not apjwiuted in conformity with 
the aforesaid rule? 


SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Mar in the of the Hoti'Me Mr. H. L. StiphMiaMi)i 

(a) and (h) Yes. 

(r) The question d(H»s not arise. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA BaliMitirs Who is the 

memlH'f of this Council who hnn Wn apjs>int(Hl a non-oftitual visiltn*? 
Mr. A. MARR: I must have notice of that question. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahoduri In the answer, 

it is stated ** yes.” What is the name of the memln'r? 

Mr. PRESIDENT (tho Hon’Sli Mr. H. E. A. CoUoR): You had 

your answer. The answer given by Mr. Marr wiw quite comprehensive. 


Honorary pfiytieiant and aurgoona in Madioal CoNago Hoapital and 
Cangibill Hoapital. 

«LXI. Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: (n) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of T^ocal SelMiovernment be 
pleased to state whether any stejis are Wing taken to enti'rtein honorary 
physicians and surgeons — 

(t) in the Medical College Hospital (Jiroup; and 
(tf ) in the Campbell Hospital ? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) how many beds are going to be placed in charge of each hono- 
rary physician and honorary surgeon; and 
(U) what opportunities of clinical teaching and practir^il work are 
being extended to what is termed “ The Independent Private 
Medical PraetitioQera ? 


MINISTER IM Sli««i tf DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELP» 
eOVERNMENT (tBt HfiPMs Sir SunMN NMS BiiiirJiB)i (a) <t) 
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No honorary physicians or surgeons Lave been appointed for the Medical 
College Hospital. The matter is under consideration. 

(ti) An honorary surgeon and an honorary physician have already 
been appointed at the Campbell Hospital. 

(b) (i) and (it) The honorary surgeon appointed at the Cami>bell 
Hospital has been placed in charge of the Surgical Out-Patients Depart- 
ment including the special Skin Deportment, while the honorary phj^si- 
^ cian who will have duties as a Clinical Teacher, has been placed in 
charge of the Oui-t^atients Department which deals with diseases of the 
nose, ear, and throat. 

No beds at present have been placed in charge of these officers. 
They will obtain a wide and valuable experience in those branches 
of surgery and medicine for which they are made responsible at the 
Campbell Hospital. 


Unttamii Quattiom 

(afmrtrt to whioh ororo laid on tho taWo). 

Oiftlirook of flro tt the AN-India Exhiliition at Bhoaraniporo. 

887. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government \mm drawn to the outbreak of tire which has caused the 
destruction of the exhibits of the All-India Exhibition held at Bhowani- 
pore (Calcutta)? 

(6) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) what are the causes of the outbreak of Are; and 
(ti) what punishment, if any, has been inflicted on the persons res- 
ponsible for the same? 

Tha Hon’Mo fir tURENORA NATH BANERdEA: {a) Yes. 

(b) (i) So far as can be ascertained from inquiries made, the Are 
commenced in a shed on the north side of the Exhibition occupied by 
K. C. Dey & Sons of No. 96, Ix>wer Chitpur Rood. A pressure oil lamp 
(German) was being pumped up for demonstration purposes. It ignited 
and set Are to the shed. 

(it) As the cause was accidental, this question does not arise. 


Oiubi In CalMitia oo w B u ot i ng lottvioi. 

8I8. Mr* H. BARTON t (<t) With referenoe to the answers given 
to my unstsired question No. 61 on the 21st Novembw, lS2Zf will tim 
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the MemW iti rharpe of the Police Dejnirtiiient Ik* phniwnl to 
•tate whether the noii-eiifon-eiueiit of the provij^iona of scH'tion 294A of 
the Indian IVnal UcKie is to In* takiMi its an ussiirance that such t lutw 
will not he interfen^d with in tin* c‘oiidiu-t of lofteriesJ* 

(h) If not, what steps, if any. do the (loverntneiit pro|H)se to take 
to give effect to the provisitjns of the Indian IVnal Uinle in this lesinHt? 

MEMBER in oNrga ol POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bit 
Mr. H. L. Staphenson) : and {!>) (toverninent saiutitm fwosec'Utiona 

under miction Indian Penak (\Hle. when they att* inlviae<l that 

the law has Is^en nifnn^jed and they consider it desiruhh* in the public 
interest that a prosecution should 1 h‘ instituted. 


Grants for femalo oduoation. 

359. Babu JATINORA NATH BA8U: (o) Is the Ilon'hle the 
Minist<*r in charp* of (lie I)c‘pai tment «>f Kducation aware of the fact 
that the ^aiits piiss<*<l by tin* ('ouncii in duly and Au>?ust, Pd’d‘d, bir 
promotion of women's cdinjition tliroujrh non-ofhcia| a^en<M<*s have not 
Iwn made in full? 

( If not, what is the amount remaiiiinjf un|>aid, and what is the 
rea.son for (In* saine not |>aid? 

tc) Is the Ilon’ldc the Mini'^ter awan* that the grants intended for 
the (fokliale Memorial S<hool. the Victoria Institution, the 4l|^hmo 
dirls’ Sdnsd. and the Nari Sikslia Sainiti have not Wn made? 

{(I) Is the Ifoirble the Minister aware (hat tlie non-piiyincnt of the 
grants is causing inronveiuenee? 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tbo 
Hon'Mo Mr. P. C. Mittor); (a) and (A> An amount of Us. IdKldKK) 
was voted at the last diiK ses**i«m but an aniou»>l of Us, has 

since Wn retrencluNl in view of the prevailing financial situation leaving 
a balance of Rs. 39, (KK) available for the eiictnirugement of female 
education. Of this a sum of aWt Hs. IM.OOP has already Wn paid. 
Proposals n*garding (he distribution of the remainder are under con- 
sideration. The delay in isiving the grants has Wn due |)artly to the 
necessity of discu.ssing jsissihle rtMluction in the grant saririione<l and 
partly to the delay in receiving definite i?ro|K>sals. 

(c) Grants intended for the Gokhale Memorial Sch<K>l, the Vlct<»na 
Institution, and the Brahmo Girls’ SehiHd have already been paid. Pro- 
posals regarding the grant to l»e made to the Nari Siksha Samiti are 
at present under the consideration of Government. 

(d) There is no doubt that delay in receiving an expected grant 
Cannes some inconvenience. 
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360. Mauivi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: (a) Is ill 

Hoii’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Work 
aware that great inconvenience is being felt by the public, especial! 
in the rainy season, owing to the want of a shed or waiting room a 
Nimtita, a station on the B. A. K. Railway, E. I. R. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Railway Comiiany has recently sauctionei 
the ere(‘tioji of u station building at Nimtita without making any pro 
vision for a shed or waiting room for passengers? 

(r) If so, are the (lovernment considering the desirability of movinj 
the Railway authority to take up the construction of a waiting roon 
along with the station building? 

The Hon’ble the Naweb 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI 
Khan Bahahdur: (n) No. 

(h) (lovcMiiment have no information. 

(r) (lovernment will draw the attention of the Ag(‘nt to the subject 
matter of the (jucstion. 


Fioilitiee and privileges to bona hdo ” agriculturists for 
agrioultural education and services. 

361. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Ministei 
in of the Depiuiinent of Agriculture and Industries be pleasec 

to state — 

(i) whether any siK'cial facilities and privileges ore provided foi 
sons of agriculturists in the matter of their admission ink 
agricultural schools and services; 

(it) how many of them have lieen admitted; 

(lit) how many agricultural associations have Wen formed; 

(ir) how many hona fitic cultivators are members of those associs' 
tions; and ^ 

(?^) what work have the said cultivators done? 

(b) Will the Ilon'hle the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have In^en taken to redress the grievances mentioned in th< 
addresses presented to the Hon’hle the Minister at Gopalganj by the 
agricultural associations of Orakandi and other places? 

MINISTER in oborgo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE vN 
INOUiTRIES (the Hon’blo tbo Nmvib Biiyid Nwvab Ali ChmidiiMri, 
Khill Btbodur): (a) Very special facilitiee and privileges are provided 
for the sons of agricuUarists in the matter of admission into agrionl- 
turml schools* Complete details will be found in the prospectus of the 
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CSkinsuni School, cojTy of which is laid on the liilwary table, hut the 
following outstanding facilities and privileges are mentioned :•«— 

(1) Candidates for admission must he sons of cultivniors and they 
must produce a certificate from the President l^anchayat to this effect. 

(2) Candidates must declare their intention to continue cultivation 
on their leaving the school. Tlii.s condition is a {mictical means of 
excluding all except cultivators. 

(3) Each pupil receives a 8ti|iend of Us. 2t) per mensem. VHien 
exception.s are made they do not get Hti[MMid. 

(4) Each student is provided in the hostel with a bedstead, mos- 
quito-net and all necc.ssary furniture. 

In the matter of admis.Hion into the servii'es pn>fertMn>e will in all 
cases lie given to the sons of fmnn fith cultivators who have jaissed 
through the schisds. 

(it) S«’venty-six students were mlmitted during the year 1922 in the 
two schfH)ls of Dacca and ('hiiHimi of whom (HI are sons of agricul- 
turists. 

(m) There are 013 agricultuial associations in IJengal. 

(ir) (Government have no exact information hut a large iniinWr of 
the menihers are bona fide cultivators. 

(r) Uefercnco is invited to the Depirt mental Annual Ue|>ort. 

(h) Action is beitig taken so far as practirahle, in regard to sucUt 
of the items, referred to in the address<»H. oh fall within the sroiie of 
this de{iartment. 


Ocfalottiom by bead oailNer of CaloutUi Poitoe Courts. 

m. Mr. AdOY CHUNDER OUTT: (a) Will the Ifon'lde the 
Member in charge of the Judicial l)f‘partmeig Iw pleamo] to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount of defalcations of Government 
money by the head (.cashier of the Calcutta I^ilice Courts? 

(b) If the audit is not finished, are the Government considering the 
desiralnlity that the audit should lie continued from the date on which 
this cashier took charge of the treasury? 

(c) WOl the Hon*hle the Mernlier he {deased to state whether the 
accounts and cash of this court were checked and verified daily as 
directed by the High Court circulars? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state what 
itepa, if any. are the Oovemment taking against the officer or official 
entnisted with the checking and verification of accounts? 
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(e) Will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) what steps are beiug taken for the realization of the losa 

sustained by this embezzlement, and 

(n) wbat Hte{is are proposed to be taken to prevent a recurrence of 

such losses in the future? 

(/) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what is the 
usual i)r(M;e<lure adopted by Government for compensating itself for 
losses sustained by the negligence or carelessness of iU officials? 

(//) AVill the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether all 
precautions as laid down in the Board’s circular orders and in Govern- 
ment orders with regard to the apj^intment of a cashier and with 
regard to the daily verification of accounts were observed, and whether 
bonds or sufficient securities in accordance with the Bmird’s circular 
orders were taken from the cashier? 

(h) Will the Ifcurble the MemlK‘r bo pleose<l to state — 

(i) how' many ins|)ections were made by the head of the deivart- 

mciit mo?jthly in the cash and account dei>artmcnts, anr 

(ii) whether tlie Government were satisfied that all the kules as laid 

down in Ihsird’s InsjK‘ction Manual were observed? 

(f) If the Government were not satisfied, will the llon’blo the 
Memlwi be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(j) Will the Hon’ble the MenilH*r be pleas(»d to state wliether thei*e 
w'as an applif atlon of the head of the de|)artment recommending the then 
chief ministerial officer for a hmn for the purchase of land in (’ulcutta 
and whether the said application w'as refused? 

MEMBER in ohirge of dUDiCIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
•ir Abd-ur- Rahim): (a) The exact amount has not yet been ascertained!. 

(h) I'lie audit has l>een finished but the audit rept>rt has not been 
received yet. 

(c) and {(I) So far as information has been received the High Court 
rules were followed hut un^il the final rejx>rt is received no more definite 
statement can Ik* made. 

(c) (i) Government ai'e awaiting the completion of the inquiry and 
the result of the niqteal by the cashier. 

(ii) Steps have l>een taken to prevent a recurrence of such losses. 

(/) There is no uniform procedure. It depends upon the circum- 
stances of each case. 

(/;) and {h) (n) The Board’s rules and circulars do not a|^y to the 
Presidency Magistrate’s courts. Security was taken from the late 
casnier the amount fixed lieing at the time of his appointment considered 
sufficient to cover the amount that was likely to remain in his hands 
at one Ume and in. eoni^ideTation of the amount of kis pay. 
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"'(h) (i) The Chief Presidency Magistrate who is the head of the 
department does a portion of the accounts work himself and maintains 
a general supervision over the odictno of the cash and accminta depart* 
nieut. The actual checking of accounta and cash is done by the Magis- 
trate in charge. 

(i) Does not arise. 

(;) The previou.H Hegistnir applied for a house building ivlvanoe 
under Goveminent rules. II i.'* application was recommended by the 
Chief Prenidency Magistiate but the apidication was refutHMl by 
Government. 


Decision by the Sonate on Covernment grant of Rs. 2,SO,000 to 
Coloutti University. 

303. Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in clmigc of the Dt'iwrtmeiit of Kducution la* pleasetl to state whether 
OoveninuMit have icccived any commuiiitation fn)m the Calctitta Uni- 
versity relatiM* to the decision taken by the Senate on the l^nd lK‘C4*m]H*r 
last, aiol, if so, will he be [ileastnl to lay on the table a copy (»f the letter 
containing siitdi ( oinmunif ation 

The Hon’hle Mr. P. C. MITTER. Yes. A (opy is laid on the 
l.ihrar\ table. 


Military assistant surgeone in civil employ. 

364. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT SahMluri (a) Will the ITon'hle 
the Miriinter in charge of Uie I)e|xirtmeut of laical Sidf-Governinent W 
pleased to state the nurnWr of military assistants who were employed 
during as Civil Surgeons, or as Su|M*rintendents or as Assistant 
Surgeons in various ca|wicities umler the Pengul Government f* 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister Iw pleased to state whether any 
saving of expens<*H has lieen effected by employing these military 
assistants in jireferenct* Ui civil assistant surg<*onsi' 

(c) Is there any arrangement with the (fovernment of India under 
which the Government of Bengal maintain a certain numbt*r of these 
inilitary assistants during peace time? 

The Hofi’hle Sir iURENDRA NATH BANERiEA: (n) The follow- 
ing afipointments were held by miHtar>- assistant surgeons during 
1922:— 

(1) Civil Surgeoncies (Permanent) ... 4 

(2) Civil Surgeoncies (Temporary) ... I 

(3) Superioiendent, Presidency Jail (Officiating) ... 1 
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(4) Superintendentg (Juvenile Jail and Leper Asylum) ... 2 . 

(5) Assistant Superintendents ... 3 

(6) Deputy Superintendents ... "3 

(7) Assistant Director, School of Tropical Medicine ... 1 

(8) Certifying Surgeon of Factories ... 1 

(9) Uis Excellency the Governor’s Staff Dispensary ... 1 

(10) Police Training College, Sardah ... 1 

(11) Demonstrators of Practical Pharmacy, Mledical 

College ... 2 

(12) Assi.stant Health Officer, Pori of Calcutta ... 1 

(13) llesident Medical Officer, Eden Sanitarium and Hospi- 

tal, Darjeeling ... 1 

(14) House Surgeons, Presidency General Hospatal ... 5 

(16) Medical Officers, Eastern llengal Railway ... (i 

Total ... ;i3 


(b) No. 

(c) Yen. 

Suapensiofi of a mukhtear of Pabna. 

365. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (u) Is the Iforride the 
Meinl)er in charge <»f the* Judicial J>e|>ai1ment awaie — 

(i) that the proceedings for su.H|)ension of practice lias lieen drawn 

up by the Sadur Suhdivisionul Mugistmte against Balm 
Krishna Chandra Bhuuinik, a mukhtear of Pabna; 

(ii) that Krjslnm Babu applied to the District Judge of Pabna for 

renewal of his license enclosing a certificate from a Deputy 
Magistrate of I’abna with his applic'ation for renewal; and 

(ffV) that the District .ludge of Pabna signed his renewed license 
but on the lepresentation of the Sadar Subdi visional Officer 
of Pabna lias w ithheld the same and has asked Krishna Babu 
to show cause why his certificate should be renewed? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to state bow has tbd^ 
renewal of the apidication of Krishna Buhu lieen finally dealt with? 

(c) Is it a fact that on the recommendation of the Sadar Subdlvi* 
sional Offit'er, the District Magistrate has suspended Krisiina Babu 
until further notice from 3rd Januaiy , 1923? 

(d) Is ii a fact that that gentleman was suspended first and proceed- 
ings were drawn afterwards? 
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(e) Is it a fact that Krishna Bahu was refuseil a copy of no|ioe or 
proceedings on application P 

The Hoil’bie Sir ABD*UR«RAHIM; (n) (t) IVoceeiliuga under 
section 14 of the liCgal I’ractitionerH Act hn» Iktcii drawn up against the 
mukhtear by the Sudar Sulidi visional Magistrate. 

(it) Yes. 

(a) (im) and {h) The Dintrict Judge withheld the license when lie 
was informed of the sus^teiisioii of the mukhtear by the J)istri<‘t Magis- 
trate. The Distrirt Judge informed the mukiiteur that the nM’tificate 
cannot l)e issued until the order of suspMision was set aside or can- 
cetted. 

(r) Yes. 

{d) The Older for susj»ension aas pusstni on drd January. The actual 
]»rocmling was diuwn up next day. 

{e) No. 

Bidyadhari river. 

m SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: (//) Will the Ilon’lde the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation l>e pleased to state — 
(i) whether it is a fact that Mr. Addamn-Williams nmintained that 
the decay of the Bidyadhiiri river was <lue to the contraction 
of its spill urea; 

(jf) whether if is a fa<t that in 19ld, Ml. Oswald Lees irmiiituineil 
that the decay of the riv4M' was cuummI, at least in jxiit, by 
the Dhappa Imk and the ciititiguous (unul system cut across 
the headwaters of the river; 

{in) whether it is true that Mr. IsfH»s predicted that any attempt l<» 
gave the river by ofietiing spill areas would fail; 

(tr) whether it is a fact that his prophecy has U*en fulfilled; and 
(r) whether it is a fael that in spite of •Mr. liees’ ex|H‘rt eriticisms 
the views of Mr. Addanis-Willhims were adopted and a con- 
siderable spill area was restored to the river and a (’otnmiUee 
of leading Engineers was ap|Nitttted to watch the result P 

^ (b) Did this Committee submit its first r«*i»ort in 191HP Was it 

sanguine ? 

(c) Was the second re|wrt of the Committee submitted in 1919 mid 
did this report claim that the operations have preventeil deterioration ? 

(d) Did this Committee report in 1921 that their hoiies of improve- 
ment had been disupiointedf 

(e) Did the Committee then gay that nothing hut active dnedging 
epemtioiia can give the river a respite P 
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(/) Do the experts responsible for the policy adopted now declare 
that the condition of the river is beyond hope? 

(j^) la it a fact that measures for the restoration of the river since 
19M have failed? 

(//) Wliat do the Government now proix>se to do for a suitable out- 
fall for the Calcutta drainaj^e? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon*Me the Maharaiadhiraja Bahadur of Burdaran): The opinion that 
the deterioration of the Bidyadhari is due mainly, if not entirely, to the 
contraction of the spill ureas, has b<*>en held by all experts including 
Mr. Addams-Williams who have investigated the causes of the silting 
up of the river. 

l*\)r the rest of the <|uesti(UiK the meinWr is refeired to the Press 
(!om mv7Uf/u/‘ issued by Government on the 21st De<‘eml)er, 1922, and 
which ni>peurt‘d in tlie daily jm|K‘rs of Calcutta on the 27th idem. 


Investigation into adequacy of subways under railways in Bengal. 

367. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (n) IVill 

tlie Ilon’hle tlie Minister in charge of the Department of Isxal Stdf- 
Oovernimmt 1 h' pleased to state whether the investigation said to have 
l)een undertaken by ex|M*rts, on otficial initiative as to the ade{|uacy oi 
<)therwiHe of subways under railways in B(*ngal, has completed? 

(/>) If the answer to (»/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie the 
Minister he pl<*ased to state the result of the investigation or lay on 
the table a copy of the !viK>rt on the investigation!^ 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) The 

•meinher is referred to the reply given to his (juestion No. 9*1 at the Coun- 
cil iue‘eting of the 24lh .luuuary last. 

Primtry schools under Mr. Biss’s scheme. 

368. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Ilon^lde 
the Minister in chu!g<‘ of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state whether any jiriumry sc1h>o1 under the new scheme has beei^ 
ofwned in the district of Buiikura? 

(h) If so, where has that school Wen oivned? 

The Hon’bli Mr. P. G. MITTER: (.i) Yes. 

(b) Eleven schools in acconlaiico with Mr. Biss's scheme have been 
iiauetione<l for the four Unions at Indus, Patrasair, Hanbanda, and Btkna 
in the district of Baukura. 



18 


1923.] QUESTIONS. 

Saril rivtr. 

880. OHAH 8YED EMOAJIUL HAQs (a) U Uie Hon hW tlie 
Memb<»r iu charffo of tlie IVjmrtniont of Irri^aticm iiwar<* (hat tho mouth 
of the river Bimil iu the dintriet of Bahua ia silled up? 

(b) Will the Ilon’lde the Meniln'r Ih» phnised to state whether thei'e 
have l>t*en any projeet^^ In'fore the Oioernmeut during the lust !2() yean# 
to dredge the silttMl {lortion so as to make the river nuvigahle? 

(r) If so, will the Hon’lde the MemWr W pleasinl to make a state- 
ment us to the dtM’isions of the (3i>verninent on th(»H4« projtHi'ts? 

{d) Are the (rovemiuent aware that the Ihihna Distriet ('onferenee 
held in .lime, presided over hy Sir Asutosh ('luunlhuri {lassed a 

resolution reroniniending tlie undertakinjr of the dn*dging o|»etrtttions at 
the sourre of the river Hand? 

(e'l If no projects have heen suhinitted, are the (loveininent con- 
sidering the desiiahdit) of di awing up an estimate for thest* ilredging 
o|M‘rati(>ns? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARA4ADHIRAaA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(r) The ( I nest ion dcs^s not arise*. 

(</) ami (c) No. 


Covernmint Bill. 

The CaloutU Munioipol Bill, 1921. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANER4EAS I move that 
the (.’alcutta Municiiwl Hill us n*vis#M| hy the Selec t ('ommittec Im? taken 
into consideruliim. In making this motion, I desire to address an 
apjieal to my c<»lleagues of the I.egishitfve (ounril. The task liefore 
us is one of great magnitude and entails a heavy responsibinty. 
The Bill is erne of the biggest that has ever lHH*n laid liefore any I^egia- 
lative Council. It comprises 544 84?ctions with sub-sec?^ ions and pro- 
visos, some of them dealing wdth technical matter of a highly comfdi- 
cated charaeter. We have rtM‘<*ived notices of over 8tH) ameiidmonta — 
the exact numlier is H41. I do not say this by way of complaint. From 
the (jio%*emment point of vic^w it is a matter of just satisfaction for ii 
testifies to the general interest which the Bill has evoked and it will 
ensure a thonmgh discussiem. The Bill is a difficult and csimidicated 
one. as you. Sir, have rightly observed, and covers wide, diver- 
gent, and 1 may add, conflicting interests. The more search- 
ing the examination is, the greater is the chance of the avoidance of all 



CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BttL. 


U 


[l2Ttt Pkb. 


mistakes and the safef^ardinpr of ail interests. But at the same time 
I cannot conceal from myself the fact that the Bill has formed 'the 
subject-matter of keen and even animated controversy, the echoes of 
which have been heard in whispers in our own lobbies. That being so, 
1 pray that our (lelilH»raiioiiH may l)e so conducted that they may not 
offend against the amenifies of debate and may not be inconsistent 
with the canons of decorum and dignity, which add to the charm of 
our public life and which should always be observed. I am encouraged 
to make this ap])eal by what I know of the conduct of this House in 
the past in similar situations and its earnest solicitude to build up a 
body of traditions which will make the Bengal Legislative Council, 
as has been observed by Mr. Villiers, a model for the rest of India. The 
business before us is heavy and I do not wish to stand between the 
House ujid the c<ynHiderati<Mi of the amemlmenls. 1 have no desire to 
enter into details. I^»ey will he considered when the amendments are 
moved. With these words, I beg to move that the consideration of 
this Bill he taken up by this Coum il. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order! It may shortiMi dobute ami pre- 
vent misunderstanding, if I inform hon’ble meml)ers of tie* maiiner in 
which I propose to deal with this somewhat complicated Bill. 

The Bill will not Ix^ ]mt to the (\>uncil clause by clause, that is to say, 
I shall not [lilt the motion that ouch clause “ stand [wrt. of the 
Bill." My nason for doing so is that in a complicated Hill of this 
nature, it will he found that there are conseciuential amendments to 
l)e made in earlier clauses consetiuent on the de<*i'<ious of the House 
in regard to later clauses. Where the House has decided a question 
fof which 1 am the judge) 1 shall not permit the House to go back on 
its own decisions or allow any discussion leading to a reversal or modi- 
iii'utiou of such dei'isions. 1 shall simply put the umeiidments to the 
Council in a manner in which it is most convenient to dispose of this 
measure and shall finally call upon the Hon'lde Member in charge 
to move that the Bill, as settled by the Council, he passes!. 

In dealing with vaj'ious main questions, such us the extension of 
Calcutta, the constitution of (he ('or[ioration and the like, I shall take 
up the schedules in conjunction with the main clauses to which they 
'r^ate, so as to avoid a double debate on the same question of principle. 
In certain instances where, for example, an amendment to a definition 
is only »uggeste<l with reference to an amendment to an operative 
ctlause» I may take up that definition with the operative , clause in 
question. The object of the Chair will lie to kwp the issues in any 
particular debate as clearly as possible l>efore the House. 

In |jarticular I invite the attention of the House to the prooeduio 
which will he adopted in dealing with the question of the ^tenfdan ol 




Calcutta. This debate will come on to^ay. I shall call tt“jjrkr. Byed 
Kasim All to move his amendment No. 2 to which he has a large 
number of consiHiuential ayieiidmeuts. I shall then call dpon 
Mr. S. Mahboob Alev, Shall Syed Eindailul Ilaq and Balm Hem Chandra 
Kasker to move amendments Nos. 14 to IG and on Mr, Deimtjr* 
President to move amendment No. 17. These aniemlments dtMil with 
the exclusion of certain areas which have im'luded by the Sidoet 
Committee within the jurisdiction of the (^ilcutta CorjKiration. I shall 
then call upon Bubu Surendra Nath Maliik and Raja Reslu*e Case laiw to 
move amendments Nos. 10 and 11 and Mr. Stuart-Williams to move his 
amendment No. 12. The debate will then pnx’eed first on the ques- 
tion of the inclusion or exclusion of Maniktala. When that debate is 
brought to a close, 1 shall put uinendments Nos. 14 to 10 to the vote. 
The next debate will be on the question of the inclusion or partial 
inclusion oi (laitlen Reach, in that connection I shall cull iqum 
Mr. Stuart-Williams to nuoe his amendment No. 18 and the debate will 
proceed on amendments Nos. 17, 18 and 12. No. 17 will then lx* put 
first, and if it is carrietl, then No. 18. No. 12 will Im" put, if uimMulinent 
No. 17 is lost. The next debate will la? on the question of the iuclusiim 
of ('os.sijKirc-('hit|»ur, aiol at the end of tliut debjite amendments Nos. 10 
and 11 will be jnit. Finally, if umeinlnients Nos. l4 to 17 are carried, 
and aniendinents No.s. 10, 11, 12 and 18 are bwt, 1 shall pul Mr. Syed 
Nusim Ali’s umetKlmeiit No. 2. Otherwise that uiiiendinerit uut4>mati- 
cully fail.s. 

When the (Nnim il lia.s come to the conclusion us to what areas aro 
to Ik* included within (’alcutta, I shall adjourn the c(»nsiileratioii erf 
this question to enable (Jovernment to .scrutinize carefully the various 
drafts of Schedule 1, so that due effect may Ik* given to the decision of 
the Council. 

One other iK>int remains. It relates to the power of the Ooveniment 
cx>ntained in clause 5.T‘iA to inclinie in certain c irc.uiiistanci^ lulditionol 
areas within Calcutta. That section is linked with (he definition of 
“ Calcutta " in clause of (he Bill. Vhe (lovernmerit (rf India are 
considering a reference ma<le by (he LchbI Oovernment in regard to 
the previous sanction to the clauw* as amended in the S<dect Committee, 
the wording of that clause Wing uiisatisfa»'tory from a (xmaiitutional 
atandpoiiit. If, ther<rfore, (he orders of the Oovernment of India in 
regard to clause 6‘13A have not been received by the time that ihtf 
Oovwnment have w nitinized the various drafts of Hchinliile I, I ^all 
take up only that jiortion of the definition of Calcutta which done 
not deal with this |iaHicular jiower of the Ixxal Government and shall ask 
the Hons^ to consider it in <K>iiuection with Schedule I. If the orders 
of the Government of India are received in time, I shall ask the Housa 
to consider the whole definition of ** Calcutta '' and to disfiose of clause 
fi88A simultaneously with Schedule 1, and the definition in clause S, 
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C 1 .AUSE.S 1 — 3. 

Raja REIHEE CASE LAW: I move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
clause 1, line 2, after the word “ Calcutta ” the words as defined in 
this Act/' be inserted. 

My reason for moving this amendment is to make the terras of the 
section clear and explicit and to remove all doubts that may arise on 
account of the use of the word “ (valcutta " in the preamble and in 
the expression “ ana added to Calcutta" in a sense diffei*ent from 
the meaning which tlie Act wishes to im[)ose on it. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. G00d0)S The Government recognize 
the anxiety of the llaja Sahib to make the Act as |H*rtect as ]K>ssible 
and if we thought that these words were necessary we would gladly 
have adopted them. 'I'he Itaja Sahib will observe that ('alciitta is 
expressly detim'd in the Act and it is unnecessary wherever the word 
Calcutta occurs to add the words “ as defined in this A(*t." The very 
purjmHe of defining the word " Calcutta " is to enable the dnitteis to 
use it with a sjH»cific meaning and no one can jKissibly intei’iiret Cal- 
cutta in this Act as im^aning anything elsi* but (\ilcutta as (K iimsl in 
sub-clause { 10 ) of clausi* d. In thest‘ circuinstances 1 ho|>t‘ the Uaja 
Sahib will withdraw his anuuidment as we aie advisiHl that it is unne(H*s- 
sury from the drafting iHiiut of view. 

Rltia RE8HEE CASE LAW: 1 beg leave to withdiaw my amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was tlien, by leave (»f tiie ('oumil, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I call uiMMi Mr. Sytsl Nasim Aii to move liis 
amendment No. 2 and couset|uential on this amendment are amend- 
ments Nos. 3, Id, 97, 101, Idd, 224, dOO - d92, 007, 079, and 725 standing 
dn his name. 

t 

Mr. SYED NASIM ALI: I l)eg to move that in claust^ I (.*G pnv 
vim), lines 11 luid 12, the words " including the area added U» ('alcutta" 
be omitteil. 

The obj^M’t of my amendment as is obvious is not to inei'ease the 
‘Imundaries or the art»a of the (\ilcutta munici|Kdity. I am op]>ose<l to 
this, not liecause 1 want to support my position by abstruse principles 
of imlitical philom»phy or high ideals of self-government. I look at 
this question from a practical standpoint. I would not enter into the 
debatable points of political phih)HOphy and of jiolitii^l phLloiio{>hers, 
but I would not say that the greater the area of local self-governing 
bodies the further and lad ter for the self-government of the cvniniry. 
There is again another class of thinkers who are of opinion that the 
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lenser the area the better, the smaller the area the better the admiaia- 
tration; the smaller the area the gn^ater the interest which the jieojile 
do take and can take, 1’hese are i|uestiuns of |K>litieal |>hilotM>{>hy and 
high ideals of Helf-gt>vernment. But we all know (hat (he life of law 
is not logic* but exiK'rienee. It is exjierience which must guide us hi 
legislation. Now the extension of (he ami can lie sup|»orted if W’e 
find that this extension will InMiefit the Calcutta (V)r|Hiration as well us 
(he adiled urea. If both are iH'iiefited, ceitainly the nieu ought to l>e 
added. 

I shall first take up the case of Calcutta itself and shall consider 
how Calcutta would Ik* iMUiefited by the extension of this area. I find 
from the reiMUts of the Calcutta Cor|s>ration which have lHH»n circulated 
to us that Mr. Payne, ex-Chairinan of the Calcutta (\>risiration, was of 
oinnion that this addition of Maniktala w'ould throw a gisnl diHil of bur- 
den ujs)n the finance.s of the (\»r|s>ration of ('alcutta. That is a (pies- 
ti(jn which must l«' seriousI\ consideriMl. The money will have to Is* 
provi<led by the ratepav<‘rs. If (he addition of Maniktala entails more 
exiSMidituie, the burden g(H»s on inciea.sing and the tax|»ayers will have 
to jKiv it. Further, 1 also find from the saiil rejsirt of the (’alcutta (’or- 
|s»ration. (hat if Maniktala is to be inclinbsi and tin* iliainage scheme 
has got to 1 h» taken up, it would invedve an ex|HOidi(ure of about lls. IlO 
lakhs. Imagine (bat lbs. .*{t) lakhs would l>e r<*<|uireil for (he dminagii 
scheme of Maniktala municipality. 'Hien, there are other necessary 
exisMises which will have to la* nu»t. This is a very serious matter 
which has got to be considered. In my opinion, the area, if added, 
w'ouhl Ik* loo big for atlministration. It would 1k> very difficult for 006 
exiv’utive officer to pay so mueli attention to this vast and extensive 
an»a. I am not unmindful of the iridomitafde energy of our prestuil 
Chairman . but at the same time we cannot exiXH’t to have always men 
of a .simihii (yi>e at the head of affairs. To my mind it seems (hat it 
would lie a very heavy task for one executive officer. 

Then look at th<‘ finances of the (\>r|s>nition. What is the jiresent 
state of the financ ial condition of the Cnlf^ltta ( Wi;K>ratioTi 1 find from 
the re|K>rts of the Cab utta Corp<>ration that its finances are not at all 
on a satisfactory* basis. While the scissors of retrenchment are making 
their operations everywhere, the Calcutta Cor|s»nition is grarlually ex- 
tending its wings and increasing its exiamditure. 

RalaRESHEE CASE LAW: That is not corrwt. 

Mr. EYED RASIM ALI: We do not find as yet any methmls of 
retrenchment which the Calcutta Corporation wants to take up seriously 
for curtailing its exfienses, but on the other band the f’alrutta Cor- 
poration is about to increase its expenses. 1 am told that two crores of 
rupee# ere necemry for the new water scheme. I am further told that 
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one crore of rui)ee.s is neceflsary for the drainage outfall and the Cal- 
cutta Cori)oration has committed itaelf to this heavy expenditure. In 
view of the present financial condition of the Corporation and of its 
heavy commitments, is it desirable that the burden of the Corporation 
should be any further increased? That is a point which this House will 
seriously consider. Then, it is also well known to everybody that the 
Calcutta Corjx)ration with all its rc^sourees could not float a loan. 

Rai FANINDRALAL DE BalMdur: Question! 

Mr, 8YED NA8IM ALI: I find it from the ])roceeding8 of the Cal- 
cutta Corporation. My position is strengthened by the report of the 
Coqmration. [A voice: Question! Question!] 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I must ask that this conversation shall cease. 
The hon’ble ineml>er must be allowed to make bis sjH'eeh witht)ut 
interruption. 

Mr, 8YED NA8IM ALI: I nm t^dd that tlie ('alcuttn (or]>oration 
could not fl(iat a loan on aceount of its financial ditticulties. 1 do not 
know what credit it has got in the eyes of the public. The fa('t is that 
the financial condition of the (’<»rporation is not good. The (piestion is 
whether the C'aleutta (’(uporation ought to increase its ex|KMisps. That 
is the long and short of the whole (piestion. If this heavy exjHUiditure 
is undertaken, thet^dcutta (’oqM)ration will have to find out the money; 
the ratepayers are aln*ady groaning under heavy taxjition. The nites 
will have to be increased. lVrba|>s the Calcutta (Wpnration will then 
follow the metluMl of this House to meet its deficit, vix., by taxation, 
fresh taxation. It is to the interest of the ratepayers to se<» that more 
heavy bunions are not [daced upon the finances of the Corporation. 
Our ('hainnan of the (^>rIK)^ltion is the democrat of deuuKTats. Our 
Minister in charge of Local Self-dovernment is the father of demo- 
cracy in this country. 1 appeal to him on Wialf of the rateimyers to 
consider whether the entailmant of further exjwnditure will not seri- 
ously affect the ratepayers and the public nt large. 

The question is ns to how and to what extent the Corporation is go- 
ing to l»e benefited. My conviction is that the Calcutta (Viporation 
cannot l»e l>enefiled by it. T/et us now lm>k to the other municipalities 
hr rather the areas to l>e addeil and see how they will be benefited. It 
is said that there are many people who are in favour of amalgamaiioti. 
On the other hand, it is also maintained that there are many who oppose 
it. The question which I would leave to the House to decide ia whether- 
the majority or the minority of the ratepayers of the added areas are 
in favour of amalgamation or not, I would stop short there. Then, 
the further question is as to how far theee added areas would he bene- 
flted. It would appear that as soon as these areas are added, the rates 
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will be increa«ed. Would they fjel the ooiteApondinir benefit P IXi 
they expect to get a corre8|H>ndiiig rt^tum for the increase in Uxation? 
In this matter I cannot but rej^at again adiat 1 have said, namely, that 
the life of law is not logic hut ex|H*rlence. T^t u» go Uick t|> the year 
1888 when the Huhurhan nrean were added to the (^alcutta munici|aility. 
What do we find? We find that a large tract of land was included 
within the ('alcuttn (Virponition with a solemn pledge that this area 
would Ik* pla(‘ed on the same fiMiting as the rt'sf of (^ilcutta as it then 
existe<l. I find fnnn the rejiort of the ('alcutta rorponifioii that all the 
gray-hairt'd and gray-U»jirtled commissioners of the (\»r|s»ration opiwsed 
the pro|swaI for amalgamation in the cimrse of the debate, and that it 
was generally those that were young in agt» that sup|K>rted the nmnl- 
gapiution. If the life of lu^v is logic and not ex|ierienc'e then my friend 
who says “ hear, hear ” (Mr. 1). C. (thosi*') is rcrtainly right, hut if 
the life of law i.s not logic hut c\|K*riciMe, I would attach the greatest 
weight to the opinion of the gray-haired commissiimers of the ('or|M>ra- 
tion. Sir, Kuhh*ijHnc or rather Kkhalpnr, Hallvgunge, wards Nos. 
and 1?4 did n<d get the same improvement whicdi they should have got 
l(»ng, long ago. This area was incliuhnl within the Cah uttn Corporation 
in the year 1888, hut until Mr. Orey, the late Administrator-General 
of Bengal, t(K)k it into his head to improve the Alipore area, it was a 
place full of jungles with hig mos<{tlit<H^s and jaikals lu^wling every- 
where. 

f At this stage the s|w»aker nniched the time-limit hut was allowed 
hy the Ilon’hle the I*resident to continue for two minutes.] 

We nil find that though the Calcutta ('or|K)ration includisl that area 
all along it did not s[sM»d sufficient money ns they slmuld have done. 
Therefore, the jH*of»le of the Maniktahi mtiiii<'i|Nilitv and the |ieople of 
the add(H) ar<‘H onglit to think it over twice Wfore they give their cf>n- 
sent to this amalgamation. Sir, my idea is that though the Calcutta 
Corjsiration may I’nter into an ohligiition to pay three lakhs of rup<*es 
yet it w<niM he difficult for them to pay it. I do not find any sugges- 
tion that they agrcM'd to |«iv three lakhs % year. In fact there was n 
heated discus.sion in the Council and they did not agree to fsiy. My 
position is that previous arrangements had I>een neglected and if these 
areas are incliKhnl, then their fate would he similar, and they will not 

r ; a sufficient return for the amount of taxes which they will have 

p«y. 

Mr. t. MAHBOOB ALCY: 1 move that clause Z (a J) (J) be 
omitted. 

The short time at our disposal to get through the Bill compels me to 
confine my remarks to some salient pmnts as they affect my cermmunity 
and the poor people in general. 

First of all, let me touch upon the most important cjueetion of the 
(unalfniiiation of the Maniktala municipality. I am strongly opposed 
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to <h(* idea of amalframatioii. The reasons in supiiort of my amendments 
relatiijfif to this question are: — 

(/) The Chairman of the ('aleutta Corix>ration in his note, dated the 
Ist l)e<*/<iint)er, 1922, submitted to the Committee apix>inted by the Gov- 
ernment to wmsider the extension of the Wiiiidaries of the Calcutta 
(*ori>oration a sitherae for the ainalf^amation of Cossipore-Chitpur and 
Maniktala muiiicdimlities basing his proposals on the joint finances of 
the said two municiiHilities showing? that even on the existinp^ valuation 
of the two municipalities the CoriK)ration can lK>rrow fifty lakhs with- 
out takinj;^ into account the considerable increase in valuation which 
may Ik? ex|K*cted to occur in the near future if the areas were amalga- 
mated. Now^ of the two municipalities, ('ossiiK)re-Chitpur miinici|>ality 
has greater income; but as both the Government Committee and ^the 
Select Committee have not recommended the amalgamation of the Cossi- 
IwrMdiitpiir municipalitv the s<*heme prepared by the Chairman of the 
(Corporation falls through and the amalpimation of only the Maniktala 
munir'ipality will be a heavy burden on the existing state of finances 
of the (\)riK>nition ; and it is also a settled fact that the Calcutta (\)r- 
poration can only be expected to do very little for the newly added area 
for a number of years to come as admitted by the Chainnan in i>ai'a- 
graph 7 of his note mentioned above. 

( 2 ) The Government (\>mmittee juesided over by no less a ]>erson- 
age than the Ifon’ble the Advocate-General, BeTigal. re('ommendtHl the 
amalgamation of the Maniktala municipality expressly and solely on 
the (MUidition that a statutoiT obligation be placed upon the Calcutta 
Cor|K>ration to s|K*nd an average of three lakhs of ru|MM»s a year over 
and above the amount n*aliml as revenues from Maniktala until such time 
as the Government was satisfit*d that the nK>re urgent improvements 
had l>een carried o»it. While recommending the amalgamation the (Gov- 
ernment C(>mmitt(M» went vso far as to state that they considered the 
imposition of the statutory obligation of great imix>rtance and an inte- 
gral part of their projmsals. Without this statutory obligation they 
were not prepared to recommend the amalgamation, as the said obliga- 
tion so forcibly ini posed hits neither Ix'en accejded hy the Corporation 
of Calcutta nor recommended by the Seh‘ct Commit ten* and as such the 
amalgamation ought not to take place. It is highly objectionable that 
biglier rates of taxes In* impose<l with no corresjnmding benefit. 

(,?) The provisions for statutory liability of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion that has Wn made in section 96B t»f the Act, vi*., that the Ccm*- 
[Kiration shall, beginning from the third year after the commoncement 
of this Act, s]>end annually for ten years a sum of not less than one lakh 
of rupees on the execution of original improvement works within the 
area which formed the Maniktala municifiality before the commencement 
of the Act can Iw* 8atlsfie<l hy the Maniktala municipality itself inas- 
much as there will be two general revisions of assessment during tlie 
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|ai«xt ten ymn wkick wodd entble th« commiituonem io mi muilf 
A <^v«ry ymr for original improvement works fnim ikeir ordinairy 
Innoaiied income, which again will incmiae the lHim>wiug I'afNiciit^r 
of the municipality, and if any year the money cannot be eo provided 
lor from the ordinary income the same can be arranged for by raining a 
loan* 

(4) Those people who cannot afford to live in Calcutta owing to 
high standard of living |>n*vailing there live in Maniktala* As there 
should be a jdac'e adjac^Mit to ('alcutta for {ioon*r classes of laniple to 
live, this amalgamation will mean nothing but driving away those 
people to more distant places causing m*riuus iniMMivenietHw to them. 
Thus the labour problem of (,'aJcutta will lie suiely affeiMtHl to a t'ertain 
extent if Maniktala is to have (he same high standanl of municii>al admin- 
istration as that of Calcutta. 

(J) MortHiver, the amalgamation, at a time when greater freedom 
towards self-government is being given to js'ople, is dirt?ctly o|)|a»se<l 
to the present policy of the (loverumeut. 

The substitution of n single (M^ntralixed uutlunity for small and 
aejuirate institutions of Ixk’hI Self-Government should not be given 
effect to wiUioui reasons of uudoubtixi and ])aramouui utility which do 
not exist in the prewoit i^asc^ as the amalgamation on the terms pro- 
{sised will give Maniktala nothing exi'cpt some addifiontii taxation. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ addressed the Council in Bengali 
against the nnialguniation of the Maniktala municipality with the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

The translation of bis speech is as follows; — 

Fusion of a small thing with a large one brings about disaster in 
the long run. Friendship with one who is superior U) one in status 
and position means in other words slavery. Therefore, the amalgama- 
tion of the Maniktala munieijMility with the ('alcutta Corporation will 
be perilous. The condition of the Maniktala municipality will not be 
bettered in any way. On the contrary, elhe Corporation of Calcutta 
will be much benefited. I do not, therefore, consider it prudent that 
ih§ Kaniktala municipality should come under the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. 

BHHt HiM CHANDRA NAIKER: The Maniktala municipality of 
whuA 1 have the boitour to be one of its ratepayers, was created In the 
year 1889, before which it was a pari of the late Suburban municipality. 
The proposal of the further extension of the boundaries of Cnlcuita up 
to Sttburbim municipalities, is open to the fundamental obiectiotk 
that it is calculated to defeat one of the primary object of the Befomie 
Actf fii«tly» by creating a single oentralixed authority, for the admu^ 
•initioii of an area, which would be too large for purposes of boal 
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aalf-governiiieiit ; and 8eoondly, by depriving tbe people of snburbsa 
area of the right of administration of their local affairs^ which they 
have been enjoying ever since its creation. The policy of Lord Cttraoii; 
the late Viceroy and Governor-General of India, was a policy of central* 
isatioD, but it was found fault with and a Royal Commission was appointed 
and the policy of decentralization was advocated by the members of 
the said commission which presented its report in the year 1909. The 
present Reforms are the outcome of the same. On the 20th August, 
1917, the Secretary of State for India made the memorable announce- 
ment in the House of Commons by which larger powers were given to 
the people to administer their local affairs, a step towards the gradual 
development of local self-government. In pursuance of the said policy 
of devolution and to give effect to Ilis Majesty’s wishes, the local gov- 
ernments are creating union boards — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you need go into a recital of the 
history of the Reforms. You have got a very definite amendment to 
speak uiK>n. The Reforms have nothing to do with the extension of 
the area of the Calcutta mrnicipality. 

Slbu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Maniktala is going to be included 
in Calcutta, not for the benefit of the i^eople of Maniktala, but for the 
interest of Calcutta. This transpired in the meeting of the Calcutta 
Corimration held on the 9th January, 1923. The reason assigned is that 
the people from Calcutta will go and live at Maniktala and so the 
development of that urea is necessa^>^ The area added to Calcutta in 
the year 1889 has still l>een left undeveloped, and 1 fail to understand 
how Maniktala will he improved if it is added to Calcutta. The condi- 
tions of Tengra, Ballygunge and Eamardanga sides are not unknown to 
us. If these ureas are improved, enough accommodation will be made 
for a large number of people to live there. The real thing is that the 
lean caiwcily of Calcutta is almost exhausted. This appears from the 
Mote of dissent of Rahu Amulya Dhone Addy and also from the notes 
^ted^ the Ist Decemlier, 1922, of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the act- 
ing Chairman of the Corpomlion of Calcutta, on the question of amai- 
gamatioii of Cossi|K)re-Chitpur and Maniktala municipalities with 
Calcutta. The note says that the present total revenue of Cossipore- 
Chitpur and Maniktala is almut Rs. 7 lakhs. The acting Chairman 
expects an incj'ement after the amalgamation and assesses the revenue 

Rs,* 12J lakhs of rupees. After sjjending Rs. Sf lakha a margin 
of Rs. 4 lakhs will be left, which will enable the Corporation to raiae 
a loan of Hs. 50 lakhs. So this is the only reason why the Cbrpofb> 
tkm of Calcutta is so very keen to include Maniktala and oth«r arena. 

Another reason assigned is that Maniktala is not, but wffl be, a 
nenaoe to the health of Calcutta; so its amalgamation ia neoessuy lor 
ita eanitaiy improvement. In ordw to provide better aanitation *r an 
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t&ere niiuii be better dminai^, better roeds, moie edeqiute ir«t«iv> 
;m^ 5 r aud better meaiui for the disposal of uight-eoil) beeidee other 
lieeemities. No doubt, Mauiktala k defteiideut on the Oeloutta Corpora- 
tio« for it« water-supply, but the Corporation is* also dej*endeui on eeteiml 
miinicipalitiea for the sutnie. I tiak the acting Chairman of the Corpora* 
tion, the worthy diHcijile of the worthy (iuru. the Hon’hle the Minister 
of the Local Self-Government, to explain how the mena<»e to the health 
of Calcutta will be removed by the inclusion of Maniktala. The inclu- 
sion of Mauiktala, oiv the other hand, a^iU W a still greater menace to 
the health of the city, as it will ex|iose it direct to the most insanitary 
villages and the salt lake without any smaller municipality intervening 
between it. There must be a limit .somewhere and it is most deatrahle 
that it shall be boutided by smaller munici}iiilitiivi on all sides. 

Now let us consider the ({uestion of drainage. According to the 
statement of the (‘hairtnan of the Corjiorution, the drainage itself will 
cost about UvM. 30 lakhs. Is it possible for the ('orjKiration ti> take up 
such a scheme within a n'asonahle time, say, 10 years, mnsidering its 
financial difficulty? Moreover the statutory obligation will remain in 
force for 10 years, to commeiov from the third year after amalgama- 
tion. Can anylwdy fairly ex|H*ct that the Corjioratioii will s]iend more 
than Its. 10 lakhs stipulated in the Hill for the improv^ement of Manik- 
tala without recouping the amount? 

The statutory’ obligation as agreed upon by the Cor|K>ration is tliia:— 

“ The Cs»rporation shall, ls?gifining from the third year after the <tom- 
raeiicement of this Act, s|>end annually for 10 years a sum of not less 
than one lakh of ruf>ees on original rmi>rovemeni Works.'* The words 
** Original Improvement Works " have not l»een defined and the expendi- 
ture will depend on the sweet will of the councillors of Calcutta. If 
there be no original improvement work, no money will be i|ieni. The 
drainage s<‘heme cannot l>e taken up without a large capital in hand. 
The contribution of one lakh of rupees, so generously promised by the^ 
Corporation, can be easily refused by Maniktala, as it will 1 m? aUe tol 
spend the said sum of one lakh of rupees yn the original imtiroveraent 
works, if any, after three years, because the general revision of aanesa* 
mont will take place then. 

The present beauty of Calcutta is due b> Uje operations of tfio 
Oalcutta Improvement Trust alone. Who is not aware of the condi- 
turns of Bhowanipore, Kalighat, and Oarpor before the Improvement 
Tmst came into force? The operations of the Improvement Trust Act 
bave also been extended to Maniktala and I can confidently assert that 
Maniktala will be in a position to maintain the improvements, if 
worked out by the Trust. 

Owing to tbe increase in land value and rate of rent in Calcutta, 
many poor Hindus and Mubamroadans have taken shelter in Maniktala 
by constmeting huts there. Tbe inclusion proposed, if efeeted, wiB 
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consequently cause an increase in the value oi land and rate of Tout in 
Maniktala, and will thus force the poor Muhammidan ratepayeirs of 
Maniktala to leave the place again and will put them to the greatest 
trouble iiossible. Who will stand by these poor Muhammadans who 
will then be in hopeless minority in the Sew Council of the Corporation J 

There arc several mills^ factories^ workshops, etc., within the Manik< 
tala municipality, mostly owned by Europeans. They occupy larg« 
areas and make a large contribution to the income of the municipality. 
The Hoii’ble the Minister of Local Self-Government has definitely stat^ 
his policy as regards allowing these mills, factories, etc., remaining 
within the city in his speech in connection with the debate on the Rent 
Act. Now, if Maniktala ho included, the fate of these firms will be 
seale<l and a heavy loss of income will the inevitable result, if those 
good European, rateimyers are forcibly removed from Maniktala. 

l^tly, Sir, it appears from the recommendations of the Government 
Committee that some [leople of Maniktala advocated the amalgama- 
tion. Is there a single Muhammadan amongst them? I think there 
is none. Them‘ jwople may be classified as follows : — 

Persons living in tenanted houses. They think that after amalga- 
mation, the Calcutta Rent Act will l)e extended to Maniktala and that 
they will b<* to a certain extent safe from the so-called tyranny of their 
landlords. 

Persons, who have purchased small plot.s of land, at a very low price, 
think that land value, etc., will incretise and they hoiie to make a big 
bargain. 

A few discontenttMl jieople are to bo found in all municipalities. 

I afipeal to the Hon’ble the Minister for Local Self-Government m>t 
to include the Maniktala municipality to Calcutta. I also api»eal to him 
not to put to any further trouble, the |XM)r |)eople who have taken shelter 
there. I appeal to my colleagues and to my Muhammadan friends in 
particular to stand by their co-religionists, and lastly, I appeal to the 
non-official European and other meraliers to stand by the European 
ratepayers of the municipality. 

With these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY.PRESIDENT (Mni 8«ir«idra Nath Riy): I move 

that clause 3 (aj) (2) be omitted. 

I represent not only the Dock Extension area which is sought to 
be amalgamated within the municipality of Calcutta but also the wholo 
of the area which is sought to be amalgamated, namely a portion of 
Garden Reach and also the whole of Maniktala in this Ckmncil, and I 
have been representing their interests here for the last 11 years. I 
think I know, or at least I am expected to know, something of their 
needs and requirements. The question of the of tihs 
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|ilo«A Exientian area and of Manikiaia and portiona ol Garden Beaek 
'm well aa tke dosatpore municipality haa been treated all obng by 
Oeeeminent as rejM*eeented by tbe Htm’ble the Minister for Local 
Eell*OoTemment as one entire iiuestion. In 1921, a Conference on ibis 
iubjeoi was held at Writers* Buildings in the Hon’ble the Minister*# 
room, and I should like to read a fear lines from the proceedings of that 
Conference because they are intimately connecieil with this question 
before us now. I quote fnnii the |iroc'4^iugK of that (\>»ference: — 

Befare tb*s U^fisn ih** Hun 'bis ihe Mtnisier cliMcuRMMi mformsltj tbs 

qm»tim of the revision of tlie bouiidariM of CalcutU with the ClMirmen siul the 
VioeCfasirmeu of CoMipi)r(*^!hitpur and Manikiaia iitunici|>aittiefl and tlie Cliairiuan 
of the South Suburban, Ciarden Ueach, and Toll^^gunae niunivipnlittea. 

As Chairman of the South Suburban muuici|)ality, 1 was prcsiuit there, 
I then find in the proceedings; — 

Tlnjn th« rrpfvf»f*ntaiirei of the Calcutta Corporatioii haviaa arrived, Ute 
Hon'blo tlic MiniRWr explained to thm that ihe iuhiirhaii tiiunici)Ni)itirM cemnsmed 
were all opptiwHl to any extension of tho boundaries of Calcutta. He himaelf was 
advised Uiat it was contrary to i\m true spirit of l.«Mal HtdMiovornnieiit to allow 
a smaller municipality to b<* swallowtxl up by a larger one ngaiust their wishes. 
He was afraid that us the suburban niuuic pahties were not lartp*, their repre* 
sentativea would constantly be m a minority on the CV>rp»mtion and would b«> able 
to exercise no effective voice in saktnft for the mwwMiry provision for matter of 
laical Self'Government. 

After this Conference a wish was exiiressed by the Hon' hie tlie Minister 
to go and see for himself the DiK’k Extension area os well as that {xirtion 
of Tollygunge which is sought U> U inciudoil. I wus with him oil 
along. The represt'ntativt-e of the Tollygunge nmniciimlity were also 
I resent os were also tho (’hafnnan and tho Vice-Chuirnmn of the Ourden 
Beach municipality. l*he Hon 'hie the Minister then expresscHl tho opi- 
nion that it was ne<M^ssory to lunalgamate a jsirtiou of Tollygunge, hut 
that as reganls ihe Doik Extension area that was out of the question. 
Then came tbe second stage in the drama^-the Calcutta Muntclfial Hill 
Was introduced in this Council on the 22nd NoveiiilH'>r, 1921, and 1 
quote from the sjieech which tho HoiCblo the Minister delivered while 
introducing it: — ^ 

There were further proposals mode by ilte Corporation for ihe iiu;luiiion of a 
oottsiderwMe sree in the suburbs consisting of ConsiporisOiitpur, MatttkiaU, 
^nlea Reach, and some otlier outlying rounicipal areas within th*i limits of 
Oolcutta. I inrited the Chairmen and Viiwdiairmen of these municipalities to * 
tW <bar«reiitw to which I liave referred mod I ascerUined from Uiem tliat Uiey 
awl their oonsytuencies were entirely opposed to this change. I expUined to tlietti 
at the C^rence awi I repost what I then said tliat ilie Oovemment would not 
those changes if they went wholly and decisively against tli« wishes of tlie 
pwple ooneemed. I have some knowledge of tbe effervemwoce of feeting which is 
a|il to be caused hr alterations to bdundaries made ogamst popular wishes. 

,i Hunk h» bad in mind ihf partition of Bengal, 

I Mi that in view of the oppooitioiL that was offefwd, we should abandon tbe 
g y” * forward hf the Corporatton save in respect of tbe amoll area in tlie 
pwligiligettnnicqMUity whidb I have already mentioned. 
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Tliis was the opinion express^ by the Hon’ble the Minifter at the 
time of introducing the Calcutta Municipal Bill. JLfter that, I think 
there must have been some difference of opinion in the Govenmient, 
and to strengthen the hands of Government a Special Committee was 
appointed presided over by the Advocate.General of Bengal, a most 
disinterested person, Kai Bahadur Dr. Sarat Chandra Banerji, the 
President of the Calcutta Improvement Trust Tribunal, and Mr. Wood- 
head, the first Land Acquisition Collector of Calcutta, who was for some 
time also an Additional Judge of the 24-Pargana8. So we had a Com- 
mittee comiK)sed of these three eminent gentlemen to consider the 
question whether Maniktala or Cossipore-Ohitpur or whether any por- 
tion of the Dock Extension area should l)e included in Calcutta. Now, 
what was the opinion of that Committee? That Committee, no doubt, 
recommended that with regard to the Cossipore-Chitpur municipality, 
this municijxiiitY should not be included in Calcutta, but as regards 
Maniktala, it riH^ommeiideil that if the Calcutta Cor}x>ration were in a 
jiosition to spend Rs. d lakhs on its improvement from its coffers, then 
it could be amalgamatiHl, otherwise not. As reganls tlie new Dock 
Extension area the Committee was more explicit. I shall quote a very 
small portion of their rejK>rt. The rejiort says : — 

It wUI be j'onvenient W coiiHider the lliret* diviRions of this area separately. 
Kin^i (iw)r|.(e'H Doik fulls very largely within the Garden Heaeh municipality. 

I may tell you at the outset that within this Dock Extension area there 
ore two municijsililit'H, a jiortion of the South Suburban municipality 
and a portion of the Garden Reach municipality. The reix>rt then 
says : — 

1 he I'urt CHinimituiionerH favoured the inclusion of this area within the city 
of Calcutta. 

Then it gives the retvsons which 1 neetl not quote. Then the Com- 
mittee's report runs thus: — 

In ttmuidering, therefore, the ndviiiability of amalgamating the new Dodt area 
with tlie Oili'utia municipality, must not only consider the beneficial effect on 
the area severed but also the effect on the remaining portion of the Garden Keacfa 
municipality It would be useless rei'omniending proposals for tliie improvement of 
the adniinistmiion of one urea if those proposals must necessarily bring in fibair 
train a great deterioration in tlie standard of municipal administration in an 
adjoining urban artni. We are satisfied that the loss of the revenue derived front 
tlie new IXH'k area will result in the crippling of the finances of the Garden Readh 
municipality, will render it difficult for that body to maintain the present servioea 
in a state of cffltiency, and will postpone indefinitely all sdiemee for the improves 
ment of the municifMil sen ices, tM*rticularly those relating to drainage and walar* 
supply. Tlie amalgamation of this portion only is also open to the eetrious obfaClMMt 
that it will transfer an area which, under any municipal administrmtion, wiU jiaM 
a surplus of receipts over expenditure, from a relatively poor munidpality fib g 
ribher hialy, and that the surplus will be diverted thereby to improving an gran 
wbbb is capable of financing its own schefiies of improvemaiits witbovi this gddt* 
limud ravenue. 
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I liunk tliis portion oi the report should he written in biters ol gold. 
Then it says:--- 

The crnae for the anuilgAiuation of thet portion of the new 0f}ek tom whioh 
fftlle wiUiiii the Sooth 8oburb«n munictpelity ie prncticnlt^ the Mime e» thst 
rebting to the eree fnlling erithip the Gnuleii Ifeech tnuuicipeltty. Out of a total 
rerenoe of Re. 63,000, K«. 16,000 ta reaitaed from property beloiigiiig to tlie l*orl 
Oomnuaetonere, and the expenditure on tiie eervitee rendered to the Port Com* 
miaaionera ia much lexa than the rei^ipla. Aa in the iviiKe of the Garden Heaoh 
municipality, the severance of the Port Commiaaionera* area would aerioualy interWre 
with the atabihty of the fiuancea of the munu ipahty and w'ould rery adveraely affect 
the efieienc-y of the municipal admiruatratioo. The fact that thia (lortion of the 
Port Comniia«iofier»’ land will in all probability bi» rhieily occupied by a largo mar* 
•hailing yard not requiring auch a high atandanl of niuniii|ial service renders the 
amalgamation of ituH area with Calcutta less urgent. We aocvirdiugly do not 
recommend tiie amalgamation of this jiortiou of the new Du(*k area writli CalcutA. 

This was the opinion given l»y that Committws a most diainU^reetad slid 
most independent Coiiiiiiiitee. I may niso any that this (^iinmilten was 
appointed, not for the guidance of the Sehnd Committee on the (^oJcutia 
Municipal Bill, Init for the guidance of (fovernment. I may say that 
what we contended for h<»foiv the Seltsd (VimmittH* and what w© still 
contend for is that we have got an income from house, latrine, and watar 
rates of Its. G.‘CCK)0, and if ouf of that income, Its. Ki.OtM) he taken, that 
is one>fourth. then the finances of the munici|iality will be cripfded. 
That is also the case for the Garden IteiW'h municipality. We find in 
the Cx)ininittee’s report the real reason why the (’alcutta (Wjmration 
want this p<irtion and that is — to fill their own coffers. In any (uw*e, the 
expenditure that will have to lie incurred over this urea will never be more 
than the receipts; in fact, the r€M'4^i{>ts will much larger than the 
expenditure to be incurred. Now, as regards the Ganlen Reach muni- 
cipality, I may say that they have alnqidy got a sewerage scheme, and 
they have a primary education scheme also for the spread of primary 
education, and they want to intrmluce it ; they are negotiating with the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corjioration for elecdric lighting within the 
municipality. The same is the case with the South Sulwrhan munici- 
pality, of which I am in a fiosition to sjlhak with authority. Our prU 
mary education scheme has been sanctioned by Government, and we 
are going to spend one-tenth of our income on primary educatioOf 
Oovemment, no doubt, paying half this expenditure, and we are 
going to give effect to this scheme. 1 tbink, w'ithin the next few days. 
We are also negotiating with the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
for the supply of electric light; everything has lieen settbl and the 
Manager of the Corporation has promised to suf^dy current to us with* 
ta the next few months. As regards the sewerage scheme, the Hon’bb 
the Minister is prohaMy aware that the scheme is before the Gknrero- 
yaoat, and it is a matured scheme. Of course, we are now getting 
iltefed water from the Calcutta Corporation, hut if it is found that lk$ 
mpify ol water bom the Calcutta Corpo^ tion is not sufficient for otr 
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purpose, well, we shall have our tube-Wells, of which we have already, 
with the assistance of the Sanitary Engineer, got schemes and estimates. 
•So, if at this time when we can just make two ends meet, the Calcutta 
Corporation take the best portion of our municipality, I think the 
financial condition of Imth the Garden Beach and the South Suburban 
municipalities will be hopelessly crippled. We are now getting 
Be. 16,000 from rates and taxes, and after the next three years we hope 
to get Bs. 20 to Bs. 22,000 from increased taxation. The Calcutta 
Corporation know all that, and they want to reap the benefit of that 
increased taxation, and they also know that within the next few years 
they will not have to spend a single pice for the improvement of that 
area. 1 am glad to see that Mr. Stuait- Williams, the Chairman jof the 
Fort Commisioners is now here. The Calcutta Corporation wore always 
telling us that the Garagatcha and the Shahpur roads which form the 
boundary line of the Cahutfa Corporation will be acquired by the Port 
Commissioners, and it will l>e necessary to have fixed boundar>' roads. 

I know that was true some time ago, but it is not true now. The Port 
Commissioners themselves do not know their own minds. They have 
now been trying to shift the marshalling yard from where it ought to 
have been to another place, about three or four miles, they have been 
making a survey lo exieinl their area further to the south of the present 
Bock Extension .area. They acquired these lands, which are lying as 
waste land, about 16 years ago under a declamtion of 1905, and they 
have done nothing to impiove the area witlnn the South Suburban 
munici|>ality these last 15 years. I do not know how long this portion 
will remain as it has l)een all these years. If, however, it is absolutely 
nfKsessary for the Port (Commissioners to have these lands at some distant 
date, the remedy is (here, and this jwrticular remedy has been suggested 
by Mr. Dos in his nqmrt in the Sjjecial (^oramittee. You will find it 
in section 533 of the new Bill, I think. Under that section the local 
Government is em|H>wer<Hl to extend the area of the Calcutta Corporation 
by notification. I tell the Port Commissioners — if you really want it, 
very well, then take it ; but if you do not want it now, why try to extend 
your area which is a source of income both to the South Suburban and the 
Ganlen Beach municipalities at the iiresent time^ You can always 
approach the local Government and say we require that portion for Dock 
Extension or any other purpose, so give us this area, whether it k from 
the South Suhurl>an or the Garden Beach municipality. ITie section I 
have already referred and which empowered the Calcutta Oorporitton to 
extend its area is section 533A(i). It reads >— 

The Ixipol Oovermnent ras.v, b;r notiftoatioii publish in the Colentta Oatetit and ' 
in tUeh other manner »n the; ma; determine, declare their intenikm to isdnde say 
apecified area in the netahbourbood of Calcutta within the Uniito of Oaksatla, to lie 
administered by the Corporation under ihia Act. h 

So the remedy is there, but the real reason as has been ioggeited by toy 
fritoid, Mr. Byed Kasim Ali, is that the Calcutta Corpomtioik is in vtoy 
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IftMii ated of »oney and tluit it ia »o, will dearly appear from Uie 
idmiidoii made by tbe present Cbairman of the Calcutta Corpmtiotif I 
ibiiik 1 found tbis report in the E»glishmam of the 30th November, and 
ibis is what he said, but before 1 read it in suf^iort of my argument I 
jhoold say that the (^)rporation are very anxious to have a sewerage 
scheme at Maniktala, hut what have they taken in that direction f 
What will hapiwu after a few years when the Hidyadhari will be silted 
upP This is what my friend, Balm Surendra Nath Mallik, said on the 
2^h November about this with reference to the drainage scheme of 
Calcutta : 

If nothin;; iw dom* iinmodiRtrty, tlratnaae will W prAHic-wlly impoiaibh* in tht 
followring year, wad thin in too M*rioutt a tiuna to itmWmpUte. An dcK>id»d at tbs 
Uat cominiilee maotina a dredger haa hoaii Krouaht up tha Bidhyadhttri sad it 
rowdy to work, hut tliaro ar« no fund* to work it with 

[At this stage tlie ineuilH*r having reached the tiuie-limit was Jier- 
mitted by the Hon’hle the President to continue for another five 
miniiteH.] « 

Blby SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Thai meaiiH (lovemineni 
funds, not ours. 

BilNl SURENDRA NATH RAY: You wen* speaking then as (Uiatr- 
man of the Calcutta (’orixiruton. 

Bibu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: (loverniuenl have got no 
funds, we have got to pay. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: You said the esiimate was for 
Us. G lakhs and the total for ihiM year and the next won Ks. 10} lakhs 
for dredging only. 

Btbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Yes, but we have paid already. 

B§bii SURENDRA NATH RAY: Ported tf» pay. Then have the 
Calcutta Corporation done justice Uj the area which is within itl' What 
IS the condition of wards 2^1 and 24 F In ward 2*4 I am owner of some 
lands jointly with the Port ('oniinissioiiers;*! do not know whether 
Mr. Btuart- Williams has ever visited that place; if he goee there, he 
will find that it is a dense wilderness; it is tlu* same now in 1923 as it 
was in 1899. My friend, the present C!hairman of tbe Calcutta CorporU- 
tiptt, represented for three years ward 24 in the Calcutta Corporation ; 
whai it the state of ward 24? After heavy lain the whole of tbe 
phee is flooded, and for days the people cannot (‘ome out of their 

•Sbil SURENDRA NATH MALLIKl We have already spent about 
Ba. 12) lakbi on ibis. 

Pl*B tURlNORA NATH RAYt These are tbe main objWtioiit to 
Iho nmidgaiiiaiion of tbeae two areas with the Calcuiia Corporation. X 
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hope the members present will bear all this in mind in giving thei 
votes in this Council. 

Bibu SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs I move that in clause 3 (la 

after sub-clause il) the following be inserted, namely: — 

**{la) the Cossipore-Chitpur municipality/’ 

May I submit one point to you, Sir, for consideration? As it is, ] 
have got to speak with regard to all the inunicipalitie.s, and in view o 
the fact that you have been pleased to grant a little more time to other 
who have spoken on behalf of one only, I trust that 1 shall be treatei 
with the same consideration. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS I recognize the fact that you will have to pu1 
the case for the Cabmttu Corporation. T shall permit y(»u to speak foi 
a longer time. 

Btbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs Gentlemen 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Order, order! 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs I am sorry, Sir. I rise U 
move the amendment which stai-ds in niy name. I rise to move thif 
aamding to the direction of the Calcutta ('orporation, viz., the Com- 
missioners of the Calcutta Corporation who are the representatives of the 
ratepayers of the city of (Calcutta. They have every year reiterated (he 
cry that this municipality should also be included within the fold oi 
the Calcutta (!oriKirution, and it is my duty to lay their plaint Wfore you, 
that this municipality of Cossipore-Chitpur should also be included with- 
in the Calcutta Corporation. This is not an act or from the point oi 
view of territorial aggrandisement, that this is sought for; nor is it that 
the needs of the Corimration are so urgent that this cannot be postponed. 
I shall give you a few facts and figures from which I shall ask the House 
to come to their own conclu.sion. 1 know a considerable amount of 
canvassing has been going on on the part of those whose interest it is to 
go about and they have been doing this; but my ca.se rests on facU and 
figures from which the conclusion which I ask the House to come to is 
•imply unquestionable and does not require canvassing. I shall now 
place my facts before the House for acceptance, and I am perfectly sure 
no amount of canvassing can possibly have any effect against all these 
facts and circumstances provided they are given a hearing which they 
certainly demand. I may now refer to the ratable value of land in 
Calcutta. So far as that is concerned, it is excessive in Calootta^ 
Everybody knows that it is so; only the other day we discussed Ihl#. 
It is excessive at the present moment^ regard being had to the tnoome of 
4he largest number of people in Calcutta which i.s Rs. 60 a ymt; hi 
England in ordinary municipalities it is M to Mb, though inoomee 
are 20 times as large ; that shows that the rate in Calcutta is inordinate 
high. The natural conclusion is that land values are wonderfully Ugfe 
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Oalciitta and am bear oo contpariiioii to any oUier place* We have ill 
Ualcutta—iiiy friend, Mr* Emerson, will bear me out in ibia-*^land of tbe 
enormous value of Hs. 40,000 to Re. 50,000 a cottah and even in dteiani 
parte of Calcutta, it ie not lees tban, on an average, even in lanes, 
Be. 2,000 to Ri 4. 2,500 a rottah. What doe« this show? Does it show 
iiiat there is room and reason for expansion <ir tioi^ Pass any number 
of Rent Arts you tike, take any measures you like in this direction, yoil 
enn never bring down the rents. It is impt)ssibie for tbe {M>or to exist 
so long as you do not look to the extension of Imildings, the opening 
out of new areas by opening new roads, making nea tramways, having 
new motor buses and so on; ultimately this the best way of bringing 
down land values in ('alruua; that is the only reiiuMiy. is this some* 
thing which is iinpossibtey It is iMuirid to come either ti»-day or to- 
morrow ; you can never che<‘k it ; 1 believe in (uie tbing—a wider, a letter, 
and a more glorious C'ulcutta. It is my own city, it should be tbe 
pioudest privilege in my life to see what we have done to it Indore we 
leave it for e^er. I should like to see the city raisiMl to the real position 
of the sei’ond city in the Kmpiro. Is this the city which my friend, 
Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, thinks is too bigf He dues not know how to com- 
pare this with other cities; he has not studied the tjne^tum appanMiily, 
otherwise he would never have said that, lamk at Jiiverpool : (he popu- 
lation there is 7^ lakh.«»; liKik at ('alcutta; the population is 9 lakhs; 
l<x)k at the conditions; one is in the tropics and the other is in a very 
told country; in Liverpool you will find the area is 21, DUO acres; iu 
Calcutta it is at the pretn^nt moment only 12,000 acres. Does that show, 
gentlemen, that there is room for exi»uision or not? For 9 lakhs or 
mure you have got I2,t)00 acres in Calcutta. What does that show', 
gentlemen 

Mr. PfICilDENTS Mr. Mullik, you must really address the Chair 
and not the Council; you ought to know better; vou must address the 
Chair. 

Mpi tURENDRA RATH MALLIKs I ought to know better; I made 
a mistake ond I apologise. * 

The next question is — c*an this Ik* postponed?' It is admitted and it 
is bound to be admitted that so far as these two mnnicipalitiei are 
otmcerned, they are bound to be included in f ’ab ut la and it cannot be 
poatponed. You may postpone it for a few years, you cannot postpone 
It lor all time. Now, Sir, what is the conse^ptence of poitponemeiit f 
Yow leave all these municipalities to ai tilh they like, yon cannot control 
tbair roads, cannot control their alignment, their building areas; you 
tuniply allow tbe same <ondttions to prevail in those poHions, against 
wbteb we and our esteemed friend the Chairman of the Improvement 
are fighting so bard. That is what you would ilo, fKr. What is 
Om aataral eoAsequencef You will have to pay fen times more if you 
trim II up a few y^rs hence. That will be the consequence. 1 ibiiiki 
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therefore, that this matter cannot be postponed. If you look at it from 
a point of view of purely parochial or vested interest, the matter is quit^ 
diiferent. I quite appreciate that if anybody like my friend, Babu Hem * 
Chandra Nasker, who belongs to this municipality, and my. esteemed 
friend, Babu Burendra Nath Hay, who also has property in them; of 
course, they might veiy well^jome and object. That has been the reason 
for postponement all along. I (juite renieml)er when I was only a boy, 
about 16 — 1 cannot actually remember my age — in the year 1887, when 
the added area was proposed to be added to the city, at that time 1 was in 
my college day ; I remember that our fathers meet at meetings i remmn- 
ber they protested and said everything is gone away, it is tremendous, 
we are being dragged into Calcutta proper and all that was discussed. 
Now are their sons regretting that Bhowanipore and Kidderpore are 
included in Calcutta^ We know what the conditions were before; look 
at the improvement now. My friend, Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, has come 
to live in Calcutta, but he does not know what those conditions were 
before. 

Some stray observations have been made about the condition of 
wards 28 and 24; it is a water-logged area; the Port (Commissioners have 
got the l)oat canal ; we have spent about lls. 12J lakhs over that and we 
are going to spend some more. Then, again, it has been suggested that, 
possibly, if these areas are taken in, we will not l)e able to do our duty 
by them because they will be consumed in the bigger unit of the existing 
municipality. Nothing is more prejmsterous than an idea like this. 
Anybody who knows the facts will say just the opposite. In 1888 when 
the Act come into existence adding the suburban ureas, the same thing 
was said, and I would ask you to consider this. There was a statutory 
liability to spend Its. 8 lakhs a year over these added areas and — I have 
said this in Mr. Das’s Committee — during the last years apart from 
disregarding their claims we have spent Us. 61 lakhs on them. Does it 
show that the imduded areas were iieglectecl and that according to the 
traditions of the Corporation the ureas, which ore now proposed to be 
added, will Iw neglected!' Then, why should you think on lines? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Again, you are addressing the members, 
Mr. Malltk. You should address the Chair. 

Babu BURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am very sorry, Sir, 

Mr. D. Ct CHOSE: May I ask, Sir, when addressing the Chaii:, tnuif 
he always look at you ? 

# 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessary to look at the Chair always, 
but it is neither customary nor convenient for a member to turn his 
hack upon the Chair while he is speaking. 

Mm BURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Sir, you are quite right and 
how to your ruling, whatever Mr. GHoee may say. The fm.*ta are theee* 
Instead of spending Rs. 80 lakhs, which was the statutory limitiilli 
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imtion liav« «pent over B«. 6 iaklis for the improvenient of thM 
IMiMui durini^ the la«t 10 years, and we are going to spend erores and 
Worse in future. In the face of these facts Mr. Syed Kasim Ali^e 
argument has no force whatever. 

Then the question arises — why do s’e want to include these areas? 
And my answer is — for our eximnsion work. That is the primmy reason 
for which we want these areas. We want more space for our little 
children to move about. Three hundred and fifty children out of a 
thousand die every year in the northern and central portions of the city 
before they attain the age of one year. In one ward alone 581 children 
died out of a thousand. We want open spaces in the city for our 
childreirs park, for our youngmeu*s gymnasiums and for schools of 
primary edueation. We want space for recreation grounds, for libraries, 
and a thousand other amenities of life whti'h go to make a great city. 
It is in the congested areas that we most need them and it is there that 
high land values prevail and where anything between 20 and 40 thousand 
rupees are asked for a cottah it is impossible to do these. The only way 
is to open out and open out. We want more extensive roads, more 
improved communications, more ‘buses and tramway services. Expan- 
sion is therefore bound to come. If this city is to exist, we are bound 
to have expansion. 

Here I would like to deal with another point in this connection. It 
has been urged more than once that {leople in these areas do not favour 
inclusion. I do not know whether that is a fact. 1 can place enough 
evidence before the House to show that that is not so. A great number 
of f>eople of the locality came and saw me and asked me to lake over 
Maniktala. Only yesterday, at a meeting in which my hon^ble friend, 
Babu Hem Chandra Kasker, was present, the Vice-Chairman of the 
Maniktala municipality declared that (hey had no objection to be taken 
in on certain conditions. As regards rossipore-f’hitpui , the same thing 
has been urged by a person for whom I have got the highest possible 
regard and whose opinion I cannot venture to contradict except under 
a sense of duty which I cannot at the same time overUmk. 

[At this stage the bell rang as the member had reached the time- 
limit. He was, however, allowed by the Hcm^ble the. Preiddeni to 
oontmue.] 

I am very sorry to differ from one at whose feet I have learnt all my 
lessons in politics that self-determination Or the desire of the people of 
these places to merge into our city ought to, according to democratic 
principles, prevail. That I cannot mreept as correc t. It has Inien well 
said that that argument appears to be fallacious. Democracy may have 
its defects, but it does not mean that a small minority may negativs 
pR^pQsals which are liecessary for the insistent growth of a great city. 
That is not democracy. Bo lafas the Cossipore-Chitpur municipality is 
etmoemed, I will tell the Council what we hare already done. Already 
the OUcatta Improvement Trust have taksn up works od improvemeut tii 
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these areas in the interest of the iroprorement of Calcutta and spent 
considerable portion of the revenues of Calcutta to this end. They iiave 
already spent Rs. 47 lakhs for an open spac^ in Cossipore-Chitpur. 
There is another* housing scheme which will cost Rs. \M lakhs of whiclf 
Rs. 7 lakhs have already Wn spent, amd they have ffot a sewerage 
scheme for Maniktala under consideration now*. In whose interest are 
they doing it? In the interest of the citizens of Calcutta who are bear- 
ing the cost. The direct contribution to the Improvement Trust by the 
Corporation is now Rs. 1.3 lakhs a year and the indirect contribution of 
about half a crore yearly also comes from the citizens of Calcutta. This 
and other moneys raised by the Calcutta Improvement Trust as loan will 
be required to improve these bxalities and when, after 30 or 40 years or 
more, the Calcutta Improvement Trust have finished their labours, the 
whole of the liabilities incurred by them for improving these areas are 
also to be shouldered by the Corporation under se<’tion 177 of the Calcutta 
Improvement Act, All these have been done without even my hon’hle 
friend Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, knowing it. And yet it is urged that these 
municipalities ought to remain outside. Why, these municipalities are 
de(>endent on us for their very water-supply. And we have given them 
water when we had not sufficient water ourselves. I humbly put it 
Wore the Council —after all this, is it fair and just to say that they 
should remain outside? In the face of these facts, is it reasonable for 
a man without a bias or prejudice and without vested interest to oppose 
the inclusion of these areas in our fold? 

Therefore, hmking at it from every point of view — e<'onomic, sani- 
tary, from the |K>int of view of convenience and comfort — we should 
have these areas included and the longer the delay in taking them over, 
the greater will he the difficulty hereafter in doing the same and the 
cost will be ten-fold at no distant date if the scheme is delayed. The 
time is come, nay, it is long overdue, when the task of treating the 
city as an organic whole should be undertaken. Hitherto our efforts 
have been sjsismodic. Our forebears made mistakes which we are now 
trying to rectify. Possibly they had no idea that the task wonld be 
so big. To reconstruct tht city ns an organic whole is our aim. We 
have got to allocate se^tarate sjiaces for people of diffemnt sorts of 
pwsuasion and activities. The city must have a definite portion laid 
down for her industrial area, for her labouring classew, and for the 
middle class and jioorer hha^ralogs, her area for offensive trades, her 
area for big public institutions, and many others of that sort, idl linked 
together by an excellent system of roads and means of quick and cheap 
locomotion and transit — all these areas working into a harmoiuMui 
whole to the glorious upbuilding of this second city of the Empuw— 
which is our city and which is the capital of th^ province. Any idea 
that falls short of it is one which I am’ bound to oontradici. 

Then as regards Garden Beach. Is it a matter ol luxniy that w# 
want itf We only want a portion oi it — that portion which hac heew 
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•oquired by tbe Port CkNnmisRionem for thetir new dockn. Wo wnnt it 
because we bnve not ffoi a definite lK>undary in the Routh. The old 
boandary has been destroyed {mrtty by the Port l>>mmisaiotiers and the 
mt is froing to he put under water. We cannot hR%*e an imaginary 
boundary pessing over sheets of eater and railway lines and oooliea* 
huts, etc. As 1 have said, we have no scientific boundary in the south, 
and so we claim a jwrtion of that municipality. We are told that if ^ 
we do that the municipality will l»e cripphnl. We considered the situa- 
tion and as a result we have come to the conclusion — against our pre- 
vious resolution — that we should jitiy to the (bmlen Reach municipality 
half of the income which they now derive from that jwrtion and we 
shall |)ay it for the next ten years. Since then we have further decided 
to let them have half of what they say they get from their tenants in 
those parts. 

As regards my hon’hle friend, Rahu Surendra Nath Ray’s contention 
that the imiiii(‘ifiality is going to have a s<»wcrage scheme— 1 do not 
know what to think of it. It makes me laugh to h€»ar of these muni- 
cipalities talking of wweruge srhenios. Municipalities with one or 
two lakhs income making sewerage s^’hemes? Howrah witli its income 
of Rs, 18 lakhs cannot dream of it. It means a mint of money. It is 
one thing to draw out a scheme on pu|K*r and another thing to carry it 
out. It cannot la* done by an ordinary municipal overseer. It has to Is* 
done by sjiecialised engin«»ers whon» we alone imssess. It is not so very 
easy. This can only be d(»!ie by us and we will do it, in the interest of 
the country, with the help of our sptH'ialirxHl staff and, if ne<*d lie, in 
consultation with our (.’onsulling Kngineer in Ti<j»ndon. My hoirble 
friend says that they are going 1o take ele<’tric lights there. Hut will 
that moke the place more attractive without sewerage improvements P 
The same remarks apply to the water-works question. Y«mi cannot 
do it with such a limitcH) income. There is absolutely mi wmse in these 
proposals. I will place certain facts liefore Rabu Hem Chandra Nasker 
and the Council. The Maniktala municifiality have not sufficient 
lauds for their dumping ground, we have lent them the land on a nominal 

0# Be. 250 — ^how can they have land then for their sewerage sys- 
tMnF Sewerage conditions in Maniktala is ** appalling ” — that is the 
word used by the District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas and it is erm- 
iideied to be soan-e of danger. We realized that and that is the iwason 
why we have allowed them to have water at six annas while they charge 
their tmtepayera one rupee* thus making a prrffit. 

Mr. Stuart-Williams has a motion suggesting the inclusion of the 
whole cd the Garden Beach municipality. Bo far at that is concerned, 

I conleas I am mHier in an unfortunate postitoo. This was never con- 
iUiied hy the CorporatioD and unless the Cbrporation consider this, 
jm may well imagine my poeitioo in not being aide to say whetimr 1 
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can accept it or not. There are Yarioua other difficulUee in that con- 
nection too. [Here the hon’ble member ghowed the positicm ctf the 
auburbaii municipal lioundarieg in a map.] The Garden Beach muni- 
cipality have an area running right up to the river and five milee long 
and the question is whether our new water-works is such that we can 
ac^commodate them. It cannot be replied off-hand. It can only be 
replied by our Chief Engineer after consultation with our Consulting 
Engineer in England. Then, again, the question of sewerage has got 
to 1)6 considered and what would Ik* the initial cost in that cx>nnection 
and so forth. These are difficult questions and cannot ibe settled 
off-hand. There are two ways of apprcxiching the question. One is 
that personally I am satisfied that this place is bound to come within 
the Calcutta municiiiality swuier or later. The labour question will 
then be very keen there. Many of the mercantile firms will have their 
factories there and the pla<‘e will teem with population and sanitary 
arrangements will l>e necessary. We therefore must wait as at pre- 
sent circumsUinccd. The other alternative is that if you, Sir, allow 
me to have the consideration of this suggestion postponed till after 
the Corporation have discussed the question 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can suggest that after Mr. Stuart^Willinms 
has moved his amendment. 

BalNl SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Very well, Sir. 1 think that 
iJl the jK>ints raim»d by my hon’ble friend, Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, and 
others have Immui anHwert*d and there is no reason why our legitimate 
claim should 1 h» ignorcnl or disregarded. 

Gne word more and I have done. My hon’hle friend, Mr. Syed 
Nasim Ali, insinuated that we cannot raise a loan. Whether bo said 
this by way of a joke or in sheer ignorarice, I do iK>t know. But if it 
is due to ignorance, the piece of ignorance apiKKirs to be colossal. Any- 
bcxly who nvids the newsiH»[)eiw knows that we have very recently not 
only succeeded in raising ^ big Icxin in Londcm but we have raised it at 
a incHlerate rate of interest and at a premium too. We offered in- 
terest at 7 ]ier cent, in Calcutta, but the financiers here wanted to take 
up at 97. We refused. And then on the advice of my hon'Ue collea- 
gue, Hajw Beshee Case T^aw, and other financial magnets, we floated this 
big loan of Bs. 75 lakhs in lK>ndo*n at 6 per cent, and it has bean 
taken up, at a premium — at 101. Does this show that we cannot nlm 
a loanP Is this the sort of inforiuaiion with which my hon’ble frtelid 
came equipped in Council to opifose our suggestions P If ha had any 
doubt about this point, he could have come and asked Jtae instead Ul 
cherishing this misapprehension in his boksn. 


Mr« EYED NASIM Atll I got the news from the Gonwimtixm. 
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iital tURINDRA NATH MALLIKs If my hon*hle fmiul milly got 
the news from the C<>rj)oration, then this is news indeed. 8ir, to get 
news is one thing and to roanufacluro news is <|ui(e niiother. I do not, 
of eourst*, suggest that luy hon’Ide friend has 4 ietuull> umnvifuetuUHi the 
news. 

I can very ivell understand my hon’tde frieiul, Balm Hem Chandra 
Nasker’s op}K)sition — as he owns eonsiderahle jm>|s»rty in Muniktala. 
He has stmxl u]) for his munic'ijKility foi wlih h I cannot hut entertain 
the highest [x>ssihle rt^gurd for him. 1 cun understand his ]M)sition, and 
though his o{>j[X)ciition is not hused on reason hut on sentiment, it is 
sentiment of the nohlest sort and 1 nv4]M*ct it. But is it any ivason that 
the rest of the House should also think in the same wiiyl^ I think I 
have said enough to convince them that the inclusions are urgently 
re<|uired in the iTiterest «»f lM)th parties «*on(’er!HHl and 1 ho|H^ that Uu*y 
will not, in any circumslam-es, fail to give due considemtiou to the 
facds 1 have places! iK'fore them wliich. I doubt not, could have Ihhmi 
ljertU*r jduced hy a more ehxjuent man than myself. But 1 would ask 
them hi admit the justice of <iur claims when we say that we ought (o 
have inclusion and we cannot uftonl to do w'itlmut it. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: I also HUp{N>it this lumMidmeni and 
my reasons an*^— 

(1) The city must U* taktm as it a<'tually exists and not as defimnl 
hy artiticial Isnindaries. The census rejnirts show's that the fiopulatioii 
of Cs>ssi|K>re-Chitpur luis im reased hy aUmt 5(1 |)er cent, within the last 
20 years. This is wholly due to the overflow of the Calcutta |M)pula- 
lion into the.Ho area, so that the iHjpuIution of this area really forms jwrt 
of the {K>pulation of Calcutta. 

(2) (Calcutta is a commercial centre and factorms and unwholesome 
trades arc Ixmiid to develop within it. For the liKation of such factories 
and trades she must hxik lx\vond her lK>undari(X4 and the most suitable 
place for these reganl Ixung had to traiisixirt and other facilities, would 
b« Cossipore-Cbitpur, Maniktala, and (fardtsi Beach. 

(.1) The tendency of the Calcutta ixipufattoii is to sprt'iad to tlm 
nofth. At iiresent it is massed in the north for we find that whereas 
in IHstrict Nos. 1 and 2 of an area of 5J N<{uare miles the {Ki{>iilatioii j>er 
acre varies from 160 to 250; in District No. Ill of an area of sciuare 
miles it averages 60 per acre; and in District No. IV of an area over 
3 square miles it averages only *‘12, My exfHirieiH e in the Improvement 
Trust shows that persons who have Wn dishoiiwHl hy the o|K»rations of 
the Trust are very umrilling to be rehoused in Dhaktiria and Bhowatii- 
pore which areas have been considerably improved and opened out hy 
the opmtions of the Trust. It may be mentioned in this cotmeciton 
tliai in 1883, 12) square miles were added to the 6 square miles of the 
original city, the bulk of the added area being to the south and south* 
west with a narrow strip between Circular Road and Circular Canal on 

• I 
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the north-eaHt. ThiH addition did not any way go to relieve the con- 
gestion in the north and the only portion of this added area which wae 
effective in this directtion was the strip on the north-east. It proved 
hut a fact, viz., that it was impossible to transfer the population from 
the north to the south. 

(4) There can be no doubt that incor|x>ration of the Cossipore-Chit- 
pur municipality will greatly accelerate her development. Her build- 
ing operations and sanitary improvements and the improvements of 
Calcutta would Ije controlled and guided by one policy so that she may 
be developed on the lines which would fit in best with her iKwition in 
re8i>ect of the great commercial city. 

(/)) In Knglund and the continent, all growing cities are constantly 
enlarging their boundaries and a proposal for siuh extension is almost 
always opposed hy the inhabitants of the area proposed to Ik* al>sorl)ed ; 
naturally this should l)e so, for aiimlgainution will always interfere 
with certain vested interests. In spite of all opposition it is usually 
found necessary in the case of a growing town to jK*rio<lically enlarge 
its lM>undaries and the relevant (considerations in a matter like this would 
be the g(K)d of the town as a whole and not the vested interest of some 
jieoplo of the suburban area to l)e added. 

(d) This area is developing rapidly and owing to the low standard 
of municijxvl administration and the limited i)owers under the liengal 
Municiiwl Act, this development is uncontrolled and, in the absence of ii 
proi>er system of drains and sewers and an adecpiate waler-su[)ply, is 
productive of conditions which at any time may turn a serious menace 
to the health of Calcutta. The main reason put forward by the op|H)si- 
tion is that the represen tat ivtvi of CossiiK)re-Chitpur do not desire it, 
and theivfore, according to democratic principles, the j)n»jH>sal must 
be r«^je('t(Ml. My short answer to that argument is that if you ean stem 
the growth of Calcutta, do it by all means and let democracy have its 
day. But inasmuch as it is imixxHsihle to do it we have to face the 
problem from the view-point of the development of Calcutta and its 
population and the housing of the same. The vested interests tuid the 
facilities for learning the art of self-government have to be sacrificed 
for the solution of the bigger problem, viz., the good health and ameni- 
ties of the greater town with its added area. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has sufficiently refuted the argumetita 
of Mr. Syed Nasim Ali. I would only add that there is now no diffi- 
culty of floating a loan in liondon of even a cmre of rupees on behalf 
of the Corporation and that even at a premium. 

Mr* C« STUARTaWILLIAMSs I move the following amendment, 
namely, that in clause 3((i/), after sub-clause (1), the following be 

inserted, namely. 

the Garden Reacdi municipality.’’ 
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In the Bill ae it Htands at present, the position is that provision is 
made for the iooliisiou of the Maniktala roi]nici()a)ity within the Cor* 
poniimi of Caloulla, coupleit with a condition rej^arding the expendi- 
ture of certain sums of money on the improvement of that municifmlity, 
which 1 should have thought would have brought lailm to the hearts of 
the ratepayers within that area. 

As regards the Garden Reach mutiici{Niliiv and the new Dook 
Extension area, part of which li<‘s within the boundaries of that muni- 
cipality » the {Kisition under the draft Rill is that the Dock area only is 
to lie included within the ccuifines i»f ('alcutta. and the pro]>osal for the 
inclusion of the D(»rk area only is coupled with a condition of an 
entirely diftenuit kind from that in the case of Maniktala, namely, that 
one-half of the profit derived hy the municipality from the Dock area — 
whi('h 1 should regard as an illegitimate profit — should lie made over 
to the Garden Reach municipality in the bum of a subsidy to l)o paid 
for a jieriod of 10 years. Also it is j»rovided that in the case of the 
South Suburban iuunici|mli(y, where tlie cost of the services rendered 
to the Port Commissicmers is to slight that it has not lieen considered 
necessary to make any reduc tion on that acc'ouiit fiom the revenue which 
they derive from the ]*ort Commissioners, one-half of the profit or net 
revenue drawn hy the municipality should In* made over to that muni- 
cipality for u similar period. I hat is the pro|M>sal as it now stands. 
To understand how tliut position has l>een arrived at, I would refer very 
briefly to the history of (his mutter. It was obviously one regarding 
which difficulty was Ixiund to occur in arriving at n general agreement; 
it was found irniH>ssihle to obtain the consent of all the puKies interested 
and in these circumstances, as my friend Balm Surendra Nath Ray has 
said. Ihe^matter was referred to an influential and impartial rommittee, 
the Chairman of which was the Advocate-General. Babu Surendra 
Nath Ray has read out to this Ifouse the findings of that Committee 
and it is not necessar>' for me to rejieat them, but I wish to emphasise 
two fioiuts which are contained in those* findings namely the (^mmittee 
said in the first place : — ^ 

We are of opinion that the Port GoinmiMiuoB4>r» srf probably correct to con* 
dttdiiig that the CUihutta Or»r}ioration will be able to provide and maintain a 
awre effiicieiit aervice than the Oardeu Ri^h municipality. 

In the second place, the committee said : — 

At the same time it must be remembered that the completion of King Oeorge’s 
Deck «iU be accompanied by an increaj>e in the population— in all probability due 
to an influx of the poorer claaaea — and n an intensification in the induatrial charac- 
ter of the Garden Reach municipal area, and that the maintenaikde of an effleieot 
■imkapal adminiitration in the urban area adjoining the Dock* will be almoat as 
•aaaiitlal as the unprovemeni of the munictpal aervicea wfthia iba new Book 
wm. 

1 wiah to empbajnxe theae two point# particularly, hecauae whib I 
agm up to a point with Babu Surendra Nath Ray in hia reading of 
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the (Vmmiittee^H report, I am not entirely at one with him in his inter- 
pretation of their recommendations rejfarding the Garden Reach muni- 
eipiility. We affiee Hmt the f?ommittee*» summing up was in effect 
all ” or none,” but while Babu Surendra Nath Ray out of these 
two alternatives, selects the latter, namely, ” none,” I select the 
former, namely, ” all,” and I would urge that all those who read care- 
fully the Committee’s reiK)^ with reference to all the circumstances will 
agree with me that my interpretation is at least as reasonable as 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray’s. 

Now, Sir, the recommendatums of this Committee were not accepted. 
The Sehn i Committ<*e of the Council propose a compromise — as I 
presume it is often tlie duty t)f select committees to do — and it is that 
compromise which now stands in the draft Bill. T am not one of those 
who W’ould oj)iK>se a CDnipromlse merely liecause it is one; I have raysfdf 
t<K) often been faced with the necessity of effecting a compromise to 
take up that attitude, but there an* certain conditions which, in my 
view, should 1 k‘ met bt»fore a compromise can l)c accepted. One of 
these is that it siiould be free from any objectionable fcotures, and in 
my view’ the* compromise now profmsed, with the conditions attached 
to it of these statutory payncents for a numbcT of years to the Garden 
Reach and South Suburban muni(’i|wlities, is not free from objection. 
It ap|M’ars to me* tliat to provide for the payment of such subsidies is, 
to six»ak frankly, imying a premium on municipal inefficiency. 

In the s<*cond place, a compnimise of this kind should be one which 
appeals to the majority of the people inte,rested. My friend, Mr. Currie, 
w’ho has im|H»rtant interests in that area, and T myself, as representing 
the Port (Commissioners, d(» not regard this compromise as suitable or 
sufficient, and if my infonnation is correct, our view is shafed by a 
considc*rable section of other ratepayers. But, Sir, it seems to me there 
is a higher ground from which a matter of this kind should be view'ed. 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik the (’hairman of the Corporation, has 
given expression already to this principle and T find myself very largely 
in ugre«*ment w'ith him when he says that the matter should lx* deter- 
mined fnmi the |Knnt of view of the public interest as a whole and with 
due regard to the probabilities of the future. My only complaint js 
that Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has not gone quite far enough. The 
Dork area taken by itself will at first produce a revenue considerably 
in excess of the (’ost of the munieijMil wrvices wbieh tliey will require, 
though I hope that this position will lie modified in the near future 
ns progress is made with the important improvements which Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik has foreshadowed in the future. But as regards 
the remainder of the Garden Reach municipality Bahu Surendra Nath 
Mallik appears to me to have overlooked the sec.ond point raised in the 
report of the special C4>mmittee which I have already mentioned, 
namely, that the remaining portion of the Garden Reach area is likely 
in the near future to become an highly indn»irialised area and a Verar 
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imp^^riaiit portion of tbe urban area of Calcutta. It aeema to me tliat 
this should be recognised at once and specially so, because 1 
regard the prosperity of the i>ort and of the city as a whole as being 
intimately bound up together; we should, in iny opinion, kmk to the 
interest of the whole area; we should look beyond tbe interest of any 
particular section of the ratepayers and we should be lurepared, even 
at some jiecuniary sa<'rifi(H\ to do what is net'essary for the good of the 
whole city. So far ns the Port (\)iinnissioners arc* cMUonTmul, a*e want 
to feel that the an‘a for which we are res|HOisible is free from all 
reproach; that it is up-to-date in every possible way, and to ensure this 
we are prejiared to face the extra exiienditure that will Is* involved. 
And I would apjieal to the House to adopt the view, which Halm 
Surendra Nath Mallik has put Is^fon* them and in which 1 (*oncur, that 
our vote to-night should bo decided in accordance with our view of the 
well-being of this great (‘ity. 

There is only one idher |Miint which 1 w'ish to mention. It is impor* 
tout that the jxirt of Calcutta sliould have at an early date a suitahle, 
well-«sjuip]M*d luMilth exaininalion station to deal with pass<*ngt*rs 
arriving at and leaving this fK»rt. To this end certain projMisals are 
now under consideration and they involve the iwajuisition of an aiva of 
land to Ih* used for this puijMise. 1 find that that anui is apimiximutely 
one-half within and oruvlialf without the iKnindaries of the Garden 
Reach municipality. If my amendment carried and the whole of 
Garden Reach Is* im luded within ( ulcutta, there should be no practical 
difficulty in ensuring that* this health exaiiiinution sintioti should 
w'ell-equipi>ed and well-looked after as a part of the functions of the 
city 

We who are residents in Garden Reach or wdio represent residents in 
that area uit in the jKisition of a sick man who is urgently in ne<*d of 
medical attendance and medicine. W« have at present two local 
doc’tors to atteml us, hut neither of these am }h» called altogether satia- 
factory. Gne I may lall Dr. Garden Reach and the other Dr. South 
Suburlum. Dr. Garden Reach may bf^ dohig his Wst, but he is ill* 
e<)uipped and be is unable to give us the medical aticmdance or the 
medicine which we need; in fact the only direction in which bis effi- 
ciency and punctuality is lieyond ipiestion is as regards tbe submission 
of his bills. Dr. South Suburban renders even smaller servii'es though 
he also is most efficient in the submission of bills. There is, however, 
another. doctor some little distance away — Dr. (’alcutta — whose fees are 
aomewbat higher and who has already beiivy responsibilities. He may 
be reganled, however, as iMwsessing one or two motor cars; they are 
not iileal machines since they sometimes break down and more ofUm 
itm out of petrol, but at the same time this doctor is in a pi>siiion t4> 
do more to meet the requirements of his patients, and we. wouhl rather 
hall Kia services, even if ai^ompanM by higher fees, than maintain 
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the preAeni position where we jmy feeB but have ourselves to provide 
for raediijiueg we require. 

With these remarks, 1 be^ to move the amendmeut staudiug io my 
name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before the House proceeds further, I wish to 
]x>itit out that memWrs who wish io speak upon an amendment rels^tiu^ 
to any imrticular area may also make general observations with regard 
to ail the areas affected, if they so desire. But if! they onoe speak on 
Maniktala and again rise to sjxsak on Cossijx>re-Ohitpur, that will not 
l>e allowed. Three or four speeches from each member cannot be 
l)ermitted. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: The case for the non-inclusion of Maniktala 
within the muni(d|>al limits of Calcutta must Is? Imd, very bad indeed, 
because it has to Ih‘ sup|K)rted in this Council by arguments which, 
to say the least, are ubHolutely fantastic. One such argument was 
advanced by Mr. Syed Nasiiu AH and has Imhui dealt with by my friend, 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. Sir, when 1 heard Mr. Syesl Nasim Ali 
say that the CoriMiration could not float a loan in Calcutta, I wondered 
whether Mr. Syed Nasim Ali was living in Mars or in t'alcutta, I)ecau8e 
as every Ixhly knows a few days ago there was a long telegram sent out 
from London giving us the joyful news that the loan floated on behalf 
of the CoriKiration of (iilcutta had been oversubscrilxjd. 1 am afraid 
my friend, Mr. Syetl Nasim Ali, has mixed up two things, lie has 
mixed Uj) [Kuiiaps the capacity of the Corixuution to raise a loan with 
the failure to get the necessary money in (Calcutta. It is perfectly true 
we could not get the money in Calcutta. Why? BtMause the money 
market was tight and money was nt)t available here. But the moment 
we went to London and floiited our loan, the loan was oversubscribed. 

Then, Sir, I will deal with another amazing and fantastic argument 
which wttvs advanced by Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, the chief advocate of the 
n<m-inclusion of Maniktala. He says that the js'ople of Maniktala do 
not want this inclusion. Npw, Sir, i.s that true^ lx*! every member 
of Uiis ('ouncil read the report of the Boundaries Committee — a report 
which is almost in the nature of a judgment. The Committee was a^ed 
by (iovernment to take evidence, to consult loc’ol opinion, and then to 
come to a decision. What do they say after taking evidence and after 
consulting Imuil opinion? They say this: that local opinion in Manik- 
tala is sharply divided. Cue class of |ieople in Maniktala is eager> 
anxious, and willing that Maniktala should be included within the 
municipal limits of (^alcutta. Another class, says that “if we are 
guaranteed, if we are assured that the Corporation will spend the neoee* 
aary sum, the adequate sum for cariying out tmprovemenie in Manik^ 
tala^ we will not up|iose inclusion.*' Then it oomee to this: that every^ 
oike in Maniktala is in favour of inolusion^one class without 
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condition and another class on condition that the Cyoutta Corporation 
spends the necessary money for improvements. Therefore, is it not 
right to say that no one is opposed altogether to the inclusion of Manik- 
tala? And yet Mr. Syed Nasiiu Ali, an advocate of eminemv, who in 
accustomed to weigh and plaa* evidence before a court of law, says here 
as the chief advocate of Mauiktalu, that the people ol Maiiiktala are 
Closed to this inclusion. I say it is an aWlutely fautastio argu* 
ment — an argument not based ujKm any fiuindation of fact. Sir, the 
people of Kaniktala admit that they have not got the means, they have 
not got the money, they have m»t got the Imrroa’ing jiower to 
necmsarv improvements — they say that frankly. And, Sir, lei us hear 
in mind in this connection ahat was said by Mr. PnmtitM^. He, at any 
rate, has no bias one a*ay or c>ther with regard to this question. [A 
voice: Official bias.) Well, offi(ial bias of this kind that you will be 
pleased to hear that he opiH>st‘<l tlie inclusion of Cossijwre-Olnipur 
within the municiixil limits of (’almtta l»e«'anse he thought that these 
self-govt^rning bmlies should not lx* wi|>ed away unless then* was a very 
strong case for doing so. Is that an instance of an unreasoning official 
bias? However, that is u iligressiim. What did Mr. Prentice say with 
regard to Maniktulu? After a thorough, searching inquiry of Mauik- 
tala he gave evidence liefore the Boundaries (’ommittee and said that 
it should be wi{xhI away. He thought lliut the state of things in Muiiik- 
tala was such that it could not be remedied by the local niunicijXility 
and he summed up by saying — WijH* it away.” Mr. Syed Nasim 
Hays — is it right, is it good, is it projxT that the (V)r|smiti<»n should 
take upin itself this burden of improving Maniktala when its finances 
are in a precarious condition? But who is to be the Judge? Is Mr. 
Syed Nasim Ali, who lias never lieeii witliin the precincts of the (^>r|s>rtt- 
tion, to be the Jinlge or the Munici|xil Pommi.ssioners of (’alcutta? 
The (Corporation of (alcutta after a <ulm. cool, delilH^raie investigation 
of this question have come to the conclusion that they are in a fsjsi* 
iion to effect improvements in Maniktala and, therefore, they want the 

inclusion of Maniktala within the municiiml limits of Calcutta. 

• 

Then, one or two si»eakers have (piotfsl at length from that great, 
noble speech with which the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of tlia 
Department of liocal Self-(lovemment intro<lu(’ed this amending measure 
-^and quoted at length from that speech to show that the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Isxsal Self-Ooverument was oppose<l to the 
inclusion of Cossipore^chitinir and other areas f>ecause he thought that 
local opinion was hostile to such inclusion. The reference to the Hou’ble 
MiniateCs speech was made. 1 suppose, for the purpose of supfKirting a 
charge of inconsistency. Well, Sir, I venture to maintain that no 
ebar^ of inconsistency can be levelled against the Hon’ble the Minister. 
He Im throughout been seruptilously consistent with reganl to ibe qoea* 
tion of including Maniktala and other municipal areas within the liiailc 
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of CulcTiita. He ha» alwaya maintained and he maintains even now, the 
view that if the j^eople of a locality are opposed to the inclusion of their 
area within the limits of Calcutta, then it should not be included. His 
object in ap|X)intin^ the Bundaries Committee was to find out definitely 
what jx’ople in Maniktala, CoHsiiKire-Chitpur and other |daces thought 
alwmt the inclusion of their areas within the limits of Oolcutta. Well, 
everybody knows the comjwsition of that committee. There was the 
Advocate (General as its Chairman, there was Mr. Woodhead, the Ijond 
Acquisition (Vdlector, who hud no bias one way or the other, and there 
was Dr. S. (?, Bunarji, the President of the Calcutta Improvement 
Tribunal, on this Committee. It is true that before Dr. Banarji came 
into this ('omrniltec, he held the view that Maniktala should not be 
included; ho is a Maniklala man him.self — and I know that wdien he was 
invited to join this (Nnnmitlee he wrote to Government that he already 
held tile view that Maniktala should not be imduded and itskeil Govern- 
ment if in spite of ihnt fact Government still wanted him to lie on the 
Committe<*. Goverrirmoit said — Never mind your j)ea^)mi,l views, 
you (!ome and take eviden(*(*, and give ns your help in coming to a 
decision.” !!<> then joined this (^.ommiitee and after taking evidence 
ninl consulting locul (»pi!»ion, he also agreed witli tlie finding of the 
Committee that practically all clus.ses of |x*ople weiv in favour of the 
inclusion of Maniktala — one class without any condition and another 
with the statutory ('ondition that the (\»r|>oration should sjiend certain 
sums of money for the improvement of Maniktala. 1 have heard a 
great deal in (h‘fence of the non-inclusion of these areas. What have 
the advocates of the case for non-inclnsion to say? They cannot produce 
a single achievement in their favour. All they have said is that they 
have got this scheme, that scheme, and other schemes. They have 
pn»duced all kimls of nehulous scheme.s. It is (mly schemes, schemes 
and schemes that we have heard of in defence of the non-inclusion of 
these areas. 

With rt'gard to Cossiixire-Chitpur, 1 will say just one word before 
I conclude. I was mysedf pne of those* in the Corporation of Ouleiitia 
who had urged and clamoured for the inclusion of (k>ssipore-Chit|>ur 
within the muiiici|x»l limits of Calcutta, but when I found that the 
Boundaries Committee after investigation of this question and after 
taking evideiu'e and (consulting liN'al opinion had eome to the conclusion 
that ha*Bl opinion — one and all — was hostile to the inclusion of this 
municijmlity 

BiriNi SURENORA NATH MALLIKs Question, question. 


Mf» D« C* OHOiEt The Chairman of the CorpomticHi queetiona t^i$ 
Iftct, hut that is the finding of the Boundariefi Oommitteo. I have got 
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the Import of the Boundaries Committee before me and 1 will read it 
to you: — 


lit OMtlporeChitpur ilie weiglit nf kn'ttl ot^tnion is opiioned to {uii«lgiiin«iinn. 
Hie llAgiBirato of the ^'PArKAimh aImi do<*K not fNvour iimtt1g»m»tioti. Ttie 
mniiiripaltty is ef5<‘ionUy ntaniiKed and ita financial poaitkin ia one of ttinKiderahle 
■trenffth. 


Therefore, I maintain I am ron-ect in saying that at any ratt'— -if I 
may not say one and all — the majority of the |ieoj>le of CowHijnire- 
Chitjmr are hostile to the im liHion of their ari'a witliin the miiuitMpal 
limits of Calcutta. Is that o|>inion to 1 h‘ brushed aside altogether? 
In this connecti(»n 1 will read out to you the eloquent words with whic h 
the Hoirhle the Minister in charge of the Dejmrtmeiit of IsKUil Self* 
Government eoncluded his sjss'ch in this ('oiiiuil on the Isl DoesonWr, 
1921. I was one of those who had c'litieised him on iwcouiit of his 
oetion in not including (VHsijKirt'-f'hitpur within the limits of (\ih*utla, 
and this is what he said : — 

I mil MiniKtcr in clmr/ic of tlic J)cpjirtmciit of l^icid SclMioverniiicnt. The 
prinriplcH of Uxal S-lMJovormnciit arc denr X*t me 1 am licre in Uim 
|)OKition to vindicaU* mid upiiold thoM* prim iplcN. Whni nre the hnidamciital 
priiK'iplcN of hn al wi'lhi'overninciit 'f They arc that, ni rcicnnl to hHiil airtiirN, the 
Wk'IiI bodies Rliouid form the supreme Miithority. Wc finvc no ri|z)it Oi im|Mnte 
our will— ext raruMMiH mid forcii;n - iqKiti tlicni Th«t i» the cnwrnc of Imal welf* 
pivcrnnicnt. 1 think 1 enum iated tiiiN principle on the InnL (Mu aMon in dii«eiiju{ii(( 
A rcMilulioii iiuivi'd hy J>r A. Suhrawiirdy in connection with the utiM^teiiKiofl of 
union l«uird«. That Is'in^;: the fundamental primiple of hwal wlf-noverrimunt and 
my fum tion hein^ to uphold it, I cannot i:o aixnitiKt that principle. The primiple 
of Imal wlf-Koveriinient will not )s>riiiit me Oi over-rule the dmiariMl wiahea of the 
|Ks»ple. We are denuKTatiAini; the Ouimil mid the hwal IsKhew. 1 h it (HinKiatent 
aith tlm principlew of denunroiy? I »a.v “no." 

1 venture to say that 1 suhscrilK* to this doctrine, and it is liecaust* 1 
suhscrilie to this dot'trine that I am here to nii.se my voice against the 
inchisioii of (\issipore-Chitpur within (’alcutto, but I am also here to 
support the inclusion of Maiiiktahi iHuaiise it has Iss'ii found on evi- 
dence that the jietqde are not opiKiserl to it. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahidlff. 1 rise to sp^ak a few wwds 
about the several proiKisals of amalgamation to (Vicutbi which are now 
liefore us. I shall b(»gin by saying what I feid ulsiut the |m>iK)sal of 
Mr. Nasim Ali. I was one of iluwM* who bad always dreamt aliout a 
wider Calcutta, a lietter Cah-utla, which is fit to he called the Hec<wnT 
city in the Empire. If we trace from the very lieginning we find Calcutta 
was at first nothing but a cluster of villages. Subsequently, village 
after village had to be incorporated into* Calcutta and the result was 
that Calcutta extended and came to bo lioumled by T/ower and Upjier 
CSreular lioad and the river Ganges. In the year 18f<B certain suburban 
smntctpalitiea were amalgamated to this city, and we have the preaeni 
tdty of C«ictttta evolving out of them. Bfaowanipone, which waa onee 
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a separate town altogether, is now a part and parcel oi Caleatta. Simir 
Jarly, other places which were considered to be altogether oataide 
Calcutta are no longer considered to l)e so. If we have followed 80 
long that principle, my friend Mr. Syed Nasim Ali will realise that 
all that we have to do at the present moment is to etxtend the same 
policy a little further to the north and partly to the south and to thei 
east, Calcutta originally was so small that it could never have aspired 
to fhe fKisition which it now holds unless facilities were given for expan- 
sion. So this is not a new principle that ha.s been brought before u»; 
it is the w)ntinuati<>n of a j>rinciple which was accepted long long ago. 
My friend has sjioken of ex{>erience l)eing taken advantage of in the 
matter of legislation. I would point out to him that he is perfectly, 
right, but it is experience which has taught us that this sort of legisla- 
tion should lx* carried out. My friend has already been heckled too 
much alK)Ut bis knowledge? and information regarding the Corporation 
loans, 1 do not like to add to his miseries. 

Mr. SYED NASIM ALI: May 1 say one word by way of personal 
explanation y What 1 meant was this: that this loan could not be 
raised in India because the Indians knew ulwul the financial difficulty 
of the (W|K)nitioii. 

Rti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: My friend now makes a 
distiiKdion ludween Indians and Euro|)eans. My friend has again said 
that the Cor[X)ration is not in a iM)Mitiori to take u{x>n themselves this 
heavy additional burden. Well, that jxunt has also been very effectively 
answered by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the (^haiiman of the Corpora- 
tion. 

I do not like to take up the time of the Council by referring to the 
debati* that tcmk place the other day in connection with the Rent Act. 
but I would draw your particular attention to one point. It was evi- 
dently clear to every one of us that the tenants had to suffer because 
there was a dearth of houses and land. My friend has forgotten that 
it was suggesttnl that the only solution of the problem was the expan- 
sion of Calcutta by bringing in more lands within the boundaries of 
Calcutta* and making them habitable and fit for building purposes. 

Then, Sir, my friend, Mr. S. Mnhboob Alev has always been laboun- 
ing: under this difficulty that he was connected with the Mkniktala 
municiimlity and had a share in its troubles and he did not know how 
to part with it. The same is the case with my friend, Babu Hem 
Chandra Nasker. Thai was the difficulty with my friend, Baba Hem 
Chandra Nasker. These two gentlemen a}i|iarently are quite hapf^ in 
their associaiiou with the Maniktala municipality and alihough we 
would like to have them as Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta taldng 
up positions of trust and influence, still they are trying to stick to the 
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old stlm of affairs to sudi an oxtont tiiat it is impossible to make them 
believe that in futaie there may be morp hooouralile things for them. 
With all respects for my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, 1 a'ould say 
that his conclusions are to a certain extent prejudiced. At the Uonfer- 
euce to which he has referred, I also haptiened to be present. Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjea held that Conference to find out the opinion of the 
different bodies. As ex|^ecied, the CalcutUi ('orja>ration or the repre- 
sentatives of the C'alcutta CorjM»ration were for lunalgamation, while the 
other Suburban munici{Hilities were against it. But liecausc! in the 
Conference there was that expression <»f opinion by tlie repivseutativea 
bow much importance should be attached to that Conference, 1 would 
leave to my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray to consider. 

1 find that at the present moment there an* time distinct pr<>}iosaU 
before us. The Krst is the amulgumutitm of Muniktala; the second is 
the amalgamation of CoHsii)ore-C))itpur, and (be tiiird is the amalgama- 
tion of (iuideii Reach muni« iiwlity. So much has been said alamt 
Mauiktula that 1 urn not disixHeti to take up any further time of the 
Council, but there are one or two jioints which I have markml and which 
I cannot resist the temptation of placing bi^fore this Council. One 
thing that was up|)cniiost in my mind w'as what the ('hief Engineer of 
the ('alcutta Improvement Trust said. He considcreii the druiimgi'^ of 
Mnniktala was counccUnl so cJo*<ely with that of ('aJeutta that on that 
ground alone auialgaiiuition was not only justified but essential. ^ 

Then, Sir, just liefore I entered into this (\mucil Ohaml>i*r, this 
lietitiori was huinled over to rue. It was signed by a large iiuinW of 
men and 1 was trying to find out who they were, I find that ex(^)t| 
four or five Hindus, all of them were Muhammuduns. There has lieeii 
a feeling that the Maniktala municipality is under the influence of 
Muhammadans and that by the uniulgnmution of Maniktala with (\iicutta, 
that Muhammadan influence is going to l>e curtailed. I give a lie 
direct to that. There is not the slightest intention of doing away with 
any Muhammadan influence if it exists there. It is altogether outside 
any communal question. It is not a question of Hindus or of Muham- 
madans, but all the same 1 find tluit this |jetftion is sigueil by so many 
people who are all, excejrt four or five, Muhammmlaiis. Am I to 
tsmler«tand that this is a reiwesentntive body which has signed the peti- 
tion? Then, Sir, I go into the petition itself. In the second para- 
graph of the petition 

Mr. FREilDENT: The Hon’ble memW neeil not (rouble to gain 
these details. 

Itli Df« MAR I OH A II OUTT Bihidiif’S In the petition, there are 
two pmnta. One is that there are so many thatche*] huts and if the 
aiaalgaiiuition were to take place, the thatched huts must go. I 
iNnild point out that it is not true. The Calcutta Corporation baa, 
no dool^, prohibited thatched huts hut that is only in localities irbj<^ 
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Have boon lifted out os localities where thatched huts are not per- 
mitted. The next point is that it would be a great hardship to the 
p(HH- jjeople. Here, again, I would refer to the opinion of the Boundaries 
(.\)mmittee. They have clearly pointed out that those people whose 
annual valuation is Rh. 1(K), pay 28*J2 i>er cent, as taxes, and those 
who plead for the jKKjr will kindly read this. Those whose annual 
valuation is lls. 100 pay 2H*2 per cent, as taxes and those whose 
annual valuation is lls. 10,000 pay at the rate of 10 *5 per cent. Is this 
intended to iKmefit the pcjor? Is there any such thing in Calcutta? 
Nineteen and a half jM^r cent, is uniformly charged all through. Then 
reference has already Ikhui made to Mr. Prentice’s report. I do not 
like to take up time by going through the same again. Coming to 
(’oHsi|K>re-('hitpiir, to m(‘ it apiwarwl that it should be amalgamated with 
Cah;utta. When the matter was hixmght before the (Corporation, I was 
resfionsible for the resolution which was jdac'cd l)eforo the Corporation 
and which was subsequently adopted by it for the amalgamation of 
Maniktala and Cossipore-Chitpur. Cossipore-Chitpur already looks like 
a part of Calcutta. Pitu t i<ally Cossipon'^Chitpur is an (‘xtension of 
(’ulcutta on the north, ami when the Stdect Committee in their wisdom 
decided not to take in the (’ossipore-Chitpur municipality, I had to 
m;quie8(^e, more so l>ecau8e there was the statutory obligation of pay- 
ment for their improvement. I thought that it would he better to be 
satisfied with Maniktala for the present and to improve it and to leave 
Cossipore-Chitpur to he dealt with later. I find my friend, Balm Sur- 
endra Nath Mallik, who is more energetic and more enthusiastic about 
this than myself, would not give up his attempt and would stick to it. 
If he would, I would vote for it. At the present moment my enthusi- 
asm for Cossipore-Chitpur has practically deserted me. 

Then coming to the Garden Reach municipality, I find that the 
Select (^nnmittee’s nn'ornmendution is that we should take in practi- 
cally half and will iray the Garden Reach rauniciptdity a sum of money 
equivalent to half of its loss. 1 cannot understand this position. The 
Garden Reach municiiwlity realixes certain taxes from certain people, 
and 8|icnds in some way. Now InMause you are taking a portion of 
their arwi away, they nay that they are likely to bo very poor and that 
you must return them lialf of the taxes which they lose. I cannot recon- 
cile myself to that principle. I must say that there is something wrong 
and that is why those who recommended that, did so rather in a halting 
spirit. If the principle is wise and sound and fair, why not return the 
whole, why half? Therefore, I am disposed to think that it not desiri 
able that we should return the Garden Reach municipality anything. 
Then what is to be done? To me it a^^ars that if you do not retitni 
that, that municipiJity would he crippled. In order to avoid thali 
Mr. Stuart-Williams has suggested taking over the whole municipality.^ 
With that view I agree. Iliis is all tliat I have to say. I sincerely 
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kope ihki at least the Mauiktala iiiuiiici[)ality would be amalgamated 
with Calcutta. 

Mr. W. C. CURftiE: I rise to support the araendmont of Mr. Stuart- 
Williams to include tlie Garden Keiuh municiiwility within the Calcutta 
Corporation, The question is one of vital inijujrtaiic© not only to a 
certain number of employers of labour but aljM> to a vast number of the 
working dames and is therefore desening of the careful consideraiioti 
of the Council. The present boundaries as siduMlubHl in the Bill include 
the new Dock area which at present birms |Mirt of the Ganlen lUuudi 
municipality and w'hich conlributw alnnit one-third of the revenue of 
that municipality. Kveii allowing for the gratuitous |«ynient which 
the Calcutta Corjxu-ation have ofiferen! to the Ganlen H(>ach municipality 
to solace the latter for the withdrawal of its most remunerative area, 
the result will be to cripjde that municipulity and to cause retrognviKion 
instead of pn»gress jn a district which is now a lurg<‘ industrial (me, and 
which must, in the very near future, from its |iosition, b(M'.ome (»ne of 
t!ie largest industrial arcus within the pn»cincts of Calcutta. From 
whi(‘hever |ioint of view we look at it, from sanitation, nnids, water- 
supply, lighting, from in fact all the amenities of life of the inhabit- 
ants, there cannot 1 h* any comparison IndwiMui the advantages of 
domicile under the Calcutta Corjxmition and under the Ganlen Reach 
nnjnici{iality lis it would bo if deprived of the King Gtmrgo’s Dock 
area. 

The iminiciindity is at preH<Mit ('ontrollod by ti progrefisivo set of 
commissioners who have carried out numenms improvements, thanks 
largely to tlie’energy displayed hv the Chainnan, Mr. J. A. Murray. 

They have at present in hand u new water scheme, and contemplate 
in the future proctMxling with a sewage scheme for their whole district. 
Owing to the closing of l ertain roads by the I*ort Commissioners, a n»- 
arrang(*ment of certain loads within the n*maining jiortion of the muni- 
cipality is necessary. Surveys have b(‘<»n made of the first jw-rt of the 
scdteme and the cost of the whole cannot estimat'd at less than 
Ba. 2,00,000. These new roads, it should be Wne in mind, are ren- 
dered necessar)' by the construction of the new diHtks. If the munici- 
pality is crippled financially, then the sewage scheme will have to l)e 
stopped. 

The completion of the new do(;ks will, as a natural scHjuence, Iming 

with it further complements of trade, increased labour ac^commodation, 

lAomiaed trafiic. At present ev<*n th(^ Garden Reach area as left under 

the present proposals of the Bill include two date mills, two large 

ship-repairing and ship-building yards, a cotton mill and various 

smaller factories and works, employing in all 20,500 hands, apart from 

ihetr families, which will increose the number to probably three times 

as much, say, 00,000 souls. To these peofile Uieir life withio the Oal- 

aalia Cofpomtion must be infinitely more healthy and pleasant than 
« 
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under the proposed new Garden Beach municipality which cannot 
possibly l)e expected to provide the same amenities as its richer neigh- 
bour, and the advantages of a healthy and contended labour force are 
such as must appeal to all sections of the community. I trust, there- 
fore, the Council will give this amendment their careful consideration. 

Blbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am opposed to the amalgama- 
tion of Maniktala as well as f/OHsijx>re-Chitpur with the Calcutta muni- 
cipality. I l)eg to submit that this Council should not be guided or 
rather influenced by the oratory our esteemed friend, Babu Surendra 
Nath Mallik. I will simply draw your attention to the bare facts and 
figures. The ratei>ayers of these two municipolities have been enjoy- 
ing the franchise of having twu> distinct municijwlities since 1884, and 
unless and until we can prove that there are special reasons for the 
amalgamate of these two municipalities with Calcutta, we should not 
amulgumat(> them. I lK»g to submit that if it is desirable^ to amalgamate 
thes4' two municii^ilit ics with (-nlcutta, certainly there are other rouni- 
cil»alities adjoining (^ilcutta which should also be amalgamated. I 
niwin the Tollygunge municifwlity, the (iarden lUnich municipality, and 
especially the South Stibiirban mutiici[Nility. The rate of mortality in 
the lntt('r municijwlity is very high and that from cholera is the heaviest 
owing to the scarcity of filt€»red winter. The .supply of filtered water is 
about one gallon per head day. If the object of our wteemed friend, 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, is to improve the sanitation of the adjoin- 
ing municipalities, certainly the South Suburban municiixility should be 
amalgamated with Calcutta 

It has l)eon said that the ('ossipon»-Chitpur municipality is unhealthy, 
but I iH'g to submit that the rate of mortality in this niuniciiiality is 
materially less than that of Calcutta. It aiipears from the Adminis- 
tration Report of the yi»r 1921-22 that the rate of mortality there was 
21 per thousand, while in Calcutta it was 39*3 per thousand in 1920-21. 
That is the reason why Cossipore-Chitpur sBbuld not be amalgamated 
with Calcutta. It has been said that the Calcutta Corporation is in a 
position to incur the necessary expenditure for the improvement of 
Maniktala as well as Cossipore-Chitpur, hut it will appear from the 
Administration Report for the year 1920-21 that there was a deficit of 
Rs. 9,58,000 and, had not the closing balance been sufficient, the Cor- 
poration would have been under the painful necessity of increasing 
their rates. As regards the borrowing capacity of the Corporation it 
will also appear from that very report that the Calcutta Corporation has 
already committed itself to an expenditure of about Rs. 2) crores for 
the improvement of water-supply and that it shall have to incur an 
expenditure of about Rs. I crore for the improvement of its drainage. 
Then there are other dangers because there is a propoeal to levy 2 per 
cant, on the citiaens of Calcutta to meet the police charge. Theiwfoiw, ' 
it ia not advisable to incur any additional expenditure for the improve^ 
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raeot of iheite two municipalities at the cost of the citiiens of Calcutta. 
It appears from the note of the learned Chairman of the Corporation 
that we shall have to incur an px|Hmditure of Rh. 90 lakhs for the im- 
provement of water-supply, dniinafre^ and li^htin)? of these two munici- 
palitiee. If that he the case, allowinf^ for interest at 6 per cent, 
and 2 per cent, per annum for contributinj? to Sinkinif Fund, 
we shall have to s[)end more than Its. 7 lakhs per annum. But what 
is the su^jfestion of the Corj^iration ^ To jaiy one lakh to the Manik- 
tala miiniripalitv and anolher lakh to the Cossij>ore-Chitpur munici- 
pulity. Is it sufficient ? Not for hut for ten years only. Tlie 

Corpomtion shall have to incur this exjienditiire not for ten years but 
at least for thirty years, in order to |miv off this loan. It has been said 
that we need not incur this ex|ieinliture in the course of two or three 
years. I admit it. hut. liowevcr, we must ineur this expenditure 
w'ithin a reasonable |>erio(l. Then it will apptvir that the local people 
of C<>ssipore-('hit pur are ofswfsl to it; their representatives nre op|sised to 
this amalgamation. The District Mujristmt#* l^im.self, who is to 
a jrreat extent responsible for the improvement of the sanitation of this 
muniei|nility, is oppos<Ml to it. Therehwe, is it ri^ht and just that 
we should tranjple down the views of the local iKMiple as well a.s their n*- 
presentatives in this way ? I woiild draV your attention to the re|M)rt of 
the (lovernnn'nt Committee. Tt will np|n»nr from that rejwrt that they 
an‘ stronjfly op|w»Hed t<» (he umalffamution of CossiiMm»-('hitptir with Cal- 
cutta. This Committee has taken the dejwsiticm of 97 w’itnes.ses. They 
have also taken into consideration the report of w‘vernl public bodies 
and eft|s*c daily laslics interested. They have ^f)ne through this evidence 
and have come to this conclusion. T think that it is advisable* to aeeept 
that peemninendation. I admit that in the ca«» of Maniktain they have 
recommended the inclusion within Calcutta, but their nM’omniendation 
is a conditional one. They have stated that the Corporation must 
contribute at least Rs. Inkbs every year, but what is the decision of 
the Cor|»oration ? What is the decision of the Selind Commitb*e? They 
proimse to contribute only a lukli for ten yjars only? Tlierefore, we 
must presume that under the c ire urn stances the (lovernroent Com- 
mittee has not recommended the inclusion of Maniktala within 
Calcutift. 

Then it baa been stated that as soon as the municifialities are 
amalgamated with Calcutta, the Conjuration will incur the heavy 
expenditure for the improvement of the sanitation of these two locali- 
ties. Well, let us see what has been done in the case of the area 
which has been added in 18ft8. I am really ashamed of that, being a 
member of the Calcutta Corpc»ration. When this area, especially 
area to the west of Tollv's Nalla was amalgamated with Calcutta, 
wa were assured that we would get a sufficient supply of filtered water. 
Kotwithfianding the fact that the minimum pressure of filtered water 
ia 40 feet under the kw, what are we getiingf During mid-day we de 
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not get a dingle drop of water and the pressure of filtered water ranged 
from 5 to 20 fe6t in wards 23 and 24. As regards the sanitatioii of 
ward 24, which my friend, 13abu Surendra Nath Mallik, used to reiwre- 
' sent, the rate of mortality is the heaviest. This is the area which has 
been entrusted to the Calcutta Corporation in 1889. Notwitbaanding 
its assurance, the Corjwration has failed to discharge the duties entrusted 
to it, that is the reason why 1 am most reluctant to make an addition 
of any other area to ('alcutta because I am one of the sufferers, and I 
fetd for them. It has Ihhmi said that Cossipore-Chitpur is practically 
an integral jiart of Calcutta, but I find Haliaghatta and the Eastern 
Bengal Hallway intervening. IIow can it then \ye called an integral 
part of Calcutta ? 

Then about housing a«*c<imfnodaiion. We have sufficient laud.s in 
the suburbs in the souUiern jmition of C’ah’utia for housing a(‘comnioda> 
tion and 1 am sure that, us soon as the Calcutta Kent Act is repealed, 
the iiunilwr of houses will materially increase. 

Then, there is one more rea.Hon as to why some members of the 
(y’orp^irution apfiear to be anxious to uimilgumute C(>ssij)ore-CI»itpur witli 
Calcutta — the existence of riie overhead tank at Tallu for which the 
Corporation is obliged to pay heavy rates to Ihe (V)ssipore-(3ntpui 
municipality. Thai is no good reason for amalgamalion. 

I w'ill draw your attention to the sacred assurame of the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Iss-al Self-dovernment who, 
at the time of Ihe introductoin of (he Bill, stated that having regard to 
the feelings of the [>eople of these bsalities and the sentiments of these 
peo)de, it was not desirable that these municipalities should l)e 
uma1gamut<*d with Calcutta. Having regard to the siiid sacred assur- 
an(*es, the strtjng recommendation of the Government Committee consist- 
ing of experts, I beg to submit that it is not at all desirable to include 
Cossipore-l^hitpur in Calcutta. 

The Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment.^ 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I c^une from the inufassaL I 
have no house either in the muniri|mlity of CossijMire-Chitpur or Mauik- 
tula, so I come here as a disinterested member of the Council. With 
regard to the suggestion that the people residing in the Maniktala 
«runici|iulity have no ci»mplaint, I may mention that I have in my hand 
H petition signed by numennis inhabitants in that municipality. They 
say that it would he disastmus if the Maniktala inunicijiality is included 
in the Calcutta Corporation. Many members of the Council have epoken 
against this inclusion. Balm Surendra Nath Ray, Babu Amulya Dhcme 
Adtiy, Mr. S. Mahboob Aley, my friend, Mr. Syed Nasim All, agaiiift 
whom invectives have been hurled by the acting Chairman of the Corpo* 
ration, Rai Dr. Haridhan Butt Bahadur, and Mr. D. C. Ghoee hava iH 
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«polfS| af»iii»t iU Tkey are men who are eiuine<ited wilK lli« Cafeatia 
C<ir|loiK^ijoii. Bai Dr, Xlaridhan Dutt Bahadur said that Mr. S. MahbuoV 
Aley ia conneried with the Maniktala uiuoiripalily, but three of the 
^atlemen who have spokea in favour of the inhahituata of the Maailc* 
fala municipality are intimately connected with the Corporation aim 
Against Surendra Nath Mullik*ti inveotives and rhetoric I ()e|r to plaiM* 
before the Council the considered opinion of a very ex|>erienced iiienil»er 
of the Council, who is the revered uncle of Babu Surendra Nath MaiUk, 
He is Mr. P. N. Mallik for 4f) years a meiuW of the Corporation. He 
says 

BMhi surendra NATH MALLIK S I rise to a point of order ta 
respect of a little terminological inexactitude. He is not my uncle buf 
aiy cousin. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Maulvi Sahib, let the gentleman in question 
stand on his own merits. 

Miuivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: He is a Mallik and a Mallik is 
a Mallik. He says that a jnirtion of the suburlian iiinnicipulity was 
amalgamated with the Calcutta Corporation on the Ist April, 1H8J). 
From the day (»f this amalgaination the people of that Imality have lieen 
paying 19J per cent, instead of the previous^ existing rates. Has this 
increased jiayment for so ninny years improved the ndfled areuP A 
glant'e at the town wards w’ill show that they have lM*en well attended to; 
but 1 shall nsk those who want to give any f^pinion on the ainulgnnia* 
tion to take a little trouble and see for themselves certain (MUtions ol 
wards 19, 29, 21, 2»l, 24, and 25 (which I shall describe further on). 
They will find a most wreftched and neglected state of affairs. The 
condition of the poor ratepayers are indeed pitiable in the extreme. A 
drive over the High Level Sewer from the Tengra Slaughter Homte 
towards the south side will show that what I have said is strictly true. 
It will lie seen that swine in any nunil*ers on Imth sides of the high lievel 
Sewer commit serious nuisame and a horrible smell pervades the 
atmosphere all day and night, making life miserable. This is the state 
of ward 19. Turning towards ward 20 one will find that one>lhird of 
it is a water-logged marshy tract quite unfit for human habitation. 
Here aleo a sickening smell comes from the Dhappa side. No portion of 
Maniktala, Chitpur and Cossipore is as bad as this. As for ward 21, 
nearly 2 square miles are paddy-fields and lands overgrown with jungle 
end covered with filthy tanks. We ought to thank the Calcutta Iidprove- 
meiii Turst who are doing all they can between Tolly's Nalla and the 
Enatem Bengal Railway line about Ballygunge by laying out roads 
40 lo 100 feel wide. Bui there is no population there. Malaria is 
fnmjinni there and people are afraid to live there. Though there Is a 
txmiway aervke down to the Tollygunge Club, yet the lam a«e 
jnn^ibiitve to the working daseee. In ward 23 about otie-fourth of it* 
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iota] area towarde the eouth-weet is entirely uncared for without any 
roads, lights or water-supply. 

Tliis is the state of affairs as described by a municipal commissioner of 
long experience. On such grounds the inhabitants of the Maniktala 
municipality can rightly complain against its inclusion within the 
iMiundaries of (jalcutta of which ray friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, is a warm 
advocate and who invokes the weighty words of the Hon'ble the Minister . 
that the fundamental principle should be thaet there should not be any 
right on the part of Government to impose its will upon the people. 

The Boundaries Committee that was appointed, was appointed at the 
instance of the Calcutta Corporation. Sir, they (>annot be judges in this 
matter. An impartial tribunal should be the judge between these muni- 
palities and the ("alcutta Corporation, and not a (-ommitee formed at the 
instance of the Calcutta Corporation. The Pre.'^ident of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust Tribunal, Dr. S. C. Baimrji, has in his considered 
opinion as an experienced gentleman submitted a note against the inclu- 
sion of these municipalities within the municipality of Calcutta. If 
that l>e so, I think there is a volume of opinion against their inclusion. 
Therefore, relying on the assurance given by the Hon’ble the Minister 
that no attempt will be made by Government to impose its will upon the 
people, I ho|M» that not only the municipalities of (\)s.sipore and Chitpur, 
where my friend, Mr. l)f C. Ghose, has some interest, hut also that 
Maniktala municipality will not be included within the Calcutta 
Corporation. 


Df» Ai SUHRAWARDY” At this fag-end of the day, I have no 
desire to inflict any speech on the House whether it be short or sweet ; 
but us a meml>er of the Select Committee I signed the report without 
expressing any dissent as to the umalgaination of the suburhan munici- 
palities. I therefore owe it to myself now that I have changed ray mind, 
not to record my vote in silence but to offer the House a few words by 
way of explanation. 


After listening to the imperial arguments advanced by the Chairman 
of the Se(*ond (^ity of the Empire and the Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Corp<Jration, 1 have changed my mind: and I now oppose the amalgama- 
tion of the suburhan municipalities with the Calcutta Corporation (Hear, 
hear). The arguments advanced by the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Corporation for the extension of the boundaries of his khm moW-— to 
borrow his own happy expression— may be an argument of the J^apaneae 
for the annexation of Korea, of Germany for the annexation of Polaaii 
and Alsace-Tiorraine of the Allied Powers for the absorption of the late 
Turkish Empire. The reasons which have been advanced go to show 
that the proposed amalgamation is not for the benefit of the people of 
Maniktela, Coasipore-Chitpur, and Garden Reach, but lor the benefit 
of the people of Calcutta, so that the latter may have fine promenadee^ 
avenues, and parks. These are the grounds put lorvird my 
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tiM ditniuui of^ this Second City of the Empire, for the legitimnte 
expaneioii of this great city. 

Iji these days of decentralisation, of partition and repartition, 
imperial arguments, baaed on ettii iency or otherwise, do not appeal to 
me, and I do not think that these arguments appeal to the House. One 
afgnment put forward is that of self-deterntination or something like 
it. It has been said that a Boundaries Committee was iy>point«d to 
ascertain the views of the people of these municipalities which are pro- 
posed to be amalgamated. I do not know whether a Committee had been 
appointed in order to asteriain whether, in the interest of efficiency, the 
people of Calcutta desire that the iKmiidaries of Calcutta should be 
restricted. I do not know whether any such Committee was ever 
appointed. 

There are Muhaniinadan arguments which my friend, Maulvi Fasl-ul 
Uaq, will advance, vis., as to bow the MuhuuiuLadans would be aifecied 
by the aljsorption of these municipalities in the municipality ol 
Calcutta. There i.H one argument — and a legitimate argument too-* 
U'hich I may put before the Hou.se, \i*., that a clause will be enacted 
authorising the Calcutta Corporation to restrict the slaughter 6f cows. 
Well, that is an argument — if no argument he available*— u'hich will 
certainly appeal to the Muhammaduns for opposing the inclusion ot 
these municipalities and the extension of the Inmndaries of Cab utta. 
With these words, I l>eg to oppose the proposal for the ainolgamation 
of the suburban municipalities with the (.'alcutta Cor[)oratioa. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERSs I do not intend to take up very much ol 
the time of the House iu dealing with this question or in speaking on it, 
since it has lieen dealt with and spoken of by many memlieri on l>oth 
sides of the House and from all points of view. 1 should like, however, 
to say a few words with regard to the one municipality of which 1 have 
persona] knowledge, via., the Maniktala municipality, and speaking as 
one of the non-official representatives of the European constituency, 1 
feel it incumbent on me not to let this opportunity slide with regard 
thereto; but since I have no first-hand knowled|e of the other municipali- 
ties I do not intend to touch on them. 

Well, Sir, various arguments have been put forward by the pro- 
tagonists of keeping the Maniktala municipality separate from the 
Calcutta Corporation, but none that carry any conviction. One of the 
first reasons that has been adduced is that it is not going to benefit ihd 
Calcutta Corporation. I ask the House— Was the Sablmih made for man, 
or man made for the Sabbath P iDo we exist for the good of the Corpora- 
ikm or does the Corporation exist for our good? Does the Chairmati 
of the Calcutta Corpmtion draw his salary for our good or do wd exist 
fa order to supply a livelihood to the Corporation F The answer Is" 
olitioiis. Indeed, it irould be ciiiidbb to pursue it at ^naater leifgth* 
The point-Hkr rather the two points that we have to consider and thejt 



are to a great exteat interlocked — are these — Is the inclusion of MaiUh-' 
tala in the Calcutta municipality going to benefit Calcutta, and is ii 
going to benefit Maniktala and its inhabitants? Mr. Amulya Dhone 
Addy bos asked for reasons as to why it should be included, saying that 
thus far no good reasons have l>een adduced for its inclusion. I ask 
llabu Amulya Dhone Addy — Do the rotting and fly-blown corpses of 
dogs and animals lying abf^ui the streets constitute a reason? Do tanka 
congealed with the slime of ages constitute a reason? Do croirded 
buttecif crying aloud for sunlight and air to dissipate their fcstid 
atmosphere constitute a reason? Do open drains, which are a standing' 
disgrace to whoever has been responsible for the sanitation of the Manik- 
tala muni(‘ipalily, do these constitute a reason — how many more reasons 
does Mr. Addy reijuire? (Hear, hear.) The only protagonists of keep- 
ing Maniktala separate from Calcutta appear to l>e those who have an 
interest in the offices of the municipality rather than in the well-being 
of the municipality itself, and these, judging by what I jwrsonally know 
of that Iwnighted place, had better keep fjuiet in tbeir seats. I would ask 
the House, therefore, to accord its full 8 Up[M>rt to voting against this* 
amendipent. 

BiIni dATINDRA NATH BASUS The facts that have come out in 
to-day’s discussion have shown tlviit the ixuidition of the areas included 
within the suburban municifMiIities is far from satisfactory. They want 
sewer systems; they want w'aU^ and lighting sysU‘ms; they have bad 
roads, in fact very few roads. Now, if they niv in netvf of those muni- 
cii)al (onvenienoes, how are they to l»e obtained? It has also come out 
in the fs>urse of the discnission th^t the resources at tbeir disiH>sal 
are limited. With the slender means and with the credit that they 
(*00)1110101 it is not {lossible for them to launch upon any larg(^ loan 
scheme which would enable them to bring into lieing theise municipo! 
conveniences, Sevend speakers have said that the inclusion of these 
municipalities within the limits of Calcutta would throw a heavy bur- 
den uiKiu them and the burd(m is already t(H> heavy for them with their 
slender means to Ixmr. kf they combine with Calcutta, they would liave 
broad shoulders to liear the burden for them. I speak not only from 
the point of view of the citiiens of (-alcutta but of the inhabitants of 
thenie muiiicijialities when 1 say that, in their own interests, ii i» 
necessary that they should have the assistance of the broad shoulders of 
the Calcutta Coriwration to bear all this burden (Hear, hear). 

When, in 18 HH, the limits of the Calcutta (!or]M>rai)on were extended^ 
the area was increased nearly to double the old area. Towards the sooik 
the area was extended nearly 2 ) miles, but towards the newth, Haniktahl 
and Cossipore. the extension was a little over 200 square feet. IW 
* cofiseiiuence is that the northern area of Calcutta has become badly 
geated. Sir, there are (wrtain municipal oonrenienoes in Cakalta wlddi!; 
attract people to ii. First ol all, there is the trade and busiiieei'^tii 



and then there are the fx^hooU and eolle^e, hoepitaie, shape, 
id|||vartoiiii other things which the people of Calcutta enjoy. We have 
il|E^Mia better water system and the roads are better. If we com[)are 
ha aondition of municipal Calcutta with that of any other muuici]ial 
own in Bmigal we immediately notice the ditferenc'e. I am not only 
peaking of the roads paved with tar macadam or {mvements laid a^ith 
ndian Patent Stone, but there lire several other (M>nvenience« which 
rill manifest themselves if you visit any municiimlities other than 
Calcutta. The ideal should lie that all the suburlsin municipalities 
hould'try to come up to the standard of ('aicnttu and how can they do 
Are they to remain behind ('alcutta in every res|MH‘t or are they to 
come to the level that Cabntta has reached? 

Mr. S. Mahbofib Aley as well as other speakers have said that the 
result will l)e tliut the i)oor who now inhabit thew» liKaiities will l»e 
driven away IxHuiuse the burden of taxation which is ulrtMuly hi^nvy 
will be heavier. I .say, Sir, that this nppndiension is m»l well founded. 
With w^ell-orgnniwHl municipal umeiiiti<v4 and with the provision that 
the present Hill is making in (his dire<*tion, the |KN)r will be Is^tter 
boused in Calcutta than they are now’ in Maniktula or Cossi|iore-(iul. 
pur. As Mr. Prentice has shown in his report, the habitations of th« 
|)fK>r outside Calcutta an» not fit to be oc’ciipied even by animals. Si>, 
tSir, if thosf* niunii iiKilities are included in (’alcutta, there is no appr«*- 
liension that the poor will lie neglecte<l; on the other band they will 
\w very well hK)k<Hl after. 

There is one ronsiileration whii li Habu Surendni Nath Mallik brought 
to the notice of the Ifouw», and it is that if we do not include these 
ibunicijialities now, they w’ill develop certain fcMitunvi which it would 
be extremely difticult to mend when improvements are start4M] liereafU'r, 
When the roads of (’ah utta first l>egan to lie |)roiH*rly hmkinl after— 
they were winding and irregular, like Zig Zag T.ane, Ser{>entine lAne, 
and Maharaja Sir Narendra Krishna Second Hye I/ane. I do not know 
if any meml)erH have lH*en to those hx'alities. The hotis<*s were built 
at random, the roads were laid out most iiteguliirly. We all know 
that in these suhurlwii municii>alities the niimlnT of roads are very few% 
which certainly militate against the convenience of the inhabitants. 
Besides, with their slender means they cannot incur large expenditure in 
laying out new roads; this can 1)6 done by the (Calcutta CorjKwntion. 
T^e exfienditure in laying out roads will add to the health and gfumral 
eonveniences of those localities. 

li has also been pointed out that the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
has already laid out open spaces in the (V)ssij)ore.rhitf>iir municipality. 
The area of the open space is about 22H highas; they have also a bous- 
ing ackaoie in that munidipaBty eomprising an abrea M aluMit 150 
ccmI of the af^iuisition and the opening out of the ateai 
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will be very heavy and it will ultimately fall on the Calcutta tJbrpora^ * 
tion. Now, why should the cost of theae improvements fall on Ao 
Calcutta Corporation if it is not to derive any benefit from itf 

It has been stated by some speakers that the area that was indudod 
under the Act of 1888 wa» not properly looked after by the Calcutta 
Corporation, but those who reinemW the condition of Calcutta 30 years 
ago, of Alipore, Bally^inge, Fltadan^a, and such parts of Manik* 
tala as are on this side of the canal, will know what a tremendous im- 
provement has l)een effected in the added area. There were very few 
roads then. The area was full of tanks and jungle. Now there are 
well laid-oui roads, proper building plots, and fine houses springing up 
there. 8o their c^nnwtion with the Calcutta has undoubtedly bene- 
fited these localities. 

From the point of view of the residents in these municipalities as 
well as from the jK>int of view of the ('ab^utta OoriM>ration it is bene- 
ficial that these munic’ipalities should combine with Calcutta. We all 
know that small entities when ctombined l)ecome great and strong. 
The various States of (^unada united and became great (^inada. The 
separate States of Australasia united and formed the ('ommon wealth of 
Australasia. If the neighbouring municipulities combine, the Ixuiefit 
will redound to them us well as to the (Calcutta Corismition. With these 
words, 1 )>eg to sup[K>rt the incJusion of the suhurlmn municipalities 
with the Calcutta Corjx)ratiou. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • I now call upon those hon’lde meinliers to speak 
who want to speak on Maniktalu only, Is'cnuse if there are no more 
speakers on Maniktala I should like to mnclude that pari. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I am not a resident of 
Maniktalu, but my house is situated within a .stone’s throw of the 
suburbs of our city, and 1 have paid many visits to tins place. Nobody 
can sjiend even a few' minutes there without being struck by the insani- 
tary condition of Maniktala. Now the question is w'helher it is pos- 
sible to improve its insHint|^ry condition without imdudiug it wdthin the 
jurisdiction of (Vilcutta. The situatUm of Maniktala is so )>eculiar that 
all who are able to s})eak with authority and experience on the sub- 
ject are agreed in holding that its amalgamation with f'alcutia is 
etaieniial for the improvement of the suburbs. Its drainage problem 
cannot lie wdved and it^ storiu-waier cannot be discharged without smcH 
ah amalgamation. The inclusion of this area within the jurisdieticii 
of Calcutta is also desirable in order that the dilBcuities which this 
locality now cxjierienoes in the matter of drinking water-supply may 
be remedie<!. Sir, an overwhelming majority of the populaticm of 
Maniktala is in favour ai amalgamation. There is, I know, a mitiority 
opposed to this view. But the ofqiosition of this minority is baaed mi 
MHitijiteiitf and ai suck is entitled to great woifhi. ^ Some raaideftti ^ol 
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; wish, naturally enougli» to maintain the aeparate exiatettoe of 
auburban town. I mpeet this sentiment. 1 am strongly of 
^ opinion that no larger body ought ever to be allowed to swallow up a 
smaBm* one unless it can be conclusively proved that the inclusion 
of the smaller area in the larger one is to the ad>*aDtage of both the areas 
and of the smaller area in particular. If it were the case that the 
(^Icutta Cor|K»ration wanted such an inclusion in order that it might 
add to its dignity and greatness, I would certainly have oii{X)eed it. 
But I am convinced that the majority of the )K>pulation of Maniktala 
are right in holding tlu* view that their welfart' would Ih' promotnl by 
its amalgamation with the ('alcutta munict]>ulity. The advantage to 
the residents of Calcutta is only a siMondary consideration, hut even 
from this standpoint, umalgnmation s<«ems to me t4> tlesiruhle. The 
expansion of the city of Calcutta is a mutter of the greatest importance. 

T admit that centralisation carried too far may pnsluce many evils. 
Now that the city of Calcutta is going to extend ils Inmndaries we 
nfust do our best to guard against the a]»|)earutu'e of thes4» evils in 
the administration (»f our city. The ivmedy would lie in forming local 
bcKlies under (he Calcutta (V>r|M)nition and investing them with sc^mi^ 
measure of local authority. This can l>e dime by adopting u system 
similar to the bonnigh system which [>revails in the IjoikIod County 
Council. T am of opinion that we ought to accisle to (he wishes c>f (he 
majority of the jieople of Maniktala, and I op|M»se the amendments moved 
by my friends, Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, Sliah Syed Kmdadul llacp and Habu 
Hem Chandra Nasker, 


Rfti JOGENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Balwdur: There are one or 

two urgumenis in favour of the inclusion of Mniiiktuia which have not 
yet Ijetm answertHl by anylkMly. The first is this: that the opinion (jf 
the local |)eople is unanimous, says the n'jort, that it should 1 h* so 
included. What have strangers here to su.v to that opinion Y The opinion 
oi one or two men who may have some place in the municufsdity gxs^s 
for nothing. The next jw)int is this: it htis {Hunted out by Habu 

Surendra Nath Mallik that under the present Act, the (hdeutta muici* 
pality has to jxiy all ex[H*nses to be incuirwl by the Imj>rovement Tiust, 
now that the Improvement Trust Act has lx«en extendcsl to Maniktala. 
Are we, the ratepayers of (’alcutta, to pay for the improvement of Manik- 
talaP I want an answer to this ({uestion. The most imjiortant ques- 
tion of all is this; I want to have an answer to it. It is admittiHi that 
there is no outflow for the storm water; it is admitte<i that tliere is no 
tneens for the outflow of the storm water. It is admitUuI that there 
is no means for sewage. The sewerage system is to l>e 

introdueed into Maniktala, and koiv can it be doneP It cannot lie 
done except by jotoing with the Calcutta (kuTwmlion. Again, the 

gtorm water of Maniktala cannot go excefit by being con»e<‘ted with 

dm item water sewerage of Calcutta. Who can answer that ({uestion f . 



Nobody can answer this. Are we to be guided by reason or we to 
be guided by mere prejudice. The next question is this: 

"^Mr. Byed Nasim Ali says we are to be guided by experience. 1 am 4 ^ 
memljer here, or rather I am the only member who caj answer that. I oan 
s|)eak from experience, I am the only member living of the Suburban 
municipality, when it was amalgamated with Calcutta. I know what 
Bhowunipore was; I was a member for that ward in the Calcutta muni- 
cijmlity, and I know what it has be<Jome now. We made a road in 
the hx^ality in which I live which was absolutely uninhabitable. We 
made a road by which we filled up 21 tanks. Now, you talk of experi- 
ence; here T stand to give witness to the fact that amalgamation with 
(Calcutta will greatly improve the suburbs. Who is here to give this 
evidence which 1 am giving? Of course I know that when 1 was there, 
and we formeil the Surburbun municipality, the Calcutta Commissioners 
were very reluctant to spend any money iiiK>n the suburbs, but by sheer 
dint (»f insistence, by sheer (uuTving on an agitation, we carried every 
jMiirit that we w’anted; we passed 3 crori^ of rupeiNs in a mwding fid* 
the underground drainagt*; tboiigb we w’ere only 3 men, but we carried 
it all the same. So the upiH)sition of the (^alcutta meniWs did not 
effect much in the long run. What we have made Bhowuinipore, 
Maniktalu insiple will make Muniktulu also. I therefore say it is to the 
best interest^ of MaTiiktnla and Calcutta that Maniktalu should l>e umal- 
guniutfsl with (^ilcuttu. 

BalNi KI8H0RI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I want to say something 
in this conntM tion, though) it is not nec’essary for us to sjieuk on a matter 
like this as we are not concerned w’ith Calcutta directly. To me the 
matter seems t<» Ik* an iin{K>rtant one. If there is necessity for the 
expansion of (Vticutta. by all means it should Ite expanded; but it 
should not {M*rha|m 1 m« done against the wishes of the unwilling people. 

It is a (|uestion of mutual advantage and disadvantage. The rooet 
iiiqHirtant ]a>int is wdiether the |H*o|de of Muniktala want the inclusion. 

I have two re)>iVMenta(ionH in my hand from the ]>eople of Maniktala. 
Thea*e I see opinion is dix^ded; but on considering the question m a 
wdiule, the weight of opinion ap|iears to l*e largely in favour of the 
inclusion. No doubt there is a section of o}union opposed to the 
ineluKiou, but 1 do mri think that the opiiosition is a very serious one 
and that it should In* lucepted. A tH*rtuin set^tion of the people think 
that it would be a disadvantage, but that is not the question. Thew 
are some defects and these have been nfentioned by my friend. 
Dr.' Pramatlia Nath Banerjea, who, it appears, has some personal 
knowledge of the pla«H». Ilis statements supjtorts to a large extent the 
view why it should be included in the C41cutia Corporation. 1 am 
not sutisheil with the advocacy of Babu Surendra Nath Malltk, who 
wants Maniktala to be included in Calcutta simply lor ikm benefit df 
the people of Calcutta. That is not the ground qn which it ehonid ha 
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ftftu. X* » only the conTenlenc^ of .the other niunioi|MU]ty wkuA 
d determine the queetion, and as we are satisfied, as far as we hate 
hnird the members here — Hem Babu also sayb that he «*ould be salts* 
iMd if a few seats in the Corporation weie allotted to Maiiiktala^l 
do not think the objection is a serious one — havinfr considerml all 
the objections advanced in this ('oiimtl and the representatums hanHed 
to me» I think are shouhi support the pmposal for iiu'iusioii of Manik- 
tala municipality within the ('ulcutta municipality. 

Sir, may I express any opinion about the other nuinicifuility ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou may gy) on if yon have anyth inti; else to say 
apd will lie brief. You will not Ih^ allowetl to s|M‘ak later on. ( 
propose to >ret rid of ail tlow ainendinents alM>iit the extended area 
this evening. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUOHURl: Piartirally ] have said 
all that 1 had to say alnnit Maniktala. 

As regards the (ossi|H)re-Chit|Mir iiiiiniri]s)]ity, I am convinced that 
the |KH)ple, at h^ist the majority of them, do not want the imhision. 
Tlierefon*, 1 do not think we sluMild force the iHUiefit upon them. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 am sorry for the Manik- 
tala iiiuni<ipuli(y as it is; it has got to go. Coming from a very dis- 
tant part of the province this fight between the Calrutia |)eople pet ne 
and the f/ao^Nt'alcutta is‘ople just outsi<le it, is a little amusing to us 
and instructive too, because when I find that it toinbos the greatest 
of motives, self-interest, even those gentlemen do well know where and 
how to fight lK»twetn tlieinselves, hut we, who come from a distance, 
want to view^ the problem from another stund}N)int. namely, that 
Calcutta is not only Calcutta for the Calcutta fieople, wh»» go by that 
particular name amongst the mufussal fioople, hut Cah utta is the 
Calcutta of Bengal. AV'e must look at it from a higher stand|K)itit. 
It must he Calcutta which should not only lie a gh»ry to the ('ulcutta 
people themselves, hut sei example to othfr mtinicipalit ies who have 
got to follow it. Therefore, 1 cuiinot but re|H*nt that I am sorrv for 
the Maniktala muni<'iiwlity as it is. There is a c<immon adage 
utuoitgsi US, that under a big tamarind tree siiiall grass (annoi grow% 
The Maniktala municipality is under the gigantic shade of the ('alcutU 
municipality; so the Maniktala has got to go. Of course, when it will 
he incorporatetl with the Calcutta municipality, there may K* no vestigi* 
of the Maniktala municipolity left; but the |HH>|de of the muniiipality 
will become part and parcel Uf the bigger thing and will get more of 
the ameoitiect of municipal life. This is what is known as the priit* 
liple of expansion. If human beings are also a ch|^ of animats, We 
ttM get examples from the animal kingdom in the bigger devouring 
IImi wMkmr, biwause the weaker emnmii look properly alter itself; 
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therefore, either the Maniktala municipality muat shift for iisell else* 
where—I do not know where else it is to go — or he devoured by the 
bigger municipality of (’alcutta. The final effect of this wiU be beiie> 
ficial not only to the pt'ople of Calcutta, but to the people of the whole 
of Bengal. So tiiat from whatever Htand^toini you look at if, Manik« 
tala'haa got to go. Therefore after playing the part of a looker-on 
foi the whole time, my present conviction is that the Maniktala muni- 
cipality should l)e included in llie Calcutta municipality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have here a petition signed by certain members 
of Council asking that the Council be adjourned over t<»*inoriow on 
aocout of the Hindu festival Shiva-ratri . Before cxnniug to a decision 
1 want to make it <iuiU‘ (dear that I must have an assurance, if the 
petition is granted, that this debate will now come to an end; all these 
amendments with regard to the inclusion of Maniktala within the 
Ixiundaries of ('uhnitta must lie put, hut if we are going on with the 
debate on the subject and if many HjieakerH want to sjjeak on Manik- 
tala only, the Counidl will adjourn now and reHUine to-morrow. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I move that the (|uesti(jn be now 

put. > 

Tha Hon'bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERilEA: But (lovern- 
ment must have the right of reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Of course if the {aHition is granted, you will have 
the right of reply before I put the question, but 1 ilesire to know 

The Hofl’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Am I to under- 
stand, if I [uit it to you. Sir, that the whole of this debate will lx* close<l 
to-night ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am anxious to get rid of these amendments 
about Maniktala, (^wsipore-tjhitpur, and Harden Heach. I want to gel 
rid of this area debate to-night. 

Tha Hon’Mf Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA : You want to 
close the debate to-night y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es; we have had a very full discussion. 

Tlio Han’blt Sir SURENDRA NSTH BANERdEAt The debate 
dfv»des itself really into two jxuts and this division has been made by 
the resolution of Mr. Syed Nasim AH. Mr. Syed Nasim Ali will have 
no expanstoii of ihf municipal limits of Calcutta, and then' we have a 
nimiber of amendmeuls |»ropf»sed on the Bill which suggest such a divi^* " 
aloii. Therefore, the first question which we are ralle*l upon ta answer^. 
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Whether iliero ahall be any expansion of the municipal limits of 
^ieutta. My answer to that is that there must bt' such an expansion. 
'Ktnp must grow, growth is the law of nature and the onler of the 
iafverse. Even municipal towns must grow; Calcutta U»-day is not 
what it was in 1888; Jjondon at the praseut moment comprises a popula* 
tion of over 4 millions, and it seems to me that it is hIiiiosI as hopeless 
to arrest the expansion of our municipal limits us it was findish on the 
part of Canute to seek to loll buck the rush of the on-coming agaves, 
Therefbre, that is a settled fact; Calcutta must grow. My friend to oi> 
left, the acting Chairman of the ('alcutta CorjMirut ion, pictures a greater 
Calcutta developed in the years to come; I entirely sympathise with 
that hope and that aspiration. My idea is that us the years roll on, 
the municipal limits of (Jalcuita will grow;ind expand until it includes 
even Barrackpore within its boundaries; that on Isdh sides of the (Irand 
Trunk Road, one of the finest roads in India, there will grow up little 
municipalities), sel^f -governing i^istStutlians managed by l(M*aI Uulies 
undar the guidance and control of the greater Imdy, dealing with the 
larger (jiicstions of drainage, .'ianitution, and wutcr-suypis . Tliat is niy 
conception of the future of Calcutta, and I trust that someone, filling 
the position I have the honour to hidd at fhe present moment, will have 
the satisfaction of seeing this dream realixed. To-day we meet in this 
Council Chamber to lay the first stone of that fabric which is destined 
to grow in tha years to come; but the growth must lie gnidual and steady. 

I have been charged with inconsistency, if not openly at least hy impli- 
cation. It is {Huhaps all unfortunate thing to have a long life and a 
long public career, lasau.se every now and then you arc confronted 
with things you have said long ago, and whi«h you jKissihly have for- 
gotten, jMissihly have revised, and there you are — you are told— “ you 
said so and so in the year .so and so, what have you got to say now”? 

Mr. OEPUTY.PRESIDENT: But this was only a yiHir ago, 

TN Hoil'ble Sir SURENORA NATH BANERdEA: I iiuite agree; 
in this case the alleged fticonsistency is of re<M*nt date, as my friend has 
just pointed out, only a year ago, but my repk>' to that is that I have not 
been iiusmsistent ; I can say that throughout my long puhli«’ career I 
bave never been intjiusi.steid. Those who have brought (diurgcs of 
inconsistency against me, those who have indulged in that pastime, bave 
absolutely misunderstood me. What I said on the 22nd Novemlier, 
ld21, 1 am prepared to repeat now and prepared to adhere to to-day. 

I said that it is a part of the definiia policy of Government not to support 
Um inclusion of any municipal area within the limits of Calcutta, when 
it goes against the wishes of the people concerned. I support the prin- 
ciple of local self-government. We have a deinot raiie bill enthroning 
popular opinion in Calcutta. Is it reasonable to trample it under foot 
in Ifcbe suburbs? It is because I wanted to consult public opinion when 
J iiui'fonniilated iba idea of having a Municipal Bill, that I called a ' 
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conference and to that conference"^ inyitad the representatives id Ike 
various municipalities whose amalgamation with Calcutta was proposed : 
the Deputy-President was one of them; they were all wholly and deci- 
sively against the amalgamation ; we dropped it, with the exception of 
a small arm in regard to which there was no dispute. Then the Bill 
with this proposal for amalgamation was introduced in the Council, 
and then it was referred to the Select Committee. It was urged in the 
Helect Committee that these gentlemen, the Chairman and the Vice- 
Chairman, did not represent the opinions of the people concerned and 
the Mume view was expressed in influential organs of public opinion. 

I felt it my duty to appoint a Boundary Commission ; I appointed gentle- 
men who had no concern with municipal interests or municipal affairs; 
the Advoc^te-General was the President of that Commission, Dr. Sarat 
Chandra Banarji,, and Mr. Woodhead were the members. These gentle- 
men submitted u unanimous re|rort, and they have consultetl local public 
opinion in regard to the recoimnendations which they have made. 
What was the recommendation us regards ManiktalaH The ree^oinmen- 

dation was that the jw^ople — I am <|U<iting from tlieir rei>ort “ the 

people are practically uimiiinious in recommending the inclusion of 
Maniktala within the municipality of Calcutta.’' Was there here any 
departure, I ask, on the^part of the Minister for Ixwal Self-Government 
from the principle of the exaltation of lo<aI juihlic opinion in a matter 
of this kindy Here was local public opinion definitely cxpicsscd by a 
Committee appointed for the purpose, and that opinion was in favour 
of the inclusion of Maniktala within Calcutta. Was T not Imuiid to 
defer to that expression of opinion? 8o we have got that in the Bill, 
and therefore. Government supports the amalgamation of Maniktala 
within the limits of Calcutta. 

CoMipore-Cliitpur, however, utaiide on a different footing. There the 
r«mimi«iion n'eoniiiieiided that haul opinion won iiguinet the amalga- 
mation; furthc;r. that (he fiiiunciul elrength of the municipality iraa 
Hlrong, and again 'that the a<liiiiniHtra(ion was efficient, and laatly I 
found that Mr. Prentice, tUe District Magistrate, who was in favour of. 
the incluaion of Maniktala within the limit* of Calcutto, wa* opposed 
to the inclusion of (’ossipore-Chitpur within Calcutta. Therefore, the 
Select (^mimittec' ciime to the concluMiun, in view of this deliberate, ■ 
considered ezpreesion of opinion, that Cossipore-Chitpur should etand 
out. ttovernmeiil adheres to that view. Here, again, was thoenthiene- 
ment of pul.li.- opinion; the iM«..ple did not want it; we are not going 
to disturb local institutions nguinsl the wishee of the people.' I.M!al 
Self-Oovcriimenl means the ais'eptanee of l<M-al popular opinion, and 
Oovomment is not going to force the inclusion of Cosnpore-CMtpw 
municipality when it went directly against the wishes of the people 
concerned. That is the attitude of Dovernment with regard to Manik. • ■ 
tnla and Cnssipore-Chitpur, 
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Than we have got two other municijiaUtiee ; the Select Committee have 
liaMe slight alterations iu (‘ounec'tion with the views of the Tkmttdary 
.Committee. With regaixl to Orudeii Iteurh, there seems to* he iHUisideiv 
nUe difference of opinion, and the jmsithm is one of greet difli<*ulty. 
I desire to say this: that (fovenunent Hup|>ort the munninendatuHi of 
the Select Coinhiittee subject to this pniviso that we undertake to 
examine this matter at once, and, if necessary, we are prejnirtnl to take 
action under section 5ddA, which finds u place in the Hill, and under 
which Government is authoriscHl to extend the of municijuJ Cal- 

cutta to suburban areas, the notification being laid l>efore this C<mncil. 
Thai is the jiositioii of Government with reganl to the addtxl uiva, I 
hojie and trust, having made this statement, the Hons** will uphold ill® 
soundness of the \*ewN .)f Government and accept the nromnieiidntiuns 
of the Select (Wimittee. 

I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have heard enough to convince me ihai the 
House is agriHul that this debate may come to an etnl n(>w. 1 shall first 

of all put nmendmeni.M 14 to 10. 

The motion that clause HGi/)(/) Im' omitted was then jmt and A 
division was taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 

, Huq, MBHtvt Ekranittl. 

HuiMln, MsuhU MftSAmiiMtf HMtiur. 
j Karim, Mautvl PaiMit. 

I Klian, MauivI HamttfHHMIn. 

‘ Khan, Mr. Kaiaiir KaSman. 

Maitra, Dr. aallnira Nain. 

Munieh, Kabu Niratfa ■abary. 

. Nabty, Mirra Miitiammatf AN. 

. Natkar, tabu Ham GbanSra. 

Ra«f, Mauhrl Ibah Abbiir. 

Iliabi, iaba Raalk Gbanira. 
talam, Khan labatfiir Maiilvl AMut. 
•arfcar, labu ^agaab Cbaiiira. 

•arkar, iabu Rlabinbra Natb. 
•iibrai|priy, Or. A. 


AMy, Dabu Amtilya Obant. 

Abmab, Maulai Rab UMln. 

Ahmab, Mauhrl Yakulnubbln. 

Abmtb, Mr. M. 

Abniab, Htmabi iafar. 

Alay. Mr. r Mabboab. 

AH, Mr. iyab Natim. 

Arbamubbim Mauhrl Kbasbakar. 
ObaubbiHi, Kbab iababiir Mamwl Habtar 
Rabmab. 

Cbaubburl, Mauhrl tbab Mubammab. 
OMubbtiry, Kban Oababar Mauhrl 
Rabaialiaji. 

Oaa, Babtt Wifabiiiabav. 

Paraamli Mr. K. 0. M. 

Nag, tbab tyad imbabirt. 


AS, ttUMlS AjfbS. 


•aaa, Mb Ittmbra Mats. 

Mtity, Or. 0. A. 
mmf, Mr. i. 



NOES, 

Oa, Rai SabaSbr PaiSiibralal. 

Oaara, Majar O a a ar a i S. H. 
atfi. OaiMlb, tba Nan'bM Mr. b. 

Oanbtran, Mr. i, T. 

Obit, Ral Oababbr Or. HartSbaa. 
Obtta, SaSb Amwba Otwraii. 
g m arta a , Mr. T. 

Obaaa, Hr. D. G. 

Cbaaa, RaJ Sababar basaiisra OSbiiSw. 
OMf, Mr. t. W. 

NariMS, Mr. W. W. 

NwHSiffarb, Mr. Q. T. 

Jamba, Mr. R. H. k. Uiisfars. 
lira. ia«, Saja Smb u Oaaa. 
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M 


lUiiMiraiAMlrtja UlHMlttf tf turiwMH 
ttM ttm. 

MaWfc, labii tiirMNlni Haiti. 

Harr, Mr. A. 

MaAlplfV Mr. M. 0. 

Mlttar, tha Man'bla Mr. P, C. 

Marfaiif Mr. a 
Miilr, Mr. rr. H. 

Mulitrjeaf Mr. t. C. 

Miikiiarii, tabu tatitb CbaiMtra. 
MulibarjM, labu Nitya Obaiia. 
MuMiapadhaya, labu larat OhaMlra. 
Mabaam, Mr. Abiur. 


flablin, Iba Han’Wa Sir AbiHiv^ 

Ray, Kimiar tblb ibaiibaraMMir. 

Ray, Rat Rahabur URaabra UL 
Ray, Rabu bafanbra^Natb. 

Ray, Mr. Rljayaratab tliiRb. 

Ray, Mr. a N. 

Ray, Mr. b. R. 

Ray, Rat Rabadur Ullt Maban tinib. 
Ray, Rala Manual tlafli. 

San, Rabu Mant LaU 
i ttcplianaan, Om Nan’Ma Mr. N. L. 

; ttuart'WINIamt, Mr. b. C. 

' vmiara, Mr. F. E. E. 


The Ayes being 29 and the Noes 5d, the ipotion was lost. 


The motion that clause ti(aj)(2) be omitted was then j>iit and lost. 
JJabu Surenthu Nath llay asked for a division. 


The Hori’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: May I jw)int out that on one or two previous occasions 
when a division has ts'cn claimcMl, the President has decide<l whether 
the division called for is necessary, btnuuse very often the division has 
been called for unnecessarily!^ 


Mr* PRESIDENT: I quite agree, Maharajadhiraja, but the result 
of the last division showed that there were 29 votes in favour of the 
amendment, although there was only (u»e voice asking for a division. 
A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYER. 


Abrntb, Maulvl Raft Ubbln. 

Abmab, Mauivi YakuifHibbln. 

Abmab, MvmhI bafar. 

Aiay, Mr. ft. Mabboab. 

AH, Mr. ftytb Natim. 

Arbamabbln, MauNI Kbanbakar. 
Rballaabarjl, Rabu Ham Ohanbra. 
Obaubburl, Rabu KliHarl M^n. 
Obaubburi, Kban Rabadur Maibvl Hatur 
Rabman. 

Obaubburl, Maulvl ibab Mubammab. 
Faraitii, Mr. K. 0. M. r* 

Mad, ftbbb Sytb Imbabut. 

Muuaiit, Maulvl Mabamw i ad MabaMur. 
Ramil, Maulvl FaibiL 


Khan. Maulvl Hamldnib^ln. 

Kban, Mr. Raxaur Rabman. * 
Moltra, Dr. batinbra Nalli. 

Mukharjl, labu falltb Cbanbra. 
Muhbepadbaya, Rabu ftaral Cbanbra. 
Nakty, Mirxa Mubammab All. 

Natkar, Rabu Ham Obanbra. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shab Abbur. 

Ray, Rabu fturanbra Rath. 

Ritbi, Rabu Rbilk Cbwibrd. 
ftalam, Kban Rabadur Maulvt Abbua. 
•arkar, Rabu Rivbinbra RaM. 
•ubrawariy. Or. Ab 
ftubravrarby, Dr. Maaaan. 


NOER. 


Rbby, Rabu Amuiya Dbana. 

AM, MimmM Amir. 

AM, MumM Ayub. 

Ranarlaa, tba Hmi*blv llr fturvnbra Math. 
Rbfiarlaa, Or. Framatbanalb. 

Rbtu, Rabu batinbra Nam. 

Rml l ty , Dr. C. A. 

Rtrlay, Mr. l.. 

■•aa,Mr. i.M. 


Crawtarb, Mr. T. C. 

Cuma, Mr. w. o. 

Oat, Dabu Rb i ib w a biv. 

Oai, Oupta Rai iaiiabur Nibaran I 
Ot, Ral Rabadur FantnbraMI. 
Oaart, Ma j a e Oaaar a l 1. M. 

Daaali, tba Hairbit Mr. b. 
D auaa an , Mr. b. T. 

Run, Ral Rabad ur Or. tfarfitMiH 


Ralmiallaii* 
QiRamllr. o. 4. 


Mr. T. 
0 . 0 . 




CALCDTTA MUNICIPAL BILIi, 




Mr. ft. W. 

Mr. W. m. 


IwMi iift H rft, Mr. Cl T. 
mm Mmivl CliraaNiL 
Imim Mr. R. M. t. Untfwrft. 

^jrai^ Malt tl iili M Cam. 
MaftaraMftMraM MMftiir af ■nrftwan, 
m tiM. 

Malik, ftalii fturtrUrt Natk. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlRin, Mr. M. C. 

Mitttr, th* Hon'bla Mr. I. C. 

Marftaa, Mr. C. 

Muir. Mr. Pr. N. 

MuktrjM, Mr. ft. 0. 


Ramui, tk« NMi'Mt Mr AM^ 

Ray. Ktttiiar ftkM ttMkliar«»«ar. 

Ray. Rai ftakaiur tlRtiMra UL 
Ray, tabu Jaftawftra Matb. 

Ray. Mr. ftllayprataft ftbifli. 

Ray, Mr. a N. 

Ray. Mr. 4. N. 

Ray. Rai Rabalur UHt Mabaa ftlufta. 
Ray. Raja Maalial MiuRi. 
larkar, Rabu Jaft a th Ck aalr a . 

•an, Rabu Maul LaU 
tltabamau, tba Hau'Ma Mr. M. L. 
ftluart'WtNlamft. Mr. ft. C. 

Ir. r. I. I. 


Ihe Ayes lieinfc 28 and tli<* N<k‘h 58, the motion waa lont. 


The motion that in elauHe H(al) after Kul>-elauHe (I) the followin(t^ 
be inserted, namely: — 

(Jri) the (rurdeti Heach muiiiri|iiility/’ 
was then jiut and a division was taken with the following; r*'Nult: — 


AYER. 


Ahmad, Mauhrl Raft Uddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Ahmad, Munthl 4afar. 

Alay, Mr. ft. Mahbaab. 

All, Mr. iyad Nrtlm. 

All, Munahl Amir. 

AR, Muuahl Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandaluir. 

Ratu, Rabu datlndra Nath. 

Rhattaeharjl, Rabu Ham Chandra. 
Ohavdhurf, Khan Rahadur Maulvl Haftiar 
Ralunan. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Cbaudhun, Rai Nartndranalh. 

Ohaudhury. Khan Rahadur Mauhrl 
Rahmatlan. 

Craarfard, Mr. T. 0. 

Currto, Mr. W. C. 

Oat, Rabu Rhithmadav. 

Outt, Rai Rahadur Or. Nartdbaii. 

Had, ftbah ftyad t md ad ul . 


Huttain, Maulvl Mahammad Madaatuf. 
damat, Mr. R. H. L Unflard. 

Karim, Maulvl lailul. 

Khan, Maulvl Namld<ud*dln. 

Mallli, Rabu turandra Nath. 

Maltra, Or. datindra Nath. 

Mergan, Mr. C. 

Muir. Mr. R. N. 

Muiiharji, Rabu ftatith Chandra. 
Multlali, Rabu NIrada Rahary. 

Natkar, Rabu Nam Chandra. 

Rauf, Maulvl fthah Abdur. 

Ray, Rabu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar thlb thakharaaarar. 

RIthI, Rabu Raiik Chandra, 
ftaiam, Khan Rahadur Abdut. 
tarkar, Rabu datath Oiandra. 
tarkar, Rabu RIthIndra Nath, 
tan, Rabu ManI Lat 
ttuart-WIHlama, Mr. t. C. 
tuhrawacdy, Or. Hattan. 

VIIHart, llr. F. f, t. 


NOES. 


AMdy, Rabu Amulya D bana. 

Rauarjaa, tha NaN*bla tir turandr a Nalb. 
Rantliv, Of . C. A. 
nnay, Mr L. 

Oaaa, Mr. %. M. 

tMoudhurl, ftMhu Kiiiiarl IMNm* 

C aba n, Mr. o. d. 


MM 

Ma l ar Oa n a r ai R. N. 
OmrMI, mt Nanlrta Mr. d. 




Fafaaul, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Obata, Mr. 0. 0. 

Raada, Mr. t. W. 

NamaN, Mr. «y. W. 
NuntffiRfard. Mr. o. r. 

Mur, Maufvi CkramiNL 
Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman, 
iaar, Rain Ratbaa Caaa. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlRin, Mr. M. C. 

Minar, tha Hama Mr. F. ft. 
Muharjaa, Mr. ft. C. 
Mu k h a rj aa, Rahn Mitya Oban. 


ts CALCUTTA MUNICIPAt BILL? W 

Nakty, If irtt Mufi&iiiiiMi AH. Rn* Mr* CU N* 

naimm, «p. AMur. Rty, Bp. ^ M. 

nttHirn, tiM Htfi’bM Sir AMmr-. R*y, R»l RiMuiSvr Laftt IMteH SMi^ 

My, Ml MfuiSur U|MfiSr« Ul. My, MM ManlMl SlatM 

My, SftSu MSMiSra Matli. ittyham t i, tiM IMii’Wt Mr. N. L. 

My, Mr. SlMyyrMM tliifli. SMiramriy, Or. M 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: By mistake, Sir, I went into the 
wrong lobby. I am afraid there has been the same mistake on Uio 
part of some other members as well. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question was clearly and definitely put 
liefore the House. If memlwrs go into the wrong lobby it is their 
mistake, and the result of the division cannot be changed ; there can be 
a record of the mistake in the pro<;eeding8, but the division must stand. 
As the vote goes, so the vote stands. 

The Avc‘s being 42 an<! the No(‘h 4B, the motion was carried. 

The following motion being consequential was put and agreed to. 

Mr. S. C* STU ART-WILLIAMS to move, if the motion that in 
clause after suli-clause (7) insert “ (la) the GaiHden Reach 

municiimHly ” l)o carritMl, that for sub-clauso (2) of clause 3(aJ) the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

** (il) the new lX)ck Kxtension area, vested in the Commissioners 
of the Port of Calcutta, for the const iniction of King George^s 
Dock and the works in connection therewith and lying partly 
within the jurisdii-tion of the DistAct Board of the 
24-Pargunas and isirtlv within the jurisdiction of the South 
Suburlmii municiiiality, and ” 

The motion that in clause 3(aJ) after sub-clause (/) the following 
be inserted, namely : — 

(hi) the (V)ssijs>re-(-hitpur municipality ** 
was then put ami a division willed for. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If meinliers do not attend when 1 am trying to 
make the amendment clear, it will lie their own fault if they vote in 
the wrong lobby. 

A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AMMS, MaaWI MA UMIa. 
AlMiiti, Maiilvl ValmlfHMMia. 
AlMWi, Mr. M. 

Alwm, MMwiil Mtar. 

AiMii Mr. t. MaAMta. 

AM, Mr. tyas MatlM. 

AM, MwwM AaUr. 

AR, Maami Ayna. 

' AvfMHawNMIa, Maafri Kaaasaaar 


AVIS. 


I MamMiiwli, MM HtM c aaiKr a . 





Mm, MNvt ruML 


MtmiCIPAL BILL. 

MMm. Mr, AMr. 

fttiit, MaiMrt tlMii AMmt. 

« lUMil, My IlMiii CUMiiiry. 

; Rliy, My rf i pM i M N«tA> 
Ryy* Mr. WityMMA Mglk 
Ml Mala MaiiUall MniA. 


MaMi, My tyraiM ra Matli. 
MaHK Or. MMmin NatA. 
Marfan, Mr. 0 . 



Urliar, fafy Oitlilfiira NalA. 
; fan. Mm Maiil Ul. 
ttyarl-WiNiama, Mr. I. 0 . 
•nliraararay, Or. A 
Syarawaray, Or. Hataan. 



NOCt. 


AMy, Oafy Aniutya D nani. 

•anarjaa. Mm Han'bit fir fyranara Natfi. 
Oanlity, Or. 0 . A. 

Oimy, Mr. L. 

Oaaa, Mr. f. M. 

OhanfliMn, faby Ktaharl Maban. 

ObaiMliyrl, Rai Harantfranam. 

C aba n , Mr. D. 4, 
evma, Mr. W. C. 

Oat, Mr. C. R. 

Oaa OiMta, Ral fabaiur Nibaran Obanfra. 
Oaara, Ma|ar*Canaral f, N. 

OanaW, tha Nan’bla Mr. 4 . 

O a n a a an, Mr. 4. T. 

Ovtta, Mu Annafa Cbaran. 

Caiaraan, Mr. T. 

O b aaa, Mr. 0 . C. 

Oatfa, Mr. f. w. 

Namafl, Mr. W. W. 
tfyntlnffara, Mr. a T. 


I Kban, Mr. Raiaur Rabnian. 

! Marr, Mr. A. 

: MaAMtn, Mr. M. 0 . 

I Mlttar, tba Han^bla Mr. R. 0 , 

; Muir, Mr. R. N. 
j Mukarjaa, Mr. f. C. 

> Mubbarjl, fabu falltb Obanfra. 

Mubbarjaa, Babu Nitya Obana. 
j Mubbafiaabaya, Babu farat CbanOnb 
Nakay, Mirta Mubarnmaf AN. 
i Rabim, tba Nan'bla Sir Aba 4 R^ 

Ray, Babu turanira Natb. 

Ray, Kumar fbib fbakbaraawar. 

Ray, Ral Babafur Upanfra Ul. 

Ray. Mr. a N. 

Ray, Mr. 4. N. 

Ray, Ral fabaiur UIH Maban fhiBb. 
tta^naan, tba Nan‘bla Mr. N. L. 
VINlart, Mr. F. B. I. 


won nirried. 


Tho Avon Wiiiff 44, mid the Noen .'{ft, the motion 


Mr. S. W. GOODE: On a )y>itit of drafting arininic of Mr. Syed 
Nadira Ali’h aineiidinenl I link your iiernuHnion, Sir, to move (I) that 
the following? ehaiiife in claUMe 1 U* made, vix.. (hat to- the proviao to 
BulMdatiae (»V), rhiuse I, the following In* added; — 

ETpliumtion In this proviao a» elaewhen* in thi« A<'t the wonl 
‘ Calcutta ’ iiiclude.s the uK'a aiided (o (Vih utta, uh defined 
in sub-nectfou (cl) of coi tion .*{’*; and 
(2) that the wordn including the area «dded to Calcutta ’’in the 
aaid provi?*o 1 k» omitted. 

The intention of the claune \h merely to mfilMi4lie proviao a little 
elearer. 

The motion waa then put and agr^HMl to. 


lift FflCilDENT: fli« Excellency haa agrml to {lermit the Council 
to adjourn over to-morrow until We<liieH<lay, <»wing to the Shiva^ratri 
le«tival. 


AdJOMffMMillt 

The Council wan then adjourned till 3 r.u, on Wednefday, tha ; 
February, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. ' 
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ro QUESTIONS. 

Prooeedifigi of tfio Bongal Ligitlativo Council asoombled uiMior Hio"^ 
provision of the Covommont of Imfia Act ^ 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednenday, the 14th February, 192*3, at 3 r.M. 


Prosont: 

The Hon'hle the I^renident in (he Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive (’ouncil, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 97 nominatea 
and elected inernl)erH. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Cases of daooity and murder committed within Mr, Caspersi* 
zamindari in BakarganJ. 

370. Maulvi AZHARUDDIN AHMED: (./) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing' for the last five yeais — 

(i) the iiumbei ot infoi mat ions of eases of dacoity and murder, 

committed ANithin tin* jniisdietioii of Mr. (a.-iHONz’ zamindari 
lliat weie lodp-ed at the Mathaiia juilice-slation of the district 
of HaliaiT'anj ; and 

(ii) the nuinher of sueeessfnl and unsuccessful detections? 

(h) What was the ('uuse of the unsuccessful <letection, if any? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (#) Dminir the last five years (Jiere have 

been one ease »if dacoity (in I9JS) an<I 4 i hro of murder (one in 1919, 
and 3 in 1922). % 

(n) lu the dai'oity case, no one was sent uj) for trial. In one 
murder ease, four |»eisons were sent up and ae<juitted after trial; in 
another ease, one jHUson was tried and convicted; and in the other two 
caaes, no <uie was sent up for trial. 

(h) Thei’e were no 8iH*eial reasons. 


Poy of Covommont p l o a ders* oiorlcs. 

171. Maulvi RAPi UDOIN AHMED: (a) U the Hon’ble the 
Membi'r in charge of the .luditual Be])ortment aware that the pay of 
the OoTemment ideaderti* clerks in the mufaaaal haa not been levibed* 
tilkough the pay of other officers baa bean increaaedf 



QUESTIONS, 




1^6) Are the Govemmeui eonsiflering the de»irdhility of revising 
pev and of making some provision for this purjaise in the next 
Wget?‘ 


MEMBER in nhtrgt of 4UDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tN Hon^blo 
Mr AM-yr^Rahim): («) (jovermniMit pleiulf^rs’ rlerfs lire not retogniied 
iH Government servants. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 


Oaoci Intermediate Board. 

372. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Ifoirble 

the Minister in charge of the l)e|MH tinent of Htlncation he pleased to 
state the nunihei of students that sat fj)r the Matt iculation and Inter* 
mediate exoininulions of the l)a«cn Inleriiiediate Hoard for the last 
two years with tlie iH*rreiitage of passes in eai h of tltose exaininutions? 

(h) Whut was the total cost of the inaiiitenuiice for this Hoard 
during the last two years; and how inu<di was reulired as fees fntm 
examinees for ea( h of these exantinations duiiiig the last two years? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): ( n riie iMiiuhei ot slitdenls that sat for (he 
Matriculation examination held h\ the Hoard in Man h, Ih;.?:?, aas 440, 
and tlte huiiiImm of ^ludt*lll' that *-al for th<‘ Ii fenmMliale exatii imitioii 
in Arts and S« i»*ncc held hv the Houid in Marf'h, xias The 

percentage of pa^^-es for the Mat i iculation was 7H 2 and that for the 
Intermediate in Aits and S( omh e was d’hese are the only 

Matriculation and Interinedialc examinatiniis sn far held by the Hoard. 

(h) The total actual cost of the woiking of the Hoard during the 
perifKl from May, when the Hnaid xxas first constituleil, to dlst 

March, 1922, xvas Hs. 2S,(»4tf->'-l. T!ic sum leulized in fees from candi- 
dates that sat for the examinations referred to in paragraph (o) was 
R«. 17,970. 

Bliughtar and mortality of cattle in PMMia. 

. 373. BHAH 3YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the IX*partiiient of Local SidMlovernmeut bo 
pleaned to staU* — 

f 

(f) the re«pe<*tive nunilier of calves, rows, bullocks, and huffaloec 
slaughtered in the district of !*ahtm; 

(ft) the rates of mortality of cattle in the Pabna district during 
the last five years, respectively; 

u 



n QUESTIONS lim 

(iii) how many slaughter-houses are there in the district df Fabna; 

(tv) where are they located ; and 

(v) bow are they controlled and supervised? 

MINUTER in Miarge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
COVE RNME NT (tlioHoci'ble Sir iureiNira Nath Boner Jeo) 8 (t) Govern, 
ttient have no information nor is it possible for Government to collect 
(his information. 

(ii) Government have no reliable information on the subject. 

(in) to (r) It is reported that there are no slaughter-houses in the 
Pabna district. 


Pabni iimter*worko-4boring exporimanU. 

374. SHAH EYED EMDAOUL HAQ; Will the Ilon'bic the 
Minister in charge of the Department of lx)cal Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what jirogress has lieen made up to date in connection with the 
boring exjieriments I’egardiug the projiosed water-works at 
Pabna; 

(u) whether this work has been given out on the cxmtract system; 
(iii) if so, by whom has this contract l>een made; 

(ic) to whom has this contract l)een given; 

(r) what are the terms of this contract; 

(vi) how much exiwnditure has been incurred up to date under the 
following heads: — 

(a) land acqu* ition charges, 

(b) muchinefies, 

(c) lalK)ur, and 
(ti) other charges ; 

('Mf) what results have lieeu obtaineil under these heads; 

(viM) w'hen are these experiments likely to lie completed; 

(t«) what is the total amount estimated for these exiierimenta ; and 
(#) how much of the total amount has been or is to be paid by-— 
(a) Government, and 
(h) the Pabna muiiicipaltty ? 



|lnN tir tURINORA NATH RANIRJIAt («) Gows. 

Itave made a grant of B». 10,000 to the municipality lor g boring 
ijjdiieli will be started in a few days* timf . 

^it) Yes. 

(m) The Chief Engineer, Public Health Departmlht. ^ 

(tp) The Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works. 

(v) To bore a tube-well 6 inches in diameter and 260 feet deep. 

(ri) Nil. 

(vti) None as yet. 

(vtii) In al>out ta’o moiiths* time. 

(i>) Rs. 10,000. 

(r) The whole is |nud by Government. 


Pay and travallifig tHowanoea of impaoting offloart of iohook of 
Rajshahi and CfiitUigong dtviiiona. 

375. SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deixirtment of Education l>e jilcciseil to lay on 
the table a statement showing sefiarately — 

(i) the pay; and 

(ti) the uniount of travelling allowance 
drawn hy each of the insisM^tors, additional inspectors and assistant 
ins{>ectors of hcIukiIs of the Rajshahi and (!7hittagong divisions during 
the years 1919-20, 1920-21, 1921-22 and 1922-23 (up to October, Ut22)r 

Tha HoffPblo Mr. P. C. MITTERs A statement giving the rec|uired 
information is laid on the table. 



Stntemtint rejerred to tn the reply to unntarr^ ytseHion No. 375. 


74 * QUESTIONS. - 1^; 




r l OtfKStlOl^i. » 

Altafitf ttargM It tin wb4«[^itry iHImi in Mmi 
• nd Tippaa. 

S7t. SHAH 8YE0 EMOAOUL HAQ: (n> Will tW Hon’bW the 
Mmixter in tharire of the Depurinieiit of Kilucation l>e |)leai<ed to lay OB 
the table u statenieTit showing— 

(t) the number of sub-regisUy offices in the tlistrirts of Pabna and 
Tip[K*ra ; 

(it) the numlM*r of ministerial oftic'ers uttaehed to each of these 
oftires; and 

(iii) the numWr of touts and professional deetl.wriWs doing work 
in etu'h of those (dfices Y 

(h) Is the Ilon’hle the Minister aware that Uie touts and |>rofea- 
sional dee<l-WTiters doing work in those offices c harge high rates from 
the registrants ? 

The Hofi'ble Mr. P, C. MITTERs A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 

(h) No. 

Finances of Oaoon Umwerstty. 

377. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdl: to) Will the 

non’ble the Minister in charge of the l)e|mitment of Kducation be 
pleased to state whether tlie finances of the Dacca rniversity have lieen 
audited Y 

{h) It so, Will the Hon bh* the Mini’^ter be pleast'd t<i lay a eopy 
of the audit rejMirt on the table y 

(r^ Is it a fact that the Dacca I’niversity funds bad to meet the 
travelling exjHMivs of its Vicf^-f’haiicellor y 

(d) If so. will the Hon’ble the Mininter be pleuM'd to slate the amount 
of the same both la^t year and this yvnrY 

ir) Will the H on' bit* the Minister 1# jdeased to state the 
purjioHe for wdiich trifn were made hv the Vif c.('hancellor y 

(/) Will the llon'ble the Minister be plcaserl to state whether the 
Da<x*a I’niversity sjH*nds any money on social fuiu'lionsy 

(//) If MO, fioTii what funds diH*s it s|»cnd money for sueli functions P . 
(h) Will the llon’ble the Minister be pleaseii to stale the nutiiW of 
iiadents in the Dacca Tniversityy 

(i) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be pleaserl to lay a copy of the 
hndget of the Dacca rniversity on the table y 

Tlli H0n*bl8 Mr. P. C. MITTERs (o) The accounts of the University 
from February, 1921, to 31st March, 1922, have l»een audited subject 
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r 'V^' 

to the recasting of the accounts under the new budget headings suggested 
by the auditor and to be approved by the Executive Council. 

(h) The audit report has not yet been received by the University 
from the Accountant-General. 

(c) Yes, in respect of journeys cm University business. 

(d) A sura of lls. C30-1(M) was psiid in 1921-22 and a sum of 
Es. 391-16-0 in 1922-23 (up to 31st December, 1922). 

(e) In 1921-22, five journeys wore made to Calcutta for (/) inter- 
viewing the Chancellor, (2) interviewing candidates for University 
posts, (.3) attending the raf»t*tiijg of the Faculty of Law, and (4) other 
ofBce duties. In 1922-23, two journeys were made to Calcutta for 
attending the Seh^tion (\»ramitteeH and one journey to Darjeeling for 
interviewing the Mii»istef of Education wath regard to finances of the 
University. 

(/) A garden party was given at the inauguration of the Univer- 
sity in 1921 torae<*t His Excellency the Chancellor. 

(/;) Tlie cost of the garden jmrty was paid from the initial grant 
paid in 1920-21. 

(h) Tlio nuiuber of students is 1,203 (including 74 studeiils of the 
Training (College preixiring for tlie L.T. diploma and B.T. diploma and 
139 students of tlie Dacca Medical Sc hool who take Fhysics and Chemistry 
at the University). 

(i) A copy of the hu<lget for 1J122-23 for reciin’ing ex|)enditure is 
laid on the Library table. The Imdget for ca])itul exisMuliture is not 
yet ready. 


Government Bill. 

The Calcutta Munieipal Bill, 1921. 

Cl.Al'SK 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'hle Mr. H. E. A. Gotten): The House 
will now proc'eed with the consideration of lunendinent No. 19, clause 

3(1). 

Babtt JATINDRA NATH BASU: I move that for clause 3(4) the 
following l>e suWituted, namely, — 

{4) ‘ Hasar ’ means a place of trade (other than a market) where 
there is a collection of not less than twenty-five shops or 
warehouses 

In this Bill we have too many definitions unlike what we had in the 
Qooudai Bill. We have the word “market defined and we have also 
the word ** haiar.*^ I am told that the difference between the two words 
is that a market is a place where articles of food are sold, and a htxai 
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{ilac« wAieh is a market, but not a place where articles of food a<« 
The definition is so wide that a whole loc*ality may be called a 
haiar and the special reflations that are applicable under this Bill 
and set out in a subsequent chapter will l»e made applicable to a plaice 
which the CorfKiration might decide to be a luisur. For instance, in 
Chowringhee there are several shops. It is a place of trade and there is 
a collection of sho])s and warehouses, and if it is i-esolved by the 
Corporation that it is a Iwxar it would lie treated as such. The expres- 
sion ** a place of trade does not necessiirily re*«trict the plai'e to one 
particular premises; it may be the whole lo«'ttlity, for instance, Hentiiick 
Street, Cornwallis Street, Chitpur Boud, where every house is a shop. 
The definition simply says “ any place of trade where there is a collec- 
tion of shops.” I therefore think, Sir, that it might lead to hardehip 
and that the definition should either he made nmie clear or in the a*ay 
that I suggested, namely — 

” * Ihixur ’ means a place of trade where there is u c-ollection of not 
less than shops or warehouses.” 

With these words I lieg to move my amendment. 

Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 am sorry I have to oppose 
the motion of my hon’hle friend, Hahn Jutindru Nath llasu. I want to 
point out to him that his amendment, if accepted, would defeat th( 
purpose he has in miml. He says Cornwallis Street or (Miowringhee, 
where there is u collection of shops, can 1 h* treated as u hnf.ur. Hut, if, 
as he .suggests, w% restrict the tiumher to 1 * 0 , every impfirtanl street in 
(Calcutta at)uld In* < (>nverte<l into u huzar. Certainly Chowringhee atiU 
Cornwallis StretH contain more than 1/5 shops. ] am afraid my horChle 
friend has misunderstood the wh(de thing. Bazar means a collection of 
shops in one premises and here it is clearly jiut down (hat a hazar means 
any place of trade where there is a collection of sh<ips. We hail a long 
discussion in the Select Committee almul it ami it was found to he rather 
difficult to lay down the exac*l tiumlier of shops whi<'h would constitute 
a bazar and we decided to leave it to the discretion of the (’orjKirution. 
If my hoii’bic friend looks at the last two lijies he will see that it is 
clearly stated there that the (’orporation can, at its diw-relion, diHdare 
a premises to lie a liaznr. 

Bibll AMULYA DHONC ADDYS I beg t<i support the ainendmenf 
of my hon’hle friend Bahu Jatindra Nath Basu. The pres«*rii definition 
of ** bazar ” is as wide as fiotHible. Tt is a place where there is a 
collection of shops, the number of wbich will be fixed by the CorfMim- 
tion. It may be 5 or 10 or KK). Therefore, I think it is desirable that 
the numlier of shops or warehouses which f onstilule a Imzar should lie 
fixed by law. The special reason as to why ” liazar ” should be properly 
defined is this, Under clause 395 the Corporation can enforce the owner 
of ft bazar to open out roads leading to the bazar at his cost. But, Sir, 
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if tliat pemn happenR to lie the owner of a number of buildings used for 
dwelling purposes and if the opening out of such a road is found to be 
necesKurv, it must he dofie at the cost of the (’orporation. The Corpora- 
tion eannot lon e the owner of such a block of ilwelling-houseg to Construct 
a road. Jtut it he happens l»e oviiiei (if a huzar, namely, a place where 
there is a collection ot shops or warehouses, he can he forced to open out 
that load at his own co"!. 1’hat is the reason why it is desirable that 
hu/ar should he propeily defined especially on the ground that there is 
no such definition in the Ihmihay Municijial Act or any other Act. Of 
'"course, in the rase of a inujkel, theie should he such a provision, but in 
the case ot a hazar, which is nothing hut a collection of shops, there 
sliould not he atiy such provision, (’nder the (*ircuin.stances I submit 
that “ bazar ” should he properly defined. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I rise to oppose the amendment which has l)een 
moved by ni\ looi’hle Irieiid, Hahu .latiiidia Xafh Husu, I submit that 
iiMoe number cannot determine vvlielher a place is u bazar or not. There 
was a di^cu-'sioa, as has been j»oinU*d out by my hon'hle tiiend, Dr. Dutt, 
in the Select ('(timnittee wIicIImm- I'J or lo oi l!n should la* (he number of 
shops making a ha/ar oi' not, and then we ultimately decided — and I 
think it is a deci*.iou - iliat it sliould lie left to tin* (’orporatiem to 

(letciiuiue ill cm li case wlo'ther a pho e is a ha/ar fu not. Sii, w hethei 
a jdace is a liazar or not must depend on (lie cii rumsiances of each case, 
and 1 think it i’^ light and pioju*) that the matti*] should lie left to (lit 
discretion ol the ( ’orpoialion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Alter what has been said by my 
hoirhle friends. Dr. Dtitt and Mr. (jlmse, I do not think (here is much 
that necil he said. 1 Ik* last two lines ol tin* clause were deliberately 
*put in In the Select ('omnntt(*e, altci a good deal of ( (in.sid(*ra(ion, for 
the puiposc oi obviating all dillii nll i(*s which miglit aiise in such cases 
of whicli my liou'hle liiciids over there has spnkcu. namely, there might 
be shops or waieltotises apjiei taiuiug' to tht* stnH‘(s on the side of 
a public stieet. We do not take them to lie a public bazar, otherwise 
(he Iniok shops oil ('tdl(‘^‘ Stiei’t and (’oiuwallis Stn*et might be 
called bazars. Hut we have not done that. I leally think that discre- 
tion mu.st Im* b‘t( to (In* t'orporulioii to d(»c!are a cejtain piece of land 
in which theie is a (dlba tion of shops to he a bazar. 'I'hat is the reason 
why tin* last two lim*s have b«*en insertiel, and I think Mr. Hasirs appre- 
hension is not legitimate. If the dis<'ietion is left to the (’oi jumition 
there would be m> ditticulty, if it is nut >0 left, tli^n there might be a 
g(K>d deal of didieulty, and to obviate (hat situation this provision bftS 
l»e<ni made. 

The Hon'ble Sir taRENDRA NATH BANER^EA: On behalf ol 

Government 1 must opix»ta> the amendment. This matter was very care- 
fully considertMl, as has l>een mentioned by Mr. Ghose, in the Select 
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miitee, and after a full and elnlnirate dL«tcoaiiion we arrived at tbii 
l^iaion. It ia practically the existing. law, only we have mort* clearly 
ilafined the discretion which is vested in the (\>r{H)ratioii. To say that 
BO shops would tHjnstitute n Imxur in any and cvciy can** would be to 
Introduce (complex rciyulations of a sanilaiv kind into |s*tty little plac'ee 
where they would obviously la* tnjt of place. ] think the liest thin|r w*o 
can do is to accept the momincndatton <»f the Select (VmimittH^ and 
to reject the uineiidment. I hti|v my hon’hle friend will withdniw hi» 
amendment after what has been said. 

Bibu dATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, may 1 have your ;»t*rmiHS!oll 
to ask a (pn^stion of the Hon’ hie the Minislei Y IWs he ineiui by 
“ a place of business ” a locality, or a nuinliei of premise’^ ^ 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: It is a culle<>. 
tion of shoi>s. It is explained in the next line. 

BiyiHi dATINDRA NATH BA8U: I do not see it 

The amendment was then |nit ami lost. 

The following amendment which stiMwl in the name of Uai Kanindra- 
tal lb* Bahadur was, hy leave of the (’ouncil, aifhdrawn ; — 

That III clause d(-/) — 

(/) in line before tlie wmcl ’ shops ’ the word ‘ twenty-five ’ be 
inserted ; 

in lines .‘t, 4 un<{ 5 the wt>ids ‘ w}!i< ii the (’or|M»iutioii may, by 
reM)lution, declare to be a bazar * Ik* omittiHl." 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that iu < lauw .4(6 ), lines 
I to 4, the words “ other than a houndurv wall not excts‘din>r ten find 
n luMght ” U* omitted. 

He s|>oke in Beiifrali. I’he tiunslation of his s|M*ech is us fcdlows: — 
In the existing Ac t there is no haid and fast rule n^garding the 
erection of iMniiidarv walls. No one hiiilds any iMnindary wall on 
lecount of luxury, hut it is built owing to tin* fntrdali system. Amongst 
the Mussulmans the purdah is strictly i*njl)incd. 'I'his system alw) 
obtains amongst the Hindus. It is, therefoic, desirable (hat the law 
abould l)e framed having due regard to tlie riianneis and habits iif the 
people. The Select (’oimuittee have suggested that instead of H f(*et 
the wall should bt* made Kt feet. If Itt fec*t is not considered necessary 
by the ratejiayers, to my mind the law should not Is* amenrliH). l^id 
8 feet remain as it is. What is the gcnwl of burdening the [people with 
additional exjienditiire which would necessarily have to Is* incurreil if 
they have to build the Inmndury walls up to lit fcM*! in height Y 

Mr. PRE8IDENT9 The folhiwing four umendtiieiifs all relate to 
dftuee 8(6*). So I would ask Haja Hesbee (*iis<* laiw to move his amend- 
tteni Non. 22 and 24 together. 



m CAIXJUTTA MtNICIPAL BILL. {1*™ Vn. 

Raia REtHEE CASE LAWi I move that in clause 3(^), lines 3 
and 4, the words “ not ex<!eeding ten feet in height he omitted; and 
that at the end of elaUMf^ 3(6*), the following words be inserted, namely: — 
“ but does not include a hogJa or other similar kind of temporary 
shed erectwl on ceremonial festive occasions/' 

The objei't of removing the restriction regarding erection of boundary 
walls is that such restriction may go to place the owner of any premises 
in the ijosition of liifficiilty when his rights are being invaded by the 
attijuisition of easement by a neighbouring owner over his land or when 
a high boundary wall bwomes ne(*essary to secure privacy. Nobody 
even raises high boundary walls exceid when loinptdled to do so by circum- 
stam^es as statisl al>ove. In a town in which ixirtition amongst co- 
sharers often take place, the nei'essity for building high brmndary 
waiy often arisi‘s, and it would not \ie fair and just to restrict the 
common law right of a citizen to take nece.ssary steps for the protection 
of his own privacy and property. 

My object for adding the clause at the end of this sub-clause is that 
in view of the wide definition of tlie w<ird “ building,” hogla or other 
kind of temporary sheds erected on ceremonial or festive (K’casions 
for ust^ for a short ptnioil only may come within it so tlml umler the 
Act the various restrictions including taking of sanction, etc., liecame 
applicable to it. It is obvious that the Act never intends their inclu- 
sion and it would not he fair and just to include them as well. 

n9bu dOCENDRA NATH ROY: I move that at the end of clause 
3(6'), the fidlowing be added, namely: — 

” but shall not include u tem|s»rarv sIumI.” 

In moving the amendment that stands against my name I think 1 
nml not take up much time of this ('ouncil. The definition of 
” Building,” ns given by the framers of thi.s Bill, is likely to incon- 
venience the ix»ople and [>rove an engine of oppression in the hands of 
the servants of the (’orjHiration, Buildings, according to the dehnition, 
includes* a houst', out-house, stable, privy, urinal, shed, hut, wall (mure 
than ten ft*et high), and other such structure, ” whether of masonry, 
bricks, woikI, mud, metal or any other material whatsoever.” The 
net, Sir, has Ihh'U cast very witle. We are all aa'an? how on ceremonial 
or other oc casions jHMiple have often to eiect temiKwar^ sheds of hogla 
or wood. Often these have to b<» erected at short nofice for a few daya. 
And it wu)uld W a great hardship on the taximyers if these nheds aie 
iiicludcMl in (he definition of” Buildings ” and regular sanction demanded 
for their enudion. 

We all have ex|a*vience of the delay one has to encounter in getting 
the sanction of the municipal HUthoriti<>s for the eretdion of atructum^ 
The proverbial red-tape, Sir, is as much in evidenc'e in the Corpomtiott 
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^ a« in the »Secretariat. And 1 think, the iiiagic wand of our 
nd, Babu Surendra Nath Mailtk, haa not lieen aWr tnmafonn the 
oU methods out of recognition. These temi»onirv hImmIn, as 1 have said 
belore, have often to bi* em te<i iil short notice; and if they are reoog* 
niied as buildings, siincticm for their eriH’iion may come after the 
ceremonial occasions for which they are mjuiied art' over, A ttmi|Kirary 
ahed cannot jeoimrdiKe the health of the inhabitants, mw can it incon- 
venience others. They are often a necessity and ('annot lie avoided. 

Df« PRAMATHANATH BANERdlAs ] Wg to nn»ve that at (he end 

of clause 3((?), the following l»e added, namely: — 

^ ** but does not include any structure en^ted for tem|x>rarv pur- 
poses.** 

My amendment i.s similar to the amendment which has alreatly Issm 
moveil by Kaja Kesh<y^ ('asc Law, but it is somewhat wider in scopi*. 
Raja Resh(‘e (’use Law would confine the teniis»mrv structun^ only to 
such as may 1 m' erected on ceremonial ami ft*stive occasions. 1 will go 
a little further. If it is found necesNury to construct temjiorary. 
sheds in order to erect buildings at a later stage and for various 
other purjKisc^s, it is desirable that such strui'tums should lx* excluded 
from the definition < { the word building ”. Siu li slniclures very often 
have to be erected at a very short notice and it is not iMissihle to approach 
the (*or|K)ration for sam ti<in. I therefore l)eg to move niy amendment. 

Bldbu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: 1 Ix^g to opiK>se tin* amendment 
movwl by the Shah Sahib and I strongly sup|>ort the nrmuidment moved 
by Dr. Pramathanath Ilanerjea With regard to the nziiendment of 
the Shah Sahib, it u[»|M*nrs that he is under a misapprehension. It 
would ai»|x‘ur from the (h‘finition that n building includes a wall and 
the words “ other than a iMmndary wall of Iff fi'et in height ” is rather 
a n*striction to the height of the wall, ruder the definititm of the exisL 
ing A<’t, “ wall ” is not iiu ludeil, and therefore, at present everyone can 
erect a wall irresjx*ctivc of height Um hus** it fs not regarded as building. 
But us would upixMir under the Hill a wall is a building and under the ori- 
ginal Bill it WHS 8 fi*et, hut on the n‘c<»mniendati<wi of the (’oiTxiration the 
SeUnd Committei* has made it 10 feet. So it apiiears that all lK>umlttr>' 
walls of the height up to 10 find an* excluded from the definition of build- 
ing, and therefore, no sanctirm is nHjuiriMl for the erect imi of IsHindary 
wall up to 10 feet in height. But as regards the height of a wall which is 
more than 10 feet — several liouiidary walls are ore< t 4 Ml 30 feet or even 
40 feet — the discretion is left to the Corporation. So it will appear 
from Schedule XVI. nile 18, which says that ^'notwithstanding anything 
oontainerl in this m’hedule, a boundary wall may lie erected on the 
tMmndary of a site to any height which the Corporation mav think fit 
md proper in the sfieciaJ circumiitattcee of the coae.’* Thus, it is quite 
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at the diHoretiofi of the (%>r|x>iation to fix the height of the bcmiidsry 
walJ. It may eveii'^nanetion feel or 40 feet, if it ia found necesaary 
to keej) up the purdah of a joint family, but it will not sanction the 
erection of mucIj a wall if it ( loses the windows and doors and cjpeninga 
of an adjoining building. So even a Imundary wall has been included 
under the definition (d the building, but there is a discretion of the 
CortK)rution and 1 hoix* and trust that the (>)rporation will not abuse 
the power entrusted to it. As regards the amendment of Dr. BanerjeSi 
whi(‘h has Ikhoi fully explained by our esteemed friend, Raja Reshee 
Case Law, 1 fully endor.se the view taken by him. It appears from clause 
330A, in page 120 of the Hill, that no building shall be erected or used 
even for a temponuy pur|M)sc without the apiuoval of the Corporation 
and otherwise in Jiccordance with any bye-Iaw.s made in this behalf under 
this Act. So, Sir, even in the cas<* of a tcinjiorary building the sanc- 
tion of the (\>rfH)ration is rcupiired, and, as you know, it takes n long 
time for sanction to a building being secured. It i.s very costly, and 
und('r lh(» Hill, as it is, a licensesil building surveyor is to b<» appointed 
at a heavy cost and it w(»nld be a source of great hardship if a i>erson 
’has to submit plans for the ere(“tion of even a temi^omrv shed. We 
erect tCinjH)rary ^heds for our religious purjxwes, for our marriage 
eereinoiiies, and for the storage of Iniilding materials, lliey may last 
foT* a immth or two and in the case (d a marriage caremony two or tbiee 
days only, thendoris Sir, it would 1 m* a .source of gr(‘at hardship. If 
we do not get the sanction, we shall even he drugged before the Muni- 
cijml Magistrati*. 1 tluMefon* strongly supjMut tin* last amendment. 


Mr. D. J. COHEN S Whatever my hon’ble friend, Habu Amulya 
Dlume Addy, has .“aid, I think that there is < nnsiiboable foice in what 
bus lK‘en said hv tin* Shah Sahib. It would (‘ertainly o|M*rate hardly on 
houses ofcnpie<l bv purdahna/ffnn |M*o]de. The rule to which Babu 
Amulya Dbone Addy diaus our attimlion onlv pn)vid«‘s for walls in 
case of easctiMMif and not any other case. TluTe are cases in which 
purdahnaahin |M*opl»\ fimk, it ab^olutel\ iiece>sary to provide for high 
boundary walls- higher than IH feet— and I do n<»t think there will be 
shown many i instances where ordinarily the owners built very high 
iMunidary walls. wWuh means a lot (d money, merely laMaust* they ore. 
not in teims with their neighbinirs. Sck far as the next amendment ii 
com'ertied, 1 o[)p(»se it be<*auHe I do m»t think it is iieces.sary at all. In 
clatise Ik'UlA id the present Hill we have provided that no building 
shall be erected or used for a tem|M»rary purp<»se without the approval 
td the (’orporation. Tluwe will In* bve-luws made and all these tempor- 
ary stru<'tures will come under those bye-laws, and if you include thii 
in the Bill proper we cOiinot know' what would constitute a temporary 
struct ui-e and for what length of time a building should stand on a 
particular site to he constitutwl a temporary structure. For tbeee 
reasons it would be lietier uot to add these words at all. 
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0. c. CHOSE: I to oppose the nmondnimt*. I vmKuw to 
#aer from my fnVnd, Mr. ( ohen. and to nu.v that tln*iT is very littla 
f«ree >D the remarks made hv Shah S>mi Km.ladul Haq when he moved 
hla amendment. H these w„uls - <.,he. th.n, a Iv.undarv wall not 
. exceeding l(» f.a.t in height " a,.. .....itled, than a man will have to go 
through al the ,.io.edure for getting the .aneiion of the for, .oration 
fora boundary wall and that »,1I he » sotiroeof harassment to the ,.eo,de 
At the same time I ventnre to think that a lit feet aall Is ,,nile good 
enough to serve as t. s. teen or a for women. Some 

limit is, of eouise, neiessart, . theiwlse a man mat |.nl n,. a wall :‘ll or 
30 feet in height and ihetehv shut out the ait an.l light of the neighhotir. 
ing premises. The Seleet have heen eaiefnl t,. make a pro. 

vijsion ill thp Hill t(t pioiot l 


With reganl to tem|s>.at.v sitmltires. I .lo think that sanction is 

necessary.^ leiaporaiv stni. lnres ma> eanse damage lo and j.i-o- 

jwrty. \\ hen I say this I have in mind the case of the .\ll-lndia Kxlii- 
bition which eousisted of tempoiaiy .strm lines, and there was a (ire 
which eanse, I eonsideialtl.' .lamage lo (.roperty. I think, llieret..re, that 
in the ease of teniporarv struetures also (he sanetion of the ('or,.oru- 
tifHi .‘iliould lie ij(»( <‘>,sjirv. 


Rii Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadur: I wi.h t.i .ay a f i w worda 

uhout tliP,.f aineiMliiHMits. Uaja Ci.so Law of opiuion fliat 

tbf» lifo'w'ht of iKtundaM wulK sloaild not hr losi i it j,.,]. I oppon,. 
anionjrst otll(.^^, (.n sainiutv ^mutols. If two hii ildinirH uvr allowed to 
W {-vfM tfd side h\ side. ilu. ftidv ImMwooii lli. rn \m 11 hr idu^bt 

feet, that Is ffiur fr*'( adjoiain^r houm*. and »f a hoiMuhnv uafl, 

of or 40 irri m l.nih on ntliri fd thrsr four hot Hpat.-s. | ,w,iih] u^k 
the iDovri to »-onsid»*r what tin* ronsr<|nrn( es will hr. Si» I llniik thrrr 
niii»it lie a limit to thrsr honinlai v walls. I hm wr ha\»‘ ft. iln idr 
what j^hoiihl Ik* the limit allowrd for thoso l.onndarv walL. I i},,nk 
that u houmlarv wall of It) frri in linjfltt is fjinto rriouf.tl'h to proti f t ifir 
priviirv of /irTound Hofn io<ims. T<i pjotn-t tho f»ji\a< \ of iftfuns in fhn 
UpiM*!' flfKJi.H hv lafiindarv walls is impoos-ddr. <iih 1 nnh'ss soirtr liiriit in 
put on the hpi«:ht of hoiimhn> unlls. flon will i,, anv Irnjftli. | 

would therefore a^^k the Hajii Sahih not to press this. 

Coming to the fpiestiffn of temponirv shefU, I fijnl that my friend, 
Babu Atmilyu Dhone .A«ld>, w'a*< ri^^ht in pfdntinj^ out thaf rlaoMe OOOA 
idipoaeK ufam the pcmple the liability of fd)lainin|;f )«.am turn from the 
Corporation for erertinp temporary Kheds. ruder the f xi‘*fiii^^ inleH nf» 
auch rntnetioi) or appitival or any Mmdiuj,r out <jf plarin In iierf*H‘<ary for 
iliia punune. 1 think it is dejfirable that we t^houhl ex« dude teiiipoiary 
atnicturejf ererteil on feremonial fM fmsioiia; ami that in why I MUpport 
Raja Re»hee Ca^a l^iwV ameudment. I feel fhat iinle^^H that in done it 
will be a sourre tif hardship. In }lindti houHe^ — I do not know of Muham- 
madan koujtea— marriages Uke place gn very short notire, and tenipor- 
ainteturM have to be erected very quickly. If a man has to get the 
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nanction of the Corporation in order to put up a temporary hogla abed 
when he is very busy with the arrangements for the marriage, it will 
he indeed very hard on him. Therefore I think we should accept the 
Baja’s amendment whi(*h is quite inoffensive and is in keeping with the 
pres(?nt praetiw. At present the Corporation does not insist upon aano* 
tion being taken for such structures and I have not heard of any com* 
plaint about this. I wrdud therefore request the acting Chairman tq 
consider whether we cannot accept this amendment. 

SEORETARY to GOVERNMENT. DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Coodo): I desire to say on behalf 

of Government that we support the position which Dr. Dutt and 
Mr. Ghose have explained as regards boundary walls, and we mustj 
therefore, oppose these amendments. 

As regards temporary stmctures, we think that some provision for 
their regulation shonld be made, but I am not sure that the Raja Sahib 
has realized that the elaborate rules, which govern the erection and the 
granting of sanction for ordinary masonrj' buildings, will obviously not 
apply to these temporary structures. The C\)rporation is given power 
under this Rill to frame special bye-laws for the granting of sanctions 
and for regulating the erection of temjMmiry structures, such as h4>gln 
sheds and other buildings of that kind. We think it is desirable that 
there should be some control, but we leave it to the Corporation to make 
that control us lenient as they think proper. 1 would only refer tq 
Mr, Ghose’s illustration — the recent fire in the Exhibition — as showing 
the necessity for the (N>rporution to have some control over the con- 
struction of even temporary buildings. I hope that in view of the fact 
that such control is nei'essurv and that the Corpomtion may he as 
lenient as they like in this matter, these amendments wull not be 
pressed. 

BalMl NITYA DHON MUKHERdEE: I rise to support Itaja Eeshee 
Case Imw’s amendment. It has been argued by Mr. Ghose fhat some 
control by the ('orpmntioci is necessary over the erection of temporary 
stnu’tures, inasmuch us there w'as recently a fire in the Exhibition. But 
may 1 knt»w’. Sir, whether the sanction of the (Corporation w’ould prevent 
temporary sheds from catching fireF Is there any guarantee that the 
fire will W afniid to catch temporary shells if the sanction of the Corpora- 
tion is taken for their erection? 1 do not know whether this is the idea# 

Then there are (H'cusions when a marriage has got to be perfonned 
in-three or four days’ time. Where is the time to go to the nTunici* 
)mlity to submit plans and get^the sanction for the erection of hogla sheds 
which will only remain for 48 hours or so? For Imrwari pvirpoeae 
hogla sheds are nei'essary, and it will be very bard if plans are to he 
submitted for them and sanction obtained. It seems to me that it is oalji 
lote for too much power that has actuated this provision to be mad*. 
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/ Mr. i« W« COOHE: May I point out that auhnuaaion of plana ia not 
i i e ppa aary P The Coiporation by bye-luwa can diaitenae with (daiia in theaa 


BMni tURENDRA NATH MALLIKt I will of all deal with the 
queation of boundary walU. The Hill provider that up to a height o{ 
10 feet no plana are ne<’eH«arv for Imtindnry w’alls, but I would uak mji 
frienda to consider that apart from the point of view put forwani by nij^ 
friend, Kai Dr. Tlaridhan Dutt Bahadur, of Hanitary conditions, there ia 
another considenition hImo for which the ('or|Miralion oujcht to be able to 
control the eret‘ti(»n of boundary walls, naniely, the stability of the wall. 
You raiae a 20 or JIO feet wall for the puriwme t>f Nhuttin^f up your 
neighbour: it is built on unsubstantial foundation, and there is every 
likelihood of its tumbling down and of its being a source of danger to 
your neighbours, Therefore, there must be some (‘(Uilrol by the 
Cor|M)ration, otherwise you may endanger other people's lives. T'p t<» 
10 feet, if it is a honn fidr boundary wall, there is no neeil to obtain 
sanction from the (^trporation, hut if you want to go up higher, say, 
to 20 feet or dO feet and if you do not <lo it properly, it is likely to be 
a source of danger to the bMality, and so some control hy the Cor|Kira- 
tion is necessary. 

Then as regards temporury structures. I may tell y«>u that so far 
as these are ctuicerned, we will be guided by rules framed under 2(»(nl 
of clause 4f)M on page lOd of the Hill — regulating the erection and use 
of buildings for a teiniMirary jmrpose. We recognixed the diHii'ulties 
and so we have taken jsiwer to frame rules, and in these rules we may 
say that no sam tion is re(juired, hut you must report by writing a 
letter saying — "Sir. Please take notice that 1 am going to erect a 
temponirv shed, etc., ct«'," 'ni«»rc» is another thing. Sfunetimes, I 
regret to say, stnutures are constructed ns temporary, hut they are 
kept on, and if they lontinue to remain for a long time, it becomes very 
difficult afterwards to get them demolished. Hut if we get information 
of their erection, we coubl keep a rerord in oiy luHiks so that we can see 
that they are removed after the temjsmiry purpose for which they »»re 
alleged to have Wen ciuistructed is served. (Kherwise, you put youi; 
cows there or make (hem a part id your kitehen and thus make them a 
permanent addition to your htiilding. Therefore, mmie control is 
necessary. It is entirely left to (he disc retion of HO elected persons to 
frame these rules in a way which may not hurt the interests of the rate- 
payers in any way in cccnnection with the erec tion of these temfMjrary 
atrnctures. 

To snm up, I would say that firstly, with regard to boundary walls, 
it would be a source of danger to the other people if a restriction is nol 
jwt on the height of such walls, and secondly, in respect of temporary 
itmctiuree, there need not be any ajq^rehension aa the rulei to be Iraffied 
1^ the Corporation will meet the case. 
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Rif 40CEN0RA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs I beg to supf^ort 

the anierulnient about the erection of temporary structures. The acting 
Ciiairraan of the Cori)oration has said this amendment has his sympathy, 
but he considers that as the municipality has got the power to make 
regulations, the regulations will he so made that simply a notice to the 
effe(^t that on such and such occasion a temimrary 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I have only suggested that. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; Kxactly for that 
reason I stiy that if we are convinced that that would he done, there will 
he no force in the Raja Sahib’s amendment, hut how can we l>e sure that 
that shall be done? Let some assurance be given to that effect, and I 
believe the Raja Sahib will withdraw his anmndinent, but as long as that 
is not dijtie, he cannot withdraw it. 

Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; As a menibci representing 
here the mufassal zamindars I mn interested in this amendment. In 
many cases the marriages of zamindars in tlie inteiior take place in 
(Calcutta and we have t<i build temjxirary structures at a very short 
notice, and if, in addition to that, in order to ere< t temporary Ikh/Io sheds 
vve have to dance attendance at the municipal office, it will add greatly 
to (Uir troubles, I would therefore suggest that this most innocent 
amendment should be accepted. 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: May T ask one (piestion of the 
Raja Sahib? In his long exfierieru'e has there been one single instamc) 
in which the rorp<»ration objected to the putting up of temporary sheds 
for ceremonial purposes? 

As regards the assurance, if that is moved by the Raja Sahib at the 
next meeting of the rorporution, I am sure his retpiest will meet with 
ready acceptance. 

Shah Syed Kmdadul Hmj’s amendment that in t lause lines 2 to 
4, the W(»rds “other than a boundary wall not exceeding 10 feet in 
height” he omitted was then put and lost. 

Riija Reshee (’’ase laiw’s amendment that in clause *1(6*), lines and 
4,ihe wt>rds “not exceeding 10 feet in height” l>e omitted was then put 
and lost. 

Bahu Jogendra Nath Ray’s amendment that at the end of clause 
the following l>e added, namely, “hut shall not include a temporary 
shed/' was then put and lost. 

Raja Reshee Case Ijaw’s amendment that at the end of clause 
the Ifollowing words be inserted, namely, “but doea not include a hogtm 
or other similar kind of temporary abed erected on ceremonial leetiee" 



P83.] CAWUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 87 

oecasions, was then p\it aiut a division taken with the following 
raenlt:— 


AYES. 


Aiiy, Sana Aimiiya OHaiM. 

AfSil, Havrabtaea K. M., Kban Aahaaur. 
AlHMtf, Maalvl YaJiulnuMtii. 

AlMMi. Mr. M. 

Manaa, MaasM aafar. 

AMy, Mr. t. Mahbaab. 

AH| Mr. tyMl Crfan. 

All, Mr. tyatf Natlm. 

AN, HuimAI Ayub. 

Arhamaaain, Mauivi Kbansaliir. 

Atam, Khaa tabaSur Kbaaja MabaataN. 
laa arjaa, Or. Fraaiatbaaatb. 

■aaa. Baba Jatlabra Hath. 

BbaCtaabarjl, Nabu Nam CbaaSra. 
SbaaNburt, Baba Klafiari Mahan. 

Cbaabbari, Maafvl Sbab Muhammad. 
CbaaMiary, Khan Babldar Mauhrl 
Rabmatian. 

Oat, Baba Bbitbmadtv. 

Oat Oapta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran ChanBfI. 
Oa, Rai Bahadur fanindralai. 

Outt, Mr AJay Chundar. 

Ibitt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Narldhan. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Faraqut, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Obata, Rai Bahadur Jagandra Chundar. 
Naa, Mairtvi A. K. FaiMiL 


Naa, tbab iytd Emdadul. 

Nua, Mauhrl ihramui. 

Karbn, Mauhrl Failat. 

' Kban, Mauhrl Namid^<dln. 

Khan, Mauhrl Md. RbAaua Uddin. 

Laar, Ra>a Ratbaa Cata. 

Mahramalt, Muntbi. 

Maltra. Dr. datindra Nath. 

' Muhharlaa, Babu Nilya Dbana. 
MtriibaiNidbaya, Babu taral Obandra. 
Mutllah, Babu Nirada Babary. 

Nathar, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Rauf, Mauhrl thah Abdur. 

Ray, Babu lurandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Ihlb ihahharttarar. 

Ray. Rai Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

I Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krtthna Chandra. 
! Rithi, Babu Ratlh Chandra. 

I Ray, Babu dafandra Nath. 

{ Ray, Mr. Bljoypratad tingh. 

; Roy. Rai Bahadur Lain Mohan iingb. 
' Roy, Ra)a ManlloU llngh. 

taiam. Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdut. 
j iarhar, Babu dagoth Chandra. 

I latiiar, Babu Rithindra Nath, 
tinha, Babu turondra Narayan. 


NOES. 


All, MunthI Amir. 

Banor)oa, tho Non'blo fir turondra Nath. 
Bantrioo, Rai Bahadur Ablnath Chandra 
Bmitloy, Or. C. A. 

Btrtoy, Mr. L. 

Bato, Mr. i. M. 

Obaudhurt, tho Non'blo tho Naatab Balytd 
Naarab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Daaro, Ma)or<Canoral B. N. 

OiLltio, Mr. d. A. 

DaiiaW, tbo Non'blo Mr. d. 

Oooiavan, Mr. d. T. 

EaMnan, Mr. T. 

Obata, Mr. O. C. 

Oaado, Mr. t. W. 

NamoN, Mr. W. W. 

MimCtfiBfard, Mr. CU T. 


Lang, Mr. d. 

Maharaladhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Non'blo tho. 

Maliili, Babu lurondra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

Mittor, tho Non’blo Mr. P. C. 

MuhorNo, Mr. t. C. 

Rahoom, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tho Non’blo Bir Abd-urN 
Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Roy. Mr. d. N. 
ion, Babu Mani LaL 
ftophontdS, tbo Non'Mo Mr. H. 1. 
ituart-Wlltiamf, Mr. i. C. 

Villlort, Mr. P. I. I. 


The Ayes .V.? aiul tht* 31, the iiiotinii wus curried. 

Dr. Pranmthariath Haiierjea’s atiieiidiiient was not pat as it was 
held to be cciveretl by the dei isioii arrived at by the Counril on the alwive 
motion. 


RSls IIE8HEE CASE LAW: 1 move that claum* 3(7) omiiUMl. 

In a town like raUutta where the value of laud is »o very high and 
the number of owners of small holding is niorrf than 96 pt»r cent., the 
introduction of a building line would be a source of very great hgrd- 
•hip to them. Both the Improvement Trust and the Calcutta Oirpors- 
Immi appear to be of opinion that these are not suited to the stj^le ol 
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houH(*M built in Calcutta. The object of having a building line is that 
the main building of a house must be set back in its own ground from 
the edge of llie public street. If the owner of a small holding has 
therefore to leave a l)ack sfiace of 10 feet or more and the side spaces 
of four feel he may have to sacrifice alamt half of his land as open land 
and may even find building imiKwsible. I think the street alignment 
with the provisions regulating the height of buildings to be erected 
on the streets is sufficient for the purjK)se of securing light and ventila- 
tion. 

BallU HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: In sub-clause (7), under clause 
0, the words “ Building Line ” have l)een defined. According to the 
definition given there, it npjHMirs that, if any |K)rtion of land is left 
vacant in front of a liouse, it will Im‘ a fH)rtion of the street. The words 
street alignment ” have Is'en defined in the Bill also, in suWlause (65), 
under clause d. So if the suh-cluuse (7) be retained, it will bc» in con- 
flict with the (lefinitifui of “ street alignment.” So I supi>ort that the 
sul)-chiuse (7) he omitted. 

Rii Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur* I rise to op}H>se this amend- 
ment. It mav not 1 k' (piite clear to some of my friends why the 
Muni(’ipal Bill provid(‘s for a huilding line. 1 wish to {)oint out to them 
that one of the pur|»oses for a huilding line is to secure the widening 
of sti'eets lu'reafter when that will In* found ne(M‘ssary in a co!»gesled 

ami crowded uiea. t'alcutta, ns it is, is vc*rv crow’ded in manv jmrts 

and at the same tiim* theie are {Mirtions in t'ah utta where the ]>ojniIa- 
tion is very small. In su<h place.s it is desirable, with a view to the 

improvement of the city, that a huilding line should In* laid dowm. If 

a huihling lim* Ik* not laid down and the stnH*ts there have to be widened 
ninny «>f the buildings will have to 1 m* destroyed involving u gieat 
expenditure. With this view a building line has been provided in the 
Bill. 1'he Baj*» Sahib wants that this should Im* altogether omitted. 
If the amendment is (arriv'd, it will be very ditlicult to widen sti-eets 
hereafter, and I, for myself, am op|iosed to it. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 have much jdeasure in sup)Miri* 
ing the amemlim*nt of Baja Beshee t'ase liaw. I am sorry my friend, 
Bai Di*. Haridban Dutt Bahadur, has made a confusion iK'tween a build- 
ing line and stn»et alignment. I have not the slightest ohjcH'tion to the 
pi*escription of stre<»t alignment for the widening of existing street® in 
course of time. In the case of street alignment, no Imilding is allowed 
to W elected, and in cour.s«* of time the Corporation can a(X)uire land® 
for the widening of the street on |mymen( of compensation. A build- 
ing Jine is quite different from a strf»et alignment. It is a line for tlie 
erection of buildings, not for the widening of streets, and the owner of 
a building is bound to set Imck on the building line and be in noi 
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^titled to get any compeiiHatimi w)iatM>ever. In the ^»e« of llitidu 
or Muhammadan families oWrving purtlah, they would prefer to keep 
open afxice at the luic^k or a courtyard and not in front of the building. 
Therefore, if you iiinint on the building line, the rt‘>»iilt would Ik* that 
it will deptt*t‘iate the market- value of the land and cuuae undue iiaruKK- 
nieui to the owners of l)uildings. This is the view taken by the British 
Indian Association ami some other public* InKlies, like the Murwari 
Association, and 1 am strongly of opinion that it is ()UiU* unne(H*SMiry 
to prescrila* the building line, but I have not the slightest ohjt*c*tion if 
street alignments are laid down so that the roads might be widened in 
course of tinu*. I will draw your atlenti<Mi to (be substantive lua in 
connection with these building lines, vir., clause* huIkcIuusc* (JK 

Under this sub-clause, no jn'rson sball ercM*( or add to any building 
betwtH*n a street alignment and (he huildiiig line without first obtaining 
the jK'rmission of the (\iris»iu(ion to do so. I admit that thc*re is a 
provision under Mhich the ('orj»oration may grant iriTnission, bnt they 
may rcMpiire the applnant to <*\c‘cu(e an agrc‘enu*n( in accordance* with 
the [irovision in sub-scc ticm 1. So, it apjH'ars that it is »jurt<‘ unneces- 
sary to pcisciila' building lines and that it will suffice* if siniply street 
alignments arc piescrilHsl. 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I op|sme this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I want to {Kiiut 

out that in the existing law, there is such a provision and it is just as 
well to kei*p it there. It is a {Kiri of law of the rnitiMl Kingdom. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I venture U) {Kiint out one 
thing. In section dtKl we find (hat “ if the ('or|H)rution consider it 
ex{h*dient to firesciilK* for any {uiblic strcM*! a building line or a striecH 
alignment, or iKtlh a buildii^g line and a street alignment, they shull 
give {luhlic notice* of their intention to do s«; provideni that no building 
line shall ordinarily Ik* pifsc rilwcl for any street laid out and made U*forf* 
the commencement of this Ac‘t.'’ This is only for future roadways and 
the idea is to make a 40-foot road jsissible. Possibly, the traffic* will 
not re<|uire there. You use only 20 f«*et and you presc’rifK* a building 
line so that you may exiKind in future. While ex{Kinding, we only Jjay 
for the land which we acc|uiri» and it will be cheaiKT as then* will be 
no building on it. Otherwise, it would lead to considerable cost when 
the land is acciuired. This is tin* objec t of the c lause*. 

Mr. 0» C. CHOSE* Expi*rience has shown that during the years in 
which the present Act has been in fort*e, no ^arni has resultc*d from n 
prorision of this kind w'hich is in the irresent Act. In iwactiee, the 
CSorporation has never prescribed building lines. ^ 



CATiCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


90 


[14th Fbb. 


Dfi PRAMATHAHATH BANERJEA* It geems that the object of 
a boildin^^ line Ih to make future provision for stnH?t widen- 
inj^*. But the provinion whi(;h at presenf exists reji^arding street aiign- 
inents seems to suftiee for this p\ir|>ose and I think that it would be a 
great haidshii) to owners of buildings if this new provision is intio- 
dined. 1'herefore, I supj>oit the amendment of Haja Keshee Case Law. 


Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am afraid that 
1 cannot agree with Baja Keshee Case ]-»aw. This building Jine is only 
necessary in narrow lanes with w'hich Calcutta abounds. In the case 
of wide roads this provision will never apply. It is only in llie case 
of dark lanes that widening is mnessarv and a building line ought to 
l>e prescrilicd there. I have no Kvm|»athv with this amendment. 

The ainemlment was put and declared lost. 

Haja llesljce Case law asked for a division. 

Mr. PRE8IDINT: This cannot U‘ allowed now as nobody lOse from 
his seat. It is ahsolutely mncssaiv that if an hon’hle memher wishes 
to claim a division he must ris(> in his place. 


Rftjs RE8HEE CA8E LAW: I u^gret tl>at I did not rise in my ]>lnee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am glad to make an exeepti<in in the Kaja 
Sahib’s ease. 

A division was then taken with (he following result: — 


AMy. labu Amulya DhofM. 

AtimM, Maulvl Yakulnutftfln. 

AlHiMi, Munilil Jafar. 

Alty, Mr. t. Matiboab. 

AM, Muftahl Amir. 

ArliamutfMln, Maulvl Ktiantfakar. 

Avam, Khan Mahatfur Khwa|a Mahamatf. 
•anaritni Dr. Aramathanath. «. 

■atu, Aaliu Jatlnira Nath. 

OhaiHihurl, lahu KitJiarl Mahan. 
ChauMhury, Khan lahadur Maulvl 
Nahmatjan. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oaa, iatou Khithmaiav, 


AYES. 

; Outta, tabu Indu Khuthan. 

Naa, Mautvi A. K. FaiMit 
Karim, Maulvl Fallal. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld*ud>dln. 

Law, Raja Rathaa Cata. 

Mahramali, Munthl. 

Muhhapadhaya. tabu tarat Chandra. 
Nasher, tabu Ham Chandra. 

Ray, tabu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar thib dhaliharavwar. 

I Rithi, tabu Ratili Chandra. 

I talam, Khan tahadur AlNlut. 

I tarhar, tabu Rtahindra Nath. 


NOES. 


AM, dir. tyad Natim. 

AM, Munahl Ayub. 

ianarlaa, Hit Naii*b4a Sir i u r Mi i r t Nattu 
tAnarjaa, Rhi tahadur dMlRath Chandra. 
tan Wa y, Or. 0. A. 

•hUy, Mr. L. 

•an, Mr. t. M. 

ONaudhurl, Mauhrl thah Huhafumad. 
tt au ihu r l , Ita Naatia tta Nawab talyld 
NaMat AM, Khan tahadur. 


Oat Otmta, Ral tahadur Ntbaraa Chandra. 
Da, Rai tahadur FanhidralaL 
Daara, Maj a r-Oa n ar a l t. H. 

DtUtia, Mr. d. A. 

Oaaaid, tha Nan'hM Mr. d. 

Oanavan, Mr. d. T. 

Outt, Ral tahadur Or. HarfShaa. 

Smartan, Mr. T. 

Ohaaa, Mr. O. C. 

Ohata^ Ra l tahadur dataadra IMMUdMV 
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ItaMt* Mr. I. W. 
mrmm, Mr. W. W. 

Iliitlinfr#, Mr. 0. T. 

MWb MmiIiI EIuwimiI. 

KIim« MaHlvl Mi. IliiitM UMtA. 

Lang, Mr. i. 

MalMraJaiMrala Mliaittr af guriwan, 
mf Nan^Mt tha. 

MaiM, tabu turanira NaMi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlpla, Mr. M. C. 

Minar, tba Han'bla Mr. P. C. 

Miilitriai, Mr. f. C. 

MiiAiiarjaa, tabu Nitya Obaaa. 


, Mbbaaiii, Mr. AbiMr. 

Rablai, tba Haa'bla Sir A b i-Wh. 
gaMf» Mamvl Mah Abiar. 
lUy, Aai iabaivr Uga a ir a Lai. 
gay» Mr. ii|ayfMaaai tlagli, 
gay, Mr. 0. N. 

Hay, Mr. 4. M. 

flay, Raja Maatlatt SJi^ 

iaa, gabtt Mani LaL 

tliilia« gabu turanira Narayaa. 

•Ataaar« Mr. H. E. 

itapbaataa, tba Maa^ Mr. N. L. 

ttuarl.yviNlaaia, Mr. t. C. 


Tht‘ Ayt*H 2(i and the Noes 45, the motion was l(»Ht. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I now take up nmemlments Nos. 28, 21) timl ^ 
toffetlier. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move tlmt in rlunw 3 ( 5 '), 
line (J, f(»r the word “ dwidlin^-hou.st* ” the wonl;* “ domestic' Imildinjf ” 
be .su!)sti(uted. 

This eofirerii'j the definition of a hiiildiniljr of the warehouse ( lass. A 
buildniL' of the warehouse ehi^H is defined in the liill as a liuilding 
intended to he UM*d as a wuiehouse, fac tory, nianufac tot v, brewery, or 
distilleiy, or toi any simihir jHirpose. Tlien c‘X<c*|»)ions an* stated. A 
dweiltng-housc' or a piihlie building, as cleliiM'd in this Hill, is iiicdrided 
in tin* aboNc* destitution. In this Jiill, buildings are only divided into 
three* classes, huildnigs ot the* waic*lions<* class, ilorin-stic huildings, and 
public' buildings. I lic* e\ptessinn “ d«>nic*sti( building " includes a 
dwelling-boiisi*. I therefore propose tliat u.s the* expression “ clomestie 
building " is a wider c*\pn*ssiori tliaii a “ dwelling-house.” the* former 
Ik* substituted for tlie latter. 

Mr. D. 4 . COHEN: 1 MUpiKirt this b(*cauHt* it will bring it into lino 
with the definition of the words domestic* building.” The expression 
** domestic’ building ” iricludes a dwelling-housf* and any other mamriiry 
building which is neither a huilditig of the waiehouse class iior a 
factory, etc. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ M{K>ke in Bengali in supiKirl of the 
Atnetidmeril of Bahu Jatindm Nofli Basu and withdrew the following 
amendment standing in his name: — 

“ That in clause 3(5), line b, the words ‘ domestic houiu* ^ Ire sub- 
stituted for the word ‘ dwelling-houw*.* *’ 

TIM Hoii'bM Sir BURENDRA NATH BANERJEAl I acc’opi tha 
amondmenf of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

The motion wa» put and agreed to. 
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Mr. 8. W. GOODE: With your permission, I move that in the fim 
line of clause 3 ( 10 ) after the word ** Calcutta,” the following wordi 
be inserted, viz., ” includes the area added to Calcutta and.” It is i 
purely formal amendment. 

Mr. PREtldENT: Will item No. 81 be postponed? 

• Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Yes. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that in clause 3 
sub-clause (72), line 5, the words “a bicycle” be omitted. It will appea 
from the definition that “carriage” includes a bicycle and that it wil 
further appear that under Schedule VII of the Bill a license-fee o 
R». 2 is payalile for each half-year for a bicycle. I beg to submit tha 
there was a time when a bicycle was nothing but a luxury, but times havi 
materially ( hanged. It is only the poor clerks and even labourers whi 
use bicycles nowadays, and therefore, it would be a source of hardsliij 
if they are now forced to take a license for the use of a bicycle and pa^ 
u license-fee for the same. The opinion of the Licensing officer of thi 
(Calcutta (Corporation is that it is very difficult to collec t these taxes fron 
these jHUsons. Under the circumstances, 1 do not think that it is advisabl 
to tax the persons who use bicycles. Tux the lich by all means anc 
there is no objection, but do not tax the jumu' ut large. 

Bibu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: 1 move that in c laiise 8(72), linet 
6 and (), for the words “a bicycle and a tricycle but does not include” the 
following be substituted, namely, — 

“but does not include a bicycle and a tricycle or.” 

The bic'ycle and tricycle were a luxury in old days. Now they an 
considered amongst the necessities. (Clerks getting snmll salary am 
residing at a distant plac e from their office**, require the use of bicycles 
lis their financial conditions dc» not permit them to travel in hackne) 
carriages or trameurs. It has iHsonie a thing of every-day necessity in 
Calcutta. The tricycle is going to be obsolete nowadays. It is gene- 
rally used by infants. 8o I appeal to the House to accept the amend- 
ment. 

Mr, D.C. GH08E: I rise to support the amendment of Babu Amulyi 
IBione Addy. I agree with him that the tax on hic*ycles will he a great 
hardship on the pcK»r. Besides, hic’ycles do not damage our roads and 
thtty are not a nuisam^e, whereas motc»r eyides which are a nuisano# 
em'a{)e taxation. We have gc»t the power now to impose a tax on bicycles, 
but we have never impose<l it. because we thought it w'ould be a hanlahip. 
1 hope, therefore, the House will support the amendment of Babu Amu)^ 
Ohoi^ Addy. 
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Mr. D. J. COHIN: I am Mitry 1 hay# to thia amendment. The 
Tbiicyele i« as much a neceswity to a clerk as a motor car ia to a buHiniHia 
man. We make a difference in the rates; we chnrire for a motor oar 
much more than what we do for a bicycle. It is true the bicycle ia a 
naceseity, but if we were to confine ourselves to licensini; luxurieH, in 
that case we have j^ot to scrap half (he taxes under the schetlttle. There 
- are many things which are nei'esmiries of life, but they have to be taxeil 
because we need imiiiey. 

Rai Dr« HARIDHAN DUTT BahtMhirS I have great sym)Mitby a'ith 
the amendments now under consideration, but there is one ditiiculty. 
If we exempt all bicycles and tri<'ycles along with the ordinary onea, 
then what should In* done in the case of motor c ycles and motor vehicles I* 
Motor c'yc les certainly damage our rtuids and they ought to lie taxed. The 
Corporation all along accepted the pidicy that they need not im)s»se any 
taxation on ordinary bicycles and tric ycles. I am one of those who think 
that the ('orporution was wise in that and ordinary bicyc les and tricycles 
need n«»t be taxed, but if any solution c'oiild Iw* obtained b\ which while 
exempting ordimcry bicycles and tricycles you ccmlcl impose taxes on 
motor cycles and other motor vehicles of similar kind, then J, for myself, 
would support the umendment of Ibihu Aniulya Dhone Adcly. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am in entire sympathy with 
this amendment. As a mutter of fuel we hu\e the jM>wer to assess 
bit yc leN but we dc» not do it priiminly for the leason they are poor men’s 
friends and also for the reason that it is ditficull to assess tliem or to find 
out who uie the persons w*hc» have gcit bicycles. These bicyc les can 
kept inside a rcMon or underneath u staircase. If is more troublesome tcj 
our offic ers to assess than the gocwl that will come of it. I agree with my 
friend liai Dr. llaridhuri Dutt JIuliudur, that a bicycle is not a thing 
w’hich damages cmr roads, but a motor cyc le is teruble, and we ought 
to Uix it. 1 may draw' his attention, and the attention of the House, 
Ui page 2bvS where it will l>e seen that ordiTiary bliycles and tricycled 
. come under clause (». The idea is to take them out of the list of things 
which are to be taxed, but the class of bicycles coiilempluted by my 
friend Rai Dr. Huridhan Dutt Rahadur comes under clause h which sayd 
that on every bicycle, tricycle, sidecar or similar vehiede propelled by 
mechanical power not included in clauses 1, 2, 3, or 4, there should be a 
tax of Ks. 10. So, as fur as ordinary bicycles are conc erned, they are 
quite safe. I have therefore great pleasure in supfMirting the amend- 
ment. 

TIM Sir tURENDRA NATH BANiRJlA: On l»ehalf of 

Oovemment, I desire to accept the amendment. I think that it wouUI 
be a real hardship upon a very large class of fHwr people if we tax 
Ucyeles. 8o, I have great pleasure in accepting the amendmetit.^ 
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Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I tLank the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT. My difficulty is that amendment No. 34 is wider 
than the amendment No. 32. I shall be obliged to put 34 first. I dq 
not know whether IJubu Hem (’handra Nasker wishes to press the 
amendment or whether he wants to w'ithdraw it. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: 1 press for my amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment of Babu Amulya Bhone Addy was not put as it was 
held to be covered by the decision on the amendment of Babu Hem 
Chandra Nasker. 

The Hofi*blaSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I beg to move — 
it is merely a formal matter — that in clause 3(7.3), line 1, for the word 
** hackney " the word ** hackery " be 8ubstitute<l. It is merely a 
printing error which we are correcting. 1 am suiv the Houst» will agree. 

I’he motion was put and agreed to. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I move that iii li?>e 4 ( f clause 
3(7.3) the wonls “ and includes a whetd-lmrrow " 1 m' ornittwl. 

These words have been added as an afterthought. What is a wheel- 
burrow? A wheel-burrow is a very small vehit le used tor conveying 
goods from place to place. This is a method alternative to that of 
currying loads oi» men’s shoulders. The prevailing method is toi coolies 
to carry loads on their shoulders. This, us w'e all know*, is a primitive 
method. It is a ?nost unscientifi<' and tn>ublesome mode (»f carrying 
g(K)ds. Who amongst us has not seen coolies l)ent double under the 
W’eight of their burden? Wheel-lwrrows, on the other hand, are a far 
more convenient method. We should have some pity on these jioor 
coolies and should encourage the greater use of wheel-barrows. In the 
name of humanity, therefore, I w'oiild up]>eal to you to accept this 
amendment. 

Bibtt AMULYA DHONE ADDY. I lu^g to supimrt thi.s amendment. 
The mover of this amendment has rightly stated that there was no such 
provision in the original Bill and that there is no such thing in the 
existing Act, and you would he astonishe<l to hear that there is no such 
provision in Schedule VII of this Bill, It is only in the definition 
that we find the word “wheel-barrow.” Only the labourers will be 
taxed if a wheel-lmrrow is included in the definition of a cart. It will 
appear frtnn Chapter XV that a carter should take a license for the use 
of a cart and have it registered and he has to put on the registiaiton 
ticket. If he does not do so, he is liable to criminal proeecuiicm. May 
I ask whether it will be right and just that a poor cooly using a whmA* 
barrow^ should be dragged before the Municipal Magistrate for having 
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iitiled to take out a lioeoHe? I do not find any nuoh proviwon in tbe 
Hombay Munirijuil Art, nor do 1 find it in the Madras Art. 1 ant really 
iorry that the Selert ConunitttM? Iioh thought fit to include it in the defini- 
tion of “ cart.'* With theta* remarkn I lH*g to wH'ond the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kajn Siihih, would you move your amendment? 

Riji RE8HEE CASE LAW • I move that in rlautte d < line 4, 
after the word “wheel-lwirrow’* the wordn '‘more than five f**et in length*' 
l)e inserted. 

My ohjeet in introdueiug (hin amendment In to exelude from taxalidii 
the small wheel-harrows which aia used in garcWns or to rarry small 
loads hy one man. For obvious raasons these should not Im* taxed. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE. With your permission, 1 would like to suggest 
that in place of the word “ wheel- harrow ” the word ‘'hand-cart’‘ lie 
inserted. I hoja* that this will possibly meelithe wishes ol the movers 
of these amendments. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Is Dr. Hanerjea pre|»art‘d to accept the amend- 
ment .suggested by Mr. (loode? 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir. should we not have tlie word 
“hand-cart” defined liefore We vote one way or the other? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has nothing to do with me; 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: 1 did not exactly hcai what 
Mr. tioode said. 

Mr, S. W. Goode: The view of Oovernmeiit is that it «loes not wish 
to tax what we ordinarily mean hy ‘‘w’he«*l-harrow,” hut we think that 
a " hand-cart ” which is iiKi*d bir instance, in Calcutta for l arrying soda* 
water Ixittles should l)e taxed. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The thing is p<*rfe< tly plain. The words “and 
includes n hand-iart” will lie substituted for the words “and includes 
a wheel -barrow,” that is wlieel-lmrrows will esiajie taxation, while 
haml-caris will be taxed. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I am afniid that I do not 
gain much by it. 

Mr. PREilDENTt Dr. Hanerjea, I am afraid y<m cannot make a 
apeech, 

KMMr BHIB SHEKHAREiWAR RAY: A new amendment having 
boon propoeed by Government, 1 submit that Dr. Hanerjea ja entitled 
lo mnko a speech. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think that before any discuRsion takes place, i 
have firnt to discover whether the mover of the original ainendme 
accepts the suggestion of (iovernnient, and that is what I am trying 
discover, 1 have had great difficulty in getting it out from Dr. Bauerj 
one way or the other. I again ask him whether he accepts the 8Ugg< 
tion of Government. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I am unable to accept t 
the proposed alteration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

The motion that in line 4 of clause 3(iJ), the words “ and includ 
a wheel-harrow” be omitted, was put and division taken with the folio’ 
ing result : — 


AYES. 


Addy, tabu Amulya Obtnt. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Yakulnuddm. 

Ahmad. Mr. M. 

Ahmad, Munihl Jafar. 

Ail, Mr. lyad Natim. 

Ml, MumhI Amir. 

All, Munahl Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

■aaarlaAi Or. Pramathanath. 

■hallaoharjl, tabu Ham Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, labu Kithori Mahan. 

Ohaudhurl, Khan tahadur Maulvl Hahsfr 
Rahman. 

Oai, tabu Ihithmadav. 

Oat Oupta, Ral Rahadur Nibaran Ohandhl. 
Daft, Mr. A Joy Chundar. 

Dutta, Rabu Annada Charan. 

Outta, Rabu Indu Rhuthan. 


Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Naq, Mauivi A. K. FazMil. 

Haq, Utah lyed Emdadul. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Karim, Maulvl Fazial. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamldnid-dln. 

. Makramall, Munthl. 

Maltra, Dr. dallndra Nath. 
Mukhepadhaya, Rabu tarat Chandra. 
Natkor, Rabu Ham Chandra. 

I Ray, Rabu lurandra Nath. 

I Ray, Kumar Rhlb thakharMwar. 
Rlthl, Rabu Ratik Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. RIJoyprotad flnth. 

Roy, Ral Rahadur Lallt Mohan dinffi. 
Sarkar, Rabu Rithindra Nath, 
linha, Rabu turofidra Narayan. 


NOEt. 


AMy, Mr. t. Mahbooh. 

Atam, Khan Rahadur Khwaja Mahamod. 
Ranarjoa, tho Hon’blo tir lurondra Nath. 
Ratu, Rabu datindra Nath. 

Rontloy, Or. C. A. 

Rirloy, Mr. L. 

Rm#, Mr. t. M. 

Ohaudhurl, MauNI Rhah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, tho Han'bio pm Naarnb talyM 
Naarab All, Khan Rahadur. 

Ohaudhury, Khan Rahadur Mauhrl 
Rahmaljan. 

OalMRi Mr. 0. A 

Oa, Ral Rahadur Fanhdlralal. 

Daara, Maiar4lanarat R. N. 

Oanaid. tha Haii'bla Mr. X. 

Oanavan, Mr. J. T. 

Rmartaii, Mr. T. 

Parrattar, Mr. A Oa mpht R . 

Ohaaa, Mr. 0. 0. 

Qhata, Ral Rahadur liRiai r a Ch unda r . 
Oaada, Mr. R. W. 

Hamah, Mr. W. W. 


Huntlngtard, Mr. 0. T. 

Lang, Mr. A 
Law, Raja Raahat Cata. 
Maharajadhiraja Rahadur at Rurdwan, 
tha Hon'bM tho. 

MaNIk, Rabu Rurandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlpIn, Mr. H. C. 

Mtttar, tha Han'Ma Mr. P. 0. 

Hukerjea, Mr. R. 0. 

Mukhorjat, Rabu Nitya OhaR. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahldl, Mia NaWMa Rlr Abdmfs 
Ray, Rat Rahadur U ptndr a iaL 
Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. d. N. 

•arhar, Rabu H Rit h Ohaudra. 

Ran, Rahu Maul LaL 
Skinnar, Mr. N. E. 

R t tphtn u n, tha Han*Ma Mr. N. L. 
•tuar^WMIlauia, Mr. t. 0. 

VIRlara, Mr. P. C. C. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Koea 42, the motion wae loot. 
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The following motion wa» then put tind agreed to:— 

** That in line 4 of olauae (he word * hand>cart ‘ Ik* Hul»HtitutiHt 

lor the word ‘wheel -barrow.* *’ 

The amendment (Standing in the name of Raja HeMhee Ca«e I*ttw 
being ron#KH|uential to the amendment of Dr. I'raiiuithaniith Haiierjtui 
waa not put a« it wa« held to be rovered by the dwdsion arrived at by the 
Council. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAWS 1 move that in claui^e .*1 {2<)), line L 
for the word “any” the word “the” be substituted and that in rlause 
3(2f/L line 2, after the w’ords ** cowkee|)er ” the words “ who trades in 
milk” be inserted. 

My object in introducing the first amendment is t<» extdude from the • 
definition a third person casually coming to the dairy which the Act 
certainly d(>es not intend to include. The suhje<'t of the sec(md umen<i* 
men! is to exclude from the definition a f>erson who kw'ps < f»Ks for his 
own supply of milk and not for trade purjM>se« wh«un I presume the Act 
never intended to include. 

Mr. S. W. COODE: As regards the first amendment we are advised 
that from the drafting |K>int of view, the Uaja Suhih’s correction is 
unnei'cssarN . I therefore ho|K‘ that he will withdraw this amendment. 

As regards the second amendment, Government is prepared to accept 
it. 


Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY* I move tlmt in cIhum* line 2 

and 3, for the words “any seller of milk whether wholesale or by retail” 
the words “any wholesale dealer of milk” Iw substituted. 

It will api)ear from the definition that a “dairyman” includes any 
seller of milk whether wholesale or retail. My suggestion is that 
“dairyman” should include the whfdesale teller of milk but not the 
retail seller. My spw ial reasons for tiris modification of the definition 
are as follows; — Stringent regulations have been prescrilied in cotinec.- 
tion with the milk-snpply. Under clause 42(t a dairyman should take 
out a license for the sale <»f milk, and under ( lause 421 he has tc^ comply 
with certain ret^uisitions of the Corporation 1 admit, Sir, that this 
is absolutely ne<‘essary in the case of dairies, and, in the case of a whole- 
sale seller of milk they should be enforced, but I beg to submit that it 
should not be enforced in the case of a poor dealer who sells milk by 
retail. 1 know of many poor widows who earn their livelihofid by the 
•ale of pure milk by retail in the morning, and if this provision is en- 
forced upon the retail sellers, it will he a source of great hardship on 
them, and they will he under the painful necessity of giving up their 
pvofeaaioii which is their only means of suhiistence. 
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Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I oppose the amendment of Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy. I fail altogether to appreciate why the Corporation should not 
have any control over the retail sellers of milk. If the wholesale seller 
of milk has to take out a license, why should not the retail seller also have 
to do soP 


DIRECTOR of PUBLIC HEALTH (Dr. C. A. Bentley): I wish to 
call your attention to tlu‘ fact that it is absolutely essential, if the public 
are to l>e prott^^ted from the dangers arising out of the sale of impure 
milk, that all sellers of milk — whether wholesale or retail — shooild be 
provided for in this Bill. 1 may also call your attention to the fact 
that it sometimes happens — I have known of several cases — that when 
the milk has been vended, the pice — the dirty pice — taken from the 
customer w’ho buys a small quantity, has actually been placed in the milk 
vessel. Some vendors make use of the pail in which they carrj^ their 
milk as the purse for their money. Thisi is u sort of thing which shows 
how essential it is that the general public should lie safeguarded 
against the retail as well as the whidesale seller of milk. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Raja Reshoe 
Case Raw was then, by h^ive of the(\mncil, withdrawn: — 

That in clause line 1, for the word ‘ any ’ the word ‘ the ’ 

l)e sulwtituted.” 

Ilie following motion standing in the name of Raja Reshee Case 
liaw was then put and agreed to: — 

“ That in clause line 2 , after the word ‘ cow-keein^r ’ the 

w'ords * who trades in milk * l>e inserted.” 

The following motion standing in the name of Balm Aimilyu Dhone 
Addy was then, by leave of the (Vuncil, withdrawn : — 

” That in clausi' line« 2 and 8, for the words ‘ any seller of 

milk whether wholesale or by retail ’ the word ‘ any 
wholesale dealer of milk ’ Ih> substituted.” 

n»p following motion standing in the name of Shall Syi^l Kmdadul 
Haq was, by Iwve of the (Nnincil, withdrawn: — 

” That in clause lines 5 and 0, the worils * nor a place exclu- 

sively ust'd for private worship ’ Ih' omittiMl.” 

Mft 8. W. GOODE: With yinir j>ermission, Sir, I would like to 
ask tlw House to ixM’tify an error which has unfortunately Iwen made 
‘in the drafting. Just now the House exemided bicycJes and tricycles 
from taxation, but they did not, 1 take it, intend to exempt motor 
bicycles and motor tricycles. Cnfortunately, the amendment was 
hurriedly accepted, and, with your permission I would propose to make 
the fcdlowing insertion in the clause as now drafted. I would move 
that ** after the word ' tricycle ^ in clause 3, sub-section as it noW 
stands, the words * other than a motor bicycle or tricycle * be inserted.* 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; I am afraid you cannot do that, beC4iuae all 
die words have been omitted. 

Mr* 8. W* GOODE: I understand the word “bicycle” has la^en 
omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will not |a»rmit this as a lyeneml rule, but on 
the present ociasion as the House dws not want io exclude a motor 
bicycle or tricycle from taxation, I allow this to In* done us a siawial 
case. 

The follow’in^ aiuendment a'lis then, put and a^^fretnl to; — 

“ That after the wonl * tricycle * in clause d(/;L^K the words * other 
than a motor bicycle or motor tricycle, or ’ Ik» insertwl.” 

Riga RE8HEE CASE LAW: ] move that in <dause d('50), line 3, 
the word ordinarily ” In* omitted. 

My objeNTt is to make tin* definition mon* wide so that the striiiffeni 
provisions rc^anlinp adulteration may 1 h* ajiplii'abii* to all classes of 
articles which are hmmI in the composition or pn'|M»rutio»i of human 
food. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: When we adopted this well-known drafting the 
view of (loverniiUMit was that tln*re might la* articles which are v<»ry 
occasionally usad in the c onipisition ami preparation of fiKal, whicli should 
not come under this <lefinition. It is a nMogniwvl definition wliieh is 
already ummI in tin* KoimI Adulterution Act, and, mi the whole, it is 
advisable to retain the word, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Raja Sahib, do you press your amendment ^ 

Rtja RESHEE CASE LAW: I l>eg leave of the (\mncil to withdraw 
my amendment. 

Ihe motion was then, by leave of the ('ouncil, withdrawn. 

Rai FANINDRALAL DE BMlidlir: I m^ve that at the end of 

clause 3<.i-5), the following l)e addi^l, namely, — “ stm*!, iixm or other 
metal.” 

In the sulM'Iaiise 3S, tlie ilefinition of a masonry buihling excludes 
huts and includes any structure, a sulwtaiitial jHirtioii of which is made 
of masonry, ste*d, iron and other metal. To Ik* consistent, ihendore, 
the words “ stwl, inw or othiT metal ” shmild lie mldml after the won! 
“ masonry ” in the definition of huts. Evidently it is not intended to 
tieat, for examjde, an albmeta! house as a hut and so I move this 
amendment. ^ 

Tim Hmi’ble Shr SURENORA NATH SANERdEA: I beg to my that, 
mi behalf of Government, I accept this amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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[At this slHffe Mr. Deputy- President took the Chair.] 

The following item standing in the name of Mr. I>. J. Cohen being 
coiiHtMiuential to amendment of Ilai Fauindralal De Bahadur was not 
jnit as it was held to be covered by the decision arrived at by the 
Council : — 

That at the end of clause f3(J'5) the following be added, namely, — 
* steel, iron or other metal whatsoever.’* 

The following motion standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ha(| was, by leave of the ('ouneil, withdrawn : — 

That in clauM* (/>), line 3, for the word * one-half ’ the word 

‘ two-thirds ’ be sulwtituted.” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: 1 move that in the Expla- 
nation to clause 3(4/i) — 

(/) in line 1, for the word “ whether” the word ” when ” be 
substituted, and 

(m^) in lines 3 and 4 the words ” or at different times ” W omitted. 

This Explanation as it stands includes within tKe definition of a 
** new building ” any structure which has b(*en rebuilt several times 
after having Ihhui eith<»r deimdished. or having colla|>se<l, or having 
lieen burnt down. Sir, it would 1 h* very wrong to regard a building 
as entirely new, ixirtions of which have collai>s(Hl or Ihmmi burnt down 
or demolished at different times. SupjKkse a jx>rtion of; a jrarticular 
building is demolished this year. Five years hence another f>ortion 
is burnt down. Ten ytsirs afterwards he entire ixirtion is demolished. 
Should those jHirtions, which have Ixhmi rebuilt, make a new building? 

I think this woubi frustrate the intention of the legislature. I, 
therefore, ask you to make it quite clear that unless at least one-half 
of the cubical content of a building is demolished or has collapsed, err is 
burnt down at the same time, it should not lx* regarded as a new build- 
ing when it is nduilit. 

Rii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I rise to op(>ose the amend- 
ment of my friend. Dr. Banerjea. He is perhaps not familiar with cases 
where attempts have been made to build pnM'tically a new building by 
demolishing a wall this year and another wall next year and then bj| 
coming forward after another fivq years with a second application 
before the ralciilta t^oriMiration f<»r the construction of another room. In 
‘Burral>a*ar jiarticularly the idea the Corporation is to do away with 
the existing overcrowding and to secure the building of new sanitary 
dw'elling houses. But the (KTiipiers and owners of most of theaa 
houses — ct>stly as the houses are — have been trying to frustrate the 
object of the (%)rix>mtion by putting in appUcattons in the way I have 
described. The result is that building operation is commenced thk 
year^ but lor five years nothing in done to that buildings and wJdlf 



||fifrrybody i» gupponed to have forgtitten what took plai^ five year« 
l^o^er applk^atiun come« in! I am perfectly certain that my friend, 
Dr. Banerjca. with whose views I am quite familiar, will not siipjant any 
attempts like that. If we have t<i defeat the people who dishoiiettUy 
try to frustrate the ohjei't of the rorp<mition to inqirove the iiurialHuiar 
section of the town in this way. I am sure my friend will l»e the laat 
person to lend any countenance »)r support to such a projiosa!. 

BilNI 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIKs I am sure my friend, 
Baiierjca, not laon^r in touc h with the w.»rkin*r of the l.uildinjr n‘frula. 
tions of the (’orfHiration, has moved this umeiidinent : otherwise he would 
not have done so, as the uc'ceptunc'e of my friend’s motion w’ill lend to the 
perpetuation of the nmst undesirahle practice which we have been trying 
in the (’orjioration for years to put a stop to. This is a defiiiiliiui wliicdi 
has an imimHant Warinjr on the Imildinjr rejrulaticms, and my friend 
w'ill also rememher that this is an explumitic»n which was in the old Act. 
It has worked very well and the whole matter has heeii very (hoiou|fhly, 
considered in five ciuiiinittees, in (he ('or|s>nitioii itself and then in (he 
Select (’oniniitteo. All that the .Select (’ommitlec* has done is that they 
have added the words “froiii the ground upwards.” It seems (juite 
enoui^di and no further alteraticm can W permitted. The amendment, if 
accepted, will practically jjive a ir‘»od deal of (cower to llmse who want 
to take an unfair advaiitajfe and will set at miujjht a very considenilila 
jsertion of the huildinii's rcKwlwtions. I therefore op|H»se (his amend- 
ment. 

The Hoii'Me 8tr 8URENDRA MATH BANERdEAs 1 assiM mte my- 
self with the remarks of my friend to my left. If this amemiment were 
acc*cptc*d, the effec t would ls‘ to ojceii the flcHMl-^ates to all sorts of 
iiiulpructices which it should he (he du(y of (he ( ’orporatioii and also o1( 
this (\)un<‘il, so far as i( is possihle. (o frus(ra(e. Then, the fact is that 
this is the exislin^^r law and it has worked well and (here has Iweii mi 
complaint. We have simply reprcMluced the provisions of the exist ing 
law in the Bill. I am sure, therefore, that after the e.xplafialic)M that 
we have jriven, my friend will see his way to withdraw the amemlmeiit. 

The nirdiou was then put and lost. 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAWS I move. (hat in clause line 3, 

alter the word “rent” in the two places where it cH*cur«, the words “or 
damages” be inserted. 

The object is to include within the definition an esrupier of premises 
when he is occupyinff the premises not as a tenant hut ns a iresfwsser^ 
Certainly in such cases the claims of the OirjMinition against the oc<;upier 
idkould he enforced against the actual man in possession. 

TRi Han'Ma 8lr 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEAs On hehaU of 
Bffvertmient 1 accept the amendment, but as the matter retpiires lookiitg 
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into from a drafting point of view, I hope, Sir, you will allow the quee- 
tion U> stand over, 

Mr» DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The matter is kept in abeyance for 
the present. 

The further consideration of this motion was postponed. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I move that in clause ^(45), line 5, after the words 
“is used” the following be inserted, namely: — 

“and also any person in actual possession or in beneficial occupation 
of such land or building.” 

I beg also to move that in clause 3(^*5), line 7, the words “and also q 
rent-free tenant” be omitted. 

The object of the amendment is to remove an obvious omission in the 
definition of the tenn “wcupier.” It is very difficult to define ‘Vrupier” 
in legal terms and it is not surprising that in K'ngland there is no statu- 
tory definition of the word as used in connection with the law of rating 
though there have been many decisions to explain the meaning of the 
term. I need not here dilate At length on the legal aspect of the matter, 
Suffi(!e it to say that occ’upution may be in a person who neither pays rent 
nor is liable to p^iy rent, e.g., a person who without any title, takes actual 
possession of a house, whether by leave of the ow'ner or against his will, 
is the occupier of it. Take another case — .suppose A. in virtue of a 
statute or license from the Crown, erects a structu|^ on B’s land without 
any permission from B ; A would not be an occupier as the law now stands. 
This is an anomaly which T seek to remove. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President i*eturned to the Chaml»er 
and took the Chair.] 

So there must be actual posse.ssion though not necessarily legal 
possession. 

There is something more than this. The fact that A, the alleged 
occupier, is not physically ujwn the property (either in person or by work 
done upon the property is not the only test. It may he that A chooses 
to keep nol>ody on the land — that he w^ants to keep it vacant and un- 
occupied for his ow'n beneficial enjoyment. He should be rated as 
occupier. Thus my object is to provide that the terra “occupier” shoulA 
include (/) a person in actual physical possession of the land, etc., and 
(2) a person enjoying a benefit out of the land. 

T may say, in passing, that my amendment is wider than the one just 
moved by Raja Reshee Case Taw. Where A wrongly occupies B's land» 
then, under my definition, A is an occupier though he may have iiq 
liability to pay rent; it may be that he has to pay damages. Jfy 
amendment, therefore, is wider than the amendment of Raja Reshee Case 
Iaw and it also covers the other cases where A, in virtue of a statute or 
lioease from the Crown, goes upon B*8 land and without hk 
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a structure u|mu that land. 1 submit, therefore, that A iu this 
^we should be rated as an occupier. 

Mr. D. J. COHEM. 1 l>eg to move that at the end of clause >1(^5), the 
following be added, iianielv, — 

*‘but does not include a caretaker or any senrant in charge of the 
premises*’ 

It was never intended that these people should l)e treated as occu- 
piers, and my only intention is to make this [Miint clear. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: 1 oppose the amendment moved by Mr. Bose; 
if this is accepted, the definition will l>e t(K) wide and might include a ser- 
vant in charge of the premises. 

Mr.S. W.COODE: It is iinderstmid that the real ohjef'l of Mr. Bose’s 
amendment is to render the public utility companies liable to the pay- 
ment of rates if the Corporation sul)K«Mpiently desire to tax them. (lov. 
ernment at this stage do not wish to express any opinion on the fairness 
or expediency of a.ssessing these eompaniei^ to rales, hut tliey do think 
that it is unw'ise to attempt to provide for such taxation by a side issue 
like this. It was understood at a recent Conference which was held 
between certain inemlierH of (he (Corporation, the iSelect (Nuuniittee and 
the representative.H of the companies, that no hurried action would Iw 
taken in connection with the assessment to rates of these utility com- 
panies. It was suggestcMl that if (lovemmenl and the CorjK)rution 
subsequently decided to take steps to bring these companies within the 
Act, it might U* desirahle to have a wqmnite Bill for the pur|S)He, and 
Government feel that it would hardly fie playing the game or fair U» these 
companies, if we attempted hy this clause suddenly to render them liable 
without giving them any real opportunity for stating their objections 
to this proposal; and therefore, on (his ground, we f»H»l (hat we are 
unable to accept the proposal of Mr. Bose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is with regard ice Mr. Bose’s amendment. 
With regard to Mr. Cohen’s amendment, what position do you take upf 

Mr. S. W. CODOE: As regards Mr. Cohen’s amendment it is a well- 
^re<»gni«al principle of occu[Mincy that if a house is left swept and gar- 
niahed and ready for iK^cupation, it is ordinarily liable to rates. It is only 
whan it has been definitely closed and the owner has gone away and served 
a notice of vacancy, that he is entifleil in remission. The (Viqsiratioti 
htTf certain definite rulea which are intended to aasist the Asseosment 
Department in deciding what constitutes vacancy. From that fsiint 
of view, wa think, it would be unwise to attempt to limit the discretion 
of the Corporation in this way, since cases may arise in which the occupa- 
tMm of a house by a caretaker, who keeps the house ready for immediala 
pocnpatiiMs, by his master, should constitute occupation under this Act. 
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Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs I must say tliat I have a|ri«at 
mind to support Mr. Bose’s amendment for the simple reason that it 
hrin^H, or is ex|)erted to brings, more revenue to the Corix>ration legiti- 
mately. We have under the present law, as it appears, the right to 
nsHc^H for the oceupaiioti of our lands, roads and all that. Under an erro- 
neous iinpression that was never done, but we must do this, we cannot 
forego it, and this definition will help us in that purpose by putting the 
Winds particularly “ in lM‘neficial occupation of such land or building.** 
I Icnow that with some of these utility companies we have a sort of agree- 
ment or contract, but that is a different matter. At the Conference it 
was understood that we would take stejis by moving the Government of 
India, if necessary, fora supplementary Act for this ])ur|)Ose, and there- 
fore, I have some hesitation in thinking whether we should put it like 
this in this new Act, or whether we should go to the Government of Li(||a 
on this (juesti<ni, I supiK)se the Ilon’ble the Minister might have given 
some assuranci* to that effect, but that a matter like this should lie 
included, cannot lie questioned, and to that extent Mr. Bose's amend- 
ment is jierfectly proper and ju.Htifiable. 

With regard to Mr. Coh^fn’s amendment, like every other little 
amendment of Mr. (/ohen, it always looks ver\ innocent at first, but has 
got to be looked at very carefully, but this caretaker, I am afraid, might 
tak(* t(M> much care of the projHuty and m* care for the (\>r]>oration 
rates. 1 think in such cases the man who claims to lie the care- 
taker, might |M)ssibly be a [H*rson who has been employed to maintain a 
forcible possession. You are |viying him IN. 100 a month jKohaps to 
keep possession for you as against your antagonist, or you pay perhaps 
to have a man lurking about ; in that case he is no caretaker at all. I 
do not know what my friend's idea is of the ( ommissioners not being able 
to exendse their discretion to find out whether this house ought to lie rated 
us a vacant house or not. This has lieiui our practice and we have never 
had any difficulty in our w'ork, Everyliody knows very well who is the 
careiiiker or not; we know \\hether a building is vacant or npt. There- 
fore, 1 do mit think my sriend, with his vast experience of muuicipal 
matters should press this question, and I hope he will withdraw it. 

Th« Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs I want to say 
just a few words on behalf of Government. There was a sort of under- 
standing ladwinm thtNS 4 * utility conqmiiies — 1 w;is not piTstuit, at that 
time, I was ill — that this matter would Im» gone into afterwards and, 
if necessary, a Bill would l>e introduced and the Government of India 
addit'Hsed. I think there was that understanding, and that ln»ing so, 
it tM»ems to me that it would scan^ely he* fair to support the amendment 
of my friend. My friend himself admits the justice of the remarks 
which 1 now make in this connection. It is not right that you should 
spring a surprise upon these utility com|mnies in this matter, ns con- 
templated by the provisions of this amendment, and thereh:)re, 1 ho^ 
pay friend will not insist on this part of the amendment/ 
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A« reganls the otlier part to which reference has been made by 
Hf, Goode and the acting Chairman, I am afraid I must ask my friend 
in reconsider the situation bec'uuse a caretaker may be a different person 
from what we ordinarily expect a caretaker to be, and I think he ought 
to l>e included in the category. That Wing ko, I hoive my friend will 
see his way to withdraw the amendment of which he has given iioti('e. 

Mr. 0. J. COHEN: T beg leave to withdraw the amendment stand- 
ing in my name. 

The motion was then, by Iea\e of the Council, withdrawn. 

Blbtl 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I wish to make my point clear, 
By what I said I did not mean that if I have the power and if I am ho 
advised under the present Act, I am not going to assess thesi* utility com. 
panies. I hope that point is clear. 

The first amendment standing in the name of Mr. S. M. Hose was 
then put and lost. 

The next amendment Wing i onseiiuential was not put ns it wuh hebl 
(o W <*overed hy the decision arrived at hy the (Vuncil. 

BaIhi JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move that the proviso to clause 
1 h* omitted. The amendment is that the proviso to this claiiHO 
should he omitted. The clause runs 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: One minute, .lotin Buhu ; this has Wen jKwt* 
poned; it will come later, we are not taking it up this evening. 

Shah Syed Knnladul Haij being ale^nt, the following amend 
inent standing in his name was deemed to W withdrawn: — 

“ That in clause lines 4, 5 and (I, the words ‘ and inchideK any 

jHissage securing access to two or mon» i»n*niim‘s, whether 
iH^ionging to the same or different owners,’ Ik* omitU*d.” 

Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move J hat in clause 3 ( 60 ) ^ for 
the words Wginuing with “two or more premises” in line 5, up to the 
end, the following W substituted, namely: — 

“four or more premises Wlunging to the same or different ownets, 
but does not include a |>asiiage provided in effect :ng a 
tion of any masonry building amongst joinl-4»wnerM where 
ftuch passage is not less than eight feel wide.” 

This ameudraent refers to the definition of a private street. A 
“private atreet” has been defined to W a street, road, lane, gully, alley, 
paaaage or sejuare which is not a “ public street,*’ and it iiudtides any 
passage securing access to two or more premises, whether Wlonging 
to the same or different owners, Imt does not include a passage provided 
in effecimg a partition of any masonry building amongst joint owners 
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where such paAsa^e is of not less width than the Corporation may prea^ 
fTii>e in this behalf. In place of that what I desire to provide is that 
unless a passage leads to four or more premises, it should not be claase^J 
as a private street ; and I want also to exclude passages which have been 
left oiien in eHwting partitions of maaonry buildings. In effecting 
partitions, sometimes there are three or four divisions. Under the ordi- 
nary building regulations of the Corporation of Calcutta, if you vrant 
to erect buildings by the side of an existing building, you have to leave 
four feet open space and the neighbouring owner has also to leave four 
feet open space ; that makes the space between the two houses eight feet. 
Therefore, in ordinary partitions ifa space of eight feet wide is left open, 

• that would, I think, meet any reasonable objection that may arise about 
the passage. If in a passage there are three houses, that fact would, 
under the definition as provided in the Bill, include it in the category 
of a private street. It often happens that in partitions that took place 
many many years ago, there were 3 or 4 houses in a passage. These 
houses would then, under the definition as given in the Bill, come under 
the regulation of the Act. That would lie a great hardship. I there- 
fore propose that, having regard to the system prevailing in this coun- 
try and the necessity for dividing houses, the definition should Im such 
as not to create any hardship on persons who have to divide their dwell- 
ing houses. 

Raja REtHEE CASE LAWS I move that in clause 3 ( 50 ), lines 11 to 
13, the wokIh “ where such imssage is of not less width than th(‘ (.’(U’jsua- 
iion may prescribe in this behalf,^’ be omitted. 

My obje<‘t is to safeguard the ('oiiinion-law rights of the joint -()wners 
of a profTerty in having a free hand in the matter of partition amongst 
themselves. Very frequently, such partitions are done by experienced 
engineeirs or exjierts appointed by courts ujvon which decrees are passed, 
and it would l>e unjust to fetter the hand of the parties or experts in this 
reH|>ect which may fre<jueutly oiMuate as u great hanlship ujam the ]nirties. 
Besides there are at present partition passages of various widths, and 
certainly it would l>e now most ine<]uituhle and unjust to curb the privi- 
leg«vH of iKii'titiimed pixqauty owiiei'S by a new definition. Tiider the 
Act now in force such a passage was aot included within the definition 
of a “private street.** 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADOY l I beg to support amendment No. 
standing in the name of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu in lieu of the amend- 
ment*af which I have already given notice; but I am sorry to say I am 
opposed to amendment No. (ifp moved by Baja Reshee Case-Law. Under 
the definition of a private stieel w'e find, that it includes a passage between 
two pieniises ladonging to the same owner. A passage l)etween two 
preinis(*s if lielonging to the same owner, is to be 40 feet w'ide as will 
appear from clause 315. Under that clause it will ap)>ear that a private 
atieei has at least to lie 30 feet wide, whereas a public street baa to W 
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]e«g than 40 feet as stated in clause 309. Under this clause the mini- 
jj^in width of a public street is to be 40'feet, but the Corporation may re» 
duoe it to 30 feet under special circumstances: so it ap|>ears that the mini- 
mum width of a private street is 30 feet, and there are circ'umstunces under 
which the Corporation may reduce it to 20 feet. Assuming? for argu- 
ment’s sake that the width of the private street i.s 20 feet» T l)eg to ask 
whether it is iie<*essary in the case of u passage between (wo pretnises W- 
longing to the same owner. Balm Jotindra Nath Basu ap|>ears to l>e more 
reasonable. He says if there l»e a passage leading to four ()ieniit4es, let 
that passage l>e regarded as a private street, that is to say^ let that passage 
be 20 to 40 feet. But in the <‘nse of a passage la^twetui two premises 
belonging to the same ownei, it will lie a great hardship if the width 
of the passage Ik* 30 feet. 

Than, as regards partition passages, Haja Beshee Case laiw has 
suggested that there should he no passage; it may he excluded from the 
definition of a private stnK^t, hut for the \entilution of these separate 
buildings, then* .should In* a jwssage. Then I beg to submit that the Cor- 
poration itself has suggested, as will appear from the stateinont of 
opinions of the C(»rporatinu of ('alcutta, page 7, that the follow irig words 
**buf does not include a passage provided in effecting a partition of any 
masonry building amongst joint-owners provided that sm h passage he 
not less than 9 feet in w^idth” 1 m» suhstituted for the lust four lines com- 
mencing from “hut does not im lude a pathway, eU’.” 

So it will he setvn that the CoriM»ration has expresscul tin* itpiiiion 
that the w’idth of a fiaswige t)etw'een partition buildings need not l)e more 
than 9 feet. Babu Jatindra Nath Basu has suggested that it may In* 
8 feet. That is a sugge.stion of several public. Isidies whose opinion 
was asked for. The (|Uc.stion is what ought to Ih» the w idth of such pass- 
age; puhlfc Indies have expressed the opinion that it should Iw 8 feet, 
the Coroporation says that it should be 9 feet; that the opinion of the 
Surveyor himself and that opinion has i>een accepted by the Building 
Sub-Committee and confirmed by the Corp<»rHtioii. Theref<»re, instead 
of leaving it to the sweet will of the Corporation, we would Ik* justified 
in accepting the concrete suggestion, the most practital and reasonable 
suggestion of the Corporation itself. I therefore withdraw my umetid- 
in favour of the amendment moved by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Birikll iURENDRA MATH MALLIKs So fur as the question of my 
iriend Babu Jatindra Nath lUsu is concerned, when he pr<i|H>se 4 that 
**4 or more'* in place of ’*2 or more,” I would ask him to reconsider the 
position whether in view of the fact that these htiuses are purttiione4 
and repartitioned over and over again, and four limises migjit in the 
course of 20 years make themselves Hi houses situatefl in a narrow 
pathway claiming to be a private street, but for all practical puqioses 
weed as a public street, we should start with '*two or more.” I wouJ4 
ask Kim to consider that. 1 had the honour of discussing this with him; 
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he thinkn twd would lie loo small, I think four would be too* large; the 
result will lie that on Ixith sides of this narrow lane you perpetuate a 
large niiinlier of houses without any means of ventilation and things of 
that kind. That is what we are trying to avoid and I do not think you 
should HO Hhapo the law that these thingH should ho allowed to continue. 
That is the point of view from w'hiidi I would ask iny friend to consider 
the subject. 

The next fioint is as regards the width of 8 feet. Nine feet has lieen 
suggested by the (’orp<nation. So far as I am concerned that is what 
it ought to be, and I a<‘cept liabu Ainulya Dhone Addy’s amendment 
regarding that. 

Mft PRESIDENT: lint he has asked leave to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: Then T have got to fall back 
upon Habii Jatindni Nath Hasirs aniemlinent and I am sorry to do so. 
1 think It) feet would have been far better, but as lJubu Amiilya Dhone 
Addy has withdrawn his suggestion of 9 feet, I have to arcept 8 feet, 
but I would ask Habu .lutindra Nath Hasu to consider his idea that it 
should be four or more premises inside a narrow lane whi( h may bo 
multiplied into lb premises in the course of ‘JD years. Having regard 
to that, 1 think my friend should w’ithdraw' his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Habu Surendra Nath Mallik, I have not quite 
followed your speiM-h. Amendment o|) has got to be put as it standsv 
It cannot be ac<‘epted pie<emeal. So fur as 1 understand you Have 
ftccopted part of it and rejected part of it. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Yes, that is so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I sbull be obliged if you will accept tht^ amend- 
ment as it stands. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Yes. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: On the whole Oovernment think that the pro- 
posals made to whittle down the provisions of the clause are inadmi'isible. 
The old law provided no ctmtrol over jMCHsages made by the owner in 
developing bis property, A landowner, who had a large plot of land« 
was able to construct s«*vend bournes and to give them numt inadequate 
access by a common jmssnge. These hou.ses, it was thought, ought to 
lie given some of the advantages which houses abutting on a public street 
enjoy, and we thereft»re profaisetl, in this sei'tion, to rei'ognise the 
passage, which is constructed in order to give access to these buildings, 
Its a private street in regartl to which the Torporation have certain powers; 
they can regulate the width, they can insist on their being fiaved, lighted, 
dminetl, etc. We (Ken thought that in certain instances pnivisions of 
this kind might be rather tmi drastic and the idea in this clause is to 
deal a little more leniently with these common passages by providing 



E .r CAI/JPTf A imNIOim, BIU. m 

if iht owner of the building conforms to the propoeale which the 
Q^ration may make a« regartbi the width of this pa»«ige, then that 
peesage will not be deeme<l to be a private street and it Khali not be 
Bable to the rigorous proviKions which n^gulute private 8tr«H*lii. I put 
it to the HoUKe that it is a very reaKonable attitude to take up in relation 
to thiH matter. The Sele< t Committee was right in thinking that we may 
very safely give the discretion to the tWpomtitm as constitutes! undei' 
this Bill. It may have l>eeu that under the old law the Corporation wa» 
such that the ratepayers s»f (ahulta might have feureil to throw them- 
selves entirely on its meny, !»ut ahei*e it is a matter of relaxing the 
rules I think we can he pretty sure that the new (^or{>orutioii under thin 
Bill will probably <leal nnich more leniently with the rutejmyers tsf 
(^ilcutiu than the ohl ('orporatiioi slid. In the s irs umstaiis s's 1 tliiiik it is 
better ts> give the Cs>rporatis»n sli.ss retism since it is nsthei sliflis iih ts» lay 
dsiwi? any definite wisitli whis h will meet the sase. Crstm tlust ixiiiit s»f 
view J think the lioiise shsmld iejs*ct the umeiislment. 

Mr. 0. C. CHOSE: I ssipjMsit the umemlmetst inssvesl hv Ihihsi .latinslra 
Nath Basu. I certainly think that there smght ts> he a staintorv sletinitism 
of th(‘ width of imrtition iKss.sages. Insts*asl s»f IsNsving this nialtsM fs) the 
discretissn, ssr, shall I say. saprice s»f the new Corpsnatism, we ssnght ts> 
pmvisle here in this Bill what the width ssf fmrtition passages shssuld be. 

I certainly think that a whllh of H feel is spiite ample. 1 Iheicfsiro 
support the ainendnient . 

The nssstinn standing in the name of Bnbn Jatindns Nath Busu was 
then put alls) agreesl ts». 

The fsdlowing amendments were then, by leave of the (’suinsdl, 
withdrawn : — 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: That in cluuw* lins»H ]1 lo 

BJ, the words “ where sush [mssage is s»f ns»l less wisith than the 
Cssr^Msration may pres<'iil>e in this behalf." be smiilted. 

Babu AMULYA OHONE AOOYs lliat in slausc lines 

12 and 13, for the W(»rsls ** width than the (^oifKmitissn may prescribe 
in this behalf" the words “ than nine feel in width” !w» sulsHtiluteil. 

SHAH SYED EMOAOUL HAQ: That stilw laiisf* of sdause 3 
be omitted. 

Mr. S. W. GOODS: With ymir {lermission. Sir, 1 wmild imk to move 
the follsiwing amendment which really arises (»ut (*f the ipiestion raised 
in amendments N<is. iiii to 05. My motion is this;-- 

“That in danse line H. the words Hinless the cfintrary is show n’ 

be tmiisfeiTwl and inserted after the wort! ‘shalP in line 13.” 

The sfsdion at present nins thus: — 

A imMti- street shall hv deemed to include, unless the contrnry is shown, alt 
Ma up Ui tl»e outer wtiII »f a premtsea, or if a street fdignment has mm*n fiiied, 
mm ttp to iaoh alignmcoit. 
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It ia understood that the opinion has been given tUii tbe words 
“unless the contrary is shown'' do not qualify the last sentence of that 
sub-clause and the result produces certain legal absurdities and I would 
ask your permission, Sir, to make assurance doubly sure, although, I 
jwrsonally think the present drafting is really clear enough. With your 
pennission I make it stronger by inserting the words “unless the 
contrary is shown" after the word “shall." In that case it would 
clearly cover all the words that follow. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Babu AMULYA DHONB ADDY: I move that in clause 3, sub- 
clasc lines 12 to 17, the whole paragraph loginning with the 

words “and, where there is no drain" down to the words “up to such 
alignment," be omitte<l. 

It would apf)€ar from the definition of a public street that it means 
“any street, passage, etc.," and, where there is no drain attached to any 
8U<’h street, shall be deemed to include, unless the (contrary is shown, all 
lands up to the outer wall of the premises abutting on the street and, if 
on any uligninent, then up to such alignment. So it appears if there is % 
vacant plot of land in front of <»ne house abutting on a public street, that 
land is to be regarded as a [mrt and parcel of a public street. It may be 
iuid that it is nothing but a pre.sumption, but why should we presume 
(hat it is a part and paicel of u public street and why should the owner 
called u{H)n to prove that that strip of land belongs to him, while it is 
4 settled fact that it is not a part and parcel of that street itself. Then, 
Sir, suggestions have 1 mm*u made by every public l)ody of t'alcutta to omit 
this part of the definitiioi. Let us see what the opinions of our Hengul 
Mahajun Sabha are. They have stated that it should be omittetl as it 
is a direct encroachment on private rights of citijsens. The public 
cannot be given any right over a private property. It is also the opinion 
of the British Indian Association, also of the Marwari Assm iation. This 
association stated that it w'oiild be an encroachment on private lands. 
As regards the latter part, “that if a street alignment is fixed it will 
include all lands up to suTh alignment,’* it is ifut to the interest of tha 
Corporation that that part should l>e included in the definition of a 
public street. Suppose that the width of an existing street is 8 feet 
and the width of alignment is 4(1 feet, and then if this portion of the 
definition is not omitted, then the owner of the adjoining land will ba 
entitled to erec t masonry buildings up to a height of 40 feet abutting 
on a street of w idth of H feet only ! Sir, is it desirable that such building 
should be allowed ? So it appears that it is not in the interest of privmU 
owners to have the first part of the amendment retained in the definition 
of public street and it is not in the interest of the Corporation to have 
the last part of the definition of a public street. Sir, 1 beg to submit 
that a public street should l)e a street whic'h has been constructed by the 
Corporation or which has been vested in the Corporation. It should luil 
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^^preaumed ta include a strip of private land abutting on the public 
l^veet because the Corporation has excavated a drain alongside his 
httiJding. I beg to submit that there is no such definition in the nomba^it 
^Ittnicipal Act, nor do I find it in the Madras MuniciptAl Act. It may 
be said it is in the existing ('ulcutta Muiiici{>al Act. That is a defe<*t 
and we have been tilled upon to remedy it in the existing Act. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: In opposing this amendmenf 1 would like to 
point out to Mr. Addy, what he probably knows, that there has lieeii 
always a considerable difficulty in defining by stuiute the Unindaries ot 
a public street. A great many different Acts have attempted to do thiH 
in different ways. You reijuire u definitiun whicli a il) ordinarily place 
the burden of proof on u pri\ute proprietor uhose land is adjacent to 
the thoroughfare, when he attempts t(» em roach U|Mm what may appear 
to l>e no mairs land ’* or (laims it us his own. I'pon the piinciple 
of lieueficiul interpretation, you ordinarily give the Inmefit of doubt in 
a matter of this kind to the local authority. You want in the statute 
to give a public body power to say to an owner that this land, abich 
stretches up to his front wall or to bis iKiundary wall is land which should 
ordiuurily l>e pre.sumed to form u (airtiiui ol the publit* street. ItuA 
Ilubu Aniulyu Dhone Addy lorgets the force of the words “ unless the 
contrary is shown.” That (pialifies the whole i lause and it is u simple 
mutter for a private proprietor who is in bo/oi /it/r (N-cupation of ( ertuin 
land to show that that luml is not part of a puhlic street and in that case 
this presumption falls to the ground. It is suggested that the clause as 
it now stands may have the unfortunate result that an owner wlio wishes 
to (instruct a huilding at the side ot u street alignment may claim to 
have the street angle regulated by the width of (lie him! between birf 
front wall and the fur side of the street alignment. ] feel sure that his 
iiilerpretution of the law is entirely wrong. He is relying to some e.xlenl 
on rules whi<*li exist in the prewnt huilding srhedule which, read witi* 
the present clause of the Act, has lieen interjireted by the Apiieuis ('oin- 
miltee of the (’orjxiration to produce this anomalous position, to whirl 
he has referred. Hut our huilding rules in the new^ Hill have Imooi 
changed and that result will no longer arise. Moreover, I am very 
doubtful whether if the wurds “unless the conljurv is shown ” uie (aketi 
to govern the wh(de (dause, that interpretation at all arises even under the 
present Act and Rules. Hut in any case it does seem to us most essential 
to have some definition of this kind which gives, as I have said, (ho 
benefit of doubt to the (’orporation in determining the iKiiindary of a 
public street. After this explanation, I hofs* iiiy friend Huhu Ainulya 
Bhone Addy will withdraw his amendment. 

Bibll SURENORA NATH MALLIK: I was just K^NH'ulating how ii 
was that Babu Amulya Dhone Addy w'ith all his ex|>erietice in buildii|g 
regulations for the last 26 years, and my esteemed friend the Shah Sahib 
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with no experience at all, have both tumbled down into the aame miatak^ 
That re(iuire8 Home explanation. I am almost inclined to think, an 
Balm Amulya Dhone Addy would ver>’ well understand, that some peopl 
think that certain defects oujfht to be remedied to make it eonvenieti 
to a certain section of the community for building houseH. But my friend 
Balm Amulya Dhone Addy, will very well find out IiIh miNtake after th 
explanation ffiven by Mr. (foode re^fu^din^f the force of the words “ unles 
the contrary is shown.” We are proceeding under a wrong ansumptioj 
if we Uiink that another line has to be drawn between that line and th^ 
* end of the road. The unfortunate position might arise that on a roai 
which is actually lb feel wi<le, where ordinarily a t wo-storeyenl hous 
can barely l>e built, a house may Ih‘ built with a height which shouh 
ordinarily corresiKind with an Stbfoot street, thus btvoming a source o 
misery and annoyance to the iHMijde of the IcK'ality. My friend knowj 
this isisition fully well ns he has Wn sitting in the Building ('ommitte^ 
for the lust Hi yi^trs, if I mistake not. We are trying to obviate thif 
diffi<-ulty in this Bill and 1 hofs* my friend will Is* jdeastMl to withdraw 
his amendment. 

Bsbu dATINDRA MATH BASUS I move that in the last two lines of 
clause d ('W) the words “4»r, if a street alignment has been fixed, then up 
to Mu'eli aligninenl ” he omitted. 

The street uligninent is an imaginary line which the Corporation la>s 
down in some streets. For instance, if the Corporation has an idea ot 
widening (Miowringhee Hoad they would lay down a lim\ say, a lim 
lUTording to which the fnmt block of the Grand ll(»tel is to be denndished. 
What would happen is this: If u new buibliiig is ere<'ted on that roaii 
it has to be set back to the aligned line. If an existing building is 
demolisheil then no re-erection cun lie made within the alignment line. 
If the words I propose to omit are im luded in the clause they woulc 
mean not that only the existing street but such jiart of private proj)ert\ 
as falls within the alignment laid down will form a public street. For 
inatanee, as I have just |>ointed out, if the front block of (he Grand Hotel 
is within the alignment tiien that front bbs k will form part of (linw- 
ringhee Hoad. In til her words, you are taking away private ownership. 
Tender i luuse ‘^*97 of the Bill all public streets are vested in the ('orporn* 
tion. By the insertion of these words you deprive private owners of 
their pixii^rty when the alignment line pasjM»s through a portion of the 
property. And us everything vests in the Corporatijm, the owner gets 
no eomi>en8uti(in for his land and bnildiiigfi within the alignment line 
when a set Iwck is made to that line. 

Mr. •• W. QOOOE: It is a similar amendment to the one to which 
1 have just inferred. Buhu datindni Nath Basu overhmks the fact that 
th# word* ** unless the <'ontrar>* is shown ” qualify the whole clause. 
That being so. Mr. Steidien of tbo Grand Hotel would have no diffieully 
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pt Allowing that tho Cor^ioratioii could not claim tbo land on whicb ili6 
£r(Mit portion of hia hotel ataud:^, under thin clauao. 

The amendment standing in the name of Halm Amulya Dhone Addy 
waa then put ajid a division taken with the following result ; — 


MMy, taktt Amulya OMna. 

A l imt a , Miifitlil 4arar. 

Alay, Mr. t. MahbMb. 

AN| MuntM Ayub. 

•auarita, Or. AramathaiMtli. 

■atUf tabu ^atlndra Natb. 

Cbautfburi, tabu Kttbarl Maban. 
Cliaudburt, Kban tabadur Maulvi Nattar 
Rabman. 

Cbaudburi, Ral HartiKtranatb. 

Oat, tabu Sblthmadfir. 

Of, Ral tabadur Fanlndralal. 

Hat, tbab tyed Emdadul. 


AYES. 

1 Kartm, Maubri Paxial. 

Ui«, Raja Rttbat Oata. 

Makramali, Muiitbl. 

Mubbarjl, Frattfttr t. C. 
Mubbaaadbaya, tabu taral Cbaudra. 
Multleb, tabu Nirada tabary. 

Ray, tabu turandra Natb. 

Ray, Kumar tblb tbabbaratwar. 
Ritbl, tabu Ratib Cbaadra. 

Ray, tabu Jatandra Natb. 
tarkar, tabu Ritbindra Natb. 
•ubravardy, Or. R. 

•ubrawardy, Mr. Hutayn tbabaad. 


NOES. 


All, Mr. tyad Erfan. 

Aiam, Kban tabadur Kbwaja Mabamad. 
tanarita. tba Nan’Wt Sir turandra Natb. 
tanarjaa, Rai tabadur Abinatb Cbandra. 
tanllay, Or. C. A. 
tIrNy, Mr. L. 
tatf, Mr. i. M. 

Cbaudburl, tba Hen’bla tba Naatab talyld 
Nawab All, Kban tabadur. 

Coban, Mr. D. 4, 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oaarr, Major-Oanaral t. H. 

OaUtia, Mr. 4. A. 

OanaM, tba Hon'bla Mr. 

Oonovan, Mr. 4. T. 

Outt, Ral tabadur Or. Narldban. 

Emarton, Mr. T. 

Forroatar, Mr. 4. Campbatt. 

Qbota, Mr. 0. C. 

Cooda, Mr. t. W. 

Nomalt, Mr. W. W. 

Nuntlnaford, Mr. a T. 


Kban, Mauhri Md. Rabqua Uddin. 
Kban, Mr. Rataur Rabman. 

Unt, Mr. 4. 

Maiiih, tabu turandra Natb. 
Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mlttar, tba Non'bla Mr. F. C. 

! MukarRa, Mr. t. C. 
j Mukbar|aa, tabu NItya Oban. 

. Raboam, Mr. Abdur. 

I Rabim, tba Hon'bla tir Abd-urs 
Ray, Ral tabadur Upandra Lai. 
Roy, Mr. tllayproaad tlngb. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. 4. N. 

Ray, Raia ManlloN tlngb. 
tan, tabu Mani Ul. 
tkinnar, Mr. H. 1. 
ttuaii Wiliiamt, Mr. t. 0. 
tubrawardy. Or. Naatan. 

Vltifart, Mr. F. E. f. 


The Ayes being iiiid the \im*s (he iiiytion was Inst, 

The anieiiiliiient standing in tlu; name of Halm Jatindia Nuih Hasu 
wbn then put and lost. 

The Council wa.s (hen adjourned for 15 minuies. 

After the adjournment. 


Rsja RESHEE CASE LAW: I move (hut at (he end of clause 2 
the following lie added, namely: — 

** Provided that such re|>eul shall not, in (he absence of any sjMH'ific 
provision in this Act to the contrary, limit or otherwitw* aff« ( 
any right or privilege confcired or liahility incurred previou# 
to such repeal.^* 

The otnission of a claute like this is, I think, due fierhopd to to 
ovmtghi. It is but just and equitable that the existing righU 
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and privileges of the Corporation or their liabilities except in so 
far HH they have l>een expressly varied by this A(?t should remain intact. 
It is also but just and eciuitable that the existing and already accrueci 
rights, privileges and liabilities of any member of the public should 
reiriuiii inta<'t. The Act has, I confess, provided in a measure to continue 
all the rights and liabilities of the Corporation, but the same may nol 
have l>een exhaustive, and the intention of this amendment is to provide 
for such omissions. It d<M*8 not purport to expand or confer any new 
right on the public and the addition of the words “ in the. absence of any 
specific provision to the contrary ” sufficiently guards any apprehension 
on that score. 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: I would like to refer the Raja Sahib to section 8 
of the Oeneral (’lauses Act which states that when an enactment is 
repealed, it shall not thereby affect any right, privilege, obligation ot 
liability refjuired, agreed, etc., under the repealed Act, but in order to 
make the position still more clear, the Ilon’ble the Minister proposes, 
with your permission, at a later stage, to move an amendment safeguard- 
ing any contracts, liabilities made or incurred by the incorporates 
municipality. I hope that with this assurance the Raja Sahib will see 
his way to withdraw the amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: With y<mr permis.sion, I should like to move 
that the following addition 1 m* made after the words “ held and made ” 
in line (» of the proviso to suh-clause I (3} of clause 1, namely, — 

“ in the manner provideti in this Act and such election and apimint- 
merit shall Iw <leeme<l to have lM*en hehl and made,’' 
the point b<*ing that we wish to make sure that the first election which 
will be held under this Bill will be valid, as certain objw'tions aroee 
when the Act of 1 Stiff was brought into force. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

'I'he following amendtiients were then, by lea\e of the Council, 
withdrawn: — ' 

8ibu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK to move that in clause 2(2 ) — 
(U in line I , after the words ** Budget passed ” the words “ appoint- 
ment made ’’ be inserted, and 

in line 8, after the word “ passed the word “ made ’* be 
inserted. 

Mr. D. 4. COHEN to move that in clau.se 2 (i) — 

(i) in line 4 after the words “ sanction granted ” the words 
** contract or appointment made, tender accepted, or liability 
incurred *’ be inaeried, and 

(ti) in lines 9 and 14, before the words ** or issued the wonis 
** made, accepted, incurred,** be inserted* 
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I AMULYA OHONE AOOY: I niova that in clausa 2 (2), line 7» 
tli 0 words, “ and is not incousislent with ” ha omitted. It will appear 
ihai every sanction R-ranted under the Calcutta Municijail Act, 1899, 
shall , 80 far as it is in fort'C at the commencement of, and is not inconsist- 
ent with, this Act, be deemed to have lieen resjWM'tively sanctioned or 
granted under this Act. So it a|if>eui's that if a person gets sanction foi 
the erection of a building and if he is unable to complete the construction 
of that building liefore the expiry of the present Act and if that sanc- 
tioned plan does not conform to the Building lii'gulations of the new Act 
then that sanction unless these words are omitted, a ill Im» presumed not 
to have been granted: that is to say, he shall have to suhmit a plan 
again for sanction and comply with the Building Itegulations of the new 
Act which are more stringent than tlio-M* under the existing Act. It 
will l)e a source of hardship to the owner of a building who erects it in 
accordance with the plan sanctioned under the old Act, liecause if he is 
unable to complete his building before the expiry of the present Act, 
the sanction already grunted to him will he regarded us null and void. 
'I’hat is the opinion of seveni! public bodies, the Ibrngul National 
Chumlier of ('oniinene, the Bengal Mahajan Sabha, the British rndian 
AsscM'iation and the Murwari As.sociation. We are afiaid lest the sanc- 
tioned plan l)e regarded as null and void, especially when the Building 
Regulations under the proposed Act are going to be more siringent than 
those in the existing Act, 


Mft D« «!• COHEN* When I gave notice of this amendment I had 
in mind exactly what Babu Aniulyu Dhoiie Adily has spoken to-day, but 
1 now find, having regard to the rules that we have iiicori>orated in 
Schedule XVI, that all s;inctions under the present A»’t will remain in 
force for three years from the coiniiiencement of this new Act. I do not 
think it is nei’essary that thesf* words should Im* oiniited specially as 
Mr. (loode has assured me on l»ehalf of government that he is prepared 
to give an assurance to this (’ouncil that it will not affect satictions granted 
under the present Act. I therefore l»eg to withdraw the amendment. 

• 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The position as stated by Babu Arnulya Dhone 
Addy is, T think, roughly correct, and the f’orf>oration roubi, doubtless, 
but for certain words to which I will refer in a moment, under this clause, 
reverse, upset or revise orders that had bc*en passed under the old Act. 
But these words are common to all legislation by which an old Act is 
repealed and a new Act is enac ted. The General Clauses Act c'onUtns 
ibis clause, and exen the existing Municipal Act contains this very 
clause. The Bengal Municipal Act has also this clause, and therefore 
primA facie it would seem unnecessary to object on the ground that 
ificonvenient cunseqnences will follow* in respect of private rights. More- 
over, tbe Advocate-General, whom I have consulted, and the liegislative 
bepiuinieni have both assured us that inconvenient conscs)uenc*eii will 
iOtrtftmly follow a« regards the interpretaiion of this Act if theee words 
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are omitted, and an Mr. Cohen ban ju«t pointed out, there ie a apeeh 
proviHion in Schedule XVI of this Bill which prw'ides that any buil 
ing Hunction — and it in with these that Babu Amulya Dhone Addy 
mainly concerned — which is granted under the old Act, should l)e deeim 
to l>e in fon e for three years after this Act comes into force and that peri< 
might be extended by the Corporation if they so wish. I am sure Bal 
Amulya Dhone Addy, after reading that rule, will agree that there is i 
real ground for ujtprehension that building sanctions may be reveiw 
l)y the Corporation. I tiiay point out that in the Act of althoufj 

building rules were introduced of a much greater severity than tho 
formerly in force, and although a gmid many building sanctions wei 
obtaineil under the provisions of the previous Act, the (\)i p(»rution nev< 
tried to revise or ujHet the orders which they hud fortnerly passed, and 
think, therefore, that Babu Amulya Dhone Addy’s apprehension 
entirely groundless, and this clause should stand as it is in the Bill. 

The motion standing in the name of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy wi 
then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE. Sir, this is merely a formiU matter. We wai 
to insert tin* words “in the Calrutta (nurtfv"' after the word “m)tifi<*i 
tion” in clause 2 (2a)y line 2, since the Bengal (b*nenil Clauses Act do< 
not provide that ariy notifii'atioii is u notification in the (lazette. 

The motion was then put aud agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, (hdei, order! We !io\v go hack tt» Nos. tl7, (>8 an 
(it). These amoiKhnents arc subsidiary to section ‘kSH i'J) and thcretoi 
will be postponed until we get t4) ‘188 (2). 

We now <‘ome to the constitutional provisions of the Bill Wginiiin 
with clause 5, and it is nwessiiiy to lay before (he Council the compl 
cated questions involved in the uinendments that have l»een tabled i 
as specific a manner us is possible so as to obtain clear issues on whic 
the (\»uncil <’an decide. ‘ There are two main questions in the eonnei 
tioii. The first, which relates to the number of seats that shall 1>€ allotte 
to the amis whiih have been added to Calcutta by the deeisiou of th 
Council in respect of Darden Beach and Cossipore-Chitpur, will gi? 
little tniuble as it is possible to deal with the matter on a straight issu 
on the amendment.s l>efore the House. These amendments will com 
up in their proper ordor when Schedule III is taken up. 

The second main issue is whether there is to be election of Muhammi 
dans by the general eUvtorate or whether there is to he a communal electi 
rate of Muhammadans. It must l>e obvious to the Council that it i 
impossible to fix the number of saals and the (ommunities to which thos 
•eats shall be assigned until this Council has rejected, or adopted, th 
proposition, oontained in certain of the amendments, that there shd 



OALOUTl’A MUNICIPAL BILL. 


Ilf 



|jp» communal electorate lor Muhammadaos. This point must, tliere- 
ftlPB, be taken first as otherwise there may be confusion in the decisions 
the Council hereafter. It is further necessary for the Chair to select 
amendment which will hrin^ forward the issue in a definite form 
aii4 will not at the same time hamper the Council in any arran^ment as 
to numbers which thej' may desire to make either on the ground of com- 
munal representation or the formation of a constituency of ladies or the 
representation of the arc'as now added to Calcutta or otherwis**. 

The amendment that satisfies the eoiiditioim S4»t forth ulnive is amend- 
ment No. 109, and I am to ask the House to take up that amendment 
first of all the amendments relating to the constitution of the Calcutta 
Corporation. It will doubtless 1 m» iioticetl that the passing of that amend- 
ment will affect amendments Nos. |(M> and Uf7. as drafted, but if amend- 
ment No. 109 is carried I shall jiermit the movers of amendments Nos. lOtJ 
and 107 to recast (heir amendments so that the House may l)e able to con- 
sider their projKisals in connection with Sihcdule. HI while leaving 
clause 7 of the Hill umiffin tcd. If amendment No. HtO is ib'fcafcd, then 
of course the amendments Nos. 100 and 107 will fall to the ground. 

When amendment No. KtO ha.H Imm'h dis|s)Hcd of I shall prociMMl 
to deal with Schedule" III of the Hill. The Council will thus have Iwforc 
them each one of the details of the constitution of the Corporation separa- 
tely for their (h*( isi(>n. and the dccisioim of tin* ('ouncil on thcsi* details 
will settle automatically the final form of clause 5. 


Cl.ACSK. 7, 

Mr. 8YEDNA8IM ALI: 1 beg to move that in clause 7 for the words 
‘*to lie rescniHl for Muhammadans in any iimstitiioncy” the words “in 
the Muhammadan constituencies” lie sulistitnted. 

My amendment wants to have the prim iple of communal repicsetila- 
tion by separate elci torates accepted in all Imal Ixulies throughout 
Bengal. The Hon’hle the Minister in charga ^f I/ocai Self-Government 
ia against this communal representation by separate elwloratos on an 
abstract principle which is enunciateil again and again by men of differ- 
©nk religions and nationalities in different l ountries of the world. Kir, 
while opposing the principle of coniiminal representation, the Minister 
in charge of Wal Self-Government told u» that Mr. Montagu said (hat 
it would lie against the interests of Indian nationbimd. Hut uriforlu- 
nniely the views of Mr. Montagu, so far as the Muhammadan community 
is cmicemed, and as recorded in that very rejmrt, were not placed before 
the House. Sir, sonic, passages have Wn quoted from the Montagu- 
Ohelnuford Report to convince the House that the acceptance of a separate 
electorate would be a retrograde step. No doubt Mr. Montagu said to * 
while discussing the queetion of commupal electorate as a whole. But 

t 
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when he came the question of communal representation of Muhamma- 
dans, what did he sayP 1 hnd in paragraph 231 of his report these 
lines ; — 

We re^Ard any iiysiem of (ommunal electorates as a very serioua hindrance 
to tlie development of the seif'Koverninfi; principle. At the same time we mast 
face the hard farts. TIte Muhammadans were fi^iven special representation wflfa 
separate elec’turates in 19f)9. The Hindus* acquiesc'ence is embodied in the present 
agreement iMdween the |wlilical leaders of the two communities. The Mnham* 
madaiiH regard these as settliKi facts, and any attempt to go back on them would 
muse a storm of bitter protest and put a severe strain on the loyalty of a com- 
munity which has behaved with conspicuous loyalty during a period of very great 
difficulty, and which we know to b«‘ feeling no small anxiety for its oam welfare 
unrU’r a system of {lopulur government. The Muhammadans regard separate 
representation and communal electorates as their only adequate safeguards. 

I puuH6 here for a moment to bring pointed attention of the House to 
thin paiwage in the Montagu-Chelinaford Rei>ort — 

The Miihaiiirnudans n*gard se|>arate representation and communal electorates 
ns their only nd(*qtiHte safeguords. Hut apart from a pUtdge winch we must 
honour until we are released from it, we are hound to st*e that the (‘ommunity 
sw’ures pro|M'r represtmtaiion in the new csHinnls. How can we say to them that 
we regard tlie decision of H)09 ns mistaken, that its letiuition is incompatible with 
progress townnls resfMinsthle governm<Mit, that its reversal will eventually bt* to 
their heiiefil ; and that for these reasons we have dec ided to go hack on li^ Much 
as we regret tlie ms'essity, we aro eoiuinci'd that so far as the Muhammadans 
at all events are eomvrned, the premuit system must l»e maintained until condi- 
tions alter e\en at the prif*e of slower progress towards the realixalion of a 
Htnimon citirenship. 

Sir, thin ia >vhut Mr. Montagu naid in his report. 


Th« Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; Wiiat is the 
paragraph, may I impure? 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: Paragraph 231. After thi^, what h the 
force of the argument that Mr. Montagu is agitinni communal represen* 
tation? Tie may be ngai.nNt communal representation in theory, but 
HO far an fmictical |xditicM is concerned, he had to admit its neocs«ity. 
Why is the (lovernment going to deviate from this principle? What are 
the special rircumstanres? The protection of the minority — the effe<*- 
tive prote<*tion of the minority — is the only condition on which the He- 
forms can l)e successful in this land. We are (pute prepared to have 
swaraj provided we get our fair share of the administration. Bengal is m* 
much mine— Bengal is as much of the Hindus as it is of the Muham- 
madans— Bengal is my motherland as well as the motherland of 
the Hindus. I wont a pro|>er share in the administration of my own 
country, I am a Bengali, I am an Indian, I am a Muhammadan, bnt 
I want my adequate share in the administration of the country. 1 will 
not be satisfied with anything less than that. It is not number, it is 
AOi wealth, but it is the importance of the community. Hiere ate (hiaa 
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mp<Miaiii cornmnnitiee inhabiiitig Iiidiii<~tlie Hindaa, the MohamiiiA* 
jdftns and the Europeans. The three communities must have their ade- 
ijiiate share in the administration of the country. The interests of theie 
three communities must he protected. The Hon 'We the Minister says 
in his Hpeec'h that the cardinal principle of the Calcutta Municipal Bill 
is transference of power to the ratepayers with due and adetjuate safe- 
f^ard of all interests. So far as the transfeience of p«a*er is concerned,* 
has any Muhummadnii objected to ity* Is there any atneiidmeni of 
objection to it}* Are the Muhaininadans if they ash for separate electo. 
rate to be railed extremists us Hat Dr. Huridhan Dutt Unhadur has 
called u.s? We b«H‘rune extieinists alien av want our share in the admin- 
istration of the (yiuntry. We are charucteriiw'd as extremists only when 
a*e want ahat ae otijflit to ijel. <Mherwi'*e, so far us ! can see, from the 
speech of Dr. Haridhan Dutt, he had absolutely no justification for 
making remarks in the Cabutta Corporation to this effe<*t — 


One advniita^e of this projtojia! hhm timt tl»ey would have wise, reaaoiuibU 

and H<teptabU> MulmnirnadaiiH anitm^ theiu—men like Pnmr Akrarn Husain, 
Mr. Fab1-u 1 Hnq and Mr. Krfan Ali and iu»t jH»ri»«ns of an extrt*me or exeluaivt 
type, sucfi tlu*\ linvo III the Henuiil lA*p«Intive C’^ouneil. 


w e are called extremists when we want our .Hharo of the admifiistfu- 
tion of the country. Certainly a’e are extreuiiists — we an^ extreiuinta 
for our self-]»reHci\ati(jn- it is a (piestinn of life and death to the coi unu- 
nity — it is a question of struggle foi .self-ex isleiwe. Sir, you will all 
lie surpiised to hear that the same Prince Akrarn Husain who was men- 
tioned by Hai Dr. Haridiian Dutt lialuidur immediately got up and said — 


Rii FANINDRALAL DE Bihndur: 1 li.s^* to a iHiint of order. l.s ha 
in order in referring to what Prince Akrani Iluftain said in the (’oriw- 
ration meeting)* 


Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 was waiting tti wm* how far the hon’hle memlier 
was making it relevant. How does (be Inm’hle memlK*r make it relevant f 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALIS My iMisition is this; that even these wise 
Muhammadans want communal representation — even these nasonahle 
and acceptable Muhammadans want communal — representation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you reading fnim the papera circulated with 
the Bill I 


Mr.SYED NASIM ALI: Yes. 

Prince ^kram Husain aaid — 

So far M OUT opiaioii goei, we thoutd like to have a certain number of Mnhaiii* 
fmmAmnm on Um OoTporaiton whether they come through the general electorate or 
through a •pectal electorate. But I am here to give txpreteion to the vkirs of 
ipy oonamunitj and to mj that they desire to he repreaeoled ihroogli ibdr own 

9^8 
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Bpecial rlcuiorato . . . My wnimunity believe that if they have their repreweif 

tativeK through the general cleiiorate, those repreaenta lives are likely to he 
people who will be more eager to please the general electorate than our own com* 
munity. 

For the very renaon whieh Rai Dr. Haridhaii ]>utt Bahadur haa given 
by Maying that he did not want men of a certain Htainp and would like 
to have men of the Htunii> of MeanrH. Fazl-ul Haq', EHan Ali, and others, 
we nay that though l)i-. Diitt and tho (’(>r|K)ration would be willing to 
have them, they would not be ac<ei)table to the eorainunity they repre- 
sent. This is the |M>Kition. Mixed electorate is a contradiction in 
teiiiiH, eMfM*cially wlien tlie majority of voters of the inunici]>ality in the 
different wards are Hindus and mixed electorate is intendetl for send- 
ing Muhammailan representatives from wards or eonstitueneies in w’hich 
the Hindus are in a majority. I would not like to lie in an uncomfort- 
able [lositiofi in the ('alcutta Foriioration. When Inong styled as a 
Mnimnnmidan Councillor, if delegated to represent Muhainmadan inter- 
ests, 1 shall have to look to the wishes of the majority who are Hindus. 
What would he my |H»sition then'? SupjKising a certain queslion comes 
in the Cah utta Cor|M»ration in whii h the Muhammadan interest is affected; 
W’hat am 1 to do there? My const ituemies would (’onsist of Hindus 
and Muhammailaiis. 'Phe Hindus an" in a majority there, that is, 
though a Muhammadan in name, though T am there for safeguarding 
Muhammadan interests and for represi'iiting Muhammmhin interc^sts 
eonstitutionally , I will liave to voice the wishes of the majority wlio are 
Hindus. That is, Sir, exactly what the jiosition is. Therefon*, it is 
not what is called theory or logic, which is the life of law, hut it is 
exi>erience. We have got to deal with hard facts. You cannot unite 
two nations in a day hy waving a magic wand, hv fiassing an Act from 
the British Parliament, or by jwssing an Act from the ]m|M'rial or Pro- 
vincial Council. The two must grow side hy .side, .slowdy and gradually. 
The development must Im* in that way. You cannot think of an Indian 
nation in winch the Hindus will cease to he Hindus, Muhammadans will 
cense to Im» Muhammadan'^ or KurojSMnis will cease to l»e Euroiieans. 
Hindus and Muhuiummlans differ in religion, traditions, customs and 
habits of life. They must grow in their own spher<'. They must grow 
in their own lights. They must grow' according to their own ideala 
side hy side. If there is to lie an ideiri self-government for India, it 
must W a federal union in which the Hindus as a whole would progress 
,frt>n» tl# lowest rungs of life to the Ix^gislative ('V>uneil and the Muharo- 
mud; i!«will also gn»w aeeording to their own etvilixaiion, according to 
th«l’ (wn traditions and aeeording to their own e\Lstoms. Each com- 
mon tW will develop its own jxiwH^rs, its own rights witlufi ita own 
aphert^ and then tbe.se mm muni ties for the common weal of the country 
-will form a feileml union. I can think of an Hnioo like that, but I 
imanol conceive of an Indian nation in which Hindus will ceaae to bt 
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Jlfezidas, littliaiiiiimdaiiM will c^Miae to be Muhammadaua, and' Euro- 
%iau8 will cease to be Europeans, lliat will be apjioreutly a Pluto*9 
republic. 

So far as India is couoerueil, India is not England, India ia not 
America, India is India. It has been said that coiuinunul representa- 
tion by He]Ktrute elect(jrHle.s would widen the gulf lietwei^n the two ixjm- 
mnuitieH. That is not so. One of the nieinb<*rs of the la^gislative 
Council of the Ciiited Pruviiues while discussing the rniUsl IVovint^ 
Municijiui Hill staUnl that if there 1 h» a separate electorale for Muham- 
madans, the two hi others will la* just us brothers tNiriitioning their 
father's estate, each trying to develop his share. SupiHising the two 
brothers divide an estate and each tries to improve in his own way, do 
the brothers cease to W hrutheisy 1 put it to the House. It is fiom 
that stand|>oint that the a hole cjuesttoii has got U> l)e viewed, laiok 
at that from the stand|H»int of the brothers dividing in orUer that they 
may unite really, .^inceiclv, heart to heart, and not merely in words. 

That is (he right real way by which uni(\ cun conu*. It must rome from 

within. (uiinot )m* lione In legislation. It cannot Ik^ forced hy 
legislation. While this ({ucstion was deimtcMl in the rniied Provinces 
C'ouncil, Pundit Motilul Nehru said, if 1 lemomlHT aright, that his 
|>ersonal conviction was tliat st^iNirutc* electorate was against thec inter- 
est of the nation. Hut lie said: “ Our Muhammadan fiiends want it, we 
give it to them.” We want |s’ac*e at any c‘ost. Peacs* ought to lie 

the motto. In a ({Uestion like this iMnicci .should Is* our motto. Do 

you rcNill) narrow the gulf it you {utssa b^gislation in tin* teeth of the* opjHi- 
sition of one community ^ Sup|Hising we lose*, supisising representation 
by niixcul eb*etorules is fenced u|>oii us, well, we will Is* groaning under 
a sense of wrong, 'riiat aouid la* widening the* gulf. Mubamiiuiditns 
will think that the Hindus by a majority of their votes an* in a jxwi- 
tioii to carry anything and everything thc*y like in the Ia*gislative 
(Vninc'il. That will lie doing misehief to the iinily of India. That is 
a (|uestioii wliicli our Hindu friends ought to cumsider twice. If (he 
word ” Kuro|>t*an ” in the place of ” Miihanfmadan ** were put, would 
ray EurotHMii friends like this? I pul this to them w'riously — if there 
would have lieeii a mixed eh*etonite for EuroiKums for wliieh (here wan 
an attempt in the ('ah utta Corfioration, how wc.iild my Kuro|ieanK friends 
have liked Hut in view of the strong attitude which Mr. Walson- 
Kniyth took in this Council, I think it was clropfied, and very stnitegi- 
' rally dropjied, hec'ause if that princitile would not have lieen a«*cepted, 
so far as Europeans are c-tmeerned, I am c|uite sure that this Hill would 
have been tlmiwn out on aceoniii of the fip{iosition <if Eurotieatis. It 
tfk for this reason that though the Calcutta CorfKirution, in the Kufefkiro- 
mittee, de<dded that there ought to be only one general electcmite and 
the Europeans also ought to l^e returned from the general electorate, 
the Corfioration subsequently resiled from the }K>sition. They knew 
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tiiat there would be thene diiiicultiea which Europeans would Ining 
forward. Is this justice Is this fairness J' 1 do not grudge my Euro-' 
2 )eau friends their se|)arate seats. They ought to have it, for the same 
reasons us 1 demand for us. 1 ask tuem to consider whether they would 
have liked a mixed electorate and whether they would like to have the 
word ** European to be substituted for “ Muhammadan ** and whether 
they would like to have the Eurojxian representation through a mixed 
electorate. If they do not want it for their own community, in all 
fairness, Eurojieuns ought to 8Up|»ort communal representation . 

My next jwint is this. If you look td the constitution of the Legis- 
lative Lountnl, you will find that among the elected elements, the Euro- 
peans and the Muhurniuadans form 57 and the Hindus form 56. There 
is a significance in that number. That number goes to show that if 
any community simply by the sheer force of vote wants to carry out 
something against the interests of imj>ortant minorities, the tw(> minor- 
ities might combine ami defetit the majority. That is the priiuMple in 
which the numlK^r of seats — 1 mean electtnl seats — has been allotted to the 
diflferent communities in the liegislative Council, it is very Significant. 
It presnpiMjses that tilings might come to such a jhiss in which the 
im{K)rtunt minorities may lie put in a false jHisition by the majority and 
that under sucli circumstances, the minorities ought to (‘ombine if their 
cause is just to defeat the majority. That is exactly the iHwition now. 
Everylxxly knows what Mr. Wulson-»Smytli or (’olonel Pugii said on the 
last o(‘casioii. Hoth of them sup|K»rted (‘ommunal representation. Hot!i 
of them said that the Muhammadans ought to have it in all fairness. 

I imt it tt) my Euro|s*un friends here to consider whether since then 
anything has hup|H*netl which would lead them to change their views. 
What has hapixMied to change their views? This is the time in wliiidi 
the Muhammadan community wants to know whether their interests 
w'ill 1 k‘ safeguanled. 

One word more and I have done. We aix* for swaraj. We are for 
safeguarding Muhammadan interests. If we find that it is impossible 
here, we devise our own means of protection even at the sacrifice of 
the Reform H. 


Adjoummtnt 

The rouncil was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thumlay, the I5th 
February, 1923, at the Town Hall. Calcutta. 



1 


CAlXJTim MWIClPAt BlLt. 


in 


■m 

' 'V ' 

rrtoMdingi of tlM Bangal Ltgialilive Gounoil wmmtkM widir m 
prwriMfii of the Cot imi mw t of Indio Aot 

TiiK Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Ciiloutto, 
on Thuisduy, the Ibth hVbniarw lf>2Jb at 3 p.m. 


The Hon’hle the Pnvsident in the (Imir, the four Hon'ble Memliern of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Miiiintern, and 103 nominated 
and elect €»d menilwrs. 


Covornmont iill. 

The Caloutti MunioiptI Bill, 1021. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMESt Seldom in itn nhort but bu«y 
life of two years lias this Council lM*en so stiriiul to its dejiths as has lie^n 
the case in conntM-tion with the debate on which we ar»» now enfrafftnl; 
seldom has any subjei t come up in this Council for diwussion which 
is more likel\ to h*ad ti> ucrimonv and to members on lM>th sides giving* 
vent to e\[>revsioi)s and sentiments which lhe\ will no doubt live to re- 
gret. TloMidore, Sir, tlu*!«* luii Im' but few memlM^rs of this Couiuil 
w’ho woiilil not gladly welcome any means, any reasonable meiins, by 
which this deUite might Is* avonbMl. I have given th<‘ matter consider- 
able thought for some time ]mst, stvking to discern, if jKMsible, some 
path out of the dit!i< ulty, some via viedta, and 1 rise l>efore the Council 
to-dav. Sir, in the guiw* of a mediator. I would that I had at my coin- 
nmnd the magnificent firntory of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
or of Mr. Sye<l Nasim Ali. who spoke on the subject yesterday; then I 
ahould 1 h» sure of riveting the attention of tl^ Council, Hut we, com- 
merc iul men, Sir, have little claim, have little opportunity as a rule, 
to lay any claim to oratory; and I would theiefore Is'g the Csmncil to 
be jiatient w ith me if they find me dull, or jsissibiy my sjieec h uninter- 
, eating. I take the lilH*r(y of hoping that they will listen to me core- 
fuliy in the hojie that powsibly the .suggestion that I am aliout toimake 
may prove a scdutioii of (he difficulty. There are, Sir, I lake it. few 
members of this (’ouncil who are not thoroughly conversant with what 
the Montagu-fJhelrasfcml Report, and subsec|iiefitly the Southborough 
Committee Report had to say on the subject of communal representa- 
tion. There are few w'ho are not thoroughly aware of the terms of the 
Lucknow Pact of 1916. Mr. Syed Nasim Ali speaking yesterday 
referred to the spm'bes delivered in this Council in Noverolier, 1921. 
1^* Sir Robert Watson-Smyih and Colonel Pugh, and from what 1 
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have heard in the lobbies there can be little doubt that the contents ol 
those Mfieeches are well known and appreciated by most of the members 
of this Council. Therefore, I do not i>roix>se to traverse that ground 
again but to come straight to the {joint . 

Tlie Bill Ijefore the Council provides the reservation of 13 special 
m'ats for Muhammadans in the t'orjxjration, election to these seats to be 
by the general electorate. Our Muhamina<lan friends fear that that 
method of election may prejudice their community and may possibly 
inflict an injustice on them. Mr. Syed Nasim Ali so lucidly explained 
their jioint of view yesterday that 1 do not think it is net^ssary for me 
to go into that in detail. The Muhammadans claim the privilege of 
electing their own representatives by the system which is know’n as 
communal election. An unofticial reply which has lKH*n given to them, 

1 understand, states that under the ordinarily acceptwl rules of communal 
election the number of stMits to which they would be entitled in the 
CoriKmition would be 7. I am also given to understand that unofficially 
it has laMUi <‘^)nveytHl to our Muhammadan friends that if they will 
consent to election by the general electorate tliev may (tonfidenlls exis'ct 
to nM-eive an increuwMl nuinlxu’ of reservtul swits. On this iM)int, how- 
ever, Sir, they find themselves entirely unable to give w^ay. Now, few 
}>eople, 1 take it, will l)e found to argue that communal representation 
is an iileal system, hut at least it has lw'(» advantages: first, that it is 
already a rtH’Ognized system in this country, and s«*(‘on<lly, that it does 
provide protpidion for <M>mmunities in a ho|sdess minority. The fact 
that Muhammadans deserve ‘<|Hvial ii*cognition has Immmi admitted by 
the r«*servation for them of these 13 seats on the Cor]s)ration. Whether 
tlie rnison Ik» lack of what 1 may (‘all cor|smit(* wtuilth or whether it 
may be failure to irnbila* that modern educ'ation at which our Hindu 
friends have so ojigerly grasjHMl— whatever may be the cause, every-* 
ImkIv is agn*ed that at the pre.sent time tin* Muhammadans art* entitled 
to s|iecial re(M>gnition. Possibly. I believe probably, thost* conditions 
will not always (dffain. But that they do obtain at present no one will 
deny, and few there are \vho will not admit that they are likely to obtain 
for stum* little time to come. Now, Sir, my suggestion is this: I say — 
let us meet the emphatic wishes of our Muhammadan friends hy giving 
them their 13 si‘ats: let us recogiiixe that in the jiresent slate of the 
development of their community, their elaim to communal election is« 
a n^aaonable one; hut let them on their side recognize that this system 
cannot lie exjsHted to continue indefinitely, and let them, I suggest, 
he content with this s{>ecial juivilege for a jjeriod of nine years. I 
suggest nine years for a two-fold rt*a.son : to begin with, the life of a 
r(W‘|s»ration Assi'mhly is three years: the CVjmmissioners are elected 
for {lerimls of thiv<* years each. Tlien*fore, iiiy suggestion covers 
three elections to the Uorporation, and in my view it has this further 
advantage. The Refonns have now he«m in existence for two years. 
At the end of ten years, as every one knows, a Royal Commission is to 
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India to roviow tbe Reformg; tKat is to aay, in eight years* iimai 
m may expect that Boyal Oommission. I take it that they will be 
boeiipied in their duties and in the writing of their iv|K>rt {Holmbly 
some 12 montliH. Therefore, the two fieruHiM Hvnchrouise. You havo 
the three elections covering nine yiHirn on the one hand 
and at the end of tliese nine years, we ought l>e in |»osm*SMion 
of the views of the lioyal ('oni mission on ('ommunul n^prt'seritaiion 
in general. But, Sir, I would desire to make it ver>‘ rhnir to iny Muhatn* 
madan friends that the suggestion 1 am luakiTtg in no way carries with 
it the right to a review of their system of election at the end of three 
years. The privilege inertdy Injws — it automat ieally lapse's. Of course, 
as they w'ill ({uite realixe, if they fiH»l at that time so {mssioimtely as they 
do at present, it will surely b<» jKw.sihle for them to dt*vise some ra(Hins 
by which the mutter might la* eonsideml. I {sTsoimlly hoite—and I 
aniicifxitt* — that such a msvl for review will not iHcur. In discussing 
the jieriod I havt‘ suggesttHl, namely, nine years Informally, with some 
of my friends, I find that it is criticised as Iwing loo long, 'I'he Hihle, 
Sir, remimls us that in the sight <»f the Almighty, a thousaml years aiv 
hut as one day. What are nine yeai‘s in the life of a laaly like the 
rulcutta (\ir|H)ruti()n ^ We an* engaged here on empiiedmilding ; wo 
are Iwing <'on.staiitly fared with pnoldems of this mitunv Wlnit, 1 ask. 
are nine years in the history of any iSHiple^ The alternati\es that have 
Wen sugestisl are three years — 

f At this stage the nieniWr reached the tinie-Iimil. ] 


Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon*bl« Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Bh use go on. 


Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD ilAMES: The ulternutiwH that have 1>een 
suggested are y<Mirs, which is one term of the life of a (’or|ioru(ioii, 

or six years. But this, I maintain, evcMi the }HMio«l of six years, is too 
siiort. I woiihl tlesin', Sir, to end my remarks on a somewhat |H*rsonal 
note. I am, I believe, w'ith the exception of Mr. (’amplM‘ll Forrester, and 
Mr. Carey, th<' new Bresideiit of the Beiigi^ (Miamher of (Vmiim*re<*, 
the only non-official Euro[M‘an, who was an original memWr of this 
Council. During the two years that we have been asmsiated, 1 have 
made many friends in all the communities in this Council, and I do 
a|i|)eal, with all tbe iniriif^tness at my eomnmnd, to tny friends in U)th 
tbe communities |»rticiihirly inteiested in this qu(*stioii, that they 
should seriously consider the tuggestimi that I have now put fonvard. 
I have not attempted in any way to go into details as to the number of 
seats. That, T take it, is a matter which, in view of the d^dsions of 
ibis Council to include in tbe greater (W|K)ration sevenil of the out- 
lying miinieijialities, wdll have to be considerfNl. But what 1 am dis- 
eussing is the principle of tbe matter. And I would in poriit ular apfieal 
to our greatly respected and greatly belove<] Minister U} meet the very 
mienm feeling amongst bis Mubammaiian friends on the lines that 1 liav« 
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(Uf^gefited. Enowinff him an I do, I have little doubt that in the largeness 
of his heart he will do so. ( Ap{dause. ) 


MINISTER in ohtfga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon'ble Sir Suromlra Noth Banerjao) : A v^ry 
imiiortant HUjff^eHtion has Iwn made by my friend, Mr, Langford 
JameH, in termn of nuxleraiion that entitle it to be very carefully con- 
sidered. It iH a very grave matter; and it is necessary that I should 
take time for its conHideration. Therefore, Sir, if you i)ermit the 
adjournnuMit of this (juestion till Monday next, Government will be in 
a [Hwition to come forward with a definite reply to the suggestion that 
has l)een made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it will W the general wish of the members 
of the (kmncil that Government should have time to consider the sugges- 
tion which has 'Wen put forward by Mr. Langford James. I therefore 
adjourn the furthiu' debate on this matter till Monday next, on the 
understanding that it will be taken up on Monday. 1 hoiH‘ and trust 
that a conclusion will 1 k' reached one way or the other. (Applause.) 


Oi.Ar.sK 0. 

Th« Hon*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I move that, 
for the words “ 'rollygunge and Garden Keach municipalities ” in 
lines 10 and 11 of clause (», the bdlowing W substituted, namely: — 

“ (’ossiiK)rf*-(’hitpur, Garden Keach and Tollygunge nninit ipaliti(*s.” 

The motion was put and agi'eed to. 

The Hofi’bM Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 move that 
for the words “ Maniktala munici|mlity in line 15 of clause 0 the 
following W substituted, namely: — 

Maniktala, ('ossi|X)re-(''hitpur or Garden Reach municiixdities.’* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Oi..%rsK f)A. 

THE Hon'blf Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I move that 
for clause 6A the following be substituted, namely: — 

Transfer of linhihties. 

** (lA. All eoutmets made and liabilities incurrefl by the Corpo- 
ration of Ctilcuttw as constituted under the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Act, 1899, or by the CommisiiionerH of the Maniktala 
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or Cossipore-Chitpar or Garden Rmch municipal! ties, mayf 
«o f ar aa they are outatanding at the commenoemeiit of thin 
Act, be enforced by and againat the Coqioration of Caloutta 
aa constituted under this Act.*’ 

The motion was put and agre^n! to. 


Clafsk 18A. 


TIm Hofi’Mu Sir SURENORA NATH BANERJEAs I move that 
in lines 5 and Gof clause 18A(/) and in lim'm 10 and 11 of that ( lausis for 
the words Muniktala municipality *’ the words “ Maniktulu, Coasi* 
pore-Chitpur and Garden Reac h municijuilities ’* Ih‘ sulwti tinted. 

The motion was put and agre<*d to. 


('i.\rsK mM2). 

The Hon’bto Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I move that 
conswjuent on the dtvision of the (\Mincil, clause do stand, 

for the consideration of the Council in the following form, namely: — 

(2) From the cominenc‘emc*nt of this Act, the (’or|»c>rution shall 
[nty annually fnmi the .M unic'i{Ki] Fund for ten years to the 
Commissioners of the Scaith SuhurlniTi iminiciimlit y the s\im 
of eight thousand ru|iees, being approximately, at the 
commencement of this Act, one-half of tlu* diffcTence lM*fween 
the gross itnenue obtained as rates and tuxes from, and the 
amount exj)ended on, that iwrtion of the area known iis the 
new Dock Extension area whic h was formerly comprimnl 
within the said municifSility and wdiic-h forms {sirt of the 
area added to Calcutta.” 

The motion was |W]t and agr«H*d to. 

Mr. t. C. tTUART'WILLIAMtl I mi<rt> that cluaM* 9(;A(i>) lie 
omitted. I regret 1 was not aware that this wcnild come up this after- 
noon, and I am not so w'ell prepared as I w'ould like to he, hut I think 
the circumstances under whit‘h the clause has been inc luded, are known 
to aU members of this House. Owing to the ac^juisition by the Port 
Commissioners some years ago of a large area which formed, and still 
forms, a portion of the South Suburban municipality, and to the fw’t 
that this land has almost entirely been cleared of habitations with a 
▼iew to its use for railway arrangements and connected works which 
will form part of the King George’s Dock scheme, the position has been 
lor some years that the South Suburban municipalities has, under the 
Bengal Municipal Act, realised considerable revenue from the Pori 
Commissiopers in respect of this area, which owing to the fact that this 
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land has been cleared, the municipal aenrices which haye been rendered 
have been on a very ainall scale. In mentioning this fact 1 do not mean 
in any way to cast any reflection on that municipality or to represent 
that their dutieH have been neglected. What I wish to bring out are 
the circumstances in which this revenue, nearly all net revenue, has 
been realized for a number of years. I understand that the Houth 
Suburban municipality asked that this windiall — it is nothing but a 
windfall — should now be perpetuated by statutory enactment for a 
period of 10 years. I beg to say that in my view this is not a suitable 
or equitable aiTangement. It may be accepted that in the ordinary 
course this area will be developed, that municipal services will be 
rendered, and that those services would demand a considerable expendi- 
ture on the part of the municipality, so that a considerable portion of 
the revenue would in the ordinary course have been disbursed. It seems 
to me, therefore, that to ask that for this net revenue to be perpetuated, 
is to ask for something which is not due. If the area is developed, it 
must and should involve for the Calcutta municipality, which will now 
exercise jurisdiction, a considerable expenditure, and under this proposal 
the (’aicutta Corporation will he <ulled upon, in the first place, to pay 
this sum t(j the South Suhurbuit municipality, and in the second place, 
to spend money on the ordinary amenities, that is, in providing tbe 
munic.i|Hil requirements of the area. I thereftue beg to move that this 
clause be omitted. 


Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu SurMdra NaUi Ray): 1 think the 
history of this Us. H.tHKt (‘oiitrihution is well known to every iiiember of 
this Couiu il. A gt»od portion of the S»mth Suburban municipality was 
ncqiiired liy the Pori (\mnnissioiiers about 15 or 1(» years ago, 1'hat 
|H>rtioFi was full of huiidings and hustees, and the South Suburban muni- 
cipality was in receipt of a hamlsome amount in the shape of rates and 
tuxes from the rutepuyers. When, however, the Port Commissiimers 
acquired it, we hat! to impose a tax up<pi the Port ('oiumissioners and the 
present rate which we get fnnu the Port Commissioners is about 
Us. Ib.tMK). That portion of the municipality is not uecessajy now to the 
Port ('onimissioners at all ; it has been lying waste for the fuist 15 years 
i.e., since the time the Port Coiiiniissioners ac()uire4l it. Now this 
question of amalgamation was considere<l by the Special Committee 
which was a|)|K>itited by the llon’ble the Minister in charge of Ijocal 
Self4biverninent, and which was presided over by the Hon’ble the 
Ad viMfite-t General, and in which Dr. Uunarji and Mr. WoodMead were 
also iiieinWrs. They said tliut this portion of the municipality was nol 
at all nei*essary to l>e amalgamated. They further said that if this aree 
was acqitiretl, the liiianrial condition of the municipality aottld be 
*4Uplessly crippled; they further said that if this portion was at all 
ite('essary, at some future lime, (be Ouvemment might anialgamate tl 
with Calcutta under seciioti 533A, I think. 1 will read a small {Miftiav 
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^ report of that Committee whioh ret'orniiiendeci that thia p^urtioil 

fllrtiuld not be anialji^ftinated. In the Report we find 

,Thr c»*e for the amalAMnaiion of that portion of the new Dock area which 
falU within the Hoiith Suburban municipality ia practically tlic aauio at that 
relaiina to the area fallitijt within the Gnnhm Roach municijiality Out ol a 
total revenue of Ra. 63,000, R«. IG.OtX) ia realiaed from pro|ierty hi'lonjsinvt to tli« 
Port OomnuRHioiM'rH. and the expenditure on the iw^rviive rendered t-o the Port 
Commiaaionera ia much leaa than the reeeipta. A a in the caae of the (Sardeii 
Reach munici(>ality, the aeverance of the Port ComroiaHi«»nera' area would serioualy 
interfere with the atahility of the finaneea of the muniripality and would very 
adveraely »ffe<-t the efficiency of the niuni(i|uil adminml ration. The fart tlmt Dila 
portion of the Port Conimiasionera’ land will in all prolmbitily U» chiefly <M*cuide<! 
by a large marahaUing yard not requiring aucli a higli atandnrd of municipal 
aervice rendera the amalgamation of thia area with (\ilcutta lena urgent. We 
accordingly do not rc<xmimend the amalgamation of thia portion of the new lX»rfc 
area with Calcutta. 

However the iiiiachief han been done; the luirtion hiia Wen umalgnnuitecl 
with ('alrutta. Hut (lie Select Coininiftee of the (Vilcutta CoriMinition 
were kin<} enmigdi to rei uniinend that if thia portion W at all acquired by 
the Ciih iitta Corponition, then nt lenat half the intxiine which (he South 
Suhurhan municipality in now fretting Nhould he given to the South 
Suburban innnii ipality, (hat in out of U.x. Ui.tHMI they ought to get 
Ila. «S,0(K). That wan the rei'oniinendiition of the Sele<*l f'oininittee and 
(bivernnient have accepted it. We are not only loaing Rm. Ib.OOO, hui 
ns iny friend, Rahu Nitva Dhon Mukherji*e, and also thorn* connected with 
the Calcutta niunicijiality know very w’ell, every five years we increiiHe 
our rates and (axes. In another three years wben our new asM»SMiiient 
will lie due, we ex|»e< t to get at least Rs. The (/ulcutta Corpora- 

tion will get this increased revenue and should not grudge paying this 
Rs. 8,(MH) out of their enontious revenue of 2 crores ! Mr. Stuurt- 
Willianis thinks that even this ainoiint should not l>e given. 1 think f 
have said quite enough on this question, and T shall not take up any 
more time of the Council. 

•alNi SURENORA NATH MALLIKt I iMlmit that Mr. Stuart. 

W^illianiH is right in his demand that the circiimsfances do not justify 
this; but this amount was promised as a solatium— Hs. 8,(MK1 for the 
part that was being taken away from my friend’s munictpality, jMissihly 
against his wishe.s. He thinks that the mischief has l)een done; I think 
ibe mischief of non- inclusion has been avertei). Sir, as we had prorniseil, 
so far as the Cor|Minition is concerned — I do not know what the HotiTde 
Member in charge thinks about it — but so far as the Olcutla ('or|N>ni(ioii 
ia concerned, when they bare promised it, they will stick to if and they 
are willing to give my friend Ra. 8,000 a year for 10 years, provided 
Ibat taking advantage of that kindness, he df>es not extend his hand 
liirtber, aa be has said in bia motion that the CVirfsiratiori sball fwy 
•miiimlix municipal fund for 20 year# j ibat ia not proper. We 
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have recognized that and have given a solatitiin, and he ought to ba 
satistied with lt«. for 10 years, and after that we have Bniahed. 


The Hon’bte Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAs Reference haa 
been made to me as Member in charge of the Bill as to what 1 propose 
doing in this connection. As spokesman of the Select Committee I 
think it my duty to support the Select Committee, and I trust the 
Council will accept the recommendation of the Select Committee. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: After what Babu Siirendra 
Mallik has said, 1 need not move the following amendments standing in 
my name. 1 therefore ask leave to withdraw them : — 

If motions Nos. 17 and 93, (i75 and 728 be not carried, that in clause 
96A(2)-- 

(/) in line 3, for the word “ten” the word “twenty” be substituted, 

( 2 ) in lines 5 and (J, for the words “twenty-five thousand five hun- 

dred ruiKH^s and eight Ihotisand rufiees” the words “fifty-one 
thousand rupees and sixteen thousand rupees” be .substituted, 
and 

( 3 ) in line 8, the words “one-half of” be omitted. 

If amendment No. 22(» be not carried, that in clause 96A(2) — 

(/) for the words “twenty-five thousand five hundred rui)ees and 
eight thousand rupees” the words “fifty-one thousand rujieea 
and sixteen thousiind rupee.s” he substituted; 

[ 2 ) in line 8, the words “one-ludf of” bo ( Uiitted 

The amendment H were then, by leave of the Council, withdraw'ii. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I move that to clause 96B the 
following be added, iiam**!}’ : — 

“and a sum of not less than a lakh of rupees on the execution of 
original improvement w'orks within the area which formed the 
Cossi|»ore-(3iitpur Municipality at the commencement of thia 
Act.” 

The reason for this is obvious. We have made a similar provision in 
the case of the Maniktala iiiuni<‘i{>ality and now that Coesipore-C'hitpur 
has also Ihn*u includeil we ought also to put in a provision for a statutory 
obligation of a simibu' expenditure w*ith reference to this latter munici- 
pality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Stuart- Williams, you can add yours in con- 
tinuation of thia. 
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II Mr. t. C. tTUART>WILLIAMti 1 xuov« timt ti) claufif 96B iK« 
Idlowing be added, naiuely : — 

**aiid a HUia of not lenn than a lakh of nipeea on the eiei'utioii of 
original improvement worka within the area which formed 
the (harden Reach municipalitv at the comnieiicfinent of thia 
Act/’ 

The excellent prece<lent which hue l>een eatahlished in the caae of 
Maniktala and uIho in the case of Otwsipore-t'hitpur should, 1 think, 
be applied to the case of the Garden Reach itiutiici)mlity. hW some 
years now we have been unable in that area tt» obtain either an adequate 
aupply of water or any conservamy service at all suital>le to the work 
to l>e done, and we are at present in a jaisition of having to jmy inunicijial 
rates and at the same time carry out our own water-supply by the sink- 
ing of Imre wells as well as our own conservancy armngenieiits by erect- 
ing at considerable exjmnse several septic tank installations. In addition 
to this the area requires considerable expenditure in the matter of roads 
and other conveniences, and in view of the cofiMideruble iiu'rease o( 
in(‘ome which this anmlgnmation will bring to the (’alcutta (’orfmnilion 
I sulmiit that soine definite guarantee for the improvement of that urea 
should form part of the Act. With these remarks I beg to move m>; 
amendment. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Batiitiurs f iimst nuse my voii e in o]»|>o- 
sition to this umemlment. My friend Mr. Stuart-Williams has spoken 
about the principle which has lieen accepted in connection with the amal- 
gamation of these added areas with ('alcutta. I am disfKmed to think that 
no such prim iple has been uccepteil by this ('4iuncil. When the (’orjmra- 
lion of ('a)cutta was anxiou.s foV the aiiiulgnmation of ('ossipore-f'hitpur 
and Maniktala, these inunicifiulities very strongly represented that they 
could not agree to the ainulguitiatioii, unless this aimilgumation was to 
their advantage, and to explain to them how advantage would accrue (o 
them, it was jminled out that the Select CommiGee was going to inifume 
a statutory ohiigulion for sjmmiing a lakh of rupees in each of these 
municipalities, and that silem^ed the opposition which w'hs raised against 
the amalgamation. Hut the case is altogether different in the case of 
the Garden Reach municipality. This area consists mainly of the Dockii 
and the Desk Kxtension. The Dcak area and the area of the King 
Oe<»rge’s Dcmk when completed would emeupy almost the wkole of the 
Garden Reack municipality, and everybody in this (Council is aware that 
the I)cM*k area is one of the richest portions of the town of Calcutta. Tl»at 
being so, the principle as applied in the c*ase of Maniktala and Cossipore- 
Chitpur municipalities cannot be applied in the case of the (brden Reach 
miliiiripoHty. The Calcutta Corporation was nc*t very anxious for 
eiteiiflion southwards, more than was absolutely necessary for their 
imrpoae. It was Mr. Stuart- Williama’ amendmetit here which led ike 
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►HiH’il to include the whole of the Garden Reach municipality. Noir ttij , 
lend comee here and wayn that the treatment which ha« been accorded tr 
Maniktala and (Jo#i«iptire«Chitpur ahould also be extended to hia 
iiiiicipality, the Garden Reach municipality. I am disposed to think 
at he is askiuj^ for tm* much. I do not for a moment suggest that the 
)r[M)nition of ('ulcutta should* not spend an adequate sum of money foi; 
e improvement of the Garden Iteatdi municipality, but what I do object 
is the addition of a statutory obligation that one lakh must be spent 
1 original imjnoveinent work in Garden Reach municipality. 1 would 
k Rabu iSurendra Nath Mallik not to place this in the same category 
Maniktala and CVssi[)oie-(.’hitpiir, but to consider it on its own merits. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in supjmrting the 
uMidinent of Mr, Stuarl-WilHaras. The Garden Reach jample were not 
ry anxious to Is* amalgamated with Calcutta and if you want to 
lalgrimute them M ilh Calcutta it munt l)e upon certain terms. My friend 
li Dr. Ilandhan Dutl Rahadur has said that a g(M)d portion of Ganlen 
Mich is (‘oviM’eil by the l)o<k Extension urea, that is not a far t. Only 
e-third of the area is eovered by tbe Ths'ks; the rest is full of Imfiees 
<1 also a few mills. The bwalitv w'here there were a large numlier of 
laiial buildings bus been tuMjuired by the Port ComniissionerH and is 
w within the Dock Extension no doubt, but we have gf»t still a large 
iMi wbiidi has not been aetjuired by the Port Commissioners, and it is 
s(dutely necessary that you .should spend a siihstantial sum for the 
iprovemeiii of that area. So 1 think the proposal maile by Mr. Stuurt^ 
illiams that there must Im* a statiit^iry obligation on the part of the 
dcutbv (Corporation to spend at least a lakh of rufiees. 1 think that 
uluit he snl<l — on the exeeutioii of original imjirovement works w ithin 
B area, should be aci'epted by the ('ounpil. 

Btbtl DEBI PROSAD KHAtTAN: As one of the Commissioners of 
0 (Client ta ion present lu»re, I think it is my duty to strongly 

pose the amendment that has Ihhmi projsised by Mr. Stuart -Williams 
d which is now Is^fore tbe (Vuncil. It is well knowm that when the 
(i]HiHaIs to include Maniktala n»id ("’oHsi|K)r-(?hitpnr were liefore the 
lect (\»mmitW and Wore the Committee that was apiminteil to 
nsider this question, there was strong opixMiition fmm the Maniktala 
d (\>sHi|M>re-(^bitpnr people to the inc lusion of those areas within the 
iinictpal limits of ('alcutta. The case of the Garden Reach munici|ialiiy 
es not stand on the same level. In this case, the bcaly of which 
r. StuarCWillinms is the head themselves asked that the Calcmita Cop* 
ration should imdudo within its boundaries at least the area covered by 
e Doc k Extension ; and certainly it does not now lie within the mouth 
Mr. Stuart- Williams to say that he is doubtful of the action of tho'"* 
ileutUi Corfioration, that he eannol trust the Calcutta Corporatioii 
) its duty. He has repeatedly said that the ^oads on which ho wanliifl 
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the transfer of the Dwk Extension area from the Gnnlen Iteneh muni* 
eipality to the Calcutta CuriMirali^m, art* that the Garden Iteaeh muni- 
cipality did not do its duty, whereas the l*ort (\>mmisaioners tlunijjht 
that tlie (’alcutta Corporation will do its duty and spend such amount 
as may he necessary for the lietternient of that munici[mlity. The com- 
mittee apjwinted to p) into the whide lJUe^tion thought that if the I)f)ck 
Extension area was included, the whole of the Garden lt<Mich inunicijnil- 
ity ought t(» ])e included within the municipal Injundarit's of Calcutta, 
and we know, as a result of that re|K>it, the House d»‘<Mded that the 
whole of the (Jarden Reach munici|sdity should Ih‘ includfsl. 
The reanson why 1 am objecting to this amendment is not that the 
Cah'utta Cor]»firation will not spond this amount, hut it is the distrust of 
the Calcutta Cor[X)rntion to do their duty hy tho Garden Heac'h muni- 
cij>ality wliich has just heen included more at the request of the INirt 
Commissioners than that of the ('ah'utta ( VuqHiration. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I strongly HUp]H)rt th<» amendment 
of Mr. Stuart-Williams. I am sorry to find that Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur has opposed it. He is under the impression that the main 
portion of the (iarden Reach municipality is the Dfs ks. But I heg to 
suhniit, as has been pointed tnit hv Mr. D<‘puty-Presi<ient, the l)o<*ks 
consist of a vcin small jH>rtion of the (laiden Ihsich municipality. So 
far as I know the major portimi consists of huts belonging to the poor 
of that locality ami the “anitarN conditiem of tliat portion is very bad. 
The rate of mortality is very high and the finances of the municipality 
are in a very deplorable state. But in the case of the (!ossipor*‘-(.’hitpur 
municipality, there is a large number of jute presses, a large numlM*r 
of palatial buildings, and the rate of imuUlity in this munici)udity 
is much U>wer than even that of t'ahaitta, ami the stiit** of the /inances 
of this municipalitv is also sali>fnc torv as jM»int<Hl out by the (irivern- 
ment ('ommittm*. Notw itlistandiiig this fiu t, the* Cori»oration lia.s agr(H»<I 
to contribute no le’^s than a lakh of rupees per annum f{»r Crm.sipore and 
it is most regrettable tliat a member of the Cab utta Corporation has come 
forward and protested against the < ontributioii a lakh of rupees tiiwards 
the inifirovement of a munic ipality which ha« already been entrusted by 
this Council to the (’abutta Cor|K>ration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Ghose, you may «iH*ak now and at the same 
time move your amendment No. 2H2. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I rise to op|M>sie the amendmerit which has l>een 
movwl by Mr, S. (’. Stuart-Williams. Mr. Ibqmty-Preaidenl in »up]ior(- 
ing this amendment has said that if you want the amalgamation of the 
Garden Reach municipality, it imi.st lie on certain terms. J was sur- 
prised to hear him say that, because, as everybody know's, the amalguma- 
lion has already been made. It is a settled fact and ih^ amalgamation 
has been made without any terms whatever. As my friend, Babu Debi 
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Proflad Kbaitan, has pointed out the Garden Reach municipality has 
come within the limits of Calcutta of its own accnrd, and I suppose 
the municipality has rx)me within the limits of Calcutta, because the 
authorities of the municipality trust the Corporation of Calcutta. That 
is why, I take it they hare c^ome within the limits of Calcutta. Surely 
they cannot now turn round and say that they do not believe in the 
horta fideM of the Calcutta Corporation. 

The object of the amendment that stands in my name is very modest. 
I do not ask for any lar^re sum to In? t() the Maniktala municipality. 
I only want that the clause should comply with the terms of the 
decision of the Select Committee. It will appear that the clause, as 
it stands at present, is at variance with the decision of the Select Con4- 
mittee. The decision of the Select Committee was this. The majority 
decided that the condition for including the Maniktala municipality 
should Ik' that a statutory limit should be imposed on the Cor]>oration to 
sp«md not less tlian one lakh rupe<»s annuallv over and above the in- 
come derived from the Maniktala municipality on orif^inal works of 
improvement for t(Mi years. But in the claune T find that thwe words, 
namely, “<jver and nlx>ve the income derived fn)m the Maniktala muni- 
ci|xdity” do not occur, and therefore, t(» reitify that mistake I move 
my amendment which runs thus: — 

96B. The Corporation shall, bcKinning from the third year after the commence* 
merit of this A< t, s|H'nd nnniiHlIy for ten years on the execution of original improvo- 
mont work within the area which formed the Maniktala municiiwility br'fore the 
commencement of this Act, a sum of not less than one lakh of rupees in adthtion 
to the income derived from the said area. 

I hope, therefore, that Government will accept this amendment becau.se 
it only complies with the terms of the deci.sion of the Select (^iromittee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would ask Babu Ilcm Chandra \asker to move 
his amendment No. 2*11 , I want to pet all these moved topether. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA NABKER: I Ix^p to move that in clause 
DOB, lines 3 to 6, for the. wonls “annually for ten years a .sum of not 
less than one lakh of rupees on the execution of oripinal improvement 
works “ the followinp In* suhstituted, namely, — 

“an average of three lakhs of nipees a year, over and above the 
amount nnilised as revenues B*r>m the Maniktala municipal 
area, until such time as the Government an* satisfied that the 
more urgent improvements have been carried out.*’ 

The Committee appointed by the Oovemroent to report on the question 
of amalgamation which was presided over by no less a personage than 
the Advocate-General of Bengal, recommendetl after a careful considera- 
tion of the prtw and cons on evidence produced liefore them, the amal- 
gamation of Maniktala, subject to a statutory obligation being placed 
upon the Calcutta Corporation to spend an average of three lakhs of 
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rupees a year over and above the amount reaJiied an revenuea from 
Maniktala, until such time as the Government was satisfied that the more 
urgent improvements had been carried out. The Committee further 
say — 

We consider the imposition of this ttatotorr obligation of the icreatett isipor* 
tance and an integral part of oar proposals. Without this statutory oCSigation 
we are not prepared to recommend amalinonation. 

The Calcutta Corporation rejected the recommendation, hut intended to 
spend (»ne lakh of rupees, if pressed. The majority of the Selwt Com- 
mittee the Legislative Council decided that the condition for including 
Maniktala should be that a statutory liability should l)e imfwsed on the 
Calcutta Corjmration to s|>end not less than one lakh of rupees nj»nual!y 
over and above the incrune derived from Maniktala, on original works 
of iniproveincnt, for a |H*ri(Kl of ten years commencing after the expinition 
of three years from the date on which the amalgamation takes effect. 
Hut th(‘ chnisc JHUL as franunl, does not say that the ftmtrihution of one 
lakh is irresjKH tive of the revenues derived from Maniktala. Maniktala 
exjjects to get one lakh of rupees more after the revision of assessnuuit 
whicli comes after tlinv years. So T appeal to the Ifouse t(> consider 
the (juestion seriously and support the recommendations of the Govern- 
ment Committee presided over by the AdvwaU'-General of Bengal. 

Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: I move that in clause 96B, line 3, for the 
words “ annually for 10 years a sum of not lew than one lakh of rupees 
on the execution of original improvement works,” the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“on an average three lakhs of rupees a year, over and above the 
amount realized as revenues from Maniktala municipal urea, 
until such time as the Government is satisfied that the more 
urgent impiovements been carried out.” 

I bring forward this amendment as I find tlfat my amendment regard- 
ing the inclusion of the Maniktala municipality has not Wn accepted. 
The reason for moving my amendment is to make a provision of a statu- 
tory liability to be imposed on the Corporation to sfiend not Jess than 
three lakhs of rupees on original works of improvement in the Maniktala 
area. Fnder section 96B of the Bill the Corporation shall, beginning 
from the third year of the commencement of this Act, spend annually 
for 10 years one lakh of rupees over and ah^ve the income derived from 
the Maniktala municipality as it was before the commencement of 
Act, on such works of improvement as would be beneficial to the f»eople 
of the locality. Sir during the next 10 years there will he two revisions 
of aaseasment and a considerable sum could be set apart by the Calcutta 
Corporation within these areas on original wo/ks of improvement .in 
Maniktala, And if no money could be aei apart from ordinary income 

10a 
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the sum must be. provided for by raising a loan. Then again, the Com- 
mittee appointed by Government and presided over by the Advofate- 
General t/) cionsider the extension of the boundaries of Calcutta after a 
careful consideratio of the evidence placed before them recommended 
the incluNion of the Maniktula municipality on the express understand- 
ing that obligation nhould Ik* place<l on the Cor|>oration for spending 
three lakhs of rupees over and above the income derived from the revenue 
made of the Maniktala municipality, until such time that the Oovern- 
jnent was satisfied that the more urgent improvements had been carried 
out. The (lovemnient Committee stated that they considered the 
imposition of a statutory obligation as of greater importance than their 
proposal and they said that without this statutory obligation they were 
not prepared to recommend the amalgamation. The Corporation, how- 
ever, rejected the recommendation of the Government Conmiittee and 
accepted that of the Select (kimmittee w’hich im|K>s(Hl a statutory' obliga- 
tion to si»eml annually one lakh of rupei‘H a year over and alcove the 
income derived from Maniktala on original works of improvement for a 
period of 10 years. Even this limited obligation is debarred from the 
clause itself. I therefore think that the clause, as it appears in the Bill, 
cannot be acc<*pted. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT. DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): Mr 1) (\ (ihose has 

pointed out that the question of placing a statutory obligation on the 
Calcutta Corporation to spend a certain sum annually over and above 
.the income received from Maniktulu was cimsidered by tin* Select Com- 
mittee. We came to the conclusion that it is almost inevitable that the 
CoriKJrntion would he obliged to s|x»nd <>n ordinary routine services, in 
atteinjiting to bring them up t(c the (’uleutta standard, a sum (*onsideraldy 
larger than the pre^^ent income enjoyed by the Maniktala muni* ipulity. 
We therefore, thought that it would an adecpiate obligalion to place 
upon the (\)rporation, if you require them to spend at least c.rie lakh on 
original works, that is to »’a\ , to spend one lakh on loan i^harges, and 
from that fx^int of view we think that the Bill, as it stands at pre.sent, 
is probably pn*ferahle. Mr. Ghose's amendment is defective in form, 
as the amendment says in effect that the Corjxjration shall for 10 years 
sjx'nd on original works a sum of one lakh of nipoes total income 
received from the Maniktala iminicdpality which is not at all what 
he intended to state. And ns the Select Committee was clearly of opin- 
ion that the Cor|x>i’»tiou would not be able to evade its duty if it were 
required to sixuul at least one lakh on original works, we would prefer 
to^keep the Bill in this present form. 

MNl AMULYA OHONE ADDYl I am strongly oppoeed to the 
amendment which has \mn moved by Babu Hem Chandra Nasker as also 
the aznendment moved by Mr. S. Mahboob Aioy. The proposal is ta mahe 
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a eontrilmtioD of at least three lakhs rTf rupees from the funds of the 
Calcutta Corporation for (he maintenance of the Maniktala municipality 
in addition to their income. If we sanction that, we shall have to make 
similar contribution to the Oarden Reach muiiii inality and to the Cossi- 
jx)re-rhit|Mir municipality, that is to say, we shall have to ]ioy nine lakhs 
of rupees to these thre^ municipalities in addition to their income. It 
means that the (\)r|>oration of ('ahmttu shall have to increase their rates 
by about 1) per cont. for the maintenance of these three municipalities. 
The other day I stated what the state of the finances of the CoriMiration 
was. 1 have stated that there was a deficit of more than nine lakhs 
of rupees. I have also stated that the borrowing capacity of the C<»rpo- 
ration is going to be exhausted and even if we were to make uny contri- 
bution to the adjoining municipalities the Corporation of Calcuttii would 
1 h* under the jxiinful ncresNitx of irn iou'iiiig (he n»(es. Cnder the cin*um- 
stances, I do not think it is advisable to accept the suggestion which has 
be**n made by llabu Hem Chandra Nasker. He is a municipal commis- 
sioner of the Maniklalu municipality and so is .Mr. S. Muhho(d> Aley. 
ft is but natural that they should make such suggestions. Hut is it not 
advisable to taki* into cofisiderat ion their prcMUit iiictum*y 1 lit* ptest*nt 
income of the Maniktala municipality is about two lakhs anti I do not 
thiiik they are justified in asking the ('orporutitm of Calcutta to croitii- 
bute three lakhs for the improvement of that municipality. Ciitier thew^ 
ciicuinstunces 1 strongly ftppose these two amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT. We hav<*hear<l the other day fn»m the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of lsK*al Self-fJovernmeni that inasmuch 
us a special committee of Mr. Das hud recommended the omalgamati m 
of the Maniktala municipalitv with ('ulcutta, Government was bound to 
a(‘cc[>t that re( ommendHtioii and w^ould amolgamaU' it. Speaker after 
s|H*ak(*r in this Hou*'e has spoken on the subject fd amalgamation und 
has said that the Maniktala municipality was in a very bad jdight and 
that it ought to Ik* amalgamat*^} with the ('alciitta ( 'oriHUiition. If 
the Hon'hie the Minister in charge «if the ^ejuii tiiieiif of Ltual S<*lf- 
(foverninent is (‘onsisteiit, then 1 think he ought also to suplKirt tho 
other rectiinuiendatioij of the Das Comiiiittee whirh is this: — 

We r<»<nmmendt*d that the ManikUia miiniripalily be amnlgnmated with Um> 
CalcutU Corporation, subject to a atatiitory obligation being placed upon the 
Corp<»raii<»ri to sjveiKi an a^'erage of three lakhA of ru|Ms>N a year ovtsr and above 
the amount realiaed as rt*venueN from Maniktala, until Nuth time tin the Govern' 
meut waa aatiafied tlmt the more urgent improvemenU luul been carried out. 

So there are tw'o recommendations of th/* sj»ecial comini(ieo~-firMi 
that Maniktala ought to be amalgamated ; and MN*ondly, that it should 
be amalgamated subject to a condition that three lakhs of rupees should 
be spent annually by the Corporation of Oaieutta on Maniktala. I should 
like to know what the views of the Hon^ble the Minister are on the 
subje4 1. 
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The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; 1 will state my 

views at onee. My hoii’ble friend should not overlook the fact that 
this Committee was an advisory committee and that we were not bound 
to act^ept every recommendation made by it. We accepted some of 
the recommendations and we modified others, and we were quite within 
our ri^^-hts to do that. I do not think my hon’ble friend is quite 
riffht in saying that we are hound U) accept all the Aicoinmeudations of the 
(Committee. As I have already said that the Committee was only an 
advisory <*ne which submitted its rtK^ommendations for the considera- 
tiojk of the Select Committee and of the Government. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: 1 oppose all the amendments that 
have l)een moved. So far as Mr. 1). C. Ghose’s amendment is concerntHl 
I have not the slightest doubt that it was movwl by him under a grave 
mi'apiirehension. This matter, as Mr. Goode has already -itated, w’a^ 
fully considered not only at the Corporation meeting but also at the 
meeting of the Select Committee. So far as whut happened in the Select 
Committee, I cannot disclose because they are of a confidential nature. 
So far as the (Corporation is’concerned Mr. I). (J. Ghose will probably 
remiMnU^r that this question was consi<lered and according to their deci- 
sion the wording that Mr. I). C. Ghose now suggests conveys an ambigui- 
ty, viz., that it may mean that on original improvement not only one lakh 
of rupees should be spent annually but also the present income derived 
from the Maniktula municipal area and that whatever may have to l)e 
spent on ordinary municipal services would have to be found fiom 
either the increased income of the Maiiiktala area or fiom tlic 
revenues of the Calcutta Corporation. Certainly that is not the inten- 
tion of Mr. J). C. Ghose nor was it the intention of the Corponition when 
they accepted the statutory Kability of spending one lakh of rupees. The 
matter having been fully considered and in order to remove any ambi- 
guity that might arise, it was d(¥'ided not to have those words, and so 
those words d(» not find a place in the pr^nt clause 9GB. I do not think 
Mr. 1). C. Ghose intends that the Corjwratiou should carry on the ordi- 
nary municipal services oufaf the revenue derived from Calcutta aud also 
spend the present income derived from the Maniktula municipality plus 
one lakh of rupees on original works of improvement in that area. I do 
not think Mr. D. C. Ghose intends that. 1 therefore oppose that. 

So far as Mr. S. Mahboob Aley and Babu Hem Chandra Nasker are 
concerned, I oppose them because they are all of too ambitious a nature. 
When the proposal of including the Maniktala municipality was made 
tome of the residents of that area raised an objection, but the Corpora- 
tion thought that the inclusion of the municipal area was desirable for 
the expansion of Calcutta and fur the purpose of improving the Manik- 
tala municipal area and to show their bom Ar/rs, and to remove any 
auspioion, the Corporation conseiiied to accept a statutory liability to 
•pend one lakh of rupees out of its own revenue on original wodks of 
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improvement in the Maniktala area. A)iii now to say that three iakha 
of rupees should l)e spent is absurd as the present income of the Manik- 
taia municipality, as has been observed by Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, 
is very much less than that sum. The suggestion contained in the amend- 
ment is a very ambitious one and 1 do not quite understand how (ho 
movers could make up their mind to come before the House seriously 
with the proiJosal that the Calcutta Corjionitioti should be obliged to 
pay three times what they have consented to s[iend. It is quite clear that 
the Corporation realiie their resjMjnsibilitv and it must be rememliered 
that when the suburban areas were included in the past the Cor|Kinitiou 
spent sixty lakhaof rujiees instead of three lakhs of ru{)ees which w'as the 
statutor\' liahlitiy. So I ho[>e that the movers will have some confi- 
dence in the Corporation and will not press their amendments. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHANDRA CHOSE Bahadur: When the matter of 
the amalgamation of the Maniktula municipality came before this Coun- 
cil, I was of opinion that they might In? given three lakhs of rufwes a 
year. 1 did not think at the time that the Cossip(»re-Chitpur munici- 
pality and the Cardon Beach munit ipulity would l>e amalgumuted with 
the Calcutta Corporation, ^^>w, Sir, we, the ratepayers of ('alcutta — 
we, the residents of Calcutta — know that Uie Calcutta Corporation is not 
able to carry out its obligations to us. We do not get water on the first 
floor. They are Ixmnd to supply water to us. Before the Calcutta ('or- 
poratioii takes all the liabilities of those municipalities ui>on its shoulders, 
they ought to disrdiarge its duties and liabilities to us, the. ratepayers 
of Calcutta. 1 therefore think the Corporation has swallowed mure than 
it cun digest. It may be that we shall suffer for it. Therefore, I can- 
not under the circumstauies support that tbiee lakhs of rujiees should 
be* grunted to the Maniktala municipality. I am really surprised also 
at the terms of Mr. D. C. (iliose’s amejidmeiit. He says that one lakh 
of rupees should l>e sjient in addition to the income derived from the said 
area, that is to say, a lakh of rupees and the whole of the income and 
no exjienses! That is a sort of arrangement to which 1 say the residents 
of Calcutta have every right to object. 1 support the amendment for 
the grant to Cossipore-Chitpur municipality', but that also ought not to 
be over and above the gross income. It ought to be over and above the 
nett income. Lastly, I was surprised to hear from an Hon’ble memb<*r 
that Calcutta is expanding a lot and the Garden Reach municipality 
has no claims upon it. I disagree with that proposition. The natural 
expansion of Calcutta should be east and towards the south. 

I would not have taken in the Garden Reach municipality, but when 
it has been taken in I hope its claims will also be qpnsidered, hut 1 do not 
agree that a lakh of rupees should be given to them. What I suggest 
is that Rs. 50,000 should be given to them over and above their income. 

Kkm BalMBor iUwtvi WAilMUODIN AHMED: 1 did not wish to 
take part in this debate, But 1 am sorry to find that a certain set of argu- 
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merits is advanced when something is to be done and which are thrown 
aside when it is not convenient to accept them. The Boundaries Com- 
mission presided over by Mr. Das recommended that the Maniktala 
municipality should be taken in and they also recommended that there 
should be a statutory liability to spend three lakhs of rupees a year on 
improvpfnents in that area. Those retommendatioiiH must l»e 
accepted as a whole if they are to be accepted at all. When they 
say that Maniktala should lie included^ you acc ept their recommendation, 
but whciTi they say that you must spend three lakhs of rupees you do not 
accept their recommendation and say that you are not liound to accept 
their recommendation because it is only an advisory committee. But 
I say that you ought to accept the recommendations as a whole and when 
you refer to their recommendation you must refer to them as a whole. 
When you have taken over these municipalities you must spend suffi- 
cient money to improve them. If you cannot improve them then what is 
the good of taking them ovei and refusing the adeijuate share that is re- 
quired for their improvement ? Of course thw is the proposal to spend 
one lakh of rupees for ten years, but that is a very long time during 
which the people living in those localities will have to remain ns they 
are now because this one lakh of rupees is not very sufficient to bring 
about an improvement. Then it is argued that the. people of the 
Maniktala municipality did not object to the inclusion of their area 
within Calcutta, but they agreed on certain conditions. Some of them 
surrendered without any condition and some of them laid down the con- 
dition that a certain sum of money should be expended for their improve- 
ment. These, are the arguments that were advanced for the im lusion 
of the municipality. Now you have forgotten all that and say that 
you are not going to nc<‘ept the condition. You should have considered 
all these things beforehand, and if you cannot accept the condition, >011 
slmuld not have iruhided the Maniktala municipality witliin Cah ulta. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am very sorry that iny 
frieiitl, Khun Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed, has said all this 
without knowing the real ,sit nation. Nobody has ever said that Munik- 
tala was going to he taken on condition that we accepted a liability of 
three lakhs of rupees to l>e spent on that urea. This is purely an imagina- 
ti(»n. The Bill before ytm says — 

9CB. The CurporAtion shAll, beginning from the third yenr After the commence* 
ment of this Act, spend annuAlly for 1C yoArs n sum of not less than one lakh of 
ruiMH»s on the execution of original improvement works within Uk» area which 
formed the Maniktala moniciiiality before tlie (commencement of thin Act. 

Where on earth do you get this three lukhs of rupees and the Minister's 
promise? If anylHuly has got anything to say against the Minister 
for other reasons, let him do it but why fasten this upon him? My 
frifnd, Babu Sureiidra Nath Itay, started this idea hy saying that the 
Minister said this. 1 do not hohl any brief for the Minister Wause he 
is strong enough to defend himself. The people were praciiodlx 
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agreed that Maniktala should be included but inasmuch as the 
people of Cossipore-Chitpur were against their inclusion, the Minister 
said that he was not prepared to accept the projxisal. This is a 
new story altogether. It is no good saying that we have accepted thi^ 
and that. As a matter of fact, Mr. (hnyde tried his best to get this 010110 *^ 
8e<*ured for the Maniktala municipality as a statutory liability. But is 
one lakh of r\ipees for the execution of original improvements works 
sufficient? You will have to 8i>end lakhs and lakhs over that bill you 
cannot take the statutory liability up to that extent. The minimum 
liability has been fixed at one lakh of rupees and if that is not sj)ent, 
(lovernment will come down on us. I would ask Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Wasimuddin Ahmed to remember that when the Corporation took over 
the added area, which is now Bhowanipore, Ballygunge, right up to the 
fringe area, they took iiver an urea of TJJ sfjuare miles and the statutory, 
liability for that area was fixed at three lakhs of rui)ee8. Now Manik- 
taia has an area of square miles anil you want a statutory liability 
of 3 lakhs ! There imght to be some sense in the proimsal. Babu Hem 
Chandra Nasker says that three lakhs of rupees should l>e spent. I cun 
understand him: he is a Maniktala man, and if I was in his position I 
would have also pressed for that, but it is not for the members of the 
Council to take up that attitude. Therefore, we have agreed to accept a 
.statutory liability of one lakh of rupees. But I may remind you that when 
we took up the added area of 12 J square miles our statutory liability 
was th ree lakhs of rupees a year for ten years, but instead of s|KUiding only 
Its. 3t) lakhs during that period the C<»rponition sjient Ks. tl2 lakhs. My 
friend Kai Bahadur Jogendra Chuiider Chose knows how mui h mmiey has 
been spent on IJarish Mukherjee ami other roads. It will be seen that the 
CW|K)ration have sjient in 30 years not 30 x 3 = 90 lakhs but a g(M>d deal 
more: it will be nearly six crores. These promises mean nothing, 
Anybixly who knows how work is done in the CoriMiration will at once 
realize that these statutory liabilities are nothing. Take, for instance, 
the case of w ater-works extension. For this alone you will have to sj>end 
two to three lakhs of nj{>ees a year. There is, therefore, nothing in this 
except to create a difference and go to the lobby. We shall treat them as 
our own parts. Leave it to us, leave it to the gissl sense and the sense of 
justii'e of the (Corporation. As we have taken over the Maniktala 
municipality, we have provided for a statutory liability and in all fair- 
ness we shall see that at least this amount is spent. 

As regards Garden Reach, I want to say a few things to my hotChie 
friend over there, Mr. Stuart- Williams, and if after hearing me he insists 
on his motion, well then that is a different matter. If not, I wouhl usl^ 
him U> withdraw. First of all, so far as Garden Heai'h is c^mcerned, 
we did not lake it into our consideration when we took up the new 
water-works extension s<;heme. The result is that it will be necessary — 
from the n>ugh estimate that we have had from our Chief Kngineer — 
to spend about six or seven lakhs of rupees more for taking the main 
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pipe from Pulta to Tallu. That will go to make up seven lakhs of rupees 
and possibly the Chief Engineer is also of opinion that it would require a 
new zone main for taking it right down to that place. That, he says, 
will cost about 10 to 12 lakhs more. Then there is another fact, and it 
is this: you know tliat a sewerage system is absolutely necessiry and 
without which, at any rate in our country, no improvement can be said 
to be an improvement at all. To make a sewerage scheme, we may havq 
to find out a new outfall. I do not know' how much that will cost. It 
we have got to take to the Palmers Bridge Outfall Station, that will 
alone cost Us. 20 lakhs. Therefore, even if you have to introduce filtered 
water, that will in itself cost 12 plus 7 that is Us. 19 lakhs. Therefore, 
it is useless asking us to spend only a lakh of rupees. We are bound to 
spend more for you, and it is natural that the Corporation w'ill be more 
generous to those who have willingly come to us than to others. If w'e 
have got to make a slight alteration in the w'ater>works system, tha^ 
alone will cost Us. 20 lakhs which means double of 10 lakhs in ten years. 
1 would therefore ask my friend to <’onsider all this. 

As regards Mr, I). C. Gho.se \s motir)n, J do not understand what led 
him to jump on this, lie was on the ('ommittee or po.ssibly he was absent 
from the Committee on that day and he now* comes in with this motion : — 

The Cori»orution shall, twi;innint( from the third year uft4>r the c^nunem.'^ 
Iiient of this act, NiHUid annually for ttm years on the execution of ori^'inal improve- 
mont work within the area which formed the Maiiikiulu municipality befcre tlio 
cHirninencemeiit of this Act, a sum of not less than one lakh of ru{>i>e>i in addition 
to the income derived from the said area. 

Now, the income is bound to go up and on original works we shall have tg 
spend one lakh plus whatever the income might he — it may be six lakhs, 
eight lakhs, or ten lakhs. We go on spending in geometrical progression. 
No t^irporution in the w'orld can do that. It means that if the income of 
the municipttlity in one year is six lakhs of rupees then we will have to 
spend six lakhs of rupees plus one lakh, and in another, if if is eight 
lakhs of rupees then we will have to spend that amount plus one lakh 1 
That is impossible. Afte(j,all it is a quetsion of money. Without mune;]| 
no improvement can lie effected. Give me sufficient money, and if you 
so desire, I can strew the streets of (.'alcutta with thick leaves of gold. 

1 accept this section 9(>B as it stands in the Bill. l*he matter has been 
fully explained by Mr. Goode and I do not think any interference is 
called for. 

Ufa $• Wa COODEs 1 think Government must support Mr. Stuart- 
Williams' pniposal to provide a statutory obligation in respect of Garden 
Reach also. Similar provision has been made in respect of Maniktala 
amt Babu Surendra Xalh Mallik hinnielf uas proposed it in respect of 
Cossipore-Chitpur, and it seems only fair that all these added areas 
should be treated equally. Babu Surendra Nath Mallik'a main objection 
to Mr. 'Williams’ proposal is that the Corporation must inevitably spend 
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e4>naiderabiy more than one lakh of rupees per annum on Garden Reach, 
but nevertheless I think the Garden Reach people will probably be better 
satisfied if they have it in black and white that the Coriioration will hare 
to s})end one lakh of rupees a year. Therefore, on l)ehalf of Government, 
I desire to accept Mr. Williams’ amendment. 

Mr. S. Mahboob Aley’s amendment wa.s then put and lost. 

Babu Hem Chandra Nasker’s amendment being i’onstH(uentiul was 
covered by the above decision. 

Mr. D. C. Gliose’s amendment was then put and lost. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mtillik’s amendment was then put and agreed to. 
Mr. S. C. Stuart-Williams’ amendment was then put and a division 
taken w ith the following results : — 

AYES. 


M<fy, Babu Amutya Ohona. 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvt Yakulnuddin. 

• Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Ail, Mr. Byad Naalm. 

Ail, Mun»hl Ayub. 

Avam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Banariaa, tha Hon'bic Sir Surandra Nath. 
Bentlay, Or. C. A. 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 

BIrlay, Mr. L. 

Bate, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur MauivI Haftxir 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble tha Nawab talyld 
Nawrao Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Mautvi 
Ramatjan. 

Oat, Babu Bhlthmadtv. 

Oaara, Major-Ctnaral B. M. 

Donald, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. 

Oanevan, Mr. <1. T. 

Otttt, Mr. Ajey Chundrr. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Parrqui, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Forraetar, Mr. 4. CampbaR. 

Ghott, Ral Bahadur dafcndra CiNmBar. 
Coaea, Mr. B. w. 

Homall. Mr. W. W. 

HwitUiBford, Mr. 0. T. 


Huq, Maulvi EkramuL 
Karim, Maulvi Failal. 

Khan, Babu OtRendra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid'Ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvt Md. RaBqua Uddln. 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Laar, Raja Rathae Oata. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur at Burdwafi, 
the Nan’bia tha. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlpIn, Mr. M. 0. 

I Mittar, tha Han'bla Mr. F. C. 

I Maltra, Or. datfnBra Nath, 
i MuherKt, Mr. B. 0. 

I Muhhtrjl, Frafaetar B. C. 

Natkcr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla Bir Abd ur>. 

> Ray. Babu Burandra Nath. 

’ Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krithna Chandra. 

: Rt.hl, Babu Railk Chandra. 

Rry, Mr. BIjoypraaad BlngJi. 

. Roy, Mr. C. N. 

i Ray, Mr. 4. N. 

i Barhar, Babu 4 obmIi Chandra. 

I Barkar, Babu Rithindra Nath. 

Btephrnton, tM Nan'bla Mr. H. L. 
i Blttart-wmiama, Mr. B. C. 

Btthrawardy, Dr. Naaaan. 

1 VIBIara« Mr. F. E. B. 


MOCS. 


AtiaL Nawahaada K. M., Khan BalaMir. 
AH, Mr. Byad EHan. 

Banariaa* Dr. Pramathanatt. 

Banariaa, Rhi Bahadiw Ahinaah Ohandra. 
Banna, Rai BaMh Pa n ah ana n. 

Chaudmirt, Bahu Klaharl Mahan. 
ChaaBhuti, Ral Ma ra ndr anath . 

Cahan, Mr. a 4. 

Oa, Ral Bahadur P a nlad ra M I , 

Oatt, Ral lahadar Or. Nart dhaa 


Ohaaa, Mr. 0. 0. 

Khaltan, Baba Paul Praaad. 

MaBIk, Babu Bur a n d ra NaOL 
Mukbapadhaya, Baba Barat Ohandra. 
Rah aa ni, Mr. Ahdar. 

Ray, Kumar Bhib BhakharaaiMr. 

Ray, tabu Ba f in dra Malh. 

» Ray, tabu RahM RattL 
Ban, Baba ManI LaL 
BdBmMaardy, BN*'* NaaajfB BhaBnad. 


The Ayea beiog 50 and the Noen 20, the motion wbb csiridd. 
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Mr. PRESIDEMTs The word ** and ** in the beginning of Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik’s amendment carried previously will, of course, 
be removed. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: One point arises. I am informed that there is 
now no iSoiith Barrackjx)re municipality but that South Barrackpore 
has l>eeii fonned into BarrackiK>re and Kharda municipalities. The 
other members of the Housi? have more local information on the sub- 
ject than I have. Would any hon’ble member kindly inform me? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. This point may be raised when the Council 
reaches clause 244. 

Babu tlATINDRA NATH BASU. Clause G1 provides for the appoint- 
ment of certain sujjerior offu-ers of the Cor|x>ration. llie offit^ers that 
are nuine<l in the clause are the Chief Executive Officer, ('hief Engincxjr, 
Chief Accountant, Health Officer and Secrt*lary. In ixiragruph 2 of 
this clause it is stated that the Cor|K>ration may also a[>iK)inf, for such 
IK»rio<ls as they think fjt, not more than two Deputy Executive Officers, 
and may fix their montlily saluries and allowances. My amendment * 
w'cks to delete the secofid [Miragraph which i)rovidps for the apiK)intment 
of tw'o Deputy Executive Officers. I projsise this amendment IxMause 
it is not necessary to provide in this Bill for the a})jx>intment of an c/fficer 
of this class. For instance, if you want a Deputy Engineer or an 
Assistant Engineer or an Engineer in charge of water-works or of drain- 
age, you do not jinivide for them in the Act. The Cori)oration has tlio 
lH)wer to aii]H)inl these officers. As regards the Ac’coiintant, they may 
reiiuire a Deputy Accountant, and so in nssjiect of the Health Officer, 
the (N)rfx)ruti<m may reipiire a Dt»puty Health Offu'cr. As a mutter of 
fiu't about 15 or 20 ytNirs baik, there w'as a lX*puty Ilmlth Officer, but 
this apjx>intment was not mentione<l in the Statute. Si) there is no 
occasion for the iXputy Exe<’utive Otficer Ixung mentioned in the 
Statute, fxH'aufx* then* are no statutory functions to Ix' exercised by these 
officers. U ruler clause 11 of the Bill the (.hief Executive Officer will 
have the jxjwer to deleg^ite to any officer of the (V>rix)nition any of the 
jxiwers that are vested in him under this Bill. Therefore, he may 
delegate his |x>wer either to the Dejnity Executive or to the A.ssistani 
Executive Officer or to whatever other officer he thinks most convenient 
for the transact itm of business. Why should a statutory sanction l)e 
given only in the c^we of these two Deputy Executive Officers? Supixjse 
an Assistant Health Officer or a IVputy AiTountant or a Deputy Secre- 
tary or an Assistant Secretary is retjuired, why are they not mentioned 
and why should the Deputy Executive Officers alone should Iw mentionetl? 

Dr. PRAMTHANATH BANERJEA: 1 movt that in clause 61 (/), 
imragraph 2, line 2, for the wonls “ not more than two ** the letter 
** a ** be substituted and for the woed “ officers ” in line 3 the word 
“ officer ** be substituted. 
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My object in moving this Amendment Is that I want to replace the 
number of Deputy Executive officers. In these days of economy and 
retrenrhincnt we should have as few highl,v>paid offi<‘ers as ait* alwHilutely 
necessary for the |ninx>se of carrying on the administration of the C(W- 
poration. I know that the work of the (’hief Executive Officer will lie 
very much lighter in futiirt' than it is at present, in view of the fact 
that a considerable jwrt of his duties will la* taken over by the eleided 
Mayor, I do not think that it will l>e necessary for the ('hief Executive 
Officer to l)e asHi>ted by two Deputy Executive Officers. 1 think that 
one Dejnity Executive Officer will lie (juite able to |K»rforin the duties. 
I therefore suggest that the numW lx* rtnluced from two to one. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that in clause 
for the second j)oragrai»h thereof, the following W substituted: — 

“ Tlie ('orjioration may also ap{M>int. for such jieriod ns they may 
think fit, a Dr»puty Executive Offii'cr, and may fix his monthly 
salary and allowances.” 

My objecd in moving this amendment is simply to reduce the numls'r 
of Ih'puty Executive Officers from two to one. I understand that the 
purjKise of my friend. Dr. Pramathunath Banerjea, is ]>raclif‘ally the 
same although he lias put it in different words. In justification of what 
I have proiKised here 1 would fH»int out that ui>-to-date t)H*ro w<*re two 
officers in the (’orjxiration, viz., the Vice-('hairman and the Di'puly 
(ffiairman, which jx>stN are now pro|>osfMl to l>e occupied by two offi('«*rs 
who would 1 h» called Deputy Executive Officers. It might ls‘ asked 
why then, know ing that there are two officers w'ho are jxii<l high salaries 
by the rorj»oration,I am projxising the reduction of the numlier. T w'ould 
explain mv pr>int. 

During the last few years, esjuvially during the last ten years, I 
may say that the Eorporalioii has develojXMl a* method of doing their 
work by means of committees. Befon* the days of Sir (ffiorles Allen, 
there are very few' eominittei*s and naturally the then (ffiairman had 
to give a very small amount of his time for the piiryiose of prt^siding over 
committees. Since the days of Sir Charles Allen, the committees have 
multiplied and have liecome very large in ntimlxT. During the last 
five or six years the number of committees have multijdieil to such an 
extent that ray friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mnilik — I am sorry' he is 
not present here — will corroborate roe when I say that at least half of 
his energy and half of bis time nowadays is taken up by cororaittees. 
Some of us, municifial commissioners, who are associated with him in 
this work, know full well that firno half past three in the afternoon 
to 6 or 6-*0 r-M., or even later we lave to sit in committees, over almost 
all of which the Cbaimian has to preside. Only diiriug the last year, 
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the Corporaticm introduced an innovation in having some of these com- 
mittees without the Chairman as a member. The result was that the Chair, 
man was relieved to a certain extent, but even now the Chairman, as I 
have already said, has to give about half of his time to the management of 
these committees. This Bill seeks to introduce a different method 
altogether. The Corporation is now going to be a separate body and 
the Executive Officer is to be the heed of the Executive. The Corpora- 
tion will be presided over by the Mayor and the Mayor will be presiding 
at the meetings of the Corporation and there would be Presidents for 
different Standing Committees and that presidentship will go to the 
members now and not to the Chief Executive Officer. That being so, 
I resi>ectfully jwint out to the Minister and to everyone concerned that 
there would l)e a material difference Wtwecn the present state of affairs 
and what would subsecjuently arise. That being so I hold that much of 
the time of th(» Chairman or the Chief Executive t)ffi(‘er will be saved. 
That is one of the princijuil reasons why I thought <hat instead of hav- 
ing three heads in the Coiiwration viz., the Chairman, the Deputy Chair- 
man and the Vice-(’hainnan, we might take advantage of the altered situa- 
tion and reduce the number to two, viz., the Chairman and the Vice-Chair- 
man or if you wish to call them, the Chief Executive Officer and the Deputy 
ExtKuitive Officer. My friend. Balm Jatindra Nath Basu, has altogether 
tritMl to do away with the Deputy Executive Officer. I would j>oint 
out that there is at least one im|>ortant business which must be delegated 
to the Deputy Executive Officer, viz., the trying of assessment 
cases. These assessment cases are very large in nnmlM'r and 
require a large amount of time for their disjiosal. At the 
present moment, Calcutta is dividt^l into North and South ]K)r- 
tions and the Vice-Chairman and the Deputy Chairman divide 
the work botwt'en them. As 1 have air<»ndy pointed out if the Chair- 
man is relieved of these duties in connection with committees and if the 
work is readjusted l>e(ween the different officials, it w’ould be jwssible 
to do the assessment w’ork with the help of one Deputy h^xeculive Officer. 
By this we make a •saving of no less than a sum of Rs. 17 or 18 
thousands, heaving aside his office and other appurtenances. The Oor- 
pomiion is going in for retrenchment. Retrenchment in clerks or duftries 
is no goo<i. This is the opjiortunity. If you want seriously to help 
the Corfioration in the retrenchment work, well, I point out that this 
is the occasion when you can do so. This matter, I would once more 
point out, was before the Municipal Bill Committee and the Municipal 
Bill Committee agreed with the views which I am now asking you to 
accept. It was subsequently in the Corporation by mere snatch voting 
that two Deputy Executive Officers were retained. I wish that members 
of this liegislative Council will dis{sissionately go into this matter and 
loi>k into this from the point of view which I have explained to them. 
If it be imsible to give the Corporation a chance of saving Rs. 1,500 
or so a month, 1 hope that it will be done. 
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Bibu JATINDRA NATH BASUs I to move that in linaa 2 and 3 
of the proviso to clause 61(7), for the words ‘^officers referred to in this 
sub-section” the words ‘Thief L'xecutive Officer, Chief Engineer, and 
Health Officer” be substituted. 

The amendment seeks to make an alteration in the proviso 61(7). 
Under this clause the Corporation is authorited to appoint some of it^ 
principal officers. The proviso to the clause states that the appointment, 
salary, allowance and conditions of service of the t>fficer8 referred to in 
this sub-section and any action taken by the Corponition with a view to 
the termination of their appointments shall In* subject to the approval of 
the local Government. In the.se days of decentralisation, we should confei; 
as much power ns po8.sihle on the Corjwrntion. 1 have, therefor<\ 
suggested that as regards Government sanction the officers who should 
be included in this provi.so should be only the Chief Executive Officer, 
the Chief Engineer, and the Health Officer, becau.se these are officers 
who are specialists and in many cases have to be obtained from outsitle 
India. It is, therefore, pn^bably ne<‘essary for the present that the 
Government shrmld have a voice in the conditions of their employment. 
But why should you include the Chief Accountant and the Secretary in 
this provi.so? Why make the conditions of their appointnjents subject 
to the sanction of Government? You can have a very go(Ml Accountant 
here and you ( an also get a very gcMid Secretary bwally; the Cor|>oratioi\ 
should be the final authority to decide the conditiems U|K>n which they 
should be employed. On these grounds I move the amendment that 
stands in my name. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I am afraid I must oppose the attempt cither to 
do away with the Deputy Executive Officers or to reduce their number. 
With all respect to my friends Bahu Jatindra Nath Basu and Dr. Bra- 
matha Nath Banerjea, I am afraid I must say that they are not familiar 
with the work that is done in the Corporation office. The work there 
is ver>', very heavy and having regard to the fact fbat we have added huge 
areas to the limits of Calcutta that work is going to be enormously 
increased. Therefore, without two Deputy Elxecutive Officers, it wdll 
be absolutely impossible for the Chief Executive Officer to transact, 
business properly. He must delegate many of his functions to these 
Deputy Executive Officers. As Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has 
said, in the Corporation by a very narrow majority the posts of two 
Deputy Executive Officers were recommended to be retained in the Bill. 
But the Corporation bad not in mind then that enormous areas were 
going to be added. Now that Cossipore-Cbitpur, the whole of Garden 
Reach including the Dock areas and Maniktala have been added to the 
limits of Calcutta, I think ibai the posts of two Deputy Executive Officers 
ought to be retained and we ought not to interfere with the provision 
in the Bill. 
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Btbti AMULYA DHONE ADDY* I entirely a^ree with Mr. D. C. 
Chose that the posts of two Deputy Executive Officers should be retained 
at present. We have now' got a Deputy Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, 
and as we are going to increase the area of Calcutta by the inclusion of 
Maniktala, (JossiiK)re-Chiipur and Garden Reach inunicii)alities, it is 
right and just that the services of these two officers should be retained. 
It has been said that some retrenchment .should be made by the reduction 
of at least one of these officers. I beg to submit that if this course is 
taken, it will seriously affect the efficiency of municipal adfninistratiou 
of (’alcutta. This suggestion was made by Dr. Dutt in the Select 
('ommittee and it was not accepted by tlmt Committee; but as regards 
the amendment of Babu Jutindra Nath Basil I will strongly support it 
bei uuse it appears that it is only in the case of the Chief Executive 
Officer, the Chief Engineer, and the Health Officer that the decision of the 
(’orporution should be subject to the approval of Government. 1 under- 
stand that this is in accordance with the provisions of the existing Act. 

Bsbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITANs I regret that the debate on tlie 
provisions of this Bill has been carried on under a misunderstanding of 
iho wlwdc of clause fll. The iUH‘-essity for mentioning certain offi<‘<Ms 
in Nuli-clauHe (/) of <dause (11 was not whether the Corpcuatimi, 
irres|»ective of this clause, had the right to appoint officers or not. but 
the necessity of naming certain officers in clause til, sul>-cl.'iuse (/) 
is due to the proviso which governs Imth the paragraphs preceding it, 
vi*., that the appointment, .salary, allowances and conditions of service 
of the officers referred to in this siili-section and any action taken by tha 
Corporation wtih a view to the termination of their appointment shall bo 
subject to tlie approval of the liaal Government. Therefore, in con- 
sidering the amendments that have been placed before this IIou.se, the 
whole crux that should decide the issue is what officers to be appointed 
by the Coniorntion should be allowed to remain subject to the contnd j»f 
the liK'ul Government, by which I mean which officers’ ap|)oiiitmenls. 
salaries, allowances andi conditions of service and termination of their 
appointments should be under the control of the Iwal G(»vernment, and 
w hatever officers this House diH'ides not to leave under the control of the 
local Goverfiment but to the absolute di.scretion of the Corporation, their 
names have got to Ih' left out of clause 61. The Bill, as originally drafted, 
left the Cliief Executive Officer, the Chief Engineer, and the Health 
Officer, and not more than two Deputy Executive Officers under such 
control of the loi'al Government. Subsequently, the words “Chief 
Accountant and SeiTetary” were added not because it was the desire 
of anybody to place their services in the same position as regards the 
local Government ns the Chief Executive Officer, the Chief Engineer and 
the Health Officer, but simply because the words “Chief Accountant and 
Becrt^tary” found a plai'e in some clauses of the Bill. It was forgotten 
that it was because of the proviso that certain officers were named in thi^ 
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elMue. If the amendmenf of Bahu Jatifidni Nath'Basu, vii., <he Chief 
BxeetiiiTe Officer, the Chief Kiiffineer, anti the Health Officer be adopted 
in the proviso, then it ia abatiluiely itiiiiiaterial wWt happeiia to the othe^r 
aniendnienta, because the (brporation have always gfA the rifrfit to appoint 
one or more officers and they need not appoint two Deputy b'xet'utive 
Officers aithoufrh the words mcur there. The whole crux of the din isiotj 
rests on the amendment moved by Babu Jatiiidra Nath Basu. If that lie 
not acceptetl by the House, then it will lie for the House to consider 
whether they are willing to place the np|M)intment and termination of 
the appointment of one or two l>puty Executive Officers under the control 
of the local Government. There is n<i reason whatsoever why tha 
appointment and dismissal of the Chief Accountant and Secretary and 
more than one Deputy Executive Officer should he under control of tha 
local Government. Even at present, it is only the up(H)intinenl ami 
dismissal of the Deputy (*hairnian that is under the control of Govern- 
ment, and there is no reason whatsoever why the interference of the 
Im'al Government in regard to the other Deputy Executive Offii er should 
lie extended. In these circumstances 1 support the amendment Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu and if that is accepted, it is absolutely immaterial 
whether the other amendments are accepted or not. 

Tht Hon'lile Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAs 1 think at this 
stage I should make a statement on behalf of Government in connection 
with these amendments. We op^Hise the amendment for the reduction 
of Deputy Executive Officers to one, I may |)oint out to my friends that 
it is quite optional with the Corporation to apjioint one or more I)eput>^ 
Executive Officers. The wording of the seidion is that the Corimration 
may appoint and, therefore, the discretion is given to the (/NirfMiration 
to appoint only one Deputy Exec utive Officer if the CorfMiration (hinki 
fit. If the Coqioration, liavtng irgard to the volunu* of W'ork iM'foro 
it, comes to the conclusion that not more than one Deputy Executive 
Officer is required, surely the (\»rporatioii will not waste its funds by, 
appointing a second Deputy Executive Officer# Therefore, 1 think it 
is quite clear that that amendment is uncallerl for, full diw’retion lieing 
given to the Corporation in this matter. It seems to roe that if I may 
speak as an cmisider, two Deputy Exe<'Uljve Officers will be needed. 
My friend Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has referred to the sejia ration 
of the <»ffice of Chairman into two branches. At the present moment, the 
Chairman of the Corporation is president of the meidings of the 
Corporation and of the Sub-committees of the Corporation, but he will, 
under this Bill, no longer preside over the deliberations of the Corpora- 
tion or of thoae Committee#. To that extent relief will be afforded to 
him, and my friend urge# that having regard U> the leisure that he will 
ihn# oomnuuid he will be in a better position to attend to his executive 
dnlie#, and, therefore, a second I>Bputy Executive Officer will not be 
needed; hut the hon*ble member oveiiooks the fact ibai there ha# beefi» 

11 • 
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HA ha« been pointed otit by xny friend, Mr. D. C. Ohoee, a wide exieo* 
»ion of the municipal area of Calcutta which will involve (merous, and 
rcHtrict the number of Deputy Executive Officers, especially in view of 
restric^t the number of Ileputy Executive Officers, epecially in view of 
the fact that it is in the {Kiwer of the Corporation to limit the number, 
l^ierefore, on theae grounds, Government xnutft oppose ibe bmend* 
merit. 

As regards the second amendment, vk., the removal from Govern- 
ment control the appointment and pay of the Secretary and Chief 
Arrcountant. I am prepared to accept it. We cannot accept the amend- 
ment as it is. We accept the principle and we shall give you the draft 
almost immediately. 

Mri 8t Wf GOODE 8 What Government would suggest in regard to 
the amendment No. 2(K1 is that we should make provision for the appoint- 
ments and conditions of service of the Chief Executive Officer, the Chief 
Engineer, and the Health Officer, and the Deputy Executive Officer or 
Officers, but we would accept Mr. Basil’s suggestion to remove the 
Chief Accountant and Secretary from the control of Government. If he 
would be prepared to accept a compromise on these lines, I would, with 
your |>ermission, move that the proviso should run as follows: — 

“Provideil that the appointment, salary, allow’unces, and conditions 
of sei-vice of the (-hief Executive Officer, Chief Engineer, Health 
Officer, and Deputy E'xecutive Offic er or Officers and any action taken 
by the Coi|M»ration with a view to the termination of their ap{K)intment 
shall be subject to the approval of the local Government.” 

Balm JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I would accept the suggestiorv 
thrown out by Mr. Goode, and I beg to withdraw' the amendment that 
stands in my name. 

The amendment standing in the name of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. — 

The ainendinent standing in the name of Dr. Pramathanath Barierjea 
was then put and lost. 

The amendment standing in the name of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The follow'iiig proviso, as modified hy Mr. GcHnle, was then put and 
carried in jdaw of the existing proviso in the Bill : — 

"Provided that the appointment, salary, allowances and conditions 
of service of the Chief Executive Officer, Chief Engineer, Health Officer 
and Deputy Executive Officer or Officers, and any aciion taken hy the 
Corporation with a view to the termination of their appointment sliaU 
be subject to the approval of the Local Oovernment,'* 
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Clause 62. ' 

Shab Syed Knidadul Haq beiii^ absent the folbiwiiig atnendiiieiit 
standing in his name was deeineil to be withdrawn : — 

**That in rlause 62, penultimate line, the aords “but he shall nut 
vote upon, or make, any proposition at such meeting*’ be omitted. 

Ci*ArsK 66. 

BilHl dATINDRA NATH BASUS I move that in clause (i6(h^, lines 
2 and 3, for the words “leave alhiwaiices, acting allowances, deputation- 
allowances” the word “allowances” l>e substituted. 

This clausf* autborixcs the Corjamition to grunt certain ullowuiu'es 
i.e., allowances mentioned in clause 66(h). But there are many other 
allowances, for instance, grain allowances during famines, and »‘(»nvey- 
ance allowances for <»flicers who have to d<» a large amount of outdooi- 
work, and these are not named. The (%»rporatlon should have the 
authority to gnuit these allowances also. I have, therefore, suggesle<l 
that instead of naming the allowances sj»e<*ificully, we should give thn 
Corporation |H)wer to make rules regulating the grant of leave, allowances 
genenilly, pensions, bonuses and gratuities to muni( ipul otfu'ers and 
servants. This avoids the anomaly and will give the (^»rjs)nition the 
power w hich they should have. 

Th«H(m’M«8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEAl Uovernment 
have n(» objection in accepting the amendnient. 

The motion w^as put and agreed to. 

Baby BURENORA NATH MALLIKs I move that in the sr^cond 
pnn'iso to claum* 66, line 6, after the wor<l “de|i«iriment” ilie words “on 
their jjaying wiiliin six months from the men cement of this Act 
their share of contribution to the said fund for tltb said }ieriisJ in acc 4 >rd- 
ance with the rules hitherto in force ” Is* ins«*rted. 

This has lHH*n put in for an obvious purjiose. If the offioi^rs of the 
Plague Ihqiartmeni w'ani to get the laMiefit of the Pnjvident Kun<l, they 
ought to contribute. 1 do not think that any further observations are 
ueceesary. 

TIm HMPMt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANIRdlAS Govemment 
accept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Btim JATINORA NATH BABUs 1 move that in clause 66(e), 
line B, for the wonl “ meniala ** the word ** employees be eul^titutod. 

11 A • 
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I ntroii^ly object to the une of the expression “ menials '' witl 
ri^fenMice to any rautiicipal servant in this Bill. If the exin*essioi] 
“ erniiloyees ” is snbstituted, the Coqwration will have the power k 
iuak(‘ rules as to which class of employees the co-operative credit socie- 
ties should relate. I’hat will avoid any difficulty as to employees 
meanini^ very hiKhly-jjaid offif^rs of the CorjK>ration, because I believe 
that the intention of including this sjiecial cla.ss was that the subordinate 
staff of the (k>riK)rati(»n should have the Ixmefit of co-oiierative credit 
societies ifistead of ffettini,^ into the hands of Kabulis and other money- 
lerohos. The (’or|>oration may make rules that employees of the Cor- 
imration drawinjf a salary not alxiv© Its. 40, 50, 00 or 75 jier month 
will have the Is'iiefit of these societies. I do not think that we should 
offend anv class of enijdoyees of the (’or|¥>nitioTi by caJlinff them 
nuMiials.” I therefore projioHe that the word “ employees should 
Im* substituted for “ menials.” 


Bftbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: In usinfif the word ” menials ” 
iH» insult was meant, nor was any anli<i|)ttted. It was merely by way of 
tleiiiarcation that this was clone. It is intended for the lalK)urin#f staff, 
(•oedies, met hers, etc., f<»r whom we wanted to do something by way 
<»f Indp. Two years af^o when the Hon’ble Mr. Donald was Chairman 
of the (\>rporation, this (piestion was niise^ by myself and it was found 
on a refeivro’e to the rules that we had not );f(d the j)ower. That is 
why \M^ are now takin^f [>ower to put them within the f(dd of co-opt»ra- 
tive societies. That was the idea. At the present time clerks drawing 
|my Its. dO and iipwards have got co-o|x‘rative scH ieties of their own 
already, so that if you put the word “employees” that would not give 
the real meaning which we wanted for this particular section of the 
Cor|siraliorrs servants. It i.s these class<‘s of people, namely, the 
labouring secHon, methers, dailies and carters, for whom we wish this 
advantage to l>e secured. In view' of what I have said I do not know 
if mv friend, Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, will still desire that the word 
sliould be alteriMl. Some difficxilty will exist because we want exactly 
to find out a term which will convey the meaning that we want it to 
convey. No doubt ” menial ” is a word which is not a happy one to 
have in an enactment, but it is so expressive and so exactly conveys our 
meaning that I do not think any changt' is necessary. That is my point 
of view, Sir. 

Bnbu AMULYA OHONE AODYl I oppose this amendment. I ani 
sim^ that it will lie a misleading one and that it will be a dangerous 
wdipm in the hands of the Corporation, because if w© allow the expres- 
sion “ emidoyees ” the officers and the heads of the several depart- 
ments^ the C^cutta Corporation are likely to exercise undue influenoe 
over the members of the Corporation. I know of a case in which the 
fair rent of a house which is in the occupation of some municipal officer 
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ift about Kn. 500 a mouth, but that bmlUiug haa been let out on a rent 
equal to 5 per cent, of the salary of tliat offic'er which aiuount<< to say 
Ha. 25 or Its, 30. Very recently it has lieen iuerea.swl to 10 \m cent, 
of the salary. 

Mbu tURENDRA NATH MALblKt What ba.^ this got to tlo with 
the motion under diMcunaion^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT • You need not jfo lieyond the exai t ditfereioM' in 
meaniiifi: lielwtnuj “ einploytH*!!! *’ and “ ineiiial'i.’' 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADOY: What 1 to Huhmit in that it 
is for the coolies and luethers of the (*or}iorution that sanitarv hotisiv* 
Hhould 1 m‘ built and not for the hi|^hly>{»aiti oHirers of the ('ot )M)rutioit. 

BMnj OEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I have Old y one sU|trK*^^lh)n to 
Innki^ My friend, itabii Surendra Nath Mallik, has lulinittrd that no 
insult was iiuMut, and in faet no offiuo’e t'ould have Ishmi meant in the 
use of the word ** menials,*’ hut at the same time, to eall a man a 
menial is rather insulting, and eonve\s an insulting si^'iiifii ane 4 *. 

Bibu SURENDRA NATH MALtIK: One need not rail a man by 
that name. 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I would only that 

insteail of the word “ employ<H* ” without any (|Uuiitieations, it may 1 h* 
stated “an employee in rei eipt of a salary not exeeediiiff Rs. LMt or 
U.s. 3(t jsM mensem.” In this way if we are a|>le to help a ehuk it will 
1h* doiiiff somethin^^ for him; although the numlier of sueh elerks is few% 
it diHvi not iiiatU*r; hut the offensive exj>ression will have disapjM’arvil. 
If Mr. Mallik is ineliiUHl to accept my sngj^-estion, the diHieulty may lw» 
solved. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: I have little to mld%> what Mr. Mallik has 
stated. He has said that eo-o|ierative societies are not prf>|M»si‘d to 1 m' 
founded for the Isuiefit of the clerks. They have alri^iuly j^ot their owui 
sCH’iety and the (Vir|s»ratioii relics upon their enter|irise ami thrift 1(» 
take the initiative in this direction themselves; but the ( Wfsiiutioni 
desires to assist the menial establishinent, such as cofdies. sweejiers, and 
so on, in the foundation of a sisdety of this kind. 

As rejfards the objection that has lieen rai.sinl a^iinst the word 
“ menial,” I consider it to lie somewhat hyiiercritical. The plirasi* 
** menial estahlishment ** is a perfectly welUreco^nised jdirasi* in (lov- 
ernment serviit*, atid it has been in use for years in the f'or|>onitioo 
also. We should prefer on the whole to leave this clause as it i# 
drafted. 
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Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA; I do not think any harm 

will enHUe if the araendment of Babii Jatindra Nath Baau is aecepted. 
Here tlie pK^vwion is regarding? the making of rulefi. The section runs 
thuH : — 

Tlu> C/orfwrHtion may, by r^'Holuiionf*, make ruled for establishing and aiding 
in tlic eNtabliHiinient and maintenance of cooperative societies for the menials of 
the C<oriN>ratiufL 

So if Ihf*. word ** menials bo changed into the word “ employees — 
for bv rules tlie ('orprmitioii may confine iho help that they may give 
only to certain idaHHes of employees — employees drawing Rs. 15 or 
Its. liO |s*r mensem — p?*jicti<-ully you mean ** menial,” but ayoid the use 
of the (d)jcs lionable word. I do not think any harm will ensue. I 
therefore Hup|iort the amendment. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 do not find any nn^essity 
for changit»g the won) “ menials.” What is in a name after allP I 
do not think there is any justifiralion for the dis< ussiiui that is niging 
around us in conn<‘ction with this amendment. Some of my friends 
have |K*rha|»s forgotten (hut this insertion was due to the dt^sire of certain 
members of the (-orponit ion to d(> Hoineihing to help the sweepers, 
nndliers, etc. — js'ople who n?v at pre.sent at the mercy of the Knhulis. 
To save them from the Kabulis’ zufutn we wanted to do something for 
them. We found that we hud not got the nec'essary j)ower, and this 
rule is designed to give us that is>wer. 1 do not think that our lulwiir- 
iiig classes have lM*c<»me so civilized as to res<*nt their l)eing called 
” menials.” We are fighting for a class (»f ]M>ople who <lo not mjuire 
any fighting for. It is only nimdi ado about nothing. 

Mr, 8, W, GOODE: With your |sumission, Sir. may I suggest, for 
the cfuisideraticm of the mover, that tl»e }>hrase ” menial (v*tahlishment ” 
might seem to Is* somewhat less blunt than the word “menial”? 
May 1 ask whether he is preisiml to accept the phrase? 

BilHi JATINDRA MATH BASU: I am not prepared to accept the 
iffe»*stinn. 

The motion was theti put and a division U^tken with the following 
result : — 


AYit. 


AlifiM4, Hiimbl Aif«r. 

•sMTlMt Or. ersinstbsMfA. 

•«MI, Stbv AitlMni usta. 
fthslttsliarg, Ms* Ohsaira. 


Oat, taka MiltbiaaAM. 
Kama, Maoiwl rmHal. 


■akraman. MuiitMV 

Bkb m tarat Onaira. 
Natktf , Baba HaM C Jtaaira. 

Bay, Baba l a r iai r a R'aui. 

Bay, Kumar miB 

Bitiil, Baba BasHi Cbaa.^ 

Bay, Baba NaBal Nam. 

BaHMur, Baba BUb bi i r a Ntam 


V 
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aS, ■!liSli*Ayl|l!^'^"” 

(tea Ate Mate 

i t m it y , Or. t. A. 

Oiniy, Mr. U 
9mf, Mr. t. M. 

O ln iMO n i rt , Mtiilvt MmIi MoImiimmA. 
Ol i M Miwr t t tlM llM*Mt IlM NaMb talfM 
ilavab AH, KIwr tatMAar. 

Cb xi Mi a r y, KInii I t lM A ii r Maulvl 
Oaaiatlafi. 

O al ms Mr. 0.*J. 

Oat, Mr. I. R. 

Otai^ Majar Oa mr al B. H. 

OaiiaM, Om Naa'Ma Hr. 4, 

Oaaa w ait, Mr. 4. T. 

Quit, Rat BaAaAtfr Or. HarlMiaa 
Otttti^ RabM AfMiaAa Oliarafi. 
fmartan, Mr. T. 

ORaM, Mr. 0. C. 

CaaAt, Mr. t. W. 

Namaa, Mr. W. W. 


HiMtliMftri* Hr. 0. T. 

WMittaa, Baba OaM RrataC 
Xbaa, BaiNi O t b aaAn Ul. 

Uiir, Ra|a Haabaa Oaaa. 
Habarajaibiraia Baba iar af BarMaaa> 
tba Maa'Ma tba. 

Mamb, Baba tar aaira Natb. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

HaAlRla, Mr. H. 0. 

Mittar, Iba Haa^ Hr. R. a 
Mabarjaa» Mr. B. 0. 

Mabbarii, Rrataaaar S. C. 

Mabay* Mtna MabaaMaaA AM. 

Rabba, Iba Naa’bla Sir AbAmrs. 

Ray» Mr. BIjayfraaaA tbiRb. 

Ray. Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. A. N. 

Ray, Ra|a MaaliaN tbiBb. 
taa, Baba Maal LaL 
•tap b a a taa, Iba Naa*bla Mr. N. L. 
iiiiaft>WIMlaa»a, Mr. t. 0. 

VIMIart. Hr. B. t. 


Tho Ayt»s 17 aiul I ho Ncm'a 42 , tho motion w'hh hint. 


Tho following amendment, HtaiHliiifr in tho imiiio of Mr. 1), .1. ('ohon, 
l»oin^ oonm^(|noiitiaI to tho alxivo motion wan hohi to lio rovoriMl by a 
previouM dooinion and wan not put : — 

“ That at tho ond of tlio Hocond proviso to clauw fifJ tho followin^f 
h*' addo<l, naiJioly, — 

‘ on thoir oontrilmtifijr or suhHorihinjr to tho Fund Murh huiuh am 
thov would havo l»oon liahl^* to rontrihuli* for tho |M'riiM) of 
thoir w*rvi(t*H in tho IMapuo IK»|mrtmonl in iiorordaiico with 
tho thou ruIoH of th<? naiil Fund.’ ” 

The Founoil wan thou adjournod for 15 rainutoN. 

Aftor adjournment. 


Pi.ArAE 79 . 

114b REiHEE CASE lAW: I move that for the firat fivf linea of 
clauao 79<2), the following ahall he aubfttitutiHl. namely ; — 

** Every rontnfel for the exeetition of any work or the »upply of any 
matoHala or gooda ahall lie in writing and every am’h con> 
traoi which will involve an expenditure exceeding one 
ihottaand rupeea ahull alao be aealed and Mhall Hfm'ify >...** 

The object of ihia Amendment ta that all oontracta involving expendi* 
toie whether below or above Ha. l.CMPl from tlie Coriamittoi] Fund uilit 
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be in writing al though it might not be neceaaary to seal such contracta. 
I’his iH (jertainly necessary in the interests of the Corporation; for it 
is an elementary rule whirh all ^^orporate bodies must observe in all 
their undertakings involving expenditure so that the conditions might 
not l)e varied afterwards. 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE S The object of the Raja Sahib’s amendment 
ap}xirently is that every contract should be in writing and that it should 
not be sealnl only when it is of an amount less than Rs. 1,(K)0. It has 
always Wn I he practice for every contract to be in writing, ^nd we see 
no {wrticular reason why the prm'edure should now be varied. The 
original section in Bengal Act 111 of 1899 provid<>^ that the conhact 
shall be enlered into in such manner and form as would bind the Chair- 
man when the contract i.s made on his l)ehalf, and it is implied therein 
that the contract shall ordinarily l>e in writing. It is also provided 
that no contract, which is not exclndtsl in that way, shall l)e valid. 
On the w'h(de, we think it better to iMlhere to the drafting of the Bill. 


RtJ« RE8HEE CASE LAW: If every contra(‘t is made in writing, 
thefj 1 Is'g leave to withdraw the amendment. 

Bibu SUREMDRA NATH MALLIK: As a matter of fact, every 
contract is done in writing unb»ss it is for a very j»etty sum. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Ol.AlT.SK 80. 

Shah Syed Eunladul TIiuj being nbs<mt the bdlowing amendment 
standing in his name was deemed to In* withdrawn : — 

“ that clause St)(.5) omitted.” 


Ci..ir.sK 82. 

Bibll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 82(2), 
lino 2, for the word ” twelve ” the won! ” sixteen ” be substituted. 

In section 9(1 of the existing Municipal Act, there is no restriction 
in regani to the numlwr of memliers of a standing committee, but. Sir, 
generally the iiumlier is 12. but from time to time it is increased to 16. 
At {weseut the total niimls^r of cHHiimissioners is 50; under the Bill it 
bas ls»en inc reastnl to 80, and os three municipalities have just been 
includeii in (^ilcutta, most probably the Oovernment will miggeot ms 
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iamaae in the total number of mamWs qt tlifi OoriNmition to 05 or oven 
100. Therefore, it is desimble to reprenent the views of all the commu- 
nitiee of Calcutta, and espei ially of the newly-added area that the utim- 
her of members of the standing committees should be materially increased 
and I have suggested that tlie numlier may l>e iucreasetl from 12 to 16. 
Under the Calcutta Municipal Act of 18S8 when the total numl>er of 
commissioners was 75, the numls*r of niemlM^rs of the general com- 
mittee was 18. Under the Boinhay Munii'ijad Act the total nuinlier 
of members on the general coiumillee was 12, hut it has nH’ently l)e<m 
increased to IG, and fees are fsiid to the meiiilHMs of the standing com- 
mittees of Bomlwiy (\>r|H»ration. In the case of the general committee 
of the Calcutta Corjsmit ion . fees arc {siid and at jitcsimU the utteiidum^ 
has been very regular, hut in the case of the standing c(>iimiitt<»«»s the 
memliers of whirh are not entitled to any fe*‘H, 1 am rtMilly sorry to 
state, the attendance is not so rcpfulur. Under the Bill no will 
l>e |wid to any memls»r of a standing ('omniittts*, therehirc. it is desir- 
able that the numlx^r of inemUTM should Is^ increased, idherwise I am 
afmid there will generally Is* no ijiiorum. I do not think then* will lie 
any harm in incn'asing the iiunilaM as I have already said that no fees 
are jsiyable to these meinWrs. 

Mr. D. d. COHEN: I opjiose tin* amendment. 1 cannot understand 
the reasoning of the iiieinlH‘r that IsM-ause the numlier of commissioners 
is going to \m increased from f)tl to 8(1, therefore, we ihmmI incriMise the 
iiuinl>er of ineinlM^rs <if each of these standing committ4*<*s fmm 12 to 16. 
Twelve is a large numln^r ami umler this Bill we have power to 
ctMH)t any iiumlier of members. 1 do not think it would U* wiw» for the 
House to accept the umemiment of Bahu Amulyn Dhone Addy. 

Tilt Hon’blf Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: On Isihalf of 
Government I desire to opjiose this amendment, I do not in any way 
exaggerate matters when I say that the most efficient and the most 
husincHslike committee* of the (’or|s>nition is Jhe (ieneral (\»mttiit(ee 
which consists of 12 memliers and no more. Then* is no restriction as 
regards the numlier of mciiiliers in the other <ommittiH*s. My 
friend fears that having r4»gard to the ex|iansiou of the territorial 
limits of Calcutta there would Is* niemWs who might »w*( find a place 
on these committees. I think there need not l)e any couse for this 
a(iprehensioti, as committees would have to lie fomi«*<l in connection 
with the newly-added areas and memliers would find work cm these com- 
mittees. My friend says that unless we add to the imnilM*rof memliers, 
it may be difficult to get a (|Uorum. My view' is just the other way. 
Everybody’s busineas is nobcsly’s business. The larger the committee, 
tlie less the sense of resfionMilMlity and oonseciueut irregularity of 
attendance. That being so, after what 1 have said, I trust the hoti'ble 
tnember will not press bis amendment. 
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Mf. <1. GAMPBCLL FORRESTER: I am not sure whether there is a 
quorum. 

[On a count being miule, it was found that there was a quorum.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is a quorum; I hope members will realise 
that this IS a very important Bill, and it is absolutely necessary to get 
it through. 

Tlie motion of Balm Amulya Dhone Addy was then put and lost. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move that in clause S2(2), line 
4, for the word ‘‘ two the word “ three be substituted. 

Under sub-clauw‘ (2) no (\mncillor or Alderman sliall at the some 
time lie a nieinlK*r of more than two standing committees and the district 
committee. I In'g to submit that under the present pnwdice in the 
Corporation, a commissioner is allowed to lie a memW of three standing 
r^minittees as well as the district committee, so that he is allowed to 
serve on four <<>mmitte(*M including the distric t committee. But under 
the Bill it is pro]K>s(Ml that he will IsMillowecl to serve on three comm it tc^es 
including the district committee*. What I beg to submit is that if yen 
make this distinction, it will debar a large numlx'r of memliers of the 
(Vu’iK)ration from h(m ving on a standing cc»mmittt>e. Tliut is the reason 
for my amendment. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am sorry to oppose this 
amendment for the r<»ason which is known to the member who has 
nujvcMl this amendment. After the inclusion of these three municipa- 
lities, we have got to increasi^ the total numlMU' of (ommissioners. and 
if at the same time you increase the numlw of committees a memlier 
can serve on. from two to thrw*. the result will 1 h» that some of them 
will not have any chance of getting in luiy where, and I do* not think it 
would lie proiHM for me to accejd thn»e in place of two. Two will give 
a chance to everylnxly, hut if it is increuswl to three, you reduce the 
chance. Then again, nt^ireseut meml>ers get elec ted to three, and even 
four, five and six <M>mmi(t€‘es with the result that they cannot alwavs 
attend. 1 do not tliink this is desiruhle. 

Thi HOfi’bM Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: On l)ehalf of 
Oovernment I must opjKwe this. My friend to my left has urged that if 
the amendment is accepted, it would restrict the numbtT of memberti 
serving on these committees. I have another reason S4miewhat of a 
political imtun', ns, I am afraid, my mind is cast in a political mould. 

I abhor auto<'riu‘y in democrtiiic institutions. I have in mind a parti- 
cular institution with which my friend to my left is quite familiar* where 
a iiarticular gentleman, a very able man and of wide knowledge 
and e]t|ii*rien<^, is at (yresent a memlier of every c'ommittee one can 
think of. We must not have that sort of thing in the C^rpoimiion. I 
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in»t point oat to my friond that wo havo a rule hero that mombori 
cannot aerve on more than two Htanding committees, aiui that rule ha% 
been introduced in the Bill. I hoj)e my friend, after what I have said, 
will nee his way to withdniw his unieiidmeiit. 

The amendment was then, by leave of the rouncil, withdrawn, 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE. 1 move that in clausi^ the first proviso he 

omitted. That proviso runs an follows: — 

Provided (hat the President of the noM'tinff, with the consent of 
tw'o-thinls of (he memlM>rs pr«'seiit, may dii>*ct that action 
be taken in act^irdunce with the decision of tiny stnndinff 
committiH' without w'aitin^ for confirinution of their priweiMl- 
in^s by the ('orisiration. if he (xmsiders that serious iiHoiive* 
nieiice a'ould result from delay in takiiifr such atdion ; but if 
the Oorponition do not confirm the proci'eding’s of the standinfT 
(‘(miniitlc'c, such stcfw shall Im* taken to carry out any onlers 
^ IWHsed by the (V)riK>ratioii as may still U* practieable/’ 

I venture to think that this proviso, if rtdaineil, will cause a ^reai 
deal of confusion. It very often hapfiens that when the prtK'dHlinjjfs of 
a committee arc Isdore the (’orfionition, they are referrwl back for 
further consideration, ami sometiincs they aiv altered and reviwMl and 
sometimes, of course, they are continued. Now it may hap|M*n in the 
case of ai tion taken in resjKrtiw' to the decision of a standin^f coininittee, 
under the orders of the Pn^sident, that the (\)r|s>nition may take a 
different view and then the ( 'oriwmition will either order that the work 
done simll bt* stop^ied, or that somethinjr should Is^ done to undo the 
mischief whiidi has resulted from iK'tiou taken in acconlance with the 
deirision of the committee. This will lause a ^^reat dnil of delay and 
dislocation of work, confusion and loss of money. And in our exjn'- 
rience of the (\>r|s)nition — I think the ('hairiimn will IxMir me out — W'e 
have never felt the ne(*essity of a pmviso like this. Thenifore, 1 submit, 
(hat this jiroviso should lie omitted. The ('orfMiration, further, has not 
asked for a proviso like this. * 

•Mni iURENORA NATH MALLIK: I must c^mfess that there is 
a (rood deal of truth in the apprehension whhh has In^en voiced by my 
friend, Mr. I). C. (fhose. Tlie mo tion us it is nt present is quite different 
and some words make the meanin^r uliofrether different. It is said here 
“ provided that the President of the nieetinjr, with the consent of two- 
thirds of the members present may direct that action be taken in 
acconlance with the decision of any standinjr committee.*' At present 
we have *' [mnrided that if the Chairman concurs in any aid ion recom- 
mended by a majority of the members of any aulMommittecf, whether 
or not he is a member df such sub-committee, and c<msiders that incon- 
venience would result from delay in taking such avium, he may ialm 
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•uch action without waiting for conhrmation by the general oanunittee 
of the proceedingM of the »ul)>commitiee/* 

That makeg it very different, 8ii, and I think I must say I share the 
apprehension of my friend that, os it is, this proviso will he rather diffi* 
cult for the Corporation to work. I know it is laid down here “with the 
consent of two-thirds of the memliers present,” the President may direct 
action to l>e taken. Thai is a safeguard indeed, but as this is a totally 
new provision, 1 am not in a jstsition to say that I can accept it on behalf 
of the Corporation. In that view I think I sliould support ray friend, 
Mr. D. C. Ghose. 


The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: In view of what 
has fallen from the acting ('hairman of the Cor]K>ration and also what 
Mr. I). C. Ghose has ohM<*rved, Government are prei>ared to support the 
aniendment. There are tlic rie<*essary safeguards, namely two-thirds of 
the members present and the President also must give their vote. There 
are thest^ safeguards and a fuith<‘r safeguanl is tliat the |M>wer is^only 
to be used on emergent (wcasions, and as a mutter of practice I learn 
that it has never lieen nsjuisitiomsl. That Isdng so, I do not think 
We need have this proviso. I therefore ar<‘ept the amendment. 

The motion was then put and ngrml to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. I). C. Ghose 
bfUiig consequential on the ulH>ve amendment wtus ]nit and agrml to. 

“ That ill line 1 of the sec'ond proviso to clause 82(.V) the word 
* also ’ 1)0 omitted.” 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (hi behalf of Hai Dr. liaridhan 
Dutt Bahadur I beg to move that after cl.iuse H2\ the following new' 
clause be inserted : — 


AAppointwrnf of .'School C ommittee. 

t 

” H2AA. The Cor|M>ration shall ap{M)ini a school committee consist- 
ing of tha Kxw’utive Officer as President, nine Councillors 
and Aldermen to lie elected by the (Wporation; the iPspec- 
tor of Schools, Presidency Division, and another offSeer of 
ilie Education Department to l)e nominated by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to advise the Corporation in regard to all 
luaKers coniiec'ted with primary education in the city mod 
to (‘any out their directions in that liehalf.” 

It is well known to this House that the Corporation of Calcufta has 
undertaken the spread of primary edui’ation in the city. It is a vary 
salutary act that the ('orporation has undertaken, but there seems to be 
Mad for the appointment of a statutory 4‘oiniiiittee to look after the 
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S|>r»a(l of primary eduo^ttion. (foTernment may ronnidi'x wheiliM* 
provision should be made for giving power to the I'ommittee to co*opt 
other members or not, and if the Government consider that the provi- 
sion for co-opting other memlK'rs should be imTuded, I shall be prepared 
to accept it. With these words I move that this clause lie added. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALtIK: It HiMons that the principle 
underlying this amendment is a sound one and at the present moment 
we are working on Uiaf tiasis. For the lost few years there has been 
a committee of the Corjxiration w'orking on thew* lines, and the only 
trouble al)out it is that it has ^^ot no statutory existence. Tiider the 
present Act we cannot have a comniittw' consisting |H 4 rtly of ineinliers 
of the Corporation and partly outsiders. It 4s only to regularise that 
sort of thing that the new Education (Vmiinittee is niMcssary as we have 
got to get educational otHcers to advise us; and f may say that it is to la* 
of the greatest use to us in connection with primary schools that have 
l»een started in this city that this umeiidment has liecn brought in by 
Ifai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Hahadur who takes a keen inteiest in matters 
of primary education in this city. It may be said that there is a pro- 
vision in the new .\ct for having standing committe«*s. The only 
question is whether in these coiniiiittees wo can have outsiders to work 
with us and if it is consideied that we can have outsiders to work with 
us, then nothing more need l)e said. In the interests of these schools 
and in order to obviate any difficulty in regard to this matter, which we 
consider to lx* highly imjxmtant in imnne<*tion with primary cducalion 
in this town, I think we ought to have provision to this offect. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I supiMirt this amendment. It is very necessary; 
we soiuetimevS want the nN.'^istance of experts w ho are not bn the (\»r|s»ra- 
tioii to come and help us w ith their advice, and with legard to this l om 
inittee, unle.ss there is a statutory' provision, we cannot always have 
the assistance of these educational experts. I therefore entirely agnx) 
with uiy friend that the provision is m‘cesHarv. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: l.am in sym}iuthy with the 
principle of this amendment and I Ix'lieve Government is going to 
accept it. But I do not see why the ExtH'utive Officer should Iw the 
President of such a committee. An educational expert memlx‘r, (Vmn- 
cillor or an Alderman, may lx* elected Pr«*sident of that iximiiiitUxs so 
if Government is going to accejit this ainendiiieni, I would ask the 
Hon^ble the Minister to delete the words “ the Executive officer a« 
President." 

TIM HoiPbIt Sir iURENDRA NATH BANERiEAt Hir, will you 
kindly postpone this until we have drafted a piovision, a section emlxMly- 
ing the principle rm somewhat different lines from the amendment? 

Bate iURENDRA NATH MALtIK t In that case, may I veniitra 
to suggest to the Hon'bJe the Minister that he might make a provistoa for 
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co-opting some meniberH of the public, because there are several respect* 
able memlwi’H of the public who are koeiily interested in matters educa* 
tional who will be of very great use to us in extending the prinaary 
education scheme. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Will you l>e able to draft it to-day P We can 
take it up in an hour’s time. 

Th« Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! As a matter of phraseology I would iwint* out 
that the gentleman who presides over a committee is usually known aa 
the Chairman. 

Babu dATINDRA NATH BASU: I move that at the end of clause 

{^) the following lie added, naincdy: — 

“ and six in'rsons associuted by each district committee, provided 
that such associated members shall be apjMiinted every year 
and shall hold otlice for one year and shall not lie entitled 
to vote.” 

(iause HiiA provides for the division of Calcutta into districts. We 
have added a large area to (^ibuitta, and in order that the furthest parts 
of Calcutta might have proper attention, it is only necessary that it 
should Iw divided into districts. This claune further provides that the 
(^)r|M»ration may apiniint a standing committee for each district, to ta* 
ordinarily called the distric t committee, and that the district committees 
should have s\|ch functions, laiwers and duties, as the Corporation might 
think fit, I'elating to matters afft*cting thoir respective distric'ts. As 
regards the c’onstitutioii of the distric't (‘ommittees sulM'lause (2) of clause 
8i?A jirovides that each sucdi district c'ommittee shall consist of all the 
councillors for tlie several wards comprised in each district and any 
AldcMiiian or other c'ouucillor living within the district and expressing 
his willingness to sc'rve f^n such c'oiniiiittw. One of the objects of this 
Bill should lie train the citixen^ of Calcutta in the exercise of their 
civic n'sponHihililies. This cluiist^ givee an indication that having 
I'l^gard to the .^ixe of ('alcutta, we shall ultimately have to adopt (he 
borough sysU'iu. The addition, suggested by me to sub-clause (2) about 
the c'onslitution c»f (be district <n>mmittee is this. Apart from the 
Aldermen (»r other t^Miiicillors wh<i reside in those districts the district 
committee should have the jH»wer to ct>-opl or asmsdate six persims 
pto\ided that such asmadated members shall he appointed ever>' year 
and shall hold oflice for one year and shall not be entitled to rote. That 
will train the local jieople to exerci.se some of the functions that a diatrict 
committee will ordinarily perform. It will also create in tke local 
people a desire to serve their own local iiieti. District commiltoes will 
ordinarily deal with local roads, local conservancy, local water-wipply 
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il&d things of that nature^ and if they C€M>pt people of that loeaiity M 
members, these people will he able to give the distriot committees valu- 
able advice for their particular dintrictfi. It will not interfere with the 
constitutional part of the Act inasmuch m I do not provide that the 
memberH so associated will have the right to vote. They will simply 
give their advice and take part in the dehate.s. There is a pmvision in 
this Bill in clause 8*‘l giving power to the (Corporation to associate* mem- 
bers, but that power is only confined to the uswa ialion of members in 
speidal committees. That means that when you have a committee of 
specialists, for instance, to consider any new water system, or drainage 
^system you osscadate scune •specialists in the* special committees. But 
that provision does not c over the association of Ica-al i)ec](ple in the matter 
of the consideration c>f the ordinary affairs of the stneral districts. That 
is why edause 8»‘l dcM*s not covc^r the contingency whic‘h T hav«% sought 
to provide for. With these remarks and having regard to tlie iinimrtanc'e 
of the spread of the civic sentiment amongst the pc*ople of ('ulcutta, I 
Mcmid ask the Hon’hic* the Minister in c harge to consider , whether he 
should not acc ept the ainendnient propccsed hy me, as the lM>rougli system 
is bound ultimately to come tc» ('ahutta. 


BalHi DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: The reason that has aci anted iny 
estc»tMnc»cl friend Hahn Jatindra Nath Ibisu tc» tnove this amendment is 
certainly very praiseworthy, but I am doubtful uhether the power tc» 
asscsiate outside* members to district commiftc'es should l»e extended to 
us many as six. We have also got to c*onsider that the clistri<‘t coinmitiee 
should not l»ec*oine a cumbrous body, and further that the cleliWrations 
of the district committcH* should not Im» tcsi much influenced by outside 
members rather than by muiiic'ipal commissioners who, bc'cause of their 
knowiedge of ('orjMMution affairs and the mariner in whic h husiness is 
carried on V»y the Corjscration as a whole, are lK»tter c apable of coiicluut- 
ing the affairs of a distric-t c'ominittee. I wcjuIcI therefore restrict the 
number to three instead of six. 

As regards the provision “and shall not entitled to vote” there is 
some doubt in my mind us regards the saluturiness of the provision. My 
friend thinks that simply Irec ausc a imin is a mernlrer of the distric t c*om- 
mittee he would l>e satisfied; but 1 think that no very capable man, a bo 
by his knowledge and sujrc^rior intelligence may l»o able to throw much 
light on the work Iwfore the district coiiiniittee — no man of this kind 
would allow himself to be c*iM)pted in this manner if we were not going 
to give him the right to vote. If the right of asscs iation were restrict- 
ed to three persons, there would lie no fear of carrying the committee 
over the heads of regularly elected municipal cHrmmiiwionerK. 

In the cin^umiitaiice* I would ask Government to consider whether (he 
Bumber should not be restricted to three and whether outsiders, whiNW 
duty vill only be to inspect and report and would have no exeentivn 
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powerH, should be given the right to vote also in order that the services 
of many prominent gentlemen may be set^ured. 


Btbll tURENDRA NATH MALLIKS I am in entire sympathy with 
this amendment and I do not think the nienil>ers of the Corporation should 
have any objecttion to accepting it.^ As a jriatter of fa 4 *t, I believe that 
the district committees of the future will be placed where public opinion 
might ver>' well he represented through outsiders who may come there 
and help the committee. Whether those gentlemen should have the 
power to vote is u somewhat difficult matter to de<’ide. As far as outsiders 
are concerned, I do not think that they should l)e entitled to vote, but 
if <hey should be, then their nuinlM?r must W restricted to three instead 
of six. The difficulty is that these district committees are very soon to 
get something like executive jMiwers at no distant date. In view of the 
very large areas that we are going to have in future (’alcutta, a certain 
amount of executive powers with regard to purely executive matters must 
1)6 given to these people. And hM>king at it from that point of view 
I think that they ought to be allowed to vote. But I would reduce their 
iiuinher to three at the same time. (Itherwise there is a danger which 
you can well imagine. Then, I think, that these j)ersons must l>e resi- 
dents of the hM’nIity — must l)e |M*rsons residing in the district, and also 
they must be electe<l by the members of the district committee themselves.* 
This must lie expressly provided for, otherwise how are they to l)e 
assfM ittted with the committee^ There are two methods of assmiation 
one by election, as 1 have just said, and the other by the members coming 
into the committee rcMiin and calling themselves inembers. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You mean <*o-i»pte(l? 

Rlbu SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs hatever it is, there must l»e 
some sort of pro<'edure definitely laid down. With these few sugges- 
tions, I NUpjMirt the ameiidment and I have great pleasure in doing so 
remeinl)ering that them' district (*ommittces would l)e the seed-hetis of 
future civic servii e on the part of many of our young men and some of 
our retired old men who are willing to give their services to the Corpo* 
ration without entering into election contests. 

Mr# D« C« CHOSE* I am in entire accord with the object of the 
amendment, but I think that the right of voting should not be given 
to persons who are co-opted as memfiers of district committees. I think 
that at the time of fiis<'ussion their assistance should be taken, but when 
the time of dei’ision comes they should be asked to refrain from voting, 
because I venture to think that the responsibility for the proper discharge 
of the Corporation w’ork rests and rightly rests upon the accredited 
representatives of the rate-payers in the Corporation and they should 
not share their responsibility with members of the public who are co- 
opted occasionally for the purpose of assisting them with regard io matian 
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ill vliicb their help is required. Subject to this proviso, I am quita 
willing to support the amendment. 

Sabu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: With your permission, Biajr 
I ask a question of Mr. D. C. Ohose? Sup{K)sing there are 13 items 
on the agenda paper, will the f>ersons go out 13 times and roine back 
13 times, that i.>, go out when the voting commences and come in when 
the discussion is resumed. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I never meant that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I did think he meant that there sh«mld he a 
constant prfK*ession of the mcinl>ers in and out of the room. (Laughter.) 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I desire to suppiirt the i4rnen<1- 
ment. 1'he dilhciilty as to whether sm li persons should lx* elected or 
appointed will l>e obviated by the sub.stitiilion of the word "co-opted’* 
for the word “a.Hsociated" a.s has just Iw'^n suggested by you, Sir. As 
for the question whether the number should be six or only three, I am 
in favour of only three being so co-ojited, hut these three should he the 
members of the committee and should not be debarred from vf>ting. 1 
am glad that the quest iim of the Iwiroiigh .system is raised. 1 made that 
HUggestion on one rs'cnsion and I hope that this will be the lK*ginning 
of the borough system which I hope will be eHtablisbed at no distant 
date. 

The Hofi'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I entirely 
symjmthirc with the principle underlying the amendment. I think 
these district committees have a great future Wfore them. They will 
lie the centres of civic life in all these wards. They will in regard to the 
civic life of (’alcutta he preforming ver>’ much the sa.me function that the 
union boards perform in the e< <»nomy of rural life in the districts. 1 do 
not think that the*' assfx iation of these (‘o-opt4Hl gentlemen will have the 
of weakening public interest in the concerns of the distrii't com- 
mittees. Therefore, I whole-heaitedly suppoit the principle of the 
amendment. 

Coming to the question of details. I am in favour of three instead 
of six memWrs. We must not have tm» many of these memliers and in 
the next place these members should lx* co-opted which means elected 
by the board. 

BMni SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I just say one word winch 
has stnick mef If we do not g^ive voting power to these gentlemen it 
would l»e very difficult for us to get self-respecting persons to accept 
membership# and to take part in the dincussion. If they are simply to 
eii down and take part in the diacuaaioii and, when the time of voting 
eoBiea, have to retire, I do not think we shall get that type of men to 
^ome lorwnrd whom we want to oo«opt. Any aelf-reapecting man would 
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refuse to take part in what we call in Bengal halay khah^, that is to say, 
acting as a sort of dummy when the time of voting comes. That would* 
not do. Give them some re.sponsibility and you will get the right type 
of tnen who will be of some use to these committees. 

Mft D. Ct CHOSE : May I just say one word, SirP 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Is it a point of order or a point of personal 
explanation F 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I am afraid it is neither, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I cannot allow you to speak again. 

The Hon*bl6 Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA; May I just say 
one word which I think is a point of personal explanation but whether 
it is MO or not you will judge for yourself. I understand that in the 
Tiondon County Council co-opted members are allowed to vote and I 
think we may follow in this case the example of the London County 
Council. 

Bibu dATINDRA NATH BASU: I have no obj(H’tion in accepting 
the modification proposed by the Hon’ble the Minister. 

Mr.S W. COODEsMayl, Sir, with your perm ission, put the motion 
in the following na)dified form: — 

(3) The district Committee shall associate with themselves not more 
than three persons residing within such district. Such persons shall lie 
elected by the (kimmittee every year in such manner as may be prescribed 
by rules made by the (^upoiation in this behalf. Such associated mem- 
l)ers shall hold office for one year and shall l>e entitle<l to vote. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I would just like to say one 
word. Iliese ix^rsons, it would apjiear, will have all the privileges of 
elected councillors, but in the (^)unty Council with which I was as.s(K'iat- 
ed. the co-opted membef^s were not allowed to vote and I df» not see w'hy 
these gentlemen could not be co-opted without their bidng given the power 
of voting. They may take part in the di«cus.sion and refrain from 
voting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble the Minister has correctly inter- 
preted the practice which is certainly followed in the Ix>ndon County 
Council. 

The motion l>eing put a division was claimed by Mr. D. C. Ghoae. 

Bibu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: On a point of order, Sir. 
Mr. Ghoae is the only jierson who ahoute<l **no^’ when the motion win 
first {Hit by you, and he is the only {leraon who haa now claimed a 
division. Cannot he himeelf go out alone ? 
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Mr. BRBilDBIITl The point luimd by Mr. Mnllik ia a matter et 
pfinciple. Mr. 1). C. Ohoae haa challenifed a division and he it entitled 
to have one. He may perhaps be in the minority of one. 

"The division was then taken with the following result: — 


AVti. 


nutft Babe Amulys Mum . 

•antrlM, Um Non'bta Sir Surteart Natli. 
eaiMTlM, Or. eramatiiafMCli, 

BaMi. eabv tstinini Mata. 

OMitlty, Or. C. a. 

Mrlty, mr, L. 
iaM, Mr. S. M. 

Wia adlHir t, iabu KltHan Mtdaa. 
Ctwa SI ntr l, Oal Naraaeraiiatli. 

C M na , Mr. 0. J. 

Oaartt Majar Ot n arai 1. N. 

OafiaM, tli« Nafi'btt Mr. t. 

Oaaavaa, Mr. i. T. 

Iia artaa, Mr. T. 

Mar m i t , Mr. W. W. 

NaaClacfart, Mr. 0. T. 


I Saiaat, Mr. a. N. L. Laf^tart. 
j Kaitfiaa, Babtf OaM eratai. 
j Lane, Mr. a. 

I MaNik, tabu Saraatra Natb. 
Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAtala, Mr. M. 0. 

I Mittar. ttia Han'bla Mr. P. C. 

Mifbcrlra, Mr. t. 0. 

, Rablm, Ilia Haa'bla Sir AbSmi^. 
I May, baba SaraiNlra Nalb. 

bay, Mr. 0. N. 

I bay, Mr. t. N. 

! bay, ba|a MaaNaN Sliiob. 

•an, baba Mani Lat. 
•ntarl-Wllliama, Mr. S. 0. 
VlHIart, Mr. F. C. t. 


NOES. 

Farraalar, Mr. a. Campbab. bay, Mabarala babatar Kabaaalib 

Obaaa, Mr. 0. C. | Obantra. 

The Ayes lieing and the Noes 3, the motion was carried. 

The following amendments .standing in the names of Hai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra and Shah Syed Kmdadul Haf| wen*, in the absence of the 
members, deemed to l>e withdraw'ii : — 

“That in clause H5, line 2, the words and hra< kets ‘(if any)’ Ik* 
omitted.” 

“That in the last two lines of rlaiise H(> the words ‘if any such 
rep<jrt lie prepareil’ lie omitted.” 


CLAr.sK 93. 

BalNi AMULYA DHONi AODY : I move that the ptiviso ((/) io 
clause 93, lie omitted. It will appear that under clause 93 no payment 
of any sum out of the Miinici^wl Fund shall he made unless the enjiendi- 
lure of the same is covered by a current budget grant. But uncler the |>ro- 
riso, this section shall not apply to payments made in the following 
rlasnrn of cases; and this is one of the cases in which the payment may 
be made by the Chief Executive Ofiiver even if there be no provision 
in the budget. These are the expenses incurred by the Corporation in 
bsaiuibb of iba powers conferred by section 440. It will appear that 
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tinder section 440 in tbe event of Calcutta being at any time visited or 
threatened with an outbreak of any dangerous disease, or in the event 
of any infectious episootic disease breaking out or being likely to be 
introduced into Calcutta, the Corporation, if they consider that the 
other provisions of this Act or the provisions of any other enactment 
for the time being in force are insufficient for the purpose, may, with 
the sanction of the local Government — 

(a) take 8U(!h special measures, and 

(/i) by public notice, prescrilie such temporary' rules to be observed 
by the public or by any person or class of persons, as they 
may deem necessary to prevent the outbreak of such disead^ 
or the spread thereof. 

8o it appears that under section 440 the Corporation may take 
special measures for the prevention of the outbreak of any dangerous 
diseases, and under clause 9^1, the Executive Officer may incur any 
expenditure whatever even in the absence of any special specific pi-ovi- 
sion under the budget. T am afraid, Sir, that it will lead to extrava- 
gance as has lieen the case i^henever plague, influenza or snmll-pox takes 
a virulent type in Calcutta. Admitting that the ol>je(‘t of the Corpora- 
tion is always a noble one, it is absolutely nece.'isary that the grant should 
be provided for in the budget with the sanction of the Corporation and 
that (he Executive Officer should not be allowed to incur expenditure 
in the absence of any special grant. 


Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Tf the amendment proposed* 
by Babu Amulya Dhone Addy is accepted we had better delete clause 440 
altogether because if sub-clause (//) of clause 93 goes out, the purpose 
of clause 440 I'annot be carried out. It is the purpose of clause 440 
that, in the event of an epidemic after the passing of the budget, the 
Corporati(»n can spend money of its own accord without having a pro- 
vision therefor in the Budget, and if this amendment is accepted, and if 
an epidemic* breaks out after the pa.ssing of the budget, clause 440 will 
be nlxsolutely ineffective. T ludieve my friend has moved this amend- 
ment under a mi.snpprehension and I hope he will withdraw it, 

Babil BUREHDRA NATH MALLIK: T am astonished that after 
26 years of services in the CorfM»mtion my hoirble friend, Mr. Addy, 
should think of putting forwanl such an amendment as this and I certainly 
think that he must have done so under a misapprehensiori. He must 
have either misread Ot misunderstood the clause. Epidemics have a 
nasty habit of coming into the town without previous notice at any time 
w^hether l>efore or after passing the budget and steps have to be taken 
under section 440 to deal with such epidemics. How can you do that 
without spending mone^. How can you takh any measure without 
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Mgkkiing money? And I um puzzled to know what my hon’ble Irianci 
mMm by his amendment. 1 hope he will withdraw it. 


Tlif Hoffi*btt Sir 8UREN0RA HATH BANERJEA: 1 op^mse the 
amendment on behalf of Government for the reanons that have l)een 
atated by the previous speakers. 

The motion was then, by leave tif the Council, withdrawn. 


Mr* 8« W. GOODE: May I, with your permissiun, Sir, put the new 
draft of clause tS2AA tAmendn»ent No. 217), whic h 1 have jfol ready ami 
which runs as follows : — 

82AA(/) The Curpoiatioii shall appoint a Stamlinff Committee (to.be 
called the I’rimary Educatioic Standing Commit ten*) to advise them in 
regard to all mutters relating to priimiry eduiution in Calcutta. 

(2) Suc h Coiniuittee sliall t'oiisrst of not more than six Coum illors or 
Aldermen and of such other persons (not exceeding three in iittmber^ 
as the (/or^nation may from time to time and for such jMM'iod as they 
think fit, hy a si)e(ifi<’ resolution a.Hsoeiate with the Committw. 

[.'i) IVjscnis so associated with the CommiltcH» shall have a right to 
vede at meetings of the Committed' and shall Ik‘ deemed to be* inemU*rs 
thereof for all puriHwces during the said i)enod. 


Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May 1 offer a suggestion for the 
consideialinii <d Mr. (ioode? if this draft is accepted then there wilj 
be six municipal ccumnissioners and three outside gentlemen who may 
be the Executive Officer, the lnHf)ecfor of Sch(M)ls, and another officer o( 
the hklucation Department. It will be a very small committee amj 
having regard to the number of wards and the number of districts and 
the aided areas in Calcutta, it will (certainly be a very small comifiittee. 
Then, Sir, we have got to lcK>k to the Muhaiiiinudan, Hindu and tha 
European interests and so I hoj)e, Sir, Governmftit will see their way to 
allow nine counc illors to f»e appointed to this c ommittee and also to allow, 
this committee to co-opt other nieml>ers from time to time when it is found 
necessary. The ciuestion of primary' education is a very im{>ortat)i one 
and we should alloiv as many capable men to be interested in it a# 
possible. 

Mr. B. W. GOODE S When the Hon'ble the Minister approved this 
draft he con.sulted the Chairman of the Cahnitta Corporation and we all 
agreed that if ihia.committee is to be of any real value it is very essential 
that it should be a small business-like executive committee. Probably 
a considerable amount of their work will C4>nsist in inspecting School^ 
imd I thmk this number is quite sufficient. 
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iibll DEBI PROSAO KHAITANs I am glad now to accept the re- 
draft of the amendment. 

Hie motion was then put and agreed to. 

•if. PRESIDENT: The business for to-morrow will be the suffrage 
of women and the formation of a “liadies*’ Constituency and the appoint, 
ment or election of a lady councillor. 


Adjourirnient 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 16th Febru- 
ary, 1923, at the Town Hull, Calcutta. 



Wte.] QUESTIONS, ITl 

' ff. ' 

. ProoMtftiigs of turn Bongal Logisiolivt Ooiiiioil uwim tim 

provifiofis of the CovorniMnt of Imlio Aot 

The Council met in the Council Cliivniher in the Town Hall, Calcuito, 
on Friday, the 16th February', at 3 p.m. 

Protont: 

The Hon’ bit* the l*re.si<leiit in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Mcnil>er« of 
the Executive Couiu'il, the thriM* Hon’ble Mini.Hters, and 1*2 nominated 
and elected memlierH. 


Stirred Queetion 

(to which Orel answer was given). 

** Servant ’* defamation oaie. 

axil. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Hon'ble the MemW 
in clmr^fc of the Colilical Department In* plea.sed to Mtate iht'eninount of 
cost incurred by Cioveinmeiit in connection with the Servant defama- 
tion case in — 

(o'! the lower court ; and 
(6) the Court of AppeaD* 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The ineiiilier i» referred to the annwer to un- 
starred question No. 288 (a) (in asked by Shah Ryed Emdadul Haq at the 
meeting of the Bengal I/egislative Council held on the 29th January, 19!?3. 


Unatarred Queetione 

(a ift wori to which were laid on the table). 

Dolap in the atg^ily of quinine from Alipero duvenHo dill to 
poet«oflloei for tale. 

S7S. Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Is the 

Hon’ble the Miniater in charge of the DefiariRieui of liocal SelWiovem- 
ineiit aware that the Juvenile Jail at Alipore has, of late, failed to 
•apply quinine for sale to the poet-officee in the mufiuieaJ, at a time 
w^n midaiia waa prevailing ? 
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MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL tCLP« 
COVERNMENT (tiM Hon*bl« Sir SyronSra Nath Banerjea): The supply 

oi quiuine was delayed in some cases owing to the shortage of glass tubes. 

Malaria ObsarvMory at Sonarpyr. 

379. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hou’ble the 
Mioister in charge of the l)e]>artment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) when the Malaria Oljservatory at Sonarpur was established; 
(ti) what has been the capitalized and non-recurring total expendi- 
ture for the station up to date; 

{iii) what is the present cost of its maintenance; 

(iv) how many officers are carrying on any investigation at the 
station during the year; 

(v) which of these officers have visited the station during 1922; 
(rt) for how many times each of them has so visited the station; 
and 

(vti) what has l)een the total sum 8i)ent for the travelling and halU 
ing charges of higher insiwcting officers visiting this station 
during 1922 f*. 

THi Hofi’hM Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (t) 1st May. 
1921. 

(u) lU. 1,(K)0 up to date, viz., Us. 600 for furniture, and Us. 500 for 
laboratory eciuipment. 

(m) About Us, 12,000 a year. 

(ir) to (ui) One Assistant Surgeon; three Sub-Assistant Surgeons; 
two Surveyors ; one Compounder clerk; eight menials. 

The entire staff is stationed permanently at Sonarpur. 

(im) The total sum isdls. 39-6-0. 

Introduotiofi 9f tysUm of iMiyimfits for m o di oiin i and bodi in 
oortoin hoipitoli in CMoutta. 

319. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon*ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department ot Tx>cal Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(i) the names of the charitaUe hospitals in Calcutta in which the 
system of payments for medicines in ** out-door and 
beds in ** in-door *' has been mtroduced irom the let el 
January. 1923; 
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(m) what was the total uumber of fijse beds in each of these hospi* 
tals on the 31st December, ISl^; 

(mi) what was their position as to free and paid beds on the 
15th January, 1923; 

(•«) u'hat was the total number of atteudani'e in “ out-sloor " of 
each for the first 16 days of January <-um|iared with that for 
the same period in 1922; and 

(i>) what is the total collection made in each of these hospitals 
from “ out-door ” for the first 15 days of January, 19231' 


The Hon>Ma tir 8UREN0RA MATH BANERJEAt (o) (,) 

(1) Me<lical f'ollejfe Dospitnla; (2) CamplH-ll Hospital; (31 SaniMiu- 
nath Pandit Eospital; and (4) Presidency tleneral Hospital. 


bwla. 


(ti) Medical ( 'allege TToMpitalH 


im 

('ainpl)ell HospiUl 


73tP 

SainbhmmUi Pandit Ilo.Kpitul 


102 

l*reHideucy (ieiieral liaepital 


183 


ToUl 

... 1 ,506 


fir# lwd». 

Pnld 

(lii) Medical College lloMpitaU 

m 

136 486 

Ctuiipbell lIoHpital 

693 

137 730 

Sanibhunatli Pandit Honpital 

6t) 

42 102 

Prenidency General Honpital 

40 

148 188 

Total 

1,(H3 

463 1,506 


f fOto )«t to Iftth 

VroM l«t lo (Hh 


Jooanrjr. J»t|, 

*f, lift 

(ii?l Medical College Ho8|iitala 

3,643 

3,569 

Campbell Hospital 

2,m 

1,469 

Sambfaunatb Pandit Hospital 

3,519 

1,677 

Presidency General Hospital 

143 

81 


The Surgeon -General reporth aa follows: — 

** A falling off in out-patient aiiendance» for the firnt few montfan 
wn» anticipated; but already after one month*# working aa the people 
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are realizing that exemptions in i^iayment are freely made I am informed 
from all hospitals that the attendances are again increasing.’’ 


(v) Metlieal (’ollege Hospitals 
(Jmn]>lK*ll HoHj)ital 
Samhhuriath Pundit Hospital 
Presidem.'v Heneral Hospital 


Rs. A. r. 

222 7 0 

64 2 0 
96 4 *0 

65 0 0 


CineiiNi films prepared by the Local Self-Government Department. 

381. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the l)e[xirtmelit of Local Self-Government and 
Public Health 1k» pleased to state whether it is true that some cinema 
films have been preiwired at the cost of his Department P 

(h) If HO, will the Hoii’ble the MinisWr l)e pleased to state the 
number of films tiuit have Ihmmi preiKired and the total cost that has 
b(*en incui n'd fin* making the films and for showing them to the public 
up to date P 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) 

Two copies of a cinema film, dealing with jmblic health, industries, 
v.U\, have l>een prejxired for the Publicity Dei>arlment at a cost of 
Rs. 9,054. 

The films have so far been shown in 90 villages in Midnapore, 
Bankura, and the 24-Pa rgan os; the film has been followed up by exposi- 
tions given by trained lecturers. 

The cost of exhibiting the films has so far amounted to Rs. 4,366. 


Vital tiitistiot of Pabna. 

883. SHAH SYED* EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in oharge of the I)e{)artment of Ix>cal Self-Government be 
{deased to state — 

(i) what is the figure of the recent census of 1921 that repretenU 
a de<’line in the ixjpulation of the district of Pabna as com- 
pared with the figure of the census of 1911 ; 

(m) whether the figure t'orresponds and tallies with the figurea aa 
reimrted iu the vital statistics of the district; 

(in) what is the total number of deaths in the district during the 
last ten years from — 

( 2 ) obolera, 

( 2 ) infiuenia, 
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(d) small-pox, 

(4) malarial fever, and 
(6) other diseaseet, 


(ii?) what is tlie proportion of deaths between males and females; 
(r) whether it is a fact that the })eople living further away inland 
from the rivers in the district are num* immune from cholera 
than the jieoide who live in the near pn>ximity to the rivers; 
(rt) whether the population in tbe jurisdiction of every thana in tbe 
district is decreasing every year; 

(rii) whether there are any exceptions where deaths are normal and 
births exceed deaths; and 

(viit) if so, what are the names of such thanasl^ 


Tho Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAt (a) (i) Accord- 
ing to the census of 11121 the iK>piilutiun of the Pabita district is 1 
against l,428,oS(J of the census of 1911. 

(ii) No. The total number of deaths registertnl during Uie last 
decmie 1911 to 192U, is 440,572 and that of births is 427,llK) which 
shows a decrease of whereas the census figurt»s show a decrease 

of 39,092 in the iK>pulation. Presumably all tlje ilomestic' oi t urremies 
were not registered. 

(ttf) The figures are available in the Annual Sanitary IteiJorts. A 
statement is, however, pluceil on the Library table. 

(ii?) The number of male deaths to every 100 female deaths during 
each of the years 1911 to 1920 is given below: — 


1911 

... 114 

1916 

... 116 

1912 

... 112 

1917 

... 110 

1913 

.. 103 

1918 

... 114 

1914 

... 104 

1919 

... 110 

1915 

... Ill 

1920 , 

... 112 


(e) Figures showing the deaths from cholera, thana b> thana, 
during 1920 are given below. The largest numl^er of deaths occurred 
in the three thanas of Shahaxadpur, Mathura and Ihilai whi(‘h are near 


the rivers — 

Pabna ... ... 143 

Dulai ... ... 270 

Chatmohar ... ... 160 

Mathura or Bera ... ... 426 

Sirajganj ... ... 127 

Shahaxadpur ... ... 688 

UUapaim ... ... 20 

Baifaaj ... ... 80 
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(vi) to (viil) No. The number of birthe exceeded that of deaths in 
ihanas Sirajgauj, Shahaaiadpur and Ullapara during the year 1920. 


Thanas in Pabna without oharitablo diipamarias- 

383. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

MiniHtfr in chuige of the l)e|Kirtiiieiit of JiOcal Self-Government be 
jdeaned to state — 

(i) the names of the jH>lic«^«tation headquarters in the district of 
Palma which are still without a charitable dispensary; and 
(it) the names of the thana dispensaries which the Pabna district 
l)oard is jmeimred to ojien if fwrtially heljwd by the Govern- 
ment and by lot'ul subscription P 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (/) ( 1 ) 

Atghuria; (2) Sara; (3) Santhis; (4) Sujanagar; (5) Ullai^ai'a; 
(6) Kamarkhuiida; (7) C^mubtdi; (K) Belkuchi. 

(ii) The district Imard is prejiared to ojien dispensaries at the 
following thanas, vix. — (1) Atghuria, (2) Santhis, (3) Ullapara, 
(4) Kamarkhanda, and (5) Dasuria, if Government gives grants-in- 
aid. 

As the amount available for distribution to different districts for the 
establishment of new disjwnsaries has Wen cut down, Government are 
at ju’esent able to offer grants-in-aid meivly for two disijensaries in the 
Pabna district. 


PalNii morguo. 

384. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon ble the 

MHnister in charge of th“ I>e|iartment of Local Self-Government be 
pleiised to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the people of Pabna gubmitied a 
memorial to the Hon* ble the Minister to remove the Pabxi% 
jx>st mortem house from its present site ; 

(ti) wdmther the Civil Surgeon and the District Magistrate of 
Pabna expressed any opinion on the memorial in forward- 
ing the .same to the Government ; 

(iti) if so, what remarks did they make on . the said memorial; and 
(tc) whether it is a fact that the Chairman of the Pabna mnnici- 
{mlity and the Pabna district board and other inffuantial 
men, such as titlo-holdefs and retired subordiiiate judgea 
were emong the signaioriee to the aeid meanoiielf' 
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(6) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware that there are many reaidea- 
tsal quarters by the side of the embankment near which the said morgue 
is situated P 


(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the^ said morgue is 
situated verj' near to the screw jhIc bridge over the river Ichamati 
whiclr is the main thoroughfan* to and from the Pahna town? 

(d) Is it a fact that the |K>lice parade grounds on the western side 
of the post mortem house comes arithin its range of infection more than 

^ any other plot in the vicinity? 

(e) Are the (Jovemment considering the desirability of instituting 
a further inquiry into the nuittor and taking down the evi«len('e t)f some 
of the signatories to the meinoriiii regarding the alleged grievanoi'? 

(/) If not, are the (Government considering (he desirahilily of taking 
early steps to remove the morgue from its present site to some other 
place at a distance fix)ni the residential quarters? If not, why not? 


Tim Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: {a) (i) and 

(iv) Yes. a memorial signed hy sevf‘ml of the leading residents of 
Pahna was received. 

(ti) and {iti) Yes. The ('ivil Surgeon and District Magistrate were 
of opinion that the nmioval of the [Hwt mortem house was unneeessaiy’, 
as the average mimls^r of i)ost mortems |s»r annum was only about a 
score and only some of the lM>dies were in a state of deeomjKmition. 

(b) There is only one house near the morgue. 

(c) Yes. The morgue is, however, secluded by its <ompound and 
there is a municipol pound l>etween it and the road. 

(d) No. Sufficient space is left between the jiarade ground and the 
post mortem house. 

(c) and (/) (ioveniment are satisfied that the removal of the build- 
ing is not necessary and do nf>i pr<qs»He to make sueh an inquiry. 


Bt^fRy of qulftlfie antf oiiiotiofio to molaria piBitnta in PoBno. 

386. SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will the the 

Minister in charge of the Dejiartmeiit of Wal 8eIf-(}o%'ernment bo 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of patients suffering from malarial fever attend- 
ing the dispensaries and hospitals in the district of Pahna; 
and 

(it) the total amount cd quinine and dnchona annually tfuppliod to 
V tbeao diiipenaariea and hoafutalaf 



178 QUESTIONS. , [ISra Vm 

(h) Has the supply been found sufficient^ meet the requirement# 
of these patients ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how this 
supply of quinine %nd cinchona is obtained by these dispensaries? 

The Hofi'ble Sir tURENDRA NATH BANERdEAl (a) (i) In 

1921-22 the number of patients suffering from ** fever ** was 44,677. 
No se^mrate record of malaria cases is kept. 

(ti) In 1922-23 Government gave the Pabua district board a grant 
of Rs. 1,200 for the purchase of quinine. Government have no informa- 
tion as to the supplies purchased from local and dispensary funds. 

(b) No. 

(c) By indent on the Juvenile Jail, Alipore. 


Pabnt oharitabid hoapital. 

386. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon ble the 

Minist<*r in charge of the Dejiartraent of Local Self-Government aware— 

(i) that in-door i)atients in the Pabna charitable hospital are not 

cared for or well looked after; and 

(ii) that in the first week of January, 1923, a patient who was on 

the road-side and s<*nt to that hospital liy some kind-hearted 
gentleman, had to lie down on soiled bedding for a long 
time and that no arrangements whatstK»ver were made either 
to remove the soiled bedding and straw under him or to 
cleanse regularly the space occupied by that jiatient? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the authorities of that haspital to this and of seeing 
that every iHissible care and comfort are available to the jiaticnts 
admitted there' and that regular arrangements are made to cleanse the 
night-soil, ate., in the rooms? 

The Noffble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) Govern- 

ment believe this statement to be incorrect. 

(tt) The true facts of the cose are as follows: — 

An insane street beggar suffering from severe dysentery was brought 
to the hospital in a very grave condition. lie was placed in the Isolated 
Ward and Wing a lunatic and — a frequent result of insanity — very 
dirty in his habits, he was oontinually soiling his bedding. Sever^ 
good mattresses were spoiled and the hospital authorities were finally 
obliged (n give him old bedding. The patient was given eveiy aUen- 
tion but succumbed on the P2th day alter admission. 
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(1^) No. Tike comfort of a hc»aiwtftl ia larjfely dependent on iti 
iiiooine and Government believe that the Pabna Hospital autbrntios 
the beat u»e of their meagre funda. 

Aitminion of Rojthohi divitioii ttudonts into 
modiotl institutioni in BongaL 

387. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon'ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Self-Government be 

pleased to state — 

(i) how man>^ inhabitants of the Kajshahi division in general, and 
Pabna district in particular, applied for admission into the 
medical scbrnds and collegeH of Hengul <luring the year.s 1920, 
1921, and 1922; 

(if) how many of them were admitted and how many have lieen 
refused admission in curb of the srhools ami colleges during 
those years ; and 

(fif) how many students of the liaj.shahi divisi»»n atid also of the 
Pabna district are prosecuting their studies in each of the 
classes of medical scloxds and <()lleges in Bengal at present)' 

Thn Hon*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA S A statement if* 
laid on the Library table. 

Bone mills at Beiiaghatta. 

388. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: With reference to tht 

reply given to my unstarre<l f|ue*5f!rm No. f> of the I7th .Lujuary, 1922. 
will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self« 
Government be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken to 
mitigate the nuisance caused by the Bone Mills under the jurisdiction 
of the Maniktala municiimlity ? , 

The HaiPbla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAs Government 
have no further information. It is the duty of the municipal commis- 
•ionent to se<*ure the nbateinerit of nuisances within their jurisdiction. 

Pay and proapaots of ofllcori aorving in toebnioal 
and indiittrial aohoolt. 

888l Mavivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon*b)e thi 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries Ik 
pleoned to state whether it is a fact — 

<*) that the officers now serving in the technical and industrial 
schools under the Director of Industries, originally served to 
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the Education Department under the Director of Public 
Instruction ; 

(it) that they were transferred to the Department of Industries; and 
(iiV) that on their transfer tbej" were given assurances by the Gov- 
ernment in paragraph 2 of the Director of Industries, 
Bengars letter No. 987 D.I., dated 25th April, 1921, to the 
effect that their pay and prospects would not be affected by 
these transfers? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle the Minister be pleased to state why tl^c 
case of these officers were not taken into consideration when the pay and 
prospect.*^ of the officers serving in the Education J)epartment were 
improved and the educational services reorganised? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate improving the pay and prospects of these 
officers? If so, when? , 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) Yes. 

(tf) Yes. 

(m) Yes. 

(h) Because these officers were not then under the control of the 
Education Department. 

(c) The matter is already under the consideration of Government. 


Anticipated defloit in the Budget for 1S23-24. 

3S0. Mr. BNOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in (diarge of the Defwrtment of Finance Ik* pleased to state 
whether the Government anticipate anv deficit in the next year’s budget 
(1923-1924)? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Memlier Ik* pleased to state — 

(G what is the amount of such deficit ; 

(ii) how are the Government proposing to meet the deficit ; 

(mV) whether the Government intend to give effect to any of the 
ret'oniniendations of the Provincial Retrenchment Committee 
in the next year’s budget ; and 

(f r> if so, what will be the extent of the financial relief to be effeetef} 
thereby ? 

MBMBBR In ohargo of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE, tht HoiPMi 
Mr* Doiiald)S (u) (5), (»), (u), (m) aod (iv) The inoaibir j| 
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I to the answer given to unsiarred queetion No. 281 asked by Sbab 
Emdadul Haq on the 29tk January; 1923. 


King Edward Mamoriai NatpHtl In Mldniiwrt and 
Shama Charan Laiia Eya InErmary. 

m. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of lx>cal SelMiovernnient be 
pleased to state — 

(i) when the Midnapore Hospital came to l)e called the ** Pearce 
Hospital 

(it) arho was “ Peanns 

(ill) why was the hospital named the ** Pearce HiispitHl 
(iv) what was the reason for re-naming the hoepital as ** King 
Edward Memorial Hospital ” as per Notification No. 2(»47- 
Medical, dated the ilth Noveral)er, 1922, published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 15th NovemWr, 1922? 

(b) Will the Hoirhle the Minister also he pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the name of the “ Shama (linran l 4 iha 
Eye Infirmary ” is to lie changed; 

(if) what is the total expenditure incurred in building and eipiip- 
ping the said Eye Infirmary in the beginning ; 

(ill) what is the amount of contribution made by the late Habu 
Shama Charan I^ha; 

(ir) whether there was any condition attached to the said contri- 
bution ; 

(r) when was the contribution made; and 

(ri) what is the reason for the proposed change in the name? 

(r) Will the Hon ’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
heirs and the representatives of the late Babu flhama Charan liuha and 
the Midnapore public have been consultml in the matter of the changea 
made or proposed? 

Tlw Hon’blt Sir tURENDRA NATH SANERdEAi (a) (t) No * 

information is available. 

<tt) Mr. John Pearce, R.K., was the Collector of Midnapore, during 
the latter part of the ISth century — certainly during the period from 
1781 to 1788. 

(m) Muhammad Sadatnlla was the owner of the estate known as 
Nasarganja. He placed the estate at the disposal of Mr. Pearce on the 
gadefttandiag that the income therefrom would be used for helping 
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the agred, the lame, the sick and the helpless poor/' This estate irw 
improved by Mr. Pearce a’ho had it made a trust property, the Collecter 
being the trustee; the estate was made lakhiraj by order of the Revenue 
Board and confirmed by His Ex/*e!lency Lord (Cornwallis. The old 
hospital of Miduapore bad its share in the income, which it still enjoys; 
in all probability the hospital was nahied after Mr. Peatce in considera* 
tion of the aforesaid help for its maintenance. 

(iv) When the new buildings were constructed in 1913, the nanoe ol 
the hospital was changed into the King Edward Memorial Hospital. Af 
the nM'ords of the hospital have been destroyed by fire it cannot be traced 
under what cin-umstances the change of designation was suggested. The 
oldest block, the out-door department of the dispensary, still bears the 
name of Pearce Hospital. 

(b) (t) No. 

{ii) Us. 1,37,902. ' 

(mV) Us. 60,000. 

(iv) The contribution was made on condition that (iovernment should 
give the site and manage and maintain the hospital when huilt. 

(r) In October, 1889. 

(ri) The question does not arise, 

(r) In 1913 the old Pearce Hospital needed renewal and (‘ertain 
investments were sold to raise money for building the present new 
liospital. When the new' building was completed, the hospital wah 
re-named the “ King Edward Memorial Hospital." The hospital records 
were deHtroye<l by fire in 1918 and it is not known on what authority the 
change of name projwised by the local officers and approved by (iovern- 
ment, w'as made. 


Condition of roods in Bonkura due to floods. 


3M. Bobu RISHirtDRA NATH 8ARKAR * (o) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Lcs'al Self- 
(Joverumeut l>een dniwn to the fact that owing to the heavy rains anc 
recent floods of the Darkeswar, Silalmti and Knnshai many of the public 
roads in Baukura have Wn Imdly damaged? 

(h) Has any financial assistiiiu'e Wen made to the district tH»ard to 
repair these roads? 

(c) Are the (jovernment proposing to assist the district board if this 
has not already been done? 

(ff) Is it a fact that the people living within the jurisdiction of police- 
stations Tnldangra, Khatra, Raipur and Fulknstna are suffering 
incx>nrenienc^ on account of the bad condition of the roads? 
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(h) No. 

(c) The district hoard asked for a grant of Rs. (i.5,000, but has been 
Informed that there is no likelihtMid of a giant l>eing given and has been 
iisked to consider the question of applying for a loan. 

(fl) Government have no inbnmatioii ns to the particular village)! 
mentioned. 


CovariuMfit Bill. 

The CaloutU Mutiioi|Md Bill, 1921. 

Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIM KHAN: 1 move that clause 19 (/) (a), 
namely, is a female; or** he reins<»rted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon*bfe Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Mauivi 
Sahib, I want you to move No. 154 also, Ijecause it relates to pettHms 
qualified t(» vote and should therefore l>e taken Iw'fore No. 149, which 
relote.s to persons jjualifiiMi t<* be candidates. 

Mauivi HAMiD«UD-DIN KHAN: I shall take the two motions 
together. I also move that clause 21 (/) (o), namely, “<o) is a female; 
or” be reinst*rted, 

\t the very outlet, I owe an apology to those who may call me a 
coward or brand me with the epithet of unciiivHlnms (»r pretenlitius or 
the like expression, to hear me patiently without expressing any sign 
of paKsion or prejudice. 

My objoctitui.s to the extensimi of women franchise, are on the follow- 
ing grounds: — 

(/) A resolution f<m the exten.sioii of the franchise in the reformed 
Council to w'omen was moved by my hon*ble friend, Mr. S. M. Hose, on 
the Ist of Septeml)er, 1921, and it is known to us all what fate the resolu- 
tion met at that time. May I ask now whether the condition of the 
country has .since then l>een changed to favour the grant of the franchise 
to womens Has anything unusual happened that has flung open the 
door of the franchise to them, has any sjMM ial event happened which 
entitles them to claim such suffrage? If nothing special, nothing extra- 
ordinary*, nothing unusual has happened by this time, I fail to under- 
stand the reason of the advocacy of extensiim of the franchise Ut our 
fair sex. The female, franchise was refused by (his Council by an 
overwhelming majority only one and a half years ago. The same (Viun- 
Oil itili exists, with almrwt the same members. Have the opinions of the 
members undergone a change in favour of granting the franchise to 
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women P I pause for a reply. My arjirumerit is that as tke francluae 
was not extended to women in the reformed Council — the enlarged and 
extended (Council — the franchise should not he extended to the Calcutta 
municipality, which is a (\>uncil with coum illors in miniature form. 

( 2 ) My second point is ulielher women of erlucation he given the 

franchise. I think the educational qualification should not be the quali- 
fication for its justification. My friend, uld Raja Reshee Case Law, 
wishes to grant suffrage to women graduates of any university. There- 
by be means to say that they are highly qualified as they had degree 
badge of distinction fr^uu a university. Vciy good. Did the greaf 
and renowned women of the past, like Khuna or Liltihati, Nurjahan or 
Chandbihi, and women (»f modern times, like Rani lUiobani or Rani 
Sornamoyee, graduate from any university? Are these women inferior, 
as they got no degree, to any of the so-called <iualified uiunen graduates 
of any university? Can anv of our female graduates be compared with 
them? Had they not managed their afi.iiis-- moro complicated affairs — 
more complex pfditical problems - without graduation afid without being 
out of ? Does (be univcrsily gia<luaiion justify a woman for th©' 

franchise*, leaving her poor si.stius u1h» have not the chance oi fortune 
for passing through the <joor of a ulli^ef^it\ to catrh at a degree? I, for 
these reasons, cannot lend my support to the amendment of the Raja. 

( 3 ) My third point is that wmncii in all voeietics hold an inferior 

position. 1'be Hindu Uisbis of old did not give Hindu women the right 
of worshipping their gods and goddesses; tlx' law -makers diil not give 
them absolute rights in property. In Kuiope -the abode of (iviliza- 
tion, learning ami ctiltun* - what was the jMtKjtidii of women? 1'hey 
were regarded ns inert' cbatt»ls and eould own no pnqierty (d their own. 
Kven the great Cropbet, who was nio«*t nermis and lila'ral to women, 
did not give .Mosliun women equal sliaie with im'ii. And w hy ? Reenuse 
they were considered by all f.t law-makers, to be incompeteut 

to discharge etiually the funrtions wlii<]i (ould la‘ ,su('ces>fully done by 
men alone; because (bry tliougbl tliat there is a fumlamental distinction 
lrt>tvreen men and women. S<i there coiibl be no equality betwetui men 
and women in the sjiheie of life. Natuie bus made tliem different from 
men as is evinced from the delicacy and the constitution of their frame. 
Nature has made them for light duty and light Avork, so their sphexe of 
activities is confined to the hoim*, where (hey rtile supreme. Nature 
has made division of work for men and wotuen. From what w© see in 
our every-ilay lifiA — a hoy and giil of same age playing together^ — the 
boy will take to riding by putting a stick or n»d between his legs, whereaa 
the girl will mimic cooking, Why this? Nobody instructs them to do 
f»o. Nature tenches them to do sti. to fit them for the work they will 
W THiuired to perform in days to come. There is no use fighting agmiust 
nature. To fight against nature is sin. so nature has made women to 
keep home and to look to tlm comforts and lonvenience of men, who 
nre matle f<»r harder and difficult duties, and to hwk to the welfiuw of 
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tarn children, Icaviiij; tlici: interest in }he safe ruatody of iueU| wliOM 
is ttlso iileutical \vnh that ui u'oineu. Wom^n wevt never UB* 
hippy U*iiig guitied by thoir fat her, lirother, liUslmud aiui sons. Wuiueii 
will connuit a great inistuke if \hi‘\ aspire to do work whic h should be 
doni by men alone aiut i.t« Wy uttenipiiug to do tlu-^ they will 

make the world nnhupiH. iiut I think it would be a mistake — a great 
mistake — if they (cmie out and wian^^le witli men in the Held of |M>litie{t. 
Besides, if the IcMuale** < ono* out into the sjdiere ot polities, ilioir sweet 
temper, gcHidiies*' tii heaic, and tlt-ds' <itaiins, whiili ate theii peeuliar 
virtue, will gruduuliy vani.sh ami tlo\v will graibmlly degenerate into 
wrangling debutei>, ]»olitifal agitatois, and purlisiins, and 1 fear in 
course of time the\ will Ian ome un.sexed. 


The quuliHc'utioii of a voter, male' or femab*. depends on payment 
of certain tax or lent upon certain projicitx. Any wamtun, without the 
question of lieing t lia>1c oi um ll;^^:e, m»uI<I be a \otf*r, piovidi’d sbe pays 
a certain anemin of ia\. 'lln‘;c js imibing in this Act to prevent e 
woman of any ( haiaiter uiiii pJopcit\ fpiahHcation from \oting with- 
out any distnotitm ^vhat^oc\l•l. llioie is nothing, also tf» jirevenl u 
woman of objiM l otnaldc <haiafici with ceituin pioperty qualiiicutiou 
be<'(iming a votei or a ( ouncilbn in the t'orpoiution, if elected. Sir, 1 
cannot iniagim* toi a iiionc'nt that a woman id iiigh educational qualifi- 
cation or wtnneii of laiik will < ti>(c>t a M-at with s»n\ undesirable woman. 
^Vould an\ one of my woio.-n iiiemls in the {pallets like the idea of con- 
testing the saim* scat with a woman of tinestionalde chunicter; would 
any of tlicm like tlic idc; oi going in the fiollmg booth with her lady 
friends along with oi mix with these und«*sii aides ; would any of them 
like, the idea oi ( anxassing- o;gani/ing, pc'r.suading and supplieuting her 
voters, mole or feinul«\ to rlelc'at a ( ondulate of olijei tionable c haracterP 
If that he so, it will he a 'ight toi the god?, to sec. It that la* so, 1 should 
like to say that it will be an iiisult to theii common sense, it will lie an 
insult to their education, and il will be an insult to their high morality 
if they go and wrangle* with a eoinmon public woimiii, for a seat in the 
"Corporation. Mav 1 now unk my friends who #ie advocuU*s of women 
frauclnse, will tbe> like the idea that their mother, sistai, Vile or 
daughter will tiofqj to the polling booth wiih women of doiibtini (di.'irae- 
(<pr, mix with them, appro:u b and to la* appMi.o bed by tbeinP Will 
nny one oi my friends hen* like the idea of his mother, sister, wile or 
daughter sitting side by side with an undesirable woman in the 
*(*rmindl Chamber, engagonl in del ibei a tpm of the atfuii -i of ihe roi|»ora- 
iion ? 1 pause for a reply. 

liust of all I say that if female fram hi»»e be extendeil, then there W'lll 
be endless trouble not only of false pei **01101 ion but of other matters al»p; 
and there will be enonnous cost for providing a separate polling booth 
with provision for purdah and with a female rmirder of votei. 

With these words I support my amendments. 
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BaiHl HEM CHANDRA NASKER: The females should not be giveu 
the right of voting. The cases of Bombay and Madras are quite 
different from Bengal. In Bengal strict jmrdah system is observed. 
The women of Bengal have got no freedom ol action. They have got 
no interest separate from the males. So it will l>e creating a diversion 
of action if the right of franchise is allowed to the women. Moreover, 
the percentage of literate females is nothing in comparison w'ith the 
total female population of Bengal. So I appeal to the House to accept 
the amendment. 

Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: 1 am opposed to the idea of the franchise 
being extended to wonie^. The pvrdah-nmhinji consisting of Hindu and 
Muhammadan ladies W'ill not take advantage of the franchise as they 
cannot vote by proxy. Onl.v a small seclitm of women will enjoy the 
benefit, while the rest will be shut out from those rights and privileges 
for the only fault that they are within the purdah. Some provisions 
should have been made in the Bill for our unfortunate purdah-nnshin 
sisters. But 1, with many others, am of opinion that the fit place of 
a woman to exercise her talents and faculties is lier home and her fitU*st 
o<;cupation is to rule the hearth and home. 1 think the atmosphere in 
which she should move about should be free fioin the bitterness and 
ucriinonies of de»bating halls, and it is better foi her, as well as for our- 
selves, that she should not move in the alnn^spheie of unpleasant sights 
and sounds. 

BalHl RIBHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: The questiou of extending 
the franchise to women was discussed in this Coum il Chamber twice — 
once at the instance of Mr. S. M. Bose, who asked Oie Council to reconi- 
mend to Government to extend the franchise to women generally, and 
then on another occasion at the instance of Mr. Stark, who suggested 
that the franchise should l>e extended to Euro{>eun and Anglo-Indian 
women only. The dis<*usHion took place for several days, and after a 
careful considerution of the matter this Council came to the (onclusion 
that it should not l>e^*x\euded to them, and I hope that this time also the 
Council will consistently hold the same view. Sir, apart from the quas- 
lion of civilitation and no civilijsation, apart fnmi the question of literacy 
and illiteracy, a[>urt from the question of purdah and no purdah and 
women of undesirable character coming in, though these arguments are 
very sound so far us this province is concerned, I will urge that on general 
principles the fnuichise should not l)e extended to women in any country 
and for ail time. Sir, human life can l>e divided into two sphereie—one 
the home and the family and the other outside it. Men, being naturally 
atronger, must go out and bring fmxi for the family and other necessaries 
ol life, whereas women should remain at home, bring up children, ani 
make them citisens for the future nation. If both husband and wife go 
out, leaving the children to the rare of hired persons, surely it cannot 
be expected that their education will be of the samsLstandard as it wonl^ 
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lil if they were in charge oi their parenU.. Then what in the advantage in 
thiel^ The children will be left to other women at the same time. It ti 
only the rich women that will go and exercisie the franchise, leaving ilie 
rdiarge of their children to jHHirer <‘laa?i of the same sex. fcio, cousidering 
thi« matter in this light, 1 urge that the franchise shotild not lx* given to 
wpmen. They should stu!i<l by the sick l>ed and the cradle, and they 
should bring up children to iiiuke theiif citixtuis f(»r the future iiatioiL 
Apart frfuu that tpiestioii, convideriiig the matter in another light, 
] should say that tlie fntnchi.'ic should not tie extended to them. The 
ratepayers of tJiis city will ileinaiid that every coumdllor must attend 
all the debates, whether important or unimjmrtant, without interruption. 
But if the franchise is extended to woiiuui and if wtuuen couneillors come 
in, theie may l>e interruptions iH'iaiise of periodical unfitne.ss. If (he 
people of u particular constituemy whi< h she will iepre>u‘nt want that Mht» 
must he present in the Council when a veiy important mutter relating 
to that constituency is iHung disc ussed, it may hap|>en that she may md Ik* 
al>l(‘ to cumjdv with their wishes on uic.ouul of her temporary unfitness, 
ancl for tliis reason the franc hise shcMilcI not la* extended to the female. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadur: May 1 rise to a point of ordet h 
Are we disc ussing tiaiichisc in lespect cd‘ the* Ccium il or the Cori»ora(ii»n K 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: 1 am discussing it for every- 
where. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • Kxc use me, Hishindiu Haliu, the disc ussion 
t(wla> is alsmt municipal iianc hisc and has no conmadion wlmtf*ver with 
any parliamentary or h'gi.slutive body. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: j have not mentioned any 
legislative body at all, and my reasons may l)e upfilied to the CorjM)ra* 
tioii as well. 

In thi.s connc'ctioii I like to place }>efcire (his Council a passage from 
one of the greatest thinkers of the world. Frederic Harrison says: 

Supposing all other forces ecjual, il is just the five per cent, of the 
working capacity ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hardly think we need go into this question, f, 
would ask you to go to another point of your urgiimeitf. We all under- 
.etand your point — there is no further need to elaWraie it. 

Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOBE iahadUft But he has every 
right to do that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Excuse me, Kat Bahadur. I am the judge, 
tuiid when I say that he need not elaborate a certain point, you are nkd 

queetiou that. , . * » ' * t 
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Bibu RItHINDRA NATH iARKARs Am I debarred from analysis 
this point f 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The whole Council understands it — you need noT 
go into further details. 

Babu RItHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Well, Sir, I will place the 
Mubstunce of what the editor of this book says before the House:. 
“ Mr. Harrison makes no apology for male tyranny m»w or in the past, 
and admits that many wxdal i hnnges are needed for woman’s best develop- 
ment; but he argues that to break down the barriers that tend to 
distinguish the life of woman from that of man would be to shake the 
foundations of all family life and bring disaster to civilization.” 

That is the opinion of one of the greatest thinkers of modern times. 

Mr. 0. C. CHOSE: It is antiquated. 

BabllllffHINDRA NATH SARKAR: My friend, Mr. D. C. Ghose, 
says that it is an antiquated opinion, but this was written in the year 190H. 
The great author passed away from our midst in the month of January 
last. On these grounds 1 urge that the franchise should not be extended 
to women. 

Ri)a RESHEE CASE LAW: I move that for clause 19(/Un) the 
following be substituted, namel}': — 

” (a) is a female other than a graduate of any university; or.” 

The abject of my amendment is apparent from its wording. I venture 
to say that our female councillors should lie at the very beginning 
graduates of some university, wbicdi standard may l>e lowered later on. 
It must be adpWtted on all hands that in a society like ours there must 
be some educational qualification prescril)ed by statute in a female 
candidate for councillorship. I do not wish to enter into a controversy 
with the s{>eakers who have gone before, but in my opinion the woman 
with educational qualifieatiou is the best person to become a cxiuncillor 
or an alderman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have a number of amendments on the subject 
of women’s frauc'hise before the Council. I call upon Rai Dr. Haridhan 
Dutt Bahadur to move his amendment Ko. 84. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that in clause 5(a) 
for the words ” sixty-seven elected councillors ” the words ” sixty-eight 
elected councillors, of whom one shall be a lady councillor ” be 
substituted. 

1 do not intend to go into the merits or the demerits of the question 
af ladies' franchise. My friend, Baba Rishindra Nath Sarhar, had 
painted out that they ha^e been thrashed out on the Boor of this 
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once but twice. Well, the decision of the Council is there, but 
whether the decision should be accepted at the present moment or not, 
is a different matter. Personally everybody has got his own views, but 
collectively, although this House has passed an opinion against women 
franchise, that has not Wu accepted outside, ut least in some places. 
So far as the Corporation of Calcutta was concerned, we find that this 
body decided to extend women franchise. When the matter came before 
the Select Committee, that Committee decided ti> accept the opinion ol 
the Corporation of Calcutta, and in accordance with their w ishes the bars 
against women exercising the franchise have la^en rciiit»ved. I find hero 
the feeling is still existing that these burs shtmld U* again put in and 
that our women should not lie allowed to exen'ise the franchise. As I 
have begun by saying, I shall refrain from taking up the time of the 
Council by discussing the desirability of women franchise or alamt the 
w'isdom or otherwise of extension of that measure, hut I want to point out 
one thing which we all feel. If you waul to have child welfare work, 
maternity work, and similar scndal service work done by tJke,CorjH>ratiou 
in a proper manner, the ussoc'iution of the ladies would la* absolutely 
iiec‘e8sary. That is the reason why I think that the mere removal ol 
the disability would not meet the requirements of the ( use. The Select 
Committee has only removed the disability by omitting certain portions 
in sections 18(7) and 19, but my idea is that we should go u step further. 
We should not only enfranchise our sisters, hut we should make a provi. 
eion so that one of them may come into the ('orjMirution ('ouncil, and that 
she may help the (Wporation in the work of social service whit h is a very 
important portiiju of the w^ork of the Corporal ii»n. During the last four 
or five years, or it may be a little longer, (he (^)r]M)rHtion has taken upmi 
itself the extension of its maternity and child welfare work. Heft»re 
that such work was almost unknown to the Corporation. We have now 
arranged for maternity homes and child welfare, and we have decidoo 
to extend the sphere of work in different portions of the city. Therefore 
it is high time that the asacK’iation of ladies in the ('or|H>ration should he 
secured. If we accept the situation which has l)eeii created for us by the 
Select Committee, the result would he that all^lhe difficulties of ladies* 
franchise would be there, but the advantages would be lost. There are 
in the different wards of Calcutta possibilities of a small numlmr of ladies 
coming in as electors in the electoral lists, but nowhere is there the 
slightest possibility of any preponderating nunil>er of ladies coming in in 
any of these lists. The result would be that no lady candidate who might 
offer her services to the city will have the slightest chance of being 
successful at an election. 

Mr. D. C. QHOtBl Wby notf 


Rai Or. H Am OMAN OUTT Murtliri My friend wants to know why 
Aot* It is a question of majority and minority, lo every ward, while 
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tkei-e would be 2,OOU lueu voters, there would be 200 women voters in the 
list. Unless that lady is exceptionally fortunate an^is perha|>s excep- 
tionally brilliant to attract attention, and, 1 may say, the sympathy 
and the co-operation ot the 2,000 men voters, there is no chance ot getting 
herself elected as a representative of that particular ward, bo, IIk 
result would be that men (fundidutes would exploit the situation to theii 
advantage. 1 feel that these women voters would be either neglected 
altogether or be taken ad vantage of by men candidates for purposes oi 
their own. 'Ihose who are anxious that the ladies should co-operate with 
the Corporation in the social .service woik will kindly bear in mind thai 
simply enfranchising women would not serve their purpose. They mighi 
help women in getting this question ot women suhiage advamed a little, 
but so fur us actual work by them is concerned, 1 respetrtfully submit 
that it would not serve their purpose. 1 shall he glad to see 
Judies returned to the Corporation, but at the prestuit moment 1 venture 
to suggest that one seat mighi be reserved for women voters. 1 am mak- 
ing a guess, for i have not got actual figures with me. It is quite 
possible that when the new electoral rolls are prejiared, there would be 
about /1,00U womeirvoters. At the present moment about electors, 

or even less, return one candiiiute to the (’orporution, and if the 
women voters in the different wards <d the city are grouped int<i oi c 
electorate and if 1 ask this Council to give one seat to them, 1 do not 
think that 1 shall lie considered unjust or unfair to any. That is my 
justification for suggesting that one seat might be allotted to ladies. 1 
have said already, and 1 once more reiterate, that it we have one Jud^i 
in the Corporation, she will have suthiuent work to do. 1 lielieve that 
sulrstuntial progress in matters relating to muternity and child welfare 
would 1)0 very speedily achieved it we cun enlist an intelligent lady foi 
that purpose as a member of the CorjMiratihn. Some of my friends have 
pointed out their objections against my proposal, viz., that it is a special 
female constituency. The other day when we were discussing the ques- 
tion of couununul representation for Muliumimtdans, 1 found there was a 
feeling uguinst a special constituency. J do not know what is there in 
the words '* special t <HiHtttueucy,” and 1 would ask my friend.s to coiisidei 
that if you really want to extend the fianchise to women, you cannot 
avoid the special constituency. The difference between man and woman 
must always lie there. It is unlike the question of Hindus and Muham- 
madans or Kuru|>eans and Indians. It is a creation of Clod. The differ- 
ence is there, and you must maintain that so long as women are there, 
and if ive seriously intend to enfranchise women, w*e need not be alarmed 
at the wonls “ sitecial constituency." One thing more, before I hnmh. 
1 would like to [>oint out to my friends, and particularly the Acting 
Chairman of the Corporation, that the difficulty we all feel in the 
introduction of women franchise is in the application and not in principle. 
When we have to apply this, we shall find enormous difficoltJes in our 
way. I do not for a moment suggeet that no franchise ehould be givan 
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ik women. As 1 have already said, I aiji in its favour, but at the eatne 
time 1 cannot Mittie the importance of the other question, via., whether 
it would be possible to apply this in our every •day life in the midst of our 
existing circumstances. We have expenem^e of elections, and in elec* 
tions we shall have to make arningemeuts for the ladies to come and 
to vote. There will be tremendous ditliculties to carry this out. Te me 
it appears that some of these dithculties are almost insurmountable. The 
ffuniah system is there, whether we like it or not. Whether we should 
remove it or not is a different mutter. Amongst the Muhammudaiis, the 
purdah is more strict than amongst the Hindus. Most of us come from 
the orthodox community and we know that the purdah is there, and when 
the purdah is there, the identification question is a very m*i ious question. 
Weil, these diflicullies have to la* met, and 1 ha\e placed lielore you 
a solution. My proposal is to group all the woincii vulcis together and 
leave them one seat. Let the camliilates 1 m* ladies and not men. lad the 
ladies go and canvass for ihern.selvcs and then there will Im* no difficulty, 
for however purdah-nanhin she might 1m*, the holies are allowed to gt» 
and .see her. We ohjei ( to men; we do not object to women. If a 
Kuro|M*an lady tomes to my house to eunvass the ladies ol iny house who 
are eiectois, there will be no objection. Similarly, 1 io>}M*, if an Indian 
lady wants to go and cuiivu.ss an elector in a Muhammadan house, them 
need nut l>e any diiiii-ulty; hut the idea of a man (undidate approuchiufj 
a purdah-najihtn lady, at the present moment, seems to be ridiculous, I 
warn those who will Ih* responsible lor the introtluction of the measure 
to take this into their consideration. Again 1 say, if you seriously want 
this women fiaiu liisc to be |io]»ulur, you must find out a solution of the 
difficulties that at present exist. /*urdah is not likely to be done away 
with within the next five or six years. 1 am perfectly certain that it will 
not be done away with even within the next ten years, (iraduully thi 
ligoui-s are no doubt slackening, but it will tuky many years b<*fore oui 
sisters, w ives and motbers will come Wtoie a man to be canvassed. These 
aie actual facts, and you cannot and should not ignore facts. These 
difticultie.s lM*iiig there, the only solution that strikes iin* — and 1 have 
diM‘Us.sed this matter with some of my frieiids^is to group the ladies 
into one electorate and to leave them alone. Give them a seat in the 
Calcutta CorfKjratmn, or two if you like— I do not mind — but leave the 
whole thing to the ladies. I>et the ladies take interest in it. l^et the 
ladies stand as candidates. I<et them deidde for themselves who should 
be their representative in the ('orjMjratiou. With a view to meet thi.n 
point, imrticularly, 1 have placed this amendment liefore you. If this 
principle is accepted, I shall come before you and reijuest you to give 
me opportunities to put in some other amendments, so that the principle 
may W given effect to, * 

Mr. 0. C. CHOSE: I am afraid I cannot accord my support to the 
amendment which has been moved by my friend, Dr. Haridhati Dutt^ 
He will forgive me, I hope, if I veniiue to describe hie amendment ae w 
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kind of purdah party arrangement. The women Toters, in his. opinion, 
should have nothing to do with men voters. They are to have a con- 
stituency of their own, and that constituency is to enjoy the rare privi- 
lege of returning one solitary woman councillor to the Corporation. 1 
am surprised that my friend should come forw'ard with a suggestion ol 
this kind. What do w'e hnd now everywhere? Do we not find that the 
spirit of freedom is manifest on ail sides? It is manifest in the social 
sphere us it is in the political sphere. We find everywhere a steady, 
persistent march towards freedom. Is it not therefore incongruous, 
is it not an anachronism, is it not a retrograde step now to try to impoi-t 
into the political sphere ideas which are being discarded in the social 
sphered <-kiy friend lias admitted himself that the purdah is in a lair 
way of disappearing altogether. Everywhere one finds a tendency to 
do away with the purdah. One seldom finds a tendency nowadays to 
observe strict purdah. And this is the time, this is the moment when 
my friend, in the guise of a reformer, comes forward to stereotype in the 
political sphere what is gradually being discarded in the social sphere, 
fiesides, 1 venture to think that the whole object of extending the fran- 
chise to women will be defeated if we accept the hou*ble member's 
method of dealing with this question. What, alter all, is the object of 
giving the franchise to women? Is it not to enable women to lake their 
proper and legitimate share in public affairs? Is it nut to give 
them a proper and legitimate share in the return of good men us 
municipal commissioners of Calcutta? If that is the object of the 
iranchise, do we not defeat it altogether by conhning the poor women to 
a separate special constituency and asking them not to take part in the 
elections which take place outside their con.stitueiicy and to contiiie their 
choice to the return of one solitary woman to the Corporation? It will 
appear from the proceedings ol the CoijMiratiun that the CoriHiratiou waa 
overwhelmingly in support of the extension of the franchise to womeo, 
and 1 venture to think that we cannot do better than accept and act upon 
the considered opinion of the Corporation. Let us be just. If we are 
going to give the vote to women, let us give it to them on the same terms 
as men are going to have it under the new legislation. ’ Tray, let us 
not whittle down the extension of the franchise to women by creating 
a speiual constituency and asking that constituency to return one 
single woman member to the Corporation. 1 do not know from whera 
my hon'ble friend has got his brilliant idea, but I have made inquirieg 
and I find that the women themselves do not w’ant such a special 
electorate or such a special constituency. They themselves consider 
it a dlur upon their capacity to take a proper and legitimate ehm in 
the municipul affairs of Calcutta. They do not want that their infitienoe 
..ahould be restricted in any way. Why then should the hon'hlq 
member be so anxious to segregate them ? Why should he be so eaget 
to keep them aloof? If we are going to give them the vote, let us give 
it in the same terms as men will have it nndtr the new Act. 
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l^e right to giTe vote doee not crry with it any compolidoa to 
C^rciM that vote. If there are womeii who do not like to exeroiae the 
tole, they need not do so; but that is no reason whv others. . who are 
ennous and wdlmg to exercise the vote, should be prevented from eo 
^ng. Before I clo.se, I should like to say one word on the question, 
the large question, of the desirability of participation of women in 
politics. 


Municipal politics, Mr. Ghoss! 

Hr. D. c. CHOSE: Municipal affairs, yes. The old orthodox argu. 
roeni that the true functions of wonmnluHKl would he altogether jeo|Kir- 
by the inclusion of women in the field of public affairs has long 
been exploded. The experience of countrie.s where women have got the 
right to vote has shown, has ahundantly shown, that neither the exis- 
tence of the race is menaced, nor the tenderest and the im»st sacred 
influences which come from women and which animate mankind are in 
any danger of disappearing altogether. .\nd India is imt going to he an 
exception. Here, us in other countries, w mien vill l ot he degraded; 
women will not In* demoralixed on a< count of their taking a profier and 
legitimate share in public affairs. 

I will add one final argument. If we distrust the examples and the 
experience of other countries, let us at any rate consider wliat has he*»n 
done in other parts of India. Homhay has given the right to vole to 
women. Madras has given it. 


Hr. PRESIDENT: We are not debating m.w the question whether 
women should have a vote for election to the Legislative Council, We 
are discussing the question of municipal franchise to women. For the 
last two or three minutes, you were discussing the right of women to 
take part in politics. We are not discussing that at all. 

Hr. 0. C. CHOSE: May 1 submit that I was referring to the muni- 
cipal franchise in Bombay? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You did not say ho. 

Mr. D. 0. CHOSE. I said public; affairs. Municipal affairs are 
public affaiFS. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS A branch of public affairs, Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. D. G. CHOSE S Bombay has given municipal franchise to women. 
«o has Madras, and so has Bihar. I ask therefore ; Shall we in Bengal 
behind? Shall Bengal, the home of every forward movement in the 
past, hesitate to advance and give women their proper and legitimate 
ehare in public affairs? I hope, devoutly hope, that we shall not do io. 
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The Hon'Me the MAHARA9ADHIRAJA BAHADUR 
BURDWANe Ah I nhould not like to give a silent vote against ifll tl 
propoHals. of women franchifle in the Calcutta Municipal Act, I fee 
inciimhcnt upon, me to nay a very few words on the subject. I h 
neither the handsome presence nor the eloquence of my fric 
Mr. D. C. Ghose, who probably, when he goes round to his lady frie 
to canvass, will easily fascinate them to give him their votes, but w 
I wish to point out to this Council is simply this. No sensible Ind 
desires in any way to show' disrespect to his womenfolk ; on the ot 
hand, no Indian wishes either to force the pace or to see even in mun 
pal legislation anything put in which might cause in practice a i 
nuisance to purdah ladies. I will not mention the occasion, but o 
very recently there was an occasion when for some public charity 
house-to-house visitation by a certain class of women took* place in t 
very city, (Hear, hear.^ Now, if in connection with the munici 
elections— T hope you will pardon me, Sir. if you think I am making 
personal refle(‘tion— a number of lady admirers of say, a pjirticu 
gentleman were to go round canvassing for him in this fashion, it wm 
become a nuisance for a certain class of purdah ladies. And I would 
very chary, therefore, in making a plunge with a view to giving a f 
of our more enlightened ladies this privilege without due c< 
sideration of this fact; and as I do not consider that the time 1 
arrived to make this provision on as broad a basis as it is proposed, 
^eel I must oppose any idea of woman franchise in municipal Calcutta, 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I oppose all the amendments, and before discui 
ing them in detail, I would like to make certain general ohservatioi 
In September 11)21, 1 had the honour of moving a resolution that wonr 
l)e given the franchise for the legislative Coum il. hut jnany of n 
friends thought that it was too early to bring this forward, and th( 
pointed out that I had begun at the wrong end of the. ladder. Tin 
said that in the hsal bodie.s no franchise had been granted to womei 
and HO they suggested that an early experiment should first be made 
granting women franchioc in the hn-al bodies; and then it would he tin 
l<i introduce the wider question of granting women franchise to tl 
Council 

Now, Sir, this is just the experiment desired by njy friends, Tl 
Select Committee has reiommended (hat the sex di.squalification b< 
removed, so that there should be nothing to prevent women from votin 
or standing for election, I cannot see any possible objwtion to thi 
Beyond all question, the case for the grant of municipal franchise 
much stmngt'r than ever than for the grant of |>olitical franchii 
generally. In thelatter case, it may l)e urged, as it was urged last tiro( 
that women owing to their seclusion are incapable of understanding pd 
ti(‘». But in the C4>r|iorution, the problem is much simpler — an ever; 
day pmblera which affects inhabitants of both the sexes personally — ^poi 
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lild, heiieT water-mipply and deanar city. Then there are other 
aa my friend. Rai Bahadur Dr. DuU, haa pointed out, in which 
u^oteen moie than men are vitally interested, as for iuaianoe. child* 
welfare, matemity.houHinf?, hyfrene, etc. If a^e really want to improve 
this n’ty, we must, J submit with r'ontideni^ fpet the help of women in 
these matters, and the liest way of doirifr so will Im» to ffive them (he vote. 

I therefore, maintain that it is neresnarv for our own welfare that women 
should have the vote. Sir, I ask : Who are we to my to women, ‘*We 
give you the vote,” or *‘We will not give you the voter' Franchise, 

I say., is the elementary birthright of every eitiren. male or female. 
Anyone who pays rates and taxes has the inherent right to w»e how these 
rates and tuxes should Ik* s|K*nt. ('annot w^onien (dnim as of right the 
benefit of the principle, no taxation without representation? Sir, this 
is not the case of charity, or favour, or Inmn, It is a case of elemen- 
tary justice. 

Now let ma (urn to the various amendments. Our friends, the ene- 
mies, have taken various disgui.*«eH and foriiis. 

The movers of amen<lments Nos. 142—46 and ir)4~~5() have oj)en[y 
and fairly said that women should not have the vote. My friend, Raja 
RfsheeTase Law, in his motion No. 142 is more insidious, but my friend, 
Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridbau Dutt, is still more ilangerous. He care- 
fully dissembles his love for women and kicks them downstairs. 


Now, as to motions Nos. 146 — 46 and 154 — 56, the stock argument has 
l)een advanced b}* Muuivi Hamid-ud-din Kluui, who has said vary much 
what he said last time; but my friend, Mr. Rishindra Nath Sarkar, fears 
that this will interfere wfth the home. How going once in three years 
to the poll will seriously interfere with the home, I for one fail to under- 
stand. I need not dwell on the arguments he has advanced. IxHituse 
I think Mr. I). C. (ihose has sufficiently answered them. Further, as it 
has already l)een pointed out, similar rights as regards municipal fran- 
chise have been given in Madras, Bombiy, Bihar^ and even in the 
United Provinces. My friend, Mr. Nasim Ali, who is so fond f>f (pioting 
the United Provinces (Vmncil, will perhaps b<j interested to hear that 
in the United Provinces for several years women in the municipulitiivi 
have been enjoying the franchise, and I hoiw that after this statement 
Ihy .friend will come over to my side. 

Then, os regards motion No. 142 of the Raja Sahib restricting fran- 
chise to women graduates only, I am op]M)sed to it altogether. The 
educated women of Bengal do not want to have any right not shared by 
all their sisters. No doubt it is a tempting bait. But I maintain that 
many women, though illiterate, in the <»rdiiiary sense, possess a vast 
amount of common sense and shrewdness and are lietter qualified in many 
ways to vote than many of us here. (Hear, hear). It is well known 
that man 3 ^ women have managed large estates with a skill that hai 
extorted admiration from men. 
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Then I come to Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt'a amfndment tri 
aa I have said, is a most tempting one, but beyond all question il’u| 
most dangerous of all the amendments (Nos. 84, 128 and 134). 
propoMil for a 8eparat« ladies’ electorate and a aeparate seat looks rery 
nice and tempting. But, Sir^ after anxiolis consideration I kave com^ 
to the conclusion that this tempting bait should be rejected. We are 
ill aware of the fundamental objections to a separate electorate and I 
need not dwell on them here. The objection is still stronger in this case. 
We want to have the help of women as voters, especiall.v we want their 
influence to radiate upon us. We want them to come out and meet us on 
I common platform of civic interest. We do not desire their seclusion 
)r their exclusion from the general electorate. I must confess, Sir, that 
t is with great regret that I must decline this tempting offer, but just 
ti I oppose a Muhammadan electorate on the ground that it would be 
lad for Hindus, for Muhammadans, as well as for the whole nation, 
10 1“ oppose the woman electorate on the ground that it would be bad for 
he man, hud for the woman, and bad for the nation. 


A few more remarks and 1 conclude. I am aware of a party of 
eaction which seeks to deny women the exercise of their fundamental 
civic rights. 


Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I rise to a point of order. 
Can anyone opjKJsing female franchise W branded as belonging to a party 
of reaction P 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: There is nothing disorderly in Mr. Bose’s remarks. 
It is merely a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I am aware of a party of reaction of which my 
friend, the Kumar Sahib, is a leader and which seeks to deny women the 
exercise of (heir fundamental civic rights. T wish to draw their atten- 
tion to the fart that there is a general feeling all over the country that 
the rights of women should be ret^ognieed. Those who oppose their 
claim are deaf and blin^d, and ore out of touch with the feelings of the 
people they claim to represent. But, Sir, this attempt to stem the tide 
of progress will he futile. The party of reaction crj'ing to the incom- 
ing fide, “Thus far and no farther,” will be swept away. Our cauee 
is just, and (he force of time is with us and we go inarching on. 

Mr. P. E. E. VILLIERBt Despite the fact, Sir, that I have the 
misfortune to be a bachelor, it is with a feeling of trepidation, almost 
amounting to |ianic, that I rise to address the House on this very vexed 
question, for 1 realise that in doing so, I am skating on very thin ice. 
Indeed, I hold that a question such as this should be argued out in c am em, 
for to discuss whether the franchise should he extended to ladiee in the 
presence of ladies, is, to my mind, very much the same as diecuseing in 
front of a hungry lioilesi as to whether or not die should be acoordod 
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bw long«d^ayed meals. Mtim^ver, I know enough of women to know 
this much, that if they want the franchise, (hey will eventually get it. 
(tlear, hear.) There is, to my mind, no question at all that in many 
municipal matters women are not only as well qualified, but, indeiHl, 
very much.better qualified t<» deal with than men are ; this aspect has been 
expounded at some length by my friend, Mr. I). C. (Ihose, who has 
accorded in detail to the fail sex these attributes. On the o*lhcr hand, 
Sir, we must not think that the ladies are without their shortcomings; 
and in this connection I would remind my Hindu friends what one of the 
greatest of their Pantheon said — the great god Maheswani; for he, in dis- 
cussing woman with his wife, l*arvati, pointed out to her that woman 
was a mine of faults. IndiHsi. he went furthei ^ for he had the temerity to 
say that even she was a mine of faults, inasmuch as she was, as it were, 
the very incarnation of woman, and added that it was well that it was 
so, for had they not their faults, they would lose half their ( hnnn. 

In the West we, too, recognise their fallability, for we have a iloggerel 
in English which runs as follows: — 

Oh, ttie neatneiiR of a woman when ahe’a nest, 

Oh, the Kweetness of a woman when ahe’i sweet, 

Oh, the aadneHN of a woman wt>en ahe'a aad, 

Oh, the gladness of a woman when «he*a glad. 

But the neatneaii and the aweetnisia, 

And the aadneaa and the gladness, 

Are BR nothing to her madness when she’a mad. 

I would feel disposed, therefore. Sir, if only to avoid the din^ mad- 
ness, to support women l)eing given (he franchise; and indeed I have it 
very definitely in mind to support this so far as European ladies are 
concerned. But, here in India, there appear t<» l>e so many purely Indian 
proi and com, so many side-issues of which the Europeans can in fact 
know nothing, there are so many delicate {mints ^trenching on the sacred 
intimacy of the Indian home, that it seems to me that this is a question 
that must be fought out mainly as between my Indian friends. And 
it is therefore, Sir, that a.s a Eurofa^ari, I would suggest Ui ray Kuro|man 
non<oi{icial friends that they should abstain from voting not from any 
motive of cowardice, but on the ground that, in dealing with a subject 
of which wa know so little and in view of (be fact that the question is 
one which in all its essentials can only he adequately dealt with by 
Indians, we had better leave it to Indians to decide. 

PfVltitOf S« C* MIIKHCflJIs I oppose all the amendments. I 
congratulate the Corporation of Calcutta on its decision to give franchise 
to our ladies. It is a matter of profound joy to me that there is at least 
one ptiUic body in Calcutta which has in it men with wise heads and 
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well-baianced judgment. Sir, the Calcutta Corporation deals with- 
politics, hut they are home politics — politics which concern us and touch 
us in every-day affairs of our life. One reason why we ought to have 
ladies either as voters or as councillors is that you will generally find 
that women possess a shrewd common sense, and, what is more valuable, 
they have a sense of the ludicrous. You will seldom find a woman who 
talks nonsense, while you will find in assemblies any number of men 
talking undiluted, arrant nonsense. Sir, I speak from experience. In 
our missionary councils^ in our church committees, we have women 
sitting side by side with us, males, and di'K'Ussing delicate and difficult 
problems of great complexity; it is a matter of privilege and pleasure 
to receive the solid and substantial contribution which they make to our 
deliberations. The arguments that have been set forth against w^omen 
franchise are antiquated and antediluvian. They are as old as Noah’s 
Ark. The modern age has exploded them, set them at naught. I am 
astounded to hear that women must remain at home and bring up children, 
us if, by coming into municipal councils, they are going to give up their 
looking after their household affairs, and will not bring up their children, 
attend to their husbands, fathers and sons and daughters. On the other 
hand, what do we find? We find that these are the very women who 
take greater interest in the education of their (diildren, in the work of 
their hushatids, and in their household duties. Again 1 say I sj)eak from 
experience. I am not drawing upon my imagination, because I was 
brought up in a home in w’hi<‘h the education of women played a most 
conspicuous part. In the pro<*eedings of the Corporation I find that 
this motion was carried by 21 votes against 4. Well. Sir, if the munici- 
pal commissioners, after going into this question very carefully, have 
given their (MUisidered judgment that the enfraiuhisement of women 
will he of real benefit, why should we, the memWrs of the 1/egislative 
Council, stand in their way and oppose this Wneficent piece of 
legislation f 

I oppose the amendments wdth all the emphasis that I command. 

Mr, Df PUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surmlra Nath Ray) : I am sorry 
1 cannot support female suffrage. This question came up before 
the Council liefore this and I had the misfortnne of opposing the 
resolution of my friend, Mr. S. M. Bose, at the time. Nothing has 
hapi>eiK*d since then in the emntry to change my mind or change 
my ideas. I am opposed to female franchise because I do 'not 
find there is any general demand for it in this country on the part 
of our ladies. You can confer a right when there is a demand 
in the countn’ for such a right or for sucii a privilege. I tell 
my friends either in this Council or outside this Council, ** If 
there is a demand in the country for such a franchise give it hy all 
means, but if them is no such demand, why should you try to thrust 
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{^ntales have beeo thinking of entering the Council or the Oorpomiioii 
after the lleform* have been introduced and after bearing iw rending 
in newspaperg about what the guffragettes have been doing in England, 
but before thig did you hear of any enlightene<! female of this c<»uniry 
ever thinking of entering the ('ouncil or the (V)i*jK>rat ion ? At hnuji I 
have not heard of it. 

I ghoiild like to know whether it would not be more profitable to 
the country’ if the femaleg who are now tr^'ing to enter the municipal 
coiincilg, devoted their time and energy to the hogpitalg of t'alcutta, 
which are numerous. I should like to st^e them nurse the sick and 
the wounded, like the “ Little Sisters of the Pm)r.'* I should like 
to know if there is a single Indian lady who hag devoted her time to any , 
of the numerous hospitals in Calcutta. Why should not they try to 
spread iMlucation among the females? Why should the s[nvnnl of female 
education Im* left to the males? What have the W’omen done to sj>n*a<l 
it? In my opinion they have done very little. They can do much, 
but up to now they have done hanlly anything. Thest* an* some of the 
grounds on which I opiKise female franchise. 

Rtl NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA BaMdiir: It is said 
that we are heading towards “ l>einocra<‘y.*’ I do not know if the 
term “ Demos ” includes women ; but if it dm»s, 1 think there is absolutely 
no reason why this privilege should lie denied to the women of our 
country. Sir, my friend, Halm Uishendra Nath Sarkar, has (|UOted 
certain senteiu^es from a Usik written hy the lute KredeiJc Ilarrigon. 
I’here is al.so a very hrilliaiit essay on the subject of female emancipa- 
tion, written by John Stuart Mill, whose name, in the world of phil- 
osophy is well-known. It has b<M»n very ably pointed out that the 
gnint of female fninchise in res|iect of the Calcutta (WiKmition will Iw 
of the gmitest service to us. This ig a right which our woineribdk 
eminently deserve. Sir, it has lieim stated that they should devote them- 
selves to social servioe, but it is not the work done, hy the ('alcutta 
Corinmition, or by any other munivdpulity, ffudal service t<M)? If 
that be so, I do not know on what grounds we can deny them (his 
privilege and right of franchise. 

My friend, the Deputy- President, has complained that there is no 
demand for the franchise fn>m the side of women os a whole, and that 
it is only since the intHsluction of the Reforms, that fa>me of them 
are claiming it. That is his position. But, Sir, I say bow many 
of your men demanded local ;seIf-goven»ment or, for /the matter 
of that, the Reforms some ten years back? And not only 
that: we know for certain that a deputation consisting of ver>' 
respectable la4ios waited upon His Excellency the Governor for the 
extension of the franchise to them, and His Excellency expressed 
his sympathy for the movement. Not only that; it has been pointed 
out that this right — this privilege — has been extended to women in 
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provinces in India and that Bengal is lagging behind ; this is 
a standing disgrace to Bengal. Rai Dr. Haridhan Duit Bahadur has 
said that there should be a s<irt of special electorate for women. I 
ask) ** Why?’^ Special ele(!torates are always objectionable. Not only 
that ; all that we want is that these women, who claim to exercise this 
right, should know that this is not only a privilege to them, but a duty, 
f(»r every right has its corresjKinding duty, aiid if this privilege is 
extended to women, I think they would l>e alive to their duty. In 
England, l)efore this right was extended to women numerous women 
were doing excellent service and sordal work, and they have always 
lx*en admired by men for this kind of service. During the war, like 
heavenly angels, they lielped the wounded; and why should this right 
Im* refuHe<l to ihemy It is said that women are women, and men are 
men: tiiat is so; hut is there any diflferenee in the “ mentality ” of men 
and women? Of course that is a very difficult (juestion and 1 am not 
going to dis(uiHs it^ — there are some who say that women have no 
“ souls and therefon* have n(» intelligent^*. That is a veiy futile 
argument. I do not think that any <»f the amendments that have ht*en 
proiswed can he supported on grounds of j)uhlc policy. Then, as to 
the nuisance of canvassing hy women pointed out by the Maharaja- 
dhiruja Bahadur <>f Burdwan; all caiivas.sing is a nuisitnce, whether 
exert*is<‘d hy men or women. I know, whenever a man offers himstdf 
for election, there are (»ften “ women ” canvassers engugtHl. From my 
exjH'rienee, I have never found women miivassers a “ nuisance.” I do 
not know what is at the hack of the mind td the Maharaja Bahadur. 
Some |XM)ple do not like t^invassers at all. If we give a light which 
is to W. exercised hy ladic^s, if it is a privilege* or a right) for which 
we ai'e clamouring this kind cd nuisance is inevitable in every 
representative institution; and it is a fact that the Corporation has suiv 
ported the extension of the franchi.se hy an overwhelming majority. 
If there are difficulties in voting and the indies feel them, they are 
(juite welcome not to vote, hut those who are competent to vote and 
desire ho do it under the existing law ns well as under the proposed 
law should have the right of exercising that vote; and I do not see 
any rt^awm why we should refuse them that right. I think, therefore, 
the reixiininendations of the Selei't Committee should be accepted. 

Kuniir SHIB SHEKHAftESWAR RAY: This matter of female 
franchise had f»e<*n discussed ad nauseam in this Council on a former 
owmsion, and I hoiied we then came to a finality in our decision for 
some time at least. And the Ooveniment in its original draft of the 
Bill had very wisely excluded the females. It is the Select Committee 
that in their effusive charity to women have insertcnl these things, 
only to rake up those old quarrels. 8ir, I do not propose to reiterate 
those old arguments, for it is useless to try to convince those who are 
blind*A \w fk Air i^nrn ii_ j • 1 . 
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Sir, female franchise in itself would be a thing of very doubtful benefit, 
giving an undue advantage to those c^ommunitiea who do not observe 
the purdah over those who still do. For it is only in hepuniah houses 
along with one single male voter there would follow a host of 
“ votresses ” of wives, daughters, sisters, neic-4»s, aunts, mothers, mother- 
in-law, all possessing franchise by |»erhai>s having motor cars, gharries, 
horses, and lap dogs iegislere<l in their own names. Mr. 1). (\ Chose 
cited some instanres from Bombay and Madnis. The citations of theiie 
iiistaiK'es might spur the mettle of those w’ho do not think for themselves 
but prefer to have their thinking done by the |teople of other pnjvincaa. 
Such citation.s might l)e of help to thoM* who proceed not on convi(%tion, 
hut from a spirit of unthinking rivalry and are fonder of limitations 
than anything else. (\>nsidering our present social condition in t>aU 
cutta. I make hold to lussert that we — 1 will not .say the Hindus — 
the majority of tin* Hindus and thoM* who call themselves true Hindus 
ami Muhammadans would not now ('onsent to female fmnchise and 
thu.s allow ourselves to ho s\vam|H'd by other communities whose voting 
strength wouhl doubled it not 4]uadrupled hy this one stroke of the 
]»en. Sir, I theiefiue supiKirt the amendment moved hy my friend, 
Maulvi flamid-ud-din Khan. 

(’(lining to the amendment of Bai Bahadur J)r. Huridhan Diitt, I 
am veiy glad to find— although I do not find liiin in his s<*ut now'— that 
he has ojijiosed the female frunchi.se in the genenil eh'<’tonite. So if 
this amiMidment of liis fails, 1 am quite sure he will vote with us. Sir, 
Uat Bahadur l)r. llandhan Dutt seems to Im* tdrsessed with an idea that 
the male»» of the sjiecies <*an never n»prt»stM»t the views of the femules. 
He seems to tliink that their interests differ i*o widely that unless the 
ladie> ha\e a repre.seiitat i ve of their ow'ii st«x, they never have their 
\iews represented. If that Is* hitji idea. Sir, then I think he is quite 
light in his own cas4», i.c., he himself inu.st acknowledge that hy this 
lie eonfessf^ not to repn*sent the views of the ladies and that if W’e 
are to Isdieve Mr. I). (’. Chose, a great champion of the Indies caiiMe, 
the ladie.s theiiisidves do not w’unt what the Boctor a.sks us to grant 
them, namely, one single lady councillor elec ted hy a laclie-*’ constituency 
for the whole of the city of (Vlcutta. Sir, it might W assumed for 
the sake of argument that there is just isissihility of a lady coun- 
c.illor lieing useful to the ('alculta (kirporatioii. But what I wonder 
and fail to understand is how the Doctor Itai Bahadur c^ould light 
upon the novel idea of a ii])erial female constituenc’y. Of course I am 
in favour of represen fatibn of the minontiee, but only when their 
interests differ a good deal from those of the majority. But, Hir, for 
whom is this female constituency meant? I think, Sir, t’uii the 
interest of men do not differ so much from those of women, and for 
all pruclical jmrposes men do reprewnt the ladies of their bouses. And I 
might quote a line oft quoted by the champions of female suffrage 
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that they riw or faU together. Do 1 understand, Sir, that the Rai 
Bahadur’s female constituency would consist of those females who hold 
views diametrically opposite to the views held by the male members trf 
their families together with those women who have no men to protect 
them or to represent whom the men feel ashamed? Sir, if that be his 
idea, then 1 am afraid it would be a good thing for the Corporation 
to bo rid of their elect. Or, Sir, if the Rai Bahadur thinks that ladies 
other than those so unprincipled or unprotected would come and vote 
in lar^e iiuml)«rH, then I am afraid that here agpain he expreHaes his 
Ignorance of them. Most of the ladies in Calcutta being purdah- 
nothin ladies, (hey take no interest in all these municipal affairs, and 
if they do— they are very few in* numtier— I dure say that they have 
so much confidence in their men that they consider ’themselves quite 
safe in reposing their trust in men. Thus, .Sir, even if the 
Uai Bahadur’s amendment lie passed, so few ladies would exercise 
their franchise that their ele<-t oan never, in (ruth, lie said to be the 
ladies’ representative, but only of a very small sei tion of them nnd (hen 
again w<> shall have another i.retcmler in (he (h)r|s>rution who does not 
represent the majority of the ehs torate. Sir, I havi^i.o hesitation in 
admitting that if a suitable lady could found, her services would lie 
of immenso help to our CoriHiratioii. But in the presimt social condition 
of our riity, election is not the projwr method to secure such a ladv 
councillor. Bather, nomination is (he ls‘st way to find a realiv useful 
Indy councillor, and there is nothing in the rules to pn-vent the Govern, 
ment from making such a nomination. Sir, the l.mrn.xl Dmtor’s pre- 
scription IS tiK, hitter for us to swallow, and I oppose his amendment 
and niamtain (hat a nominated lady councillor would jirove far more 
useful than the elect of his ([ueer iimalgam of an ull-(Vlcuttu female 


Babu AMULYA OHONE AODlTi I .support the amendment moved 
by my esteemed friend, Hal Dr. Uaridhan Dtitt Bahadur. 

(.\t this Stage the Hon’hle (he President left (he Council and the 
Deput>'-I*reHKlont tmik dhe Chair.] 

Bibu AMULYA OHONE AOOYf As the payment of municipal rate, 
and taxes entitles a male person to vote, I fail to understand whv the 
^me payment should not entitle a female to vote at municipal eleefion*. 
Hut 1 hint that there are certain difficulties which atand in the wav of 
^Utling a female to vote. First of oil, most of them are illiteiwte, 
aecondly, some of the women. I am really ashamed to sav are of ill 
fame! and thirdly, most of the females of Calcutta am either Hindus 
or Muhammadans who ohm>rve the purdahnathin svstem. Theoe are the 

n frauchiae to women. 

It may be argued that in Mad^ aa well as in Bombay the females ate 
dlowud to vote; but I mhmii that tbera is no such pmrdahruuktn 
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either in Madras or in Boinl>ay. It may 'also be argued that in Europe 
the^ ladies are allowed to vote ; but there, also, none of the ladies obeervea 
the purdah and most of them are literate. 1 must say that Heaven has 
entrusted different duties to men as well as women. I am strongly oi 
opinion that women are Iniru mothers and therefore this franchise should 
not lie thruht ujmn them 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKt I rise to a point of onler. Are 
all women Ikirn mot hers ^ 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADOY: What I mean to say is that 

sjMHMtic duties have l>een entrusted to them. Sir, if this House is ol 
opinicut that women should l»e allowed to vote, I submit that a spiM'ial 
const iuieiK'V should be c reated for them. IxMiking at the practical 
aspect of the ipiestion, 1 do in»t think that the women, even if entitleo 
to vote, would Ik* in a iKnition to return a woman councillor U» the 
(’oi poiati(»n. Kven in England, the women who are entitled to vote 
toim about one-thud of the total numbei of voters, but how muny are 
u( tiially returned by themy It is not m(»re than three of the ()7(1 meml)erH 
in the Hiiti<«h I'at liaineiit . If that be the case in England, ] am sure 
n(»t a single woman candidate shall Ik* ietiune<l in the ('or|Miration ot 
t’alcutla. Women aie not expected to know the qualifications tif the 
mtile i-andidutes, and the women councillors will be in a l>etter |K»sition 
to ascfutain the grievances of the wauneii f»f t'uh’utta. I’lierebire, I 
would suggest to ha\e a separatV eonstitueiicy for (he females of ('nlcuttu, 
hut at the same tune I must say that one seal is quite insufficient for 
Cuh utta and the added urea, and 1 would theretore have four seats for 
them. 


Babu NITYA OHON MUKHERdI: Notwithstanding all the strong 
argument put for ward hy the supitorters of female franchise in ('alcutta, 
] have lK*en aide to iiiuster courage to op|Hise it. 'i'he priiu’ipul fKOiits 
brought buward by tbose gentlemen are four pi numlK*r, vi*. — 

( /) What right have we to deprive (he womenfolk of their legitimate 
right 

(1^) That it may l»e that most of (he ladies are uneducated, yet they 
will l>e able to use their diw retioii as voters in a far better way 
than many of us do here. 

(J) 'Chat fiYim experience it has lieen found that men as a rule talk 
more nonsense and irrelevant things, while the females as a 
rule nev'er do so. 

(d) That if the females are allowed to lie voters and commissioners, 
they will discharge their duties to their parents, huslmnds, 
and others in a far lietter way than what they fio at present. 
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The fir«t poiat was put forward by Mr. J). C. Ghose ; but may I know, 
Sir, how many ladies of Calcutta are represented by him? Most of the 
females of this big town are purdah ladies. They never come out and 
never mix with people; they even do not know that any such question 
of the right of female franchise is under consideration of this Council. 
Only a small fraction of the total number of ladies of Calcutta do not 
obsei-ve purdah and they mix with people, and so they may know the 
details of this question. But as compared with the total number ol 
females of Calcutta, the number of these ladies is only a very small 
fraction and may l)e counted on one’s lingers, and therefore Mr. D. C. 
Ghose’s argument that females would l)€ deprived of their legitimate 
right has no foundation on facts. 

The se<;ond jwint was raised by Mr. S. M. Bose. If uneducated ladies 
are elected as municipal commissioners the result will be that they will, 
while in the meeting room, hold the pa|)er8 containing the proc?eedings 
of meetings upside down, and at the time of giving votes Hiey will raise 
their hands according as their friends advise them to do. tut I he ^ame 
side as their friends will do, and this is perhaps the intelligent wuy in 
which my friend suggests that they will Ih‘ able to use their discretion. 

The third and fourth jioints were raisetl by Professor Mukherji, and 
I urn glad that he is sitting here. Mr. Mukherji says that he has learned 
from ex|>erien(*ei that men, w’hile talking together, talk a lot of nonsense 
ntid irrelevant things, while females never do so. Sir, we are not respon- 
sible for this experience, Mr. Mukherji is responsible for the company 
he keeps, which has induced him to experien(*e such n state of affairs. 
Sir, 1 do not think you would rule me out of order if I say that if the 
females of this city come to know of this statement, they inght say that 
Mr. Mukherji has said what he him.self was doing. Then as reganls the 
argument that if they were allowed to attend municial meetings, they 
will Ih' able to discharge their duties towards the meinl»er8 of their 
rt'spective families in a far bettei way. What he says he speaks fron» 
ex|>eriem*e. I think he must have had his pxj>erie>^<*e somewhei’c 
outside India, Wnuse female franchise has only recently Wn given in 
India in stime of the other fwovimes; so how (an he say they will dia- 
charge their duties in a l>etter way, unless and until be has earned his 
experience somew'here else? 

My friend fnmi Barisal supports this. He thinks that he is quite safe 
as he lives at a long distance from Calcutta and so be knows that his wife 
and daughters will not trouble him to get them elected as commissioners. 
His argument is of no value. There is another very practical point : 
ii is a fiu't that only very few families allow their ladies to go out and 
take part in social or political matters; if that is so, only certain families 
will have a large number of voters, whereas in other families (here will 
be a far less number. The best thing is for us to make more advance in 
female education, which alone can ultimately lead to the improvement 
of the whole nation. 
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Khin BahMiur MiHlvi WAtIMUODIN AHMEDs 1 support tht 
amendment moved by niy friend, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din Kbati. On 
last occasion when this question came up for discusHiou, I expressed fi»j 
opinion, and I have found no reason to change niy opinion since then. 
It hae been argued that when Eun>{>e and other advanced countrien have 
extended the franchise to females, why nhqdld India not then imitate f 
know the propensity of imitating, or rather aping, Western methods is 
very i-ampant in this country, but we do not imitate the good qualities ol 
those countries. Now what are tlie cinmmstanceH under which this 
female franchise was granted in those countries!' In Europe, there ai-e 
fighting rates, they fight with one another, they are decimated 
by war, and they have to take the help of ftunules in their 
ordinary duties. And tonsider the circumstances under which 
England was forced to ai‘cord this privilege to her teniules. At 
that time England was engaged in war and many people were killetl, and 
there was great need of help from females. The lemales were also then 
agitating over this matter and they wei-e creating a situation whic h could 
no longer be borne. Under these circumstances the franchise was extend* 
ed to them. Hut I find that [>eople of high ideals now lament the 
circumstances under which they were forced to extejid this privilege, 
l>e( aiise it appears that in many countries the fetiiales, hy tcs) much mix- 
ing with the males, are despising the virtues that are their summum 
honu/n. They g(» so far us to deny themselves of the quality of mother- 
hcMxl. We read in newspapers that in France and other coiintiies the 
authorities are trying their liest now to keep females within due hounds 
with regard to wearing appartd, but cannot do so. So for various reasons 
these things have taken place in Euro|ie. Why Hlomld we lush forward 
and imbilx* those qualities and vice.s which we should avoid In those 
countries females are advanced not only in education but in many other 
tilings. For generations past they have lM‘en mi.xing with men on n 
footing of equality. In those countries the punhth system is u thing 
which is (juite foreign, and feimiles identify themselves with various 
activities—social. iHilitical, religious, and what not. But if y<m allow 
proraisruity in India, many vices will creep ink) our sck iety, both Hindu 
and Muhammadan. 

[At this stage, the Hon’ble the President returned to th 4 » (’liair.] 

With regard to legislation, we must imik to exi>edieiiry, convenienea 
and other things. 1 f we take the population of Calcutta we will find that 
except a few, the vast majority of females do not understand inAiiit H. 
They will not undentand how aifaira in thamunicipality are conducted. 
I’here is no keen nececwity felt*to bring in females into the (Corporation , 
although Dr. Dutt has said so. The Calcutta Corporation have been 
working for a long time, but none of them have ever felt the necessity 
of having a female in their midat. [Babu SraKKDkA Nath Mallik ; 
Uueetion.] If the acting Chairman qneetioua it, he can have a female 
nominated, but why peep into the privacy of Hindttii and Hubamtnadana f 
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Mr. Mukherji has said that men talk cousense, while women never do 
so. Mr. Bose has said that there are women who manage their property 
well. I do not doubt it. But they are exceptions. And jf Mr. Mukherji’s 
contention is right, then why not reverse the position H Let men look 
after children and household aftairs and women take to jwlitics. But 
then WKdety cannot go on. And unless our females are highly educated 
and made free, we cannot allow them the franchise. If you do away with 
the purdah system, then give them the franchise; otherwise not. As 
regards the unemployment problem — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Unemployment is not at all relevant to the 
female suffrage question, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Very well, Sir. 
With these words I support Mauivi Hamid-ud-din Khan’s amendment. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I did not intend to speak on 
this resolution, but, Sir, when I find such a dearth of chivalry in this 
House, 1 feel 1 must raise my voice in support of woman suffrage. Sir, 
it is regrettable that this discussion is neiessar.v at all. Yes, it is 
regrettable that we should be disiussing this question, when all the 
civilixed countries in the world have already treed their womenfolk and 
have given them the franchise. The princijde of female suffrage has 
Imhui accepted hy them all. Sir, this Council has hceri ciying foi 
progress and more progress since its inception. Now, here is a jirm tical 
step. Surely, it is a progressive matter to grant suffrage to the women, 
and it is a dis< redit to this country that we have not already granted theni 
the suffrage. AN hy, Sir, we generally find, wl»en men are congregatetl 
together their conversation is not of a veiy elevated nature, but as soon 
as the women join in, you will at once mdice that their [the men’s) 
('onversatioii Incomes animated and lifted io a higher level. The 
presence of the women invariably tends to bring the liest out of them. 
When we get these lady municijMil commissioners, as get them we will, 
then you will find that tl«*y will Im» of immense value in conducting the 
wmrk of the Corporation. Sir, they have already proved themselves 
very useful in Corporation work at Home. They are helping in the 
welfare work of the rhildi'en. They are ‘u.ssisting in the bahy clinhs, 
and their service.^ are always valuable for the guidance of mothers in 
the rearing of children and they are also helping in the haspitals, and 1 
certainly think that they will l>e of great assistam e and raise the tone ol 
the Corporation, when they are sitting alongside us on the Corporation 
H<»anl. I am only surprised that we have not got them there already 
Sir, it is no use trjing to stop [wogress. We also know the well-known 
adage that the hand that rot'ks the cradle rules the world. Then why 
endeavour to stop this powerful hand from helping you in doing gooll 
to the citiaens of Calcutta P I hope that this (Ytuiu il will shtiw* 



CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


IBS.] 


M7 


lor all that it is sincerely projrressive. There has hardly been a reaidu* 
tion before the House where the word “ |)ro(rr*'ss ” has not been nse<l 
in argument, and this is an op]H>rtunity of proving that wc really mean 
projrresji by allowing women t6 vote. 


Rai 40GENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE RahMliir: Tho iwopoeal 
grant the fruncliise to feniule.Hof lieiigal ban prortHHUnl from unjustifiable s 
ignorance of the CAinditions of our mx'iety ami from a desire to apply 
absirai't ideas derived from reading a few foreign IkhiKs to our eommti* 
nity, when aucli application would lie iiositively harmful. I agree that 
there should be no disability, social or ]X)litical, for females ns females. 
Women have a just claim to all rights possessed hy men in property 
and other matters, including even the right to choose and discard their 
mates. Ihev have every right to equal facilities, indited to greater 
fm'ililies, for education, niev have €werv right to greater leisure and 
to l>e comfortably sup(xirt(Ml by their huslNuuls and fathers, for they 
uie the motliers of the race, glotified alsive all otheis, higher than heaven 
itself, says a wtdl-known Sanskrit text. Tliev have every right to frtHs- 
dom and the purdah should lx» aholi.shtMl. Hut us long as the purdah 
prevails among Hindus and Muhammadans, it is only woimui of a certain 
desf'ription who will enjoy the franchise, to tht' detriment of the »%ntiro 
s(M'iety. No invidious distinction can Im' made on that se 4 >re, so there 
is no alternative !)ut to negative the [woponal. Hut eeHainly there is 
no reason to deny the franchise to females of the Hrahmo, (’hristian and 
other communities other than Hindu uml Muhamituidun. I do hope, 
if this original prtqxisal of the Minister Iw rejectwl, which ought to bo 
and which must Ix' rejected, the Hon’hle Minister will Ih> pleased to 
accept the suggestion to make a slight nuxlificulion hy simply adding 
“ females other than Hindu and Muhammadan.'’ As regards granting 
the franchise U) graduate ladies, there can Ik' no reaMOimhle objection, 
and 1 strongly sup|x>rt the amendment of Itaja li^^sliee ('ase faiw. 
Education obliterates all differences of status between man and man 
Wtweeii woman and woman, and also l>etween man and woman, irres* 
pective of raix?, caste, colour, and cnjed. It |irovails against 
all differences of station, of wealib, honour, high placxjs, and 
power between man and man. A dark Sudra lady graduate is 
higher than the highest- bom Brahmin lady. You may have heard 
of the [>oetess Phyllis Wliately Black, daughter of the 8un, who was 
tom from her homes in the wilds of Africa, who extorted the hcnuage of 
iK'.holars and writers of two continents. The distinction of colour and 
creed, race and sect disappear in the bnght realms of learning, where 
truth and beauty reign supreme. 


BiAni armada on ARAN DUTTAl We have gone into the pr0$ 
and conM of the issue before the House. The real isiiue before the 
House is whether women should be granted the franchise at municipal 
elections, and the stde>issue« tie whether one of them sboitld he % 
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councillor by way of communal representation, or by election with an 
additional qualification of being a graduate. If the original proposi- 
tion is carried, other points will arise. As to the original pro- 
position, some of the gentlemen have waxed eloquent in trying to shut 
out women from exen^ising the franchise. It appears to me that the 
main iwinciple u]X)n which this franchise is proposed to be given to the 
women has l)een lost sight of. The criterion of exercising or giving tkis 
power of voting is the holding of some pro[)eriy and the jiayment of 
some taxes to the municipal coffers. If that is allowed by your muni- 
cijKil law, (lertainly any iierson who comes under that standard is entitled 
to exercise franchise at municipal elections. If that is so, there is 
ordinarily no reason why the womenfolk should ho shut out. It is a fact 
that absolutely illiterate and ignorant f>eople, having some property 
qualification, have Iwen given the franchise for the election of the 
memlxirs in this very CJouihuI. The same difficulty as to the identification 
was felt even at the time of the last general election for ('ouncil, and prob- 
ably, in many instances, this <-ould not Ik* overcome. Hut that wufn 
never consideml the reason to shut out these jK^oide. Hather it was 
understood that the more they would he given op|)ort uni ties the greater 
would he their training and understanding as to what franehise \^as. If 
that is true, then the franchise should he extended to women as well. 
The argument that some of those ladies who have ])ro|)tuty and who 
make payments to the iuunici|)al coffers are either illiterate or are under 
the influence of their stronger jmitiier does not stand at all and 
falls to the grouiol. Further, 1 have heard with all attention the si>eeches 
of some of the hon’hle memlMMs here, for whom 1 have the greatest 
resjiect, who have opjiosed it. What 1 have htwn able to gather from 
their siHM^ches is this: lluit those Mussalman gentlemen who are very 
much fond of the purdah system and thost* Hindu gentlemen who have 
imitated their Mussalman brethren, to whom the origin of the purdah 
system in Bengal is due, find it very difficult to do away with the purdah 
or to take away the screen from their womenfolk. We have already 
MUcc'Oeded in keeping half of our population — the mothers who have got 
to bring up our children iu the idea of ciliEimship (f hese ore the words 
1 have just now heard) — wives and sisters who will minister to our 
happiness, heolth and prosperity and in all matters, not only in case of 
illness but in other things as well — within the four boundaries of our 
home, hut in any other matter w hich concerns this mundane life, includ- 
ing civic and political as a whole, well, we have already kept our women- 
folk in abject darkness. If you really have respect for humanity, you 
should not keep your womenfolk behind the screen any longer, to the 
min of half of our population and detriment to the bt^t interests and 
welfare of our people. 

TIm in MAHARAdADHIIIAdA BAHADUII if 

iURDWANs May I rise to a point of onler. Sir? Is the hon*hle member 

4k- TT....— 4k- nk-:-ti 
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Babu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: I am mlcIrt^aiuK th« Chair 
and not the Iloune. So the a'holo (|ueHtion xa that if the idea of nation- 
hoo<l w to jffrow — if you waJit to march ona'artts t<» progreaa — if you want 
to p-o ahreaat with times and with |ieoplea of other civiliaed 
c(»un tries 


Hr, PRESIDENT: Annada Bahu, you had twitter addreea in an 
indirect way. 1 know it is difficult, hut you had Indter not use the 
word “ YOU,” etc., too fnM|ueiitly, hut try to adopt an indirect form. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Very well. Sir. We muHi 
resist the teniptaion of keeping? our womenfolk in uhj«H‘t darkness and 
ran‘<t allow them In take a share in our civic- administration of the city. 

I (|uite appreciate the difficult icw of a c‘erfain scM*tion of the community. 

I too observe the jntrduh system. But option i.s ^iven here, and there 
is nc^tliin^' to forc e me to take out my ladies if I am really fond of the 
purdah system, f say we are ejuite at lila^rty to do that. So the c|ues- 
tion of nuisance, as scune of the ho?nde memliers choose to think, it 
will create*, cIcm's not arise* at all. If is entirely eeptional, and it is emly 
inten(le‘d for that section of the community who re‘ally want the franchise. 
That section us has alre‘ady Ihhui admitted on all luends, is epiite' caj>eihle 
(jf ex»*rcism^r tlie* franc hi-^e. W(*ll, i*< there any e*arfhly n*ason why we 
should shut cMit those* veotm*?i from voting? Kranehise is meant only 
for tliat ‘iCM tion eef the c'oinmunity whiedi is intelligent and (Mlue'ated aiiel 
|s>sse*sses all the necensary c|Ualifieatie>ns ns voters. I mijrlit say here in 
jwissin^ that one c)f cmr Bc'ii^rali ^rirls, Sarojini Naidu, has iMeeii edewteed 
a councillor at Bomliay. If we ^ef one like her, should we not U* [iroud? 

Is it not a pity that without ^rivinpr our womenfolk any opf>ortunity of 
proving their capability of e.xerc ising their votes, we are discussing and 
have already, I gather, (akeoi if for grunted that they are unable to 
exercise that function ? I am afraid I do not understand the ri'anonahle- 
ne^ss or otherwise of that argument. In ('olcutta there aro many 
females among TTindiis and Muhammadans, other than Brahmos, 
Christians ancl Anglo-Indians, who do not not observe the purdah and 
are anxious to take an ae tive peirti in the civic life of the city. Is it right 
and proper, therefore, to deny them the franchise which they are «<» 
anxious to have?' Take female eelucalion in Bengal. In the days 
gone hv, when the cjuestion of female education was first moot eel, 
strenuous ohjee iions were raised to its extension for reasons not unknown 
to the iiieni}>ers of this House. But those days are happily dead and 
gone, and I hope rfiid trust that the days of opposition to female eman- 
ci]iation will also meet with the same fate; and I am confident that 
sooner or later the franchise will have to he given to women. 

KiMMr SHIB BHEKHAREBWAR RAYx I move that the queeiioti 
be now put. 4 
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Mft PRESIDENT: Not yet: I call u{N>n the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Corporation to speak. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am very glad that I have 
got an opjioriunity of expressing my views — I mean my own views — 
whitih are certainly in supjHjrt of women’s suffrage, as well as the views 
of the Corporation whi<;h I rejiresent here and which are also strongly 
in HupiKirt of that view, that votes should be given to women. Sir, to 
my mind the question has not bwn looked at fit)m the proper point 
of view by this Hoiiw*. The (piestion is not whether we should grant 
Women the vote. Bui the question is, what right have we to deprive 
them of the vote? The Corporation are demanding it. They say that 
the women are as much rate|>ayers as men. What right have we to 
dej>rive them of their inherent right of voting as ratejmyers? Sir, that 
is the whole <|uestion. Why should we, who are sitting in this House 
to make Jaws for the country, say that women should not have tlie voteP 
What right have we to do that? Is then* any reason for doing that? 
In the Coi‘iH>ration we take money from women as rates and tux(*s and 
W'e ffM*l that we are iKMind to give them the vote — the ordinary right of 
rut^qniyers. nie whole question has Imhmi lotiked at from the oi>]K)Hite 
|)oini of view, nuimdy, whether wv should gi\(‘ them the vote; hut I 
ask, have we any right to <leprive them of th(‘ vote, when wc are taking 
money fi’oin them? Are you preisinMl not to take any money from 
women laiidowfiers and h(»use-ownersP If not, then you have no 
right to (hquive them of the jKiwer — of the privilege of voting. Justice 
demands it. Wheti y<m tax them, you must give th<‘m the privilege 
of voting. Taxation is the only Imsis of franchise in the (V)rjH>ration. 

This matter was dis< ussed in on a lesolution mov(‘d hy Mr. Bose. 
That was thrown out. And I (juite understand it, as there were various 
considerations involve<l therein affe<'ting various (ommunities in the 
mufassal. Last year a similar motion hy Mr. Stark for the enfram 
chisement of the womenfolk of his community was also thrown out. 
This is the tliird lime that the matter has discu.ssed. In H>21 wo 
had Mr. Bose’s motion. That was thixjw'ii out by the Council on various 
considerations urged by various communities. laist year Mr. Stark 
brought a motion for giving the franchise to the women of his own 
community — KunqaMin and Aiiglo«lndian ladies, and that was even 
turned down. Does it now lie in the mouth of my friend. Rai Jogendra 
Chundor (those Bahadur, to siiy that if you give the franchise to women 
other than Hindu and Muhammadan, then that will he acceptable f 
Mr. Stark wanted the franchise on behalf of the ladieA of his own commu- 
nity, his sisters, daughters and others, and what right had you then to 
turn that down? Was that justice, or sim|dy because you ha<l the force 
of numl)er8 behind you and you did not hesitate to perpetrate an 
injustice P The real cause of the opposition, looking from every point 
of view, is the jmrdnht purdah and purdah^ and nothing else. To«i 
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Mialyw the whiJe thiiif^ from the lieginiiiiig to the end, and you will find 
that the only objeetion i» the purd4ih. There Heema to be nomething 
like an imi>re«sioii that we in the Calcutta (\>r|K)ratian have got a aet of 
inaian tors to drag out the punlahnmhtn ladiea and to tiike them by 
fort'e to the polling booth Them* gentlemen will forget or chooae to 
forget the elementaiy* principle that it in whtdly optional. You may not 
gif, and nolKKly asks yon to go. If for rpam»nfi c»f pnr^nh or fllnena or 
otherwise any lady doe*< not wish to go then*, «he may not go, it ia 
purely optional. Then why raiae the (piention of purdah? Thoae who 
obm*rve the purdah, let them not aend their wives, sisters and daughters, 
but what right have vou to shut out those cmnmunities a'ho do not 
observe the purdah the Indian Christian, the Hrahmo, the Jewish, the 
Anglo-Indian and other I'onimuiiitiw? You want the franchise for 
yourselves, but you will not extend it to your own mothers, sisters and 
daughters, though they have an im'ontrovertible right to it. Shame, to 
say the least of it I 

ft has lH‘en asked by my friend. Babu Surendrn \ath Hay, how many 
js'ople want it? This is the old bureaucratic argument against the 
extension of tin* franchise. There are 47 millions of |H»ople living in 
this country, and iiow many of them wantixl this extendiMl franchim^? 
Not even in a thou.saiid. And why have they still }M‘en given the fnin- 
ciM*? I am with no less a man than Gladstone himself in this (’onten- 
tion. ]!<* said: “ Never miml whether the |S‘opIe want it or not, give it 
til them, it will do them goixl.*’ Tliat is (he jsiint from whi<’h we have 
to loiik at it Can my frieml sav how many of them* 47 millions were 
anxious for the Befornis which have brought us hen*? That is an idle 
eirntention. If you do not want to give a thing, come straight and say 
so and finish — say that you will not do justice. It is knowm that this 
Council is against women — it is an anti-women Council— and usedess 
a man has got a lot of time to waste, he would no4 condesf'end to have 
a debate on this subject over and wer again hen*. We know (he ft*eJ- 
ing l>ehind you, ami that Is purdah. Why raise these unne<*essnry 
fiuestions? The present question is not at all isilitical. The question 
is not whether women should have the vote in Council elections and 
things of that kind. It is purely a muniri|ml question. We, the people 
of the Calcutta (WjKiratiou, want the assistance and oo-operation of our 
sisters, mothers and wives in our everv-day work. My friend, Khan 
Bahadur Wasiniuddin, — with the greatest {M>ssible reiqiect for him — has 
not got the same outlook for civic duties as we have here. We do not 
think that we finish our work by putting a dim kerosene oil lamp at 
every quarter of a mile or rejNiiring or rather clumsily patching a road 
once in 12 years. That is not the munici|ia] idea which we cherish here. * 
We have taken upon ourselves many imfwrtani duties for the per- 
formance of which the assistance and oo-operation of mir sisters, wives, 
mothers and daughters are of the greatest necessity. We have taken 
over the charge of the maternity homes. Who can help us more ibali 



in 


CAlxnJTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


[ 16 th Fn. 


tli« motherK of the city? Who can take a greater j)ri(le in this work 
than these ladies? We liave taken upon ourselves the work of lady 
health visihirs who go about in huMee$ and look after the mothers and 
babies in the lying-in r(K>ms and all that, and who can possibly 
inHj»<»ct this work Vietter than our lailies — our mothers, sisters and wives? 
Then, Sir, we have got our l»aby clinics. Is it fiossible for me or 
Dr. Haridhan Ihitt and others to go round and see that this worl^is 
projM^rly jH^rforrned ? It is only through the co-o|sM‘ation of ladies that 
we are able to run it. This is the work of the mothers of the city. 
Why tliese tnufassal members objiM't to this I cannot for a moment sc»e. 
We work in this city uccor<ling to (tur ow'n ideas, and I do not s(*e the 
Hlight<*st reiison w'hy they shcmld come and objes-t on the ground of 
purdah. We do not want anybody to la* dragged out of purdah. 
But what riglit liave you to juevent those who are anxious 
to (\ome to help us, wdio are anxioiis to join us and ilischarge their 
civic duties as citi^fuis of this great city? The (piestion arises, not 
whidher you should give them votes but, honestly s|xniking. whether 
you have any right to deprive them of the glorious op|>ort unity which 
the munici|»al life of Calcutta affords them to take their projx'r i>art in 
the civic duties of this great city. You wmnt justice from Kurojx*ans — 
from a foreign (Jovernment, but when theiiuestion arist*s of doing justice 
lu your <»wn mothers, sisters and daughters, you aie against it. If ,\ou 
act like this, \ou will m*ver succeed. Providence will be against you. 

'llien, Sir, I I'ome to Dr. Haridhan Dutl’s suggestion that one lady 
should Is* on the Coi |K>ration. This pro}x>sition is, prnna fuf ir, vei v 
temjiting not doubt a.s it goes, but apart from the othm meiits of the case 
which 1 neeil md discuss heie, 1 think it will 1 h* exceedingly unfortunate 
to ask one lady oidv to dime and sit. You are going to have 8t) or IMI 
men; is it fair that you should ask only one laily to come? Tlien there 
aiT otheis who say: “ (live it only to thoMe ladies who are grailuates.’* 
I I’unnot understand these |HM)ple, Why do you not come out of the 
shell altog<*ther? I do not like this ]iet»ping from just the mouth of 
the shell. Pome out and say you want to do this. There is no charm 
in graduates. We have, for instance, in our Corporation lady doctors — 
ladies who have pus.sed from the Campbell School — earning Bs. 200 to 
Hs. 000 a month. Are these ladies less qualified than lady graduates 
to vote? Tlien again lady teachers, who may not be gnwluates. Then 
we have Anglo-Indian ladies working in various catsicities. How can 
you shut them out? How can you make a distinction? There cannot 
be any half-way halting house in this matter. Y'ou are no»t doing justice 
to the sex of which you are horn. 

Rita RtiHEE CASE LAWS Hay I point out one thing? Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik has made a mistake. I did not say anjrthing 
about the franchise. I only Mid that in the matter of counetllors and 
aldermen, ladv mraduaies ahould be eliirible. 
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T tURlNDRA NATH MALLIKl Bu Bahadur Jog«ndra Chun- 

4er OhoM said this. 

Rajl REtHtC CASE LAW: Ha may have said so, but I did not 
•ay anything. 

BMni tURENDRA NATH MALLIKl 1 did not name anybody. 
However, I take them in a lump and consider them all io be ec|ually 
unreason ble. Come out of the shell straight. We in the Corporation 
discussed this question and carried it by 22 votes against il or 4 ; we have 
reiterated again and again that it would be of immense good if we have 
ladies to help us in these important matters, and- if we, the citisens of 
Calcutta, want it, if those who do not want the purd*Ut woiit this, what 
right have you to say “ No ” to that? Mr. Stark’s motion to give the 
franchise to AiigU)-lndian and Kuropt^an ladies was turnwl down for 
no reason what.soever. If they want it, wdiat is the rt^ason for your 
turning it down ^ The only reason at the back of this oppt>sition is 
purdah. The rest of the ingenious arguments that have been adduced 
are men' eyewash and [mre mmiiisliine. Nolsxly is going to take away 
your putdah at all. It is jHirely optional, there is no compulsion. In the 
case of men, only ♦K) of .'15 l»er cent, go to the isdling station. There- 
fore the argument that a few latlies only would care to exercise this 
fraiirhise d<H's not hold go(Kl. Then so far as your other grounds for 
objecting are concerned, they are hofielessly hollow. You simply do it 
l>eca\ise you know that you are in the majority— because you know that 
vou can trample down ♦be rights of the other s4»x. I, therefore, whole- 
heartedly siqqKut the claim of the (V>r|^>ration that women should have 
votes, 1 wholeh<HirttHlly sup|Kirt what is in the Hon’hle Minister’s 
Bill, that women should have votes, 

TlM Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAl As Member in 
charge of the Bill, I support the proposals set forth in the Bill and 
oppose the amendments which have been placed before the House. Sir, 
the Bill prt>p<mes— and I am in entire sympathy with the recommendation 

the removal of the sex dis^iualification whichdias long been in existence. 

Now, in regard to this disqualification, so far as town muiiicif>al liodiea 
are concerned, we find that in Bombay, in Madras, in the T-nited 
Provinces, and in Bihar it is non-existent. In Bengal alone, the 
premier province, which for genenitions has led the political thought 
of the country— in Bengal alone this disability prevails. I hold that if 
yoi' impose a disability or continue it, the burden of proof is upon you. 
You are io show that the disability ought to be there, that you are 
justified in tampering with an inalienable right which belongs to a 
inirtirular class. Have you done this, have lhf>se who opprise the propo- 
sition— the recoroineiidation of the Select Committee— have they made 
out a case in that respect? The burden of proof is upon them— the rea- 
ponaibiiity is theirs. Hnve they diacharfpd that responsibility? le 
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none of the speeches to which I have listened to-day has a word been 
breathed to justify this disability. Can anybody come forward with any 
arc^ment why this unnatural disqaulihcation should continue P. I can 
conceive of only one or two arguments in support of that view. For 
instance, it may be said that if women are withdrawn from their domestic 
functions, their household duties /would suffer. I dissent from that 
view altogether, and if you analyse it you will find it to be unsound. The 
more women mix with the outward world, the broader becomes their 
outlook and the more qualified they become for the discharge of their 
domestic duties, upon which the happiness and prosperity and the healfh 
of the community depend. There is one thing in regard to our woman- 
hood which may be a matter of just complaint, a matter of just grievance 
with us. It is alleged that their outlook is narrow, that they do not take 
broad views of things, and that they do not always show the commonsense 
which a knowledge of affairs would engender and foster. 1 am afraid, 
Rir, there is some justification for that view, but why should it be 
soP Why should their outlcMik he narrow, restricted, confined? Simply 
because we restrict them to heir household and donjestio duties and do 
not offer them the opportunities of mixing with the outward world and 
of identifying themselves with those activities whu'h would widen their 
outlook. I am sure that so far from this disability being continued, 
the argument is overwhelmingly strong that it should he at once removed. 
But my friend to the opposite, the Deputy-President says — there is no 
demand for it, they do not want it. Whether there is a demand or not, 
here is a matter of right and justice which has to be performed. Demand 
or no demand, do justice to the women of our r^>untry. A progressive 
Government does not stop to look at demands — it goes on under the 
impulses of its own beneficent and progressive policy. Was there any 
demand for the establishment of the Medical Oollege in Bengal in the 
year 1833 P No : not only was there no demand, but there was abhorrence 
for medical education at the time when the Medical College wan 
established. T*et me relate .an incident in my own family. My father 
was a medical man; he was a high-caste Eulin Brahmin. My grand- 
father raised serious objections to bis being admitted to the Medical 
(Villege, and you will remember, and it is a historical fact, that when 
Madhu Sudan Gupta for the first time dissected a dead body the batteries 
of Fort William thundered forth a salute in honour of the event. There- 
fore the question is not whether there is a demand or not, but whether it is 
right and proper that we sboulB remove this disability from the women 
of Calcutta. Sir, further there is this fact. The Corporation of Calcutta 
wants it and that body is the best judge in this matter. They are the 
representatives of the people of Calcutta. They believe and they say 
that by associating women with their work, their duties would he more 
satisfactorily performed. Have you any right to say ** No to that view P 
Bo yon or do yon not want the efficiency of the Calcutta Corporation 
to gr o w and inoreaseP Thoee who are in charge of the Corporation idl 
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you that by the cooperation of women their dutiea would be more 
aatisfactorily performed. What right have you to «ay **Ko'’ to that 
view, to intervene or to disregard that advice? I hope the Council 
will respond to the demand of the Corporation. You are at the present 
moment enacting or about to enact perhaps the most progressive piece 
of municipal legislation in India, and will you allow a blot of this kind 
to tarnish the pages of the municipal law, namely, this disability imposed 
upon women? I am sure the members of this Council, even my friend, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswnr Ray, whom I do not see in his place. Hindu and 
Muhammadan, orthodox and heterodox, all inspired by the common 
desire to do justice, all animnteil by the common impulse to help forward 
the work of the Corporation, will remove this disability with one voice 
and will not allow their private and personal feelings to interfere with 
the dis(‘harge of this solemn and sacred duty. 

I trust therefore that all these amendments which have l>een pr(»posed 
will he rejected. There is no <wcasion whatsoever for making a distinc- 
tion between litenirv women and women who are not literary. I think 
some one said — I think it was Professor Mukherjee — in the course of the 
discussion, that our women may lie illiterate, but their common-sense and 
shrewdness are marvellous. There is no distinction in our municipal law 
between literate and illiterate men. Then why should you make a dis- 
tinction between literate and illiterate women? Therefore that amend- 
ment which ‘4ccks to make such a distinction should go, and as refQsrfls 
the amendment of Uai Dr. Huridhan Dutt Bahadur, T desire to say that 
we can have no separate electorate for women. That would he against 
the spirit of the legislation upon which we have embarked. My friend, 
Mr, S, N. Mallik. has pointed (Uit why one seat for women should not \m 
reservetl. They may claim more seals and they may he entitled to more 
than half a do«»n seats. It would l>c an act of injustice if you n«w^rve 
a single seat for them. Therefore, Sir, onj all thesi* grounds I ofrynise 
the amendments. I once more apjieal to the House to rise to the height 
of the occasion, to ofien a new < hapier in (he municipal history of the 
city and to make this a re<l-le((er day in the unnals of the T/egislative 
Council by removing this great disability and doing the justice to which 
the women of the city are fully entitled. 

The motion that clause 2H/) (/i), namely, “(/i) is a female; or’* be 
reinserted, was then put and a division taken, with the following 
result : — 

AYM. 


AiMace, iCIiaa talMieiir Maelvl 
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Ray. Rata tartnira Natk. 

Ray. Kumar Sliia thaliliaratvar. 

Rlalil, Baku Ratlli Oliafiara. 
nay. Baku JtcMiira Krttlma. 

Ray. MaharaM Bahakur KakaiMiitR Oiaa Brm. 
Ray, Hr. Bljayyraaaa Bliiili. 

•alam, Khan Bahaiur Akivt. 

•arhar, Baba Rlthlnara Math. 
tuhrawarBy, Dr. Hattaln. 


NOEB. 


Bantrjta, tht Han'kM Sir turankra Nath. 

Banarjta, Dr. aramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Ral Bahaaur Aklnath OhanAra 
Baiu, Baku 4atlnara Nath. 

Banllay, Dr. C. A. 

BaM, Mr. 1. M. 

Ohaudhurl, Baku Kliharl Mahan. 

Dat, Mr. 1. R. 

Oat Oupta, Ral Bahaiur Nlkaran Chanira. 

Da, Ral Bahadur Panindralal. 

Oaara, MaJar<Oanaral B. N. 

OaLMIa, Mr. 4. A. 

Otttta, Baku Annada Charan. 

Parrattar, Mr. 4, Campkall. 

Ohata, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oaada, Mr. d. W. 

The Avpa beirifr 33 and the Noen 33, the PreMident ^ave his castinjf 
vote aj^ainst the motion, which was lost. 

The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


Hamall, Mr. W. W. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

MaNik, Baku Burandra Nath. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. 0. 

Mukharjl, Mr. B. 0. 

Mukharjl, Prafattar B. 0. 

Rahaa m , Mr. Akdur. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra LaL 
Ray, Baku aagandra Nath. 

' Ray, Baku Nallnl Nath. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

R^y, Mr. 4. N. 

I Ri/y, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mahan Blngh. 
I Barkar, Baku 4atath Chandra. 

Ban, Baku ManI LaL 
I Btuari'Wllllamt, Mr. B. C. 


Ohata, Ral Bahadur Ja g aR dh i Ohufidar. 
Karim, Maulvl Pailal. 

Khan, Mauhrl Namid-u*dlR. 

Law, Raja Rathaa Cata. 
Maharajadhlrala Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Han'Ma tha. 

Makramall, Munthl. 

Mukhapadhaya, Baku Barat Chandra. 
Natkar, Baku Ham Chandra. 

RahHn, tha Han*kla Bir Akd^ 


Addy, Baku Amulya Ohana. 


The motion that clause 19(/) (a), namely, “(o) is a female; or*’ he 
reinserted, was then put and a division taken, with the following 
result : — 


AVEB. 


Addy, Baku Amulya Dhana. 

Akmad, Mauhrl Nai Uddln. 

Ahmad, Munthl 4afar. 

Alt, Mr. Byad Natim. 

Barma, Nat BaMk Panahanan. 

Ohaudhurl, Mauhrl Bhah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, tha Nan'Ma tha Nawah Balyld 
Nawah AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Bat, Bahu Bhlthmadav, 

Ohata, Nat Bahadur AkBandra Ohun da r . 
Karim, Maulvl PaMaL 
Khan, Mauhrl HamltMid.dhi. 

Law, Raja Na ahaa Oaaa. 


Maharajadhlrala Bahadur af Burdwan, 
Iht Nan'Ma tha. 

Makramall, Munahl. 

Mutllak, Baku NIrada Bahary. 

Natkar, Baku Ham Chandra. 

NaMm, ika HatCkla ilr Akdwr 
Nay, Baku Burand ra NaOi. 

Ray. Kumar Bhik Bhakharaawar. 

RHM, Baku Ratik Chandra. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kakawnlah nm 
Bay, Mr. Bljaypraaad Bhigk. 

' Ray, Rki Bahadur Laitt Mahan ttnik. 
Barluir. Baku R Nk lndr a Nath. 


MOBB;. 


Alay. Mr, B. M a h kaaM 

Banarjta, tka Nau*Ma BIr Burauira MpBi. 

Banarjaa, Or. PramaBmwatk. 

Banarjaa, Ral Rakadur Akinaak OkaadfB 


; Raaa. Raku datindra NaRL 
i R i aBa y, Or. 0. A. 

RIrtty, Mr. L. 

i Oaaa. Mr. i. M. 
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O iM i m ir l , KtoUwi Mmi. UHm Uttnmmm Mk, 

SW. Mr. t. It MUTi Mr. A. 

DM OupU* lUI MM«r NIMnii OkMirtu M^AMIn, Mr. M. t. 


9k Rsl ■■lia<«r FiiiliKraMI. 
OMrtt Mtj t r O mr M t. H. 
OtUiit, Mr. A A. 

OMM, Um Mtii’Mt Mr. 4. 
B u t aw, Mr. A T. 

Butts, BsSh AsmSs Olisrss. 
Fsrrsttor, Mr. A CssisktM. 
B ksti , Mr. B. C. 

OssSt, Mr. 1. W. 

Hsmtll, Mr. W. W. 
NvnttsflsrS, Mr. 0. T. 


Mltlw, BM Nts’Mt Mr. P. 0. 
MsAktrli, Mr. t. 0. 

MiiklMf Jt, PrtNMsr t. 0. 
lltTTtT. Mr. AMsr. 

Asy, Bsl B sk sitir U ptsir s Lst 
Asy, Asbs NsNfU NstA. 

A«y. Mr. C. N. 

Asy, Mr. A N. 

•siiisr, AsSs 4SBMII OA s s i rs . 
••n, Asks MssI tsU 

^ ttusrt WiiHssit, Mr. A. 0. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 36, the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The amendments Nos. 142, 134, 84, 128 and 702 
consequently fall to the ground. The House will now take up Chapter 
VII, Part III, section 101. We w’ill continue where w’e left off last night, 

RaJa RESHEE case LAW: May 1 draw your attention to my amend* 
ment No. 142 K It is quite distinct from the other amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • 1 am afraid it is not. 1 was very anxious to giTe 
it an opportunity, but 1 am afraid it is included in the other aiuendmenta, 
W’^orneii have been admitted without restriction to the franchise and so 
also to election. 


RaJa RESHEE CASE LAW: Hut there should he a limit as to the 
women coming in. That is my amendment. It is quite distinct. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, Raja Sahib, you are right hwause your 
amendment tends t<» restrict the general pro}H)sition which the Council 
has just carried. 

The motion that for clause 19(/) (a) the following be sulwtituted, 
namely, **(n) is a female other than a graduate (»f any Vniversity; or” 
was then put and a division taken, with the following results; — 


AkAni, KAsii l aAsi ar MaMvl Wai 
AAmsA, Maaivi AaA UAilii. 
aanhA, MiiiwAi Aafar. 

Aanaa, Aal AaMA PawM i sii ai i. 
PAaaMiarl, AaAit KltAsrl M iAsw 
Matt, B«l ■■Asiar Br. l ls r lMMi a . 


AVIS. 

R. Bvtu, Aska AaaaAa ekaraa. 

Qlnn^ Aal Aakaaar asAWMlea OAaaAae. 
Law, Aaia Asiksi Bata. 

MakraaiaM, MaatM. 

Bay, Aaka lartaara NaBb 
Aitki, Baka ffatWi OkaaBra. 


NOSS. 



■iriiy, Mr. L. 

Bata, Mr. A. M. 



Mr. A. A. 


Mr. A A. 
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OmmM, Om Mm'M Mr. i. 

Ijncrtwit Mr. T. 

Mr. 4. CAinpMI. 

Mr. 0. C. 

C—4%t Mr. t. W. 

H«rncll, Mr. W. W. 

Nuntlnffortf, Mr. CL T. 

Kluin, MauMI Mi. Ruimt IMiM. 
LiiiSt Mr. 4» 

Millik, labu lurtnira Natli. 
Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlilfi, Mr. M. 0. 

The Aye» being 12 and 


Millar, OM Mr. P. C. 

MttkJMrji, Mr. t. C. 

Miililiai^ FraftMar t. 0. 
Waln aiw, Mr. AMiir. 

Ray, Ral Raliaiiir Uya w ira LaL 
Ray, Rabu Rallal NaOi. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mb. 4, N. 

tarkar, laba ia gat li CRaaira. 
•arkaiY tabu Rlablaira Matb. 
•ffl, labtf Maal LaL 
•tuarl WlUtanif, Mr. t. C. 

37, the motion war iogt. 


the Noes 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I wiah to point out to hon’ble meniberR that 
they ihould not try to get out of tl^e Council Chamber after the order to 
loctk the doors is given, llai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur did it on thi.s 
occasion; he in not here now, but I will allow his vote on this occasion. 
Members doing so will in future have their votes disallowed. 

The other amendments, as 1 have previously mentioned, fall to the 
ground. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH SANERdEA: I move that in clause 101(2), 
lines 6 and (i after the words an increase of the rates ” the words 
“ or liorrowing *’ lie inserted. 

The object of this amendment is to provide for Imrrowing in certain 
oases. It may not lie |K>ssible, on every occ^ision on which there may be 
an unexiiecteil deficit, to levy fresh taxation; and to (!over such excej)- 
tional cases I wish to provide that the Corporation shouhl W allowe<i 
to borrow. Well, of course, such an instance would Is? a very sjMH’ial 
one, and Iwrrowing in such a case would in my opinion lx* a more 
desirable method than an increase in the rates. 

DliNi SURtlfDRA NATH MALLIK: I am sorrj' 1 have tt> oppose 
this amendment Itecaiise it is introducing a ver>' dangerous principle. 
For your ordinary works you cun borrow; works which have to be 
met out of the revenue ought not to be met out of the loan funds 
which are quite different *and have specific objects. These are covered 
by section 102. In the chapter on loans the hon’ble member will 
find that no portion of any sum of money borrowed under clause (a) 
of section (1) shall be applied to the payment of salaries or ailowanoes 
to any municipal officers or servants, other than those who are exda> 
sively employed upon the works for the construction of which ike 
money was borrowed. You cannot very well put in the word ** borrow ** 
and go on for spending for ordinary works from loans that will be 
quite a dangerous thing. 

Rli Ofa HARIDNAN dutt RlllMlIlft T want to point out that 
it need not be so very dangerous as my friend, the acting Chairman, 
thinks. When the Corpomtion is allowed to borrow, eertamly it 
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a&iMt be withiu its borrowing capacity. Well, that would be tbe 
meguard. IVrtainly the Corporation cannot be allowed to get into 
debt without any limit and my friend knowa full well that there it 
a limit to the Coriwration’a borrowing ca]Micity and it muat alwaya 
remain within that limit. That being ho, a contingency might ariae 
when taxation would not l»e denirable and when an incieane in the ratea 
would alno not l)e desirable, mo the third alternative, which my friend, 
Dr. Banerjen HUggentH, may be inm^rted. I hojk' that there will be no 
necesMitv for falling Ijack upon tbi» resource, but there in no objection 
to have the renource there. I would only add that the ('orjMtraiion 
ahould have recourse to that only when that becomes abaolutely eMiientinl. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs 1 beg to HUp|K>ri tbe amendment 
moved by Dr. Praiiiathanath Baiierjea. 1 do not think it will be 
a dangerous wea]K>n in the hands of the (\ir|>oration. Of lourse even 
if the (Corporation re^iulves to lM)rrow, it is subject to the |>revioUH 
sanction of (Government. Therefore, unU^ss there is any si)ecial reason 
to the contrary, I think the (lovernment will nut sanction it. Dr. 
Banerjeu ha-s i»ro|»o.stHl an alternative to supplementary taxation. 1h it 
not desirable to meet the deficit by lK)n*owiug for the lime being 
instead of Iev\iiig supplernentarv taxation, vi*., taxation in addition 
to the municipal rates which may reaeli 2d jmr cent, f Otherwise^ it 
will <Teute a great dissatisfaction in the minds of the tax|myets. 


Bbbu DEB I PR08A0 KHAITANs 1 have only one word to add 
to what my friends, Bai Dr. llaridban Dutt Bahadur and Babu Amulya 
Dhone Addy, have said. .SupjMise, in the course of the year, it so 
tmnspires that there is no money for capita) ex|>enditure. It is rm'Og- 
nixed by my fiicnd, Babu Surendra Kath Mullik, that for capita! exuendi. 
ture Injmjwing may l)e resorted' to. There is no knowing that during 
the currency of any particular year, money will be found for meeting 
the crapital expenditure, but without accepting the amendment proposed 
by Dr. Banerjea the Corjioration will not he able during the currency 
of any year, to resort to borrowing. I hope ^hat Government will be 
pleased to consider this part of tbe cjise and will make it permissible 
to the Corporation to resort to borrowing during the currency of any 
year. It does not mean that borrowing would be resorted to when 
it is not justified or for purposes for which borrowing is not financially 
expedient. In the circumstances, I do not see that there is any danger, 
in accepting tbe amendment of Dr. Banerjea, rather the Corporation 
may be put to eoine difficulty if tbe amendment is not accepted. 


Tut NmilMt 9k BURENDRA NATH BANBMBAl I am eorry that 
I must diseent from tbe views which have been expresaed by the previous 
speakers. I think that it is wrong in priacifde and iiii.schievons in 
practice to borrow lor the purpose of meeting current expenditute. I 
was a bit snrprised. I must say, that a distinguished economist like my 
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friend, Dr. Pramathanath Banerjeu, ehould countenance a pr(q)osal 
this kind involvinff a principle which i« fundainentully wrong. I cannot, 
therefore, accept the amendment of my hon^ble friend. I just want to 
jioint out a safeguard which the Bill provides, via., in teh case of supple- 
mentary taxation a majority of two-thirds of the members voting would 
be re(juire<l. Thus an adeijuate safeguard is provided, but at the 
same time Government think that borrowing should not be allowed fat 
a purpose of this kind. 1 therefore oppose the auiendment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: 1 beg to move that in clause 
proviso, line 4, for the word “two-thirds'’ the word “three- 
fourths” be substituted. 

My object in moving this amendment is to make it more difficult than 
it would be under the present provisions for the Corporation to levy 
supplementary taxation. Well, it is easier, as everybody knows, to gel 
u two-thiids majority than a majority of three-fourths in favour of a 
motion at a meeting of the Corporation. 1 do not wish the Corporation 
to impose light-heartedly further taxation on the people of Calcutta. 
That is my object in moving this amendment which, I hope, will commend 
itself to the Council. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: From practical experience I 
have got to inform hon’ble members that three-fourths is an absolutely 
hojxdttss state of affairs. A twi>-thirds majority is what we have been 
all along working upon. It is very difficult to get a two-thirds majority, 
and that is the source of safety. Hut if you make it three-fourths you 
will hardly be able to get anything done. Those who have experience 
of the work in the Corporation will be able to inform you that a three- 
fourths majority is a ho|>eles8 impossibility and it should not be accepted. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 want to supplement what 
has already fallen from Babu Suremlra Nath Mallik by saying that the 
safeguard for which mt friend, Dr. Banerjea, is anxious already exists. 
A two-thirds majority ought to be taken as a sufficient safeguard, 
especially in a case where taxation will be deidded. Most of the 
councillors will, as repi*e8entative8 of the taxpayers, not easily yield. 
Now that a new constitution is going to be introduced, the nominated 
oouncillorN are also going to' be reduced, and I do not think that there 
is any risk of the representatives of the taxpayers voting for increased 
taxation very willingly. Therefore, a two-thirds majority ought to be 
considered as quite a sufficient safeguard and 1 hope my friend will 
accept that. 

BMNi AMULYA DHONi ADDYs I beg to support the amendment. 
1 am strongly opposed to supplementary taxation, vis., taxation in 
addition to the municipal rates whkh can reach up to 23 per cent. If 
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'tibtrd be a deficit in the budget 1 think' the beet course will be lor the 
Corporation to reduce their expenditure instead of having recourse to 
additional taxation. Therefore, it i« absolutely necessary that if supple- 
mentary taxation be levied, the majority should be three-fourths and not 
two-thirds. 

Babil DEBI PR08AD KHAITAHs May I add only one word to 
what Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has said. My friends, Dr. Baner- 
jea and Mr. Addy, are apprehensive that municipal commissioners will 
presumptively be in favour of fresh taxation and that, thei*ef 4 >re, they 
want a three-fourths majority. It is well-known lluit by the increase 
of taxation, municipal commissioners, their friends and relatives, will be 
as hard hit as anyboily else, and therefore, the presumption ought to he 
that municipal commissioners would vote rather against the levy of 
fresh taxation than in favour of it. It is now' rather diHicult to get even 
u two-thirds majority in the greatest necessity. In the circumstanoes 
to make it thiee-fourths instetid of two-thirds will lie simply to make the 
work of the Corporation absolutely impossible. 

The Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: For the reasons 

put forward, (lovernment oppose this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause U)4, line 6, 
for the word “ten’’ the word “fifteen” be substituted. 

Under clause 104, the borrowing powers <»f the Corponition shall be 
limited so that the sums payable under this Act during any year for 
interest and for the maintenance of Sinking Funds shall not exceed 
10 JUT <*eiit. on the annual rateable value of land and buildings as 
determined under Chapter X. My suggestion is that instead of 10 per 
cent, it should Is* 15 |)er 4*ent. Sir, it will up{iear, fitiin paragraph 14 
of the Administration Report for the year 19‘.i0-i;i, that on the basie 
of 10 cent, on the annual rateable value of lantls and buildings of 
Calcutta, the legal borrowing power of the •Corporation was, on the 
1st April, 1021 , two crores and a half. If the said rate is increased front 
10 to 15 per eent., the legal borrowing power of the Corporation would 
go up to more than five crores of ru^iees. It is desirable that the said 
borrowing capacity should be increased, as the Corpiiration ha# juat 
sanctioned an estimate of two cr<»res and thirty-nine lakhs of rupees for 
the improvement of the water-supply and is likely to incur an expendi- 
ture of more than a crore of rupees for the improvement of drainage. 
It is for want of finance that the Corporation ha# not bean able to open 
out road#, and Cbe Inuprovenient Trust shall have also to incur a keavy 
expenditure for the improvement of Bnirabasar. 

I admit that the actual borrowing capacity of the Oorporatioii ia at 
preetni leee ikan the legal borrowing capacity, but ibe Corporatm oan 
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increaM the actual borrowing capacity by increasing the rates, which 
is not desirable. It is only the other day that we have amalgamated the 
municipalities of Maniktala, Cossipore and Garden Reach with that 
of Calcutta, and we have already prepared an estimate for the improve- 
ment of water-supply, drainage and lighting in Maniktala and Cossipore 
municipalities, aggregating to more than 90 lakhs of rupees, and I am 
sure we shall have to spend about 20 lakhs for the improvement of the 
water-supjdy and drainage in the Garden Reach municipality. There- 
{ore, for the amalgamation of these three municipalities we shall have 
to incur an expenditure of more than one crore of rupees, and therefore, 
1 think, that it is absolutely necessary that the borrowing capacity of 
the Corporation should be increased, and I make my suggestion accord- 
ingly. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: 1 move that in clause 104, 
line 6, for the word “ten’’ the word “five” be substituted. 

By this clause of the Bill the Corporation is given the power to bonow 
money to the extent of 10 per cent, of the annual ratable value of the 
land and buildings situate in Calcutta. Now, Sir, under the existing 
: powers the Corporation is permitted to borrow to the extent of one-half 
or a little more than one-half of the tuxes collected. The lates and taxes 
at present collected uimmiit to lOJ per cent, of the ratable value of the 
land and buildings. Is it good finance to allow the Corporation to borrow 
to the extent of one-half of the taxes collected 1 submit. Sir, that this 
is very bad finance, because if one-half of the rates and tuxes is eaten 
up in meeting the interest and the Sinking Fund charges, only less 
than half is left for carrying on the work of the Corpoi'ation. This, 
1 submit, is not desirable. Therefore, I wish to limit the borrowing 
powers of the Corporation to 5 per cent, of the ratable value of the land 
and buildings. 

Babu BURENDRA NATH MALLIK: We are confronted with this 
position that Babu Amulya Dhune Addy, who knows the working of the 
Corporation, says that t^e borrowing capacity should be increased to 15 
per cent, and my friend, Dr. Banerjea, who does not know it, says that 
it should be reduced to 5 per cent. Sir, 10 per cent, is the law now in 
force, and I think that it is common sense. So let us keep it; there 
is no use in suggesting an increase or decrease of the percentage in the 
borrowing capacity without any rhyme or reason. We find that the 
rule has worked very well for the last 10 years, and we should like to stick 
to it. 

•BORETARY !• GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT ft LOCAL 
BBLP-QOVERNMINT (Mr. B. W. QMBt)S 1 have only to add that 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy seems to think that by a stroke of the pen 
we can increase the actual borrowing capacity of the Ckurporation. 

^ also aeama to think that if we put in the magic words **15 per cent.** 
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initead of “10 per owit.,” the Corpoiutiori will at once be able to embark 
upon a career of wild borrowing; that is iiupoMible. He has himaelf 
pointed out that the reel borrowing I'apacity of the Corporation is limited 
to its eurplue of normal revenue over its normal expenditure and that 
is the real test. In these circ^umstanoes, it would be absurd to attempt 
to increase the statutory capacity in this huphasard way. 

The motion standing in the name of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy was 
then put and lost. 

The motion standing in the name of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea was 
then put' and lost. 

BalNl SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs 1 move that at the end of clause 

113, the following be added, namely — 

“and all other securities and < ash held in any other Sinking Fund 
established by tbe Corj>oratioii under the said Calcutta Muni* 
cipal (Limns) Act, 1914, shall vest in the Cori)orution fur the 
j»ur|X)se of repayment of the loan in res|)ect of whic h such 
Sinking Fund was established and such Sinking Fund shall be 
deemed to have been established under section 110.“ 

This is only a formal matter put in for the purpose of including 
what was formerly there in section 113 in respect of Sinking Fund A, as 
it used t(» be called subsequently. The securities that are there will 
be covered by this provision ; it is for that purpose that 1 propt>He this 
motion. 

Tht Hoffi'Mt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAl On Uhalf of 
Government I beg to accept tbe motion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adi#u rn inti i t 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 19th 
February, 192<3, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prootedings of ttio Bongal Logislalivo Gounoil mub iod widor tiio 
provisions of tlio Covommofit of India Aet 

Thk Counc il met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 19th February, 1923, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 

The Hon’ble the PrcHident in the ('hair, the four Hon’ble Mcimbern 
of the Executive ('ouncil, the three Hon’ble Mininters, and 1U4 nominat- 
ed and elected inenilMjrs. 


Starrod Quostions 

(to which oral answars wore given). 

Proposal for onhanoing examination and rogiatridion foot payWilo 
to the Calcutta Univorsity. 

•LXIII. Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Hon ble the 

Mininter in charfft* of the Department of Education Ih* pleased to state 
whether the Government are considerinjr the desirability of reconsider- 
inf? the projKisalH for the enhancement of Matriculation, 1. A. luid 1. Sc. 
Examination fe<*s u.m alfw> the regiHtrution fee [wyable by a student who 
has {HiMsed the Matriculation Examination to improve the financial peti- 
tion of the Calcutta University? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon'blo Mr. P. 0. Mlttor): Government do not consider it desirable 
to reconsider the propoHals at present in view of the fact that legisla- 
tion for the constitution of tlm Senate and for the estahlishmeni of a 
Board of secondary K<lucation is in contemplation. 


Exponiao for divisionol inspootora of oduoation and tMr ataff. 

aXIV. Bahtt SURENORA NATH MALLIKs Will the Hoa’Uo 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
itate^ 

(t) what is the total amount of the expenses for the divisional 
ins|ieetors of education and their staff in eaoh of their majpeo* 
live headquarters ; and 
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(u) how mach of these amounts aro-^ 

(/) voted, and 
(2) non-voted, 

respectively ? 

Tht Mr. P. C. MITTERt (i) and (it) A statement giving 

the information is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. hXIV^ 
showing the ejrprnses for each of the five Divisional Inspectors of 


Schools and their ^taff tn 

each of their 

respective headquattert. 



VolwJ 

TuuJ. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Tnsi>ec<or« of Schools — 




Presidency Division 

lf>,800 

65 .648 

86,448 

Burdwan Division 

15,000 

47,801 

62.861 

Dacca Division 

24,000 

69,741 

63,741 

Rajshahi Division 

10,2(K) 

27,774 

46,974 

Chittagong Division 


39,070 

39,070 

UnslarrMi Quastion 



(mmm to wfiioh was Md on the tMMs). 



University Collsge of tcisnoo. 

m. Rfti HARENDRAMATN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon'hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of j^^cluration aware — 

(f> that the puVilic endowments to the College of Science and the 
contribution from the fei^funds of the University amount to 
about Rs. 60 lakhs; 

(ii) that the Government have spent a lakh of rupees by way of an 
annual grant of Rs. ]2,0(K) during the last seven years; and 
(ill) that some forty members of the University teaching staff have 
left in view of the bankrupt condition of the University? 
(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names of the members of the University teaching 
staff, i.e., professors, with their qualifications, who have left (he 
University during the last two years stating the pay or remuneration 
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they were getting from the Calcutta University and' the new employ* 
ment and pay and prospects for which they left the Calcutta University 
service? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that the authorities of 
the University College of Science have been compelled through want of 
necessary funds to stop work in many directions, and for want of contin- 
gent money, cannot even spend a few rupees for their every-diy needs? 

Tha Hoffl*bla Mr* p. C* MITTERj (a) (i) The public endowments 
to the ('ollege of Science amount to Rs. 36,43,000, and the C/Ontribution 
from the fee-funds up to the 30th June last toRs. 9,99,209. 

(ti) Government have been making a grant of Rs. 12,000 a year for 
the maintenance of a laboratory for the College sinc^ 1912-13. 

(tit) It is understood that some members of the staff have left. 

(h) Government are not in possession of the names of the professors 
who have left. 

(r) Government have no knowledge. 


Praifffitttiofi of Uio Budget for th# year 1923-24. 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. d. Donald): I have the honour to present the budget estimates of 
the Government of Bengal for the year 1923-24. These estimates are 
accompanied as usual by the financial statement in which the varia- 
tions under the different major heads of the budget are explained in 
detail. We have endeavoured in this statement to give the fullest 
information possible, and in addition to the usual abstract of the 
exjwnditure heads we have given an iinpmved form of the statement 
of ex|H*nditure which appears at the beginning of the statement by 
iM'tting it out in more elaborate detail than in former yearn, so that 
memlHM's may l>e able to see how the expenditure incurred in England 
by the SiMU'etary of State and the High Commissioner is distributed 
under the various major heads of the budget. The statement is pre- 
fixed by an explanatory memorandum, in which I have set out the salient 
features of this year’s working and the general financial position. I 
trust that with this members will have all the information they require 
for the puriH>ses of the general discussion of the budget and the aubae- 
quent voting of grants. 

Dealing firstly with the estimat^^ for the current year. I would recall 
to members the position with which we were faced in the preparation 
of the budget for 1922-23. It will be remembered that my predecessor 
presented a budget in which the expenditure exceeded the revenue by 
ns much as Rs. 120 lakhs. This deficit existed notwithstanding reirench- 
menis in expenditure to the extent of Be. 89 lakhs effected in the ymr 
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1921-22, and certain furtiier retrenchinetiU made in the budgrat- ^ 
Wui then thought unlikely that any further retrenchment waa poaaible» 
and in order to wipe out this large deficit, re<y>ur(ie waa accordingly 
had to new taxation. Three taxation Bills, two of them amending the 
Stamp and Court-fees Acts and the third imposing a tax on amuse- 
ments and betting, were presented to the Council and eventually became 
law. It was then estimated that the proceeds of this new taxation 
would bring in Rs. 140 lakhs, Rs. 110 lakhs from Stamps and Court-fees, 
and Rs. 30 lakhs from the Amusements Tax. This would wijm out 
the deficit of Rs. 120 lakhs and allow a surplus of Rs. 20 lakhs, and 
with this permanent addition to the revenues (he future prospects of the 
province would be pretty well assured. My predecessor had good 
grounds for hoping that the budget he then presented would l>e the last 
deficit budget that we would have to pn^ent to the ('ouiicil. Basing 
hofies on an additional income to the amount 1 have men tioniMl, Us. 140 
lakhs, we presented to the Council in .lulv and August last supplement Br>‘ 
demands for the utiliwition of the anticipated sur|)lus and t»f 
a certain amount out of our balances, which we felt justifiwl in drawing 
on in view of this new pc^nnaiient addition to the ri'vtMiues. These 
supplementnn' demands nuninted up to Rs. 44J lakhs. The btulgf^ 
ns thus reviswl, that is to say, the original bmlget together with the 
new taxation and siipplementarv grants, then providinl for a revenue 
of Rs. 10,43,16,000 and an exi^nditure of Rs. 10,68,74,000. Thts 
deficit of Rs. 26J lakhs represents the am<»unt by which we were to draw 
on the balances to meet the new exi>enditure. In these figures, I exclude 
loans and advances made by the local Government and transactions 
betw(»en the local and central Governments. 


The proposals for new taxation naturally did not find favour with 
many members of the House. There were some who were fjessimistic 
as to the effects of the new taxation— they predicted that the receipts 
from the new taxes would fall far short of expectations. Some of these 
and others held that retrenchment of expenditure would be preferable to 
the imposition of new taxes, and, in the course af the discussion on the 
budget, several members urged the «pf>ffintment of a Retrenchment 
Committee. The opinion of the (Council in favour of taxation prevailed 
and the view was then expressed — it was the view of Government at 
the time — that material letrenchments over and above those which had 
alreadv been made by Government on its own initiative were hardly 
possible. To-day, I am afraid, we must confess that our critics were not 
altogether in error. Our anticipations in the matter of new taxation 
have not been realised and a Retrenchment Committee has very recently 
recommended very drastic reductions in our expenditure. 

Dealing first with the receipts from new taxation, which appertain 
to the estimates of the current year, the Council is already aware roughly 
how our revenues have been affected. In answer to a question put to 
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me on the 9th February, 1923, I informeif the Council that we antici- 
pated that our receipts from Stamps would be about Bs. 85 lakhs short 
of our anticipations. The position has slightly improved and we now 
estimate that we shall realize from this source Rs. 3 crores instead of 
Rs. 3,75,00,000 — a drop of Rs. 75 lakhs. This is a heavy fall. It is 
explained in part by the fact that many transactions which would 
ordinarily have taken place in April last were hurried through in March^ 
1922, so as to avoid the increased taxation. As a consequence, while 
there was a considerable increase in the receipts from this source in 
March, 1922, there was a falling off in April last. This shortage is, 
however, mostly the result of the depression in trade and industry. 
Our receipts would have been far below those of previous years had 
there b(»en no new taxation — as it is we shall get this year verj' little 
more from this wiurce than in 1919-20. 

As for the Amusements Tax this is a new srmrce of income, and we 
have no past actuals to guide us in forecasting the revenue for the year. 
The budget provided for receipts amounting to Ks. 30 lakhs, but it does 
not look as if we shall realize this amount in full. In the revised esti- 
mates Ks. 20 lakhs have been taken as our jirobable rw!eipts from this 
source, but on later information I think this will l)e exceeded and I 
anticipate we shall lie nearer Rs. 25 lakhs. The estimates will be 
corrected at a later date if this anticipation proves correct, and, of 
course, the deficit of the year will l)e diminished to the same extent. 
In any case, however, we shall not realize the sum taken in the budget. 

But although there has lieen this large falling off in the receipts 
under these two heads, our financial position is not so had as many 
members seem to think and there is nothing like the deficit of a crore 
which some meml)eri have been talking about. In other directions, we 
have improved receipts. Excise will give us Rs. G lakhs more than we 
had estimated — an increase, I may say, due not to increased consump- 
tion but to an improvement in the system of administration. We also 
securwl a windfall of over Rs. 8 lakhs by the decision of the (iovem- 
ment of India that bw'ul unclaimed deposits should be creditetl to the 
provincial and not to imperial revenues. On the other hand, we have 
suffered fn>m a fall in the receipts frt>m (|uinine, largely due to a fall 
in the market rate for this article. In the result, our receipts are short 
of our anticipations by Rs. 7G lakhs. The revenue for the year we 
now estimate at Rs, 9,GG,95,000. 

Had we carried on with the expenditure passed in the budget and 
in the supplementary estimates on the scale approved bv the Council, 
we should, with this fall in receipts, have been faced at the close of this 
year with a deficit of one crore, and nil our balances and even more 
would have been swallowed up. But we were not inattentive to the 
revenues; we were maintaining a close watch on the receip4s from 
month to month, and when in September last we became convinced that 
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^ «St4iinp«i reoeipta were likely tcafall far short of ex[iectatiot)e^ w« 
took immediate measures to enforce every {xissible economy. All new 
schemes which had not becm put into operation cm* to which (Jovem* 
ment were not committed were at once sus|)^ded and rt»trenchment» 
U'herever possihle, was immediatcdy given effect to. As a result of these 
measures, savings were made, as 1 told the Council the other day, 
amounting to Ks. 49 lakhs. This policy of retrenchment was adopted by 
practically every dejwirtmeut. And I may explain, in onler to rt^movo 
some doubt that exists in this connection, that these cMoiiomies have 
nothing to tio aith the netn»nchmeiit Committee’s recominendatitMis. 
They were all given effect to more than a month Wfore the Uelrenchment 
(^^miinittee suhinittcHl its report. They wen* retrenchments enforced hy 
(fovcrnment entirely on its own initiative. They comprise exjMMuliturc 
of all kinds, large jind sinall — the principle large items are set out in the 
explunutorv tnemomnduin acccmipauying the financial statement - alsmt 
Us. lakhs repres<*nting savings in the original budget, while the 
balance is from the siis|H*iisi()n of schemes in the supplementary estimates. 
It is naturally a disupjmintment that our anticipations in the matter of 
new tiixation have not lieen realised and that we have lieen ('ompelWd to 
suspend the initiation of many new schemes passed hy the Council last 
July and August. The Council will realise, however, that in the cir- 
cumstances no other course was open to us. As a result of this retrench- 
ment and ill anticipation of savings in other directions the total 
expenditure of the year is now estimated at Us. 9,82,50,000. This is 
Us. 151 lakhs in excess of our income. Again I may remind the (’ouiicil 
that these figures are exclusive of all loan operations and n*fer solely to 
our Uevenue Account. Taking ever}*4liing into account we started the 
year with an nj>ening balance of Us. 07,53,000 — imr total receipts w»ere 
Us. 10,33,29,(K)0, our total ex|H*nditure Us. 10,49,98,00t) and we a*ill 
close the year with a balance amounting to Us. 50,84,000.* The total 

deficit of .the year is thus Us. 10,09,000. 

♦ 

Coming to the budget for the ensuing year, I regnH to have to say 
that 1 must again present a deficit budget, lie deficit is intii'h less 
than that with which we close the current year — it is less than half — 
but with the report of the R<*t reiichment (kmimittee before us and the 
fact that we still have a certain amount in our balances, we do not pro- 
pose to introduce any Taxation Bills to cover this deficit. The 
economic situation is not very clear. We do not yet see a normal 
(*ondition of affairs. There are some indications of better trade and 
industry, but we cannot place our hopes too high' and exjie<‘( great 
things. I cannot think that we shall secure from Stamps an income of 
Rs. 3,75,00,000, which was the figure adopted in the current year's 
budget. Bui we can reasonably expect some improvement and I have 
pmvided for a revenue of Rs. 3,35,00,000 under this head. This is 
Ba. 35 lakhs more than our present estimate lor the ourrani year, but 1 

1A 
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think we may with some confidence anticipate an improvement in general 
conditions sufficient to ensure this increase. It is still Rs. 40 lakhs short 
of the estimate based on the new taxation. As regards the Amusements 
Tax, we have rei)eated in next year’s budget the figure of this year’s 
original budget. We do not consider it safe to put it higher than 
this, as we have not had sufficient experience of the working of the new 
Act, Further improvements in the administration of excise are also 
expected to lead to an increased revenue. Generally, we have been very 
cautious in our estimates, and on the whole I have budgeted for a revenue 
of Its. 10,16,67,000, an increase oi; lls. 48,62,000 as compared with the 
revised estimate of the current year. 

On the expenditure side we have made a provision of Rs. 10,21,66,000. 
This is nn incn^ase of Rs. 39,16,000 over that of the revised estimate for 
this year and is mainly at^counted for by the fa(*t that during the current 
year the expenditure under head “ 16. — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works ” was a minus quantity 
representing nn adjustment in favour of revenue against capital. 
Hera, too, we have been very cautious and have limited exj>enditure in 
the departments practically to the revised estimates of the current 
year — thus in effecd: reproducing the retrenchments made during the 
year. In other words, we are marking time. We have made no 
provision for new schemes. Our only new item of exjM‘nditure in next 
year's budget is a provision of Rs. 4,60.600 for tlu* ele<“ti«jn of the new 
Is*gislative (^mncil. Subject to this and to the riornml gn>wlh of expen- 
diture, of which I may instance the inrrease in pay that will be due 
during the year tmder the time-scales and the full jirovision for schemes 
whieh were in operation for part only (d tlie current year, no provision 
has Wn made for any other additional ex|K*nditure. In the result, 
the ex|M'n(fiture is Its. 6,09,000 over our revenue. Again I ilo not 
include in these figures our loan transactions which T do n^t prof»o«e 
to toiK'h on. If they are taken into accoimt, our balances are 
re<luc»ed by Us, 10.47,000. Our main i-onsideration is our Revenue 
Aceount. In this, as I have said, we shall be working on a deficit next 
year of Rs. 6,00,000. 

This is a very considerabie improvement on the hudgt't which was 
presented last year and even on the results of this year. And there 
may be acme consolutum in that this deficit, small as it is compared 
with the lost two years, is arrived at with an entry on the rei'eipt side 
under Stam{)s of Rs. 40 lakhs short of the anticijiation of the current 
year. But after all we cannot look on this budget with any great satia- 
factiou. It makes no provision for development and allows ff>r no 
progress — ^it merely permits the carrying on of the admin isliwtion in its 
minimum essentials and that, too, only by drawing to some extent on 
our balances. The deficit may lie wiped out in due course by an increase 
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ia f«ceipi« from Stamps, It must be wiped out. Aud we must find 
money lor development. Where is it to be obtained ? This briugs mo 
to the report of tbe Eetrenchmeni Committee. The budget I am now 
presenting was prepared on the ex[)enditure side before the report of 
the Retrendunent Committee was received and, except in so far as 
certain items which appear in that re|M>rt liad already come to our notice 
in the Finance De}uirtment, there is no trace in the budget of the 
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committw. The rejHjrt was 
rec!eived too late to be considereil in connection with the budget, and 
even had any of the (Committee’s recuimmendatious Ih'mi act^eptml 
imnifHliately, it would not have been [xissihle to inc*oqH>mte the result- 
ing changes in the estimates. 

I hud liope«l to he able to give the (Council some indication as to the 
extent to which (Government have iicc^epted the rtwmmendations of 
the Cominittee and as to the iK)ssihilitieM of reduidion in the expendi* 
ture as shown in the budget. But tbe pro;>osal8 are so numerous and 
so far-reaching in their eff«H't that exc’t'pt in a few minor cases, which 
would not materially alter the estimates, my Ilon’ble (^dlengues have not 
found it possible so far to arrive at definite (Mmclusions rt^ganling 
them. In the departments with which I am myself concerned, thei^ 
is little in tlie way of ex[x*nditure which would affect the budget, but 
I huvt* already given effwt to the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee in tbe matter of contingencies by arranging for the deputation of 
an ex[>ericnced Ac<‘ountH Officer to make a detailed examination of the (on- 
tingent ex]>enditure in the various office.s. 1 am ho|a*ful that on this 
item we shall m ure a saving even gmiter than the ten lakhs taken by 
the Commit t<H*. This in itself slioiild wipe fuit our deficit and give us 
a Hur[dus. Our financial iNisitum would further W improveil if tbe (’om- 
mittee’s rmunmendations in favour of the enhaiu’ement (»f registration 
fees were adopted, and as Finance Member I am anxiously awaiting 
action in this direc'tion by the lion’ hie the Minister in charge of tbe 
Registration l>e[>artment. (Generally wo shall carry out the reqimi- 
mendaiions of the Retrenchment Cc»inmitt4M* as* far as we can and 
whatever we may get from this source will all 1 k» to the gwal. T am 
afraid this is all I can say at the moment regarding the recommenda- 
tions of the Retrenchment Committee. But the Council may rest 
aaaured that a curtailment of expenditure will he enfnrceil in the 
budget of tbe coming year in respect of every recommendation on which 
Government arrive at a decision that (he economy suggeiite<l hv the 
Committee can be accepted either in whole or part. We will no< wait 
for a decision on the whole repcirt. Economy will be effected on each 
recommendation as accepted without waiting for the decision of> other 
recommendations. With a budget then in deficit in the IL*venue 
Account to tbe extent of only Rs. 6 lakbs, with a prost^ect when normal 
eoodiiioDs return of further revenue from Stamps to the extent of 
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K». 40 lakhs, and with the recommendatione of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee before us, our financial position is then not a hopeless one, not 
so hopeless as many may have thought. 

Notwithstanding this the Council will doubtless urge that our efforts 
to secure a revision of the present settlement with the central Govern- 
ment should not he relaxed, and the resolutions which have been tabled 
for discussion on this subject are evidently an indication that many of 
the members of this House are not di8]K>8ed to rest content with the 
conclusions of the Government of India and the Secretary of State as 
set out in the despatches recently published. I do not propose to enter 
now into the weighty questions raised in these despatches. But there 
are two points regarding Bengal which cannot be let pass without 
comment. 

In the first place, it will have been observed that the figures utilized 
to exhibit the financial position of Bengal are based on anticipations 
which we now know will not be realized. The statement of income 
incbides the receipts from our new' taxes which, as I have already shown, 
will be far ladow the original estimate. And in arriving at n sniplus 
of Rs. 19 lakhs — the figure given in the despatches— account was not 
taken on the expenditure side of the ex]>enditure from the additional 
taxation. The results of the year, as we now know them, are a deficit 
of Rs. 15J lakhs on our Revenue Account alone — and Bengal do<\s not 
occupy the very favourable petition of being the only province with a 
revenue surplus in 1922-23. 

Again, these despatches wen* basefl on the results ef an examina- 
tion of the financial {position of the different ]>r()vinces in the light of 
the Mestcui Settlement, and it seems hardly fiiir that in such a review 
the taxation imi)osed by the representatives of Bengal in its I/egislative 
Council should have been taken into account and comparison should have 
been set out between Bengal and other j>rovinres whose j>n>ix>sals for 
additional taxation had not reached such an advanced stage as in Bengal. 
It is to the credit of this Council that, while continuing to urge the 
claims of Bengal for more favourable treatment — a claim which indeed 
is recognized — they have co-operated with Government in putting tbe 
finances of the province on a stable basis. We n*alize tbe difiScnltiet 
under which the Government of India labour In their present financial 
straits, and we have no desire to emlmrrass them. But in saying this 
we do not abate in the slightest degree our claim for a l>etter settlement 
in our favour, nor can we he held to acquiesce in the decision of the 
(lovemment of India and the Secretary of State in this matter. We are 
not prepared to accept as a settled fact the decision that the Meston 
Settlement should not be revised. We shall continue to press our claims 
for better treatment and, while we do so, we trust that all our efforts to 
put our finances in order will not be lost sight of. It has been our policy, 
in which the Council have loyally co-operated, to cany on even und^ 
adverse conditions, to adjust our revenue and exi^enditure ao as to meet 
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our commitnieutg from the regourcee at our digpoaal. We have to Ifur 
•ucceeded in doing so. We have not come to the end of our reaouroea. 
We have not been eompellcil to aak the Goverument of India to allow Ui 
^ an overdraft. We have taxini ouriielveg, we retrenched to the extent 
of R«. 89 lakh« last year and almut Rs. 50 lakhs (his year, and we have cut 
our ex |>enditure almost to the minimum possible for the bare needs of the 
administration. We can at the moment make little advaiuje, but we 
can looK forward vrith some ho{>e and confidence in the future. I can 
only tru.st that the efforts we have mad© will be rea^ardiMl and that, in 
whatever form the final finaiK’ial relations between the local and ceutml 
Governments are determine<l, our labours will be counted to us for 
righteousness. 

I have fini.shed. Tt only remains to remind memWs that the discus* 
sion on the budget will take place on the 2Gth and following days, and 
1 may say that, if any member desires to have any further information 
or any explanalion of any item in the estimates, Mr. Marr and myself 
will always 1h* at his service in our offices either at Writer's Buildings 
or in the precincts of this fhamlM^r. 


Cov«rfiffiimit Bill. 

Tha Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): With your {lermission, 

Sir, I would move the following amendmentx. 1 may point out that 
notiies of these amendments have been circulated to meinlK»is and that 
since then there have been two <»r thre^e < Images in the uinendmeiits 
on points of drafting. Otherwise they stand in the form in which they 
were circulated to members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Qio Hon'Mo Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): You should 

now fonnally move the amendments taking (dauses 57, 58, and 59 
together. * 

Mr. S. W. GOODE : I move that before clause G9 the following be 
inserted, namely: — 

Operation of ttan$iU>ry provisions. 

57. The provisions of this Act relating to elections of Councillors 
by general electorates are subject to the provisions of sections 68 and 59. 

Transitory prorinont to have efeet at elections prwr to the fourth general 

election. 

58. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this 

Act, ike provisions of ibis section shall apply in respect of the eloctuxn 
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of Councillors at the first three general elections held under this Act 
or in the manner provided therein, and at any by-<det^tion held prior to 
the fourth general election. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of any other law for the time being in ^ 
force every Muhammadan shall be qualified as an elec^ior of a Muhamma- 
dan Constituency specified in Schedule IIIA, who owns or occupies or 
resides in any premises, or exercises any profession, trade or calling 
within that constituency, if such person possesses the qualification set 
forth in clause (a), clause(b) or clause (c) of sub-section ( ) of section 18. 

(3) No j)erson shall be eligible for election os a Councillor to repre- 
sent a Muhammadan Constituency unless his name is duly registered 
in the electoral roll of that or any other Muhammadan Constituency. 

(4) In the case of the elections referred to in sub-section (1) — 

(a) for section 7 of the following shall be deemed to he substituted, 
namely : — 


Constituencies. 

“7. The elected Councillors shall be elected by the consti- 
tuencies specified in Sc hedule lilA, and the iiuml>er 
of Councillors to Ih* elected by eacdi c*onstituency 
shall Ik» as stated therein against that constituency.” 

(6) for that portiem of sub-section (I) of section 18 l>egiuning with 
the figure and words “ (7) subject to " and ending with the 
words and figure “specified in Schedule 111/’ the following 
shall Im» dwmed to Im» substituted, nuinely : — 

“ (/) Subject to the provisions of any other law on the 
subjw’i tor the time Iwing in force, every person, 
other than a Muhammadan, shall be qualified as an 
elector of a non-Muhamniadan Constituency speci- 
fied in Schedule 111 A.” 

(r) for set'tion 20 the following shall l>e deemed to be substituted, 
namely ; — 


Qwdifi^cation for election as a Councillor. 

** 20 (/) No {>erson shall be eligible for election as a Coun- 
cillor to represent a non- Muhammadan constituency 
specified in Schedule IIIA, unless his name is duly 
registered on the electoml roll of that or any other 
non-Muhammadan constituency specified in that 
schedule. 
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(i?) No porson shall be eligible for eleotioo ai a Councillor 
to represent a special constitueiicy specified in Scbe** 
dule III A, unless his name is registered on the elec* 
toral roll of that constituency/^ 


(fl) in Kub-«e<*tion (/) of set'tion 21 for the words and figures **speci* 
fied in sec'tion 18 ” the word *‘prescril)ed*' shall lie substt* 
tuted, 

(c) to 8ub-»ef tion {la) of section 21 the following shall l»e deemed to 
l>e added, namely: — 


‘*uiid notwrihstandiiig anything contained (dsewhere in this 
Act the electoral ndl on whi< h Mu<‘h representative 
shall Ih* ejititled to lie registered shall l>e the elei;ioral 
ndl of the iiou-Muhamnmdun or Muhammadan con- 
stituency, as the case may la*, for the ehvtoral area 
in res{>e< t of whi^'h such company or other assocdation 
i.s entitled to W an ele<'tor, U(*cor<ling as such repre- 
Hentati\e is not a Muhummaduii.*' 


if) for section 2r» the following shall 1 h' deemed t<» Im» suhstituted, 
namely : — 


I n contested elections. 

“ 25. In any constituency, if the num)»er of candidates, 
who are duly nominated and have not withdrawn 
their candiilature, is not more than the numWr of 
(^)uncillors to lie eliM-ted for that constituency, all 
such candidates shall \m dec lurod to be duly tdected.’* 

(g) in sub-section {4} of section 41 for the word and figure “Sche- 
dule III” the Mord, figure and letter “ Schedule IIIA 
shall lie deemed to be substituted. * 

(/i) in sub sei tion (/n) of se<’tioii 473 after the words ” of (>mn- 
cillors “ in the first place where they cH*cur the wortls “ by 
non -Muhammadan and Mubammoilan constituencies ” shall 
be <UM?med to bt^ inserted and for the wonl and figure “ iSt^he- 
dule III ” the word, figure and letter “ Schedule IIIA ” shall 
be med to be substituted. 

(5) The provisions of other section:s applying to the eliMdiim of 
Councillors by, and the electoral roll of, general constituencies shall 
apply so far as may be necessary to the election of Councillors by, and 
the electoral roll of the noa-Mnhammadan and Muhammadait 
eonstituenoiea. 
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Temporary suhMtitvtion of Schedule III A for Schedule III. 


59. For the, purposes of the election of Councillors during the 
period referred h) in sub-section (1) of sec^tion 58 S<‘hedule IIIA, shall 

deemed to be substituted for Schedule III. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (Uio Hon’blo Sir Surondra Nath Banorjoa): On Friday 
last my hon’ble friend, Mr. Langford James, held out what I may call 
the olive brunch of jH'uce, and made ceHuin proiKisals in order to avert 
a somewhat irritating controversy which at that time threatened us. Sir, 

I took time to consider those proposals and you were good enough, at 
my instam e, to adjourn the matter till to-day* As (jovernment, we have 
given the question our best consideration and we have decided to accept 
substantially the proposals of Mr. Langford James and they have been 
embodied in the amendment which has just been read out by Mr. Goode. 
Perhaps a word or two of explanation is needed from me at this stage. 
Under tlie Jlill a number of seats were rt^served for the Muhammadan 
community the candidates being returned by tlw* General Electorate. 
Mr. Syed Nasim Ali propose^] that Muhammadan candidates should 1 h' 
returned by special Muhammadan electorates in which the rest of the 
general community w'ould have no paid or share. Then‘fore, Sir, there 
W'CK* Isdore this Uouncil tw'o opposing pro|H>suls and we Jiatl to clMK)se 
bctv\een them. At this juncture, Mr. Ixingi'ord dames came forward 
with his message of peace. The Government have decided to uphold the 
priiu iple of the General Klectomte contuiiusl in tlause 7 of the IJill. 
That cluvise renuiius. But a clause wdll U‘ added providing for some 
Muhammadan constituencies for tlirei' elections extending over a immuk! 
of nine years after which they will automatically disappear. These 
proposals are transitory and (hey will be described as such in the 
Bill, and after nine years they will automatically disappear and the 
machinery' of the General EIe<-torate will be in oiH*ration. Therefore, the 
position is somewhat as follows. We uphold the principle of a General 
Electorate for Hiudus and Muhammadans alike as a permanent feature 
of the Bill subject to the temporary deviation to which I have already 
referred. The House stands committed to this principle of a General 
Electorate, its operation lM*ing siHpended for a period of nine years 
or thi'ee elections after which the transitory clause will disappear and 
the system of the General Eletdorate w ill cmne into force, lliese are 
the rough outlines of the proposals which we desire to place before the 
Council and I truet they will be accepted. It is in the nature of a com- 
promise. A compromise is a most difRcult task — it does not please 
everybody, but the circumstances were sucli, the conditions which we 
were confronted were of such a character, that Oovemiiieiit felt 
that the best and the most desirable thing to do was to accept the com- 
promise whukh was suggested by Mr. Langford James. I can only hopt 
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there will be no acrimonious debate on these proposals or OTtr the 
question of communal representation. The country is sharply divided, 
but 1 trust that in this Council Chamber feelinjirs of friendliness and 
charity will prevail and that our delilienitions aill not be marred by 
any unnecessary display of temper unworthy of this Chamber. 


^With you permi’^sion, 1 may say this that I myeodf have never been 
in favour of the ( ommunHl system. I stated lAy views in u speech which 
I delivered in this Council in Novemlnsr, 1921, when introducing this 
Hill. I then strongly condemned that system. To that view 1 still 
adhere. 1 add nothing, 1 subtract nothing, 1 qualify nothing, f 
remain unconvinced despite the opposite views some of my Muham- 
madan friends. Hut I have acc'cpted the wmpromise for reasons whioh 
I will state later on if I may be permitted to do so. [A voice: Shame!] 
Sir, I do not think that that is a iMirliamentury ox|u\'ssion and it 
slunild he withdrawn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The HonMde the Minister should not Ih) inter- 
rupted — I do not k?iow wlu> the mcmlK^r was wlu) cihmI “ shame.** I 
hojs* he will n(»t icix'ut it. 


The Hon’bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA ! Sir, I am sorry 
that nfter niy appeal for suhricty in oni deliherations in regard to this 
matter uii.v expression (»f that kind .nhould have h«H*n allowed to 
es('ais‘ fioni the hjw of an hon’Ide memlsM". lloa'ever that may la», 
w'ith yonr periuissioa, 1 should like ti» listen ti* the dehale and reservo 
iny remarks till the end if you will kindly allow me to do so. 


Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the ihduite to continue on (he whole 
set of utiiendmentH moved h^ Mr. (JcMide or are (hey to l>e taken 
lepniatelyV I may state that we may l>e in agivemeiit with fSHne of 
/the amendments and may disagree with the^ithers and we have not 
been given sufficient time to send in our amendments to the proposals 
made by Mr. Goode. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question needs a short answer. Dr. Suhra- 
wardy. There was undouhtetily suflicient lime for simditig in amend- 
ments a«I have notices of three items from Mr. Fojd-ul Hmj and if mem- 
bers did not avail ihemselves of the opp<»tiunity the blame rests with 
them. Mr. Goode*s amendmenle were circulated under my instruc- 
tions so that they may be in the hands of members by this morning. 
I believe there are some members who rewdved them yesterday evening 
and so there was ample time to send in amendments if any hon’ble 
member wished to do so. 
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Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I received it only at 2 o’clock 
ihk afternoon. 

[At thiH stage several members rose to speak.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order! I must attend to one member at 
a time. 1 am very sorry, Mr. Ehaitan, but you must lie one of the unfor- 
tunate ones. Perhaps if you were to approach the Secretary he will 
explain the cause of the delay. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Notw'ithstanding the truculence that Mr Syed 
Nasim Ali has displaywl and the threat that he has uttert^d that unless 
his demand for separate communal representation for Muhammadans is 
conceded, he and his co-religionists will do everything in their power 
to wrtHik the Reforms, I cannot help thinking that he has Ihiletl al- 
together to make out a case in support of the amendment he has moved. 
Jb» has told us in passionate tones tluit for the protection of Muham- 
madan interests in the (Joiporation of ('alcutta, separate communal 
lepresentaiion is a (piestion of lite and death to his community. I/et 
us for a moment examine this plea. What are the sjaM ial Mtiham- 
inadau interests in the Coi poiation that re<juir(‘ jjrotectiony Where is 
tin* divergence between Hindu and Muhammadan interests so far as 
municipal affairs are coiiceined? I have searched in vain for an answer 
t<i these (juestions in Mr. Syed Nasim Ali’s sj>eec)i. I suj»j>ose when 
specifically challongwl he and his friends will Ijjnaiuct* the subject of 
ccw slaughter us a i>oint of divergence between Hindu and Miilntin- 
madati inteit^st. It is well-known that with regard to this matter, Hindus 
hold one view and Muhammadans hold another, tjuite differvuit views, 
though at one time, 1 mean during the height of the non-co-operation 
agitation, it seemed that our Muhammadan fell(»w-rountrymen had 
made uj’ their minds, in difference to the wishes of the Hindus, to 
concede that the slaughter of cows should disap^iear altogether from this 
country. However, since Muhammadans have changed their minds, 
and the subject might bccoim^ a Isine of contention. Government, 
as represented by a Hindu Minister, are going to oppose the 

provision ifk the Rill, which the Select Committee with the a.Hsent 
of some of its Muhammadan members had recommended, giving 
I»ower, with j)roj>er safeguards, to the Corjmration to j»revent, 
restrict or regulate the slaughter of cows and calves within the 

municipal limits of Calcutta. Now, Sir, I venture to think that 

with the remo\TAl of the subject of cow slaughter from the pale of 
controversy nothing remains upon which might arise a real divergence 
of opinion between Hindus and Muhammadans. That being so, the 
whole structure of Mr. Syed Nasim Ali’s argument falls to the 

ground. Am I then far wrong if I venture to say that his demand is 
based upon a fancied grievance? He has laid much strese upon the 
Imcknow Compact of 1916 and has argued by way of deduction from that 
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Coin}iaci that it lia« been agreed between Hindus and Muhammadami tb4i 
iba latter should have separata communal representation wherever they 
may want it. Sir, I venture to think that he has no right to make any 
such deduction. The Legislative ('ouiicils, and the Legislatiiie Councils 
only, were the places where it a^as agrw*<l that the MuhamnuKlans 
should have separate communal representation. If the imrties to the 
Lucknoa' Compact had intended that the operation of their agreement 
should include also the local Injdies, they would have H|K»citically men- 
tioned it. But since there is no suih mention, ae cannot support any 
extension of the princi[)le of separate communal n^pivsentation U'cause 
it amounts to a Indniyal of the historic agreement reachwl at l<ucknow. 
Mr. Syed Xasira Ali has relied upon purugiaph 2dl in Montagu- 
(’helmsford Report for the purpose of showing that it supiMirts the 
extension of ilie principle of separate coniiaunal representation to hral 
Isidies. Sir, the paragraph does nothing of the sort. It deals and deals 
only with the Ii<»gislative Councils, and after referring to the separate 
communal representation given to the Muhammadans in the la*gis- 
lative Councils in 1JK)9, and the solemn agrtH*ineut mirluMl at Lucknow, 
it says, and this is the language — 

The Muliamnindani regard these ok settitsi fnrlK and any ntU'inpt to go back 
Jn them aould rouse a storm of hitter protest. * 

It has absolutely no refcren(*e whatever to 1 (Ku 1 lHHlifv4. Sir, the 
question of the extension of 8e|»arate couiniumil representation cannot 
Im‘, ought not to Ik». lightly dtn'ided one way or the other. It goes to 
the nnit of the ultimate (jiuvition of the success or fuiluie (;1 demociulic 
(loveniment in this couutr)’. Already imitating the {su nicious examide 
of some of our Muhammadan fellow-countrymen, the memlH'rs of what 
are called the depressed classes are projHising cummunal repreMOitntion 
for their Ixmefit. Then we are told that (he Hindus in h^jisterii Beiigtil 
are saying that since they are in a minority they should have separate 
communal representation. The Hindus in North Bengal wdio are also 
in a minority arc thinking of asking for seji^rate ecimmuiial represent- 
ation. And in this way, the Marwaris, the Jews, the Anglo-Indians, 
the Indian Christians will all ask for sef>arate communal representation. 
Besides, if we once introduce (ie[Niraie cx>mmunal represt^niation for 
the Muhammadans in the Calcutta Corporation, we shall have h) in- 
titKluce it in every mufassal municipality, ever>' district board, every 
local board, ever>' union Imnl, so that the whole political struedur© in 
the pro^nnee from top to bottom will be Imsed upon a sysU'm of whaler- 
tight compartments. Thesp are the coDse<iuencei, the vttry^ m^rumH c^n- 
sequences, which wo We to face if we decide in favour of any extension 
of the principle of separate communal representation in defiance of 
the Lucknow Compact of 1916, the sidrit and intention of the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Bepori on Indian conslituiiona] Reforms, the opinion 
of an influential saetioii of our Muhammadan fellow-counirynm at 
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expressed in a manifesto published the other day^ and the wishes and 
views of what I believe to be the majority of the people of this pro- 
vince, Now, Sir, are we prepared, in these circumstances, to decide in 
favour of any extension of the principle of separate communal re- 
pr(»yentation ? Sir, history has not known of a political system aiminiif 
at the establishment of real democratic Government being based upon 
a spirit of caste as in the Hindu social sphere. The question is whether 
we shall stereotype in the political sphere what we have got in the 
Hindu social sphere. That is the issue before us. I submit we cannot 
play with an issue of this magnitude. If Governm< iit find that «>n 
account of certain difficulties, they cannot get the support of this 
Council to the provision in the Bill, as recommended by the Select 
Committee, they should, in my humble opinion, advise His Excellency 
the Governor to dissolve the Council and ask for the opinion of the 
elec torate upon the desirability or otherwise of the extension of separate 
communal representation. That, to my mind, is the only fair, proper, 
and logical course that Government can take in this matter. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I am afraid 1 cannot congratulate 
the lltm’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government for acc(»pting a compromise which is no compM*omi.se at all. 
What is the suggested compromise? It is this: communal re- 

presentation come in — let it be accepted for nine years and after that 
ipso facto it will cease. I would ask the members of this House one 
question. Is it within the region of possibility that, if you once con- 
ccmIc communal represiMilatiou to the Muhammadans it will he |>4>KHihle 
to take it hack? Once communal representation has been a,c'cept<*<l 
it will remain. Now, Sir, I am op]x>8ed to the principle of communal 
lepresentntion on historical grounds. The Kefonns are Ixised — if I 
have umlerstiMid them at nil — ui)on the principles which are familiar to 
the British constitution. We know pt*rfectly well that the British 
democracy is not iwifect. Anylxidy who has studied the growth and 
development of the British constitution knows [lerfectly well that it 
is not ])erfect hut it is about the Iwst form of democracy we have any 
where in the world. The Reforms are based upon the principles of 
British democracy. Wbnl is the fundamental principle of Briti«di 
democracy? Ijocal rei»re.'*eutntion as opposed to the communal re- 
presentation. A meinlier of Parliament will represent the view's ot the 
majority of his constituency. He will not represent the views of a 
Itmi'ticular c*oramunity in that constituency, if the views of (hat com- 
munity is in antagonism with the views of the majority. The majority 
principle is the principle which is at the root of the British con- 
stitution. The principle of the Government by majority is a pert of 
the British constitution. I say, by acc^ting communal repreaentation 
you are striking at that very principle. I.et me give yqo m 
example. When a Muhammadan is elected, say, iVim a lautieuliir 
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mrd — me anAomo iu that particular ward tliere are 6,000 fotere— 
and of that number 500 are Muhammadana — he goea into the Olcutta 
Corporation for the purpose of rcpreeenling the viea-a of these 500 
men and not the views of the majority in the ward. Is this rights 
If you accept the princiide of (x>iiimuuai reju^sentation you discard 
tlie principle of Government by the majority. The Government by 
the majority has at its back the votes of the nmjorily of voters. 
What would be the effect of intnKlucing this communal system I' As 
Mr. Ghose has very well {>ointetl out to the House, the eflfe<’t will 
be, once you intrcsluce that system into the ('alculta (\»qioration, to 
extend it to the mufassul muiiicipalities, to the mufassal district Inuuds, 
U) the local boards, and to the union Insinls. There would In* a 
division — a clear division — between Hindus and Muhammadans f<»r all 
time to come. [A voice: No.]. SomeUnly says “ No.” How is it 
jMiKsihle to unite these two communities when politically you delilwu** 
attdy create u dividing line between thi^mh 1 quiti^ ii*ali»e that social 
unity may he difficult, hut political unify is [Mwsihle to-day, and 
it is by means of {sditical unity Isdwecn Hindus and Muhaminiwlans 
(hat nationluKxl of Bengal/ wifi (M>me into exi»ton(‘e. WithrMii 
that it is not possible. Then again, Sir, (’omniunal system may 
l>e permitted for the protection of minorifirvr and iniru»riti(M only. 
Thus, for instance, I Mieve ufion that principle separate representa- 
tion has f)een gnirited to certain trading and cxmimercial bodies. 
But the Muhuminaduns are n(»t in a minority in Bengal. They 
arc in a majority in Bengal. Then on what principle do you 
extend the communal system to MiihammadaiisP If you extemi it to 
them, 1 am afraid the Jews will come forwanl. the Murwaris will come 
forward, the Bruhmos will not lie slow in following suit, and all the 
other communities who hav€» got any interc'sts to prot4*ci will all come 
forward and demand seprirafe representation. Once you accept that 
priiici[d‘' it will fie inriHissihle to adhere strictly to the principle of 
Gf>». eminent by the majority. For these reasons I am strongly opj)Os<*d 
to the (ximmunal system fieing introducfsl into the elections of the 
Calcutta Cor|mratiou. * 


Kufllir SHIB SHCKHARISWAR RAYs It is a matter of great 
pleasure and relief that an amicable settlement of this knotty problem 
has been jmssihle at least on the official side and we are all grateful 
to the Hon’We the Minister for the sympathetic manner in which he hiis 
decided the matter. As to t^e temporary character of the settlement, 
I need not attach any importance to it, for neither this Council nor 
anybody can shape the future policy of the country. And I take it, 
Sir, that this settlement which has been arrived at to-day can be 
easily made permanent at some future date. Personally, Sir, I am in 
hivour of special eleef orates for important minorities, and 1 heartilf^ 
support the suggestion for a communal elcMHcnate for the Muhatiimadati 
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minorities in Calcutta. It is not that I have adopM thia attitude by"" 
any exuberance ot feeling for the Muhammadans, but because I am 
one of those who sincerely and honestly believe that the principle of 
amimunal electorate is based on the doctrine of self-defence; it is 
the protection that the minoritv needs when pitted against a majority 
differing widely from it in intellectual and economic development. The 
protection of the minority is an acknowledged principle in politics 
in every advanced State and the system of cumulative votes or propor*^ 
tiomil representation by single transferable votes adopted in many of 
those countries to secure this protection is only another name for * 
communal representation. For if adopted in Bengal it would mean 
nothing else, and this is l)ome out by our experience of the electirms of 
the \urious standing committees of this Council which are conduct<*d on 
the principle (d single transferable vote. The results of these elections 
and the ccuiimunal sjiiiit displayed by even the enlightened nicml)ers 
of this Council is pi oof enough that when the disparity is great and 
is existent, it is futile to exfiect that the different communities woulcf 
be fuse<l together into one nation simjdy by voting together. None 
the less I fully appreciate the arguments of those who have laid stress 
on tlxe injurious effect of si>ecial c'lommunal representation. I admit 
that it is injurious as it keeps the communities apart but only when 
they are e({ually well-advanc'ed and already constitute a homogenous 
group. When the comi>onent communities of a nation are all wjunlly 
develojied, intelligently .sympathise wdth each other and have a social 
mind, then, of course, even microscopic minorities need no sj>ecial 
protection, and from among them the most dewrving onevs come (»ut 
upiiennosi irrespentive of their clenomi nations. The* Purst‘es can well 
be taken as an instanc'e. Although forming an insignificant minority 
they have excelled in every sphere* of life without any special provisions 
for them. (N>ming neaitT home we find the Vaidyas of Bengal, though 
very few in numlier when compared with the Brahmans and Kayesthas 
and other castes, they have found no ground of comjdaint in that. In 
both these instaiic'es, the different communities and castes had to c'ontend 
\\ith })eople ecjually ecjuipped in the matter of intellectual and economic 
attainments. But. Sir, the thing bec'oines ejuite different when it is 
l^etwet*!! tlie Muhammadans and non-Mubaromadans. So gn^t is the 
difference lielween them that they seem to be on different planes 
altogether. There can lie no denying of the backwardness of the bulk 
bf the Muhammadans in Bengal, and whether they fonn the majority 
or minority in particular {daces, their backwardness tells heavily 
either on themselves or on the communities with whom they associatoi. 
Where the backward Muhammadans form the majority on account of 
their limited outlook and of their narrow sectarian views, the Hindus 
suffer in spite of their education, wealth, and influence. And again, 
where such Muhammadans are in a majority, their hackwardness causea 
them to be neglected and looked down upon by their more advanced Hindu 
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lii«Uiren. Sir, it b no ubo concealing tbaee iiorea in our body politioi 
fitber 1 tbink the light and air of public comnieut and oriticiani might 
help in beating them up, and educatimi and communal electoratoa 
might »erve as salves. The result of this disparity at present is racial 
animosity and religious acrimony, suppression of the weak by the strong. 
We can well take the case ot the Calcutta Cm-pomtion for an instance. 
Although the Muhammadans form 26 per cent, of the ]K)pulutiou here, 
still, for years together they have failed to secure a single elei'ted seat 
in the Corporation. Surely it is inconceivable that not a single 
Muhammadan candidate bad come forward who was not worthier tl»an 
even the least qualified Hindu memln^r of the Corisiration. Whiil 
d(M*N this imply P Does it not signify that behind this tall talk of 
fraternity and oi>en dwr, a sinister iutluenre hud Wn working all the 
lime, the base hankering of the strong to supj>ress the weak, to shut him 
out altogether P Let us now turn to East Uengal, where the Muham- 
madans jiredominate and we shall find a very similar tiling there tiKi. 
There the Muhammadans lieing numerically stronger and spurred on by 
their sectarianism, select for the loi al Inidies candidates who happen to lie 
Muhammadans, no matter what their ahilitios might U* and even prefer 
third-rate Muhanimmlan candidates to the first-rate Uirnlus, and the 
result is that the Hindus have no chanei* to serve their country except 
through the Imckdinir of nomination. Sir, I do not mim^ matterH for Uie 
lime has c/»im* for plain speaking, no matter wdio, whidlier the Hindus or 
Muhammadans, might Ik* hurl thereby. 1 want this injustieo p«'r|ie- 
trated on the under-dog to go. The stronger should no huigio' s4|U«h*ik* out 
the weaker nor “hould I lie halatii'e of jM»wer he in the hands of ]>articular 
eoinmunities enabling them to put a pretniuiii on their defections. 
This object cannot Ik* attained hv eiir-niarkiiig the s<*atfi in a mixed 
electorate, f<ir then, excejit in eas<‘H of iH*rsons with the most outstanding 
ability, only the renegades, thitse who can kow-tow to the comiiiHiiity 
which might form the majority, might tKune in. Would you Iwdieve 
it, Sir, that an enlightened Hrahino meiiilier of my electorate refused 
to vote for me Iwiause on relighuis grounds I expressed my inability 
to dine with himP I failed to understand, Sir, what this dining wdth 
him had to do with my [xditical views and the safeguanling of the 
landlords* interest in the (kmiicil. Sir, what would be the conse- 
quence if the Muhammadan voters, who might form the majority, 
demand that their Flimlu ifiiididate must dine with them, or if a Hindu 
majority insisted on their Moslem candidah* to 'support the demolition 
of a mosque for a road alignment? Sir, I have some exjK»rience of 
elections both from special and mixed ele<*(oratei far the (Jotincil and 
local bodies and know how little things fend to crop up and assume 
huge proportions^ and I want to avoid these petty sectarian undergrowths. 
It is for these reasons that I support special communal electorates both 
in the interests of the Hindus and Muhammadans, and not only in 
Calcutta but in the luitfiissaJ too. I, bowerer, subscribe to the |friiiei|dt* 



2U 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


L19TH rm. 


of trij^e (jalfulation aa enunciaied by the Hon’ble the Ministef, 
namely, hawed on population, voting strength, and- the ratable capa- 
city as also the importance any particular community might occupy. 
I appeal to ray mufassal Hindu friends here to see that justice is done 
to the Muhammadan minority in Calcutta, so that when time comes 
(hey can themselves exj)ect justice from the hands of the Muham- 
madans in the mufassal. 

Dfi HAS8AN 8UHRAWARDY S I rise with a good deal of hesitation 
and diffidence to participate in a debate which, as Mr. Langford James 
has observed rightly, stirred to its depth feelings which might lead to 
a(o imony, and I might add stir up heat and passion which the different 
parties may not easily forgive and forget. Mr. Langford James, whose 
charming personality I have the good fortune of coming in contact with 
not only in this Council Chamber but also outside it, is recognized by all 
of us to be a person always anxious to do his share for the country and 
his best for the Indians and Indian aspirations. We are iiiimen*iely 
grateful to him for holding out the olive branch of peace and harmony and 
preventing mutual recriminations. His suggestion, however, 1 regret 
to find, has not met with the supismt llint was exis»ct(‘d. I do not sfs^ak 
of Muhammadans alone who have hitherto not liked the idea of tt(;knowl- 
edging that a mixed elec^torate is the Is^st, but I hud many Eiiro[>eans 
have also criticized it. In a leading article in one of the foremost 
English journals, it is said that Mr. Langford James’ suggf^stitm 
** |ir(K"6eds (m the unproved assumption that there is some scH’iaJ 
or politieal obli<iuitv in (communal re]>reaenUition and nome inherent 
virtue in a mixed electomte.’* So for as I have l)een able to 
gather, a large se<’tion of Muhammadan meinb<»rs are not willing to 
do away with the privilege of coinmnuul representation by means of 
iwirely communal or Moslem franchise whether now or at the end of 
the transition i¥*riod of nine years. T for one am not an admirer of 
the system of communal representation; but hod I put up a fight for 
it, I certainly would not have agreed to barter my principle for a very 
doubtful gain. If it is accepted by (be Moslems that we at this stage 
should acknowledge that the principle of a mixed electorate is the besi 
one and that the privilege of coromunal franchise and of communal 
representation will lapse at the end of the period of grace of nine years, 
then I fail to see wha^ has nil this clamouring and fighting been for. 
We have surely to acknowledge our defeat if this is the kind of com- 
promise we have arrived at, vi*., that we mu.st put on record that the 
system of mixed electorate is the best. T^et us consider where those 
friends who so inueb advertised their ardent fight for the Muhammadan 
cause have landed us. Dtiring the negotiations with our Hindu col- 
leagues, we bad the chance of getting 20 seats within the present 
Calcutta boundary and at least an additional five seats on account of the 
added areas of Ganlen Reach, Tollygunge, Maniktala, etc. We would 
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te thus |(oi ftboui 25 seats in axqhanfte, we aooapied the principfo 
^ election by a mixed francbise, but with an adequate number of seats 
IhieerTed solely for Muhammadans and with the additional pririlefte of 
contesting seats from the general electorate also. Our Muhammadan 
Iri^ds rejected this possibility and what have they got now? They have 
to acknowledge clause 7> vis., that the mixed electorate is the best princi- 
ple and for the first time put this fact on record and then accept only IS 
seats reserved for Muhammadans in the bargain. The satisfaction is that 
we have got a purely communal franchise, but this even is not for ever, 
but only for the short period of three ele<'tions. Have they dt»ne a service 
or disservice to tbe Moslems? This fight reminds me of the person who 
cut his nose to spite his face. Wc can say we have after all as long as we 
are here got a purely Moslem franchise for communal representation, hut 
think what we have lost for our successors ! Not only the cordiality and 
trust of Fhe Hindus and the privilege of contesting seats from the general 
electorate is gone, hut also at least six seats are lost through had tactics 
and a selfish policy of ensuring our own seats with the minimum amount 
of trouble to ourselves. True we can again raise the cry of communal 
franchise for a communal representation at the end of the transition perioi] 
of nine years: hnt surely we could have done the some after getting out 
20 or 25 seats reserved for Mo.slems through a mixed franchise by bring- 
ing ffirward an amending Hill after the new Act hod come into operation 
in 1024. But now we have made a compact to keep quiet till 19il4. 

It would have been much the wiser plan for the Muhammadans to 
have recognixed the advantages of having an effective and adequato 
number of seats in a body like the municipality where votes deride the 
question and not worry themselves as to which door they entered the 
House by; and this could have been attained without showing their 
feeling of distrust and had bloo<l towards a sister c^»miminity. 

Mr. Tisngfonl James with the clear perspective of a Knro|>ean business 
man has said, ‘*let tbe Muhammadans recognixe that this system (of 
communal representation) could not l»e expecfecl to continue indefinitely, 
qild that they should he content with this special privilege for a very 
small period in tbe life-history of our nation.” Sir, I cannot imagine any 
friend of India who cannot visualise this coming event. We can already 
observe the signs and portends of the possibility of a United India, a 
Self-governing India, an India of Hindus and Mussalmans, <»f Christians, 
Jews and Parsees alike, as well as of Europeans and Indians. In my own 
small experience I can look back with feelings of the greatest gratifica- 
iion to cordially and hospitality that was accorded ^ me by many 
of my European colleagues in various stations in Upper India and in 
'Bengal. And I remember how Hindus, some of them Brahmins of the 
atrictest class, came and stayed with me as honoured guests and brothers, 
and stmilal^ly, how I have on more than one ocemaion enjoyed the friend- 
ship and hoapitaliiy of the Hindus of all classes. Can I then with any 
hemnsness say that Hindn-Moslem unity, and friendship between Indians 
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and Europeans, is a sliam and a farce and impossible of attainment? I 
remember, Sir, that on your return to this country, after an absence of 
16 years, you were struck with the cordiality and good relations which 
you noticed between Europeans and Indians, and between Hindus and 
Mussalmans. Sir, what is 16 years but less than the twinkling of an 
eye in the life-time of a nation? When we are convinced that Hindu- 
Moslem unity is within the range of practical politics, then it is our duty 
to begin at once to find out means by which we Moslems can safeguard 
the peculiar interests of our community, and yet not be a drag on the 
wheel of progress towards Indian nationalism. Communal representation 
enunciates a narrow and a selfish policy by which a man lives first for 
himself, then for his children and family, and finally for his community^ 
He can never work to leave this world a little better for' some one else 
outside his particular narrow range. Communal isolation is like 
building a wall — a dead wall — round one, beyond which one cannot only 
never grow and expand, but cannot even look. It is against freedom and 
does not conduce towards efficiency. It is all very well to talk of pro- 
twtion of minorities, but we should never lose sight of the fart that the 
hot-house plant and the spoon-fed child can never grow to he hardy 
enough to hear the inclemency of the weather like those brought up under 
judiciously placed difficulties and adverse environment and circumstances. 
If we do not from now prepare ourselves for the sure and certain even- 
tuality of withdrawal of communal representation we will find ourselves 
unprepared and will at once collapse under the strain of the stniggle for 
existence when this prop and support is removed. It is all very well for 
Mr. Syed Nusiin Ali to talk of our life-and-death struggle, but he seems 
to forget that in the struggle for existence survival of the fittest is the 
taw of nature and not of the imdlie-t'oddled spoilt child; he should realise 
that he cannot for ever be tied on to the apri>n-strings of another person, 
but should Iry to stand on his <»wn legs. He has spoken of the protection 
that nuist he given to the minorities. Is he an advocate for or against 
the Moslems? Does not Mr. Syed Nasim Ali know that the Moslems 
are not in the minority in Bengal? Does he not know what conditions 
prevail in Eastern and Northern Bengal ? The Hindus of Eastern Bengal 
w-ill at once take the tip from Mr. Syed Nasim Ali and my friend, Eumai; 
Shib Shekhareswar Ray is not slow to recognixe this fact and has already 
been canvassing for the protection of the minority, the Hindus in Eastern 
and Northern Bengal. Let Mr. Sye^l Nasim Ali not be beguiled by tb^ 
Kumar’s support of communal representation into tbe belief that be is % 
great friend of tbe Moslems. 

At page 17 of the Report of tbe proceedings of a Committee of non- 
official members of tbe Council to consider tbe Reform proposals there ia 
a note of dissent which opens thus: — 

In the mslier of r epr os ea Uitioa of Biahnatmadan interosU ia the aalarfad 
Ooanctli the CkmgrMs-Ls^tia Sdwma shooM not be foUovad. Thej fllia Mnhaae 
asadans) on no acoouai should ba .allowad to bava tba balaaoa of power k ffisir 
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:lluidt. Such ft stftto of aifftitfl would not only ipell di«Mt«r it tbo cnatn of good 
<Sk>reni]»eiit ir th« country^ trai would oenously jeopordiw the intorotia of iho 
Hon-M uhftmmadans . 

That was the opinion of our friend, Kumar Shib Shekharenwar Ray, who 
BOW poses as a {Treat friend of the Muhammadans. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAIt RAY: I said that the balance of 
power should not be in the hands of any particular community — whether 
Hindu or Muhammadan. I never said that I stand here for the Muham- 
madans on account of any kindly feeling for them, but I want justice to 
be done to them. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: At any rate, Sir, Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray then said that a sejwirate communal representation 
such as was advocated by the Co n^rress- Moslem Tjengue Scheme should 
not he piven to the Muhammadans; and now he says that it should be 
given to them. 

Mr. Syed Nasim AH should rei'ogniae that it is the dominating 
influence, wealth, and education of the Hindu minority which has kept 
the majority, the Moslems of Bengal in the fxisition of suWdination. 
Protection of Muhammadan interests is certainly necessary, but this 
should Island can l>ecffe< tcd without InMug constantly at war and discord 
with the Hindu community. Although the vast majtuity of the Hindus 
and Mus.salmans have adopted the manners and customs and the language 
of the province as their own, yet they are so far apart from each other 
in their religious and the more important social ceremonies that it will be 
necessarj’ for a long time after commtinnl franchise has become a dead 
letter to have a Muhammadan communal representation, by which I 
mean representation of Muhammadans by Muhammadans to safeguard 
their peculiar interests. 

The Sfafmnnn has rightly said that ** the antagonism, rivalry or 
jealousy between Hindus and Muhammadans has long ceased to be 
primarily religious. The real cause of estrangement is the competition 
for places in Government and municipal employment, for educational 
advantages and for material benefits generally and I might add ** the 
trouble about cow killing.” ” T^et the basic fact Iw recognised and met. 
and there will be little quarrel or none between the two communities." 
Oovemment have rightly conceded to this principle and are reserving 
certain number of posts for Muhammadans in the different public 
services and it is on account of tBis principle that we find Moslems as 
Members and Ministers of the Government Cabinet. We do not wish to 
do away with this principle— it has distinct advantages for us— but it is 
time that we began working side by side without distrust and hatred, 
gspiring to the gosl of self-government and **8waraj, * of which the 
Maforms are an advance guard. We must begin somewhere. 


Ha 
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The municipalities are, as Gladstone said, tlie seedplots in which, and 
around which, are developed those fine qualities and temperament oi 
mind which is the best heritage of a citizen. 

[At this stage the member reached his timedimit and resumed his 
seat.] 

RaNOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E BahMhir: 1 entreat my Muham- 
madan friends to consider this question dispassionately. At the outset I 
ought to make clear that Mr. Syed Nasim Ali and the few Muhammadan 
gentlemen of this Council who are nowt tolking of Swaraj do not belong to 
and are repudiated by the Swaraj party of Muhammadans led by Maulana 
Mahomed Ali and excepting the hundred or two hundred men who elected 
them, the mass of the Muhammadan population do not recognize their 
representative character. Their new role as advocates of Swaraj is a great 
change in their political outlook. Similarly, the great mass of Hindq 
Swarajists led by Mahatma Gandhi will not recognize the claims to 
political wisdom of the great political lenders who are now all holders o^ 
high posts, who laid down the rule of communal representation as the 
panacea of all evils. Hindus and Muhammadans of all shades and opinions 
are also now not prepared to admit the political infallibility of Mr. Mon- 
tagu who, I regret very much to say, has been thrown out by his constitu- 
ency. So I had better follow Mr, Syed Nasim Ali’s advice to be guided by 
experience. In these matters the lessons of history and the experience of 
mankind are surely the only guides. Here communal representation 
means representation of a certain religious sect, i.e., Muhammadani.sm, 
not representation of n certain conmiunity, such as, European or 
Armenian. Do not forget that. 

Now what do the lessons of history teach us. In no country in tha 
world, in no age, history tells us, has communal representation oi\ 
a religious basis been recognized. Islam never recognized it. In thi^ 
Roman Empire, for the first time in the history of man, were granted civic 
rights as they are now understood. Roman, Greeks, Jews, Muhamma- 
dans, Christians and Pagans who had the rights of Roman citizenship had 
all equal rights and there was no communal representation for a thousand 
years of the empire of Rome. Then came the idea of State religion in 
the countries of Europe and with it religious disabilities of all non- 
conformists. When. Roman Catholics were in power, they refuaed 
political rights and places to Protestants, and when the Proiestanta 
became predominant they did the same towards Roman Catholics. The 
struggle to free civic rights from being tied to the chariot wheels of the 
fanatical religioua idea of subordinating reason and every temporal 
matter to the imperative dictates of revealed books as understood by 
various sectarians first began with the juriste of the Ketherlanda, 
Grotius, and other great writers. The encyclopiedists of France and 
the great Revolution completed the work and man was freed from Hie 



5|e3.1 CAIidmA MUNICIPAL BILL. M) 

Mghtmm of roligious fanaticism wkioh iiad drenckad in Uood 

in tka nama of uniformity of religion. Are you aware tkia 
togatkar of civic rigkts witk sectarian religion was tka causa of^ tka 
emigration of tke pilgrim fatkers and ike founding of tka great repuklie 
ol America ? Are you aware tke question again arose wken tke federal 
constitution was debated ikereP President Adams said — 

lUligioas discord kas lost h«r stings; ike cumbrous weapons of tkoological 
warfare sre sntiquated. Our sge is too anlightened to cootoiMi upon topics wkiok 
concern only the interests of eternity. At this day, religious indulgoncs is aiis 
of onr clearest duties, beesuBe it is one of our undisputed rights. 

Alexander Hamilton, one of tke greatest statesmen and orators of 
America, said — 

We sre convinced that popular assemblies sre frequently misguided by ignoi^ 
snee, by sudden inipulses, and the intrigues of ambitioUB men ; and that some firm 
barrier against tiieae operations is necessary. What we appretiend ta ihst some 
einister preiudioe, or some prevailing passion may sssume the form of a genuine 
interest. 

He was of opiniou that tke local interests of a State ougki in every 
case to give way to tke interests of tke Union.” We, too, are afraid 
of some sinister prejudice, of some prevailing passion. Wken we 
accept self-government as understoial in Europe and America we must 
adopt its basil' principle that we agree to meet and act together for our 
secular welfare and must not allow the imperative claims of spiritual 
revealed rules to intervene in any way in suck matU'^rs. If we allow 
representation liy religious stM'taries there is an end of all civic rights, to 
establish which Europe and America had to waste through a sea of blood. 

1 bring to your mind the revolutions of Fram e, the fight for tke removal 
of religious disabilities in England and tke bloody revolution in Russia, 
Last of all I bring to your mind tke distressful story of Ireland. Da 
you know why that country is being devastated by internal dissensionsf 
It is the same claim of separate electorates and separate representation 
and separate parliaments. Please do not travel by the path which is sure 
to lead to dissensions and bloodshed. We want a civic State in India 
freed from the fetters of religious prejudice. Tke modem State cannot 
entertain the validity of the imperativeness of the commands of the vedag 
or of the Koran, say, on the question of cow-slaughter, on which my 
Muhammadan brethren are perhaps justly apprehensive, l^it us be 
guided by the experience of nations. Wherever the claims of religtoos 
and sects were allowed to intervene in matters of civic and political 
adminislratiun, they led to bloodshed. Modem Europe and America kaTt 
laid down that suck claims are inadmissible. Seperate electoratee of 
sects on religious grounds are nowhere found. I^et Mr. Byed Nasim Ali 
and his friends follow tke salutaiy rule laid down by them, aaaadyi 
Ike rule of experience ol the human raoe. 
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Again, Sir, I am one of those men who are conTinced that in the near 
future the population of Bengal will be preponderatingly Muhammadan, 
We, poor Hindus of Bengal, on account of our dissensions and shortsight. 
ednesH and our inferior physique, are fast dying out. At the present 
moment the Muhammadans are not as educated as Hindus and there arq 
a larger number of rich people among Hindus than among Muhammadax^, 
though the great mass of Muhammadans of Bengal are better off than 
the mass of Hindu population. Knowing what our ultimate late would 
be, 1 am very anxious that our Muhammadan brethren should cultivate 
pro>Hindu feelings, if the Muhammadan members of local bodies be 
elected by Muhammadans only, only anti-Hindu Muhammadans may be 
elected. But if we, Hindus, who will soon be in a minority, have a hand 
in electing Muhammadan members, Muhammadan candidates will all 
cultivate friendly feelings towards Hindus. For pity towards us the 
Muhammadan members should give up all exclusiveness. In li^st 
Bengal and North Bengal even now the Hindus are at the mercy of the 
Muhammadans, and we, Hindus, require special seats allotted for us, 
I hope that already belated relief to Hindus will sotin be given to them. 
But in that case if 1 am here (1 am not very anxious to be here) I shall 
certainly oppose communal representation for Hindus as 1 am to-day 
opposing communal representation for Muhammadans. The Bengali 
nation that will be evolved in the near future will be Muhammadan with 
a leaven of Hindus. The Hindu leaven should be isolated by my Muham- 
madan brethren, but it should be allowed to mix and make a splendid 
political botfy. My Muhammadan friends are all looking to Arabia and 
Turkey. But is not Bengal, Sujala Sufala Malayaja Shitala, better 
than those^ countries y Are not the Bengali Hindus more intelligent, 
more spiritual, more gentle, and withal, more lovable, more desirable 
neighbours than Kabulis and Habshis!^ my Muhammadan brethren 
remember how we have been living amicably together for generations. 
The great majority of them were originally Hindus. Please assimilate 
the ancient Hindu culture. Be not like Buktiar Khilji who burned the 
great library at Odaitpur or Bihar because there was no Koran. Blood 
is thicker than water, blood is more potent than the traditions of 
Arabia. Let us form one great nation. Exclusiveness will prevent 
that consummation so devoutly to be wished for, communal representa- 
tion means exclusiveness. Communal representation means election 
of men who in the clash of Hindu and Muhammadan ideals of life will 
stand for exclusive fanatical Muhammadan ideals against Hindu ideals, 
Bdu4^ted Muhammadan with liberal ideals will have no chance — they wiU 
be nowhere. Already there are signs that all liberal culture, association, 
with modern science and modern philosophy, is not quite fashionable. 
I say with pain that even among Hindus so-called nationalists liberal 
culture is at a discount. It is no wonder that among Khilafatists, in 
the reawakening of Islam, Western culture and liberal ideals, as preva- 
lent in modern Europe, will be at a discount. Kotwitketandxng the 
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i^pparent entente ike cUah will soon cbme for ortkodox Hiadtt and 
n^kodox Mukammadan ideals^ it muni ke admitted, are conflicting* 
Tkey must be reconciled by modern liberal ideas. Tkey are tke only 
means by wkick a united nation can be formed. According to modern 
political ideas, communal representation is inadmissible, It is no argu- 
ment to say that it bu»t been allowed in Council elections. It is not 
defensible on principle and is impolitic and harmful. But surely though 
there may be some plausible grounds in the case of Councils which have 
to decide between conflicting political and other rights there can be no 
ground whatsoever fur separate electorates in municipal mutters. 
Sanitation, good water, good roads, clean drains are neither Muhamniadai) 
nor Hindu. Ail are equally interested in matters municipal. Kveu in the 
case of Councils, I must say, in the words of Daniel O’Connell, “the 
present system disavowed by liberalised Europe, disclaimed by sound 
reason, abhorred by genuine religion, must soon and for ever be 
abolished. 


Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLIOKs The question of the principle 
of communal representation was thoroughly gone into during the second 
reading of this Bill, and conseqtiently, 1 do not wish to go into the 
details of this question now. I may be permitted to take it that the 
remarks made hy the various members of this Council this afteriUMm 
have been read by those who wish to come to a fair and just derision on 
the question, To-day I shall siitisfy myself with an examination of some 
of the mischievous arguments which have Wen raised of late, and which 
are calculated to create a bias against communal representation, through 
communal electorates. Before I come to an examination of these argu- 
ments, it is necessary to bear in mind that the question before the House 
is not whether election through general constituencies is more desirable 
than election through communal constituencies, but whether in view of 
the conditions obtaining in India, and esjiecially in Bengal, and in view 
of the ideal of responsible Government, communal representation through 
communal constituencies can W swept away. That being the question « 
I do not see how the opinion of Mr. Montagu, whose knowledge of the 
various peculiar conditions relating to caste, creed, and race is not only 
nil but misleading, can affect the question. MemWrs of this Council 
will, perhaps, remember that Mr, Montagu made the most astounding 
and ridiculous statement that has perhaps ever been maile on the floor of 
the House of Commons since its inception, vis., caste system in India is 
decadent, because all men are towed by the same railway car. This late 
Secretary of State for India, who seems to be fortunately hoping to 
•lowly realise that there are worse things on this earth than were thought 
of in his political philosophy, as embodied in that verbose document, 
declared tWt caste system or racial feeling is decadent in India because 
all Indians breathe the same air and live under the same spreading sky. 

Dismissing therefore the opinion*—-— 
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Mr« PBESIOEIITS We are not ducuBsing the question of the Hindu 
naste system to*da^. We are discussing the question of special eleetorw 
ates lor Muhammadan. 

iabu NiRODE BEHARY MULLICK: My point is this. Mr. Mon*^ 
iagu has been quoted as an authority on this question. 1 wish to point 
out that Mr. Montagu’s opinion is not worth anything. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ido not think it necessary to go into such length 
as that. After all, a very casual reference was made to the report and 
not a word was said about the opinion of Mr. Montagq. 

BShi NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: DismissingT thereforT^ 
opinion of Mr. Montagu with the indifference it deserves, I shall proceed 
to examine some of the mischievous arguments which are calculated to 
create a bias against communal representation through communal 
electorates. 

First, it has been said that in case communal representation through 
communal electorates is granted, then men of extreme views and not of 
moderate views will have any chance of election to the Corporation or tq 
‘Other elective bodies. Nothing can be more mischievous and further 
from the truth. The present Council is the result of communal repre« 
sentation through communal electorates. Are we liere, men of extreme 
views or of moderate views? 

Tlie WH'oiul argument calculated to create a bias against communal 
represamtation through communal electorates has been impoiied from 
Madras. It has l>eeD said that {)eace lietween the Brahmins and non- 
Brahmins of Madras has l)©tm obtained by the granting of communal 
representation through mixe<l electorates to the non-Brahmius. Here 
it should be remembered that out of the total pcjpulation of Madras, 
nou-BrahmitiM form al>oiit 40 millions and Brahmins only one million 
and a half. The voting strength of the non-Brahmins in Madras, as 
will api^eor from the famous note of dissent of Sir Sankarau Nair will 
be 9 out of 10. Therefore, what the non-Brahmins of Madras have 
done is this : They liave completely ignored the Brahmin voters and for all 
practical purposes have got communal representation through communal 
electorates. Here, in Calcutta, the situation lis different. Here, in 
Calcutta, the Hindu voters being in a majority, it will be possible for 
Hindus or those handful of Muhammadans, who pander to their wishes^ 
to completely igpcnre the Muhammadan community. Let there be up 
mistake alxiut this point, for Mr. Montagu’s lieutenants appear to be 
more vigilant than they ought to be. 

The next mischievous argument calculated to create an equal amount 
of bias is the one which says tbatf in case communal repieaeataliim ia 
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granted; the next commission o( inqniry will report that inasmuch ^ 
there are so many divisionsp India is not fit for full lesfxmsible ^ 
Government. ' 

The famous announcement of the 20th August, 1917, det^laies in a 
nutshell that the policy of His Majesty’s Government is the gradual 
development of self-governing institutions with a view to the progressive 
realisation of responsible Government in India as an integral (lari of the 
British Empire, and further progress will depend upon the co-operation 
and the sense of responsibility of the Indians, Nf>where in the 
ahnouncement, or in those various other documents associated with 
this announcement, is it laid down that unless Muhammadans becoma 
Hindus and grow tiku or Hindus become Muhammadans and grow 
overflowing beards, there is no chance of full responsible Government. 
It may be in the recollection of members of this t'ouncil that a few 
months back a resolution was carried in the I/egislntive Assembly 
asking for a larger share of responsible Government in the j>rovim'es and 
in the Central Government. In answer to this resolution, the Secre- 
tary of State recently issued a des|mtch In which also there is no 
mention of a condition of this character. 1 am not, however, disp<^ed 
to deny that a better feeling and understanding Wtwoen the various 
conflicting classes is essential to the growth of an atmosphere associated 
with resiKinsible Government. But I say this, that such an atmosphere 
will Ih* created not by thwarting the legitimate ttHpirati<»nH of dilTeiynt 
classes, hut by rather helping the realization of those aspirations in a 
true spirit of citizenship. ^ 

Some time Inick in coiine(?tion with the discussion of this very question 
I said that in a matter like this Muhammadans ought to las the sole judge 
and their de<!iHion, whatever it may be, ought to he taken as final. 
Some days hack I was rather glad when I heard a similar argument 
advanced by the expcments of the amalgamation of Maniktala with 
Calcutta in the name of local option. I hope and I have no right to 
hope to the «>iitrary that those gentlemen who advanceil this argument 
will show their sincerity and courage of conviction by extimding a 
similar |wrivalege to the Muhammadans. Lastly, I wish to draw special 
attention to that part of the announcement of 20tb August, which 
emphasises the word co-operation as contained in the sentence. Ti^y, 
(the British Government and the Government of India), must be guided 
by the co-operation received from those upon whom hew opportunities 
will he conferred. To-day the Muhammadans are only asking for the 
simple and elementary right of co-operation on conditions which are 
fair to the Muhammadans, to the Government and to all others wW 
can view the subject from an unbiassed an*^ of vision. But if, by 
failing to co-operste on the fairest of conditions, a considefrahle 
of Muhammadans seeks for an expression of their grievances through 
other chann^ pleaawit neither to the British Govemment nor to the 
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best frieuds of the British Governmant, the sole responsibility then will 
lie upon those who are trying to^y to compel them to seek those other 
channels. 

Khm Mlidlir Mauivi CMADUODIN AHMED: As I was absent I 
could not take part in the debate earlier. I have just now heard from 
the Hon’ble the Minister of a compromise in regard to the matter under 
discussion, but before deciding one way or the other, I wish to make 
my position clear. Mr. I). C. Ohose has said that there is no need of 
a sfiecial electorate, there is no need of special treatment of Muham- 
madans as the interests of the Hindus and Muhammadans are nol diver- 
gent. This is a matter which requires very careful consideration. We 
find in the mufassal and also in some districts that there is a diver- 
gency of interests in the two communities. How divergent are the 
views held by the two communities as regards the slaughter of cows. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May 1 make a personal explanation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, only a personal explanation. 

Mr. D. 0. CHOSE: My remarks apply to the (/alcutto Corporation 
and the Calcutta Corjwration only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

KhMl BihiAir Miulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: What he said may 
be true of the Calcutta ('oriw)ration, but in the ureas of which 1 have 
some exjM'riencea the interests of the two communities are widely 
divergent. In tbe matter of education, the time is not far distant 
when the whole policy will be governed by the (Calcutta Corporation. 
The Muhammadans are in a minority and their interests are sure to 
suffer unless they have their own men there to represent their cause. 
Is it not the Iwunden duty of our enlightened friends to see that we 
bike our {lart in the civic life of the Corpomtion, get into the higher 
spheres, and thus become either a Vice-Chairman or a Chairman or even 
a Minister? At present these posts are practically reserved for the Hindus. 
Unless you give us an opportunity of taking part in the civic life of 
the city, will it be possible for us to get to the higher splieres of life 
which I just mentioned? There is no doubt that there are some friends 
who will symiNithixe with os, but it is only through a s{MM*ial electorate 
that we can get what we want. We cannot hoi»e to get any higher 
appointments unless there be a special electorate. Some time ago, when 
there was a Muhammadan Vice-(^hairman. the (luestion of the demoli- 
4ion of a mosque because of its encroachment on municipal land was 
under consideration. The Vice-Chairman took the matter into his own 
hands and effected a compromise. But immediately after a fresh election, 
when a Hindu became Viee-Chairmaut the whole question was revived : 
there was a serious quarrel and the matter went up to the law oourta. 
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Botli the Hindus and Muhammadans were at lof^rhe^ with one 
another. If a Muhammadan were at the helm of affairs, such thtnir^ 
ODuld not happen. So, it is desirable that we should be given a |>usition 
in the Corporation, even if it be a subordinate one. We can later on 
rise to the higher positions. As Mr. Gladstone has said the first 'things 
in a civic life are learnt in a municipality, so it is immensely desirable 
that we should have a share in the administration of the munioi]>al 
affairs of Calcutta. If you want to see brotherly feelings between the 
Hindus and Muhammadans you must give the latter a band in munici- 
pal affairs. 

Babu Surendru Nath Mallik said the other day that the Muhamma- 
dans do not get their due share in the matter of apiHiintments. I do 
not know wbethej he had ap(M)intments in the ('or])oration in his mindf 
but it is true that because there is no Muhammadan gentleman in 
authority in the Corporation the Muhammadans do not gt»t their due 
share of apixiintments. If there wert*. they could pn^ss their claims. 
As my friend, Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Hay, has said, in the mufassal 
you will find a different state of things; some Muhammadans in local 
boards* you will find, are lording over iJindus and uneducated Muham- 
madans are given preference to Hindus. This stat<» of things, 1 say, 
must be removed. It bos been pointed out by u friend of mine that the 
Sirajgunj muniniiality is run by Muhammadans and Hindus have no 
place there. But is it a desirable state of things that Hindus should 
Ik* excluded altogether y The time is come when we must think of 
some coinpromist*. It is hut projier that some s<*ats should 1 m? reserved 
for each community. Time will cKime when there will he no necessity 
for it, but at present where justice tlemaiuls that Hindus should Ik* 
given preference, we must ac?cept to it and also where justice demands 
that Muhammadans should have prefereme, our Hindu hrotliers must 
also agree. In this connection I may lie jiermitted to take the name of 
that great leader, Mr. Gandhi. He said in intelligence, wealth, edu- 
cation, and in fact in every sphere, Hindus are far su^ierior to Muham- 
madans. So. let the Muhammadans have as much us they want. In 
this way we can win over the Muhammadan cominiinity to our side. 
That was said by that great leader and I think it is one of the reasons 
why so many of my co-religionists joined his flock. 

Ihe provision that has been made in the Munieijial Bill, to quote 
the words of Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Ray, will tuni renegades, and 
lenegadee from our community will go to the (kirporaiton because the 
balance of }iower will be In the hands of the Hindus. In each watvT, 
the Hindus will preponderate and they will, having the halanc^e of jMiwer, 
give a teat here and there to a Muhammadan. Those who have the 
experience of electioneering campaigns know how these are mametivred, 
and only a Muhammadan who is a renegade stands a chance of being 
f^mned by the Hindus. Who will satisfied with tbsse iwnegadesf 
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Not tbo true MuHamlnadans. Some of our friends said : ** Let us have 
25 seats to be returned by mixed electorates/’ but I should be satisfied 
with 8 seats to be returned by Muhammadans alone. I do not care for 
the number of seats, but 1 want some purely Muhammadan seats, what- 
ever their number may be. Coming to the compromise which has been 
proposed by the Hon’ble the Minister, I do not know whether to accept 
or to refuse it. 

It is our bounden duty to respect our leader and to go over the 
whole question againi and let us hope that communal representation 
when it has been once granted will not be taken back, but will be 
continued and in that sense I support it. 

As regards the compromise that has been put forward by our venerable 
Minister, who has thought over the matter so carefully, I canont 
think that at the end of nine years it will ipso facto fall to the ground 
and fail to be considered again, because several changes will have 
occurred in the course of these nine years which may materially alter 
the state of affairs in this country and in this view I support the pro- 
posal for compromise. 

Khan BahMllir Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: In this debate the 
whole question turns more upon the question of principle than of poli- 
tic4il exiiediency. One of my friends, for whom I have got the highest 
resiKH’t, has suggested that by following the other course wc dould 
bo assured of 26 seats, but 1 consider that as a bait to draw in the 
Muhammadans to their side and advise them to give up the cherished 
principle which has l)een organized by the Muhammadan leaders along 
with the Hindu leaders who have got the good of their country at heart. 
Sir, it is the question of principle for which we fight. We know very 
well that by w'hatever processes the Muhammadans could be returned 
to the Calcutta Corporationr their number could never W so high that 
they could have any appreciable voice in the matter of its administra- 
tion. But if we stick to the principle of communal representation, 
there is one great advantage that the opinion expressed by the Muham- 
madan commissioners would truly refiect the views of the Muhamma- 
dan community us a whole. But if a Muhammadan was returned by 
a Hindu constituency and he hap{>ened to concede a point in favour of 
his Hindu brethren, it might be construed by the people at large that 
because he was elected by a Hindu constituency, he acted in defer- 
ence to their feelings with the prospect of getting their votes again in 
future, otherwise were he free to act according to Muhammadan ideas 
he would not have done so, and his concession will have lost some of 
its stneugth. On the other hand, even if a few members of the Cois 
poration truly representing the Muhammadans conceded any point 
ndsed by the Hindus it would show to the world that those ooneeseione 
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were inade by Mubammadans who were truly returned by the Muhani* 
knadans whom ibey repreeenM. This ia an advanta^ which nobody 
ihould give up. 

^ ' My friend, Dr. Hasaan Suhrawardy, baa aaid that we muat look to 
the rule of the survival of the fittest. 1 know that it is a law of nature 
that we must obey and also guard against. As a matter of fact, 
Cbvernment is a force that tries its lev^ liest to keep down this law 
of nature. Rai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Hahadur has laid bare the 
teachings of history in this respect, but, Sir, history is history and the 
facts which it contains are read differently by different |HH>ple who 
draw their conclusions according to their own choice. I^et us look 
to the history of America. Who were its original inhabitants? After 
them came the Europeans with better fort'e, l>etter science, belter 
instruments and lietter knowledge as to how to live in this world and 
rule the forces of nature, which resulted in the enunciation of the 
doctrine of the survival of the fittest. I am fighting for communal 
representation because 1 consider it to be the stepping stone to the 
survival of the fittest by .safeguarding our interests. 

Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt has said that — majority or minority — it is 
no ground for communal representation. If 400 Muhammadan voters 
of a particular constituency return a Muhammadan while there are 4.000 
Hindus in the same constituency, then the particular Muhammadan 
member does not represent the constituency’ to which he has been 
returned by a very small number of the people. Mr. Sywl Nasim All 
has already explained that it is for that rt'ason that we want a sejuirate 
Muhammadan constituency'. If n Muhammadan is returned by both 
Hindus and Muhammadans of whom three-fourths are Hindus, he is 
apt to act ac'cording to the wishes of his Hindu voters and go against 
his consciencre and duty towards his own community. 8o the interests 
of the Muhammadans might not be sufficiently safeguarded under the 
principle of mixed electorate, and I think this is the strongest ground, 
ae I have said, for having a separate eWtorate on a representative 
body such as the Calcutta Corporation, on which the Muhammadan 
members can act according to tbeir choice. 

In a country where the people are sufficiently advanced or are 
equally educated or have got the same advantages, there only the general 
electorate may suffice ; but, unfortunately. Sir, things are quite differ- 
ent here. There is some truth in the arithmetical formula that two and 
two make four. Four mangoes and eigth jack fruits make 12 fruits, 
no doubt, but their weight is quite different, f A voice: Tes. ] Justice 
is justice : but right is one thing and l^evolence is the highest justice, 
because benevolence will look to the particular circumstances and the 
respective claims and it does not go on an arithmetical basis and takes 
into consideration some other laots which every politician must keep 
in mind. 
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One other fact which I shall ask the members to keep in mind u 
that although the Muhammadans are numerically superior to the 
nindus, they are subject to several influences for which they dwindle 
into insigoflcance, their numerical superiority notwithstanding. In 
Bengal there are many Hindu landlords, etc., who exercise a vast 
influence over their activities. If there were no separate electorate, as 
we have got it now, I am sure that Dr. Has.san Suhrawardy, who 
spoke so loudly in adoration of the general electorate principle, would 
have found no place in this Council here, but would have been some- 
where else (Hear, hear). In the municipalities we find the same 
thing. In the Pabna municipality, of which I was chairman for some 
time* there was good feeling between the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans. I was no less liked by my Hindu brethren than by my Muham- 
madan friends, but somehow or other the Muhammadans always had a 
greater share in the conduct of its affairs. Recently the rules of 
election have been changed. The Muhammadan voters could not give all 
their votes to the Muhammadan candidates and in Ward No. 1, although 
there were good candidates for election, none could be elected as the 
Muhammadans had to distribute their votes among the Hindus and 
Muhammadans with the re.sult that no Muhammadan could he returned. 
That is the direct result of the change in the rules of the electoral 
system, and, as my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, 
has said a mixed electorate would no doubt return Muhammadans, but 
they would be Muhammadans only in nanm, quite different from those 
who truly represent Muhammadan views. 

We want solidarity. That is the chief ground for advocating the 
general electorate instead of communal representation. We find that 
when two brothera in a family cannot live amicably and there is a 
tense feeling l)etween them, even the hoary heads recommend that they 
should sefmrate and manage their own affairs and look to their own 
interests separately; and we find from experience that after the brothers 
have sejmrated, their feelings of amity are restored; and they live 
in greater peace and comfort than when they were members of the same 
family and members of the same mess. The same is the case with the 
Muhammadans also. If. after fighting very tough fighi with our Hindu 
brethren, we cannot get our best men elected, we will say — in spite 
of our other faults — that the power liesS in the hands of the Hindus, 
and attribute everything to this fact so that the gulf between us will 
steadily be widened rather than bridged. 

With regard to the compromise that has been proposed by the 
Hon’ble the Minister, I think that notwithstanding principles we are 
often obliged to be guided by considerations of expediency. As we are 
at present situated* having regard to the various circumstances, I should 
like to accept the compromise for the present. If the circumstanoea 
improve after these nine years, and we attain such a position that we 
consider our position quite safe under the generid electorate aystson-*- 
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in that case the rule may become automatically tnapplicahle, but if 
we stiU fiml that we are not yet safe, we shall be forced to take some 
other steps which we need not anticipate now. 

I think it is better for the Muhammadans as well ns my Hindu 
brethren to accept the amendment that has been proposed by the Hon*bie 
the Minister. 

Mr. BI40YPR0SAD SINGH ROY: I wish that instead of submitting 
to this compromise of very doubtful merits, it would have b<HMi jiossible 
for the Hon’ble the Minister to announce here to-day, like the President 
of the Lucknow Conjfress that the Hindu-Moslem question has been 
settled, the difference over the question of communal repn^sentation 
has been made up, and that the Hindus and Muhammadans had decided 
to offer a united welcome to the Bill which pro|)osee to confer greater 
civic rights on the citiitens of Calcutta, and that the members of the 
two communities have joined hands to make an unitinl and determined 
effort for the success of the municipal administration of this grtuit city. 
But instead of that, we are very much disap|Niinted to learn from the 
Minister that he is willing to accept the com prom is4». Krom the atti- 
tude of my Muhammiulan friends it se«nns to me that their idea of self- 
government is not based on the les.sons of history, not based on the 
wide principles laid down hy statesmen of culture anil exfK*rience, but 
based purely on sentiment and emotion; because both Indian and 
Europf^an leaders of public opinion have not failed to impriws on us that 
there can Ik* no future for India as a nation unless the memWrs of 
the two communities agree to act in a spirit of co-ojM'mtion and until 
a friendly feeling of a sufficiently durable character is developed amongst 
them. Sir, Indians who want to devote themselves to the cause of 
national advancement, and whose goal is the dominion fonn of self- 
government, cannot but refrain from joining similar controversies which 
are likely to embitter the feeling between the memters of the two 
communities. Sir, religious feeling has played a great jiart in jiolitica. 
It has led people of one country to fight with another. It has led 
members of one community to mistrust another, but there are instances 
in history which will prove that people professing different forms of reli- 
gion, people following diverse manners and customs, have agreed to 
submit to a common political faith to work out a common destiny. The 
chief argument on the side of my Muhammadan friends seems to be that 
the number of seats which have been allotted to them ia inade(|Uate and 
is not commensurate with their political infiuence in this city. Sir, this 
question of communal representation has been discussed threadliare on 
this occasion as well as on the previous occasions and it has been proved 
conclusively by the Hon’ble the Minister and by several members of this 
House that considering their voting strength, rating strength, and nnmeri* 
cal strength, the Muhammadans of Oaleotta, cannot claim more than seven 
Mats, [A voice: Question!] I am spealdng of the old airangement, 
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I mean, of old Calcutta and not Calcutta whiek is to bo enlarged by 
the incorporaticm of Maniktala, Coaaipore-C^tpur and Garden Beach, but 
the advocate of communal repreaentation have failed to meet these argu- 
ments by facts and figures. Sir, Mr.. Syed Naaim Ali has said that 
Bengal is the home of the Hindus as well as of the Muhammadans, and, 
therefore, Muhammadans want a full share in the administration of this 
province. Sir, when a member of any community comes up and says 
that his community is important and it requires just and fair treatment, 
1 think he has got a claim on the sympathy of all. But when he comes 
forward and says that his community is a great political importance and 
demands in the name of that community privileges which are more than 
its fair share, I think his claim should be carefully examined and mem- 
bers of other communities cannot be expected to agree to it so easily, 

Mr. SYED NASIM ALI: May I offer a word of personal explana- 
tion. I never said that Muhammadans ought to have more than the 
share they are entitled to. All that 1 meant to say was that the Muham- 
madans ought to have their legitimate share in the administration of 
the affairs of Calcutta. 

Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: The Muhammadans are entitled 
to seven seats and they have been granted 13, they are still asking for 
more. I cannot understand what Maulvi Syed Nasim Ali means by legi- 
timate share. Moreover, the question of political importance should not 
be raised in municipal matters. After all, the Calcutta Cor[)oration is 
a municipal body. Its duty is not to legislate for the people of this 
city. Its duty is not to solve general jiolitical questions, but to look 
after the construction of roads, repair of roads or to make better arrange- 
ments for water-supply. Where is the room for a conflict of communal 
interests in these matters. The only point on which they may differ 
is the question of the slaughter bouse. In this connection I may be 
permitted to submit tjiat an educated Hindu, whatever may be bis 
religious opinion and however conservative, be may be in this respect, 
he is liberal enough not to attempt to enforce his own religious opinion 
on the members of other communities (Hear, hear). The Hindu com- 
munity is again divided and subdivided into different castes and sects 
and if we agree to the principle of communal representation between the 
Hindus and Muhammadans, how can we ignore the claims of the 
members of the depressed classes. There may be a little difference of 
opinion Itetween the members of different classes, but 1 think that in 
the greater interests of the countiy' as a whole, the legislature ought 
not to give statutory recognition to these little differenoes. 

The next argntneni advanced in defence ol oonunonal representa- 
tion by Maulvi Syed Nasim Ali, is that Muhammadans elected by a 
mixed electorate in which the Hindus preponderate will not lepfeeaat 
the Muhammadan int^resL The Muhammadans thus eleoted will be 
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ppBfidiiiaad Muliaiiiiiiiidans. [Several voicee: Yes, yes.] It is an argil* 
indeed. The f^reat Dadabhoy Naoroji represented an English 
' oonstituency in the British Parliament, did he cease to be a Parsi, and 
Mr. Saklatvala now represents a British constituency in the Parliament* 
his he ceased to be a member of his own community!’ There is our 
friend, Mr. S. R. Das, who is a representative of the Burra basar consti- 
tuency in this Council. As Burrabasar is mostly inhabited by Marwaris 
has Mr. Das ceased to be a Bengali and become a MarwariP 
(Hear, hear.) When the Hindu members of this C\)uiiril ask their 
Muhammadan friends not to press this question of communal representa- 
tion, they do it not out of spite or jealousy but liecause they think it is 
their duty to oppose communal representation in the interests of the 
nation as a whole. As has been |x)inted out by my friend, Kumar Sbib 
Shekhareswar Ray, and several other members, there are District Boards 
in Eastern Ben^^^al where you will not find a sin/rle elected Hindu member. 
In spite of that we op|K)se communal n»presenlation. [A voire: Ques- 
tion.] With the full consciousness of the risk that we are ninniiifi; with 
regard to the Hindu inten^st.s, we want to op|K)se communnl reprewnitn- 
tion, simply because we Mieve that if this principle is further extended 
it will strike at the very root of nationluxal and it will do away with our 
hojie of a happy blending lietween the two communities for ever. 

Mr. Sycd Xusim Ali made an elof|nent appeal to the Eurcqwan mem- 
bers of this House and reminded them of the promise of Sir Roln'rt Watson- 
Smyth to vote with them. I may say that any Englishman who will 
support cximmunal representation will lie going directly against the 
British principle of self-government. I am sure as an Englishman and 
as a member of a self-governing nation, be cannot believe in the prin- 
ciple of communal representation. Eveiy Englishman knows well that 
Government by the fieople cannot succeed unless the members of the 
different communities agree to make up their little differences and merge 
the communal interests in the national interests. With these words, I 
beg to oppose the proposal for compromise. 

Rii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY BahMuri I believe that this compro- 
laiee which has been suggested to us is nothing less than a veritable 
apple of discord. I have very high respect for Mr. I>angford James; if 
this compromise had come from anybody else, I would have been very 
fiisptcicms and thought that it was an attempt to divide and rule. Coming 
M it does from a gentleman, who Ls above suspicion, I pr^ume that he 
has misunderstood the whole situation. Leaving him aside, I must 
express my deep regret that our Hon*ble the Minister hM thought fit to 
aoeepi the compromise and come forward with a series of amendments 
on the original proposal. I yield to none in my admiration for the 
Bbn’hle the Minister, but at the same tune I mast ssy that be has not 
Meifiood the depth of feeling with which we are prompted at the 
. ia 
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present moment. He has tho«ugbt fit, perhaps with a view to be dijrfo- 
matic, to save the situation by accepting the so-called compromise; but 
diplomacy is not always justifiable. We did not expect that Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjea, for whom the whole country had the highest respect, 
should accept a diplomatic course to compromise on a point upon which 
the whole country feels so deeply. All of us who come from the Cor- 
poration feel that this has l>een the most unkind cut upon the workers 
of the Corporation. It has l)een unfair to the Corporation as a body, 
and once more I say that it has been the most unkind cut upon its 
present memliers. Actually this casts a slur upon the present working 
system of the Corporation. I may l>e wrong, but that is the interpre- 
tation that many are l)ound to put on it. Three years ago when Ix)rd 
Sinha was in charge of the Coveniment |)ortfoli(), he prepared a Bill 
for the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act. That Bill provided 
sefwirati' representation for the Muhammadans based on communal lines, 
l)ut when it was jdaced before the (‘ouritry, what was the result? It 
was unanimously rejected. Where were my Muhammadan friends at 
that time? The Bill was la^fore the country for some time, and then 
came the Ilefornis, and after the ushering in of tiu* Itt^forms, that pre- 
cious Bill was withdrawn and the one substituted in its place is the 
present Bill before us, hollowed with the name of Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea. If that Bill is going to Is* altogether martyred and the old 
Bill with communal Muhammadan represent at io!i brouglit into o|)era- 
tion, then, T hope, that the name of Sir Sunoidra Nath Banerjea would 
not be associated with it. The Cor|Kmition tiM>k up the question of 
communal representation, I must say, in a very reasonable, fair, and 
impartial manner. They had conference after conference, and meeting 
after meeting. Some of our Muhammadan friends, whom 1 find round me 
here, took part in tliose deli Wat ions in the Cor|s>ration. They discussed 
this imiiortant question in all its iLsiiects, and subseijueutly came to 
the conclusion that 13 seats should be ear-marked for the Muhamma- 
dans. Tliis figure was agreed ui>ou lH)th by the Muhammadans and 
the non-Muhammadans and the princii>le of ear-marked seats for the 
Muhnmmodans. but election tbrougb joint electorates was accepted 
as the best solution of the difficult problem. My friend, Mr, Fasl-ul 
Hb<], who is here, will correct me if I am wrong. Was not this com- 
promise accepted by my Muhammadan friends in the Coriioration f 
Was not the number 13 agree«l upon to satisfy our Muhammadan 
friends? This fresh demand now put forward by (he Muhammadans 
may he diplomatic, but it is not fair to the others concerned. Sir, dis- 
cussions have been raised and opinions expressed as to how the number 
13 was arrived at. 

Mr. HUtEYN 8HAHEED EUHRAWARDYs On a point of order, 
may I inquire whether we are discussing the question of the number 
of seats? 
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h Mr. PRiilDENTl You may leara me to manage that, Mr, Suhra^ 
irardy, 

Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Baliadlirt My friend in alwaya anxioua 
over pointa of order; he i« perha{ie anxious for the preaideniial Chair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT EaliaElir: My Muhammadan frienda are 
Tory anxious to increase the numl>er of their seats in the Corjioration, 
but was not 13 mort' than what they can reasonably claim? The acting 
Chairman w^ho is here, would l>e able to tell you that numerically the* 
Muhammadans are almut 20 cent, atmmgst the inhabitants of 
Calcutta. We have carefully cah ulated that according to po^mlaiion 
and from the jKiint of view of voting right, etc., the Muhammadans can 
never claim mon' than 10 or 1 1 seats. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not want you to go on with r<>gard to the 
exact numlier of mits to which Muhammadans an* entitled; you will 
have an oi)iK>rtunity to talk of that later on. 

Rii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Balwdtir: All right, Sir, I will leave 
that point altogether. I now draw the attention of the Council to on© 
thing which strikes me ns very iin|>ortaiil in eonncction with the iwesent 
debate. There is a goisl deal of differenre l>etw<M'n the Ijegislative 
Council ami the Corporation. In the !x»gislntive Council we meet to 
make laws for the country, and here I can w’ell understand the Muham- 
madans clamouring for having comrauiml rei»n»sentation. But what 
about the Corporation? My Muhammadan friends muHt he well aware 
that the Corjiorat ion’s primary duty is to Imik after the consr*rvancy, 
lighting, roads and drainage of the city. fA voice: Question.) My 
friend questions this; he draws attention to some sections which are 
now under consideration; hut my friend is wrong. What are the pri- 
mary duties of the Cor|>oration ? Will he kindly lake the trouble to 
understand that? Now I ask my Muhammadan friends to tell what 
difference it would make to a Muhammadan or Hindu ratepayer so Jong 
as the city has the best system of lighting and conservancy, the best 
system of roads and an efficient system of drainage. If we have all 
these conveniences of the best, does anyone suggest that the Muham- 
madans will h© less benefited than the Hindus? Coming to the ques- 
tion of primary education; during the last six months we have been 
trying to sprf*ad primary education among the poor people of Calcutta. 
My friend, Maulvi Fasl-ul Haq, will tell you how most of us have been 
anxious to see that Muhammadan interests have been safeguarded in 
this imiiortant matter. If you realise that the municipal interest of 
tile Muhammadan is safe in the hands of the* Corporation, then why 
Uamgiir om constitution of the Corpomtion P The only thing over 

Iff A 
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which, perhaps the Muhammadans can clamour, is the question of Mulum^ 
madan employment in the Corporation. I must admit that they hawe 
reason for complaint in this connection. But, Sir, I have been associated 
with the Corporation for over 20 years, and I know occasion after occa- ‘ 
sion has arisen when advertisements have been issued and attempts 
made to get suitable Muhammadan candidates for vacant posts. Every 
facility was given to Muhammadan candidates, but at the last moment 
it had been found that the Muhammadan candidates were deficient in 
the necessary qualifications. [Several voices; Question, question*] 
Sir, this is questioned, hut this question can only be answered by refer- 
ences to the Corporation proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You need not pursue that part of your argument. 

Rni Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur; Very well, Sir. In any case 

my experience is thai Muhammadans have been given every possible 
chance, but at the same time 1 must admit, as I have already done, 
that they have ample cruise for grievance. We are anxious to remedy 
this and my friend, Babii Siirendra Nath Mallik, I know, is equally 
anxious to give the Muhammadans a better chance in the Corporation 
services. 

Then, I wish to draw your attention to the feeling outside this 
Council. Look at the deliberations that took place in the Corporation 
and the feelings expressecl there? Have the feelings of the Corpora- 
tion no value whatsoever? Some say no. nothing. Is the Corpora- 
tion a body which deserves to W treated like that ? I leave it to the 
Council to consider. One bad effect of this discussion here will be 
the raising of animosity Iwtween Hindus and Muhammadans outside. 

I come from Ward No. 9 and as a representative of both Muhammadans 
and Hindus, 1 can tell you that the animosity was not there, but it is 
gradually being raised. If any friend of mine {daces nationality above 
everything else, then he should not do anything to increase tnis ani- 
mosity. The other day in the debate over women’s franchise, the oppo- 
sition came mostly from the Muhammadans. Of course, my lilend, 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, was one of the oppositionists. They 
all op{x)se<l special representation or any representation of the ladies 
at all. Where was their sense of justice then ? I hope they would bo 
consistent. 

1 would like to |x>int out another thing. If you want to give special 
representation to minorities you must look to aU different commiiBi- 
ties. I adroit the Muharoroadans form a very iro{X}rtaRi minority, bul 
other minorities may also claim the same method of treatment. Lo(A: 
at my friend, Mr. Cohen — what about his community? What about 
the Armenians, the Pafsees, and other people? I fed that it doea noi ^ 
matter who the rapreaeatative is, wbotbmr be coinea Ixm tliwSiiidw 
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Muhammadan eommunitie«, prorided ho ia a roally good and offi* 
dbiit man. Two of our Jow friend* havo been occupying two seats iu 
tlia Corporation lor the last 19 year*. [Several voices: Question, 

fUaaticmO 

Mr. PREtlOENTs Order* order! There is to<} mucli interruption 
going on. The member must be allowed to go on without interruption. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT BiliMliiri They have beeit on the Cor- 
poration for the last 19 years simply Im^ause they have commanded tho 
confidence of the ratepayers of <heir wanis. 1 ran similarly rite instan- 
ces of Muhammadan gentlemen. Our late friend* Nawiib Badrudditt 
Haidar* for nearly years represented Ward No, 8 and giiardwl tho 
interests of both Hindus and Muliamnmdaiis. flow was it iH>ssible for 
him unless he cummandcHl the n*sp<H't of the Hindus, ais well as tho 
Muhammadans? In Ward No. 9 which I repri'seiit now, l>r. Zahirtuldin 
Ahmed was rt*j>re8ontative for many years anil most of the ja^ople were 
most enthusiastic in (heir supjioil of Dr. Ahmed. 

[Here the meralxT having reached his time-limit was allowed by 
the President another two minutes to complete his argument, j 

Rii Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Biliaiiiar: I only conclude hy saying 
that we should try and find out what would be the effect of this cvom- 
munal representation on (be ('or{K)ration. At the present moment wo 
have l}een working in the r/or|K>rution without difficulty, without any 
rupture and without friction. I apjwehend (hat this noble work will 
be very much jtH>|mrdir.tHl if you intriMlucc* into that iKsly this communal 
repre.sentation. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS This must be your last sentence. 

Khvi Bahadur Mauivi RAHMATdAN CHOUDHURY: 1 beg to say 

a few words regarding this much debtited question i»f sejmrute electorate 
for Muhammadans for representing Muhammadan interests in the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

At the outset, I must say that at this stage, 1 cannot conceive in 
yiew of my experience in small electorates in the raufassal of a mixed 
electorate that can send in the right type of Mussalman members to the 
Corporation. To my mind to safeguard rightly the interests of the 
Mn^mmadans, they must themselves choose their own representatives. 
This principle bas been well recognised in the present metboil of election 
to the Council. 

It is contended that thy Muhammadans will have their seats ear- 
marked and the members will be returned by a mixeti electorate. This 
•yitem defeats ibe very ptirpcMe of separate electorate. The members, 
if tkyy come from a special Muhammadan electofate, will be conscioiii 
fl tlmir position as repreaeittatives d tho community, to whom they 
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owe their seate, and they are sure to safeguard the interests of the 
community. It cannot be denied that in wards of the municipality 
where the Muhammadans are always in a minority, if two Muham- 
madans seek election to a seat, the one securing all the votes of the 
Hindus, will 1)6 returned, while the other, securing all the Muham- 
madans votes, will be defeated if the eWtorate be mixed, though on 
the very face of it, the unsuccessful candidate is the real representa- 
tive of the Muhammadans. Muhammadans will not certainly desire 
such a state of things. Considering the overwhelming majority of the 
Hindu urban population, it may with gocnl reasons be concluded that 
the tdection of the Muhammadan members will entirely rest with the 
Hindu obM’tors, and any eff(»rt of the Muhammadan electors to return 
a man of their own choice, in whom they have confidence, will be fruit- 
less. It is really the representative of the Hindus with a Muhammadan 
namt^ — exactly what the Hindus would like to have to hold out before 
the public, that his views are the views of the “reasonable’' Muhamma- 
dan candidate oidy. So 1 would eariiwtly hope that when siM^ ial claim 
of (he Muhammadans are recognized they should not he del>aned from the 
exercise of their right to choose their own men, this is the cardinal i)oint 
of communal election by se})arate electorate. 

With these few words I supjHU’t the j>rojH)8al of making a provision 
of seimrate electorate in the Hill under consiileration. 


Khin Bitlidlir Miulvi ABDUS SALAMs An English gentleman 
has, very appropriately, 1 think, intervened in this squabble between 
Hindus and Muhammadans, by holding out the olive brunch of j^eace, 
and 1 am glad to find that the Hon’ble the Minister has been pleased to 
grasp it, and to fonnulate a compromise. In view of that consideration, 
1 think it is wrong to indulge in language which is acrimonious and 
which can only tend to aggravate the tension Wtween Hindus and 
Muhammadans on this imjwrtant question of Moslem communal repre- 
sentation through separate electorates. 

ITierefore, with regard to the merits of this question, I will purposely 
refrain fram saying anything at this stage as I have already spoken 
rather strongly on this subject twice at the time of the introduction of 
the Bill; it is on reiH)rd and 1 do not think it would serve any useful 
purpose if I speak again on its merits. Nor do I deign to answer the 
many arguments decent and indecent, decorous and indecorous, which 
have been advaiu^ed by some of the members, both Hindus and Muham- 
madans, or rather at least one of whom is a Muhammadan ; that Muham- 
madan member has cut himself off, much to our regret, from the general 
body of Muhammadans in this Council on. this vital Moslem question. 
I will only say this, that after having got this comprmnise amendment 
from the Hcm'hle the Minister we congratulate him for the consideni- 
tion he has shown for the strong feelings of Muhammadans. At the 
same time, while we aeo^ it, we want to make it clear that we do imA 
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ii any way abandon our jK^sition with reference to the queation 
Migrate Moslem electorate, nor do are mean that we have ceased 
have faitli in that principle of sejwrate Moslem elecdorates. Nor do we, 
in any manner, bind our succcKSsors in this Council, who will come nine 
years hence. If they think, as we think tcMlay, it will be open to them 
to bring in any amendments in order to prolong se^airate idectonites 
and to secure what we have secured to-day, further than that, it is not 
necessary for me to say. An argument has l)een advuncxHl and pressed, 
that this princijde of communal representation will violate and infringe 
the principle of an unittsl India. 1 yield to none in this Council in 
my ardent attachment to the ideal of an united India, hut 1 am no 
mere dreamer. EmjN*ni>r Akhar’s disiurlK*d dream of an United India 
of the Kith century floats oppressively in my mental vision. United 
India is not to Ive siH urcsl in a <lay by Aladdin’s lamp or by obnoxious 
legislative enuctm(‘nls. If it is to la* secured its foundations must Iw 
laid firm and hn^ad, on nuitual change of hearts, on mutual afffH'tion 
and love Ix'tween Hindus and Muhamiiiaduns. words, w'hit'h our H ’ ble 
the Minister hinisclt u.scd to pKMt h in our early days and whi<*h I can 
recall even now. W hen that niilicnnium will arrive, no odious legishe 
tive enactments will Ik* necesMii v, and no communal safeguards will l>6 
talked of; we will then go hand ifi hand as (xniirndes towards the UromiNed 
Land which the iiiagnific'ent .slatesmunship of Krcat Britain has unfoldwl 
l)efore our eves. With these few remarks, 1 sup|H>rt the cuminomise. 


ProfoSSOf 8t Cl MUKHERJI: I thank you from the very dei>ih of 
iny In*i4it for giving me an opjxntunity of saying a few words (Hi (his 
subject. As I rcpn*sent a very small community, a sinull mino- 
rity, hut a highly advanced ccmimunity, 1 fwl it is my duty 
to reiirescnt my (‘ommunity in regard to this matter at this stage. For 
six years, the All-India Uonfcreiice of Indian Christians, which is the 
mouth{iiece of the Indian Uhiihliun (^miiniifuty throughout the Indian 
Empire, fought tisith and nail for communal n^premMitutifm, thnmgh a 
siH»ciul coiiiniunHl electorate. But in the light of ex|s*rience this 
Conference at their last session at Luiknow' {sissed a resolution con- 
demning a sfUM ial communal electorate. The announcement by the 
Hon’hle the Minister, for whom I have unlNmnded rosjH^ct and admira- 
tion, came to me* as a great disapiwintment, Ia»cauHe I feel that he has 
given aw’ay a very good case and accoptisl u suggestion which, to my 
mind, seems to lie nothing short of a she<*r sham and a huge mockery. 
Minorities must have representation ; it is only right and proper, ef|tjity 
and jastic*e demands it, that ^minorities slmuld have representation, and 
when the Hon’ble the Minister gave 13 seats — a reservation of 13 seata 
for my Muhammadan brethren— thnnigh the general e)er;torate, he 
npbeld equity and justitte, and the other minorities looked up to him 
br the introduction of the same princifde in regard to other minorities, 
nnail but important. Hie Hoii*ble Miuiater aays that altm* nii^ 


s-a. 
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rears this special communal electorate prorision will automatically dis- 
ippear. Not a single Muhammadan friend in this Council has accepted 
hat in that light. Every Muhammadan friend who spoke that aftei^ 
lOon made it as clear as daylight that they do not accept the automatic 
lisapl)earaiice theory of this special electorate provision, but they say 
hey will reconsider the whole situation and look into it de novo and will 
lecide the question as it will present itWf to them at that time. There- 
ore, the Hon’ble the Minister's interpretation of the situation abso- 
utely falls to the ground. And what is it that we are doing to-day f 
(Ve are simply {>erpetuating this class division for another nine years, 
it is already there for three years and you allow it for nine years; and 
12 years make one jug, and after one jug the Muhammadans will rise 
ind say that they have acquired a prescriptive right in this business. 
The right of prescription will ojierate and they will say “ here is this 
f>rinciple of siJecial communal electorate, it has worked well for 12 
fears, it has served our pur[io8e very well, and we are not going to give 
it up;'* and that Couiudl will not hold itself bound by any compromise 
^iven by the Ilon’ble the Minister of 1 ><ku 1 Self-Government to-day. 
Therefore, I say that that coniiwomise d(H‘s not curry any weight. The 
Penult will be that we are accentuating a thing which is al>solutely 
letiimental U) the l)est inteivsts of the country, ami which is utterly 
lubversive of national devcdopment. The jvrpt^tration of this principle 
)f oomiminal repn*seniution by a sfieidal elect(>rate will simply retard the 
growth of tmiiunal consciousness. It is a great pity that this thing which 
iias Wn so strongly conderniUMl by that great statesman, Mr. Montagu, 
will be perjjetuated. In his re|K)rt he says it will lead to the perfietua- 
tion of class divisions and sectional interests, and it will la* destructive 
af real national growth. 

SYED NASIM ALIS I thank the Ilon’ble the Minister for 
fiocal Self-Government very much for bringing in this amendment to 
[five effect to the (’ompromist* which was so hapj>ily proposed by 
Mr. Langford James. This reminds me. Sir, of the sayings of one of 
the gn^at leaders of India, namely. Pundit Motilal Nehru which I 
quoted the other day. In a question like this (leace at any cost, 
peace should l)e our motto. Sir, in supporting this amendment I hope 
[ may not l»e misunderstood. I ffnd that some of my Muhammadan 
friends are under the misapprehension that this acceptance of the 
principle for nine years would debar them from raising the question 
after that period. * It is absurd to say so. Constitutionally, legally, 
we cannot hind ourselves or our successors. Nor does this mean that 
we are to almiidon this principle of communal representation by separate 
electorate. Nor do we pletlge ourselves or our successors to that effect. 
The whole question would be a question of oaits. Alter nine yean 
we will have to satisfy the Government that it ia still needed. By 
making this compromise we simply take the Irardoo of proof upon ou^ 
■wlvM. Tb«t is ths only disndv«|tB|(|oua positiM in wU«k Inn 
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pieed oursf^ves. Bat ia spite o! that disadTantage ve welcome it aa 
waated peace between the two commanities. Therefore, my idea 
is that ail my Muhammadan friends ought to support his amendme&ly 
because by doing so we are sim|>ly taking (he onus u])on ourselves, not 
that we are abandoning the principle or pledging ourselves in any way. 


As regards Mr. Qhose's objection, my short answer U this. 
Mr. (ihose says that there are no s^iecial iuiere»»ts for Muhammadans. 

1 say that there are special interests. The vi^ry faiH of there being 
reserved certain seats for Muhammadans in the Bill itself is proved in 
a nUtsheil that Muhammadans have got sp(^cial interests. That simple 
fact answers Mr. Uhose’s whole argument. Then I would leiiiind him 
of the present policy of the (iovernmeut. So far as Self-tJovernmeut 
is cimeerued you will hud from the resolution of the (iovernmeut of 
India, dated the IGth May, 1918, that the present policy of the Self- 
(iuvemmeut for India is not drain-making, road-muking or light-supply* 
ing policy. That is not the policy of Self-(iovernnitMit or rather of LikuI 
Self-Government. The resolution says — the hrsi and fonouost priuci* 
pie which was enuiHiated iii Lord Itifioirs Kesolution of May, 1872, 
and which has since lieeii eniphusixeil by sucwssive Secretaries of State 
IS that the ohje< l of IaruI Scll-Cioveriimeiit is to tram the |H*ople in the 
munugeiiieiit of their own Kxul uhairs and that istliticul etlucution of 
this sort imist in the main take precedence of consideration of depart* 
mentai efiu iency. That is, 1 believe, an answer to Mr. G hose's argu- 
ment uiuJ also to Itui J)r. Huriilbaii Dutt Bahadur's argument in regard 
to the atliiniiistrution of the Cor|R>ration. To my mind, Sir, the liWI 
of IsKul Self-(ioverumeiit is much more than that. We, Muhammadans, 
want that we must also Is* trained, we must also be given the scojie and 
sphere for our }K>litical trniiiiug. It is on that ground that we wanted 
a s[iecial electorate not that we particularly thought that there wetu 
many s)ieciai interests for Muhammadans to l>e safeguarded. I stand 
here on a wider principle, viz., political training of my community for 
taking their piojau’ share in the udiiiiiiistratiou of the country. 

As regards Dr. llassan Subrawardy's contention that we are sacri- . 
being the interests of the Muhammadan community here as the Hindus 
wore willing to give us more seats if the jirinciple of the communal 
representation was abandoned by us> perhaps my friend will go before 
the public and say : ** I^Kik here, these representatives of the Muham- 
madans have to a certain extent, gone against your own interests, they 
are fanatics.*' But I would put to him this question. Do we beg tbeee 
seats from the Hindus Do we claim the number of seat# with the 
begging l)owl in our bands or do we stand upon our own rights when 
we demand a number of seats f 

As regards tbe number of seats, it is a different question altogeiber. 
U It has nothing to do with oonununal repfeeentaiion. We are not inn 
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ggiug attitude. II we are not entitled to get more than 13 aeats, 
i have got to accept it. It hna got nothing to do with this question 
communal representation. Therefore, so far as the question of 
inciple is concerned this House will have to decide how many seats 
uhummadaus are entitled to get so far as their number is concerned, 
lat is a different matter altogether. Kai Hr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur 
Biitioned the cuse of Prince Badruddin Haider and Mr. Ahmed who 
ed to l>e returned by the (General Electorate. Sir, these are anie> 
doric stories. Take the statistics of the last 10 years within which 
ne Ilindu-Muharnmadan unity has iiuTeased and yet we find that with 
0 increase of unity we are not returned. The gentlemen mentioned 
Itai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahutlur used to be returned long, long ago, 
it sin(?e then we have men like Maulvi KazLul Haq, Dr. Abdulla 
ihrawardy and Dr. Hussun Siihraw'ardy. They have not Wn returned 
the (General Electorate and Idaulvi Fazl-ul Haq had to come in by the 
ck-door of nomination. 

As regards the H|HH»ch of Profes.sor Mukherji, the representative 
the Indian ('hrislian coinniunity, my short answer is this. This 
nor community demanded separate electorate hut crould not get 
In spite of their efforts they could not get it. That explains the 
itude of l^rofesHor Mukherji’s ('ommuiiity. That must be the atti- 
lo of the community which could not get a se|>arate rejiresentation 
spite of agitation. His argument is an argument of despair. 

Before we vole on these amendments, we ought to con.siiler all 
»so facts. 

With these remarks, I supiHut the umeiidment. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 did not speak 
first IxH’HUse 1 knew that there was a great deal of fetdiug about this 
tier, and 1 felt that 1 was skating on very thin i(’e. 1 have listened 

th great attention, and interest to the discussion that has taken plui'e, 
im afraid there has been a tone of alarm in the s^ieet'hes that have 
Ml made this evening — fur instance, my hoirhle friend — Hai Dr. Hari- 
am Dull Bahadur, was pleastnl to state in the ver>' admirable speech 
which we have just listened that if communal representative were 
leeded and if communal representation became ojierative in regard 
the Calcutta Cori)oration, the effect would be to destroy the Cor- 
ratioii. I tried to find out what justifiiMition there was for that 
rmiiig attitude. I should like to know how the Corporation would 
destroyed if a uuiiil>er of Muhammadan gentlemen instead of getting 
through the (leneral EUndorate find their way into the Corporation 
ough their special eleeiorates f 1 quite admit that there would be 
ne difference in the quality of the men returned, but I do not believe 
it the differmioe in reepect of quality would be ao marked that it 
uld lead to the abiolute coUapae of the Corporation. Nor ia this aO, 



Ha.] CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. «| 

I hope the hou’ble meuiber will bei a maoibar of tho Ooipomtiou UAdw 
Iba new Act and there will be IK) membara of the Corporation and •hi 
will be one of them. Am 1 to understand that 15 or 16 Muhanimadaii 
xu^mbers would be so iiitiueutiab a’ould be so |K>teut, that they would 
be in a position to wreck the Corporation eonHistiu^ of 90 memberal^ 
What would the other 75 l»e doing' J* Whut would niy hon*ble friend 
Uai Dr. Haridhau Dutt Bahadur do^ Would he not stretch forth hia 
valiant arms to rescue the Corporation from the imjiending ilatiger 
threatened by the Muhammadan memliers entering the Corporation 
through the gates of communal repi'e^ientation ^ Bui, Sir, the state* 
ment teaches its owu lesson. It shows the mentality of the speaker- 
how alarmed he is—how alUigethei out of balance his mind is when he 
makes that statement. 1 am afraid a good many of the H|)i*eches are imst 
in the same mould. Rai Dr. Haridhau Dutt Bahadur has told us that 1 
have uo idea of the iudignation that has Iwen evok<Hl amongst his friends 
hy my putting forward this amendment. Well, Sir, if there is indigiia* 
tion on one side, there is also indignation on the other. Then* is feeling 
on lK)th sides surging mountain high— ft»eling amongst the Muhamina* 
dans-~fe<*ling amongst the Hindu itiemlM*rs of this Council. What is 
the duty of the Co\ernnieiit uhen feelings run higli — when there is this 
emotiomil upheaval among different sections of the coinmunilyK Th« 
duty of the Government— and 1 s|H*ak as a Memlwr of the Oovern* 
ment — is to hold the balance evenly, to throw' oil over the troubled waters 
to restore jieace and amity among the warring elements. It is on this 
sacred tusk that we have embarked. Sir, ' I yield to none in my con- 
deninution of the rommunul system. I have been a nation builder. 
Then* is a little Ismk published by Natesan in which 1 am deseriW 
and ennobltMl as one of the |hont*er nation builders of India, uml it is 
not for me to supjKirt any system the effect of which would bt! to 
retard indefinitely the consummation of that great ideal — the unification 
of the Indian races. Therefore, I yield to none in my condernuation 
of communal representatitui. If you want Swaraj, if you want the full 
measure of res{H>tJHil>le (iovernment, if you want to enlcr into the 
British ('om moil wealth as an e(|ual jairtner into the great confederacy 
of the free States of the Empirt*— if you aspire to these jirix ilegn*s^— 
the first, the foremost, the fundamental condition is that we must l>o 
a nation, that we must develop the instincts of nationhood; and, Sir 
I know of no institution more insiduous and therefor© more formidable 
than that of communal representation calculated to retard the develojK 
ment of nationh(M»<l by dividing ns into hostile cam|>s. 1 (vmdemn it 
outright, but hobling this view and these principles, I still acie[»t the 
compromise on the highest grounds of expediency. Sir, all admiiiis- 
irative iaaues are more or less arithmetiml problems. As l)etw<«eti two 
conflicting issues, wherein lies the balance? That is the question ol 
questions with which the administrator is facetJ at eveiy- stage. I 
bold, and the Oovemmenl bold, ibat the balance of advantage lies 
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li the acceptance of this compromise. Let us analyse the matter. We 
ave to work in this Ijcgislative Council — we have to carry this Legia- 
itive Council with us in matters of law — in matters of administration 
ud in matters of finance. We must make that work as easy as pos* 
ible, and I say very deliberately, that we cannot afford to anta^^nue 
large section of the members of the legislative Council and kindle 
n agitation in the Council which, reac^ting upon the country, may pos- 
ibly give rise to the bitterest credal and perhaps racial strife. Sir, 
c want peaci? and linnnony for the ends of good Government without 
ncrificing our principles. We have socrified none in this case. We 
nve upheld the principle of general electorate that finds a permanent 
lace in clans* 7 the Hill. We accept only a temporary deviation 

rom this jirinciple and after nine years the general electorate will 

Bse»*t and its machinery will be put into force. I^et me disclose 

he secrets of my prison house and the circumstances which drove me to 
he acceptance of this compromise. Here I was confronted with a 
ertain defeat in this matter. [Cries of: No, no.] Yes, I ought to 
now better than anybody else. Here we were confronted with the 
ertaiiity of defeat by the combination of different sections in this 
louse. I have averttsl that defeat by accepting this compromise. I 

laim to have saved the situation. [Here the speaker was interrupted 

y Rtti Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur who muttered something 
trhich was inaudible at the rei>orter8’ fable. ] I must not he interrupted 
n this way, Sir. 

Mr# PREilDffNTs The Hon’ hie the Minister must not he inter- 
upted. I shall not again apiwnl to the (;\)iincil. I once for all say 
hat the Hon’ble the Minister must not be interrupted. 

Tim Hon'Mu Sir SUREMDRA NATH BANERJEA: I claim that 
have averted that defeat. If Government were defeated, what would 
lave been the result? Communal representation would have found a 
lerniunent place in the inunici{ml law. Instead of that we have it only 
or nine years. It is a transitional arrangement altogether. It is even 
omething more than that. We have got the Muhammadan community 
o accept that it is only a temporary arrangement and that it is not a 
lermanent thing at all. Is not this a gain — a great gain^-from the 
mint of view of nation building? Is it not also a great gain from the 
mint of view of the peace and harmony that ought to subsist between 
Lifferent sections of the community? Therefore, Sir, in the name of 
leace, in (he name of harmony, in the name of good Government, in 
he name of Hindus and Muhammadans alike, in the name of thaimuni^ 
dpal law which we are about to enact, 1 call upon all soctiofa of this 
House to accept the amendment which 1 have had the honour to pco^ 
and 1 hope that it will be carried without any division. I h(^ 
ind trust that my appeal will evoke a svniDathetic response in the 
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j’tU- I have »ct«d with the beet of motive*. To eerve the Corpora* 
mm and the mrio intereete of (^etitt^ has been the only thoof ht in 
my mind. I wae a member of the Corporation years ago — long before 
iopie of my friends had entered the Corporation — and 1 was a member 
lor a period of 22 years. I love the Corporation. And is it for me 
to piopose a measure whirh would do an irreparable injury to the 
Corporation or wreck its prospects of usefulness f 1 hope my friendi 
Uai Pr. Haridhan Dutt Bshadur. will believe that it is not an aot of 
dijdomaoy on my part. Diplomacy has never been in my line. I am 
and have always been a straightforward, honest, and simple man. It 
was a motive of the purest and noblest kind concerning the w'elfare of 
both Hindus and Muhammadans that actuated me to put this smend* 
ment before this House, and I trust that it would be earned without a 
division. 


Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD dAMtS: I move that the question he 
now put. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 accept the motion and 1 would ask the House 
to vote on it by a show of hands. 

The motion for closure was carried. 


Dr. 4ATINDRA NATH MOITRA: May I ask one question before 
the question is puty Cun the Government give the Council a statu- 
tory guarantee that this communal representation will last only for the 
next nine years? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! This is not a question at all. You ought to 
have listened to the Hon’ble the Minister's speech. It would then have 
been unnecessary for you to )>ut a point like that. 

The following amendment was then put : — 

That before clause 60 the following be inserted, namely; — 

57. The provisions of this Act relating to elections of Councillors 
by general electorates are subject to the provisions of sections 
58 and 59. 

A division was taken with the following result : — 



lantriMii tlit Mtn'Mt Sir tyrtntfrt NatlL 
•artMif Mr. H. 

Bwntey, Or. C. A. 

Ilrltjr, Mr. i. 

SiiaiMlliiiri, Khan laliatfiir Maulvl HaAnr 
Oalvnafi. 

maudlturf, Mauhrt tfiali Muhammad, 
maudhurl, tht HwilMa ttia Nawab talytd 
Nawah All, Khan tahadiir. 

Hmudhury, Khan tahadur Maulvl 
Mamatjan. 

Ihaurihunf, Maulvl Pailal Karim. 

Hahvn, Mr. D. d. 

^rawfdrd, Mr. T. 0. 
lai, Kahtt Milthmadtv. 
lav, Mr. A. R. 

IttUla, Mr. 4. A. 
lanaW. tti# Han'hlv Mr. 4. 

Hanavan, Mr. 4. T. 

Imarton, Mr. T. 

Fvrrtttar, Mr. 4. Camphall. 
teada, Mr. t. w. 

Had, Maulvl A. K. FaiMii. 
larnall, Mr. W. W. 
duntlnffard. Mr. a T. 
famaa, Mr. R. N. L. Langfard. 
lanah, tabu darat Chandra. 

Carlm, Maulvl Pailal. 

(han, Maulvl MamldnuMln. 

Chan, Maulvl Md. Raiqua Uddin. 


Khan Otiaudhurl, Khan M aha dur Hanhrt 
Muhammad Erahad All. 

Umg, Mr. 4, 

MaharaiadMra ja lahadur af lu r d m an i 
tha Han'Ma iha. 

MahramaH, Munthl. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlnIn, Mr. M. 0. 

MIttar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. C. 

Martan, Mr. a 
Mifhariaa, Mr. A. C. 

Muhharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhan. 

Mufflali, labtt Mirada Bahary. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha Nan’Ma Air Abd^ 

Ray, Babu Auramhn Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Ahib Ahabharaaarar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra UL 
Riahi, Babu Rhilfc Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Q. N. 

Ray, Mr. J. N. 

Aalam, Khan Bahadur Ahdut. 

SInha, Babu Aurandra Narayan. 
Akinnar, Mr. N. E. 

I itaphantan, tha Hon'bla Mr. N. L. 

! Atuart WIlllamt, Mr. A. 0. 

I Auhrawardy, Dr. Nataan. 

I Auhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Ahahaad. 

, Travara, Mr.*W. L 


NOES. 


lanarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
larma, Ral Aahib Panchanan. 
maudhurl, Babu Klaharl Mahan, 
lhaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 
maudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 
maudhurl, Air Aahutaah. 
lat Oupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra, 
la, Ral Bahadur Panindralal. 

3utt, Mr. Ajay Chundar. 
lutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Narfdhan. 
lutta, Babu Annada Charan. 
maaa, Mr. 0. C. 

mava, Ral Bahadur dagandra Chundar. 
{haltan, Babu OabI Praaad. 

Chan, Babu Dabtndra Lai. 
dalllk, Babu Aurandra Nath. 


Malira, Dr. datindra Nath 
Mukharjl, Babu Aatlah Chandra. 
Mttkharjl, Prafaavar A. C. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu Aarat Chandra. 
Nakay, Miria Muhammad All. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Roy, Babu dagandra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan Alngh. 
Roy, Ra|a Manllall Alngh. 

AaHiar, Babu dagaah Chandra. 
Aarkar, Babu RIthIndra Nath. 

Aon, Babu ManI LaL 
Auhrawardy, Dr. A. 
vmian, Mr. F. E. E. 


The Ayen GO and the Nwa 31, the motion was agreed to. 


New CijtusE 68. 

Mr. PREtIDENT; Order, order! Before I put the next amend- 
DQent which relaiea to the new claiine 58, I want to make it quite clear 

0 hon’hle memliera that Schedule III aa well aa the new Schedule 
[llA will come up for separate consideration, and that the adoption hj 

1 he Council of the new clause 58 will not prejudice the taking of any 
[>f the amendments which are on the paper with regard to Schodol^ TO 
ind the new Schedule IIIA. 
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Hie loUowing motion wna then put and agreed to : 




That before clause 60 the following new clause, namely, 58, euV* 
elftuses (/) to (/), be inserted : — 


Tratuitory pravwoM to have ejfect at elections prtor to the fonrth 
general election, 

58. (/) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Act, 

the provisions of this section shall apply in re«|M*ct i»f the 
election of Councillors at the first three general eletdions 
held under this Act or in the manner provided (herein, and 
at any hy-elcctit»n held prior to the fourth general election. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of any other law for the time being 
in force every Muhammadan shall be qualified as an electinr 
of a Muhammadan Constituency spe< ified in Sc hedule III A. 
who ow^ns or occupies or resiiles in any premises, or exercises 
any profession, trade or calling, within that constituency, 
if such |K'rsoris jiossesses the qualification set forth in clause 
(o), clause (h) or clause (c) of sub-scH*tion (1) of section 18. 

(d) No person shall be eligible for ele<*tion as a Councillor to repiw- 
sent a Muhammadan Constituency unless his name is duly 
registered in the elw toral roll of that or any other Muham- 
madan Constituency. 

(4) In the case of the elections referr<*d to in sulvsection (/) — 

(a) for section 7 the following shall Ihj deemed to be substituted, 
namely : — 

Constituencies. 

**7, The elected Councillors shall lie elected by the consttiuenciei 
specified in Schedule 1 11 A, and the numlier of Councillors to 
be elected by ea<'h constituency shall be as stated therein 
against that constituency.'* 

(b) for that portion of sub-section (/) of section 18 beginning with 
the figure and words *Ul) Subject to " and ending with the words and 
figure ‘‘specified in Schedule III," the following shall be deemed to be 
iubstituted, namely: — 

‘‘(7) Subject to the provisions of any other law on the subject for 
the time being in force, every person, other than a Muham* 
madan, shall be qualified as an elector of a non-Kuhaminik 
dan Conetituancy specified in Schedule IIIA/* 



(c) for section 20 the following shall be deemed to be substituted^ 
namely : — 


Qualification for election a$ a Councillor, 

“20. (1) No person shall be eligible for election as a Councillor to 

represent a non-Muhammadan Constituency specified in Sche- 
dule IlIA, unless his name is duly registered on the electoral 
roll of that or any non-Muhammadan Constituency speci- 
fied in that schedule. 

(2) No person shall be eligible for election as a Councillor to repre- 
sent a special constituency specified in Schedule III A, unless 
his name is registered on the electoral roll of that consti- 
tuency,** 

(d) in sub-section (/) of section 21 for the words “ s|)ecified in sec- 
tion 18 “ the word “ iwescribed ’’ shall be deemed to be substituted. 

(e) to sub-section (/a) of section 21 the following shall be deemed to 
be added, namely; — 

^'and notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Act 
• the electoral roll on which such representative shall be entitled 

to be registered shall l)e eTe<‘toral roll of the non-Muham- 
madan or Muhammadan Constituency, as the case may be, for 
the electoral area in respect of which such company or other 
association is entitled to be an elector, according as such 
representative is or is not a Muhammadan,** 

(/) for section 25 the following shall be deemed to be substituted, 
namely: — 


Unconteited elections. 

“26. In any constituency if the number of candidates, who are 
duly nominated, and have not withdrawn their candidature, 
is not more than the number of Councillors to be elected for 
that constituency, all such candidates shall be declared to be 
duly elected.** 

{g) in sub-section (4) of section 41 for the word and figure '‘Schedule 
III *’ the word, figure and letter “ Schedule IIIA “ shaU be deemed to 
W ambsUtuted. 

(A) in sub-secftMm (la) of section 473 after Ibe words “of Couneillors*’ 
in the first place where they occur the words “ by nfm-Mnkaniniadan and 
Muhammadan Const ituenciee *’ shall be deemed to be inserted end 
** Schedule IIIA *' shall be deemed to he suhstituted* 
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The tnoiion th»t th« following (<5) ilo »(aud part of tlia 

MW clmiHo 58 was then put and agreed io, 

(5) The proviaiona of other aectiona applying to the election of 
Councillors by, and (he electoral roll of, gt*nei‘al <*onsti(ueuciea 
shall apply so far as may be necefwmrv to the election of ('oun- 
cillors by, and the elec toral itdl of, (he non-Muhoiiiinadan 
and Mnhaminadan Constituencies. 

The motion that before clause 60 the following new cliiUHe 59 lie 
inserted was then put and agreed to : — 

Temporary Muhstitution of Schedutr lUA for Schedule III. 

59. For the purooses of the elertion of Counrillors during the 
jieriod refcrriHt to in Hub>WM-tion {!) of wM tion 58, Schedule 
IIIA shall l>e deemed to be substituted for Schedule III.'* 

Mr. S. W. COODt: I move’— 

(i) that after auli-claum* {!) of clause 47d the following Ih* inserted, 
namely : — 

**473 (la). Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/) 
the CorjKiration in pursuance of a resolution |Missed at a meet- 
ing, may from time to time, .subject to the approval of the 
liocal (Government divide the (iaid«*n H4Mich Constituioicy in 
Schedule III into two or more constituencies for the purposes 
of the election of (Vuincillors and alliK’ate to each such consti- 
tuency such numl8*r of ('oumillors as to them may seem fit, 
but not MO OH to alter in reH|N»ct of the area included in the 
Garden Reach municipality In^fore (he (commencement of 
this Act the total luimlier of (Vuincinors, cir (he ntimlier of 
seats as distributed lietween iion-Muhamnmdan and Muhum- 
iiiadan (Councillors, os fixed by Schedule HI. 

(75) The (Corjionition may also amend the Schfsiule VI as to give 
effect to the division referred (n in sub-section (la),'' and 

(it) that for tha words “under sub-seidion (/)'* in sub-section (2) of 
section 473 the words **under this section" lie substituted. 

I may state that this clause is merely iiitendecl to provide for the 
subdivision of Garden Reach into wards if the Corporation think it 
neoAssary. As the members of this House are prolsibly aware, (he 
municipal commissioners of Garden Beach are at present all nominated, 
but subsequently it will be necessary, now that (he eleidive systiuu is 
introduced, to divide this large electorate, which is one electorate in 
the Schedule, into two or more wards. Power isrtaken in this seciion , 
to divide k into wards. 


19 



Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (SiIni SiirtiMln NHh Ray): t have 

heard Mr. Goode with very great attention. I am glad to see t|iat 
Government are going to give 4 seats to the Garden Reach municipal- 
ity — two to the Hindus and two to the Muhammadans. I have been 
connected with the Garden Rea(% municipality since the year 1889 
when that municipality was separated from the late Suburban munici- 
pality and was amalgamated with the South Suburban municipality. I 
was the first Commissioner of the Garden Reach Ward of the latter 
municipality. I do not know whether I shall be in order to speak now, 
but I find there is an amendment to the effect 

Mr. PRESIDENT. We will consider that when we come to the 
Schedule. 

DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I am glad to find that Government 
have done justice to the ratepayers of the Garden Reach municipality 
who have been trying to get the elective system for tlie last 10 or 16 years. 
The municipality had the elettive system, but when it was converted 
into n mill municipality the people of that municipality lost that privi- 
lege. Now I am glad to find that the elective system is going to be 
rwtored to that municipality. So I congratulate Government as well 
as the ratepayers of that municipality on having the elective system 
restored to them. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AdJounNiMnt 

The Oouncil was then odjourued till 3 r.ii. on Tuesday the 
JOth February, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



QITB8TI09S. 


m 




PftPMHngi Of Hit Itniiri Ligitiitlvt CMMil miirtWK miiir m 
pnotit iim of Um Qo o o nim i m of ImNo Aot 

Th* Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall* Colcutto, 
Ml Tuesday » the 20th Tebruary, 1923, at 3 f.m. 


The Hon'ble the PrcHideiit in the Chair, the four Hon*ble Membem 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 94 nominated 
and elected members. 


ttorrofl Qiioilioiii. 

(to whioii oral antioori voira glvon). 

Cxoavatiofi of a tanlc within Bajitporo iminioiiMlity. 

*LXV. Mf» t. M. BOiEs (o) With reference to the answer to my 
starred question No. LIV on the 29th August, 1922, will Uie Hon'bla 
the Minister in charge of the Department of I^ocal S<‘lf-(}overnment lie 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the tank has only l)een excavated 
from six to eight feet l>eIow the level of the old bwl b<*fore excavation, 
and that earth ha.s been piled up on the sides all round s() as to make 
them considerably higher than before ? 

{b) Is it a ftut that the water now in the tank is likely to dry up 
in the summer? 

(f) Are the Government considering the th^irahility of further 
excavating the tank sf> as to make it a source of water supidy in times 
of drought ? 

(d) Have the Oovernraent considered the question of the deairability 
of handing over the supervision of the tank to the local municipality? 

iECBETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of tOOAL 
BELP-QOVERNMENT (Mr. t. W. Cooife)S (a) Yes. It was intended 
to raise the whole site for the Bajitpore sulxii visional headquarters by 
8 feet, in which case the tank would have ha<l a depth of 14 feet. 
Clause (r) of the reply given to Mr. S. M. Bose’s question on the 
29th August, 1922, was therefore not correct. 

(h) The Executive Engineer reports that the 6 feet of water at the 
bottom of the tank is not likely to dry up unless there is a drought. 

(c) and (d) The question of having this tank converted into a good 
permanent source of supply is under oonsideratioii^n connection with 
ik» dispo«il nil the Umd acquired for the new headquarters. 

»A 



Rang! I^Nity Impaotan^emrai ^ 

*LXVI. BabH tURENDRA NATH MALLIKs Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charf^e of the Police Department be i^eaeed to state — 

(i) what is the total amount of the expenses for the Range Deputy 
Inspectors-General of Police and their staff in each of their 
respective ranges ; and 
(n) how much of these amounts are — 

(7) voted, and 
(2) non-voted, 
respectively ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*lilt 
Mr* H. La itaphenBOn): A statement is laid on Uie Library table. 


UntUrred Queatiom 

(antwen to adiioh mrt laid an the table). 

Propoial for the oitablittiiiiont of a rural magistracy at Itna. 

384. Mr. i. M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Political I>e|mrtment aware that many serious crimes are being 
committed in the many hih^ h4tor$ and rivers within the thana of Itna 
and its neighbourhoo<l ? 

{h) Are the Government aware of a public demand for the establish- 
ment of a rural magistn^^y at Itna? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the MeinWr uw’are that the District Magistrate of 
Mymensingh and the Divisional Commi.ssioner are in favour of the 
pro{)osal ? 

Xd) Are the Government considering the advisability of establish* 
ing a rural magist-mey at Itna at an early date? 

MEMBER in ohargo of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlilo 
Mr. H. L. itephoiiion): (a) No. 

(h) Government receive«l a copy of a resolution {lassed at a meeting 
held at Itna on the 14th August, 1022, recommending the establishment 
of a rural magistracy at Itna as a |iart of the scheme for the partition of 
the Mymensingh district. 

(c) Go\^erniiietit have no information. 

(d) No. 



"IP-l 


QUESTIOirS. 



MS. Itei HARENORANATH GHAUDHURIt WUl the Hon’Ue 

^ Mininter in charge of the Dejiurtmetii of Education be {deuAed to 
lay on the table a atatement showing, year by year — 

(i) the actual total grants, either direct or indirect, made to 
European — 

(a) primary, and 
{b) secondary 

schools since the year 191B-19; 

(if) the actual total grants, either direct or indirect, made to 
Indian — 

(a) primary, and 
(h) secondary 

schools during the same [>eric»d ; 

(ill) the numlier of — 

(d) Kiirofieun jirimarv schtxils, and 

(b) European secondary schools; 

(tr) the numl>er <if pupils receiving education in either clasi il 
Kchmils during the last five years; 

( the nunjher of — 

(a » Indian primary schmds, and 
(b) Indian secondary schools; 

(vt) the nuniU'r of jiupils receiving education in either ciaiM of 
schools during the same period; 

(cff) what jMirtiou of the total ex|)enditure on (/) European 
(u) primary and (b) secondary schools, and (2) Indian 
(fi) {friniar)' and (b) Mecondar>' schools a*as conirilmted from 
provincial revenues and what portion was reaiiai*d by 
school-fees, uubstTiptions, endowments since the year 
1918-19; 

(eiii) what has Wn the average cost per pupil since the year 1918-19 
tn European (a) primary and (b) secondary schools, and in 
Indian (a) primary and (b) secondary schools; and 
(f>) what amount represented the Govemmeni grant (whether 
Imperial or Provincial) per head of pupil in each of the 
above classes of institutions F 

MIIIItTEil Hi oiiargi ft DiMUTIIiNT of IDUeATIOM (tko 
Mr. P, 6* lliltir)s A stateinent is laid on the Library table. 
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liMtfMiiiacir of Pibm MrM boanl fundi Mr utrintimiMi 9t 

tMrNi*. 

396. tHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is tlie Hon’ble ' the 

Mininter in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government aware 
that the funda of the district board of Pabna are inadequate to keep all 
the roads in proper condition? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of maintain- 
ing some of the roads especially the Pabna-lshurdi road? 


MINISTER in ohM^ge Of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’MoSir iuremlri Nath Banarjoa) 5 (a) Govern- 
ment have no definite information on this point but the resources of 
the Pabna district board like those of other district boards are known 
to be inadequate. 

(h) The member is referred to the rejJy given to a similar question 
(No, 63) asked by Babu Tankanath ('heudhuri at the meeting of the 
29th August, 1921, which was published at page 49, Volume IV, of the 
Legislative Council Proceedings, 1921. 


Oaaat in tht Subdivifloiiii Ofllotr’t Court it Sin^gunJ. 

A 

SET. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble Uie 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 
(f) when the Subdivisional OflSc'er’s Court at Sirajganj was first 
established ; and 

(ii) in what proportion has the number of oases increased since 
the establishment of the Court? 

MEMBER in ohvgo of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho HonlNt 
•Ir AMkir-Raliim): (i) in 1846. 

(it) The information is not readily available and Government do 
not feel justified in compiling it as the labour involved would be incom- 
mensurate with its utility. 


Bmrioo of Citil Court rtinmnneoi 

EH. Ral MANiNDRA CHANDRA MITRA BiMhiri Win the 

Bon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleeaod 
to state whether the Oovernment aare oonsidering the desirahiiitif ol 
taking immediate measures for serving sutnmonsee issued by 1h» CMl 
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OourU in Bengal throngk panckayai preeidente or union boarda or 
Ihrougk post-offices by registered post with acknowledgment due? 

The Hoil*llle iiif^ t§BO«UR*RAHIii: (Jovernment will examine and 
consider the question. 


Dredging of siRed^gi Hvere in melarioui diUHelt. 

SSe. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs («) Will the Hon ble tke 

Member in charge of the Dejiartment of Irrigation be pleaseil to state 
whether any effort has been made to dredge the silted rivers in any o£ 
the five mevst highly malarious districts of Bengal up till now? 

(h) If so, will the Ilon'ble the Memlier l)e pleased to state — 

0) the names of the particular rivers; 

(it) the districts through which they flow; and 
(iti) the total amount siwnt up to date for each individual ciiseP 

MEMBER in etuu'ga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tht 
Hon’blo tho Maharajadhlraji Salmlur of Biiardivin)t (a) Yes. 

{If) (i) The Bhagirathi. 

(it) Murshidaltad and Nadia. 

(tii) Rs. 91,607. 


Rafting pinoa for Jurora at Alipara. 

400. Mr. BldOYPROOAD SINGH ROYl (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial DepeHment be pleased to state whether 
there is a separate sitting room for the jurors in the Alipore Criminal 
Court? 

(6) If not, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the gentlemen who are summoned to sit as jurors at 
Alipore are greatly inconvenienced for wont of such a resting place? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking stepo 
to remove this inconvenience? 

Tlia HanINt to ABD-UR-RAHtMl (a) No. but there is a retiring 
room where the jurors consider their verdict. 

(b) and (e) The juroni generally eome into court and sit there till 
tiie case is opened. The Government would not leal justified in the 
present eireumstanoes in tnouriing expense for the constmetton of a 
asparaie roon. 
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Cowe r mm B t Bin. 

Ths Caloiitta MunieiiMi Bill, 1821. 

SCHEDCU III. 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: I move that the following do stand for the 
coriKideration of the Council in the place of Schedule III as in the Bill 
UH amended by the Select Committee: — 

SCHEDULE III-A. 

List of Con.stiti’encies# 

(See itectionx 7, 18, 20, 41, 58 and 59.) 

NoTB.—TIux SchrKlulo will remain in f jrce in reapect of all election* held prior to tbe fourth of 
he Kfiieial election* held under or in the manner provided in thU Act. 


Nam« of ooMtituenej. 

Xateot ol ooMtituenej. 

Koniber of CouooiU 
to br electeiL 

A. -Non 

-J/ uiiam madan Conxtitnencies. 

Shampukur 

... Ward No. 1 

Two. 

Kumurtuii 

W'ard No. 2 

Two. 

Bartola 

... Ward No. 3 

Two. 

Sukeas Street 

... Ward No. 4 

Two. 

Joralmgan 

... Ward No. 5 

Two, 

Jorasanko 

... Ward No. 6 

Two. 

JBaru Baicar 

... W^ard No. 7 

Three. 

Collootola 

... Ward No. 8 

Two. 

Muchipttra 

... Ward No. 9 

Two. 

Bow Biuar 

... Ward No. lU 

One. 

Paddapukur 

... Ward No. 11 

One. 

Waterloo Street 

... Ward No. 12 

One. 

Fenwick Basar 

... Ward No. 13 

One. 

Taltola 

... W'^ard No. 14 

One. 

Kalinga 

... Ward No. 15 

One. 

Park Street 

... Ward No. 16 

One. 

Bamun Biistee 

... Ward No, 17 

One. 

Entally 

... Ward No. 18 

One. 

Beniapttkur 

... Ward No, 19 

One. 

Tangra 

... Ward No. 20 

One. 

Ballygunge 

... Ward No. 21 

One. 

Tollygunge 

... Ward No. 22 

One. 

Bhowanipur 

... Wai^ No. 23 

Thieo. 

Alipore 

... Ward No. 24 

Om. 
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IkUlpote 

IHTAtganj and Haatinga 
Ifaniktmla 
Beliaghata 
Satpuknr 
Bi^lgachia 
Coaaipora 
Garden Reach 

B . — Muham madan Constt t uenrtri. 


Muhammadan constituency No. 1 — 


Shampukur 

Ward Np. 1 ’ 

Kumariuli 

Ward No. 2 

Rartoia 

Ward No. 3 

Sukea.H Street 

Ward No. 4 

Jorabagan 

Ward No. 5 

Jorasanko 

Ward No. G 

Bara Basar 

Ward No. 7 

Muhammadan constituency No. II- 


('ullootola 

Wrrd No. 8 ' 

Muchipora 

Wrrd No. 9 

Bow Bazar 

WanI No. JG 

Paddapukur 

Ward No. 11 

Waterloo Street 

Ward No. 12^ 

Muhammadan coustitueucy No. Ill 



Fenwick Bazar ' 

Ward No. 13 'J 

Taltola 

Ward No. 14 | 

Kalinga 

Ward No. 16 

Park Street 

Ward No. 16 

Bamun Bustee 

Ward No. 17 ^ 

Entally 

Ward No. 18 

Beniapukur 

Ward No. 19 

Tangra 

Ward No. 20 . 

Muhammadan •constituency No. IV- 


Ballygunge 

Ward No, 21 ] 

Tollygunge 

Ward No; 22 | 

Bhowani|>ur 

Ward No. 23 1 

Alipore 

Ward No, 24 f 

Ekbalpore * • 

Waid No. 25 1 

Watgaaj and Haet^ga 

Ward No. 26 1 


tit w H t inMSUiina 

... Ward No. 25 
... Ward No. 20 
... Ward No. 

... Word No. 28 
... Ward No. 20 
... WartI No. 30 
... Word No. 31 
... Wart! No. 32 


m 


MwnStr of OttMiaiMr* 

laStilwiaA. 

One. 

One. 

One. 

Two 

One. 

Two. 

Two. 

Two. 


Giie. 


Four. 


Two. 


Three. 


. { 
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Maom oi OOlMiUlMMy* lltMt of OOMtltBei 

Muhammadan constituency No. V — 

Maniktala ... Ward No. 27 ] 

Beliaghata - ... Ward No. 28 / 

Muhammadan constituency No. VI — 

Satpukur ... Ward No. 29 

Belgachia ... Ward No. 30 

Comjtore ... Ward No. 31 

Muhammadan constituency No. VII—* 

Garden Reach ... Ward No. 32 


litoot of ooMtltBeaey^ **"ti^*IlJSlIf***** 


Ward No. 29 
Ward No. 30 
Ward No. 31 


C. — Special Constiiuenciet. 


Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
Calcutta Trades Association 
Calcutta Port Commissioners 


Non-territorial 

Non-territorial 

Non-territorial 


(i) That for Schedule III the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘ SCHEDULE III. 

List or CoifSTiTUENCiEs. 

(See section* 7, 18, 20, 41, 68 and 59,) 

Notb.— T hli Schodulf will oomo into force «t tK« fourth of ths rfandrul eleotiooi hold uiia«r nr 
lo tbo asBoor provided in thii Act. ^ 
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m 


Jfum of miirtf limy. 

. 

9t omnUhiMicj. 

. 

UaaSMT of 
OtHtadlkm 
alartia. 

XaaikMAraMet 
iMtaSiSia 
eahuM Inp 
lametMr 
MahaaiwuSaaii 

Waterloo Street 

Waril No. K 


Jiw 


Feawick Baxar ... 

Ward No. IS 


One 

... 

TeMa ... 

Ward No. 14 


Two 

One 

Kalioga ... 

Ward No. 16 


One 

Park Streep 

Ward No. |6 


OUM ... 


Bamuo Btiatee 

Ward No. 17 


One ... 


Butally ... 

Wani No. Id 


Two 

One 

Beniapukur 

Ward No IS 


Two ... 

0«*e 

Tangra ... 

Ward No. 20 


Uiio 

• •* 

Bailytiunge ... ... ^ 

Ward No. 21 


Two 

j One 

Toilyf^nge 

Ward No. 2(A 


One 

i 

bbowaoipur ... ... 

Ward N«i. 2S 


, Tbroo ... 

j 

Alipore ... ^ 

Ward N\i. 24 


j Ouo 


Bkbalporo ... ... i 

Ward No. 26 


iTwo 

One 

Watgauj ami Hantiug* ... ' 

Maniklaia ... ... 

Ward No. 2t> 


Two 

Oim 

Ward No. 27 


; Two 

Olio 

Beliaghata 

VV’ard No. 2d 

... j 

1 Tlireo 

One 

Natpukur 

Ward No. 22 

-1 

Two 

... 

BelgaciMA 

Ward No. .10 

... j 

I Two 

... 

CiMMfipore ... ... ‘ 

iVartl No. 1| 

... 1 Tiiroo ... 

Out' 

G»rdof] Reacii ... ... ; 

i 

Ward No. 32 

... 

Four 

Two 


ot BtUiiiit of iXMKtttuMipy. 

B. -'Special Canstttumciei. 


Nunter ol (iocittoUNs 
to tooiooiod. 


Bengal (/ham l>er of Commerce ... Non-territorial Six 

Calcutta Tradea Association ... Non-territorial Four 

Calcutta Port Commissioners ... Non-territorial Two 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. t. W. COOOES I also move — 


(а) that for the words ‘ sixty-seven * in sub-clause (a) of clause 5 

the words * seventy hve ' be substituted, and 

(б) that for the word * eight * in sulMdause (6) of ibat clause the 

word ‘ ten ' be substituted/' 


Maulvi A. K. FAZUUL HAQ: Before I move the amendments 
which stand in my name, I wish to make a few preliminary observa- 
tions. It was with some regret that 1 listened to the debate yesterday 
because 1 felt llbat the questions which had been discussed were of 
such vital importance that they should have been deliberated upon in 
an atmosphere free from passion and prejudice. I will not imitate the 
example of some of my collegues who, yesterday, imported into these 
disonseions a spirit almost of reroH against all established principles 
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according to which debates in such a solemn assembly ought to be 
conducted. The amendments which I move to-day raise questions 
almost as controversial as those discussed yesterday. If I may say so, 
jesterday we were discussing the quality of the councillors vte are going 
to get, but to-day it is the question of quantity, and it is just possible 
that if any aiTimonious debate is started, feelings will run high and 
the compromise that was effected yesterday will practically he stultified. 

I will put my case as briefly as I can. I find that in the Bill, as 
originally drafted, Bl seats W€*re earmarked for Muhammadans from 
amongst 55 elected commissioners and the area then contemplated was 
Calcutta city proper. Since then, outlying areas have been included 
within the Calcutta Corjairation— municipalities, such as Maniktalu, 
Garden Reach, the l)o<*.k area, ^nd other places w'here Muhammadan 
population is admittedly predominant. I knew that if these areas were 
included within the ('alcutta CorjKiration, the predominance exercised 
by the Muhammadan community in these outlying municipalities would 
cease to exist. That w'as one of the reasons why I was opposed to the 
inclusion, but the Council by a majority decided in view of patriotic 
feelings for a greater Calcutta to include these smaller municipalities 
within the folds of the Calcutta Corporation. In allotting the seats 
what bus Wn done is that the proportion given to Muhammadans 
formerly for the city proper has been maintained for the added area 
also. The figtires exactly are these — 13 Muhammadan (“ommissioners 
out of 55 in the original Bill. Now it is jiroposed to give 15 seats to 
Muhammadans out of G3 elected Indian commissioners. Now consider- 
ing for a moment that the seats allotted in Muhammadans reijuire a 
little adjustment in coiiseiiuence of the inclusion of the uddeil areas, 

I say, Sir, with the utmost res|Hnt to the Minister in charge of the 
Bill, that the proportion he has given to Muhammadans for the added 
areas is utterly in defiance of all re<'ogiiized principles of equity and 
justice. Upon what principle could you give the same proportion of 
Muhammadan councillors to constituencies where Muhammadans would 
be nearly 50 per cent, of the population and nearly as much again on 
the electoral roll as you give to MubuminadanK (constituting a much 
smaller proportion to the impulatiou in the city proj^er? If you can 
give 13 seats on any (consideration whatever to Muhammadans for the 
city proi>er, then justice requires that you should give a pro^iortionately 
increased number of seats to Muhammadans when you included the out- 
lying municipalitieH. 1 submit tliat these two added se^tts are Utterly 
inadequate and are considered so by all the Muhammadan members of thia 
Council. There is another reason why 1 would plead for a little increaae 
in the number of seats allotted to Muhammadans. In the system of eai% 
marking seats for the Muhammadan community, the community had a 
chaiu'e of contesting one or two seats in the general electorate. That 
privilege will be taken away by the fact that we will have to seek electioit 
through a ciimmunal electorate. I am not here to diacusa tl^e meriti on 
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of the two sy«tem», but the inevitable result of the oommuiinl 
tilietonite will be that we will bt' shut out -for ever from making any effoita 
lo increase t)he number of Muhammadan ('ounrillom in tbo Cor|)oniUan. 
If that i» »o, we require more than we should have got if the 

aeata bad been earmarke«] for us. The {XMition, therefore, is this that 
fin^lhe clause, as provided in the original Bill, a-hereaa we had 13 
aeata with the chance of winning a few more seats fixmi the general 
electorate, now we are given 15 seats without any chance of increasing 
the number by any efforts on our |>art. Unless, of course, tbe Hon*ble 
the Minister wanted to [lenulise the Muhammadan community for the 
fight they meunt to pu* uj. l>e< tiuse there was no fight at all, I caunot 
see how he can isk us to 1 h* ('ontent with 15 seats. The lloirble the 
Minister know^s ver>' well that 1 am extremely reluctant to mist' acri- 
moninus discussions on <|UC"*tions of this character. 1 have talked with 
many f}erso!is loth inside and outside this ('ounril. i can assure tlie 
Ilon’lde the Minister th.it whatever difference there may be as regards 
the utility of a cMumunat electorate, them is absolutely no different'e 
of opinion that Vlulianinmdan representation on the (’or|)oration shtuild 
l»o adequate and efficient. It is no use giving us romniunal elo<’t orates 
or anything tdse < f that kind if you ask us to l)e satisfied with such 
a small representation us that of 15 memlM*rs out of a (V>r|>onition con* 
sisting of tKl, : c.. <tne-Hirtlj. and onc'-sixth of the total numlH'r could 
no longer exerci.w an eft'ettive control in tlie affairs of the ('onM>ration 
than we do at the prewoit iu<»mefit when we an^ practicjilly a negli- 
gible ({uantity. It is after all in many questhms, a question of majority 
of votes. Fifteen members out of 90 seems practieally ridieulous, 


Yesterday there weio many members on this side of the lUmso who 
weie making nderences to fhq backwardness of the Muhammadan com- 
munity, such as ignorance and all sorts of things. Now 1 am really sur- 
prised that members of this Founril m far forget themselves as to use 
language which I sincerely ho|H* in their sober judgment they will never 
indulge in. It is no use referring to the Muhammadan ('oiiiiiiuriity ns a 
backward community. The Muhammadan citmniunity is certainly not 
backward. Unfortunately, the Muhammadans are dtscirganised. They 
liave not learnt to orgiiniae themselves according to the Westeni method. 
Tbe moment they c^in organise thennudves you will find that they are 
ready for a gooil fight and a fight against nnyliody. We are not afraid 
of anything or of anybody. That is the reason why I do not wish to 
go bat in my band, either to the Minister or to anybmly for 
•pecial privileges, for special electorates, or anything of that kind. 
I would rather not have any representation on the Corporation 
of Calcutta than be told that whatever representation we have 
U by reason of the suffrage of a jiarticular person or of a jiaHicular 
ccmiBittnity. If at tbe present moment I plead for better representation, 
reason of tbe fact that for half a century we have bees left 
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without aqy repreoentatiou at all. Let mi liavo a hat cjhatoe. It ii 
no une saying that tho Muhammadans are backward. We do not wiah 
to go there to get any remuneration. After all« what is the object 
of these representative institutions, theoe municipalities, these local 
boards, and these district boards ? Do we gain anything by going tliere P 
I do not think so. Anyone who has got any experience of the business 
done by the Calcutta Corporation knows that day by day the life of a 
municipal commissioner in Calcutta is becoming more and nib^re exact- 
ing. It levies a heavy toll on our time, on our energies and it some- 
times stands in the way of our own legitimate duties either in profession 
or in business. We go there at some sacrifice and why is it that we 
goP Because we know that these municipalities, these local boards, 
and these district boards are nothing but training grounds for the 
work that we have to do in higher institutions, such as this Jjegislative 
Council. How can you expect the Muhammadan community to stand 
shoulder to shoulder by you in the work of the common country unless 
you allow them to get a little training in these institutions which are 
really the first rungs in the ladder of representative institutions? 
That is the reason why we say — ** Give us n larger number of seats.” I^et 
us learn, let us have exfierience, lei us have an effective voice in the 
affairs of the Corporation. It is no use telling us, ” so many of you* 
have not i>assed the Matriculation examination, so many of you have not 
passed the Intermediate in Arts, so many of you have not graduated.” It 
is not the Graduate, or Master of Arts or anything of that kind who can 
be a successful municipal commissioner. To W a successful municipal 
councillor does not require any academic qualifications. A man with 
strong common sense is likely to be a far more efficient municipal com- 
missioner than perhaps the most brilliant graduate of Uie Caicutta Fni- 
versily without that quality. I say, the^fore, that the number of seats 
is inadequate and 1 would make an earnest appeal to the Hon’ble the 
Minister if he cannot see his way to give us some increased representation. 

I admit that if my suggestion is accepted, the number of seats added to 
the Muhammadan constituencies will have to be found by deduction from 
the non-Mubammndan constituencies. That is a very sore point, but T 
appeal to the advanced community io give it to us out of the largeness of 
their hearts. They are rich, they are experienced and they have had the 
municipal administration in their hands for half a century. liot 
us now liear the burden. They have borne the burden for half 
a century, l-et iis now jnit our shoulders to the wherd. We want 
to hear a little more burden. T^t us have four mene seats*'*-that ia 
all 1 have |woposed — distributed among all these .32 wai^. I hope 
that the professions of friendship, amity, and all that we have heard 
yesterday would be translated into action by the acceptance by the 
advanced community of a very humble proposal which I now place 
before this Council, With these words, I move fbrmally the amiid« 
ments that stand in my name. 
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lir. FllittDillT (Hm Hon’Mi Mr. N. 1. A. eitiifi)i Looking 
tko finoiidmeiiU I seo^ what you protKMe i» a roduction of not four 
tix seata in the non-Muhamm^an ooneiitnenoies. 

MMllYi A. K» FAZL-UL HAQi I beg yonr pafdon. I wa« thinking 
of four to fifteen or six to thirteen. I may anbrnit, in pnming, that 
Schedule IIIA hae been divided into two parte. Schedule IIIA 
relatee to non^Muhammadan conetituenciee* and Schedule lIIA-B relatea 
to Muhammadan conetituenciee. I now move the followyig tat) amend- 
ments which really^ go together : — 

In Schedule IIIA in colmun 3 (numW of Ckyuncillora to be elected), 
the following reductions be made, namely, — 

In the non>Muhammadan constituencies (Schedule ITIA-A) the 
following reductions be made, namely — 


Bara Basar 

... Ward No. 
** Two.” 

7 

from 

“ Three ** 

to 

Rhowanipur 

... Ward No. 
” Two.” 

23 from 

Three ** 

to 

Haniktala (South) 

... Ward No. 
” One.” 

28 

from 

” Two ” 

to 

Belgachis 

... Ward No. 
” One.” 

30 

from 

” Two ** 

to 

/ossipore 

... Ward No. 
” One.” 

31 

from 

i* Two ** 

to 

harden Reach 

... Ward No. 
” One.” 

32 

from 

M Two ** 

to 


In the Muhammadan constituencies, Schedule IlLA-B, in column 3| 
Ihe following additions are to be made in the number of Councillori 
:o be elected, namely : — 

Muhammadan constituency No. Ill — From ** Two " to “ Four.** 
Muhammadan constituency No. IV— From “ Three '* to “ Four/* 
Muhammadan constituency No. V — From ** Two ** to Three.’* 
Mu h a mm adan constituency No. VI — From ** One ** to ** Two.** 
Muhammadan constituency No. VII— From “ Two to “ Three.** 

•MNitURiNDIIA MATH MALLIKl I move that in Schedule IIIA 
—Heading B— Muhammadan Oonstituencies — 

(/) No. 1 Muham m adan Constituency, comprising wards 1 to 7 lie 
omitted; 

(2) that in Muhammadan Constittteftcy, No. 2, the nomber of seats 
be reduced from 4 to 2; 
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(J) that in Muhammadan Constituency, No. *4, comj^Hfinf wirdt 
21 to 25 the number of seats allotted be reduced to two; and 

{4) that in Muhammadan Constituency, No. 5, comprising wards 
and 28 the number of seats allotted be reduced to oi^e. 

After what had happened yesterday one does not feel very much 
encouraged to speak on the particular question of representation in the 
Corporation, but unfortunately at the present moment, 1 have a duty, 
with which I have been entrusted by the Corporation. I am bound to 
say that this idea of giving 15 seats to the Muhammadan population 
in Calcutta is ac(H)rdSug to the Corporation of Calcutta against the 
interest of the Coriwration itself, namely, the ratepayers as a whole. 
One thing that I find is that, amongst our Muhammadan tViends, those 
who ojwnly opposed us, that is, those who wanted communal represent- 
ation got what they w’anted. Well and good. Amongst those gentle- 
men, namely, the Muhammadan meniWrs of this House, those who are 
sup|)osed to l>e friendly w’ith us, after seeing that the communal 
representation has been accepted or that the House has accepted it and 
a separate electorate has been formed, now stand up and say give us 
more s€»atH. This is a beautiful anangement ! These are the local |)eople 
who say that they are our friends. Save us from our friends ! We ought 
to know iHH)ple in their true light ; time has come wdien they must be 
know n. I am prepared to embrace an open enemy rather than a friend 
who comes in an insiduous way and says give me more after his first 
rtK(uest has been granted. Yesterday my friend, Maulvi Furi-ul Haq, 
w’as absolutely silent; he did not speak out a single word. Now having 
fouiul that the objwt in view has been achieved by the other wing, 
he turns up and says giye us something more, give us double the 
nuinl)er or something of that kind. 1 again repeat, ‘‘ save us from our 
friends.^* So far os we are concerned in the Cor|K)ration we feel that 
the 16 seats which have lH*en given by the Hon’ble the Minister are 
rather too many on the basis of communal rejuvsentation alone, it 
has hitherto been the practice of the (Government, and, I take it, it is 
the settled practice, to arrive with reganl to this matter at the correc'l 
number on a cV)nsidenttion of the three different elements amongst 
the ratepayers of a particular municiiuility. They use<l to go by the 
average of the numerical strength first, then the voting strength, and 
thirdly, the rating strength. That has all along been the rule. So far 
as Calcutta is concernetl, if you go by the numerical strength, then 
the numerical strength of the Muhammadan community is 22 per cent. 
(I take Calcutta as it is now,) That is 194,000 Muhammadans as againel 
the total population of 886,000. Then, aa regards the voting strength, 
you will be pleased to find that it ia 6,000 out of 60,000; that meant 
one-tenth or 10 per cent. At regarda the rating atrength you will find 
what an enormoua difference there ia. The demand per quarter is 
Ra. 26,48,000 : out of that the Muhammadan oommunitj pays Rs. 1,28,000 
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onfer. That means 1 as against 21 or 4 11/13 or, say, 6, If yon taka 
ika iTeraga of these three then the strength comes to 7 out of 55. So 
they are entitled to 7 seats. In the place of that they have been given 
15 seats. They were given 13 seats before on the basis of Caloutta 
alone and now after the amalgamation of other areas, to whose popula- 
ation I shall come just now, they have been given 15 seats. Taking 
these new municipalities which have been added the figures wuuld come 
to this. You have for the whole of ('alcuttn, ('ossipore-t'hitpur, 
Maniktala and Oaiden Reach, all together, a population of 10j| lakhs. 
Out of that the total Muhammadan population is 260,000 roughly 
speaking. So that you have lOj lakhs on one side and 2) lakhs on the 
other. That gives, a.s I find on a calculation 5/21 of 03 seats, i.e., 15 
seats. That is what the Hon 'hie the Minister has l>e©n pleased to give 
them. Mind you, that is based only on one element of the considera- 
fion, namely, the numerical strength, the other elements which wuuld 
result in a disadvantage to the community have he^m ahsolutely left 
out. If along with that you take the rating and voting strength (1 
have not got the figures of the rating and voting strength of the out- 
lying municipalities; they have not got them, particularly the Harden 
Reach municipality have had no election up to this time) you will find that 
the seats given to the Muhammadans are more than what they are 
entjthvl to. If we take the present situation with regard to (hilcutta, 
what do we find? That on the basis of population alone they have got 
6^21 or 26 |M‘r cent, of the seats. I am only giving a rough figun*. 

Then, on the voting strength, they get 10 |>er cent., and on the 
rating strength they gtd 6 per cent. That amounts to 40 j>er cent, of 
the whole. If you take the average, it i8 3/40th of (>3 or 9 seats, while 
they are being given 16 seats. My friend over there now stands up 
and says, “ you are so good, so great, give us all that w’e want, double 
the number of seats,” and all that. Is this just? The Horjiorntion of 
Calcutta opposed the communal representation, op|)osod in the sense 
of a special electorate, but this Hou.se has accepted communal represent- 
ation for reasons which I need not dilate upon and which must he 
relegated to the realms of the past. We must lie prepared to accept 
the same. In fact we have accepted it already. Is that any reason 
why the Corporation should also agree to giving the Muhammadans the 
special privilege or indulgence (if I may say W)) of 15 seats on the basis 
of numerical strength only. Why should the other considerations bo 
overlooked? Is there any reason — 

My friend, Mr. 8yed Hasim Ali, said yesterday that be did not come 
with a beggar's bowl. Ho doubt every legislator ought to come with 
the balance of justice in his hands even. II they do so, what should 
be our attitude? If you want to gain a point from a communal point 
of view by all means do it, but that would not entitle you to make an 
unjust cl»im with regard to the extent of ike representation itself. If 
; » 
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you want to force that again here, because you have got the Bengal 
(Jharnljer of Commerce and the Ooverument at your ^ck a position 
which the Corporation has not got unfortunately, it will show the atti- 
tude that the Muhammadans are likely to take up in the Co;’{>o)’ation 
in enforcing their views when they are there. Would it be proper? 
You ought to accept what you are entitled to and nothing more. 
You iK)int out that you do not w^ant 25 pro-Hindu Muliammadans 
or Hinduised Muhammadans, you want only pucca Muhammadans 
to rej)resent your views. Tiiat was the opinion expressed from the 
right wing. From the left wing (^omes the suggestion that the 
MulucmnmdatJH ought to get much more than 15 seats. 

Is this just, is this proper that we should do this? If it were not, 
Sir, tliut the interests of the (^)riK>rati(>n had l)een affected, I would 
not have at all objected to this. I am going to pro|)OHe — in fact I 
had sent notice of an amendment— that at the highe.st 10 seats ought 
to Iw given to the Muhammadans. According to the calculations, 
they are entitled to 8 H/15 or 9 seats, and to give them the benefit of 
any doubt that might [lossibly arise, I say 10. Am I unjuKt? Is the 
Corporation view one whicdi ought not to be accepted? Are they 
entitlcMl to more than that? The numlx^r Id, if I reniembc'r right, was 
a (’oncession by the Hon’ble the Minister on the idea that there would 
lx* no demand for separate electorate; that was why he gave them more 
than their share; he overlcxiked the two important elements wliicb 
brought down the result to 7 in plac’e of 12, and neglec'ting these ele- 
ments he raised it to 1»1 and he gave to the Muhammadan (’ommunity 
Id seatjc, so that they would not claim anything like a s]>ecial elector- 
ate, he lx*ing in his heart of hearts opposed to a separate elertorate 

as he is Ixuind to lx*, because he is the fx»rson who is the father of 
Indian nationalism. I can very wdl understand what a strain it has Wn 
to him to accept this c'ompromise. I need not, however, dwell on these 
circumstances. But what I want to submit is that on these fac‘t8 and 
figures can any honest-minded man say that you are right in giving 
15 seats to Muhammadans, not to speak of their claiming more? 
Therefore, on behalf of the Cor|»oration, though unfortunately the 
Ooverument and the Bengal ChamWr of Commerce are not at the hack 
of the Corporation in the matter still I say what I consider it my duty 
to say, and I say it against the proi>osal of the Hoirhle the Minister 
w ho has made me the Chairman of the Corponition. that I am oppoainir 
him. (Hear, hear.) I am bound to say that, as I am here to reprfwient 
the interests of the Corporation and I shall be false to the trust which 
the Hon*hle the Minister has imposed upon me if I do not go against hia 
views and emphatically assert that this is wrong and unjust, because 
it will take away so many seats from the other ratepayers, non-Muham- 
madan ratepayers, in the Corporation. Is it that for 6,000 the interesta 
of the remaining 54,000 h«ve got to be overlooked altogether? I have 
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not got the advantage of having my own community to atand behind 
mo. If the Muhammadans have ever deserved communal reiireaentn- 
tion, their separate elw’torate, they deserved it yesterday by showing 
that they could stand as one man which we cannot do, and they have 
certainly deserved it. If I am ctmvinced of anything I am couvinbed 
that they deserve it and we do not. Then, again, 1 have another dis- 
advantage, namely, that 1 cannot hold out, on ladiulf of the C'oriMira^ 
tion and the non-Moslem < ommuiiify, an imimrlant thrt*at totheUovern- 
ment that I am going to wmk (he lleforms if you d(» not give us 
this. We are a motley <Tew : a’c cannot hold out Unit threat and 
iiohiHly would listen tti our threat at all, and Un'jiuse 1 taniiot hold out 
that tlmnit on l)ehalf of the ratepayers, is that a reason that whatever 
is just, whatever is reuMmuble ami that whatever is Isirne out hy fa<*is 
and figures have got t<» lie negUntwl? 1 (hen‘fore say t^iat on the 
facts and figures the Muhammadans cannot possibly exptnt more than 
9 seats and that 10 w'uts should l>e given U> them. ll‘»" 
adjust these seats in that gn»up, remains to l)e si'eu. There might he 
varic'us views, hut I think that this matter might uell he M'ttled by 
my friend, Mr. (J(K)de. in any way he likes. He knows more of the 
(’alrutta CorjM.ration than many of us here; he knows how (he Muhaiu- 
rnadan iwinilation is scattered here and in what strength in the various 
wards; and it could la* safely left to him for bringing it up 1 m' fora 
you hereafter. tMi the (juestion of ]irinriple, however, I submit that 
the Muliammadans are not entitled to more than 10 swfs, and, therefore, 

I jdaie It before the House for its acceptance. You cannot have iMith. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Alslur Haheem now move his amend- 
ment No. The form whic h his amendment will take is that his 

projKisal relating to communal representation 1 m* adapted to Schedule 
TIIA and In* further amended hy Ium pmiKisal in res|S‘ct of clauw* 12H. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM; In view of the immised strength of the 
Cor|K>ration, I l>eg leave to alter (he figures in my amendment, which 
. thus altered will read as follows: — 

** the total numl)er will Im* 75 instead of G7 councillors, elected IM 
follows : — 

45 hy general wnstitiiency • • •*’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What we ore now taking up is your amendment 
Ko. GH4, jKige 85 of the App»'ndix to the Inst of Amendments. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEBM: In view of the inclusion of Cossif*ore- 
Chitpur Maniktala and Harden Reach in (he jutimliction of the ('aleuiU 
Corporation, the total strength of the Corporation will is* increamul 
from 80 to 90. I suggest that the seaU to be allotted to Muhammadana 
be increased by two. 
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Mr. PRISIOENTt I cannot understand what your proposal exactly 
is. What you are proposing is that in Schedule inA(B) in the 
Muhammadan constituency 2 seats should be given to constituency No. I 
instead of 1. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM: The only alteration I suggest is that the 
number of Muhammadan seats be increased by two. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I appreciate it. You want to increase the 
number to 17; but to which of the Muhammadan constituencies do 
you wish to add the extra number? 

Mr, ABDUR RAHEEM: I would suggest, Sir, — 

1 in constituency No. 1, and 
1 in constituency No. 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Two more in Schedule IIIA( A).— Now, what 
is your amendment therefore to the non-Muhammadan constituency? 
If you wish to increase the Muhammadan raembt'rs from 15 to IT, you 
could do it in one ot two ways: either you reduce the non-Muham- 
madan meml^ers by 2, or you raise the total number of the meml)erH of 
the Corporation by 2. What is it that you suggest ? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM: I do not want to raise the total number. 
I want to reduce the non-Muhamroadaii constituency by 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must be specific. You must say definitely 
in which of the two non-Muhammadan constituencies you wish these 
reductions made. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHEEM: I wish to reduce one in Eumartuli and 
one in Burrabaxar. 

BaBu KI8H0RI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: 1 rise to support Babd 
Surendra Nath Mallik and oppose the resolution put forward by my 
friend. Maulvi A. K, Faxl-ul Haq. 1 really fail to understand why the 
number of Muhammadan seats should be increased. For the last 30 
years a triple formula is l>eing obser^’ed and Government cannot go 
behind it. Sir, when yesterday I saw the proposed amendment put 
forward by the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Bill, T wa« rather 
taken by surprise as to why many seats were going to be given to 
the Muhammadans, but when you gave your ruling that the number 
would be considered separately I was much’ relieved. It is a question 
of trial of strength. Sir, the Muhammadans have secured communal 
representation by a separate electorate. Under these circumstanoee 
it is umless to recapitulate what happened yesterday or say anything 
against the arrangement, but I must confess that they cannot, undtf any 
ciroumdlanoes whatever, claim more seat# than they are really ent^M 



:My friend, Mnolvi FatUtil Hnji, in mik^ iaeoiuuite&t wlien ke 
•nyn that Uie Muhammadan community in in no way behind the other 
otnmmunities* If it in so* why then this demand f Is it a queiiioa 
that they should be trained and for that purpose more seats are required f 
Training in what way? By friendly eo-operation or as rivals with aQ 
^ the feelings of an adversary? The difficulty ia that three bodiea--Uie 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, tbe Trades Issociation — and the Calcutta 
Port (Commissioners— have got 12 seats though they are not entitled to 
them on any calculation whatsoever. Sir Robert Watson*Smyth told 
us when the Bill was first intro<luced in this Council that it was not 
a question of amimunal lepresentation but it was really a questiou of 
nomination on account of their spei'ial importance. But by that 
arrangement the general ele<*troate loses much. Now an attempt is 
being made uguiu to give the Muhammadans more seats which means 
80 much loss to the general electorate or rather the nou>Muhammadan 
community. Is it at all justifiahle tlmt this slmuld be done? The 
sefmrate electorate is u great mi.schief; thereby a cleavage has been 
effected and 1 do not know when it will be bridged over or whether 
there is any chance of it or not. 

This demand for an increuw in the nutnl)er of seats has been 
encouragi'd, I must say, by Uoveinment. Sir, when leave wan given 
to introduce the Jtill, and when it was circulated for public opinion, 
it was done tin the clear understanding that the lioirble the Minister 
would go hv the opinion of the public; but now. Sir, there is no gain- 
saying the fact that public opinion is practically unanimous in condemn- 
ing the coniiminal H\stem of repiesentutiun 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We <lealt with this question yesterday, Kishori 
Babu. I want you to eonfiiie yourstdf to the question of the number, 
whether we shall have 1() or 17 or whether we should transfer a few 
seals from one constituency to another. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURIl 1 was saying that the 
Muhammadans were enctuiraged in their demand for communal repre- 
sentation by the unjustifiable attitude taken by the Government in this 
matter. That is my complaint. This Government measure which ori- 
ginally did not provide for communal representation for tbe Muham- 
madans subsequently did so owing to its partiality towards the Muham- 
madans. That is my complaint, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not understand what you are speaking 
about. Do I understand that you oppose Schedule IlIA altogether? 

SMhi KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDNURIt My position is that here 
the Muhammadans ahould not get more seats than they are entitled to, 
and I hope that in this matter Government will not take tbe position 
whidk it took yesterday. We were prepared to aj^iroach each other in 
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a friendly Hpirit but difficulties were created, and we were divided in « 
manner in which, but for the support of Covernment, this state of 
thiriffs would not have been achieved. Now wo have a very difficult 
situation to <leal with. A cleavage has already been created and my 
friend, Mr. Syed Nanim Ali, threatened uh that it we did not concede 
communal repreHentation to the Muhammadans, they w'ould wreck the 
Iteforms. lo my mind, Sir. the lleforms have been already w'recked 
by the de<‘iMion of the Council in favour of a sepamte electorate for 
the MuhammaduiiH. If again mure si'aiK are allowed to the Muham* 
raaduiiH HO much loss will be occasioned to the non-Muhammadan seats. 
On that ground 1 say that another injustice should not he done. The 
country will In* smarting under a sense of wrong done by the Govern- 
ment ill this affair. This is all that I wish to say in this matter. I 
appeal to the House to consider seriously whether more seats should 
Im* given to Muhammadans in our present circumstances. They should 
never In* given more seats than it is strictly within their rights to expect. 
Why do our Muhammadan friemls fear that there is no community of 
interest In'tweeii them and the Hindus ^ They al.so say that unless a 
Hi>eciul electorate is given them, true Muhainmadaiis cannot come to 
the (or|M)rution. Is there any reason, Sir, that if more seats than 
what they are justly entitled to, are not given them, true Muhammadans 
w'ill not get elect(*(lK Communal representation simply will not do, 
hut they must get a larger iiuml)er of seats for returning true Moslems! 

During the lust years, the Calcutta (Wpiration has Wn 
managed with a very limited numlier of Muhammadans. Before 1899 
a few Muhammadans could Ik* elected, hut since the dual (‘oii'^tituency 
was abolished, difficulties arose and under the present arrangement they 
cannot secure the election of Muliuiiiinadans. If, under these circuin- 
staiu'es, it was not |iossihle for Mithammadaivs to get retume<l, the 
non-Muhammadans were not to blame. Government had the right of 
nominating 15 memliers to it, hut why ilid it not nominate an adeijuate 
iiunib<*r of them Y Why was not Government approached by the Muham- 
muduns with this end in view? No transferred department was in 
existence then. The Hoirble Sir Surendrn Nath Banerjea was not 
there then. Why then was the Government not approached to giVe 
tlmm some true Muhammadans to pndect their interests. If it was 
not done then, why do they take this attitude nowf They do so now 
simply iH'cause of the unholy patronage extended to them by Govern- 
ment in this affair. 

I am of opinion that this,^rt of thing should not be permitted, and 
no more seats than they are entitled to should he allowed to our Moslem 
brethren. 

Btbll DEBi EROiAD KHAITANs My esteemed friend, Bmbu 
Surendra Nath Mallik, has in a precise and aiTurate manner put fbrward 
the case against any demand for an increased number of Muhammadan 
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apikU. He ha« given ibiti llouae «nd figures from wliicii it appeoin 
that our Muhuiumatlaii frieiulfl are not eutltled to more than 10 seats. 
1 do not want to go into that general question over aguiui exi'ept only 
to j>oint out that 1 just underntund that in Nawab Sir Syed Shama-uU 
Huda*H Hill, an well an l.ord Sinha’a Bill, only nine seats were reserviMl 
for Muhanunadauti. But there is tnie particular asiiect of the demaiui 
made by iny friend, Mauivi Kaid-ul Huq. which I want to |HUut out 
by s|H*c»nc reference to Ward No. 7 from which it will apfieur that if 
the itn i eased demand in granted, gieat injiiatiiH* will be done to other 
minor communities, like the Marwari community. It may be known 
to the memlKTH here that the Marwari community is itself a minor 
community, not next in imj)ortunce to the Muhammadan community. 
From (he figures it ap|H>HrH that from the jaMnls of view of |N)pu1ation, 
rating value, and voting strength, the Marwari coininunily cun claim 
(nu*-nnith of the seats. AMieii the Murwaris put forward their demand 
for some s^Hu iai tctogiiition. i>eraiise without some H|HU’iul recognition 
thev could not get into the ('oi}M)ration, they were told that hy misou 
of the incica.HtMl nunihcr of M-ats allotted in certain w'anls, like Ward 
No. 7, it miglit he |>o.ssihIc — not that it would 1 m» {xissihle. hut it might lie 
possible — fill the mciuliers of the Marwari community to gi*t in. Ward 
No. 7 is (Hie of the wards whi<'h was (Miinted out in that direction. If 
we turn to the figures uhout Ward No. 7, it apiBMira that out of the 
total numhet of v(»ieis (5thl7h). Ward No. 7 alone [K>ss<*sses 7.SUI 
voters, that is more ihari oiie-Hevenili, and calculating from the three 
?«)ints of Mcw that have been mentioned by Balm Surendm Nath Mallik 
it ap(H*ais that Ward No. 7 is really entitled to at least one-ninth of 
tin* total riumhei of seat.s in the piesluit t^iriNirutioii, that is, out tif the 55 
seats, Ward No. 7 could claim at least .*4ix seats. It is out of thesi^ Heata 
that at least three seats hud la^n given away to our Muhammadan 
friends and only thret* scats have Wi; propotwul by the (fo'vernmcnt to 
Ik» given to Ward No. 7, and now Mauivi Faal-ul Huq and Mr. Alalur 
liuhcein have made a joint demand that from these three seats one more 
neat shouhl Is* taken away and Ward No. 7 should l>e given only tw'o 
scats. No, in Calcutta, if there is any ward which is of a really cosmo- 
ptditan character, it is Ward No. 7. It is here that the Jews, 
Annenians, and even our Euro|)ean friend* are predominant by reason 
of their business houses and residences of non-European merchant* and 
other communities. If even from the three seats allotted to W’ard No. 7 
one is taken away, it will lie an act of great injustice to the large 
number of communities that reside and carry on their busiiiess in that 
ward. Under the circumstanc^es, I hope lhat at least Ward No. 7 will 
be spared the pruning knife of Mauivi Faxl-ul Haq and Mr. Alalur 
Rabeem. Whether they are entitled to a larger iiumlM»r of 
seats is altogether a different question. Personally I feel that they 
are entitled to a smaller number than they have been promised, but il 
they are to get a larger number of seats, 1 hope one minority will not 
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be allowed to derive the benefit at the expense of the other minority 
not less in importance than the ’ Muhammadan community. 1 may 
mention that whereas the European number of voters is 3,923, the 
Marwari community has 5>513, so that from the point of view of popu- 
lation and ratiiiff value, and from the point of view of voters as well, 
the Marwari community is better off than even the European community. 
The Muhammadan community are gettings 13 seats from their own 
special constituency, and even if they are given more seatg and if the 
pruning knife is applied further to Ward No. 7, the result will be that 
what little chance the Marwari have at present will be lost. In the 
circumstances I hojie that Ward No. 7 will not be touched. 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDs I beg to support the amendment of 
Maulvi A. K. Faxl-ul Haq. My friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, 
has pointed out in the Council that our numerical strength is 22 per cent., 
olir voting strength It) per cent., and our rating strength 5 per cent. The 
Hou’ble the Minister by taking the golden mean has allotted 13 seats. 
So it is neither favour nor frown. 

By the added area our position, according to the (’hairman of the 
Corporation, is about 25 per cent. ; we do not know the voting and rating 
strength there. In these municipalities Muhammadans had a superior 
position which they are going to lose by the amalgamation. In return 
for this we only demand that some more seats only should be given to us. 
That will not give us any superior p<»8ition. Still this wifi satisfy us. 
This is not a concession made in our favour hut only our legitimate share 
that we demand. In this, I hope, we ought to be supported by the 
Europeans and Hindus alike. Give every one his due is a noble saying. 
In the celebrated essay on Man and Gentleman we find, Sir, a gentleman 
is he who gives everyone his dues. Yesterday we have seen the goodness 
of the Government and the nobleness of the Europeans and Hindus in 
allowing communal representation to Mussalmans. To-day we are again 
before you only to demand our legitimate share. Of course we were 
told yesterday by the Hon’ble the Minister that for fear of his defeat 
■imply, the Minister accepted communal representation of the Mussal- 
mans. I think in the exuberance of desire the Hon*ble the Miniates 
said so to his over-sealous admirers and friends, but really it was his 
greatness of heart and nobleness of his friends, as also the Government, 
that led the Minister to accept the communal representation of the 
Mussalmans. We trust and hope that the same nobleness of heart of his 
friends and admirers will inspire them to make us their companions and 
camp followers — ^rather than be unjust to us by refusing our legitimate 
share. 


Mr. FREilDENTt As far as I can hear what you are saying you 
ere making a speech on the general question of communal representation. 
\Yhat 1 suggest to you to-day ia that you should oonfine your remaricii 
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to ilie subject-matter of the amendment as to whether you claim 10 or 
IT seats for Muhammadans. 

Mauivi RAF I U DO IN AHMED: With these words, 1 beg to support 
the motion of Mauivi Faal-ul Haq. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Mauki Kaal-ul llaq demands 
that the number of seats allotted to Muhammadans should be im reased 
from 15 to 21. What is the ground on which this demand is inadeK It 
is not the backwardness of the Muhammadan community, for Mr. Fusl-ul 
Haq strongly repudiates the idea that the Muhammadan (immunity is 
backward. Is it, then, on the ground of the special imimrtance of the 
community that he puts forward this claim If so, the other iHimmuni- 
ties are sure to join issue w^ith him. All the communities inhabiting 
India are equally important, and no community can be said to be more 
impiirtant than the others. All communities should be allowed to 
participate in the work of our public bodies, lint representation 
according to its numerical strength is the only thing which any, 
community can justly claim. I’nforlunutely a .system oi proportionate 
representation was not adopted by the government. A compromise was 
accepted yesterda\ ; and a fre.sh dilhculty has arisen to-day. Fiesh 
difhculties will continue to arise until we again make up our minds to 
stand on the ground of principle. Our Muhnnimudan friends have now 
secured a separate electorate to which I and many other members ot this 
Council have been strongly opposed. They were backed by the (iovern- 
ment and the iion-othcial European community and they gained their 
point. Aow they make the further demand that the number of .seats be 
increased beyond the proportion to which they are justly entitled. Why 
is this fresh demand put forwards The reason is not fur to seek. As 
Mr. Sustri puts it, “ communal representation grows by what it fmis 
on." I^t us have done with these petty and short-sighted ejLjiedients 
which can only lead to communal jealousies and conflic ts, and prove fatal 
to the progress of the country. Let us rather adopt some honest system 
of proportional representation, 1 oppose the amendment moved by 
Mauivi Fasl-ul Haq. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: 1 wish must emphatically to oppose this 
resolution put forward by Mauivi Farl-ul Haq and trust the House is 
already beginning to reap the fruits of this wretched compromise 
arrived at yesterday; and in this connection it is not without interest tq 
study the mentality of our Muhammadan friends in dealing with the 
situation as it is to-day as compared with what it was yesterday. What 
were their arguments before they got their communal representation 
yesterday, and wbat is their mentality to-day? One of the chief argu- 
ments we heard put forward yesterday, was we do not seek these seats 
are wiah to impose ourselvee upon our Hindu brethren ; not a 
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bit of it ; all we want is to get a fair chance of entering the municipality 
Jii order that we, a pcair backward community, may be able to learn 
something of the first essentials of politics.” That u-as their attitude 
while they were yet suppliants! But what is their attitude to-day? 

We carried the situation yesterday; we have got our coiuinunal rejwe- 
sentation ; wliat then is our position P Are we still the backward people 
are we still the community that has been unable to make full use of the 
advantages and privileges that western civilisation has to offer? Not 
a hit of It! We are the eijual of any section here in this House. But. 
stay, we have forgotten something. We have yet to ask for a few more 
^ats and therefore again we appeal to the enlightened community, our 
Hindu brethren, to give us these extra seats.” That is the difference in 
their mentality of yesterday and to-day. Yesterdav, our Muhammadan 
friends were impressing upon us the necessity that existed for their weak 
community to have a crutch on which to lean, the < nit< h of l ommunal 
representation; to-day they have mysteriouslv become the eioial of any 
section in Imlia ! Mr. Ahdur Uaheem approaches the subjei t in a some, 
what different way. He says: ” I do not want further seats for mv 
Muhammadan community ; all 1 want is to .see that the Hindus have rather 
fewer seats It is true that I lannot make my position stronger, hut 
if I cannot become stronger, J shall hh magnanimously content if the 
Hindus are made weaker !” The mutter aj.pears to me to sum up in this 

wmy. Our Muhummuduii friends have appealed to logic ; they must 

abide by logic. And the logical basis seems to be that, even grunting 
the extra seats which they hidd to lie theirs by virtue of the inclusion of 
the outside municifialities within the embrace of the Calcntla munici- 
pality, the utmost they should get is 1(1 seats. I hev have appealed to 

ogic and in thi they must stand by logic . They have appealed 

to l iornir aiici by (Umir’N (h«»y iouhI abide. 


MiUWi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUOHURI: ,Sir, the Muhammadan 
IHipulation IS oyer and above one-fourth of the total population in 
( alcutta and if that numlier be taken into consideration, the Muham- 
madans are entitled to more seats than those propo.sed by the Hoirble the 
AliniNter. 


Ill Bengal, us a wlude, the Muhammadans represent more than half 
the population of the province, and this half is comprised imactly of 
Muhammadan cultivators, Muhammadan weavers, and producers of silk- 
ccieoons, jute, paddy, hide and such other materials. Thus (’alcutta aa 
the centre of trade, is dependent to an apprei iable extent on Muhammadan 
labour and the mam income of (’alcutta accrues from the fruits of 
Muhammadan labour of Bengal (exclusive of Calcutta); so (be 
Muhniiiniadans ought to have a fair share of seats in the ('orooration. 
In the above cin umstonces. I appeal to the (!ouncil that 17 of the seat* 
may be aUow«l to the Muharamailans. With these temarks. I mpport 
the amendment. 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB OUPTA BaliadHrt It is a beautifuJ 

tangle we have got into. Thie Lh the renuli of a eonipniniiee being 
effected without firet settling all the terniH. 1 thought that the luatter 
was at au end ; that the number of Muhammadan counciilorH to be 
returned by election was also settled. I'lial was my imprt'ssion ; other- 
wise w’hat w'as the compromise Now it appears that the compromise was 
a compromise of principle, and that is the worst of it. Mr. Villiers has 
put it very nicely; that we are now' reaping the re.sult of life compromise 
based on no principle whatsoever. TtMluy, my Muhaiiituadan friends 
wiuit more seats than they are entitled to by their number, their voting 
strength, and their rating strength. Maulvi Faxl-ul Haq sa\s that theii; 
community is not bai kward. As far as 1 remember no member of thin 
House yesterday saiil tliat the Muliumimulans were baikwaid. 1 find 
them to be most forward when trying to induce the (loverimient to ucc'ept 
a position w'hich is not tenable on any political grounds. Now, if they 
are not backward they have got their communal representation, and what 
more do they want!' They now* say “ for the sake of liiemlsh»it let us 
have more esats.” Why, if you are not backward, you have got what 
ycni wanted; and not only that, though the llon'ble the Minister assured 
Un that it was to 1 k’ for nine years, they said “ we c an luing up a hill any 
day we choose to perpetuate the system of c’ommunal lepresentalioii.** 
So the sting of the whole thing is in its tail; and I am soiiy tliat there 
has been this (cimpronnse without settling all the terms. No iawynr 
would have chatted a dcK ument, whn h [uirportcal to be a deed of c ciin- 
proinise without tiist settling all the terms. If we go on disc usHiiig aboul 
thcc numlHU of neats to 1 m* allotted to Muhammadans, 1 do lurt know w hi*rc* 
we simll end. That being the position, 1 think this tangle has Wen 
unnecesHurily created. I do ncit know if it were in the terms of the 
compVomise, but whatever the (lovernment suggests in regard to tiio 
number of seats to l)e allotted in eac h ward, to each community, J think, 
we, as well as the Muhuiiiiiiadaiis, are lHuttid to accept that decision. 
ain^orrv now to find Maulvi Fazl-u) Hac| and some of his fneiidn standing 
forward, as they are, and asking for more seats. J strongly opiMise the 
demand. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADOY; 1 l>eg to opjKise the amendment of 
my esteemed friend, Maulvi A. K. Faxl-uj IIiu|, as well as Unit of 
Mr. Abdur Raheem. Sir, they have staled that the Calcutta (?c>r|)t>ra- 
tiun should be the training ground for Muhammadans. I lM*g to submit 
that it should not be so. A ImmIv that inc^urs an expenditure of about 
two crores of rutiees per annum should not lie taken as a Iruitiing 
ground for gentJemen who have not got sufficient ex{M^nence in the 
management of such concerns. I adroit that the Muhammudart tKijniJa* 
tion is about one-fourth of the total fiopulation of C^cuttu, but the 
diatribution of aeata should not be in aceortlam^ with pofiulatioiii 
Vut should be in acoonknoe with the amount ai rates and Uxes paid 
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to the Corporation. It appears from the note which was submitjted by 
tht Corporation of Calcutta in connection with the Bill of 1917 that 
the Muhammadan voters were only one- tenth of the total number of 
voters in the whole city; so it appears that though the Muhammadan 
population to the total population was 25*6 per cent., the number of 
Muhammadan voters was 10 per cent, only, and the percentage of 
Muhammadan votes to the total number of votes was 8*3; therefore, 
they are not entitled to get more than 9 seats. That was the reason why 
9 seats were allotted in the Bill of 1917. However, the Corporation 
were more liberal to them. In connection with the Bill of 1917, they 
suggested 11 seats; and so far as the Bill under consideration is con- 
cerned, the Corporation have suggested 13 seats, and this has also been 
accepted by the Select Committee. But us three municipnlities are 
going to be amalgamated with Calcutta, the Govcrnmeiit have thought 
lit to increase the number to 15; so it appears that the Government have 
been very liberal. However, my esteemed friend, Maulvi Syed Nasim 
Ali, has stated that be w*anted justice, not libeiality ; and theiefore, I am 
bound to say that instead of 15 seats, only 9 seats should be ulhitted to 
Muhammadans, because if we are to do justic e to the .Vtuhammadaiis we 
ought to do justice to other communities as well. In increasing the 
number of seats for Muhammadans it would he doing injustn e to the 
non-Muhammadans. What alKiut the Kuropeaus of Cahutta? They 
have 20 per cent, of the total voting strength. A\ hut ula.ut the Jews and 
Murwarisl^ Is it not a fact that the Murwaris have invested lakhs of 
rupees in landed property in Calcutta? Is ii not a fact that they contri- 
bute very heavily to the municipal funds? W'hut have we done for 
them? In 1918 the Corporation suggested that 4 seats should be 
reserved for the Murwaris of Calcutta; that suggestion was not accepted 
by Government. Is not that doing injustice? Not a single seal has 
been reserved for the Murwaris, They have th? greatest interest in the 
municipality and it should be doing injustice to them if we are to he too 
liberal to the Muhammadans. W'ith these remarks I oppose this nnteud. 
ment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURi: 1 move that (he 
question be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am going to call upon Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Wasimuddin Ahmed to speak. 

Khan SalUMlttr Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to support 
the amendment put forward by Mr. Raheem and urge that the Muham- 
madans should get 17 seats. It has been suggestetl that by several wuyo 
of calculation the Muhammadans cannot get more than 10 seats because 
they are poorer, pay less, and their rating tupaciiy is much less than some 
of the more fortunate communities in this town. But 1 submit in natters 
of Government, one, who can, pays ; and there are people who can pay as 
much as 10,000 other people ; but that is no reason a hy Governmeni 
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sloiild be inono^lised by that particular individual. 1 hat ia a queation 
of administration. There are Tarioua rommunitiea, some are p<K>r, some 
are rich, but all of them have to enjoy or suffer according to their number. 
So to my mind the percentage of population ia the best guide for deciding 
what should be the proportion of the particular community in the 
administration of that locality. 

My friend, Babu Surendra Nnth Mallik, has said that he has got an 
important trust to discharge; he has been requested by his Corporation to 
protest against the suggestion made by the Hon^Sle the Jlinister. From 
the Corporation, as it is (xinstituted, nothing l>etter than that could be 
expected. It is essentially a non-Muhammadan institution at present; 
so it is in the fitness of things that it entrusted its leader to tell this 
House that the Muhammadans should not be more than 9, and out of 
favour he would concede 10. 


There are some other gentlemen who also spoke in the swine fashion, 
but I say, whatever be the fate of the amendment of Maulvi Faxl-ui lluq, 
he has produced before the House a magic wand which shows peo ple in 
their true perspective, notwithstanding their brilliuiit < oloiir shown to 
the House on other (Mcasions. Yesterday we were entertained with 
speeches stating that Hindus and Muhammadans were as gomi as oiia 
another. We should not care whether a Muh.ammadan represents Hindu 
interests, ora Hindu, Muhammadan interesis; hut to-dny till these brilli- 
ant theories have been forgotten since Maulvi A. K. Faxbul Haq has 
demanded a few more seats, and I request Maulvi Fa*l-ul Haq to bear 
this in mind, that all that glitters is not gold. 

1 said yesterday w’e do not attach much importance to numbers because 
whatever be the numbers we cannot direct the policy of the Corporation. 
There are other communities which we do not want to belittle, but 
Muhammadans are also an important body. In view of the fact that 
Maniktala has been included in spite of the Muhammadan protest, I 
submit that Muhammadans should have 2 more seats. The demand 
of Mr. Abdur Kaheem is not extraordinary. You may give it or not, 
but you cannot say that l>ecause Muhammadans pay less than their more 
fortunate brethren that they should lie given less seats. 

Mr. Villiers was surprised at the mentality of the Muhammadans 
whom he would give only 10 seats. The Europeans carry on business 
in the town and pay more to the Corporation and they have lieen given 
more seats, but that is no reason why Muhammadans, who far surpass 
them in number but {lay less, should get less seats. The Chamber of 
Commerce has 6 seats. Why should Muhammadans bare less in 
proportion P Is it because they pay lessF That, I submit, should not 
be the standard. 


TIM Hoii’Mt Sir tUltffNOIIA NATH BANBMffAl Both Mr. %ed 
HiMim All and Maulvi Fail-ul Haq sounded a note in the course of thia 
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deWte which I welcome and which, I believe, the House will welcome 
also. Mr. Hyed Nasim Ali said that he would not accept on behalf of 
the Muhammadan (x)mmuuity anything more than that to which they 
were eiilitled. Mr. Fazl-ul Ila(| rei)eate<l the same demand in almost 
similar terms, lie said he would not rely for any gift or concession on 
the suffrage of any other community. I desire to take my stand upon 
the dictum of these two prominent members of the Mulmmmadan com* 
niuiiity. Maulvi Kuzl-ul Ha<| suggests that the Muhammadan commu- 
nity should have iJl seats which means that 0 more seats should be with- 
drawn from the general electorate. Does Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq really 
think that this is consistent with fairness and justice? From the facts to 
which 1 shall presently call attention it He<*ms to me that the demand 
is extravagant. Sir, we, us (lovernment, have j)roce<Mled ujxm what I 
have descrilKMl as the triple formula — the numerical stivngth, the voting 
strength, and the rating strength. It is u|K)n this basis that we allocate 
seats to Muhammadan r4*pr<>sentativeH in the mufassal municiimlities. It 
is U|K)n this hasis that niy hon'hle friend to my left, Balm Surendra 
Nath Mailik, pr(M‘(ssl(sl in moving his amendment in tliis (’ouncil. 
If w'e rely upon these thn*e fu<*torH there is no getting out of the iw)si- 
tion that the Muhumimiduiis should only get 10 seats arnl no more. 
Then tliere is the other fact. We had already provide<l in the Bill for 
Id s(*atM for Muhammadans, (iovernment is unwillijig to rt^ile fnun 
that |M>sition. Thendore, the Id s^mBs must remain and in view' of the 
fact that W'e have adde<l some areas to (’ulciitta, we are pi-epared to 
add more seats and make the total mimlH*r cotne up to 15 which, 

1 think, is fair, just, and even generous. Sir, the is>pulation of 
Cftleutta, enlarged as it is now in the Bill, is lOA lakhs: the Muhammadan 
js»pulation IsMiig lakhs or about one-fourth of tlie total. We give 
15 seats cmt of (id <‘l«H t4Ml seats or about one-fourth. Therefore, 
in allotting these seats t(» the Muhammadan community we 
withdraw’ tw'o of the restim tive clauses in favcmr of that com- 
munity and give them one-fourth of the electtMl seats. It is a little 
less, hut it has to r<Mm*mhere<i that Id seats already allotted are mueh 
in excess of the seats to which the Muhammadan community is entitled. 
Nor is this all. In making this allotment of 25 [)er (*ent., I followed a 
priM'edent which was Indore me. In a former Bill — in T*ord Sinha’s 
Bill of Hin — only 9 seats were allotted to Muhammadans out of a total 
of d7 elec’ted seats, that is alnrut ono-fourth <»f the total number. We 
also give them now alsmt one-fourth of the total numWr of elected 
seats, viz., 15 out of fid, Tbeiefon\ we iH»t only are just hut generous- 
If you wanted to lie strictly technical than we should have followed the 
triple fomula. We do not do that in (he present case. W’e withdraw 

2 of the it*strictive clauses in favour of the Muhammadan community 
confining oui‘s«4ves almost exclusivefy to the pi>int of {x>[>uIation, and 
relying ufKW the basis of pojwilation we give them 15 seats that is one* 
fourth of the total number to which they are entitled. And this was the 
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percentage wkich waa fixetl in the Bill of 1917 in which eommttnul 
repreaentaiion though not on a tninaiUiry Imais wiia alat> m'oin mended. 
Hierefore^ having regard to all these farts an<l considerationa I hope 
and trust that the House will a<‘(‘ej>t the rtM'oniraendation of the (fovern- 
naent, and may I request ray hon’ble friends, who moved the amendments, 
to withdraw themJ* I am sure Bahu Surtunlni Nath Mallik will with- 
draw his in favour of the Muhammadan I'ommunity for which we have 
all the highest resp<s t and whose welfare we so ardently desire, and I 
hope that my friends. Maulvi Farl-ul Hatj and Mr. Ahdur Uaheem, will 
also withdraw theirs. ^ 

Mmlvi A. Kt FAZL#UL HAQ; May I In* ^^ermitted to put a ques- 
tion to the Hon’ble the Ministery 

Mr. PRESIDENT • Yes, you may. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Sir. in that connect ion will you 
kindly |vrmit me to say a few words!* 

Mr. PRESIDENT : No. 1 am ufniid, not. No one krn>WM Indter than 
you that ycm cannot do that. Y<iu can only ask a sluwt (piestion. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: If it is C4»rrect that tlu* (lovernmeiit 
have flccidcfl out of their generosity — not merely justiei^-to allocate 
oru'-fourtli of the total mimlMT of seats to tin* Muhaminu<lans, is it not 
an ordinary anthmetnnl (ulculation that we are entitled to l(i seuis and 
not 15 <mt of the total nuiiils'rof ti'l seutsV 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Surely, Mr. Ifaq, (hat i» not a question; it is 
reall\ an argumentative |s)int. 

Before I put the (piestion 1 wmild like to make the fiosition clear to 
the ('ouncil. The main qu/*stion is (hat the new Sch(*<tule III A stand 
for (‘onsideration. lliat is (he Schedule ixduting to the transitory pro- 
vision of (he Bill which has Ihm*!! moveid on Is^half of tioverrinnuit. 7o 
certain items of that Sc hedule amendments have lieen mov(*d and I will 
put Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq's amendment first. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Befon* you put it to the House, Sir, 
I would ask leave to withdraw it. 

Maulvi A. Fazl-ul Haq*s motion was (hen, h.v leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Abdur Baheem’s motion was then put and lost. 

BNMi SURENORA NATH MALLIK: Sir, before you frat ray motion 
if you will allow me to say that in view of the fact that Maulvi Fazl-ul 
Haq had the good sense of withdrawing his motion, I, on behalf of the 
Corporation, would show a better sense by withdrawing mine. 
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Bahu Surpriflra Nath Mallik’.s motion was then, by leave of the 
Conrjcil, withdrawn. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (luestion now is that Schedule II I A be 
adojded as it stands. 

motion was put and agreeil to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; We shall now take up Schedule III as amended, 
and 1 jiroiKjse lo j>ut the amendments to this schedule, ward by ward. 

The fr)ll(jwin^ nndions were withdrawn: — 

Ward ;Vo. / Shfiinpukur. 

Hiat for the fi^oire 2 the fijfure be substitut(Ml. 

Ward .\o. 4 -SukeaM Strrrt. 

'Phat for the fi^nire 2 the ti^un* ‘1 be suhstitute<l. 

Ward No, •'> - J orahagan. 

That for the ti^oire 2 the ( 1^,0110 .3 Iw^ substituted. 

Bui I'anindialal Di* Bahadur Jiskfsl for leave to withdraw his notion 
on Wald No, S, ( 'o]l(K)tola. 

Btbu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN; Sir, my only objection to the 
withdrawal of (his amendment is that I believe that the allotment of 
only tliree .seat.s to Ward No S, 2 of them Ikmiii^^ re,>er\ed for Muham- 
madans, is due to a ('leiical error. Otheiwise 1 do md understand wliat 
reasons (hcK* can Ik* for takin^^ away a seat from this ward after nine 
years h*aving onl> 1 .seat to tiu' non-.Muhammadans as provided for 
under this Schedule? If vou launpare tins Schedule with S(“h<*dule IIIA, 
you will tind that Waid No. 2!t has be»‘n gi\(*n tlie right to n*turn I 
non-Muhammadan membei at juest'iit. and after It years, to return 2 
non-Muhammadan members. Originally it was intendeil to give 2 
seats to Ward No, 2lt from tin* start- at least that was so in the t\[>e- 
written (dp\ siijudied to me. But I fiml that it has Indii siib.sequently 
altered to 1. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We have finished with Schedule IITA, Mr, Khai- 
tnn. 

Btbu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN; I am only .showing how the 
mi.stake arose. But tliis alteration has not lH*en made in the tyjH*written 
ropy of Scheduh* III, If that alteration were made then Ward No. 29 
would have g(»t only 1. and Ward No. 8 would have got 4, 2 seats l»eing 
reservtnl for Muhammadans. 

!i may Ik* km>wn to many of m\ esttn'merl friends in thivS House 
that, owing to the o|H'rations of the Improvement Trust , Ward No. 8 
is developing very eonsiderahly. The (Vntral Avenue hii» lH*en opened 
there. The Sooiti Bagan StnM*t. Zakaria Street, ete., have l>een opened 
out and hig buildings are eoming into existence there. With the exten- 
sion of the Central Avenutv towanb the north and south, Ward No, 8 
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iumld show further developinentii. The Chitpur Hoed Spur i« nUo 
biilig opened out and Ward No. 8 in showing signs of oonsideraWe 
dev^iopiuent. So there is no reason why the right of returning 2 eoun- 
eillore from this ward by the non^Muhamniudans should be taken away 
— more so, as in the course of the next 9 years it will l»e further dere* 
loped to a consideralile degret*. Tlie Improvement Tniat has already got 
the sanction of (loveniment for the improvement of Burrabujuir where 
the Marwaris carry on their husiness. And when the ojierations of the 
Tnist begin then Ward No. 8 in the only ward where Marwari huMim^ss- 
men and Marwari n'sidenliul p«‘opIe a*ill have to shift. So that in the 
course of the next 9 years Wan! No. 8 will l)e one of the nuwt iinj»or* 
tant ('entres of Cah uttu. Tlierefon*, I nvould ask the Hon’ hie the Minis- 
ter in charge t(» hu'rease the nuinln'r of councillors t(> l)e returiUHl from 
that ward. 


In my previous s|aH*ch about Ward No. 7. I s\d>iiiitliMl that seisirate 
representation was not given to the .Marwari comiminity because it a'as 
thought that the Mtirwaris would be able to get n*turned from the 
genenil ele<*torHte of Ward No. 8. Hut if you only allot 1 seat to this 
ward after 9 years, it will be alnuwt inijswisilde for a meinlH»r of a 
minor (oinmunity to get returmnl from that ward. At present (JUt of a 
total numlx'r of in that ward only 275 are Marwaris, If it is 

thought that Ward Ni>, 29 has greater idaims to have an additional 
repre>entative after 9 years then, in my opinion, that should 1 h* pro- 
vided for by muninution or any other way (lovernmenl may think fit, 
but not at the exptmse of Ward .N*). H. Is it btuause the Marwari com- 
munity is backward ami m)n-\o<‘iil, that this right is lieing taken away 
from them? If you follow tlie triple formula, ih(»n the Marwaris are 
entitled to 7 seats. After 9 years, when AVnrd No. 8 will Ix^ still 
further develo|SHl, it is but right that it should have the right of return- 
ing two Councillors to the ('(»r|H>n4tion. 


Mf. PRESIDENT: Do 1 understand you to suggest that you are 
moving Rai Funindnihil 1)»* Hahadiir’s amendment— sulwiituticui of 4 
for dh The numlnT of wnits loaording to the Government Schedule 
is 3 and your suggestion is to sulmtitute 4 for 3. 

Babu DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: Yes. Sir, that is so. 


Mr. S. W. COODE: 1 may at once lalmit that there is some force 
in the argument which Mr. Khaitan has raiswl. Hut 1 think he will 
realise that it has been an exceedingly difficult business them* 

schedules fit into one another. If he looks at Scheilule III A. he will 
find that the Muhammadan communities are dividei] with groups and 
that we are there allowed some elasticity in placing the Muhammaflan 
melnbers lor whom seats should he reserved. But when we come to 
in* wt ait at once confronted with the difficulty of having to 
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allocate Muhammadan aeats to a specific constituency. That rendered 
it extremely difficult, tied down as we were to numbers, to produce a 
scheme which fitted in with the figures of imputation, rating, and other 
claims. We were, therefore, compelled to reduce Collootola from iti 
4 seats to 3, of which 2 are t(» be reserved for Muhammadans in view 
of the imjmrtance of the Muhammadan community in that locality. I 
approached Babu Sur(?ndra Nath Mnllik and suggested to him that the 
difficulty might Im obviated if he would place at my disposal one of the 
seats from the Bhowaniimre wards. But I did not find that he accepted 
the suggestion with any very great enthusiasm. We ultimately pro- 
duced the Schedule which is now ludore the House. But I do agree 
that there is great force in what Mr. Khuitun says that the Marwaris, 
for whom we are anxious to find adecpiate Representation, have, during 
receivt years, owing to the oix'rations of the Improvement Trust, drifted 
more and more into (’ollootola and it would he, 1 think, a good thing if 
we could find another place in that constituency in order that the Mar- 
wari community may have u Indter opjmrt unity of obtaining their fair 
share of repnwntntion. This can be arranged by taking away one seat 
from Kuraartuli (Ward No. 2) and allotting it to Ward No, 8 so as to 
restore it to its original number of seats, flml is to say, 4 seats, 2 being 
reserved for Muhammadans, and fioveniment is prepared to consider 
this proiKKsition, But this would Im traversing grounds which we have 
left l>ehind as we have already jmssi^d W^urd No. 2. I am reluctant to 
do this, but if you would iKUinit me. Sir. I would move an amendment 
on that line. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Will that satisfy you, Mr. KhaitunV Mr. (J(M)de 
proimses to take awav one seat from Ward No. 2 and allot it to Ward 
No. 8. 

BalHi DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: 1 ma y at ont'e say that it will 
satisfy me. But if Mr, (lowle finds any difficulty almut the mutter, I 
would suggest that he should lake it out of Ward No. 29. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Thert^ is no difficulty, Mr. Goode has made the 
offer. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: It would Wim{>ossible to make any other a iron ge- 
nient. With your iH*rmission, Sir, I will move that one seat be taken 
away from Humnrtuli non-Muhammadaii and added to the nun>Mubam- 
dan seat against Collootola 

The motion was then put in (he foUowiug fonn and agreed to. 

In Schedule III* A — General Constituencies, in the entry relating to 
Kumartuli in column 3, for the word Two ” the word ** One ** be iuV 
stituted, and in the entry relating to Collootola in column 3 for the Hond 
** Three ** the wt«d ** Four ** be subetituted. * 'i 
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lUnrrf .Vo //, PmiStpulur — yumher of aUotted 1 

The following motion was, in the absence of the tnovera, deemed to be 
withdrawn ; — 

“That for the figure 1, the figure 2 W substituted/’ 

Rai Fanindralal I)e Bahadur’s motion which was identical waa, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

U’ord .Vo. /J, Fentru'k liaznt SumUrr of $ratf aUotird /. 

The following motion wun, in the absence of the movers, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

’* That for flie figure 1, tin* figure 2 Ih* substituted.” 

Kai Fanindralul De Buhudur’.s motion ahich a’as identical was, 
by leavf of the Coumil witlidriiwn. 


11 ord .Vo. Ti'nt/nf- .Xuntht r of xeaU ullotteH /. 

Hubu Amulva Dlione A(hi> being ab'cnt, the following motion stand- 
ing in hi** nano* wuh deemed to be witlolrawn ; - - 

“That in S( IomIuIc III in the ge.neial *‘<fnstitueucies — 

(/i after the entr\ relating to ‘ Bamun liustw,’ in line 18, the 
following he iriHt'rted, namely: — 

‘ Hastings Ward No. 18 One;* 

(2) (he entrie** relating to 'I’angra aiul Tollyganj, lines 21 and 2'», 
Ih* omitted. 

(J) for tlie word ‘ Ballyganj,’ line 22, in lolumn 1, the words 
V * Ballyganj and 'rollyganj,* and for the words * Watganj 
and Hastings,’ in line 27, in column 1, the word ‘ Watganj* 
bo substituted; and 

t^) in column 2 the nuiuber.s of wards from 10 onwards l>e 
miumlwred.” 


Warr/ .Vo, 23", Hkommipvf— Number of »eat$ allottefi 2. 

The following motion otanding in the name of Rai Fanindralal I)« 
Bahadur was, by leave of the CounciL withdrawn: — 

“That to the figure 2 the figure 1 be suhatituted.” 

21a 
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Ward No. 24t Alipore — Number of seait allotted 1, 


Babu Ainulya Dhone Addy lM*ing absent, tha following motion stand- 
ing in his name was deemed to be w'ithdinwn : — 

llmt Schedule HI be »o amended as to <livide Ward No. 24 into 
two Hfidlouft Nos. 24 A and 24B and that ofie seat be allotted to each 
section.^’ 


Ward No. 27, Maoiktala {Manikuda North) — Number of feats allotted 2. 

Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: 1 beg to move that for the figure 2, the 
tigure il he substituted. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: T think if Mr. Mahboob Aley w’ere to study the 
figures, he will agree that a rathei li!>eiHl lepiesentation has been given 
to Maniktnia. Maniktala has Ihmmi giv<‘!i 5 seats out of lb seats j^rovidcnl 
for the added area. I think it in a fair representation : it is more than 
tlie resiilents of Maniktala originally asked for and even in a more recent 
petition they only asked for b and we have given them 5. So we 
may assume that the residents of that municipality will not be diswitis- 
fi(*d. I hope Mr. Mahboob Aley will not press this amendment. 

^ The motion wuis then, by leave of tin* Council, witlidrawn. 

Halm Hem Chandra Nasker's motion, which was identical, was also 
by buNe of the Coum il withdruwPti. 


Ward No. 2S, ffehaffhata— Number of seats allotted 3. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the movers, deemed to 
I e witlidrawn ; - - 

“ That for the figure d, the figure 2 U' substituted.” 

Hai Fanindralal l)e Hahadur's motion whioh was idonfieal was, by 
leave of the ('ouncil, w itluirawn. 


Ward No. 2.9. Satpukur-^Nirmber of smds allotted 2, « 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Surendrt Nath 
Mallik was. by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That for the fiipure 2,Jhe figure I ba iubstituted/* 
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The fbllowing motion sianding* in the name ♦£ Hahu Svirendra Nath 
Mallik wan, by leave of the ruuncil, withdrawn: — 

“ That for the fi^jure 3, the hipire 2 \>e substituted/’ 

The following moti<in standing in the name of Itaju Keshee ('ase laiw 
was, by leave of the (’oum il, wiihilrawn : — 

That at the end of ‘ A -(teTierul t’ornititiieni ies ’ iti SeloMlule 111, 
the following, Ik* insrjttMl numel\ : — 

‘ Ward No. ‘J!* . . 'rhnn*. 

(V)SHi|H)re-('hitpur . . Ward No. dll ... 'I’wo.’ 


11 iird .\ d'J. (ttirdi n liCOidt .\ timbt r nf suits nUotted 4, 

'riu* ftdhiwing mohon standing in ihe fuimo of Mr. S. (’. Stuart- 
W illianj> aa», h\ <d thr ('oonril, uitloiiuwn; 

“ 1 hat foi tlo’ figun* 1, the figure < be Miib*»liltite<l/* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nnu ae <onie to the various aiuendineiits «iu the 
subjeet of M uhainioadafi lejoeM'iitatioli. 

I'he following motions were <leeme<l to be withdrawn 

“ That for Si lo'dule III, ' A,- (leneial ( 'onst)tii(*neieN ’ the follow- 
ing Ik* substituted, namelv : — 


' X.-deneral constituencies. 


Shampiikur 

... AVard No. 1 

'I’wi* j 


Kumnrtuli 

... Ward No. 

Two 

i hio. 

Baidola 

Ward No. 3 

Two ] 


Sukeaa Street 

... Ward No. 4 

Twi» 


J orubagan 

... Ward No. 6 

’Fhree 

One. 

Joraaanko 

Ward No. C 

Tw<» 


Bara Baaar 

... W’ard No. 7 

Thrt*e 

1 Two. 

Collo(dalu 

... Ward No. 8 

Four 

Muchiimra 

... Wanl No. S 

Thrw 

One. 

Bow Barear 

.. Ward No. 10 

Two 


Padda|>ukur 

... Ward No. ]] 

Two 

1 One. 

Waterloo Street 

.. Ward No. J2 

One , 
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Fenwick Bazar 

... Ward No. 13 

Two ) 

One. 

laltola 

... Ward No. 14 

Two ) 

Kalinga 

... Ward No. 15 

One ^ 


Park Street 

... Ward No. 16 

One 

One. 

Bamun Buatee 

... Ward No. 17 

One 1 

Entally 

... Ward No. 18 

Two J 


Beniapukur 

... Ward No. 19 

Tw’o 

1 One. 

Tangra 

... Ward No. 20 

One 

Ballyganj 

... Ward No. 21 

Two 

1 

Tollyganj 

... Ward No. 22 

One 

' One. 

Bhowanipur 

... Ward No. 23 

Three ^ 

1 

Alij)ore 

... Ward No. 24 

One 

1 One. 

Ekl»aliH>ro 

... Ward No. 25 

Two 

Walgunj and Hufltings Ward No, 20 

Two 

One. 

Maniktalu North 

... Ward No. 27 

Two 

1 One.* 

Miiniktala South 

Ward No. 28 

Two 


“ That in Schodult* III Utr ihr (*ntri(‘s uiuUt tin* hciul ‘ A.~ (ienerttl 
CoHHtitu<^ncit*H ’ tli« following bt* Hulmlilutod : — 


‘ A ; — General eonstituemiex. 


Shanipukur 

... Ward N«». 1 

Two 

t )ne. 

Kunmrtuli 

... Ward No. 2 

Two 

Bartola 

... Ward No. 3 

Two 

One. 

Sukeaa Street 

Ward No. 4 

3'wo 

Jonibagun 

... Ward No. 5 

ThrtMj 

One. 

JuraHauko 

Ward No. G 

Two 

Bara Baiar 

... Ward Na T 

Thn^e 

One. 

(\>llm>tola 

Wald No. 8 

Four 

Two. 

Murhipara 

... Ward No. 9 

Three 

One. 

Bow Bazar 

... Ward 

No. 10 

Two 

One. 

Paddapukur 

... Ward No. 11 

Two ■ 

1 One, 

Waterloo Street 

... Ward 

No. 12 

One j 

Fenwick Baiar 

... Ward No. 13 

Two 

One. 

Taltola 

... Wait! No. 14 

Two 

One. 

Kalinga 

... Wartl No. 15 

One ] 

1 One. 

Park 

... W^artl No. 16 

One j 

Bamun Bustee 

... Ward No. 17 

One 

One. 

fintally 

... Wan! No. 18 

Two 

One. 

Beniapukur 

... War^ No. 19 

Two 

One. 
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TlM3gra 

Ward No. 20 

(hie 

1 One. 

Bally ga 11 j 

... Ward No. 21 

Two 

Tolly gun j 

... Waid No. 22 

( hie ] 

1 

Bhowanipur 

... Ward No. 23 

Three 

^ One. 

Alipore 

... Ward No. 24 

One J 

1 

Ekbalpore 

... AVard No. 2o 

Two 


Watganj and Haatinga Wanl No, 2C 

Two 

One.' 


“ lluit in SrhtHlule III f<»r tiu* otitrie« in roluintiH ,*3 and 4 tb« 
general ronMtituencief<, the following wortk and hruoketa la* aubatituted, 
namely : — 


•Two ...) 

Two 
Two 
Two 
Throe 
Two 

Three ... , 

Four ...j 

Three 
Tw<» 

Two 
One 




Two 

Two 

One 

One 

One 


•1 

. I 

^Two. 

-I 

J 


Two 

Two 

On«» 

Two 

One 

Throe 

One 

Two 

'I’wo 

Two 

Two 


One. 

I One. 

1 

I 

(-Two. 

J 

I Two.' " 


Tlmt in JS< 


hedule III 


‘ A. — (ieiieral ( onatituem ie 


for ooluinna d and 4 under the heading 
m’ the following Ik* auhatituteal, niiinely : — 


3. 


' Two. 


Two. 


Two. 


Two. 


Three. 


Two 

One. 

Three 

Two. 

Four 

Three, 

Three 

One. 

Two 

(foe 





CAtCtfTTA MUNICli»AL BILL. 


Two. 

One. 

Two 

Two 

One. 

One. 

One. 

Two 

Two 

One. 

Two 

( )iie 

Tluee. 

On(‘. 

Two 

7’wo 

Two 

Two 


One. 

One. 


One. 

One. 

One. 

r>ne. 


One. 
One. 
One. 
One ’ ’ 


[HOtbPkm.. 


Ihut it, Scltclule III for roUniWH 3 un.l 
tilted, intniely : — 


T IIU* 


I n j 


tfT' nu 




d. 

Two. 

Two. 

Two. 

Two. 

Three. 

Two. 

Three 

Four 

Three 

Two 

Two. 

One. 

Two 

Two 

One. 

One. 


Two. 

Three, 

Two. 

One, 


One. 

One. 
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One. 



Two 

One. 


Two 

One. 


One 

One. 


Two 

One. 


One 

One. 


Thn»e 

One. 


One. 



Two 

One. 


' Two 

One. 


'I'W’O 

t )ne. 


Two 

On©.’ 


“ Tlmt in Schedule III, <t)juinn 1 (uiiihImm of seats iih hided in 
('oluMin d reMTved toi M uhaniiuadaii'-h the. iolh»\\in|; im remenl** in uuiu< 
f>er Im* made, iiamidy 

‘ Wald No. 11 fnun (hu* (<» Two. 

Ward No. I-’) from ml to One 
WukI Nti. hS iiom One to Two 
AVaid N«j. 1!) fic'in One loTwi» 

WanI No. fiuin One to 'I’wd 
W ard No, dl fi^mi One to'l'wo.’ 


“ That in Schedule III the follow in^f lie inserted at the emi of (he 
list of general ( ontingenei«*s, naimdy: — 

‘ Sutpuknr ... Ward No. ... One 

lielgjiudiia Waul No, dO ... Twu ... (tm*. 

CoH.*>iiK)re ... Ward No. dj ... 'I'wo ... Ono,’ " 

“ That in the projKrsed St hedult^ III, List of (’ontiiigeneies — 

‘ That f<»r Ward No. 8, numb<»r of seals ineluded in column 8 
reserved for Muhammadaus, the word ‘one' 1 h» substituted 
for the word two ’ and one seat l>e reserved for Muhammadans 
for Ward No. 29. 

(6) That if amendment (a) be carrie<l, for Ward No, 8, the word 
‘four’ be substituted for the word ‘three,’ and for Ward 
No. 29 the word ‘ one ’ be aubatitued for the word ' two.’ ” 
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** That in Hrhedul© HI, A. — (General ConMtituencies, for the word»— 

* Ward No. 27 ... Two. 

Ward No. 28 ... Two ... One ’ 

the words ‘ W^ard No. 27 ... Three ... One 

Ward No. 28 ... Three ... One ' he substituted.’^ 

** I’hat in Schedule III, A. Oeneral (’onstituencies, last hut one 
entry, column 4, a^raiiist Kaniklala Nmth, Ward No. 27, the word 
‘ One ’ he added.” 

That in Schedule U1 the followinir he inserted at the end of the 
list of A. — Oeneral (.'onstitueneie.s, namely: — 

‘ Ourden Ileach ... Ward No. 29 ... Two ... One.’ ” 

” That at thc' end of ‘ A. — Oeneral conHtitijen( i<‘H ’ in Schedule III, 
the followin;r he inserted, namely: — 

M.'OSMi[>ore-0ljit|)ur . . Ward No. 29 'rhr(*<*, 

(\>H8i|K)re-0hiti)ur ... Ward No. 80 ... Two.’ ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: K umar Suhih, will you i>h‘ase take the Chair for 
a few minutes!^ The Deputy- President wants t(> sjanik on this motion. 

Ktiinar Shih Shekhareswai Kay then took th(‘ ('hair. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: I move that in Stdiedule III, 
B. — Special Constituencie.s and in iSchedule 111 A.C. — .s])eciul I'onsti- 
tuenries — 

(t) for the word ” six ” in column 8 against “ Benfral Chamber 
of Commerce ” the word ” four ” l>e substituted; 

(if) for the word ** four *’ in column 8 ag^ainst ” Calcutta Trades 
Assmdation ” the word ” two ” lie substituted; 

(ill) the following four new entries he made at the end of the list, 
namely : — 


Calcutta University 

Non-territorial 

Two. 

Bengal National CTiamlier 



of Commerce 

Non-territorial 

Two. 

Marwari Assot iation 

Non-territorial 

Two. 

Bengal Mahajan Sahha 

Non-territorial 

One.” 
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My object ia moving this amendme^it is that I wish to reduce Uie 
nuinWr of seats which have been al)otte«l to the Dengal Chamber of 
domnieri'e and the Calcutta IVaiich AsMiciation — two Kuniinnin com- 
oiorciul l/odies — and to allot scuts to three lty;liuii lomuieiciul iKwliee 
and cue e(lucati«>!ial iiiNtitutioii, namely, the C'alcutta rniversiiv. Sir, 
to mo it apiH‘ars tliat the reprcwntatiou uhi<'h is Miught to ho given to 
the Bengal (vhamlM*r of Commerce is a little too mmh. 1 also think 
that the Calcutta Trades Assot iation does not des«*rve to tiuce four 
reproHontatives nu tlio ('ah utia ('orptualion. At the Name time a gmit 
injustice is sought t(> he dtujc to two or tlire*e Indian ccminuMcial iKHlies, 
namely, the Bengal National ChamlnT of (‘ominerce. the Marwari 
Association, and the Bengal Mahajan Sahha. Now what is the gnmnd 
on which represtoitaticjii is sought to he allotte<l tt) these hodics)* It 
is thought, I Indieve. proper to allow the Kuropean cumincn ial bodies 
to send representatives to the Corjsuation in order that th(*y ina\ look 
after trade interests. Now, theie are \ejy influential Iinlian Innhng 
lH>dics which also demand »<‘preseiitaf n»n ami which aie justly entitled 
^ it. The Bengal National ChamlnT of Commerce is entitled tit send 
two rejiresentatives ami the Maiwaiv A!>.>o< lai mn ami the Mahujan 
Sahha one repieseiiiat ire each to tins Council. Besides, these three 
hmlies are entitled ulternateh to semi om* represent at ire to fin* Indian 
liCgislative Assemblv. Non, is it ughl and projier to (lepri\<* tliew* 
(ummerciul hodn's. whi* It aie sii influential ami ho important, of their 
right to ri'turn re[iic*M*ntati\i*s to tlie Cah iitta t 'orjmrat ion y If Kuro- 
pean trade interests are impoitant. no b'ss important are Indian traile 
interest. 

Then I come to the (’ulcutta I nivemity. If n^prest^ntal ion is hased 
on interests, 1 do not see why the educational intcrcMts of the city Hhouhl 
be left unrepresented. In this ciumeclion. I may In* alh»we<l to indulge 
in a bit of ancient history. When the Calcutta Municipal Bill 
of 181)9 was under consideration in the Bengal Ia*gislati vi* ( oulicil, 
Babu (now Sir) Surendra Nath Baiierjea moveil an amendment to this 
very effect. I know his |M>siti(}n has tiow’ changed, hut let us hcyjM* 
his angle of vision has not changt*<l. Balm Surendtu Nath Banerjea 
proposed to give wnits to the Calcutta Criiverstit^ , to the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, ami to the Marwari Association. The 
Bengal Mahajun Sahha had not yet lieioroe imfsirtant and it w'us left 
out. This proposal, I may ud<l, had the hetirty supjMirt of all the elw ted 
memh(*rs of (he Ti<»g»slati\e f'ouncil including Dr. Asut<»sh Mukharji, 
Raja Sashi Shekareswar Uuv Bahadur of Tahirpur, the lute lamented 
Babu Baikunta NatK Sen, and Mr. J. G. Apear. I may add one word to 
the claims of the Calcutta University. When this Bill was being con- 
sidered in the Bengal f/egislative Council in 1899, Mr. Baker (after- 
wards Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal) opiKwed the projirawl to give 
a seat to the Calcutta t'niversity on two grounds. If is first ground was 
ilmt the Calcutta University was an e^^amining body, and it was not 
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localized. Sir, things Lave changed considerably since then. The 
Calcutta University is no longer an examining body pure and simple. 

The Hen’Me Sir SUQENDRA NATH BANERJEA: What was the 
other reason? 

Dr. RRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: I shall come to it presently. 
In fact, the teaching activities of the Calcutta University have now 
become so im|X)rtu«t as to engage the serious attention of the Minister 
of Education and of some members of this Council. 

Mr. Bake r’s second ground was that the (Calcutta Corporation had 
nothing to do with education. Well, in this respt*ct some change has 
bi‘en made, although J think the change has not been commensurate 
with the needs of the time. T find that in the Bill under considera- 
tion, under the heading “ Spe<‘ial duties of the ('orporation,” educa- 
tion is in<duded, and I hope and tni.st that in the near future the 
educatioiml activities of the (bilcutta (’orj>(>ration will become far more 
important than they are at the pres(»nt moment. , 

Now considei’ing these facts 1 think it is v(*ry importa!]t that some 
representation should be given to the Calcutta Ciiiversity. If Uie 
learned men who adfun that Imdy send representativ(‘s to tlie Calcutta 
(^or|)oratjon, it will be greatly benefited. Tho ad\i<‘e of emirjent 
pliysi(’ian.H, engineers, and educational experts is sure to be ot gie.it 
help to the irpomtion. I hope, therefore, that the Hoo'hle the 
Minister will see his way to accept this annuidment. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): It is with 
very gieat pleasun* that 1 supi>ort tiiis amendment of Dr. Ibiuerjca fu» 
giving a .seat to the University of Calcutta. J)r, Baiierjea has already 
sail! that tliis matter came up before the (amncil in the ywir 1899 when 
the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1888 was amended. We find from the 
proceedings of the Bengal ]iegislati%e (^>uncil for the year 1899 that 
the pro|K)sal, which is now* Iwung um<le by Dr. Banorjea, was made by 
the Ifon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea as he then was. He asked 
for two seats, wherea.s the member, who rejireseiited the ('alcutt^ 
University in the Bengal Legi.slative Coum il, Babu Asutosh Mukherji, 
asked for only one. Well, as has been said by Dr. Banerjea, what 
were the grounds on which the Hon’ble Mr. Baker oppo.sed the demand 
of the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea? His gmunds were first, 
that the <'*alcuta University was simply an examining body and that its 
activities were spread throughout Bengal, Assam and Burma; sesMmdily, 
that the (Calcutta Corimrution was not at all connected with, or 
interesttnl in, education because it only sjient Rs. 3,000 on primary 
e<lucation in the added area. These were the twro grounds upon which 
Mr. Baker opjxised the amendment of the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Bnnerjea. Now, as we all know, the state of things has quite dianged. 



CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


an 

SW Calcutta University Las a }K>iit«gniduate teaching claim oonsiating 
of more than 2,000 hoyt^; it has got a l^aw College of more than 2,000 
boys; it has got at least 10 to 12 hostels cHiiisistiug of Hindu and 
Muhammadan bins from the diffeient jiarts of Bengal, and it has got 
a number of inedital itisp^^ tois to look after the health of the lK)ys 
and the sanitation of the hostels where the hoys live, (hi the other 
hand the Cub'utta ( ’or|M>rati(Hi will luive to pay alsiut Ks. 3 lakhs for j»ri* 
niary education and it now gives a handsome contrihiition to the Ihdgachia 
Medical College. So not only the activities of (he ('aleutta University 
have iiiciea.H«*d but tlu* Calrutta Coi|H>nitit>n itself will have to sjmnd 
substantial ainoniit in edination. Now. such Ixdng the case, how is 
it that we timl a jH>pular MnuStei not gi\ing at least one sinit to the 
Calcutta T iiiv<*rsit\. We all know full well that (he Act of IHJHI was 
the hnndieraft ef a hidels>und buieauerat. NoW' we have gid a jsipular 
Minister in ( bulge of the Ihm uI SelM M»vernment }arrtfoli(K - have 
now an ndniinistral ion uhnli is of the people, hy the p«s»ple and for 
the |H'(Sple. That is (he ( haiigi* whi<tli has come over us. I hojH* my 
friends from the nmtassal lK>th Hindu and Muhammadan, W'ill all vote 
in favour of this amendiin’til h(M-au*»e th(»y are all in(«*rest«*d in it as 
fheir children all come and live in Calcutta for edination and live in 
hostels which arc swpervis(*d h\ (he (ah iilta Cniversity. 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: I move that in Schedule III to 
the list of '* B — SjMM lal (’oristitiienci(*s,*' and in Sclu'dule III A. 

“ Spe( iai (’on'‘tituenf'i<‘s,” namely: — 

“ Hengal National Chainl»er 

cdComnieice Non-territorial ... I'wo. 

Marwari Ass^wiation Non-ten ilorial ... Two, 

I niversity of ('ah uttu ... Noii-liMTilurial ... Hm?.** 

It is (‘omimuee that has iinole (’alcuttii w hat it is. If you. take 
away trade, ami commerce liom (’ul<ut(a. it would be nothing but a 
imtfussal city like I’atnu, Dacca oi Btirdwari. Theiefore, the improve- 
ment of Calcutta i> due to < omineree, and (hat is the n*uHon why Oovera- 
ment has l^een pleased to allot a large numl>er of seats td the Bengal 
Chamlwr of (N)mmerce, (he (’aleiitta Trades Assm iation, and the Port 
Commissioners of ('abmtta. They have not only done that but also have 
increanul (he numl)er of ^eals to (he Bengal CharnWr of Commerce. 
That is the reason why 1 ls*g to submit that ( ertain seats should Iw allotted 
to Indian trade, Indian industries, and Indian commerce. 

As regards the Bengal National Chamlier of Commerce, I may be 
allowed to say that their claims have }ong lieen rei ognijted by the Govern- 
ment. It ha# l>fen stated from time to time that it wa# nothing hut on#- 
man shtnv, but circumstance# bare materially altered. It now conniiti 
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of 200 members, most of whom are leading merchanta and Indian gentle- 
men interested in industries. The Govarnment has been pleased to allow 
this Chamber to be represented in several public bodies, viz., the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust, the Calcutta Port Trust, Standing Waterways Com- 
mittee, the Govenimeiit Commercial Institute Board, Bengal Smoke- 
Nuisance Committee, Fire (Control Committee, and similar public bodies. 
The Government has been pleased to allot sc'.ais to this Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Marwari Association in the Bengal 
JjCgislative (omicil. Not only that, the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce has been allowed to have a re]»rpsentative in the Indian Legis- 
lative Assembly. That is the reason why I beg to submit that certain 
seats should be allotted to represent the Indian trade, Indian commerce, 
and Indian imiustiy in the (‘alculta CoijMHatmn. It is always said that 
the members of the^e (MiuniberN < an stafid for election through the general 
constitnem ics, hut I Is^g to submit that as they arc men of business, they 
cannot be expcctcMl to devote their time in can vjissing, esiiecially as the 
franchise has been lowered from the payment of Us. 24 per annum to 
Its, 12 t>ef annum. It Inih been extended iLo to hut-owners and it has 
been extended to subtenants and even to females. The number of voters 
in the gencial constituencies will be trebled. You cannot e.\j)ect men 
of business to *>ep all these voters, 'Phat is the reason why sruu-ial seats 
should W allotted to these (-huinbers and thi\t is the reason why special 
scuts have luMMi allot tcil to the Cab utta 'Piades Assrs-iation as well as the 
Bengal (’hamberof Coioimocc. ll miu'bt be said, and it is that noiue 
of these Indian inerehants may be nominated by the Goverinuent to the 
Calcutta Corporation, but the total number nominated memWs has 
been I'ediiced from 15 to 10 and I do mit think that there is any pros- 
pect. It will appear from the Calcutta Municipal Bill of 1917 
that one seat was allotted 0> the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, two scats to the Marwari .\sso<’iatu)n. and one seat to the 
Calcutta University. ’Phen, Sir, it appears from a iepres«‘ntation which 
was submitted bv ^oine leading <’itiy.en-> of Cab utta of which I had the 
honour t(» he the Secretary and <»f which the llon'ble the Minister Sir 
SunMnliu Nath Banerjea was the Pre'oident , that thev strf)ngly recom- 
mended that one seat should Im allotted to the Bengal National Chamber ' 
of (’’ommerce, one to the Marwari AsM>ciution and one to the Calcutta 
University, 

Ttit Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: What is the 
date? 

Bibtt AMULYA RHONE ADDYt The 9th June. 1919. 

Then an regard# the Marwari Aeaociation, I might be allowed to nay 
that they have a great interest in Calcutta. Most of the inland trade of 
Calcutta i» in their hands. Even a certain portion of the foreign trade 
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in their hands and they have invested alm> money in landed property 
and they pay heavy rates and taxes to the Calcutta Corporation. No 
aeat baa been allotted to them, though 15 seats have been allotted to the 
Muhammadan gentlemen of Calcutta. That is one of the reasons as to 
why at least two siH*ciui should be allotted to the Marwuii Assmtiatiou. 
1 may he allowud to ^ay that in the year lUlll the Calcutta ('orfioratum 
itself recommended ftu»r seats to the Marwari community. 1 find that 
under the Bombay Municipal Ac t only one .seat was allotted to the Bombay 
Chamber of Comiucice. !mi( tecently under Act Vll of another seat 
has been allotted to the Indian Mert'hants' Chamber and another seat 
to the Bomlmy Millowners’ Assocdution. So, it appears that though 
the number of nienil»ers of the Bombay Corporation ha.s lieen increased 
to KKh only one seat lias lH*en allotted to the Bombay Chaniljcr of Com- 
merce. which represent generally Kuroptnin commen'e and industriea, 
while two .M'uts ha\e lieeii allotted to repieHcnt Indian tiade, industry, 
and comineice in Bombay. 

Then, Sir, I would diaw your M|>ecial attcMition to the n^aolution of 
the (i(»vei iimeiit <»t Bengal on this subject, dated the I,flst July, 1913. 
I beg to (liaw tlie njjcc ial atfeiition of the lloiride the Minister in charge 
of Local Self-(i<*vci nment . It luii*.; as follnw.n: — 

Ttn-rt’ «rc two hkmh mtiouh nho'.e < ljom» imiKt be t-nkeii into stHtainl in view of 
iIm* inO’rt'Ht/. Mhuti they rcjircscnt The liciiifnl NetioiiMt Chamber of (Vnnmoroe 
nrui thp .Mtosnn sn* imblir b<Mla'M ri‘|»leiw'ntativf- of imporUnt intemU 

in Calnittfi fl >‘Mjr ^jM•l i.il uttmtion to the vi'ry wording; ** itHfiurtiint ifitereH* 
in ('nlcutti ") >iri(f inny momiiabiy cx(M«it to Im* allowed to havtf reprenenlativet 
in tlie Cor|>or«tioii. 

Then as legards tlie Calcutta rniveisity, I limy say that the educa- 
tional community must not be forgotten end the nomination by the 
Calcutta Cniversity of one n*t»rcs<*ritative will result in a vaitiuhle addition 
to the (V)r?>oration. With regard to the T^niversity I lieg to submit that 
though some SB per cent, of the iiiemliers are nominated by the Govern- 
ment, under (he Bill of our esteemed friend, Bnbu Surendra Niith Maltik, 
the worthy (’hairman of the Calcutta Corponition, some 8B memliers 
will lie elected by the pefinle Therefore, if will lie a impular Imdy and 
it would be right and just if this popular Imdy would be allowed to have 
at least one representative in (he Calcutta Corporation. With regard 
‘to this l»ody, I may be allowed to say that in the Senate of the Calcutta 
University are the most distingui^thed IWtors, most competent Engineers, 
Jurists, eminent Professors and Economists, both European and 
Indian. If the Senate of the University is autboriced to send 
a representative to the Corporation, it might from time to time send a 
great Doctor, or an experienced Engineer or other expert whose helpful 
Advice could not otherwise bf secured. One of the duties oCthe Corpora- 
tion is to encourage primary education and industrial education. That 
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i« on« of the reasons why it is advisable to have at least one representa- 
tive of the University in the Corporation, That was the reason why 
Government was [deasecl to nominate the Hon*ble Dr. Sir Devaprosad 
Sarbadhikari as a menil)er of the Corporation, but at present there is 
no ehance, as the total nuinW of nominated meinWrs is going to be reduc- 
ed from 15 to 10. The Honlde Sir Asiitosh Mukharji moved a resolu* 
tion Ui this effet t while the Calcutta Municipal Bill of 1899 was on the 
legislative anvil. The. ll^if hie Sir Edward Baker appeared to be inclined 
to accept it, but he ccmld not as, owing to the legrettable mandate of the 
(iovernmeut of India, the total number of memWs of the. Corporation 
was under the Bill limited to 59. 

Then, Sir, as regards the numl>er of seats, I do not mean to say that 
the number of seats of the genoiul constituencies should be reduced, nor 
do 1 suggest, as has been suggested by Dr. Prumathanath Banerjea, that 
the numt»er of seats allotted to the Bengal Chamber of (commerce as well 
as the (Calcutta Trades As.H(H'iution slnmld be reduced, but what I l>eg 
to submit is that we must do etpial justire — justice not only to the. Bengal 
Chainl)er of (\»mmerce, not only to the European merchants of Calcutta, 
but also to the Indian merchants of Calcutta. That is the reason why 
we have allotted seats to Muhammadans. \Vhy should we not do the 
same justice to the Indian merchants!^ I think that it is one of the 
steps to Iw taken for the ancouragement of Indian trade and commerce. 
Then it may he said that we shall have to ‘ncrease the number it m> 
suggestion is accepted. In this connection I may he allowed to say that 
in 18(18 the total number of members of the Calcutta Coi j)oration was 
1(K). Under the Act of 1870, it was reduced to 72. Tlien, in the year 
1888, it was increased to 75 though a very large area was added to it. 
Now^ the population has increased during the last few years. Throe 
municipalities have ju«t been amalgamated with the (’alcutta nuuiici- 
pality and, therefore, f(»r the eiioouragoment of Indian trade and com- 
merce. there will he no harm if we increase the numlwr of seats by five 
only. It appears that the. nun|l>er of members of the Berlin Council is 
120; of the Vienna ("'aun<'il, 180; of the I.fOndr>n County Council, 118, 
and of the Common Council of Ixindon 282. Therefore, having regard to 
the increased population of Calcutta with the area newly adtjpd, I do not 
think that there would he any objetdion to Increase the number from 90. 
as suggested by the (lovernment itself, to 95. Therriore. I beg to submit 
that if we are to do justice to the Indian traders, we must allot at least 
two j*eats to the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, two seats 
to the Marwari Assoiviation. and one seat to the Calcutta University, 

flal Or* HAIIIOHlAN OUTT Othiduri I am som’ I have to oppose 
both these amendments, the amendment of my friend. Dr. Ba^nerjea, as 
well as of niy friend, Babu Amulya Bhofie Addy. My main reason lor 
rising to opposo ibre# ennendments is that 1 am against iostitattoiial 
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bodie.s l)einp p-iven the rij?ht i>f n‘|»i>*st*ntution. Only till the other day 
the (’orporation nf ('ah utta was an in*‘titutional hoily returnin^c a mem- 
ber to the Jiejipil l>ej:islati\e Conm il. 'I'hat na** an old ^tate of tliiujjfs 
whii’h has }»een done away aith. Six >eats Imve been jjiven (o the Cor- 
poration of Calcutta, hut I would ask my friend. Habu Amulya Dlnuie 
Atidy, to rraneinher that the old state of .ittairs 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Six soats have been f'lven not 
t(» the Coi ])orat ion of Calrutta but to the i ity of Cab utta. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am n^ht in saying: that 

Calcutta enjo\cd one s«-at and tiie elaciorate was the Coiporatioii of 
Calcutta The presfut s\vi»*jn tliis; Calcutta lias i^ot si\ s<*ats and 
the «*b‘( (oiafe h no buiL'c! the C<*i [>ot .it mu of Calcutta but it is bioail- 
bascd upon the populai tiamhi''e ami s|\ elc* (oiates ha\i* been foimed 
coiisisttiitr <tf the iatcpa\eiso| the (it\ «ij Cab utta I'liat )s the juoptM 
( ause to take, d hat »s the \\a\ uc deiimi t at i/.e oui liamhise, lustinid 
of that, it v\ e im lease the nunibei ot in'.! i! ut lon.il botlo's, that nould 
be ajs’^aiiist the principle of dciooiial I7.it mu loi ulii«h all oi us are 
anxious M\ fiicnd. I)r Ptanialh.iiiatli liamujea, who is naturally 
so \cf\ jinxious foi the 1 iiiNcisits of Caliuitta bcin^^ rcpM*sented, 
has su}.:j^e^l4’d that two '.e.itN ‘•Imubi hr ;,’-i\eu to tlo* CnniTsity of 
(‘ab ulia. W ill in\ fiMUnl knidl\ tell nu* who nould bi* tin* (dectoiate 
ilie .Suidnale or the Siuiate!" ll it is the Senati*. a liniiteil uumiImm' «d 
men nill idc* t tlo'se two repM'sentat i\ es ; if it is th** S\ minute, worse 
I hinu's w ill haopi’Ji 

'rii4‘ri coMiin^; to th<‘ Hcn^^al National ChaiulM*r of Cotiinicrcc, md>od\ 
knows more fully flian I»abu Aimil\a Ohom* A(M_\ that this Chaiiibei 
< ousists of a liniiti'd number of trenthuuen. llouev4‘r estimable ami 
\\orth\ tlu'se ^omtletmui ma\ be. the number is \4U\ bmitiMl. An* \vi* 
^oin^f to allow that bot)\ to return two iiiemlH'ts to the Coiporation of 
Calcutta? Then comin;.r to the Maiuaii Ass(h lation tlo* niiiie retuaiks 
a[.id\ to tlM*m. The Hcnrrai .Mahajan S.ibh.i I -a\ ditto. TheM* ttmsisl 
of a number of grouj» of men, \ei\ nilelli; 4 '‘*i,t and \ery intluential, im 
doubt, but their numUo m si, small that I am partnularly opposed to 
jfive any franchise to return two rm‘mbem to the Corporation to such 
limited lM)dies. A.s I Inne by trilling' \ou, 1 am opfirjsed to an\ 

franchw* beinjr given to iiintitutional bodo*!* .My friend might xeiy 
well tt*ik them why ha*t the Corporation of Calcutta given the fram hiM* 
to the Trades A‘i‘<tK iation, to the Bengal ChanjlK*r of Commerce, am} to 
the port Trust*' It m true that these thr«^* luxlieH ur<' all irintitutitmal 
lH>dies and fntnchiHe han Ireeii given to them. There I must explain. 
From a long time these three liodie^ have enjoyed the rejueseritaf ion on 
the Corporation of (,'alcutta. We diwussed the Mituntion and tried to find 
out whether it would l)e proper to do away with the right which they 

22 
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enjoyed so long. THere was a strong feeling in the Corporation that 
because they had enjoyed this privilege for a pretty long time, the exist- 
ing state of affairs should not l)e disturbed. It was ac tually accepting 
the situation as al present exists instead of bringing in an innovation which 
might altogether unsettle, the whole arrangement. Another point which 
IS very imyxirtant in this connection, and which I would ask my friends 
to conHidc*r, is the question of European representation. I am one of 
those who are bound to admit that the day has not yet come when the 
(’orporation of Calcutta can do without adecpiate European representa- 
tion. My friend, Dr. llanerjea, wdll perhaps think that I am going 
against my own countrymen, but 1 am not. I feel in the innermost 
rec'ess of my heart that .some of the Europeans who were associated with 
the (Corporation had done cx<‘ellent work and 1 must ac-knowleclge their 
very good and noble- woik. In tin* Corporation of CaJriitta there are now 
tw’o different commumties predominant, viz., the KurojH-an (‘ommunity 
arid tiu* Indian, or 1 ma\ sa\ the Hindu communitN. The Muhammadan 
communit\ wa.s represmitcMl h\ a vc*rv small nutnher. \Vc* art* changing 
that state* ot affaii’.s and the M uliatumad.ans \\ill 1m* thc*i(* in a \c*rv large 
numlxT, almost as large as tin* Hindus. In Jlomhay also tluTc* are the 
M uliummadaiis, tin* Hindu**, and thc‘re is a thiid iommunit\. viz , the 
Euro|K*aii eommuiiitv. Thosi* who like that the* Cahutla ( <)i iHuation 
should woik as smootlil\ as we all dc*sirc‘, .should not foi'g(*t that it is 
desirahle that these thiec* diffen*nt eommumties must have a halancing 
hc*tween them. Wi* should not, ther<*foie, do away with the bhuo})ean 
r«*j)rc*sentatiou in the Coi|»oration as that would not lx* to our interest. 
If the* six seat.s alh*tted to the Cliamher of ( 'cmum-itM*. four seat*< to the* 
Trade's Association, and two of the Port Trust weue t<) he rt‘duc<-<i, the 
jxrssihililv of adcMpiate n*i)rese‘ntation of EurojX'ans in the Cor]x)ration 
will he also rc‘du('c**l. M\ fi lends might say that through the non- 
^ruliammadaii constiluc‘ncies, i.t*., the* gc*m'ral constituencies. Eurotx'ans 
can ceune* in. 'Flier e is a goexi deal of force* in tliat, hut I Ix'lieve and 
mo.sl of my friemls will jx*rliaps ngrc*e with me wlien I sav that those 
EurojH'uns who have* done ve‘iv use*ful service* in the* (\>t ixmition are 
not likely to he an\ie)us U> e-onie* tluemgh e*le« tion hy these general 
electorates. Cnless we gi\e them some fae ilitie's for t*ntenng the ('oipo- 
ration ihreMigh the Be*ngal Chamhe*r of ('ommerce, tin* Poit IVust. and 
the Trade's Assexuatie>n, the mmilx'r of Eure>|x*ans in the' Cor]>oration ia 
Ixuind to go down. That is one of the ix*a.sons wh\ 1 am op|x>se*fl to 
disturbing the arrangement that has Ix-e'n reconunended hy the (>)rpora- 
iion. 

It cannot but be admitted that the University of (’alcutta is a very 
influential be>dy and that the. Itengal National Chamlx*r of Commerce, 
the Marwari Association, and the Bc»ngal Mahajan Sabha are very 
influential assoedations. Is it not true that these influential institutions 
are already well represented in the Corjwration of Calcutta? 
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Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: My friend questions Wause 
it hurts him, hut I say that he is the best representative of the Bengal 
National ('hamber of Commerce and the Bengal Mahujan Salvha in the 
Corimratitm of Calmtta. 1 avk Imu, who can better represent the Bengal 
National Chamijcr of ('omiuerce and the Bengal Mahajan Sabha than 
our esteeme^l friends, Raja Reshee Case Law and Babu Amulya Dhone 
A(ld> y As rcgaid^ the Cab titta rniverNilr 1 mu-t admit that the 
Cal< utta rni\ci^il\ has no vei> stiung < hampinn in the ('orporat ion, 
hvit migiit 1 point out that seiondar\ education ami higher eiliu'ation, 
who h are the provinre of tin* Caleulta Cniversity, haNC very little to do 
with the (’or{)oi ation y The Caleutta <'orp«iation lias only primary 
edin.jtion mi its hands and nothing be\ oiul it, T lune alreml\ stated 
to this (hnineil the two important points which have led mt‘ to oppose 
these aineiidinents. I would lepeat them y^m-e more before 1 resume my 
seat. 'Fhe first is my <d>jeetiou to any iiistitutiiJiial bo(l\ being given 
repi esentat ion : and the second is that if the amendments aie l aineil, it 
will reduce the iiumla'r of Kiiiopeans coming into the ('oiporation. 

Babu dOCENDRA NATH ROY: I move, if i'i.,t;i>n No, Ttl't he not 

(atned. that in Sche,liil(‘ III to tin' list ot B S|H‘t lal Const ilin'innes/ ' 
and Ml S( he<lule IIIA (' S|aM‘iaI CoTistituein les ; the following he 
adthMl. natneh : — 

" Bengal National (’hamber 

of ('oinmerce Non-territorial Two. 

Maruaii Asmh iution Non-territtirial Two.’* 

In moving this arnendinent I have to "a\ tha* it is a matter of ^UMprise 
that there should be ilifTerence in the treatment m ( orded to the Kiuopear^ 
mercantile i(*rnninfnt\ and tlie Indian loeM antile (las oh. Cal<utta, Sir* 
has U'cn built h\ the eneigy\ and tlo* (‘ntrr[uis(‘ of its merchant, primes, 
both Indian and I.mopean. But the llon ble the >Liiin!er in (hinge of 
the Bill, whde ignoring the (hnms of Indians, has spieiid his sails so an 
to catch ever\ breath of applause fumi • howi im^diec and (’live Street, 
and witli an e>c to the sympatliv and suppnl ( I the Botariaiifl who have 
a reputation for lavish hospitalit\ often -xtead'Hl to our blown Imreau- 
crats. I’oor Burrabazar, Hatkhola and ritadanga must contribute for the 
glory of Calcutta and go without reprc.senta' ion. And that nririenl 
foundation the Calcutta T’niveridty i?» not considered nnstiKTutic emuigh 
to get a representaihm on the Corporation aa recruited by the transferred 
half of the Government of Bengal. 

If the ITon’hle the Minister had given proof of the courage of hie 
ronvi(Ti()n by doing away with spec ial const it uem iea me could have 
understood his action. But he has Iieen generou.s in allocating seats to 
Europeans. Not only has the Bengal Chamber of C.miinen c been gnen 
six representatives but the Calcutta Trades As.sociatmn, too, has been 
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allotted four seats. So, between them, they will jret 10 members to safe- 
jfuard their interests. And w'hy? Because the Hon’ble the Minister is 
convinced that they are busy men and have no time ftj ijo about shoutinsr 
and touting for votes in the j^eneral constituencies And he cannot do 
without them. But i.H he equally <*or»vinced that the Indian merchants 
have ample leisure to ^o about cunvas.sinff ? does he think that the 
Indian ujerchants liave no place in the ralcutta Corporation and no special 
interest in the city where civic duties can only be performed by journal- 
i;4ts and politicians? 

My friend, Babu Amtilya Dhone Addy, who, top^ether w'ith Baja 
Beshe(' Case Law, represents the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 
in this Council, 1ms, in his able note of dissfuit. mentioned .s(»me of the 
bfalies on whi( h tliat Chamber has represerjtatives. I shall (Uily add to 
that list the name of the Indian Mercantile .Marine Comniissi(m which i^ 
m»w Trjeetin|.r at Delhi and on which Indian inteiest is repi estuiftnl b\ two 
members, one of them the Secretary of the Chamber, d’o ij^nore the 
im[)ortance (»f the Marwari Community in Calcutta is an exhibition of 
i^^norance which cannot but be deplored. 

Before, Sir, f leave this point 1 wotild like to jioint out that in the 
Bill that had been drafted by the (tovernimuit ot Bengal bctoie th-' 
Beforms, there was provision for the representat on of tlic BcriLral Nation 
al Chamber of Commerce. But here we have the first fnir of the Betoims 
and well may |M*ople (tv, “ save us from them.” 1 Iiojm' the Council will 
see the reasonableness of my demand and aci ept the amendment, 

Only the other day. Sir, this ('otimul by a majoiiiy pratited c( mmumJ 
representation to the Muhamma<lans of (^ilcutta accepting a pernicious 
[trinciple uf^ainst which the Hon ble the Minister, who ai“c«*pted that 
decision, had afterwards wa.xed ebaiuent. S>) we aie ^joinj; to have m»t 
only a special electorate, but also communal laquesentatioii ! What reason 
cun be adduced a^rainst ^^rantinj; special re)»resentat ion to the Berijral 
National Chamber of ('(unmerce and the Marwari As^cn iat ion ? What due 
offence Imve these twt» important bodies «loue to incur the disjileasur » fd 
the framers of the Bill ? 

I appeal to the(\>uncil not t<» ignore the interest of the Indian Me'caii- 
the community, and 1 ht>pe my Kuropeati friends will co-of»eiale with us 
Bocurinfi^ the recojfiiition of that community. 

Just now a f^reat injustice has Iw^en done tt» the mercantib* (ommun.ty 
by taking away, without any notice, one seat out of two from the Kumar- 
tuli wan! to correct a mistake. 

At this stage the llon’hle the President returned to the ('hair. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: When the claims of the Ibuigal 
('hamWr of Commerce, the ('ulcutta Trades Assmuation, and the 
Calcutta Port Coinmi.ssioners have ^•^ 4 |poglnr,e^i as s|x*cial c'onstitu- 
encie«, there i» no valid reason t^ ignore claims of the Bengal 
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NatioiKil ('humlHT of Comment and the Marwari Aa«»«H'intiou who^K* 
iiiHiHMire, u.'* H*|>ix‘>entHig iiulusinal and tmdin^f roiuinuiiitiew. ii* by 
iu» means lt‘>.s than lliut of the ufitrenuid three ecjnstituemies. The 
(foveihinent o( llen^;al ieeojfUi/.e<l the uii|M»i tain't* of tlieHe two l»y a 
itinnal lesolution juihltshed iu and lH>th the«it‘ hmiiON have Hiuoe 

f»een allowed lo semi up their lepitvseiitativeM to vurioUj* puhlu’ hodieti 
whnh have tome into existeine with the sanction of (toveninieni. They 
represent ver\ iinpoitanl inteiests in Calcutta and the whole of the inland 
trade of the rity is in their hands. 

I liieief(ne propose tluit the llen^al Natnmal Chainiier <»f (\)niinerce 
and the .\lai wan .\ss«w latmn sliouhl have the rij^ht to return two Couneil- 
loi s isich as spe<‘ial < (tn.slitueiM ie.s. The total nuinher in the special 
ele(toiate w(juhi, theiel»>re, he i in reused h\ four. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY* May 1 speak on this aineiiiiinent, 

Sn, i! ins ainendinent hupfuMis ttj he lost ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When sou niovetl your ainendinent you nnnh* an 
extieinels < oinin tdieiisivi* speec h, s<» \ou cannot speak on both the amend- 
lueiits. 

Mr. 8YE0 NA8IM All: I oppose th(‘ amendment of Dr. Itaiierjea as 
well .is tliai <»t ihilni .\nnil\a Dhoiie Adtly. I liave alreaily said that the 
tiist piiinipie of lo« .il stdf-^'os ei nmeiit nowadass is the p(dltnul (lalliin^ 
ot tlte [HMiph* toi Sw.ii.i). 1 hat should he the first and foremost policy 
ap.t!( fioiu .ill othei < (Ui.nidei at loiis The (’alcutta ( 'orporat ion .should 
h.‘ the field in w tin h the people of tlii*. i tt\ must he tiained in oidei tlial, 
thev ma \ he 111 )oj .Suaiaj in this lountrv. 1 do Hot think the llenjjfal 
N.it loiial ( diaiolte) of ('oinioeice, the Mai wan Ass^x iat ion, or t he ('ah ntta 
l'nivei'«ii\ letpines ir.iiniri); apart from its memhers. 'I'hese insfitulions 
(eitaiiil.N aie lurt tohetiained. ft is rather t he memhers of 1 hese inst itii- 
f lolls w ho are to he t Mined Look at the coii.sf it ul ion of all these institu- 
tions. ( eitainly the henl t\pe of Ilindn, w lio expei ts to he returned 
from the Heii^ml .National (‘hamher of ('funmene, Marwan v\sNo<*ialion, 
oi the Cahutfa rni\er'.ity. <un ^e( elected on the Calcutta Corporation 
throu^di the ^'eneral electm.ile. Therefore, the first amf foremost coiisi- 
(ferution is the tniniiTi^.r ‘d the citizen.s of this city ami how this trainirij;;; 
IS to he secureil I he trainintr must he of all c lasses of the people'- 
ll indus, Muhammadans, and Luro|M*anH. In an institutional body the 
training mu.st W of the jieople. There is a misapprehension in the ar^u- 
nient of the ad\<s utes of institutional representation. I am against all 
instuutnmal representations and there must not he any institutional 
representation if the (\)rt>oration of ('alcutta is to l>e deimw ratized. It 
would appear that the Ben^^il ('harnlrer of ('ornriierce, the Trades Associa- 
tion . and the Poll Commis.sioners have >(ol a certain number of seats, and 
therefore, arjfugs my friend, llubu Amulya Dhone Addv , that other 
institutiona also ought to get it, but he forgete that the mam object oi 
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reserv'ing the.se 12 seats for the three institutions is simply to safeguard 
the European interests. It is not a question of institutional representa- 
tion; but it is a question of the representation of interests — namely, 
European interests. Goveriinient consider that European interests 
cannot properly be saleguarded by election through the general elector- 
ate. I support the special electorate for the Europeans for the same 
reason that I support it in the case of the Muhammadans. If Muhani- 
niadari interests are to be safeguarded through .special Muhammadan 
electorates, certainly European interests .should also be safeguarded 
tlirough European electorates; because, in juactice, it would be very 
ditliciilt to get the best type of I'biropeans through the general electorate 
or because they would not like to take the trouble of getting themselves 
elect<‘d through a general EuroiHuin electorate. (jo\ernment have deculed 
that the only si>ecial electorate in which they might get the Ust tyi>e 
of European.s is the Ilengal (’hamber of (’ommerce, the Trades Associa- 
tion, and the Eort Commis.sioners. My friends who are trying to 
advocate institutional representation are trying to do away with the 
democratization of the (Calcutta Corporation. The fiist and foiemost 
consideration is that if we aie going to democratize it, we must do awa\ 
with all these institutional things. I find fiom the sjiecch of the llon’ble 
the Minister fot Eocal Sclf-( Jovei nment that he distinetly said that tin* 
object of giving 12 seats to tho.se ‘1 IxmIjc.s was sinipl\ to safegiiaid 
European interests. In his mind he had the thought oi separate represen- 
tations of interests which are most essential interests in the Calcutta 
(^irporation. 

Another objection, which appt‘ars on the face ol it, to the curtailment 
of the number of European seats is this: I have conH‘ to leain this irom 
some reliable source, because I was ne\er in the Coiporation — that 11 
iMiropeans used to be returned from these d bodies and then some 2 
or d used to be nominated by (iovernment. That would bring the figure 
up to 12 and I think that i.s the {irimdple on which the number lias 
been allotted. AVhen you are now increasing the number of tlie Com- 
iiiissionerH, i.s it reusonuble that you shoubl ask that tlie number of seats 
be reduced by two}' When the number of seats was 50, 0 Europeans 
used to be returneil from these d bodies and then 2 or d used to be nomi- 
nated. Therefore, is it proper that sou siiould try to decreu.se the number 
of I'diropeaii .seats when you are increasing the total number of Commis- 
sioners}' It seems to me that such an argument i.s tmly advanced in 
order to take away some seats which have been reserved for certain 
interests in order that other interests might get the benefit of it. It is 
one of the e.^sential principles of self-government that justice must be 
done to all communities and interests. Is it justice to say that the 
Eurofiean element should he decreased in order that the Hindu element 
should be increased ? My idea is that the institutional representation 
through the Bengal National Chamlxar of Commerce^ the Marwari 
Association, and the University of C^ilcutta means simply an increase in 
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the seats for the Hindus. Do luy friends seriously think that their 
interest is the only pretloininant interest > and has no other coiumunity 
got any interest to be huiked aitei ? Is U tair and is ii just that some 
seats slunild be taken away from ilie Kuropeans and gixen to the Hindus 
rather by the baik door!*^ 1 call it “back iKku ’ because, to my mind, no 
Muhammadan or i.uropean will Jia\e an\ chance of being returned 
through these s}KHial institutiDfin. With these observations 1 oppose all 
the amendments. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 endorse evetv word that has 
fallen from the lips ot my tneiid, Di. 1‘rumutiianalh Hanerjea, so fur as 
the ilairii of tlie (’ah ulta I nivei'^iiv iscinoeined. It is no longer simply 
an examining bo<l\ 1 may suv that it i> a seat of leaining that is second 
to none in the w hoU^ of the Indian Kmpiie, and, as such, it should veceivu 
due and a<le«piale lecognition at the hands ot tlie (’oipoialion of ('ah utta. 

1 1 egret I have not b«*en able to ai < epi the urgumeni of my frieml, Kai 
l)i. Handhan Dull Hahadni, when he savs tlml high edmalion is not the 
( oncern (>1 tjie ( 'oi poiatum. ,M v inend peihaps loigels that high ediu u- 
lion is tlu* oiilv edmatKUi whnh in.ikes the i hildien of the soil til lor the 
daiiv stiuggie loi cxi^teme, and it is the oiilv education uhnh enables 
them to fiiul a c I'f hoiHun an<l dignilv side h\ side with i»ther 
<'ouHtiies iM litc uoild. .\iv tiieiid, l)t. J)utt, btuiig a deiiiocrut, will 
onl\ ( oii-'idiT tlie < i*iiios ot tpiantitv and i|Ualil> has no pla< <* in hta 
c'-otiiiiatioii I Would like t(» ])ut one ({ucslion to niv iiuuid who is a well 
known inedu ai man in this <itv. Suppose iheie is an outbreak of 
chohua in Waid .No, !l, which mv Ineinl lepiesents, will he be satislieil 
bv leiitcdics suggested b\ people sucli as coachiiKMi, syces, blust iw allali , 
kuppi w allali , and so forth, oi lie g’uided by tlie ojunion of the Health 
( Mlicei of the ( ah utta ( 'oi poiat ton oi the Jfinn tor ot Huldn lleuilh of the 
(lovernment of Bengal, I lus i.s a beautilul conception of detaocraev, 
demo(tat \ which has a bodv but not biain. Sit, 1 urn, hovvevei, opposed 
to taking awav seats which have alieadv lieen reserved for dillerent 
communities in the new Munaipal Bill. 1 would like to add u lew more 
seats and 1 tliink that the addition of one or two seats here and there will 
not make mutteis worse so lar as ( alcutlu is coiu'erned, and 1 appeal In 
our esteemed and Hon’ble the Munster, tiir Suieiidra Nath Banerjea, who 
has spent upwards of 4B years of hts life in education, in teaching work, 
who knows the disadvantages and difb< allies experienced by those w'ho 
manage big educational institutions - 1 ajipeal to him to corrsider the 
claims of the (’alcutta rniversity and to resc^rve tw*o scaU for it on tho 
Calcutta Corporation. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE S Now that a special communal representation for 
Muhammadans has been adopted in this ('oiincii, it is safe for Mr. iSyed 
Nasim All to jkww^ as tho a|x>stio of derruRracy (iltmr, hear), and to 
declare that hejs oj>iiose<l bi the seiiarate rejin?sentation of the Calcutta 
University, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, and the Marwari 
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ANsociaiion on the Calcutta Corporation because such representation, in 
his valued opinion, conflicts with the principles of proper democratic 
rcpicscntation. (Hear, hear.) However, Sir, 1 a^rree with him in 
tljinkin^^ that these amendments should lx* rejected. Sir, I am opi>osed 
to thes(* amendnH'uts Ixu ails** 1 am of opinion tliat there ought not to be 
any extension (jf tla^ princijde of institutional rejiresentation on the 
Cor}M»rati(jn ot ('abutta. It is true, |NTfectly true, that the Bengal 
Clianiher of ( ‘oiiini<o'ce and the Trades Ass(K iution have their se|xirate 
lejueneiiiation on tin* Calcutta ( 'orporation, l>ut tli<*\ liav(‘ (Mijoyetl such 
1 epresental ion for years and \\(* do not want to interfere with it. Jbit 
there should Im* no fuilher (‘xteiisioii of the institutional lepri's^oitation 
on (he Cahiitla Corj»oiation. If the memiK'rs ot tin' Calnittu Cniver- 
sily, the nuMiiheis of the Bengal National ('haniiMM’ and the memiHOs of 
tin* Marwari Association aspir(‘ to be nuMnlxus ot the ('orporation, then 
th(*\ luusi come through the geneial electorate. They iniist not get an 
eas\ jMSHjMut to the ( 'or[MU;il ion through sejxirate and instilutional 
n>[ue.sentat ion. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I I ise 1(» oppo-^e all t he anieiidnienlM 'l lie 
sum and substance ot Dr Banei jea’s piopoNal rs that a few ^eats should 
b(‘ cut down ftom the Cuiopean ci.n-Ht it uenc\ and tack(*d on tc (he irindu 
const it uenc\ . W’hen Mr. Syed \asim All \\as speaking <>1 this, some 
om* (jueslioned tliis tact. I think it will not be nece<,>Hai\ for me to .sa\ 
(hat thisiswliat will actually happen, it we aie(ojudg(‘ imm oin expeii- 
eiice in tlie pa.st . iMiriuerlv, the ('alcutta (’oipmahon was to leturn both 
the Hindus and the Muhammadans, but Muhammadans were seldom or 
never returned to it. In this cast* aKo, it institutional representation lie 
given to these Imdies, (he Beiig.il National (’hamber ot (’ommi'ice, and the 
(’ahutta rnivei-^ity, will seldom oi ne\er return an\ peisoii other than 
Hindu and (lie Marwati c onstituem y will be a purely Hindu con.st it uenev. 

it may be said, ns has been said by my friend. Dr J. N. .Moitra, that 
if you are to add a tew moH* >eats. it w ill make no ditference Tlie IVrsiun 
saving; ( luf u: sar rht tk mu:ti thr Jnh ntiKti, which means 

“ when the water has gone luyvond \onr head, wliat niattcTs it if you are 
under Itt feet or lit fatlioms.” points to the same einl. Let us rememWi 
tlnit even if Muhammadan and l-'iiropean members hapjien to combine, 
(hey will not be able to lesist the wishes of (he dominant (ommunitv. 
namely, the Hindn, and 1 am (piite sure that in spite of the (*ombined 
resi.stam e of (hose two tommunitie.s in many matters vitally affecting 
their interests, the Hindu coinimnnty will, if it so desires, be able to 
curry out an\ piojec t w‘hich it may have in view. But, vSir, in thi.s dark- 
ness there is a gleam of hope, and we feel certain that among the members 
of the Hindu community there may lx* found persons who will not like to 
see an injustiie perpetrated on conununities in a minority. After a«tme 
time w hen our outlook has broadened and we are able to respect and regard 
tbe other conmuinities in the same wav as if thev were our own then if 
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you cut down a few seats from this t on.stitueiuy or that, it will lud matter 
much; hut, Sir, for the present, it will not he wise and proper to increase 
the numher of Hindu seats any more. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: In frumiiiK a l onst ilution for the 
CoijHiration of Cah utta, one has t<» tak(‘ iui*e t() see that such a eonsli- 
tution is iiamed as would l-e best ahle to tarr\ out ihe objects of the 
Calcutta Municijial Bill. It is known certainly to this ILuise that several 
matters relating to trade ami imlustnes e\ei\day cn>j> up for decisitm 
h\ the Calculta Corjioration. It is often said that the turn tioiis (d the 
Calcutta Corporation are exhausteil hy laying- out roads, hy furnishing 
lights, hy laving out seweragt‘. ami h\ proMtling tor sc\eral amenities ot 
a ( it\ life, and that there aie no otlnu* fum tions of a munn i|»ality . 
Sui h an argument ina\ have been «oiii‘ct almut years ago. hut during 
the last few \eurs, all over the vvorhl, a movement has arisen wheieby 
the muiiicipalitK's of all the big cities throughout the vvorhl are c\j>»‘ct- 
ed to helj) and lai ilitate the progress and impiovt*ment of trmh* and 
industiies; tor iiistalK'c, 1 m.i\ cite the e\amj)le of the eMsteio'c ot 
Uactories Sub-Committee ami the License Appeal Sub-Committee in the 
('orjioration. Section of the Calcutta Municipal Bril provides:-- 

No ik'Tshji shrill, Without tin* jirevioiiH wntt»‘n iM’rnuMMon of tin* ('4)r|>orfttioa, 
iiewlv «*slnhlisli 111 iin> preiiosrs of iiiaO*niill\ »Ilei . eiilur^'c or rxleiMb iiiiY fiietor)’ 
or wnikshop or work phot* m w hu li it is iiiti-mled to einplo\ hh'iini.wlis tru ity , wnU»r 
or other nieciianu-al |K)Wer. 

Then, liieie aie other sei tions of the Cab ntia Municipal Bill which 
niav lie citml to show how imlustnes are i ontrolled in many ways by the 
Cab'Utta ('or poi at ion. Tiien, Sir, a new power has been taken in section 
4()7A, wliuli gives the Coipoiation sjn-cial jmwers for the pioinolion of 
teihnical and industrial f*diieatJon. ’Ihis new piover ha^ been given to 
the {'orjmration in recognition of the supreme necessi(\ for the ('orpifja- 
tion to hel]i the economic prosf»enty (»f tlie lounlrv. (hilv the other 
da\ , an Cnemplov nient Committee was appointinl by this Council to 
(Inal with the (picstion of unem|)loymeiil ami from lh<* sjieeehes delivered 
on that occasion 1 find tliat »*veivbotly recognized that the milv solution 
f(*r tlie miserable l ondillon of iiriempb»\ merit , whii h exists not »»nly in 
C^ilcutta hut throughout Bengal, wan the promotion of trade* and indus- 
tries, because* on account of retrem hment and the nee essjly for retrem h- 
ment. jiosts cannot lie multiplied either in the (iovornment, the munici- 
palities or in the district iKiards and loeal iHuirds. 'I’his lining the wrjrk 
that lies liefore the (Virporution, it is up to (his House to see that the 
constitution which is framed for the Calcutta (.’orjwiration ensures the 
inclusion of such perMfiis as will In* able to give the best frossihle advice 
on all thes^ allied questions. It is said that through the general consti- 
tuemdes Indian men hunts and traders can com#* into the Calcutta Cor- 
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Dlione Addy are cited in support of that argument. So far as the Baja 
Sahib IB concerned, it Ih perhaps known to everybody that he comes not 
through the general electorate but as a representative of the Calcutta 
J’ort Trust; and so far as Babu Amulya l)hone Addy is concerned, who 
knows that when the franchise is further extended to the payment of 
Its. 12, when plural voting (lisap[)ears, he will be returned — 1 hope he will 
l>e returned but there is no c<‘rtainty. As I have said, the constitu- 
tion should be so framed that it may ensure the representatives of Indian 
trade, commerce, and industries finding a place in the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, and such merchants an<l industrialists who may be able lo give their 
best advice in the matter. When the question of institutional represen- 
tation was being discussed in the Calcutta Corporation, it was said that 
the EulDpean community should be given institutional repiesentation 
liecause as businessmen they could not find the time to approai h the elec- 
tors, to collect the votes and to get returned. Tlie same remarks ajjply 
equally to the merchants and industrialists of the Indian community; 
and in the same manner as the Europt»an merchants cannot devote their 
whole day away from their businoss, so the Indian merchants cannot 
devote their whole days and nights collecting the votes away from 
their business. If the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and the 
Marwuri Associutiou are given two representatives each, the pre.^ence of 
honafide and good businessmen will be ensured in the Corjioratidn. Thus, 
wo may see, in which way lies the balance of c6nvenience. It may be 
said that it is not desirable to increase the number of councillors from 
5)0 to 94. Sir, if a body of 94 councillors lie an unwieldy Vxxly, I fear 
that the body of 90 councillors would be an equally unwieldy body. 
Therefore, if a body of 90 persons has been considered to be a businesslike 
body, it makes no difference whatever so far as its businesslike capacity 
is concerned if the number is increased from 9(' t») 94. It is a great mis- 
take to allot seats after fixing the maximum nunriier of seats. The result 
of that is that iiniKutant bodies and important institutions do not get 
their necessary seats in the Corporation. The best way of doing this ie 
to find out whut are the interests which require necessary' representation 
in this body; looking at this question from that point of view, perhaps 
it cannot l>e denied that the Bengal National ('ham her of Commerce and 
the Marwari As.wiation deserve no less than any other body to be repre- 
sented on the Calcutta Corporation. One word more for the Marwari 
Association in particular. It has been said that when Wd Sinha’s Bill 
was introduced it provided two seats for the Marwari Association in recog- 
nition of the fact that it repre^nted a community in xtfinority. Though 
the total number of seats Marwaris are entitled to are one-ninth of the 
whole they are in a hopeless minority in that ward. It was also intended 
to ensure the return of Indian merchants on the Calcutta Corporation. 
When the proposal went to the Calcutta Corporation for consideration, 
they thought that although two seats might not be given to the Jfarwari 
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the general electorate. This time the Committee appointed to consi* 
der this question of carmaking, also recommended to the Calcutta Cor- 
poratiotl that four seats should he earmarked lor the Murwari comutuniiy, 
in the present Bill. When the matter came Letore the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion for consideration 

Mr, PRESIDENT, I think we have had all this before, about four 
members representing the Marwari community. I think I have heard 
all this before this afternoon. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN! But, Sir, I do not remember hav- 
ing said all this before 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, I reiiienilier it. 

Babu DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAN: 1 am sorry, I thought 1 had not 
said it. With thess wokIs, 1 supjiort umendincnt No. itkl moved by Babu 
Aiiiulya Dhone Addy. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: ( ul eutta is a growing city, and 
we should provide in this Bill that all the elements in the population of 
the city that are interested in the growth of the city should i»e assiM’iated 
with the Corporation. We have provided in the Bill for the due repre- 
sentation of the Kuio})eun men antile community. 1 do not want to take 
away from that icpiescntation ; I therefore opjKme amendment No. 701. 
But having regard to the important mercantile interests that Indian 
merchants have in Calcutta and having regard to the luige areas of marts, 
trading places, and warehouses in liatkholu, Ultadinghi, J’uturiughatta, 
and other places, and the large mill areas consisting of oil-mills in Manik. 
tala and Nandanbagan, and rice-mills in Cbetla and other places, it is 
necessary that they .should have some sperial representation, liecuuse 
otherwise they will not be in a position to a.^isist the Corporation with 
the kind of siiecial advice that will be necessary for dealing with these 
areas. I therefore support amendments Not. 704 and 706. 

Mr. Ghose says that these Indian merchants may come in through the 
general eleitorates, but the locality in which these merchants have their 
business houses have been given a very meagre represiaitation, and in one 
particular locality to the surprise of all, you have suddenly and without 
any notice decreased the number of representatives from 2 as in the 
Iteport of the Select Committee to 1, namely, in the locality ei tending 
from Bagbasar right up to Nimtolla which is one of the most congested 
areas, and where the jute market and other markets of Calcutta arw 
situate; if you reduce the number of representatives of the Indian busi- 
ness localities from 3 to 1, the Indian merchants will have very liiUe 
chance of getting into the Corporation through that constituency. It 
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Mft F. El El VILLIERSi I wish to oppose the amendment of Babu 
Aiiiulya Uhoiie Addy and do so on precisely the same grounds as I opposed 
the extension of communal representation in the previous amei^ments. 
Yesterday ii»y Hindu friends spent a great <]eal of the afternoon in try- 
ing to pej-suade the Muhammadan section of the House that the exten- 
sion of the communal system was a bad thing, and that on high ethical 
grounds the extension of the system should not be countenanced. What 
do we find to-day? We find to-day that the very. system that they con- 
demned yesterday, and the very gentlemen who were antagonistic to it 
yesterday, have become its prcjtagoiii.sts to-day. This afternoon my 
Hindu friends have, spent a great deal of time and energy and adduced 
a great many arguments against the Muhammadan section of the com- 
munity getting any further numlier of seats than the fair number which 
falls to their lot on the pro rata basis; and indeed, if I remember aright, 

I heard certain titters on the other side of the House when 1 pointed out 
what seemed to my mind to In? an inconsistency on tlie part of my Muham- 
inudan friends in their attitude of yesterday and that of to-day. But 
I find precisely the same inconsislem y in my Hindu friends now. Ihe 
whole principle of communal rt‘presentation we hold to be a bad one— and 
is threatening, like tlie drink habit, to get a hold on us — and if we are not 
very careful we shall end by iHU^oming communal dipsomaniacs. I 
therefore oppose this amendment. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: What 1 did before I do now, 
and that is, what I did in my caimcity as an onlinury member of the House 
repre.senting my constituency, 1 do the same over again on behalf of my 
constituency as well us the (k)i porution of (hdeuttu. 1 am against commu- 
nal, institutional, or corner representation in every shaj^e or form. I 
am personally speaking against the represeiitatitm of the (’hamber of Com- 
mer<‘e and the 1'rades Association aLo. I may frankly say that no man 
has received su< h a large amount of assistance as I— I mean in the work 
of the l’orporati«»n-- have received from the Euroi>ean memlkers who have 
come thi-ough thw institutions. I am very much indebted to them, but 
that is no justification why this communal representation should be there. 

1 am opinmed to it, but on the grounds of exjwdiency the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion have accepted it. It is there since 187C; it is there not liec^use it is 
the Chamber of Commerce or the corner interest which it represents, 
but bei'ause in 1876 it was found Uiat that was the best way of 
getting Kuro)>eans to join the Corporation and assist them in the 
work of the city. That is the reason it came into exisitenre, and having 
established its own reputation it is going on still. That is the whole 
question. I am therefore opposed to all sorts of communal, institutional, 
or corher representation. Individually I am still against them. Uv 
impression is that on account of this Chamber and Trades Association 
representation you do hot allow very good Europeans, who would other- 
visa coma to the Corpeuretion throng election, to come at all. Thai« 
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are many lawyers, doctors, and enffineers, but the door is not open to tliem; 
that is not proper. But because it is expedient, the Corporation has 
stuck to it to-day. But is that any reason why I should be a party to 
extending it? I am against the whole thiyg. I only wish that the 
thing should disappear, rather than add to it- That is the j>ositiofi. 
Now let us consider the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Trades 
Association. Is it at all difficult for the members of the Chamber to come 
through the general electorate? They are here, they can easily come 
to the Corporation through that. In the case of the h]uro|H‘nn repre- 
sentatives of the Chamber and the Trades Asscnuation, there is one thing 
to be said, and it is of conseiiuence. It is that these gentlemen often 
leave the country and when they c(une back they live outside the city, 
and the result is that they have to come in through a by-election; tbiA 
is a waste of time and causes expenditure of energy and money and all 
that. This is the advantage of corner representation. But in your 
case there is no difficulty. My friend, Mr. Anuilya Dhone Addy, stfuid 
last time against me in South Calcutta, He came fnjin South (^^l^utta 
as well as from the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, they are 
always trying to get two strings t6 their bow. NVliy do you do that? 
I do not think there is any use doing that at all. 

Then as regards the Muhajan Sabha; I have the greatest respect for 
it, although I do not know anything about it. 1 think if this Sabha is 
given votes, the Kabuli Ass(»ciation slTtmld also be given voles. I do 
not seek any reason why they should not. 

Then as regards the University. As there is every possibility of my 
being misunderstood, I most emphatically l>eg to say that I am against 
giving the University representation on the .same ground, namely, that 
there should be no University representation; otherwise I think that it 
is a matter of privilege for the Corporation to be joined with the Univer- 
sity, but that cannot he, because it i.s said that the UniveiKily is a seat 
of learning. Surely enough the Bar Library is a seat of learning; why 
not give them ? You may get the Wst of liarristers ami lawyers, and 
they will l>e most u.seful to the Corporation ; they will 1 m‘ (he l>es( advisers 
to the Corjwration. The University member can tell you why the sky 
is blue, and the sea water salt, and so on. A memlH*r of the University 
is not likely to be so useful as a member of the Bar Library who can come 
and give you useful help in matters of litigation and things of that 
kind. He can help us in the Corporation with his advice. The Cor- 
poration do riot need to find out how far the sun is from the moon and 
how far the moon is from the earth ; they do not want that'. The sphere 
of the University is quite distinct. It has a glorious career, we do not 
want to drag it to the work of the Corporation, and mix it with silt and 
filth and sewage; we wonld like it to remain in academic repose. What 
has the University to do with matters of drainage and sewage which are 
the concerns of the Corporation ? Nothing at all We reepect them too 
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much, and I feel if there is any institution which ought to be represented 
in the Corporation it is the Bar Library. They would save me a lot of 
money, and enable me to get rid of my friend here— [here the speaker 
pointed to the Corporation's Solicitor] — the Coriwration are paying him 
Rs. 1,700 a month. I would get their advice 

Mft Da Of CHOSE: But there is no gratis advice from the Bar 
Library. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Mr. Ghose is right; there is 
no gratis advice from the Bor Library; the inoney-niaking instinct of 
many members of the Bar Library is a recent thing; it used not to he 
there; it is of recent date. This matter of University representation was 
considered by the Corjioration ; they were opposed to it; it was also 
brought up by some members in the Sclec*t Committee and there also they 
saw no reason for it. 1 am oi>{^osed to the creation of pm'ket boroughs. 
You have 1,()()0 f>eople to elect one commissioner in a ward. 
If you give it to the National Chaml)er of Commerce consisting of about 
200 people; it will be confined to two or three families. [A voice: 
Question.] The answer is that it is true. Three-fourths of the mem- 
bers of that ChanilK‘r belong to three families and the men are elected 
from among them and take their seats. That is the answer I make. 
Therefore, being opposed to all (he.se things, I am oppcjsed to the (jues- 
tion before the House. As I have already said, I aci’ept the argu- 
ment, the very dear and specious argument of Rai Dr. Huridlian Dutt 
Bahadur. I would have taken slightly more time if I had Mr. Syed 
Nasim Ali’s knowledge of political philosophy, so that I could lay down 
his fine principles of local .self-government, but I shall not take up 
the time of the Council any longer. I am opposed to all manner of 
communal representation, be it communal, institutional or corner, or 
from the Chamber, Trades Association or Port Commissioners. That 
being so and that being the view of the Corporation which I have the 
honour to represent, I am Iwund to oppose. 

Tlif Hon’bto Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: On behalf of 
Government I must oppose these rautions. I must say that I am surprised 
to find, and I repeat this complaint because I made it once before, my 
friend, Dr. Bramathanath Bnnerjea, .should he aasocdated with this motion. 
Dr. Banerjea, ns fur as I have been able to understand his political views, 
is a thorough-going democrat, hut he has surprised us by his peculiar 
views about democratic Government. Here he has come with a most 
undemocratic resolution, namely, the extension of institutional constitu- 
encies. While we are democratising the constitution of the Corporation 
of Calcutta, he wants to undemocratise that institution by introducing a 
system which will involve the extension of institutional constituencies in 
this city. I am sure my friend could not have devoted very serious thought 
to this motion ; he must have acted on the impulse of the moment. 
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There are two motions, one by Dr. Banerjea and the other by Babu 
Amulya Dhone Addy. Both run on the same lines, but there is an essen- 
tial difference between the two. Bubu Amulya Dhone Addy has a some- 
what long political life, and his interests are centred in the Corporation. 
He docs not want any reduction of the number of members returned by 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce or the Trades Association, but he 
executes a dexterous flank movement in order to support his motion. 
says ‘'add to the number of members of the Corporation." We have 
fixed 90; he wants to add 4 more and make it 94. I object to that. In 
the first place, I understand that the Cf>r|x>rntion would Ih' emUirraNmul 
if we made that addition for want of sjwice, and then there is no oci*a- 
sion for adding to the numlier of iiiemlws unless a (dear I'n^e has been 
made out; no nei'essity exists for this. Therefore we must dismiss his 
motion as one wliich Government cannot accept. 

As regard.s the motion of my friend over there, he wants to reduc'e the 
number of members representing the Kuropean trade and ('(unmercial 
interests, 1 object to this. As a matter of fact, the pr<HK»rtion has 
been reduced. When the ('or]M>ration consisted of bO memhers, they 
had 10; the Corporation will now consist of 90, they have got 12; there- 
fore, the proportion hits been considerably lowered. But my friend is 
not satisfied with that. He wants u still further nvluction of members 
of these Ixxlies. 

My friend, Bui Dr. Ifaridhnn Dutt Bahadur, has jxiid a glowing 
tribute to the useful and substantial w'ork which the reprtMentati%'<*s of 
the Chamber of (’ommerce, the Trades A.ssociution, and U»e Port ('ommis- 
sioners have rendered to the Corporation. I In^lieve that this is the feel- 
ing of every member of the Cor|Joration, and not only that, I feel the more 
we are in association with Kuropean representatives in our public work, 
the better it is for ourselves and the country at large. I should there- 
fore very much regret taking any step, the result of which would he to 
reduce the volume of association which we are at present carrying on 
with our European friends. But, Sir, I am entirely in symjmlhy with 
the observations which have fallen from my friend, Mr. Hyed Nasim Ali, 
and also my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, that there should be no 
expansion of these institutional const ituancies. I look forward to a day 
when, with a growing co-operation of the different elements of our some* 
what heterogeneous community, all these different institutions wtU 
disappear, and our interests will be merged in a general electorate which 
will be representative of the w'hole community. I look forward to that 
day and we cannot work for its realization if we go on adding to the 
number of these institutional constituencies. Therefore, the Govern- 
ment will not be any party to the extension of this system. I therefore 
oppose the motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. He says that in the 
interests of Indian tradesmen and commercial men, this recrommsndation 
should be accepted ; but surely. Indian merchants, Indian gentlemen 
associated with trade, with their enormous inffueneSi local and financial. 
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can come into the Corporation throup^h the general electorate, and why 
should they not bruHh Hhoulders with the humbler citizens of Calcutta 
when we are democratizing the constitution of the Corporation? I hope 
and trust that this recommendation will not be accepted by the House. 

One word about the University. 1 have often heard the complaint 
incidental to my long public career — I am from time to time confronted 
with obsen^ations which I made a quarter of a century ago, and my 
friend has done me the honour of quoting what I said in the year 1899. 
I think he was then very young. Well, I have grown old 'since then and 
have had to revise some of the ideas which perhaps represented the 
impulses of youth, and with the advance of years I have become more and 
more democratic. The University of Calcutta is an institutional con- 
stituency ; it is my ohun water; 1 was brought up within its walls. With 
all the profotind respect which I feel for my nudher university, I must 
dissent from the view' that it should be represented on the Ccjrporation ; 
it must come under the jTxe, not the axe of retrenchment that Mr. Mallik 
has wielded with such terrific ruthlessness, but it must (ome under the 
axe, in the sense that there shall be no expansion of these institutional 
constituencies and, therefore, I am unable to ac cept the rec ommemlation 
that the University of Calcutta .should 1k» represcuited on the ( V>r|K)ration. 
I oppose the amendments and trust the House will not accept them. 

The motion standing in the name of Dr. Pramathanath llanerjea w'as 
then put and lost. 

The motion standing in the name of Balm Amulya Dhone Addy w'as 
then put and lost. 

The motions standing in the names of Balm Jogendra Nath Roy, 
Raja lleshee Cose Law, and Babu Amulya Dhone Addy were then put and 
a division taken in the ChamW. 

The Ayes being 8 and the Noes 91, the amendments were lost. 

The motion that Schedule III as amended adopted was then put 
and agreed to. 

The motion standing in the name of the Ilon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea that for the words *‘sixty-.seven’* in clause (ol of section 5, the 
words * ‘.seventy-five” be substituteil, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. S. Mahlxiob Aley being ab.sent. the fcSlowing motion standing in 
his name was deemetl to be withdrawn : — 

“ That for (dause 6 the following be substituted, namely; — 

‘ 5. The Corporation shall consist of — 

(a) sixty-nine elected Councillors, 

(h) ten Councillors to be appointed by the Ix)cal Government, of 
which two shall be from the residents of the area which 
formed the Maniktala municipality before the commance- 
ment of this Act, and 
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(c) seven Aldermen to lie elected by tbe Couneilloni in the mmnuer 
provided in »et'tion 8. of which two shall be from the rtmu 
dents of the area which ^formed the Maniktala municipality 
before the commencement of this Act, 

and shall, by the name of “ the CVirjionition of Calcutta,** be a IhmIv 
cor]iorate and have jicriietual succession and a common atnil, and may by 
euch name sue and lie sued.* ** 


Adjourniiietit 

The Council was then adjourned till d v.a, on Wednesday, the *^Met 
February, ira, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProoeecMngi of ttlie Lsgislatiwa Counoil asssmbM umlar the 

provisions of the Covemmont of India Aoi. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednewluy, the 21«t February, 1923, at 3 I’.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ hie the PreHident in the Chair, the four Hon’ hie Members 
of the Exerutive (’ouiicil, the tliree Hon’hle MiiuHters and 83 nomi- 
nated and elected memlwrs. 


Government Bill. 

TheCeloutta Mimioipel Bill, 1921. 

Cl.AX^SE 5. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I move thal in (‘IauH4‘ 5 
and wherever the word c»ccurN in the Bill, tor the word “ Couiu illorN 
the word “ CommisMionerH ” Ih‘ suhstituWsl. 

The term “ Commissioner ” is u well-understcM)d one. It has 
l>een used for many years — I Wlieve, ever since the creation of the 
(Silent tn Corporation. The oriji^inHl object of the chanjye was t<) folh»w 
the liotnhay precedent and to <‘onfine the use of the wonl “ Commis- 
sioner ” to the “ Chief Kxe(‘utive Officer ” of tlie Coi|M)ration and to 
desifynnte the memln»rs of the Corporation by the name of ‘ Coun- 
cillors.^ But this idea is now changed. The Chief Ex<H*utive ()ffic‘er is 
no longer to l)e designated as the (\)iiimissioner us in Bombay. Now, 
Sir, I submit that if the won! ** Couneillor ” is suhstituted for the 
woi*d “ (Tommissioner,” theix* w’ill lie a great deal of ( onfusion. Mem- 
bers of this Couneil aie know’n as Councillors, and at the time of elec- 
tion, it will l)e difficult for voters in the muuiciiml constituency, most 
of w^hoiu are also voters in the Council constituency, to distinguish 
htdween two kinds of candidates. The distinction lietween muuitupal 
eowncillors and legislative <’o«ncillors would not lx» very clear to the 
ordinary voter. Perhaps another reason which promjded the use of the 
word ** Coumullor ” in |daee of the word ** Commissioner ” was to 
follow the system which prevailed in I^ondon. In the metropolis of 
England a member of the municipal body — is known as a Councillor, 
but there the body itself is known by the name of Council. Here the 
ttnnicipal body is to be known as the C^cuita Corporation and therefore 
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i« no sense in ehanpinp the word “ Commissi(»ner into ** Coun- 
cillor.” 

r submit Sir, that the term “ (\»miiitssioner ” is a MeU-understiK>d 
practice and should l>e retained, and that no chancre is therefore nece»»- 
ary. 

MINISTER in oliargo of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’Mt Sir Surondri NMh Binorjoi)! 1 think it 

will simplify discussion if I were to jret up at once a!»d say what 1 have 
got to «»y in tliis connection. I opiM>se this ameinlment and then' is 
a very substantial reason f<»r using the v)-ml “ ('ouncillor ” instead of 
the w’ord ” C'ommissiiujer.*’ The word ** (\»ininissioner ” has an exe- 
cutive sense; for instance, we us<* the word “ (Vuniuissioner ” of 
Ex<‘*im\ and so on, that is to say. the word suggests an executive cn|»a- 
city which dm's not ladong to municipal cornmisshmers. Then, fur- 
ther, this is the word that is used, as my hoirble friend has j>ointe<l out, 
in Ivondon and again in HomlsiN . There is no reason why we should not 
make a change if the change is thought desirable. The matter is very 
trivial. I do not know that this amendment is at nil necessary. No- 
body will misunderstaiul it. Voters will know whom the vote is for, 
whether for the Muni( ijKility or for the Council. There will he no such 
(xmfusion us my friend imagines in connection with the voting. Voters 
will know their husiness and, what is mon‘, the eaii'assers of (h<‘ various 
camlidates will correi t them if they aie likely to err ami they will know 
what to do iri <onne< tion w ith their voles. I feel it my duly to op|K»s<» 
the amendment and I (rust the Council will accept this view. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA; I move (hat in line 1 of 
clause 5(h), b^r the woid ” eight ” the womI “ five*’ Ih» substituted. 

My proiKisal is to reduce tlie numlier of nomiiiated commissioners 
of the CoriKiration, Sir, the system of nomination is opiKW‘d to the 
first principle of deimx nn y. The only ground on which such a system 
can lie defended is that hy this means the minority may secure some 
representation on our jmblic- IxMlies. Now. Sir, as the most imjKirtant 
minority in Calcutta, vix., the Muhammadan (ommunity, is to lie re- 
jireseiited through communal electorates, and another imfioriaiit minor- 
ity, vix., the Eunijieun community, is also t4Mditain more than adisiuaie 
representation through various public btalies, the need for retaining 
nominatcMl seats has bcMoiue less. Sir, the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of I^oral Self-Oovernment cannot lie in love with the system of 
nomination. Who amongst us does not remember his angry denuncia^ 
lions of the principle? He is a democrat of democrats, and we had it 
from his own lips the other day that with his advanced years his love 
of democracy is steadily growing. Baba Hurendra Nath Banerjea until 

23 A 
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th(* other day wan an apritator, and whenever he made any proposals he 
kiiCK'ked luH head apraiiiHt a dead wall. Now, Sir, in the year of grace 
1923, he i« a Minister and a Member of the Govenimeut of Bengal. He 
n<»w in a jiosition to translate his ideas into action. Is it too much 
♦o hoi)e that he will give effect to his democratic ideas by accepting 
this amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Oia Han’Me Mr. H. E. A. Ootton): Before I 
fall on Bahu Nirode Behary Mullick to move his amendment No. 87, 

I desire to remind the Council that yesterday the following amendment 
was raovnl in this connection on liehalf of Government : — 

Tdiat for the word ‘ eight ' in sul)-clnuse (b) of clause 5 the word 
* ten ’ be substituted.^’ 

Bibu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: I move that in claus<> 

(/) in line 1, for the word “ eight ” the word “ ten ” Ik* substituted, 
and (2) in line 2, after the word “ Gorvernment ” the words “ one of 
ahom shall Ik* nominated to represent the interests of the l)ackward 
class<*s and another to represent the interests of JalKuir,” be inserted. 

It has l)een said by several meml)ers of this Council that the Cal- 
cutta Municipal Bill represents an attempt to make the ('or|K>ration of 
Calcutta more democratic' and representative in its character and (‘on- 
stituiion. With this laudable object, I, in common with (dhers, 
strongly sympathise. But the question that I wish to raise is this: 
Can the ('orporation Ik* as representative as it ought to be without there 
lK*ing on this Isuly some ineml)er to I'epivsent the interests of the back- 
ward and lalKiuring classes? In order to satisfactorily answer this 
question, it is ni*c<*ssary to have an ad(H|uate idea of the numerical 
fltrf*ngth of the bu<‘kward and labouring classes. 

The backward classes in Cah'utta comprise 20 castes and their num- 
Iwr is 79,794, This is the figure given in the Census of Calcutta as 
taken in 1901. I tried to obtain a moi-e re<‘ent copy of the Onsus, but 
I could not get it either in the Council Library or in the Inii>enal 
library. Knowing the increase of the members of these classes since 
then, the present figure will be almut a lakh. The question therefore 
is; Will the CoqHiration l>e truly representative or democratic without 
there being the least semblam'e of representation of these classes on it? 

It may l>e naked what are the interests of the backward classes that 
have got to be saleguarde<l on the Corporation ? Before 1 come to an 
examination of this question. I wish to point out that from my stand- 
point, I do not consider this question to be a relevant one. If we are 
unanimous as to the purpose and aim of this Bill, which is to |dace the 
Corporation on a more democratic and representative basis, as we surely 
are, there can lie no escape from the conclusion that these classes ought 
to have tome tort of representation and that the porpoee and aim of thia 
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Bill cannot be ad(H)uately achievnl without this representation. More* 
over, it oujfht to be borne in mind that if ropn^iientative foniin of gov- 
ernment or adniiniatratioii whether in civil, academic or ndminititrative 
fi{)hereH are demanded, it ih not U^caUM* thert» in no other way of aafe* 
guarding the conflic'ting intert*Ht8 of diifen»nt cominunities hut Un'uuae, 
rightly or wrongly, the civiliwMl world have delilierately prtderrod 
to have their affairM adminiNteriHl by thoac* whom they like. It may 
be thatnaa matter of fact, from the ecoinmiic |Hant of view and 
from the |K>int of view of aafeguarding the iiilen‘HlM of different 
fMtmmunitiea, a Wnevolent deHj)oi may bi* a U'tter niler or 
administrator than a host of «*ouiH*illoiH or (HimmissionerH. Any 
history of any land will lanir out this fact. And if the ten millions 
of j»eo|>le who comjjose tl»e Ikackward clus.st's of Hengal were aibuiualely 
re|>res<*nted on this (\uincil. I would have refuMsl to answer the ques- 
tion as t(> wliat interests of the backw'urd classes have got to la» pri>- 
tci ted and would have finished by saying that the buckwaid cIasH<*s 
should have tludr represtuitution on the deiina ratic ally constituted (’or- 
fKmition, simply IsMause others are having their representation and 
we must have ours. Hut none is more ( oii.si-ious than I atn of tlie in- 
adisjuaey of seat.*' for these ehusses on this Couneil, and as such, siieh 
an attitude might jtHijnirdiw* the interests of the Imekward rlasses. 1 
shall not, therefon*, uilopt this attitude; I shall now proceed gladly to 
answer the qiu'stion. What iiitere.sfs of the backward c1ush(‘m have got 
to be protiH'ted on the (’or|Nuatioij ? I shall Wgin with an example. 
More than 150 yeais of Hritish udmiiiist ration have rolled by. This is 
fni the first time in the animls of Hritish adipiiiist ration that a resolu- 
tion purjMirting to the effect that a certain sum of money may cur- 
marked for the Iwn'kwaid cIusm«*s has 1mh»ii tabled in my name. Coun- 
cillors and administrators luive come itiid gone. Why was not there 
found huine one ti) bring their grievances to the notice of the (love*rn- 
ment y What is true of this Council is equally true of the ( ulriittn 
('oriHiration. I have U*en fold that out of the numerous iswts at the 
disi»osal of tlie Cab iittii Cor|)oration, not ii singb* one lias ever lieen held 
or is held at pn*s«*iit hy any rnernWr of lhe»M* class«‘s. 1 df> not, how- 
ever, mean any r<‘prt»ach to the ('ouncils that have gone or to the Cal- 
cutta Coqiorution. The reas<»ii is that it is not in human nature to U* 
unusually anxious alsiut the interests of others. The remedy lies in 
repn^sentution of some meroWs of these elasm's, who (Mcasiotially bring 
to the iiotit'e of the Corporation the grievances from which they suffer. 


Take another example. Some roemlM*rs of the backward (lasses 
have been nominated on the Corporation of Bombay, not to s|M‘ak «»f 
the Madms Corporation where, as is known, the backward clasiM«s play 
a comparatively important part in the political field nowadays. Still 
the n«iiieri(^l importaniv* of these rlasses in Bombay or Madras is much 
less than that of Bengal. In Bombay the backward classes number 
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three niilliouN; in Madias six millions, in Bengal ten millions, and in 
Calcutta al)out a lakh. In spite of these figures nowhere in the many 
thousands of printed pages contained in several big volumes is any men- 
tion of the backward and labouring classes to be found. The only 
discussion pertaining to this topic is to be found in the book containing 
the proC/eedings of the (’alcutta Cori)oration under clause (^^), and I 
would have likt^l to put this discussion as evideiu'e of the kind of in- 
terest taken by the city lathers in the backward and lalK>uring classes. 
But fiino would not jn'miit me to do so. Suffice it to say, that it is a 
piece of irresi)onsible j>ro<‘eedings and that even in a matter which con- 
cerns the interests of such a larger sec tion of the i)eople. 

The ntM’essity for iwliticul training has lH*en put forth as an argu- 
ment for scnits on the (’or|M)ration. If this argument is genuine* — ami 
I do n(»t say that it is not genuine — the claim of the backward classes 
for a seat on the (VujKuaticm is irn‘sisti}de. And fioiu this jK)int of view, 
I think, it would not have l)een unfair o!» my i>art if I were to ask for 
five seats. But the symimthy of the city fatluMs in tliese classes as 
revealed in the prcKcedings (»f the Calcutta Cor|H)ration has made me 
more cautious and moderate, so (aiitious and mt)de]ale that at times 1 
fcH*l staggered at my own caution and mmleration. Sir, I wish to touch 
here on a comparatively [H'isonal note. If tl»e seals on the difterent 
delilwrative bodies are ask(*d foi, it is not lH‘cause tlu‘se seats carry 
with tht*m a certain amount of honour and privilege* as might 1 h* the case 
with some, but U'causc* of the in.stinct of self-preservation, tiladly 
W'ould we have retircHl from these bcMlies could we have convyiccMl our- 
selves that our inb'rests are safe in the hands of otluus. The e.v|H*rience 
handed dc»wji from gcuieraticm to g«*neration iH>ints, however, to the 
irresistible conclusion that even at a lo.ss to our |H‘rsonal interest, these* 
iKulies must l»e joined, 

I have asked for nomination by (lovernrnent liecause, not Inking a 
]H*rinanent resident of Cab uttu, I have not lH*en able to give to the sub- 
ject the amount of attention it deserves. In other words, 1 have not 
lM*en able w*ithin the short time at my disis>s<il to evolve an electorate, 
I know tliat nomination is in many case's worse than representation. 
Still I have acted on the principle — Something is lietter than nothing. 

I have not dwelt at length on the question of the lalwmring classes, 
for I do not pretend to la* thoroughly familiar with this question, and 
1 shall not therefore nish in, especially when there are abler membeni 
on this Council who will do full justic'e to it. I shall, however, say 
this: At present every one who rends the newspaj>ers knows that 
labourers without having any represenation on the different bodies take 
to undesirable a»so<nations, and these associations exploit them for their 
own purposes. Conse<iueiitly if they find constitutional channels for 
•xpressing their views, it will be better hoik for them and also for the 
representative form of government. 
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^oue caii feel more opiiresned with a deep tieiiKe of iiisuffioieney than 
1 feel while occasionally 1 try to repi*eseiit the intereiits of these millionii 
of people. But somehow by a {HK'uliar coincideuct' of circumstaniyM, 
which I mystdf cannot explain, it Kan oftentimes fallen to my lot to 
preside over big meetings attended by thouHunds of men lielunging to 
these cluHsch in Dacca, Barisal. Khulna, l''aridpur, and in ('alcutta. I 
believe 1 know their mentality. They aiX‘ not neektM^ after favouritism. 
They are straightforwanl classcH and simply ask for the Iwrest justice. 
The preamble of the (loveinment of India Ait, 1919, lays stix^aa on 
the word l ieojKoatiim as (oiitaincil in the claum': ** And wheieas the 
ai tion of Parliament in such matters must In* guided by the co-oinmi- 
tiiMi nMeivinl from those u]xin whom new op]K>rt uni ties of service will 
l>^ lonfeneil, etc.” It is now for the (ioverninent and for the varhma 
sections of the Houw^ to eonsider whether they ean, with a due wmse 
of justice and lesjuuisibility and with an eye to the lies! interests of the 
pro\iiHe and of (alcutta, refuse them this simple and elementary right. 

Btbu HEM CHANDRA NASKER; 1 move that in clatisi^ 
line I, after the aoids ” eight ('ouiicillors ” the words of whom two 
shall Is* fnun the .Maniktala iuuiiici|>ai area ” Is* inserted. 

Maiiiktala municijsility. as it is constituteil at present, has lieen 
allot ttsl ti\e seat^, out of which two M'ats are rcs4*rved for Muhamma* 
dans i submit that this iepreHt*ntHtion is imidtM|Uute, and I am afinid 
It will not Is* posMihle to induce the ('alcutta commissioneis to make 
an iinpioveiiient in Mainktahi. Mv .suggeston is for safeguarding the 
inten*st> of Maniktala, and I lu>|>e it will be ai-cepted. 

The fidlowing aiiiendment standing in the name of Habu Uisliindra 
Nath Sarkar was, by leave of the (’oumdl, withdrawn 

” That iti « IaUH€* Th/O. after the words ‘ hsitl (Joveriiiiieiil ’ the 
words ‘ of whom at least two must Is^ engineers ’ lie iiiaer- 
ted.” 

Mr. KRIBHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURIf I rim* to arconl 
mv wholehearted supfxirt tii Nirisle Babti’s iimeiifiment. The amen* 
ment. 1 must say, is a very modest one. All tliat it asks is that the 
(ioveriimeiit should reserve two noiiiifialed seats, one to re{)rem*nt the 
depresse<l classes and (he. other to represent the w'orking idasses. In 
fa<*t it is the logical conclusion of the Keforin Act which has accepte<l 
the principle of nomination, for representation of these imiMirtant 
cU«*M*s not only in the local l4egislative ("ouncil but also in the Assem- 
bly. What is this principle and how is its afiplit^tion essential to make 
the (Vlcutia * really rejiresentative and democratic bodyf 

It has nothing to do with instituthmai or communal principle for wKieb 
my friends have lieen fighting for the last two or three days. Th« 
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prinriple i§ to ^ivo a chance to the large body of manual and indus- 
trial workera who maintain our civilised existen(*e, to have a R]K>kes- 
inan or two to press their claims before the Ijegislature and before the 
lm;al (Council. I do not want to waste the time of this (Touncil by 
drawing a glowing picture of the supreme importance of lalwur repi^e- 
sentation. liubour can claim three Prime Ministers in the British 
(^douies, and the liubour Party in England is the alternative govern- 
ment of the day. The President of the German ll^public is a labour 
man. In the hhist as in Japan, in the West as in America and Euroi)e, 
in the North as in Russia, in the South as in Australia and New Zealand 
and South Afrit’a, they have all recognized the force of what I call the 
industrial democracy. The principle, so far us India is concerned is 
that labour for some time to come (‘annot iK)ssibly get into the Corpota- 
tion through the front door and therefore it must de[>end on <’rulclieM, 
viz., nomination. Lal)our representation in the Im'al as well as our 
Central In'gislative (’/ouncil has, ac<-ording to the testimony of Ameri- 
can and British critics, achieviMl satisfactory results. With the help 
and ex|)ert advice of l^ibour MemlHMs in local as well as (Vntral Coum ils 
tlie Government lias l)een able to legi.slute on workmen’s i^imiiMMisa- 
tion, the Indian Mines Act, the amended Faitory Act, with all the 
latest humanitarian principles for protection of labour embodied in 
thesi' Acts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All these are off the point. Whatever may be 
done by the Ij<‘gislative Assembly with the help of labour has nothing 
W'hutever to do with lalsmr representation in the Calcutta CoiiKiration. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI^ 1^4 ns for n 

minute consider the utility of thes<» Government nominations for ten 
st'nts on the Calcutta CoqHUiition. The theory is that certain ex|H»rts, 
either in health or engiiieeiing or housing or accounting as well as 
reprtwntatives of imi>ortant minorities, e.f;,, Anglo-Indians. Indian 
Christians, Marwuris, are to iHMiitrmliKetl hy nomination, but what has 
l»tM*n the procliee of successive Governments and the Government of 
the day? We find in the list of noiiiinuteil meml>ers sevei-al Knights, 
Nawabs, Rajahs and that class of |>et>ple, with the exc'eption of a news- 
pajMir editor, or as only ret'ently iiorainatetl, an accounting expert, a 
Marwari, and an Anglt>-Indinn. It is therefon^ necessary to tell the Gov- 
ernment that we ik> not want representatives of property owners, hankers 
or cupitalists, Imt we want exjierts. Why do we want to tie the hands 
of the Government as the amendment seeks F It is simply to tell the 
Government not to kdlow in the fooisteim of its predecessors in the 
mailer of nomination. My second reason fbr earmarking two seats for 
labour and depressed classee is that the (Corporation has to deal with 
the pubile utility aevvic'es of this great city. I mean the (.^ilcuita 
Eleetrie Supply Ccwjioration, the Oriental Gas Company, the Bengd^, 
Telephone (Company, and the notorious Calcutta Tramways Ckuupany. 
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1 «ay natorious WauHe Tramway^ Compaay han acliiovwl a notoriety 
for bad bandlin;^ of labour that no other puldie oervit'o (Himpany of 
Bengal can btwHi of. These roinpauiea enjoy a iiioijo|H»ly granted to 
them by the rate [wiyers of ( uleutta. They have in their employ a larg*^ 
laafy of workers. On the contentment of these a-orkers de^XMids the 
eHiciency of the servit^es that we all enjoy. If any set of thest* workmen 
refuse to aork or down their tools to the city is |mralyMe<l, the (dvihwMl 
existence of this town is thrown out of gt'ar. A single argument in c«»n- 
nection with this should c«jnvincc the memlMUs of the urgioicy of lalaiur 
representation in the (\ir[K)nition. Take, for example, the last Tnimway 
strike. Then* was init a .siml in the (^irimration who knew anything 
ulmut the causes that led to that stnke, excepting what they read in 
iiewspa|H*rs. Even our w<irthy ('hairmun hud to iHUifess that he did 
nut know the whereulxnits of the Tramway rnion. The strike tsmhi 
not 1 m‘ udcijuately discussed in the (’or|iorution laH'ause no one had exa<‘t 
knowle<lge of the issues involveil in that lalamr dispute. My third 
reason is that the ('alcuttu ('oifMiration have hundnals of iminual workers 
ill their employ. We all know that (dliciency of senices, c,//., water- 
supply, drainage and sanitation, de)s*iids a gtsxl deal on th(^ contiuitment 
of the workers who, 1 am sorry to say, have Ix'en dubhed as menials. 
1 was not present .it the time when that was disciisMsl in this ('ouiicil. 
My fourth reason for earmarking seats for labour and tlie depressed ami 
the isHir < lasM*s is the housing problem of (ab iitta. Tlie housing (»f 
the woikmg classes is a prohbun of very great iin|M>rtance. In every 
piogicssiM- (ountry in the world, ns for example in England, they have 
passe«l the Wtrrknien’s Housiitg A<'t at the instarrer* of a lahour ('abinet 
Minister, viz., Mr. Jrdin Iluins, wdio was at the ludm of the Lor al tiov- 
ernment Board. 'I’o pro>nle rheap sanitary dwellings for the working 
class4*s should 1 h* the foremost duty of tin* ( orjxrration. Sir, I have 
done iny }M*st, with the help of the late Hai Bahadur Hadha Charan PaL 
Bubii Ainulya Dhone Addy, and our Acting ('hairnran, to make some 
irniHutunt amendments to the (’aleutta Municijnil Bill in the Seleef 
(\)mmittf*e in reganl to housing of the issrr and wrtrking classics. I 
say that the (’or|s»ratir»n w'ill in*e«l the assislarne of a lalsHir represen- 
tative to advise them on the subject. Then there is the qui^stion of 
w'orkmenV erlucalion, and I cannot help exf>ressing my <leep debt of 
gratitude to our Acting (’hairman fin his genuine d<»sire to |»rom(ile this. 
There is the tiuestion of recreation groumls and jiarks f(»r the lM»nef4t of 
irorkmen, their children and families, Iteautiful imrka and mpiares 
have crop|H*d up and are Wing maintained for the Wnefit of fH«ojde 
everywhere in Calcutta excepting wrbere the working classes Jive. 

Mr# PREilOIliTS It appears to me that the lum^ble member is 
making an excellent spee<'b in farour of returning a lalamr roemWr to 
ihe Calcutta Cbrporation. It does not seem Ui me that bis remarka are 
quite pertinent to ibe matter under diacuaiiion. 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: Somethmg has 
to done done to provide these for the benefit of the people living in 
inHunilttiy dwellingH. 1 have a fifth reason to urge on the ground of 
real deniocraoy. In ('aleutiu we have a numlier of workmen’s and 
enijdoyees’ associations. They have their regular constitution. They 
meet reguarly, discuss problems affecting lalMnir, and the management 
of affairs is strictly on demoiaatic lines. The best of them, in the 
opinion of the [mblic, the Government, and the press, is the Employees’ 
Association, with a very large membershi}) tliroughout Bengal and having 
a highly democratic constitution. It is not a one man, two men’s or 
three men’s show, as some of the (’alcutta associations are. 1 say that 
the (iovernment should de|Hmd on these IsKlies to find its nominee to 
rejnesent tlic working classes, and I am confident that the men that 
will be re(‘omm(Mided by these IsMlies, probably after election in their 
own association, will be the Wst men to icly uikih. 1 say without fear 
of contradiction that a man .selected from thes«* bodies will be a far 
more jKipidar man than many of tho.so elected by general electorates. 

Om* word ni(M’(‘ and 1 have done. Some petvple say that it is all very 
fine to have nominees for lalamr in the Council or the Corporation. 
Eabour is dumb, and how can we get a leul laboui man and that kind of 
tiling^ My iepl> to them is this, that the\ have nevi*r lioubled to lead 
tin* histiuy of tin* labour movements of the world. Labour in its 
infani stage of organization had to dei>end in the past ol men who were 
outsitb* the ranks, to push the caus<' of labour. For (‘xamph*, 
llolH'it Owen, one of the pioneers of the British labour movement, was 
a great manufacturer. Kail Marx, the founder of scsial deincHrucy 
and a jnoneer of the (lermaii labour movement, was the sem of a great 
lawycM and himself a sclndar in philosophy and history. Lassalle, the 
grt'at Oeiinan lalsmr leader, was a merehant. In dapan the IuImiut 
movement was inaugurated about fifteen years ago by journalists, mer- 
eliants and lawycus. In India, Mr. C. F. Andrews, a great (’hristian 
Soc ialist, a humanitarian, and a chela of the l\>t»t, is now' nu'ogniml bv 
the Nationalists, the (’apitalists, and the I^abourities as an authority 
on lulMUir. Mr. dosbi, the nominated member in the Assembly, is not 
a manual worker himself and yet a recognized lalniur man for all India. 

I ap)Mnd to the Ilon’hle Minister, an a{^>ostle of Indian democracy, not 
to op|H)se this motion, which is meant to quicken the priK'oss of demo- 
crutijurtion. 1 apixud to the (^hairmaii of the Calcutta (\>r}>oration, 
Mr, Mullik, not to opixw it. It will be iiuMUi si stent with his great 
principle that every man should have a chance if he opjiow's this motion. 
It will Ih' inconsistent with his principle of proterding the |XK)r against 
the injustice of the rich to ojqKise this motion. iMistly I apfieal to the 
deiiuH'ratic memliers of the CoriKinitioii to supixrrt this amendment. 

Mmivi YAlCUmUOOIM AHMCDs In these democrutie days when 
the dumb millions nN» represented in Couiieils, the representation of the 
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Uboiiring cluatteH and of the de^mnsed chiHtiett on the Corporation i» a 
neceft^ity. I think, a» wo haw already given ropreMonlation to thl> 
genuine MuhammadunN and a?< we have given repwaentation to the 
women, it is only a nwessary I'orollarv that we give repri'sentalion al*<o 
to the lalmuring c’las}a*s and tt> the tlepn^aiw^l c lasses. They want one 
rei»re»enlative from the lalwuring c*la«« and one ivpresentative from tho 
depri¥4sed cIush. It is a iiKHlest demand whieh you sliouhl ne<'<'de to. 
I think the in(x>nvenien(‘ej» and the grievunees t»f the lahouring and 
depressed elass<[>s re(|uire ventilation in (he ('^»r|»ora(ioii of ('alciitta, 
and ther<*fore I think (hat (he (Vuneil would do well to consider (heir 
claim, w-hich is a legitimate one. 

With these words I su[)|M>rt the motion. 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTEft: I am in entiw sympathy with 
this ivsolutico), es|H*{'ially (hat |»art of it which rcdaie^ lo the* poor. I 
think that n^presentut um should Im* given to (he* hiokward classes, 
I hese |KK»r |HH»ple are inarticulate and have fc‘w fricMids to H|s*ak for 
them. The isair unfortunates are here, |Kii't of the* univ«‘rHt\ 'Iln’y did 
not, at their own recpicst, ask to 1m* |nir( of (he un i veu’se*. Thi*v have 
not violently iiitj'uded theiiiselvos against your will, Th»*refcu** it 
lH*hove> us to ti\ to make them mcKlenilely comfortahli* and free* from 
|»ositive suffering and trial. They need all the help thc*v cmiii g«»t to 
further this end. They want a sympathetic repies4*ntnti\«‘— -iUie 
who will take up their cause and fight for thion — one* who under- 
stands their (‘onditions and needs. 1 do not think (his is so much 
(»f a ca.s 4 ‘ for a democnilic’ elec (ion, a-s it is in c hoosing the right is^rson 
lo help the.sc* ikmu |>eopli- to climli (he laddt*r a little higher. They have 
not gut the kind of brain that can try to Ik* what we think they ought 
to be. They are the viclmis <»f eruel fate. Thew Isukwaicl |KM>pIf» 
rcHiuire all the sym[»uthy and help that thi‘ir more favour«*<l l»rethn*ri 
can give. Mewt of us have at one time known a friend whose* counsel, 
(Kmverstttiun or <*xnniple has aflf€*cted the entire cum*nt of thouglii and 
freejuently i hanged the direction of our lives, and that is why in this 
case I would prefer two representatives who have a sj^ecial gift in Ihis 
way being appointed, for those who apiK>in< them will have opportuni- 
ties of judging Ixdter than this uneducated and pcMir elca torate c'.#>uld 
do for thenisedves. If two members cannot be apjaiinted, 1 trust at 
leaat one 

Mr. 0. cl. COHEMs I sup|»orl the amendment moved by the Ifon’lile 
the Minister and oppose the one moved hy l>r. Pramathanath Banerjeu, 
At the jwesent moment out of 50 commissioners tJovernmenl have the 
power to nominate 15, or 30 p<*r cent. If we m^cept the amendment 
moved hy the Hon’ble the Minister, Oovemroent will only have the 
power to nominate 10 out of 90 seats, or roughly, one-third, in propor- 
tioii, of the number they at present noininaie. Is that Um muchf 
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Dr. Banerjoa admits that minorities have to be represented, and he has 
in mind only the Muhammadan and the European communities. Are 
there no oIIkm* imiKu-tant minorities to be considered? How about the 
An^lo-lndian community? Government have in recent years been 
apiK)inrinf( a memkn’ thereof to the (Corporation. How about the Mar- 
wuri community, if no memk*r of that jxirticular community c-an find 
his way there by election? ]IowalK>ut the Indian CJhristian community? 
The lIon*ble the Minister some time a^^o nominattsl the Eevd. Mr. B. 
A. to represent that c(unmunity. How about the Jewish commu- 
nity — a community which, thouf^h not very large in numWs, pays 
conjimruiively — and the Chairman must admit it — a considerable sum 
in rates and taxes to the coffers of the ('orjiorution ? If we were to 
consider the claims of these various conununities, if we were also to 
consider the other claims that Government have got to prew^rve, I think 
10 instead of being a large number is a small one. I’he (’hairraan of the 
Improvement Trust must of necessity Ik* nominated ti> the Corisnution 
just as the (’hairman of the (’orixmition must of necessity k nominated 
to the Improvement Trust. Each <»f them has got to know the work- 
ing of the sistiM’ Ixsly, and also to know the improvements that are con- 
tem|)hited hy each IhmIy. Then how about an exjs*rt accountant? 
Two months hack the Iloirbh* the Minister nominate<i an exjHMt account- 
ant, and no one can deny that he will of ncce.ssity make a very uwful 
menilHM'. I'reviously we had Babii Nilamhar Mukherje(\ the Vice- 
('hairman, who was an exfKTt in this direction, .\ttcr he hdt th<‘ (Cor- 
poration the Deputy (chairman or the VTceJchairman who t(H»k up that 
duty knew very little of a<’counts, and the advantage to Ik* gained hy 
having a commissioner with ex|H'rience in accountancy cannot In* denietl 
by anycine. 

Then, Sit, we come now to the other two am(*ndments. I w’ill first 
of all refi*r to that moved by Babu Hem ('handra Nasker. I do not 
think he is serious when he suggests that Government ought to k tiinl 
down to nominate two men out of the representatives of Maniktiila. 
Why should that k so? What particular intei-ests would they rei>r<v 
stMit ? The mover could not adduce any reu.son fw his proposal. 

T also opiK)se the amendment moved by Babu Nin>de Behar>’ Mullick, 
but for a different reason. I do not think he hivs made out any case 
s(» far as the depr<*ssed classes are com*erne<l. His one cry is that he 
diH*s not find a single memkr of his community who has got an appoint- 
ment under the Oorpt>ralion. How d(K\s he know that? Does he know 
every memkr of the roriKimlion staff? And even if it were correct, 
is that a sufficient justification for Government to nominate a member 
of that class? If Government does nominate a member, will he lie able 
out of 9() jKMiple to act ns a saviour of his community in the matter of 
appointments in the Corporation? So far as the second part <if that 
amendment is concerned, I am in entire symiwthy with it, because I 
am of opinion that labour ought to he represented, though I do uol 
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ai^ree that we ought to tii* the handH of (loveriiiiieut down in thi« 
matter. Mr. KriHhna ('handra Bay (?haudhuri has explained the ix»aaona 
why there should lie a labour niemla'r on the (W|»oration, and for theiH% 
reaaoiiK, although, m 1 have Kiiid, 1 a’ould not like to tie the hands of 
Ooverninent, I think it would lie wiae on the jwH of (loveniinent to 
nominate a menil)er on the (\)rja>n»tion who will \h} a representative 
of labour intereats. 


Khmi Bthadur Maulvi WASIMUDOIN AHMED: 1 sup)N>rt the 
amendment so ably moved by Balm Nirmle Behiirv Mulliek. What is 
the f>bjeet of reserving eerfain Heats ft>r nomination y 'Hu* obj«H*t eer- 
tainly is to <*nable Gj)vernment to send in M<ane ex|a‘rl memlsTH to ni'prt*- 
aent the interi*stH of Government as alst^ to i*nuble Government to 
repH'sent olasHeH who have no ehaiua* of g<*tting into the Muniripnl 
Board by the onlinary jinwesH <»f g<»ing through thi» eleetion system. 
Now let us M‘e whether the elass<»s for whieh my friend pleads in this 
(‘ouneil have any ehaiiee of Iming returned by th(' ordinary eourse. that 
is, l»y election. In tin* first place, (he voting ((ualifiiation of the Cal- 
cutta Municii»ality is very high, and 1 think none of the depress«*d classes 
will have that standard and will md have a chame of voting for (liis 
municipolity. Then again tiu’ lalxmiers. Tliev also stand on the Maine 
/(Kiting: they fall far Im*1ow the ({unlification ftir voting. Tlie munici- 
fwiit) has to deal with matters affecting the interests of the deprt'ssed 
classes as well as the hilKiiirers. When these jM*ople hav<» no ehanee of 
getting into (he Muniei|RiI Board hy the ordinary pr<K'4*ss of eleetion, 
it is only desimble that Government should nominate some meiiilHUH 
from amongst them who will sfieak for them, so that they luay have a 
voice in municiixil matters. 

With these words I supjKirt the amendment of Babu Ninnle Behury 
Mulliek. 

Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Batedurs Some clearing of 
confused ideas is neewsury. Mr. Krishna Chaiidm Huy Chuudburi 
cites exam(deM of all ctmiitries and Hays lulmur meiniKTH Hbouid In* 
nominateil. Where has he found thisV It may W a gwal to 

say that lalnMirers should have a right to vote, but that is not his motion ; 
hia motifHi is not that lalmurers Hbouid have a right to vote, but that 
they should be nominated. Where has he found that? In no country 
of the world is this the cose. Now, Sir, the voting qualiheoiion has 
been sufficiently reduced from Ha. 24 to Ks. 12. Does he want a more 
democratic principle? Does he know that 80 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of Calcutta are laliourers-— 80 per cent, of the pojmlation of Cal- 
eiitta who will lie entitled to vote would be of the lower classes? As 
a ol fact, we shall be nowhere so far as the voting ca{wcity ii 

eonoemed. 
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The next ([ueMtion is the (lepresHed claBses. Who are the depressed 
claHHCH ? Dfxv< he know that the most influential — the richest — families 
in Culculta belong to classes not higher in social status than my friend? 
Whom <lo('s he call depressed classes? Now, Sir, there are surely the 
nmw)nM, inchtars, sweepers, and others; but the labourers will refuse to 
be (dassed as depressed classes. Men from the United Provinces and 
Bihar, the Ka liars and other j»eople who work here, the lower classes of 
M uhammadunr^ and others will refuse to be considered vas depressed 
classes. Anybody who has sijine kiiowle<lge of Calcutta knows |K*iiectl> 
M'cll lliut nolMidy here will agree to lx* classed among the depressed classc's 
and have a sjiecial seat by nomination. Sir, J shaJi have speak 
more on this matter later on. Democracy with a vengeance — it is not 
dem(»cracy. Nowhere will you find it. We aie having everything new 
and novel. 

As regards the number of seats, I should hav(‘ b(M*n prepared to sui>- 
isnt l)i‘. Pramatliainith BatierjtMi, that is to say, the nuinlKU' of seats 
should be reduc<Ml, but ha\ing regard to the (daims made by the various 
|mrti<‘s, tin* depressenl (dasses, tin* labourers, the Indian ('hristians. the 
.l('ws ami ntluMs, I think the original ]H(>|H>sal is reasonable enough. 

Rii Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahatfur: I wish to make a f(*w rmnarks 
on the two anu'ndmetits now before us. ('oming to my fri<*nd, Dr. Bauer- 
jea’s projSHal to reduce the numlHM of nominatt‘d seats from eight to 
five, 1 should only js»int out that there must be somt* faiiness in inditich. 
In the ('oijK)ratioii as existing, out of 50 seats 15 are allotted to nomi- 
nat<‘<l memheis. The pro|K»rtion is thre<‘-lenths. We aie now going 
to increase the nuinln'r of the mernlKTs of the Cor|S)ration t(» 00, 
and 75 of them will U* electt'd councillois and five aldermen, and we 
have m»h<M'\(mI 10 seats for nomiiuiti'd memlsMs. That means we have 
given them a piojMution of one-ninth. I’rom three^tenths it has come 
down t<» otn*-ninth. So I would oiiee more |M)ml out to my frientl, 
Dr. Bamu jea, that we must he piepar<*d to Is* fair even in |K>lifi< s. Then 
we have to nunember that then** iioiniiiated seats an* meant for (io\ern- 
inent otheials, sepeialists-, and exis»rts us well as fc»r the reprmuitative 
of other minorities. As at jnvseiit eonstitute<i, the Caleutta Improve- 
ment Trust has no seat on the Corisirntion. During the last 11 years 
I.C., since the Improvement Trust came into existence, the President 
of that Board had Ix'en returned to the (VjH»i-atioii by nomination. 
'I'his arrangement must continue. So one of the s<*ats at the dis|K>8al 
of (lovernment must always Ik* kept leserved for the President of the 
the f'alcutta Impnnemen! Trust. That riKluces the number of seats 
from ten to nine. My friend, Mr. Cohen, bus ulnuuly pointwl out that 
now that we have pnnided for the Muhammadans, the other minori- 
ties have also to la* looked after, and that the Indian Christian com- 
munity, the Jewish eoinmuiiity, the Parsi community, and the Marwari 
community may well claim some attention from the Oovemiii«lit. 
Then, Sir, (here are the engineers and experta in municiiml maiten 
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whooe .Hervic^*^ uiv Hought in the C\>r|»<iratio« l»ut eaiiiitit Ih» e»MiIy had. 
We iuu8t iiinke »oine pravisioii for that elafw of ineiiih<»rh. Then, Sir, 
it i» desimhle that Kome of the ofHeiaL of (joverninent (should Ite 
eiated with the ( oriH>nitioii. and that aui only In* done hv iioiniiuition. 
Therefore, I hoja* that niy friend after hearing ail this will find his 
way to withdraw his motion. 

Coming to the ntnendment of Bahu Nirrwle Behary MuDitk, 1 ean 
W’ell see the desire of my friend to wn’ure .seats for the bai kwarti elusses 
and for the lalHoiivrs on the Corjamition, hut the way in whic h he wants 
to do that i.s cerlaiiily cchjec-tionahle. 1 for myself will have nothing to 
do with what is known as eommuiial repiesentation. My friend, 
Mr, Krishna Chandra Bax ('hatidhuri, in hi** eiiihnsiasm fc»r laUmr 
n'pivsentat ion. has made a long s|HMH'h referring to irrelevatct things 
Mhieh ha\e practically ncjthing tci clo with the* prcc|s>sal Iwfoiv us. He 
has spokc'ii ahecut the claims c»f those |Hs»ple for st*ats on the Lc’gisla- 
turc*. 1 do not know a hat he meant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I lulcsl that out, Dr. DutI, and you nml not 
dilate* on it. 

Rti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT BafUMllir. Then he said that the lalxmr 
h*acier siiouid Is* tlic'rc*. I can tell him that wlicx’ver may lie the^ lalMiur 
leadc*! on the Ccirjstral ion. he* would l>e pnictically exploiting the* situ- 
ation he* would Im* practically vei \ mmli like coo* of us; the dilTerem’e 
lH*twi*c*ii him and any of us will Is* (oac tic’ally nil, although he* may he 
IalM*llc‘d a.s laisoii niemlH*i . What is Mr, (')iaudhuri here ^ Mr. ChaU- 
clhui i is as nine li c|ualjfi»Hl to n*present the* lalwurers joc any onc^ of us. 
He has l>een lals*lled as lalsjur representative; that is the only diflfen‘n<*e 
Is^tween Mr. (^haiidhuri and myself. Then my fri«*nd s|s>ke hImmiI llic* 
“ nc»torious ” IVarnway Coni|xiny. 1 w'ish my friend Inul lsM‘n at the* 
Corjs)ration at tin* time* of the* stnke, hut 1 fail to scs* wlial tnore wi vice 
he eonld have given to Mr. Mallik. If he had any information he rouh! 
have communicated that to Mr. Mallik wiihcuit lH*ing a mc*mlM*r of the 
CoriMOalion, and Mr. Mallik would certainly have l»e<*n very much 
thankful to him. 

I fear labour representation by ordinary politirians would l>e very 
tnueh like the la ides Wing represented by geniJenmn. Some ladies 
are clamouring for x'otes at the preM»nt moTuent and the* result of what 
we have done recently would W that there would W men representing 
the interests of ladies. IT we allow a special seat to luWur, some one 
of us will represent laWur. When the lalKOirers rise to such u position 
that some of them will W able to come forward and CKtc'upy a seat on Hce 
Corporation and actually represent the ditBcuIties of laWur, well, that 
would be the time to clamour for seats for labourers. 

I am not aware whether ihere*is in Calcutta any large class of people 
who could be called a backward clase. In Madras and some other 
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places there is always a struggle between the depressed and backward 
classes and what is known as the superior class. Well, in Calcutta 
there is no such thing. We are ashamed of reading in the pampers what 
happens in Madras from time to time. In any case Bengal is very 
much superior to Madras, and I hope that theje will be no opportunity 
for crying shame upon the people of Calcutta by pointing out to them 
that there is a necessity of defending the laukward or so-calle 1 
depressed classes. My friend might have been thinking of Eastern 
Bengal. I have heard that there is some reason for complaint in 
Eastern Bengal, but in Western Bengal, and particularly in Calcutta, 
we are not aware of its existence. My friend, Mr. Chaudhuri, has 
spoken about the housing problem. I really fail to understand what 
connection the housing problem has with the representation of labour. 
Even if lalmur is allowed representation, there would be only one mem- 
ber, and if he is to fight with the 89 members of the Corporation and 
secure housing accommodation for lalamrers, well, he will have to 
undergo a very tough fight. What he must lest upon is to ensure the 
sympathy of the 89 members. In the ('or[)oraiion, you ( an take it from 
me, there is a strong feeding in favour of the labourers and of the dowii- 
iroddeh people. My friend, Mr. S. N. Mallik, is eminent amongst those 
workers who have alw’ays been trying to raise the status of labourers. 
What better representation could my friend expect than that? My 
friend, Mr. Cliaudhnii, has ((noted various anthoriti(‘s in diff(‘ivnt 
places. I am sorry I am not familiar with the labour movement in the 
world, hut this 1 can say, that in India, if the lalHUir movement should 
prosper, it must depend upon those who have a tendency to help the 
lalrourers, though at the same time they might not he laWlled as labour 
representatives. 

My friend has spoken about the Employees’ AsscM’iation. I happen 
to know this ass(M’iation. What T fail to understand is, what has the 
Employees’ Assocdalion got t<> do with hackw'ard (dasses? I hap(>eud to 
he (me evwing amongst its inenil>ers and I was presiding over one of 
their eeremoninl functions. I found that they were all hlwdmlog 
people and most of them weiv like ourselves. At least, I could not find 
unylKuly there whom 1 could laliel backward or depressed class or any- 
thing like that. Why should they 1 k» brought down to the fiositioii of 
the backward (lass to plead for sptH'ial repi'csentation? I for myself 
on their l>ehttU would take exception to that. These are my reasons 
wdiy I would op|HKse those aineiidmentvS and anything that smells of 
communal repr**senUtioii. 

Profmor i. C. MUKHEMIt I am very sorry Pr. Pramatbanath 
Banerjea has moved this amendment. I beg to oppose it. The Hon’ble 
Minister has enunciated the underlying principle of this Bill. He says 
his one object is to democratise it. Well ; it is specially befitting that 
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U^i democratic principle should find a proniiucnt pltii'e in a corporation, 
baeanse the function of a coi^raration is to build up the body, and in 
tiiat'body all the members ought to find their place, whether i}U}M)rtant 
or weak. In the body politic both the strong and the weak must find 
a legitimate place in order to build up the complete structure, and one 
tray of giving eipression to this principle of deiiioc ratisation is to have 
all the minorities represented. It is the paramount duty of the Minis* 
ter to see that minorities find a place. Now that the powerful minori- 
ties have been attended to. 1 mean the Muhammadans and the Kuit). 
peans, it is only befitting that the weaker minorities, the Anglo-lndiiins, 
the Indian Christians, the Marwaris, the Jews and other comniunities 
.should have their legitimate place in this iMidy politic. Ten is a very 
small number. I wish the llouide Minister had seen his way to iiu ieuse 
(he number, but I am told by the acting Chiiirmau that the ('or{>oiatioii 
Engineer says there is no further space there and it would Iw ijupos- 
sible to increase the numl)er — a phy.sical impossibility — at the pjesent 
moment, unless you build a much larger chain l>er. If we are resliicted 
by such considerations, we ought not at least to go and reduce the num- 
ber. As regards amendment No. 87, I am inclined to favour lalwur 
representation Wause of the big lal>our troubles in ('ulcutta.* Though 
there are others to look into this question, it would not l)e altogether 
unbefitting to have one member to give all his attention to the prol lenis 
of lalwur troubles. I for myself favour representation of a lalKiur 
iiieml>er on the Corporation. 


SURENORA NATH MALLIK: I must confess that I was 
somewhat surprised that this amendment had l>een brought by 
Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea to reduce the numl>er of nominations from 
eight to five. As it is, I think that the HorCble Minister has made up 
his mind to give us ten. I should have ex|>erted Dr. Banerjea to ask 
for more. That would have been the right thing. Now that the grea- 
test minority has been provided for by a sfiecial electorate and commu- 
nal seats, what about the smaller minorities which retjuirc our ossist- 
ancef My friend has pointed out, what about the Ang]r>-rndiani^ 
Very few of them have a chance of coming in, it is well-known. What 
about the Indian Christians, what about the Parsis, what about the 
J’ews, what about the Marwaris P Ail these people have got a right to 
be represented there. Because they cannot fight, and because they arc 
not strong enough to come and fight here, and say that they would wreck 
the Reforms in no time, is it any reason why they should be neglected P 
It is the bonnden duty of the Hon*ble Minister to provide for them. 
Tkemfore tbe number cuinot be reduced. It is a clear case for 
inerm^ng tbe number. It is the only way in which yon can protect 
minoritiee. I was perfectly nirpiised that Br. Banerjea should have 
taken a contrary visiw. 


24 
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Then again these seats are for two classes of people. First of ail, 
there are the representatives of the minorities. These ‘have already 
been named and I need not repeat them. Secondly, we want some of 
these seats to be given to the experts and to other professional men or 
men of attainments who can help us; for instance, we want engineei*8 
to help us there. We want financiers, men like Raja Reshee Case Iaw, 
whose aid I have got to seek in every important matter — in the matter 
of loans, he is of great help to me. I am not a financier myself. I am 
ten miies away from the situation. ITien again we have got the 
accountant. We must have an accountant. Mr. Krishtolal Dutt has 
been nonunated by Oovernment and no l)ettpr nominee could have been 
found. He is there to check the budget estimates and everything. He 
is a passed accountant, a past-master in that way, very good in that pro- 
fession. So, he has to be there. 

Than again, with regard to the transport difficulties, we must have 
ii railway man — [My esteemed friend o%*er there, Mr. Stuart-Williams, 
has done us immense service and I am so proud of that] — to help us in 
connection with strikes, etc. We have got a large amount of transport 
work. We have to carry coal from a long distance for our water- 
works. So, there must be provision for the nomination of members 
coming from the.se business iH*ople, There musta Iso 1 h* provisio?! for 
the experts of various classes to help us, and the only thing tliat there 
should not he is that there should he no provision for the nomination 
of the friends of the Hon'ble Minister. Those are the only persons wha 
have got to be excluded. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea i.s not going to 
1)0 the Minister for all time. We have got definitely to say who these 
are to be. Some other man might come as Minister and upj>oint his 
friends. That would not do. 

According to the other motions, the labouring classes and the 
depressed (^lasseri should be included. So far as labour is concerned, 
I must confess that my friend, Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, 
gave us very good assistance during the time when we considered this 
Rill in the Select Committee from the j>oint of view of labour. He 
pressed very many points in their support. So, I do not think that it 
can be resisted and that any reason can be given to resist the claims of 
a lal)our member to be there; hut whether it should be pul down in so 
many words in that section is another matter. As for the depressed 
classes, I am in perfect agreement with my esteemed friends, Rai Jogen- 
dra Chunder Ghose Bahadur* and Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, 
when they say that there is not much of the depressed class in Calcutta. 
What we have in Calcutta to a large extent is not '^depressed clasMs** 
but depraved classes. That is what we have, but we cannot have any 
nominee of that class amongst ourselves, unless the Chairman is one 
because he is the head of the Corporation — that is another matter. We 
have got the depraved class very largely here and not the depressed 
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dsss. So, 1 do not think that it need be einpbamsed. If, however, 
nty friends think that there onght to be a seat for tlie depressed elasaes 
^nd if the House think that they have been able to make out a case, 
1 do not object. But over and alnive this, nK)m must l>e left for the 
representation of the al)aolutely helpless minorities and for the experts. 
There must be room left for them, and taking all these classes you will 
be pleased to find that ten is rather too small a number. It should 
have l>een in(Tcas4*(l ; pt^rhups it is ttH> late to do it. hut it is my humble 
opinion. I therefore oppose Dr. Banerjen’s amendment, and I think, 
after what has fallen from the previous speakers, he will see his way 
to withdraw it. 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I must rise to 
oppose Dr. Banerjeu’s amendment. Dr. Banerjea has asked mo to set 
my face against nomination and he has observed that, imw in jMiwer, 1 
should give effect to the principles w’hich I hud preached while in oppo- 
sition. I quite accept that, and if he will study the Municij>td Bill he 
w'ill find that I have endeavoured to embody in the Bill the prim iples 
which I advocated in the year bSOtt, that is, (pmrter of a century ago. 
May I remind him of a little bit of ancient history which was enacted in 
this very Hall at a time when perhaps my friend was in the school classesf 
A great meeting was held in this Town Hall — ground floor — wo could 
not get the upper floor. The Maharajudhira ja Bahadur of Bimlwan — he 
is not in his place— was the president of that meeting. I was one of the 
speakers. A number of resolutions w'ere adopted and the Bill embodies 
the principles that were set forth in tho.se residutions. Therefore, I 
claim that I am <arr\ing out in my responsible position the principles 
which I prea( hed w hile I was in (opposition. I regret that my fiiend 
should have suggested a rediK tion in the number from ten to five. We 
nominate 15 under the existing law. I think that imint has been referred 
to by more than one speaker. While we nominate 15 out of 50, i.e., 

three- tenths of the total numlier, it now going to Ik* raised to 90 and 
we are gciing to ominute (Uily ten out of ninety. Th(*refore, we reduce 
verj* substantially the (Jovernment power of nomination in this Bill. Tha 
jK>wer of nomination is iim-eHsarv. 1 am a denuM-mt and want to 
deroocrafixe the Corporation, but we cannot do it in a day. We must 
do it steadily and it will take time to do it. We must have the power 
of nomination and whyJ' My hon’lde friend, the acting Cbninnan, 
haa pointed out that there are imfKU'fant mfinoritms whose interents 
have to bo safeguarded. The Muhammadan community have got their 
ipecial electorate. The Euroj»earis have also got theirs and there is 
also the general Eurojietin elertorafe, but what alsmt the Jews, the 
Parsees, the Anglo-Indians, the Indian Christians, and the Marwaris? 
In the exercise of this power of nomination, as a memW of Govem- 
meni in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government, I have 
mdeivoured to consult the interests of minorities. For the first 
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time in the history of the Corporation an Indian Christian was nomiMted 
by me — Reverend Mr. Nag. I also appoinetd Mr. Stark as a represen- 
tative of the Anglo-Indian community. Then I appointed Mr. Khaitan 
as a representative of the Marwari community and Mr. Rustomji as a 
representative of the Parsee community, llius Government looks after 
the interests of these minorities who have Httle chance of getting into 
the Corporaion through the genera! electorate and who have no special 
electorates of their own. That is what Government is doing at the 
present moment. I desire to state specifically in a draft clause which 
has been prepared that Government wants largely to limit its power of 
nomination to these minorities. We do not want to have absolute pf)wer 
to nominate whomsoever we please. We do not want that at all. We 
want to appoint representatives of minorities. We want to appoint 
experts; we want to appoint professional men who would be useful in 
the Corix>nition and also, 1 may say at once, we want to appoint 
representatives of T^thour and if they can be found liere, representatives 
of the backward classes — there are no de])ressed classeH in Calcutta I 
am glad to hear — who ought to 1 h‘ in tlie Corporation to help in its 
work. Government is quite prepared, if necessary by statutory obliga- 
tion, to nominate them to the Corporation. AVe desire to have this 
[mwer of nomination for the highest ends of good administration and 
for the benefit of the town and the promotion of the interests of minor- 
ities. T ho|)t^ that my hon’hle friend Ih*. Tramathanath Banerjea will 
withdraw his amendment. 

I trust also that in view of what I have said and in view of the draft 
amendment which Mr. Goode will presently rend out the gentlemen who 
have given notice of amendments will withdraw them. With your per- 
mission T shall ask Mr. Goode to read the draft. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
iELP-COVERNMENT(Mr. 8. W. Goode) S That after the word 
Government in clause 5(b), the following words be added, Vi*., (t) to 
secure the association in the municipal administration of persons specially 
fitted in the opinion of the TiOt^nl Government for uj>pointment as Coun- 
cillors; and (it) to secure the representatves of minorities including 
the backward and Inljouring classes, and ” 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Dr. Banerjea, do you wish to withdraw your 
amendment f 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANER6EA: After what has fallen from 
the representatives of the different minorities and the explanation which 
has been given by the Hon^ble the Minister in charge of liocal Self- 
Government, and the amendment which has been moved by 
Mr. Goode 

Mr. PRESIOENTI Do not make a speech, please ! It is quite simple 
to withdraw your amendment. 
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I b«g to withdraw my amend* 


The amendment standing in the name of Mr. Pnimathanath Hanerjea 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


BMm NIRODE senary MULLIOKS In view of what {las fallen 
from the HoiCble the Minister, I beg leave to withdraw ray amendment. 

The amendment standing in the name of Babu Nirode Hehary Mullick 
was then by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 shuU first of all put the (ioveriiment amendment 
with regard to the number of nominated Councillors. 

The question is that in clause 5(/>), line 3, the w’ord “eight” be 
omitted and the word “ten” be substituted therefor. 

The motion was j»ut and agmul to. 

The amendment of Bahu Hem ('haiidra Naaker was then put and 
lost. 

The amendment stuiuling in the name of Mr. S. W. GoimIo was then 
put and agreed to. 


Bibu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: 1 move that in (luiisi' 5(r). line 
1, after the words “five Aldermen” the words “of whom one shall be 
from the Maniktala munirijnility area” l>e inserted. 

The Calcutta Municipal Bill provides for the nppoititineni of five 
aldermen, to be elected at the first meeting of the elected and appointed 
councillors. Cnle.ss one seat is reserved for Maniktala area, there is no 
chance of any person being returned as such. 1 appeal to the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local SelMiovernmenl and 
the llouse for the acceptance of the same. 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: 1 must oppose 
this amendment. Why should Maniktala get any preference and not 
Cossipore, Garden Reach, or any other portion of the added area? We 
cannot have a privileged class in these democratic days, nor any 
privileged area. 1 hoia* that my friend will withdraw the amendment, 
which seems to me so entirely opposed to the principles of the Bill and 
the good sense of the House. 

BabuSURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I say one word F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It seems hardly worth while. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK I I will ask my friend not to 
oome to the Calcutta Corporation from the Maniktala area with the idea 
that it is still separate from (he Calcutta area. Do not make any such 
ttiatake. There will be no Maniktala area. It will be merged in 
Oalcntta and wUl form a part of ui. 
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Babti HEM CHANDRA NASKERs I beg leave to witlidraw mj; 

amendment. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WABIMUDDIN AHMEDs In the absence o( 

Mr. Syed^Nasim Ali, 1 move that in clause 5(c), line 1, after the word 

Aldermen” the following be inserted namely — 

”()£ whom at least two shall be Muhammadans.” 

In the Bill there is a provision for electing five aldermen. We hare 
got a 8pe<!ial electorate for returning 15 members, but there is no pro- 
vision for getting some Muhammadans as aldermen. As we submitted, 
the Corporation is only a training ground for politicians and there must 
be some i)e<)ple to look after the special interests of Muhammadans. 
Therefore, it is the fitness of things that out of five aldermen two should 
be Muhammadans. 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: 1 must oppoie 
this amendmont. I rise at this early stage in order to save time. It 
seems Ui me most unreasonable and I am reminded of a saying of one 
of my distiugushed friends that tbe communal system grows by what 
it feeds on. Having got the communal s\T4t4‘m, out |kluhammadan 
friends — some of them and I hojK^ not all — want that two aldermen should 
also be Muhammadans. Why should we impose any re.striction at all 
upon tbe choice of the (’orjxuation.^ It may be that there may be 
more than two or it may be that there may 1 k' none. We ought to 
leave absolute dist retion to the (’orporation to ( boose tbe fittest man 
and not to put a halbmark that the alderman should be so and so. If 
the amendment is carried, then a Euroj>ean might say “ We want a 
European.” 1 think that the whole matter ought to lie left to the 
discretion of the Corporation. It seems to me prej) 08 teroufl that an 
amendment of this kind should have l)een moved and I hope that the 
House will reject it. 

Bibu SUREN DR A NATH MALLIK* I stand aghast at the modera- 
tion of my Muhammadan friends in nut asking that the Mayor should 
always be a Muhammadan. 

Rli Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT BitUMbirs May I have your permission 
to si^eak, Sir? 

Mr, PRESIDENT* The question of communal representation has 
been fully discuss^j^. Dr. Dutt, Have you anything new to add to 
what the Hoirble the Minister has said? If I allow every member to 
•peak, I do not know how we can get on with the Bill and finish it. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I move that the question be now put. 

Tbft question that the question be put was put and agreed to. 
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>, A diTision being Uken in the Chamber at the direction of the Prm* 
ibnt, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmer’a motion waa declared 
loet. 


CuvsR 6. 

Mr. t. W. COOOEt I mov^ that iu line 3 of clause 6, beloro 
the word ** under/* the words ** as c^onstituted *' and in tlie last line 
of the same clause Wore the word constituted ** the word “ as *’ be 
inserted. 

This is merely a drafting amendment, Sir, and 1 do not want to 
say anything on it. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I now cMill ui)on Hnja Ueshee Case Law to move 
his amendment. 


Mr. S. W. GOODE: Before the linja Sahib mmes his amendment 
may I intervene on a point of order}' The Uaja Sahib may rtmieinlier 
that a f(‘w (lays ago I moved a motion which pnH*isi'ly nH*ets the jioint 
now raised as regardh the liabilities of these Imdies. That resolution haa 
already been accejited by the House. In view of this fai't 1 trttst the 
ILija Subib will withdraw his amendment. 

Rajt RE8HEE CASE LAW: May I know if parts (r) and (d) of 
iny amendment are covere<I by that motion? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Yes. 

The following motion standing in the name of Uaja Ueshee (*ase Ijaw 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn; — 

** That in clauae 6 — 

(a) after the word * rights ' in line 6, the word * liabilities * be 

inserted; 

(b) for the words * used, enjoyed and possessed by * in lines 5 

and 6, the word ‘ of * lie sulwtiluted ; 

(c) after the word * Tollygunge ’ in line 10, the word * Cossijmre- 

Chitpur * lie inserted; and 

{d) for the words * Maniktala municipality * in line 15, the 
words * Municifialities aforesaid for the res;>e('tive area* 
added to Calcutta which were formally included within them ' 
be subetitttted.** 
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SHAH SYEto EMDADUL HAQ moved that in clause 8 (l)liBe8 1 
and 2t for the words ** The five Aldermen referred to in clause (c) of 
section 5 shall be elected/' the following be substituted, namely .• — 

“ Of the five Aldermen referred to in clause (c) of section 5, four 
shall be elected by the non-Muhammadan councillors and one 

’ by the Muhammadan councillors.'' 

He addressed the Council in Bengali in support of his motion. 

Khan BatiMlur Maulsi WASIMUDDIM AHMED: In this amend- 
ment there is not the obnoxious odium of Muhammadan aldermen. It 
simply asks for the election of an alderman by Muhammadan councillors, 
and the returned alderman may be a Hindu, a Farsi, a Christian, or 
anybody. The only thing that is wanted is that the Muhammadans be 
given a chance of electing an alderman according to their own choice.- 
This motion being free from the odium I have referred to above, I 
hope it will be accepted by the House. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I oppose the 
amendment. It is quite unreasonable. My Muhammadan friends now 
want a special electorate for the purpose of choosing an alderman, which 
is wholly inconsistent with the principles of the Bill, and I hope and 
trust that the House will reject this demand. 

On a division being claimed by the mover, the President directed 
that if l>e taken in the Chamber. 

The Ayes lieing 6 and the Noes 22, the motion was lost. 

The following motion standing in the name of Mr. D. J. Cohen was, 
in the ahseru e of the member, deemed to be withdrawn : — 

** That in line 5 of clause 8 (7) for the words * at that time ' the 
following lie substituted, namely:-— 

* by the Ijocal Government under clause (6) of section 6.' " 

Clause 8A, 

Dr. PRAkATHANATH lANERJEAt I more that in clause 8A, 

and wherever the term occurs in the Bill, for the word " Mayor " the 
word Chairman " be substituted, and also that in dauae 8A and 
wherever the term occurs in the Bill, for the words “ Deputy Mayor," 
the words ** Deputy Chairman " be substituted. 

It appears to me that in official circles there is a great fnndneas for 
mediseval terms. " Chairman " and " Deputy Chairmaa " are well 
understood terms; why then impwt such terms as " Mayor" and 
" Deputy Mayor " which do not convey any clear meaning to the ordiaaiy 
ttanP Is it tliought thot these terms will confer great dignity on ilie 
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I theM offices? Or is it merely fbr the sake of l(mdiieoe 
thmt the proposal is made? 1 thmk the terms ** Chairmaii 
•ad ** Deputy Chairman^” which have been in use for a long time 
past, and with which the public is quite familiar, should be retained, 
and no change should be made in the nomenclature used in regard to 
the officers of the Calcutta Cor|)oration. 

Tlie Hon’bloiir tURENDRA NATH BANERdEAi I beg to oppose 

the amendment. The word Chairman *** used in this connection 
would be misleading. “ Chairman ** at the present moment means the 
President of the Cori>omtion and also the Chief Executive Officer, If 
we used the aord ** Chairman ” it would be reminiscent of a state of 
things a hich will have altogether di8ap[>eared. I think, therefore, that 
this word should not be substituted and what better word could lie found 
than Mayor ” which is used universally throughout the United 
kingdom? My friend considers it to be a mediwvnl term. Perhaps 
it is, but we are often obliged to employ meditrval terms, mediteval 
language, and niediipval phraseology. This term has l»een in use all 
over the United Kii gdom; so there is no reason wliy we should not 
adopt this word in prefenmcie to the won! “ ('hainnan ” which is 
bound to bo misleading. 

The motion ^vns thin put and lost. 

Mr, PRESIDENT* 1 now call upon Raja Reshee Case J^aw to move 
his motion No. 115. 

Mr S. W. GOODE: Perhaps, if I intervene at this stage, the Raja 
Sahib will accept my assurance that the liegislative Department has 
carefully examined his proposal and it is found that under the (ieneral 
Clauses Alt the (’orj)orution have very wide jmwers to withdraw or 
onnul any order of delegation which they, may have passed, so that it 
is not necessar>* to make a special provision to that effort in this Bill. 

R*Ja RESHEE case LAW: If that be so, I bog leave to withdraw 
my motion. * 

The following motions were then by leave of the Counii’l with- 
drawn : — 

Dr. ^RAMATHANATH BANERdEA mi Rajt RESHEE CASE 
LAW: ** That at the end of clause 11(7) the following be added, 
namely : — 

* and may withdraw them when neceasary.’ ** 

BllHl dATINDRA NATH BASUs That at the end of clause 11 (/) 
the following be added, namely: — 

* and such delegation shall remain in force until revoked by Uia 

Corporation / '* 
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Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA mi Rl4« AE8HEE CASE 
LAWS ** That at the end of clause 11 ( 2 ) the following words be addedj 
namely : — 

* and may withdraw them when necessary.’ ” 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA and Raja RESHEE CASE 
LAW: ** That at the end of clause 11 (J) the following words be added, 
namely : — 

* and may withdraw them when neceisary.’ ” 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: I move that the proviso to clause 1 1 (i) 
be omitted. 

My object in moving this amendment is that the final revising 
power of the Corporation should not be parted with in favour of any- 
body, however exalted liis jmsition may be. It may amount to denying 
the jjublic a right to get their grievances in any matter redressed by 
an a])peal to the Corporation. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA* I rise to supi)ort this amend- 
ment. The proviso in this section contemplates the granting of final 
authority to the Chief Executive Officer. The most important object 
of this Bill is to invest the Calcutta Corjxiration with the sole and final 
authority in all municipal matters. The effett of this provision will 
be to defeat this very object. I hoj>e, tliei’efore, that this amendment 
will cominend itself to the members of the Council. 


Mr. S. W. GOODE: I suggest to the movers of these two motions 
that it is convenient in certain matters of detail that the CorjM^ration 
should have the power to give final authority to the Chief Executive 
Officer. It may lie circumsiwct and cautious, if it wishes, in giving this 
final authbrity, but if at any time they consider that the Chief Execu- 
tive Officer is abusing these wide jwwers, it will l>e always open to the 
Corporation under the General (’’luuses Act to rescind or withdraw the 
power which it has vested in its Chief Executive Officer and to state 
that his orders shall no longer be final, but that they shall be subject 
to revision, so that the Executive Officer will, so to 8[>eak, hold these 
final powers merely on pndmtion, and if the Corporation is of opinion 
that he has not exercised them wisely or discatietly, it might at any 
ncMnent, rescind, or cancel the finality which it has given or delegated 
to its Chief Officer. I ho|)e that, looking at the matter from this point 
of view, the movers will not press their amendments. 

The motion was then, by leave of tbe Council, withdrawn. 
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Mr. D. J, COHEN S ** Thai after clause 11 the following he inseriedt 
ttamely ; — 


* Provicied also that the Corporation may at any time by a reeolu- 
tion withdraw or revoke any direction made by them that 
the action of the executive officer shall be final,* ** 


CiAVSK 16 . 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANER4EA: I move that in clause 15(J). 
after the word “ without in line 2, the words “ undue or unnecessary 
be inserted. 

This section gives power to the local Ooveniment to depute an 
officer to make an inspection for examination and re{x>rt. It also lays 
dawn that every rec^uisition under sub-section 2. shall be t^implied with 
by the Corporation without delay, that is to say, i^eremptorily. I wish 
to qualify the word “ delay ** by the words “ unne(^ssar>' ** and 
** undue ” so that the reiiuisition may not l)e of a jM»remptory nature. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I suggest that the legal meaning of the word 
“ delay ” implies that reasonable time will l>e given. It does not mean 
that the Coriwration shall he obliged to submit its re|K)rt at once; the 
law’ must Iw* interpreted in a reasonable way. 1 have sympathy with 
I)r. Hancrjea’s principle, but I suggest to him that it will not be en- 
dangcre<l by the law as it stands in the Bill. I trust he will not |iress 
his amendment. 

The moli<iii w a.H then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


('lacse 17. 

BSmi JATINDRA nStH BAtUt I move that in clause 17(7) (a), 
line 1, after the word “ fwrson,*’ the words or Iwdy of persons ** ba 
inserted. 

Clau. 4 e 17 contemplates (hat in the event of the CorjHiration being 
found to l>e inefficient in the jjerformance of its duties, the local Govern- 
ment will have the power to supersede it and to apisiint some person to 
carry on its duties. This provision is likely to be a dead letter, but 
all the same it is there. What I propose is that the b>cal Government 
will have the power to appoint not only some pi^rsrtn but also a Board 
or Trust consisting of a number of persons to take the necessary action. 
That, Sir, is my obje<*t in moving this amendment. 

Mr. 8 . W. QOODE: I must refer Mr, Mum again to the T/egIsla- . 
live Deparimeiit*! invaluable fritmd^ ih» General Clauses Act, which 
states that a penoa dkaU irndade any Company, or Association or a ' 
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Body of indiyidualo whether incorporated or not, and I think that read 
in the light of that clause, this section wiU cover what he wants. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : 

Clause 17A. 

Babu AliULYA OHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 17 A in line 
1, after the words ” the Local Government may ** the words “ after 
considenition of any representation which may be made by the Corpora- 
tion '* be inserted. 

It will appear that under clause 17A the local Government may 
annul any proceeding of the Corporation which they do not consider to 
be in conformity with the law. I beg to submit that the local Govern- 
ment should bo authorised to annul any resolution of the Corporation 
if it inconsistent with the provisions of the law. But, Sir, the decision 
of the Government should not be an ex parte one. The Corporation 
should he given an opportunity to explain their conduct and their special 
reason for the resolution. I admit, Sir, that the present form of Govern- 
ment is a reformed one but justice demands that an opportunity should 
be given* to the Corporation of Calcutta to explain the reasons for their 
resolutions. 

Mft t. Wt COODES I do not think Mr. Addy will seriously urge 
that Government is going to take such stejw as these without first invit- 
ing an explanation from the Corporation, and I put it to him that in 
view of his long experience of the relations h(»tween the Corporation and 
the Government it is unnecessary to insert this amendment in the Bill 
ns it stands. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahailur: Sir, 1 want to point out one 
thing. The altered circumstances might justify the inclusion of a few 
words. Up to the present time the Chairman of the Corporation has been 
an officer of Government, but under the jwesent Bill, there is to be a 
material (diango in the head of the Executive. It is therefore desirable 
to have the words suggested by Mr. Addy put in the Bill. I am dis- 
posed to request Mr. Goode to find his way to accept the amendment. 

Mr. i. W. GOODE: On behalf of Government I accept the amend- 
ment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion standing in the name of Mr. S. Mahlxmb Aley 
was, in the absence d the member, deemed to be withdrawn:— 

** That in clause 18(7) (a), line 13, alter the word * directly * the 
the words * or indirectly ' be inaerted/* 
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! Clattsi 18. 

Mr, it Wi COOOES I mov^ that for the first proviso to clause 18(/)i 
the loUowing be substituted » namely : — 

** Provided that the name of the person by whom such [layment or 
any portion thereof has been made appears in the Assessment 
Book in respect of the premises on account of which such pay- 
ment or portion thereof has been made.'* 

This is purely a drafting amendment, Sir, which aim.s at making the 
intention of the clause a little clearer, and I need not make any remark 
on it. 

Bibu DEBI PR08AD KHAITANs There is one thing that I have 
not been able to understand. On behalf of Goveniment it has l»eeu 
moved that the name of a ftumnt has got to ap[M*nr in the Assessment 
Register of the (VrjM>rution. It may lie known to Oovernment that 
ocupiers very often pay rates and taxes included in the rent adtit h they 
pay to their landlorcU, and, in such cases, the name of the tenant does 
not app<*ar in tlie Assessment Register. Sir, it may In* said that if the 
name of such a tenant does not appear in the liook it is not {Hissihle for 
the authorities of the CoriKiratiou to know whether any tenant is jiay- 
ing through his landlord the amount of rates and taxes which qualify 
him to be a voter under this Bill. In these circumstances it is not an 
insuperable difficulty — if the tenant can satisfy the returning officer or 
the authorities that prepare the electoral rolls that he is jiaying rates 
and taxes through his landlord — to enter his name in the Assessment 
Regi.ster. If the authorities are not satisfied, then his name should 
not be inserted, but if the amendment is aci^pted, the diffii'uhy will lie 
that although the provision is made in the present law to that effect, 
such [leople can never get the right to vote biMiiuse their names will 
never apjiear as a matter of course in the Assessment lif^gisUjr. 1 
believe, Sir, that the Bill, as drafted, has a salutary provision and the 
acceptance of this amendment will introduce a factor which was not 
contemplated when the right was proposed to be given to the tenantM^ 
be a voter, although he did not directly [my rates and taxes to the Cor- 
poration. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I would point out to Mr. Kbaitan that there 
is surely an obligation on anyone who w^isbes to exercise the franchise 
to take the slight trouble of having bis name registered in the ('oriiora- 
tion Assessment Register. It has been more than once my dufy to pre- 
pare the electoral roll of the Calcutta Corporation, and I can assure 
Mr. Khaitan that the labours of the returning officer will be consider-^ 
My lightened if peraons, who dedre to have the privilege of exercising 
the franchise, will endearbur to secure iwgittration. I think this is a 
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mofi 688ential clause, and OoTernment cannot afford to haye it exclud- 
ed from this Bill. 

Btbu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: The amendment moved by 
Mr. Goode has the tendency to take away the right from a person who 
is entitled to be a voter. The mere fact that he has not got his name 
entered in the Assessment Kegister should not take away his right. As 
Mr. Goode has pointed out it will no doubt entail some work on the per- 
son who prepares the electoral roll, but the mere fact that there will be 
some more work for the officer keeping the register, should not deprive 
the ratepayer who is, no doubt, under the Bill, entitled to have a vote. 
It may l)e that he may not have his name on the register at the time 
when the ebwtorul roll is prepared. For instance, I am a tenant; my 
name was not on the Assessment liegister when the electoral roll was 
prepared. But I apply to the electoral officer to place my name on the 
roll, and produce evidence before him that 1 am entitled to a vote, 
though my name is not on the electoral roll. I think the Bill should 
provide for registration of the name of the applicant. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: Taking Mr. Basil’s jK)int, it is still jiossible, 
when the preparation of the roll is begun, for a jicrson to secure regis- 
tration of his name; it is not necessary' for him to have it registered a 
long time before. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I say one word? I 
a<*<*ept the amendment of Mr. GwhIc with regard to No. 129A. As a 
matter of fact, we do not enter the names of ]M*rs(»ns who jniy, and it i.s 
imiKissible in Calcutta to enter the name of ever>'l)ody who pays, in the 
Assessment Register. The Asse.ssment Register is a record which can- 
not lie altered freipiently, and you <'annot ex|)ect it to l)e done at onc>e. 

I think it is fair and more practical, and we ought to a(‘(‘ept the amend- 
ment, and, with your permission, 1 l)eg to witffilraw amendments Nos. 130 
and 131 which stand in my name. 

BM>II AMULYA DHONE ADDY: So far as I remember this proviso 
is in the existing Act, and if it is omitted it wdll lead to confusion. It 
has been said that an occupier must l>e entitled to vote, even if his 
name is not in the Assessment Register. In connection with this I 
beg to draw attention to sub-clause (b) of this clause under which even 
a tenant who imys a monthly rent of Rs. 25 will be entitled to vote 
even if bis name is not registered in the Assessment Register. There- 
fore, there can lie no apprehension in the matter. 

The amendment movcnl by Mr. Goode was then put and agreed to. 

^ The following amendment standing in the came of Babu Surendra 
Nath Mallik v/as then, by leave of the Cour.Ca, withdrawn 

That ix* dause 18(/) the first proviso bo on'tted,' 



Inf ] CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL^BILL. 171 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Goode, will you be grtiod enough to take your 
iianiiBcnpt amendments first? 

^ Mr. S« W« GOODE: T move that in clause 18(f) (h), line 18, for 
the words “ maintained by him ** the words “ maintained by the Exe- 
cutive Officer be substituted. 

I also move that in clause 18(7) (r), lines 8 and 9, for the words 
a register to lie maintained by him ** the words the register to be 
maintained by the Executive Officer ** be substituted. 

These are only drafting changes. 

The motion.^ were then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I nuive that at the commencement of clause 18(;?) 
the billowing Ik* inserted, namely, — 

“ Subject to the provisions of any other law on the subject for the 
time iK'ing in force.” 

Sub-clause (I?) deals with the representation of comjsmics. We 
have provided elsewhere that aliens should he dis(|ualified, and we want 
to provide that alien comiHinies may Iw distpmlified also. That is tho 
reason for this insertion. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: I do not know whether my amendment 
covers that. I move that in clause 18(;?), line 6, after flie words ” sub- 
s<*ction (7 1,” the wonis ” and such com|>any, lK)dy-cor|j< irate, firm, 
joint family or other association gets itself registered through one of 
its memlK»rs on the electoral roll by an application duly made to the 
Executive Offi<‘er ” lie inserted. 

The object of this amendment is to place the com|)ttny, IxHly corpor- 
ate, etc., ill the same jHisition as any other elector, vi*., im|Kising U|K)ft 
them the duty of Wing entered as an elector in the electoral roll through 
one of its memliers by an application duly made for the purpose. It 
really gives effiM^t to 21 (la), 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I think, Sir, that the Raja is quite right in 
bringing this point to attention, and we would accejit his suggestioni 
but I would propose to emWaly it in an amendment to clause 21 which 
I shall suggest later on. 

Rti« RE8HEE CA8E LAW: All right, I accefit that. 

RMni deb I PR08AD iCHAITANs This proviso already exists in 
21 (/o) — ” A company, a Wnly corporate, firm, joint family, or other 
associationo f individuals, ete., etc. . . so it is already, there. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Mr. Goode has just said that. 
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Mf. •# Wt COODEs I understand the Baja has already withdrawn 
his amendment cm the underetanding that it will come under discussioi^ 
later on on section 21 . 

Rsja R ESN EE CASE LAW* I have not withdrawn, but you said 
you #ould embody it in section 21(ia). To that I have no objection, 
and I withdraw this amendment. 

Mr# PRESIDENT* It will come up for discussion ag^in under 
clause 21. 

Dr* PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA* Section 21 relates to elec- 
tors, whereas section 18 relates to candidates^— 

PRESIDENTS Dr. Banerjea, I think you are mistaken. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I beg your pardon, I am 
mistaken. 

m 

The amendment moved by Mr. Goode was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment standing in the name of Raja Reshee Case Law 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Clause 18 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Clause 18A will be held over on account of the 
decision of the Council with regard to the franchise to women. Con- 
sequential amendments will have to be made. 


Clause 19. 

The following motion standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Faal-ul 
Haq was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn : 

“ That in clause IQi'/) (h) the words — 

(/) * President of the Tribunal of the Board of Trustees for the 
Improvement of Calcutta, or an assessor to that Tribunal, or ' 
in lines 1 to 3 be omitted, and 

(2) for the word ‘ any * in line 6 the word ‘ either * be substituted.’* 

INr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEAt I move that in clause 
proviso (f ) be omitted. May I also take the next one along with thisf 


Mr. PREBIDBNTt Yes. WiU you please do thatP 
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Dr. BRAMATHANATH BANERIiAs 1 iiiot# \h%i dtuie 19(2) 
omitted. 

r' Hy object in moving these two amendments is to prevent iiersoof 
vrlio wish to benefit by their association with the Calcutta Corpora^on 
from standing as candidates. Those whc» wish to enter the Corporation 
erf Calcutta should do so with the sole object of serving the community, 
and they ought not to have any ulterior object in view. I wish to 
follow up the provision ma<le in the previous section, the President ol 
the Tribunal, the Assessor of the Tribunal or a Judge, etc., etc., are 
disqualified from standing as candidates. 

[At this stage Hou’hlc the Piv*>ident left the Cliaiiilwr, am! the Chair 
was taken by the I)t»imty-PieMdeut. ] 


Mr. 8. W. COOOE: 1 am not quite clear what amendment 
Mr. Banerjea is moving. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu iiartndn NiUi Ray)s i think 

then' has lieen some mistake ^>ii the |iart of IXt. Banerjea. Amend- 
ment N(». 147 wuH not moved, us Maulvi Fasl-ul II aq was not here. 


Mr. 8. W. GOODE: We ac<'e|)t amendment No, 148. 

The amendment that in ihiuse 19(7), proviso <r), he (»mitte<l was 
then put and agn'cd to. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I move that claum' 19(2) 
be omitteil. This clause runs thus: — 

A person aaainst whom a (sinririion by a criminal court inroIriu|{ « sentence 
o/ transportation or impri^ooinrntfor a {icnod of more than six months is subsisting 
shall. unlcMS tlw offence of which he was ttmvicted has been (lanloned, not be 
eligible for chn-tion or appointment for five years from the data of the expiratioa 
of the sentence. 

I cannot understand why a fierson against whom a tvyiiviction sub- 
aisls. or who has suffered imprisonment for more than six months should 
be delmrred from standing as a candidafe or being appointed as a CVyun- 
cillor. Such sentence of a court does not always imply moral turpi- 
tude: in certain cases of course it does, but it ought to have lieeti jwo- 
vidwl tluit if moral turpiturle is iirov<*d, a person may he excluded. 
But this is a general rbujie. Many persons might be convicted hy a 
criminal court merely for political offences or other technit^al offencea 
which do not involve any discredit on their character. 1 think, there- 
fore, that this clause should be omitted, or at least so altered as to 
|irevefit the exclusion of people who carry on political agitation. 

. K 
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Mnilvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to cordially support the amendment 
of Br. Banerjca. There are many persons who are convicted of political 
offences, and some of them are persons of great ability and persons whose 
veracity and honesty cannot be questioned. Should they be excluded by 
a section like this? No, they should not be. They should be given 
the opportunity to stand for seats in the Corporation if they so desire, 
for to my mind they will prove themselves to be the best persons on the 
Corporation. This clause 19(2), as it stands, will exclude persons like 
Mr. C. K. Das and Maulvi Majibur Rahman, the editor of the Mussal-^ 
man; these are not the persons against whom there should be a bar like 
this. It is only in the case of persons aiu u.sed of criminal offencos which 
involve moral turpitude that such a clause should find a place to debar 
them from entering the Calcutta Corporation. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am sorry I cannot but oppose 
this amendment. It appears that a person who is sentenced to trans- 
portation or imprisonment for a period of more than six months is to be 
presumed to have committed a serious offence. I admit there are a large 
number of political offenders who have been iinprinuned for more than 6 
months, and therefore it will not be rightvtnd just if they are not allowed 
to stand for election. But I have the greatest confidence in our present 
Government because, as will appear from the section, it is in the power of 
the Government to allow such a person to stand for election. 1 would 
draw attention to the following word.s in this clause: — “unless the 
offence of which he was convii'ted has been pardoned.” Certainly in the 
case of political offenders they will be pardoned by the Government. In 
the case of political offenders in the United Provinces, all of them have 
been discharged, with the exception of one. In the circumstances, I 
think it must be left to the discretion of the Government and it would be 
better not to omit this section altogether. 

Mr. 0. J. COHEN: I must oppose this amendment although I am in 
entire sympathy with Dr. Banerjea. The trouble is that there is no 
amendment here excluding the.se political offenders convicted of offences 
not involving moral turpitude. There are certain classes of political 
offenders, rather people who call themselves political offender.s, and yet 
commit ordinary criminal offences. 1 would suggest to the Goveniment 
to consider if they can narrow down the sub-<'lause to offenders convicted 
of offences involving moral turpitude. 

BMhi SURENDRA NATH MALLIKs T for myself aprpeciate the 
force of the argument of Dr. Banerjea in this motion. I would ask the 
Hon’ble the If inieier to consider whether in the clause, as it stands, after 
the word ** conviction ” I may have his permission to put in the words 
** for offences involving moral turpitude,” That will meet the case. It 
will ihtn run ; person agabst whom a conviction for offences involving • 
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stonkl itirpitude by a criminal court, etc., etc, . If tbe Hoa^ble 
i„tiie Minifiter will fxlease coii«i(ler tbe dcHirability of inrluding tbeee word* 
after the word "conviction** and before (he word *‘by/’ I think it will 
meet the exigenciei^ of the situation. 

Tlw Han'bia Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I just want to 
my a few wowls. I am very much in syin()athy with the speeches that 
have been made, and I do not think a person should be disqualified by 
reason of any political offence as such. I think that it should involve 
moral turpitude if it is to be a dis4|ualifieation, but in a matter of (his 
kind, you should leave it to the Government who is given power of 
removing this disquulitinitiori. Let me cite my own case. I was dis- 
qualified from entering into the Legislative ('ouncil under the rules 
which were in force at that time. Hut the same rules provided that the 
Government slunild have the power of removing this disqualification and 
what happened was this. Sir Kdward Baker was then Lieutenant- 
Governor and of his own motion, without any solicitation on iny |sirt, 
he removed my disiiualificution. T was enabled to enter the Council, but 
for reasons of my own T did not do so. At that time the partition agita- 
tion was going on, and until that partition was withdrawn, I felt I 
should not enter the Counc il. All the same the disqualification wa* 
removed hy an act of (loverninent. There is that saving <dause, and I 
think we can rely up(»n the growing desire of Government to conriliaio 
public opinion, to act as publu* opinion would demand in a cas<* of this 
kind. M> fneud, Bubu Sureiidi'a Nath Mallik, should sutistuMi 
the reservation that a matter like this should be left to the discretion of . 
the Government. The other day in the case of a jMditirul offender ii\ 
Boinhay, the (Government removed the disqualification at once. There- 
fore, we may rely upon the (iovernment to do the right thing in cases 
of this kind in which a persiin has been convicted of an offence not 
involving moral turpitude. T bo{>e, therefore, that the amendment will 
not be pressed and my friend will withdraw it. 

BHni KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I think that the Minister 
will take this into consideration. There will l>e no harm in accepting 
the suggestion that has fallen from my friend Babu Rurendra Nath 
Mallik. At least that would obviate the difficulty. We cannot depend 
always upon the Government; there may l>e difficulties and it may no! 
be possible alwavs to have the best men on the Government to remove the 
bar. So I think the Hon’ble the Minister will kindly take this into 
consideration and accept the amendment either in the shape in which it 
has been moved or in any other form he thinks desirable. 

Militvi HAMID-UO*DIN KHANS I beg to endorse what has fallen 
^ Isom Babu Rurendra Nath Mallik. In supporting him my contention is 
that 00 far as T can understand it, political prisoners should not suffer, 
•ad aboold be in a position to be pardoned by the Government 
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Only a single danse is needed and tliat will satisfy tlie members of ibis 
Council, and I appeal to the Hon*ble the Minister to give us this clause. 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I may say, Sir, 
if you will allow me, that in view of the strong expression of opinion 
of the House, I am in favour of accepting the view that there should 
be a clause with respect to moral turpitude. I think we should modify 
the existing clause accordingly. 

Mr, Si W. GOODE: As there would l)e difficulty in deciding when 
there is moral turpitude, the House will agree that that should W left 
to the discretion of the local Government. The clause might run thus : 
“ A i)er8on against whom a conviction for an offence involving, in the 
opinion of the local Goveniment, moral turpitude by a criminal 
court . . . 

May I suggest tha<|the exact drafting be left to the Legislative 
Department, otherwise there may be confusion? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 venture to iM>int out 
that this drafting, as suggested by Mr.^Gotsle, would have very little 
meaning. For an offence, involving, in the opinion of the local Gov- 
ernment, raonil turpitude,'* it is bound to convey moral turpitude. What 
d(v you mean by “ in the opinion of the Goveniment?’* If you accept 
it, iiccept it as in the amendment. Why put in an element which makes 
the whole thing very suspicious. Accept it as suggested and as seems 
to be the opinion of the House. 

The Hofi’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Ud it he as it 

is, “ involving monil turpitude.’* The (’ourt wtill decide. 

Rei dOGENDRA CH UNDER GH08E Behediif, If I may Ik* l>ero 
mitted to intervene — ** invoKing moral turpitude in the opinion of 
Government.” When we put ” involvjing moml turpitude ” the 
idea is the same as involving moral turjntude as in a criminal case. 
It must be left to the local Government, Wause somebody must say 
when an offence does not involve moral tur|ntude; therefore, there is no 
harm in accepting Mr. Mallik’s amendment. Who is to decide what is 
moral turj>iiude? The Government of Bengal. 

Tht Hoii*lllt 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I do not suppose 
there will be any difficulty in deciding what is moral turpitude and what 
is not. Anyway 1 accept it, 

Bibv iURENORA NATH MALLIK S It has got to be decided by 
the Qovemment offiom. 
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Mr. OEPUTr-PRCtIDiNT: IV Hon^ble the Mimeter ecoepti 
; the auggeetion propoeed hy Mr. MaI1ik» for «d offence involving 
poral turpitude.” 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE S I think in any cnaa theae worda will not do. 
Gk>vernment may act'ept the principle, but the draft will not do; it ia 
extremely clumsy. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: So far as the language is con- 
cenied, I think it might W left to the IjCgislative Dejmrtment, the sense 
being “ offences involving nionil tur|ntude.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May 1 inquire whether this 
is a comniittt^e? 

Mr. DEPUTY*PRE8IDENT: \» regards the drafting, it is iHwt* 
polled; the Legihlative l)e|sirtment will dnift it in the pnqier way. 
The priiu'iple is there, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I venture to suggist that 
the clause sluiultl run tliiis: “ a |M‘rsoii against wliom a eonviction for 
an offence invcdving inoiul turpitude by a criminal court inflicting a 
senteme of, ctr.. etc. . . That should be the proj>er fonn. 

[At this stage the Ilou’ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: We have M»tiled the diafting, it should lie as 
follows : - 

” a |H‘rson against wliom a conviction by a criminal court for an 
offeme involNing moral turpitmle and carrying with it a sentence 
of. ...” 

The motion that in clauHt» line 2, after the word ” court *' 

the word ” involving ” W omitted and the following words inserted, 
namely, — ” for an offence involving iiiorn) turpitude and carrjing with 
it ” was then put and agrecMl to. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I move (hat at the beginning of clause 
the following he iiiwrte<l, namely, ” notwithstanding anything con- 
tained in the Indian Klections Offences and Inquiries Act, 1920.” 

Sir, this is only a f<>nnal amendment. 

The motion was jnit and agreed to. 

The following motion which stood in the name of Dr. Pramathanaih 
Banerjea was, by leave of Ibe Council, withdrawn : — 

” That in clause 19(-1), lines 1 to 4 the words * is convicted of an 
offence under Chapter IXA of ibe Indau Penal Co<le punish- 
able vrith imprisonment for a term exceeding six months or * 
be omitted.” 
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Rija RESHEE CASE LAW: I move that in danse — , 

for the words “ a constituency ** the words “ any constituency be 

substituted. 

The object of my first amendment under this clause is to make it 
dear that a iierson havinjf qualifications in more than one constituency 
may jfet himself enrolled as an elector in all the constituencies in 
which he has qualifications. It is hardly necessary* for me to add that 
the purpose of this clause is what I have stated above and my amend- 
meiit is only made to remove any doubt on the point. 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: I suggest that this amendment is unnecessary. 
This Bill very clearly provides that any person who has the necessary 
property (lualifications may have a vote in every constituency in which 
such pro|)erty lies. He may not, under the Bill, have more than one 
vole in each c(inHlituencv. The Raja Sahib in other amendments that 
he is going to move is, (»f course, anxious to give him several votes in 
each constituency. The Bill, however, does provide exactly what the 
Raja Sahib wants in this amendment, that is to say, that he shall be 
entitled to have at least one vote in each constituency in which he has 
got pro^)erty (lualifications. So this amendment is unnecessary and it 
would also make the drafting unhappy. 

Riji RESHEE CA8E LAW; I have suggested this amendment in 
order to make the drafting more dear. 

The motion was put and lost. 

RajB RESHEE CASE LAW: I move that in clause 21{J) the follow- 
ing l)e added, namely, — 

ProvidtMl that the committee of a lunatic or the guardian of a 
minor shall he entitled to have his name registered on the 
elei’toral roll us such if the <}ualifications specified in sec- 
tions 18 and 18A are possessed by the estates of the lunatic 
or minor.” 

The object of my second amendment is quite obvious, I find no logic 
ttt excluding the committee of a lunatic or the guardian of a minor from 
the ©let toral roll provided the necessary qualifications are possessed by 
the estates of the lunatic or the minor. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: Sir, may I intervene at this stage to say that 
the Government would accept the amendment with slight alieraiions 
in the drafting? 
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: Baku AMULYA DHON AODYi I beg to rapport the amendmeat. 

Mfe PRESIDENTS It has already been accepted by Qovemment. 

Babtt SURENORA NATH MALLIKs Sir, before you put it to the 
vote, may I sujygrest that the wordn “ ap|Kunied by the Court ** abould 
be put in after the words “ jruardian of a minor.’* This is absolutely 
iietessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es; it is acTej>te<l by Government. 

The motion was then put in the following fonii and iigieed to: 

" That to sub-t’lause (/) of (hiuse 21, the following lie addedi 
namely : — 

‘ Provithnl that the manager of a lunatie or the guaidinn of a 
niiiHu apisiinted by the ('ourt as sueh hIiuII lie entitled to have 
liKs name registered on the electoral roll as the representa- 
ti\e of the lunutie or minor, if, hut for the provisions of 
clau'He O’) or (fJ) of suh-seetion (I) of seetion lit as the caie 
mav Im*. siK'li luiiati<* or minor would have Ihhmi qualified 
tor (‘lection.* ** 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Sir, I pro|H)se to move an amendment in order 
to gi^e efb‘ 1 1 (o tin* ( hange pidp<»sed by the Haja Sahib under seeiiou 
21. The aineiidnnmt runs thus; — 

That- 

(/) aftei tlie word hut ” in line 4 of sulv-clause (In) of (danse 21, 
the fnll()wiiig Ik* inHeit<»d, namely: — 

if (jualified as an elector, may obtain the registration of 
the name of one of its memliers, as its representative on sutdi 
roll;” 

and 

(2) the words ” mav 1 m» n^presentated on sueh roll by one of its 
memlHTs ” lie omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: I move that in clause 21 (/aa) — 

(1) after the woid “any ” in line 2 the word ” on© ” lie inserted, and 

(2) after the word ” <|ualificatioii ” in line 4 the words ” in that 

constituency ” Is* inm*ri4*il. 

The amendment i»ro|K»sefl to sub-elause (/no) is to make it clear 
that persons having (|ualificHtions in different constituencies may have 
their names registered at least om'e iii all thou© constituencies. Is it 
clear? 



Mr, 8« W. COODEl It is quite clear, Sir. This clause <^rly states 
that a person who has property qualiBcations in more than one consti- 
tuency may vote at least once in each ,of those constituencies. It does » 
not give plural voting in the sense that the Baja Sahib wishes to pro* 
vide for it in his later amendment. But it does give one vote to him 
in each constituency in which he has property qualifications. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: If it conveys that idea then I beg 
leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

8abu dATINORA NATH BA8U: I move that in line 2 of the pro- 
viso to clause 2\(laa) after the words “ representative of the words 
“ a company, body corjKjrale, firm, joint family or ” be inserted. 

This is simply a verbal amendment. The words “ Assotuation of 
individuals *' have in this Bill always been used in addition to the 
words a company, body eor]K>rate firm or joint family.^’ These are 
the words that we have in clause l.S(2), in clause 21(7) (a) and also in 
the proviso to 2l(laa) and there is no reason why they should not be 
put in here also. 

Mr, D. J. COHEN: For similar reasons, I sup^Kut the amendment. 

Mr. 8. W. COODE: We have no objection to the amendment. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: In which form will you m cept it, us in No. 159 
or as in No, 160? » 

Mr, 8, W, GOODE. I would prefer to accept it in the form in which 
it appears in No. 160, with slight alterations. 

The motion was tlien put in the following form and agreed to: — 
That in line 2 of the proviso to clause 21 (/mi) after the word 
* any ’ the following l»e inserted, namely, — 

* company, body corporate, firm, jointfamily, or other.’ ” 

Baba Jatindra Nath Basu’s motion (No. 159) then automatically 
fell through. 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW: I move that in line 3, of the proviao 
to clause 21 (laa), after the words ** sub-section (la) ** the words ** or 
as the committee or guardian of a lunatic or minor ” be inserted. 

The amendment in the proviso is a logical consequence of what has 
been already carried regarding the right of franchise given to the com- 
mittee of a lunatic or guardian of a minor. 
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v" Mr* S. W. CIMIOi! There is no ohjeetioii to this ameodment. It 
|| conaeque&tial upoa the acceptance of motion No. 15T. We accept 
il with the ueccsMir? soWtitution of the word ** manager ** fnr the 
Wd “ committee.'* 

,Thc motion was the.** put in the following form and agreed to: — 

** That in line 8 of the proviso to clause 21 (/oo) after the woidt 
sub-section (la) * the word.s ‘ or as the manager of a lunatic or the 
guardian of a minor ' be inserted." 

ITie following motion which stood in the name of Bahu Amulya 
Dhone Addy was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

" That clause 2\(Iaa) with its proviso be omitted." 

The following motions, being consequential on previous amendments, 
automatically fell through: — 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW and SalHi dOCENDRA NATH RAYs 

" That ia clause 21 (Ih), line 2, after the words * Culcutta Tiades 
Association ' the words ‘ Bengal Xationnl (^Immber of Comumrce, 
Marwari Association ’ be inserted." 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: “ That in ekuse 21(76), 
after the words * Tort of Calcutta ’ in line 3 the w(»rds ‘ Memhers of 
the Senate of the Calcutta Ciuversity. McraWrs of the Marwari, 
Association, Members of the Bengal National C'hamber of (/Oiiuinuce, 
and Members of the Bengal Mahajan Sahha ' lie inserted." 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: That if motion No. 1(15 lie 
carntMl, in clause 21 (76), after the words * or Trust ’ in line 5 the words 
' or Senate or Sabha ’ bo inserttMl.'* 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: " That to clause 21 (76), line (>, 
after the words ' such memliers," the following be added, namely:—* 

‘ And the members of the Bengal National ('hamber of Commerce, 
Marwari Asso<natii>n and the Senate of the University of 
Calcutta shall lie qualified, resfiectively, as elector for the 
constituency comprising the Chamber, Association or Senate 
of which they are memliers.’ " 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minuiet. 

After the adjournment. 

, Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The amendment which I am now 
going to move is important and as there is a thin attendance in the 
House, may I have your permission to move it to-morrewy 

Mf, PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Mr. Addy,^ that it is not for me to 
enjoin members to be present if they do not want to. We cannot 
postpeme a question because there is a thiu attendance. 



Babtl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, 1 mave that after clause 
21 the following new clause be inserted^ namely: — 

Conditions of registration and qualification to vote, 

21 A. (/) A pernoii who 8hall be qualified as an elector under 
section 18 as being the owner of any premises shall be entitled to have* 
his name registered on the electoral roll of every constituency where he 
owns the premises and shall be qualified to give one vote in each con- 
stituency in which he is so entitled. 

(la) Lvery such jjerson shall also have additional votes according 
to the following scale: — 

If the aggregate annual value of all the lands and buildings owned 
by him in the ward is not less than — 

Rh. 1,0(M): one additional vote. 

Us, 2,000: two additional votes. 

Rs. 0,000: three additional votes. 

Rs. 4,000: four additional votes. 

Rm. f),000: five additional votes. 

(2) A |HTson who shall lx* (lualified as an elector under section 18 
as oc('U|)i(*r of any Jiremises, shall be entitled to have his name registered 
on the elecR)ral rtdl of every constituency where he has got premises 
as o<‘cu]Mer and shall be (|ualified to give one vote in each constituency 
in which he is so entitled. 

i'J(t) Every such iHU’son shall have additional voWs a(*cording to the 
following scale: — 

If the aggregate annual value of all the buildings occupied by him 
in the ward is not less than — 

Rs, 1,(K)0: one additional vote. 

Rs. 2,(KK) : two additional votes. 

Rs. 8,000: three additional votes. 

Rs. 4,000: four additional votes. 

Rs. f),000: five additional votes. 

(J) A ixjrson living in his own house shall be entitled to the votei 
assigned to him as owner as ivell as to those assigned to him as occupier* 

(4) A jierson qualified to vote‘ under section 18 as licensee may, if 
he holds a lit*ense under class VTI of Schedule V, give one vote for the 
ward in which he may be entitled to vote under this qualification. 

If any suck person holds a license under classes I, II or III 
or class IV or class Y or VI of that Schedule, he may give one, two or 
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i votes, as the case may be, is addition to the vote which he might 
if he held a license under class VII of that Schedule. 


(S) A person may give as many votes as he is entitled under this 
iection combined up to a ma:simum of hve additional votes in any ward: 


Provided that no person shall give more than six votes in any one 

ward.** 


Ail the provisions dealing with the qualifications of electors should 
be substituted by those under the exi.sting Act, subject to minor modi* 
fications. Under the existing Act a person is entitled to vote in propor- 
tion to the amount of rates and taxes, with a maximum of 11 votes. 
He is entitled to vote for all the wards in which he may have lands and 
buildings. He need not reside in the ward or even in Calcutta. But 
under the Bill a person is entitled to only one vote whatever the 
amount of rales and taxes he may pay to the Corporation. Is it fair 
and equitable to take away the rights and privileges of a rate-payer who 
may pay heavy rates and taxes for his lands and buildings in ('alcuttaf 
Why is it that no explanation has been given for the withdrawal of 
these privileges? Is it not light and jn>t that a person should exercdte 
some control over the exjsMidituie of the luunit ipal fund in pmpoiiion 
to the lates and taxes paid by bun? Under the Indian Companies 
Act, a shaieludder is entitled lo vote in pro|K>rtiou t4» the nnmlier of 
shares held by him. Why s)n>uld a |K»rson ]>aying thousands of rupt'cs 
as rates be placed on the same footing with a )»efson who jiays only 
Rs, 12. Why should a landlord Is* delMirred from exercising a franchise 
which he has lH*en enj<»ying iiidin*cily since iHjG and directly 
since 1888? The system of plural voting a.s in the existing Aot 
has been introduced in 1888. It has worked very satisfactorily in 
Calcutta. Corruption in municipal election as in the mufassnl is ijuilo 
unknown in (''alcutta. Men of busiiHws, men of intelligence and c'^^cn 
the aiisto<Tats of Calcutta come forward for general election simply 
because of the system of plural voting, but I am sure the abolition of 
this s>stem will lead to corruption and debar men like the aliove from 
offering themselves for election as in the cjise of election for the Bengal 
Legislative Council, T do, therefore, suggest that the election rules, 
subject to necessarv' modifications as embodied in C’bapter V of the 
existing Act, be emlKKlied in the Bill. 

It should be presumed, and, in fac t, it is a mere matter of common 
sense, that a person who holds pro|>erty in different constituencies and 
pays therefor more than another (lerson in the sha|ie of rat<‘s and. taxes 
to the CorjKiration, has a greater interest in the city than the latter, 
and therefore his anxiety must W more to see that the civic adminis- 
tration conducted in a profier and efficient manner, so that he, at 
least, as one of the public, iKJssessing large properties in different 
places of the city, should not suffer mal-adminisiraiion by the muni* 
dpal authorities, and therefore his natural feeling and impulse muit 



be to see that able and deserrmg men are aelected by election to 
conduct tbe affairs of the municipality. In other iivwds, a person who 
pays Rs. 1,000 as rates and taxes would feel more interested in the 
election of representatives for the efficient administration of the muni* 
cipality than one who pays only Es. 12 as rates and taxes, and therefore 
it is natural and reasonable to expect that he should have a larger voice 
in the election of representatives than one who pays a less amount of 
rates and taxes. But how can he have a larger and more effective voice 
in the matter, unless his votes are increased? There is no reason why 
the provisions of sections 46 and 47 of the existing Act, which have 
worked so successfully all along, should he lightly set aside for the sake 
of a mere sentiment. The democratic principle of etjuality is no doubt 
g<M>d in its way, but to extend it to an administration which is prin- 
cipally concerned with health, sanitation and the amenities of life is 
carrying it t<K) far, which may impair the efficiency of municipal admin- 
istration. Under the existing Act, an owner of projwrties in different 
Wards, on the electoral roll of which his name is registered, has got 
a iriaxiinuin total of 11 \oles. If for any reason it should be thought 
that u p<*i>on who is entitled to give 11 votes should not have such a 
number of ^ofes, thtn the number may be reduced to (] only, though 
he should bo allow'ed to register his name in all the electorate lolls 
of the wards where he possesses property.” 

It has been alleged that plural voting gives undue" iiifluence to 
wealth, hut us a mtitter of fact, even under tlje existing Act the total 
number ot \ote8 which the tenants are entitled to, is much mote than 
what the landlords are entitled to. Thider clause 18 of the Bill the 
landholders will be in u hopeles.s minority. It is desirable that the 
liegisluture should do justice not only to tenants but also to landlords. 

It is regrettable that this sweeping change is sought to be introduced 
in the name of democracy, irre.spective of all considerations like its great 
anticpiity, its utility, and the fact that the system has worked so long 
smoothly and without clamour or complaint from any quarter whatever. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not want to disturb the hon’ble member. 
If he is now reading from a paper which is in po.ssession of every member, 

I would only suggest to him that it is hardly necessary for him to read 
the whole thing. He can simply refer to the passage. 

BMni AMULYA DHONE AODY; I think some of my ooUeagnes 
have not gone through my note of dissent and that is the reason why I 
am reading from it. 

However, 1 heg to submit, as will appear from the amendment, that 
it has bi»en divided into five parts. It will appear under sub-clause f/), 
the owners of lands and buildings have been referred to. It may be 
aaid, and it is said, that in the case of a system of plural voting, it is the 
owner, it i« the landlord who is especially benefited. I beg to submit 
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it !• not n laot beonnoo, m will appear from auLdanao j[ 8 ), o^npim 
entitled to Tote under the proposed ayatem of voting. It ia not only tbe 
imdlorda but the tenants aa w^ wbo would be entitled to give rotaa in 
Jiboordanoe with the amounia of rates and taxes paid by them. TbeOi 
tliere ia another class of persona who would also be entitled to vote in 
accordance with the amount of taxes paid by them — I mean the meiv 
chants, traders, and professional men. Under the existing Act they 
are entitleti to vote in acconlani'e with the amount of taxes they pay. 
But under the Bill as it is they will be entitled to one vote only. Under 
sub-clause { 3 ) they will be entitled to an additional nuinl>er of votes in 
accordance with the amount of taxes paid by them. It will further 
appear that under the existing Act the maximum numbi»r of \‘otea a per« 
son is entitled to give is 11 and he may give 11 votes not only in one 
capacity but in different capacities. So it will appear that my suggestion 
is a verj’ moderate one. I have suggested that the maximum number of 
voles which a person should l>e entitled to give in all the capacities would 
be six. Therefore, I beg to submit that I am very moderate in my 
suggestion. I beg to submit that the British Indian Association 
has expressed this opinion that the system of plural voting should not be 
done away with because this is a system which has been in force in 
Calcutta indirectly since 1871) and directly since 1888, because on the 
representation of the ('alcutta Trailes Aasof'iution and other ^nibltc 
btulieH of Calcutta, the Hon'ble Sir Henry Harrison, who was in charge 
of the Calcutta ^rnnicipal Bill of 1888 suggested that the system of plural 
voting should be legalized. It was he who made the suggestion. It may 
be said that the British Indian Assoi'iation consists of a large number of 
landlords of Calcutta, but even the Bengal Notional Chamber of Com- 
merce, w'hiih consists of Indian merchants and traders of Calcutta, 
have cxpresstMl this opinion. It will W most inequitable if a |)erson 
jmying Its. 10, (XK) as rates and taxes l>o plai’cd on the same fooling ns a 
jierson paying Rs. 12. At pn'sent the jwyment of rates and taxes 
amounting to Rs. 24 per annum entitles a person to be a voter. We have 
lowered the franchise to the payment of Rs. 12 per annum. Not onlji 
that, at present it is only the tenants and the landlords who are eniitleij 
to vote, but as will appear from clause 18 of the Bill w-e have extended 
the franchise to sub-tenants. Any person occupying a pr)rtion of a house 
and paying a rental of Rs. 25 per mensem is eniitle<i to vote. I do not 
grudge it. I am very gla<1 that on the suggestion of our eeteemed 
friend, our worthy Chainnan of the Corporation, Mr. Mallik, the fran- 
chise has been extended, and I congratulate the Corpfjration of Calcutta 
that on their suggestion the franchise has even been extended to females. 

I do not grudge that. On the contrary I am very glad that fhe franchise 
has been lowered and extended. What I beg to submit is that there 14 
no reason whatever as to why the franchise, which has been exerdsed by 
the landlords and tenants paying heavy rates and taxes, should be taken 
away. It is a right which they have been exercising indirectly, as I 



have said, aince 1876 and directly since 1888 — exerciaing to the entire 
satisfaction of the public at large. Why this right should be taken 
away from them I fail to understand. It may be said that in the mufassal 
there is no system of plural voting, but is it not a fact that there is 
corruption in the elections in the mufassal ? It may be said that in the 
case of elections to the Bengal Legislative Council there is a system of* 
one man, one vote, but may I ask whether it is a fact that the number of 
voters who attedned at the last general election of this Council was very 
small? What was the reason? [A voice: Non-co-operation.] Yes, 
non-co-operation was one of the reasons, but not the chief reason. 

[Here the member reached his time-limit and requested the President 
to give him five minutes more.] 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I will allow you five minutes more, but before 
you sit down I want you to move amendments Nos. 54 and 178. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It is said that in Great Britain 
there is the system of one man, one vote, but T beg to submit that one- 
third of the councillors are aldennen who are not elected by the people 
at large, but are elected by the cotim illors. Then, Sir, in support 
of the system of fdural voting I would draw the attention of the House 
to the opinion of the Select Committee on the Bill of 1888. They said 
that plural voting distinctly rec*(»gnizeH the right of those who contri- 
bute most to the maintenance of the Corporation to a more potent voice 
in ele<’ting the governing body. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have only five minutes and I would advise 
you not to read any more extracts. 

Bibtl AMULYA DHONE ADDY* T beg to submit that in Belgium 
there is a system of plural voting: in the Colonies there is a system of 
pliinil voting: in Stockholm, in Sweden, there is the same system, and 
not only that, the maximum number of votes which a person is entitled 
to is 100. So it will appear that my suggestion is a very moderate one. 
Then T wotild draw your atention to the opinion of the leading citixens 
of Calcutta of which, as I said yesterday, the Hon’ble the Minister Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea was the President. That committee stated that 
if plural voting which had been introduced since 1888 was abolished, the 
interests of the property-holders were sure to suffer. 

Tbt Hon’bM Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: May I know 

what was that committee? 

Babli AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The general Committee of the 
citijtens of Calcutta at their meeting held on the 9th of .Tune, 1919, and 
your honour was the President of this Committee. I suggested that the 
maximum number of votes ahould be fixed at 11 and your honour thought 
that it ihould be 6. 
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D, C. CHOtEl May I rise to point of M«y I know wkom 

tk« hon'ble member ie referring to by **your honour*^ P 


®*Imi AMULYA DHONE ADOYl I am referring to the Hou'hle the 
llilliMer^ Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: lie 18 not “your honour** at ali; he w the Hon’ble 
the Minister. 


BtlNt AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to submit that it has worked 
very smoothly and it slitmld not t>e nlHdinheib and if it is iilndished^ I am 
sure it will lead to corruption. That is the opinion of seVenil public 
biidies of ('alcuttu. Some of my friends appear to lie iimler the mis* 
apprehension that this system does not obtain in any other part of the 
world. I have alieady stated that in the roiitinent as well as in the 
Colonies there is Ihi.s system. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up. I am afraid you have not dis- 
tributed your five minutes judiciously. You have not made correr’t use 
of that. Will you please formally move amendments Nos. 64 and 178 
and then resume your seat ? 

BalHi AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that the proviso to clause 
^{47) Im* omitteil. 

1 als«i l»eg to move that for f laiise the follow'ing l>e substituted 

uamely : 

F!very' person qualified to Vf>te may give all the votes to which 
he is entitled in any ward to any candidate in such ward or 
may distribute them amongst the candidates in such manner 
as bethinks fit.** 


Mr. D. J. COHEN. So far as No. 169 is concerned, I Ijeg leave to 
withdraw this amendment. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. 1). J. Cohen 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn 

‘‘That after clause 21 the following he added, namely 

‘ Provided also that, for the imrposes of elections under this Act, 
a person who is agent, trustee or receiver in respect of mors 
than one piece of land or building, shall be deeme<l in his 
capacity of agent, trustee or receiver \o he the owner of only 
an^ of such properties,' 
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Mr. D« COHEM l Sir, I l>eg to moTe that the proviso to ^nse mi) 
be omitted. 

This proirso is out of place here. We are dealing in this clause 
merely with tenants. 1 support Ur. Addy in this matter but for quite 
a different reason. I do not agree with him that because a man is rich 
he ought to get more votes than a poor man. Sir, for the successful 
operation of '^one man, one vote” system we need a partially educated 
electorate. What have we got at the pi^sent moment? You have 
lowered the franchise to Es. 12. When it was Es. 24, 1 know of several 
cases where three or four coolies messed together and paid rents suffi- 
ciently to entitle them to vote, and it was impossible to explain to those 
people what a vote was, and as a result it was found in several elections 
that these persons were herded together by respective canvassers and 
taken to the polling station with a piece of paper in their hand^ to be 
handed over to the polling officer, who took it and knew that the man 
Wanted to vote for the candidate whose name appeared in the paper. That 
is certainly objectionable. We know that the Calcutta Corporation is 
tackling the question of primary education in real earnest, and that being 
so, we can surely expect that within a few years we shall have a suffi- 
ciently educated electorate to understand exactly what a vote is. My 
objection at the present moment is this. Is it right and fair that a man 
who does not understand the meaning of the word ‘Vote” and who does 
not know what he is about ought to have the mme voice in deriding who 
his representative ought to be as tbe man, be he rich or poor, who knows 
what he is about. I throw o\it the suggestion to the (lovcrnment that 
this system of plural voting be continued for the same period, that is, 
9 years, us Oovernment has extended the rommiinal representation in the 
case of Muhamma<luns. By that lime it ivS expected that we shall have 
no further complaint about the system of “one man, one vote.” Unless 
this suggestion is accepted I shall have no other alternative than to sup- 
port Mr. Addy ’a amendment. 

Raja RESHEC CASE LAWS I move that the proviso to clause M47) 
be omitted, t 

This pniviso should be omitted in view of tbe fact that the provisions 
in chapter III of tbe Act should be completed by themselves in this res- 
pect. There is no reason why. if plural voting be allowed, the power of 
voting of an agent, tnistee or receiver should he limited. Moreover, if a 
person representing an association can have his name registered individu- 
ally, there is no reason why a trustee, who represents on© person in res- 
pect of one estate and thus has got his name registered, may not also 
represent another person for another estate and have his name registwred 
also in respect thereof. In extreme cases the objection might seem to 
be of some weighty but extreme cases do never arise and bence the objec. 
tioD is more theoretical than practical. 
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Clauu 23. 



Raja REtHBE CASE LAW: 1 mav^ that at the end of cUuia 2^ 
following be added, namely ; — 

** In the cane of any general conitiiuenoy every mioh fiereon ahall 
iaTe votee according to the following scale for each of the C?anncilloni 
to be elected in that conetituency : — 

If the aggregate annual value of all the lands and buildings owned by, 
him in the ccmstituency : — 

is less than Rs. 1,000: one vote, 
is Rs. 1 ,000 but less than Rs, 2,000 : two voles, 
is Rs. 2,000 but less than Rs. 3,000 : three votes, 
is Rs. 3,000 hut less than Rs. 4,0(K) : four votes, 
is Rs. 4,000 but less than Rs. 5,000 : five votes, 
is Rs. 5,000 or more: six votes.*' 

The object of the amendment would l)e manifest from its wording, 
Its reason is bast'd on the lecegnition of the principle that a |>erHon 
having a greater stako in the C'ity would pruiw fticie \m more inten^ti^ 
in the more efficient administration of its municipal affairs than one 
who has very little stake thon'in. In this connection it is very neces- 
sary to note that a Municipal Corporation which has got large vesttsd 
interests in and outside the city is ver>^ much different from a legisla- 
tive l)ody whose primary duty is to frame law’s and pass budget grants. 
The one is a big proiwietor itself discharging Iwth administrative and 
executive functions, the other mort' or less a final advisory IkkIv whose 
mandates are to be carried out in some rt*H|iocts only by the Exe<'uiiye. 
Because the Reforms have recognised the principle of wjual franchise 
upon certain iirojierty qualification only in the election of a memlier of 
the Legislative Council, it does by no means follow that the same prin- 
ciple would l>o equally sound in determining the right of franchise in 
the election of a Municiixil Corporation. Very different considerations 
Wseil upon possible conflict of interests betwwn itself and proi^rty- 
owner* would arise in the cose of the Corporation. It was uiwn a recog- 
nition of this basic principle that the framers of the Act of 1838 and 
1899 gave the property-owners some effective voice in the mailer of 
ike municipal administration of the town. This basic principle is 
lacogniied in all countries, and it is only in those where a properly 
educated electorate alive to their duties and responsibilities have 
developed that the property-owners tbemselyes have freely and gladly 
waived ibcir privileges without any hesitation. Thus wo And that in 
Stockholm, Belgium, Victoria, and New South Wales the system of 
niund voting is still in vogue; whereas in jESngland itself the local autho- 
rities lecognised plural voting so late as 1894. This is quite right 
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Oiren an. ideal municipality and a per!^ electorate in wliiidi eye^ 
voter, without exception, takes a keen and intelligent interest ill all^ 
municipal matters and votes accordingly, there should be no need ol 
special representation or unequal franchise. The whole question, 
therefore, is — “ Have we here, in Calcutta at present, a propeiiy edi^- 
cated electorate alive to their duties and responsibilities 'as stated 
above?" The most ardent democrat here would admit that the answer 
is in the negative. That being so, inasmuch as we recognise a perfect 
electorate as our goal, it is expedient that our progress in that dire<v 
tion should be by stages, giving an opportunity to the electorate to 
imbibe gradually that sense of duty and responsibility which is eesem 
tial in an electorate of e<|ual rights in franchise. I have, therefore, 
proposed in my amendment a graduated right of voting limiting my 
maximum to 6 instead of 11 as in the present Act. In plural-councillor 
constituencies, I have further limited the number of votes, which any 
one elector can give to any one candidate, to 6 or less according to the 
property qualification of the elector. This, I believe, will be the best 
solution of the problem under the present cirmcumstances. It will, no 
doubt, place the iirojjerty -owners to some amount of disadvantage com- 
pared to the privileges now enjoyed by them, hut it will, I hope, help the 
electorate to recognize in some measure their resjjonsibilities in this 
direction. 


Ol.AtTSE 26. 

Ri)i RESHEE CASE LAWS I beg to move that in clause 26 (^), 
line 1, for the word " plural-councillor " the word " special " be sub- 
stituted. 

It requires no comment on my part. 

Rija RE8HEE CASE LAWS I move that after sub-clause 2€(^), 
the following be inserted, namely : — 

" (4) In plural-councillor genertil constituencies every voter 
shall be able to distribute his votes among as many candi- 
dates as he likes, provided the total number of his votes so 
distributed does not exceed what he is entitled to. und^ 
section 20, and provided further that such voter shall not be 
able to give to any one candidate more than the maximum 
numW of votes to which he is entitled under section 23 for 
each councillor to be elected. 

Ej^lnnation.—ln a general constituency in whioh thiee ooum^- 
lors are to be elected a voter owning properties whereof the 
annual value is Rs. 3,500 would have 4><3sl2 votes. 
If there are five candidates he may distribute his votes 
amoiiir all the five candidates, but he shall not be able to giyo, 
more than 4 votes to any one candidate." 



I In the unendmeiit m printed the wofd ** or *’ i^nld he 
Je object ol my amen^ent is, firstly, that in spedlil conatitoencii#^ 
elector shall hare one vote for e^ oonnoillor to be elected, bnl Sip 
ioneral constituencies every elector shjdl have as many votes for eaclK 
the councillors to be elected as hia qualification under clause 23, aa 
Amended, would give him. If the principle of {dural voting be recog* 
^nhied, this would follow as a matter of course; but at the same time it * 
it necessary that the elector should not have a free hand in disposing 
^ of all his votes in favour of any one candidate, for by so doing he would 
be really exercising a right which the present Act does not give him. 

I have, therefore, limited his |x>wer of giving votes to any on© candidate 
and the illustration that I have mentioned in the amendment makes 
the extent of limitation clear. 

Cl^ACSE 3, 

BldMi ilATINORA HATH BASUl I move that the proviso to clause 
Z(47), be omitted. 

My amendment relates to the definition of the wonl ** owner/' Tlie 
word owner" is defined in this clause and then a {woviso is added 
that for the purposes of elections under this Act certain persons will be 
deemed as owners. This is absurd. An owner is an owner, and if you 
add a proviso like this, that is for the puriioses of election a person who 
has such and such qualifications is to lie deemetl as an owner, you will 
have to go on adding further provisos laying down that for the purpiise 
of water-rates or license taxes or other matters, an owner must {Kisseas 
such and su<'h qualifications. This is not the proper place for this 
proviso. Its i»ro|)er place is in the chapter dealing with elecioial 
rules. 


Clavse 26. 

Khiii BalMMtiir Mauivi WABIMUMUDDIN AHMEDi I move that 
iji clause^ 26(^), lines 3 and 4, for the words " but no elector shall give 
' more than one vote to any one candidate " the following be substituted, 
namely, — 

" and the eletdor may give as many votes to any candidate at he 
pleases out of the total numlier of votes at his disposal." 

My object in moving this amendment is to allow some scope to the mi- 
ority and to the members of a quarter of a particularly big ward which 
returos more than one councillor. This is a sort of provision for safe* 
guarding the interests of the miiKwity. If the Bill as drafted be passed, 
then the minority will have no chance of returning a member according 
to its choice. I will elaborate my point with ah example. Say, in a 
peithcular ward retaming four councillors, th«re are 100 voters of whiwa; 



30 belong to one community. You can reaoonaHy expect that theep^l 
votem will retutlt one member, but under the system contemplated iul 
# this Bill what would be the effect? Those 100 Toters wiB have 400 votes , 
and 30 members will have 120. So, if my amendment is accepted the 
latter could have returned one member out of the four. " But under ihe^ 
present system, when every member has to distribute his vote, they 
cannot do this because the 70 members can give to their nominees 70 < 
votes while the minority not more than 30 votes. Thus a nonpnee of 
the minority will always be defeated by a nominee of the majority. But 
on the oiber liand, if 30 voters are allowed to give all their votes to a* 
single candidate, they could have returned one member. In a big 
. city like Calcutta, where the next-door neighbours are often unknou^ 
to one another, it is extremely desirable that the people should be 
allowed to give all their votes to a single well-known candidate who will 
look after their interests. They cannot do this if they are to distribute 
their votes. I can also speak of my experience in the Pabna Munici^Iity. 
j tip to last year the Muhammadans always returned one member out of 5 
commissioners from Ward No. b because they could give all their votes to 
tbeir own candidate. Thus their interests were safeguarded, but recently, 
they had to distribute all their votes to several candidates because they 
could not give them to a single candidate. The result is that the Muham- 
madans who are in a minority cx)uld not retuni a single member. In 
local board elections also we always experience the same difficulty. 
In Eastenj Bengal, as we all know, Muhammadans are superior in 
numlier to the ITindus and if the Muhammadans so wish they can 
always return Muhammadans to the total exclusion of Hindus. In 
some pla«*s no Hindus were actually returiuxl. Take, for instance, a 
particular tlmna where 4 persons are to Ik? returned ; there are 40 Hin- 
dus and 60 Muhammadans. The 40 Hindus will have to distihute all 
their votes to the 4 candidates and no candidate will have more then 
40 votes, whereas a candidate nominated by 60 Muhammadans will 
get 60 votes. Thus no Hindu candidate will bo returned. I say such 
a policy ought not to be encouraged, I think every community living 
in a particular constituency should have a fair chance of reluming its 
own nominee. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE! I rise to oppose all the amendments in favour 
of the retention of the system of plural voting. The outcry 
against the abolition of plural voting is based upon the same 
kind of horror as was expressed years and years ago in England with| 
regard to the result of the Reforms Bill of 1867 that the rich* would pay 
all the taxes and the poor would make all the laws. This dis^st ol 
the poor, this desire to keep in the hands of the rich all the powers ol 
Oovemment, is based upon an old antiquated idea, namely, property 
and oristoerary the mob. My hon’hle friend, Baba Amolya 

Uone Addy, had the temerily to say in the Oorporaiiaii of Cyoatt»^ v 
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Hone men one vote would leed to cormptiony esp^^ly «« they were 
to lower the frenohiee from Be. 24 Re. 12 end htalee tenenth' 
to be given the frenohiee.*' This eetounding erguinent wee, of 
(pree, immediately challenged by the acting Chairman who interjected*-*-. 
‘ Jts it your opinion that the poor men only are diahoneetP** When 
( course he was faced with n query of that kind from a man of the 


I3|iiience of the acting Chairman aoonatomed to skilful cro«s*examia« 
tioQ, Baku Amulya Dhone Addy had to admit and say not# 
onerally.*' It is surprising that arguments this character shottln 
e advanced in support of the retention of plural voting. As 1 have 
Iready said, these arguments are based upon old antiquated ideas' 
:hich the experience of countries, where plural voting has been 
bolisbed, has shown that they are false notions. 


Rnin IliSHiE CASE LAWS Have you advanced? 


Mfi 0. C« CHOSE S How can we advanc'e if you do not let Ui 
ivanoe? Let me impress upon my venerable friend, Raja Reshee Case 
aw, that the whole object of extending the francium^ or of lowering the 
nnchiMe a ill be defeated if we decide in favour of the retention of plural 
oiing, bemuse it is always possible for the rich to combine and defeat 
le |x>or, 

Raia RESHEE CASE LAWt Not always. 

Mr* D* C* CHOSE: My friend, Raja Reshee Case laiw, I ventuN* to 
bink, ought to Iw consistent. If he urges the retention of plural 
oiing then in all ermsistency he ought to o}^)se any lowering or 
xit^sion of the franchise, because I am emphatically of opinion that 
f you are going to lower the franchise, you defeat the whole object of 
oing so by retaining plural voting. Well, I have listened, and 
stened very carefully, to the arguments of my friends, Baba Amulya 
Ihone Addy and Raja Reshee Case Isiw, and I confess I fail alto- 
ether t(» understand or to aiqueciute why the rich, because they pay 
lore taxes, should have more votes than the poor. My friend, Babu 
mulya IHione Ad<ly, in the Corporation of Calcutta asked us to con** 
ider the question of joint-stock companies. 1 will give you his exact 
uiguage. ** In the case of a joint-stock company all the share* 
ciders were entitled to vote in accordapco with the numlier of shares 
eld by them.'’ This is an amasing prgument. What analogy is there 
efween a joint-stock coropony and the Corporation of Calcutta? Is the 
brporation of Calcutta anybody's property? What does the Oirpom* 
bin stand for? Why has it been created by Statute? This is all very 
lementary, but still I must tell my friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, 
hat he is a victim of gross confusion of ideas when he talks of joint* 
li^paiiles in connection with rsjmesentation on the Cor^omtiai| 
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of Calcutta. Let me aek my friend, BaW Amulya Bhone A4dy, a 
eimple question. Are not the poor i^ually interested with the ricSi in ? 
the improvement of public health and saltation of this grdat city, and ; 
if so, why should not the poor be placed in an equal position with the 
rich so far as the choice of and return of good and proper representatives 
to the Corporation of Calcutta are concerned F Before I conclude, I 
sliould like to read out to this Council some very deep, thoughtf ‘ 
words 

Mfi PRCSIDCNTl Not a long extract from a book of reference. 

Mfi D. 0i QH08ES You have not heard me, Sir. 

lift PRESIDENTS I only said that it should not be long. 

Mft D. Ct CHOSE* I am afraid the effect of my peroration is Ic 
by this interruption. (liaughter.) liot me read out to this Council 
some very deep, thoughtful and pregnant words used by a great English 
statesman with reference to the extension of the franchise in England. 
He said — 

The Englith nation would Iom none of iU eaeeniial charaoteriiiticii because 
this or that set of men were not admitted to the polling both. Its natural leaders 
Would stilt remain its natural leaders. 

I apjieal to my friend, Raja Reshee Case T41W, to listen to these words. „ 
** Its natural leaders would still remain its natural leaders ** and ** it 
had always been his contention that the extent and limitation of their 
authority must depend in the main on their own conduct and cortainly 
would not 1)0 affected by any numerical changes in the machinery inci- 
dental to the representative institutions.’’ I appeal to my frioids, 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy and others, who are distracted by doubts and 
difficulties, to ponder over these words before they cast their votes. 

Sabu DEBI PROSAO KHAITANs I feel grateful to Khan Bahadur ^ 
Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed for having brought forward this amend- 
ment that an elector may give as many votes to any candidate as he 
[ihnises out of the total number of votes at his disposal. We have heard 
much tiMlay and if more speeches are made against the ameudiuenl pro- 
postnl by Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, we shall hear fuHber arguments 
ttot to allow rich people to have a larger number of votes than the poor 
[>eople, but the amendment imt forward by the Khan Bahadur is a li, 
prt^ition which will help the poor and the minority communities. 

So far as the minority communiU^ are concerned, the system under 
rhich Calcutta is divided into different wards has split the minority com* 
^unities in such a manner that they are in a hopeless minofity every- J 
rhere. Taking the case of the Marwari community in particular, aboql / ■ 
rholu 1 have got cormi ffgures, it will be remembeiwd that whift imt 



J UPbe total numl^ ol Vc^em* the total aatuhar of mm liTUig in 
Slta and the toti4 mteabk valuafioii of Caleuttay they come to oi^ I 
^Slih of the total fiipire on all the three elemente of the treUe lormalat^ 
^ are in a hopeless minority in each ward and they do not possm " 
^ "fc one-third of the votes in any single ward whatsoever. Bimi* 

, Imy* arguments may be advanced in favour of the other comiiiunitiea« ^ 
* vuit., the Bihari community, the Punjabi ccmimunity, the Quiarati com** 
munity, and all the other communities. If the prt^Kwition put for- 
Wi^ by £han Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahme<l is accei>ted, these 
communities will stand a reasonable chance of having some of their 
number being elected to the Corporation. The Corjioration cannot 
he said to be a representative institution unless a fair number of up- 
country men are also returnetl to the Corix>raiion. The CoriM)miioa 
should in fact be a photograph of the population of Calcutta, and it 
cannot be a photograph of the population of Calcutta unless the minor- 
ity communities alst) get elected. Then it heljis the poor also. A rich 
man has mu<'h influence, He has influence over a larger number of 
persons than a |sh)I' man can iK>ssihly have. Now, if this pmjKMiifion is 
' accepted, the |K>or nuiirs friends will be able to accumulate their votes 
and give their votes in supjKirt of the |K)or man who can Im* on acquisi- 
tion to the Conmration. Then, in r«»gard to the taking of voters to the 
liolHng station, a rich man can provide a large numbt'r of (‘arriagei 
whicli a ixK)r man cannot. The rich man a'iH provide as many carri- 
,*uges by Ixirrowing, hiring, etc., as he finds them to he ne«x*ssary to 
carry the voters to the }K>lHug station and in this he has an advantage 
over the poor man. But if this proixisition is accepted, a isxjr man 
with his friends and supixirters a*iU lx* able to get a suflicient immlier 
of votes. If he is fit to come into CorjKimtion, he will lx* able to 
get his friends to accumulate their votes and they will record all their 
votes in favour of that candidate and, in spite of the diwidvautages of 
ix»verty, he will lx* able to get into the (^irjsiration. As this dcH»s jiis- 
ticx* to the jxxir and minority tommunities, I apiN*al to the (lovernmenjr 
that they will be pleased to acc-ept this proposition. It d<x*s not go 
against the principle of democracy: rather it supixirts it. I hojK* that 
this proposition in any event will lie accepted. 

Babu tURBNORA NATH MALLIKl I am sure that Mr. Addy 
*knows that I am bound to oppose him. I like nothing more than one 
man one vote. Raja Reshee Case tiOW has said that we must demo- 
emtise by stages. I quite accept his advice. This is the first stage 
where one voter should have one vote. The next stage will be every 
man, a vote ’’ and that has yet to come. It is a great pity that we 
' could not introduce that principle in the present Act-xuicb man a 
I vote. At the present moment, only one voter, one vote. This is th# 

' ;flrst stage. The secxmd stage will come later on. My friend has given 
reasons in snppori (d his amendment. The first i«H~why not 
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more votes for more taxesf Why stofi at 1£ toieeP 



^y liot 

Mr. Galstauti ten thousand votes at Bhowanipore od ieponni of 
large palace which he has erected there? Let him select any inan4id; 
chooses there. Thns yon make it manifest that there must he ^ linoiit. ^ 
It must be one voter, one vote. I entirely disagree with niy hon^ble 
friend, Baja Beshee Case Law, when he says that a rich man has go! ^ 
a greater stake in the country than a poor man. 1 am poor. Baja 
Beshee Case Law is rich by a mere accident of birth. I am a poor man 
and I am not prepared to admit that my interests in the town are any 
the less than those of Baja Beshee Case Law or of any other rich man 
in Calcutta. I take, and have been taking, interest in matters muni* 
cipal ever since I was 21. 


Ri|a RESHEE CASE LAWS Yon are an exception. 


BalHl tURENDRA NATH MALLIK: There are hundreds of except 
tions like me. Because one is bom poor, is that any reason why you < 
should say that he is not qualified to take any interest in the city ? Who* 
ever is there more proud of the city than myself P I object to the state* 
ment that l)ecause a man is poor, he must necessarily feel less inter* 
eeted ; that is absurd ! 

My friend, Mr. Addy, says that if you do not give more votes to rich 
men and aristwrats, they will not go to the polling booth. I would 
not be sorry — nobody would be sorry for it. If a few rich men would 
not go to the polling iKmths to record their votes, Calcutta would not 
be a loser — you can take it from me. Nobody would l)e a loser. 8uj>- 
posiug a few people do not go or think that they are too big to go 
to the ]x>l]ing l>ooth on the idea that they are rich and that they cannot 
give one vote when the gharrywala gives one vote, that is the spirit 
which wo want to curb. We are opposed to it. This is what this Bill 
is meant for. This is a most important point in the Bill, viz., one voter, 
one vote. You must know that this world does not exist for rich men 
alone. 

My friend, Mr. Addy, wonted to justify the present system by say- 
ing that it is very old and, therefore, it ought not to be scrapped. I 
say that it is so old that it is perfectly useless; it is so old that it is 
almost Iwnt down with age and cannot be of any use to anybody. Much^ 
iraier has flowed down the river Hooghly since 1888 when Sir Henry 
Harrison suggested it. Well, the ideas in the days of Sir Henry 
Harrison were in this respect very crude indeed. The world has moved on 
very fast since then. What we want now is democratixaiion. The ideas 
of Sir Heniy* Harrison are not to rule (we are a much better people and a 
jftuch more advanced people) or to guide ns in our municipal affmrs. Sir 
Henry Harrison wfs the heat man of his time. He was a man with vef|^ , 
l^advanoed ideas af that time. He was a man who mm responsible^ . 




^ i CUcnttn. ii; lia^ mf gtm^ 
ol (Suil^en^ol the Cbipmtb& i^ Oilotitia wm iSmt ^ i 
lary Huriaoa. Do you want to keep bock tbe bando of tbc dbdt fcMf| 
I time? W^^at an amasing arpiineni that wo, in 1928, have got t<i ■ 
How what was laid down by Sir Henry Hairieon in 1888, It it well 
iown that be did it under the pretsure of landlords and rich men, 
f those dayt it was not a democratic Corporation, The landlords used 
rtnle and atill they rule it : that must bo admitted, 

ilala REtHEE CASE LAW: How much do they contribute? 




BirtHi 8UREHDRA NATH MALLlKl They do contribute. Ton 
Raja Reshee Cate liaws contribute more than what 60,000 voters con« 
tribute, so lei all tbe commissioners be elected by the ten Raja Besbee 
Case Ijaws. It is a perfectly pre|)osterous idea. Then one GaUtaun 
has got to 'send half the number of eommissioners in the Corporation ^ 
^because be pays Con>poration rates in a tremeudouse large proportion. ^ 
It is a i»erfe<'lly preposterous idea. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am quite sure that the lum^ble meinl><»r would 
strengthen his arguments if he did not make ))ersonal refereiH^t. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: As to the next lanut that has 
been raised — 1 s{>ettk from personal knowUnlge — that if you give these 
Iti votes, you red 0(^0 the election to a nullity and a farce. I would not 
name, I would take your direction, and unless I am cballengtd I would 
not give out the name. There are members who know that they can 
reduce the eWtion to a farce if you give 12 voles. A(‘cording to the 
prcM*eiit practice, if you get hold of 20, 80, 40 or 60 rich raU»pnyers, 
'^whu may 1)0 the friends and relations of a rich and influential candidate 
4 bring them down within the first half an hour into the jiolling I'ooth 
and plumj) the votes, the poorer candidate has no chancre at all. Within 
an hour, the election is decided. EverylnKly who goes there to vote for 
(be poor man finds that evwything has been done for the ritb man. Babu 
Amulya Dhone Addy knows (his perfectly well. N'llusly has been 
able to remove him from (yhetla fo» all these years lau'atise of this-’™- 


' Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I hope that the hon'ble member 
would not persist in his personal references. It does not strengthen 
hie argument. 

BMMI SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 beg your pardon, 1 beg 
^ witbdraif. Take tbe other point of view : a joint-fumlly vote. Here 
is a rich man, 1 will give you an instance, who has got 7 brothers. 27 cou* ^ 
sins and 47 grand-nej^ews— a joint-family between them. What they do 
is this. They have got 800 friends and relations between them. A and B j 
jlmve been given the property called sr, C and D y, E and F t and 
and they get 10, 11, 6 votes lor these properties. They pmcticaliy 
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bring down their own relations and friends — Shahjati---^im <>f iny# 
friends are in the habit of using this word-^-and plump the votes,. 
There is no \ise for any other man. I am an induential man, I have got| 
a hundred houses in the locality for which I stand, I have got so many 
cousins and grand-nephews and things of that kind; all of them comei^ 
down during the first half hour and plump down 360 votes and ihere 
is no chance for any other man. This is how things were done and 
are being done — it is perfectly well known. The only way of striking 
at the root of the mischief is one voter, one vote, be he rich or poof^ 
does not matter. What is the meaning of these elections f It is 
choosing the Lest man. Then again, why my esteemed and hon’ble friend, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed, should support the plumping 
of votes, I do not know. II 30 vote for and 70 against a particular per- 
son he has no right to t)e there. That is the principle of election. My 
.friend, Mr. Khaitan, with all his-intelligence and shrewdness, knows 
this, but stands up on behalf of the Marwaris. It is no question of Mar- 
waris or anybody. We are out here to improve the administration of 
the Calcutta Corporation and considerable trouble has been taken in 
framing this Bill. Whoever that man may l>e he must have only one 
vote, otherwise the ratepayers will suffer. As scK>n as you have 12 
votes you will find a municipal commissioner always running to the rich 
men’s houses and helping them, but so far as the i>oor ratepayers are 
concerned no one would go to their ])lu<‘e or even listen to their com- 
plaints. I con give you an instance. A Raja or a Maharaja has got 
extensive pro|)erties in ('alcutta wanted a road through his pi*operties. 
Well, the municiiwl commissioners of that hx ality l)egan to run to his 
OUH© to help him. It is rwordecl in the pro(*eedings. SomelK)dv, less for- 
tunate, retir>rted that he went over to the Mahamja, hut c ould not see him , 
AH this jumping alwut and dancing atteudunoe must <iease. When a " 
poor man asks for relief you say you have not got the time and leisure 
ne<H?ssary to attend to him. These things must l)e things of (he 
past. We cannot tolerate this for one moment. We want a purer 
system and we want a better system. We are out for improve- 
ment. It does not matter whether the aristw'nits will come 
or not to the polling booths. Is it only liiose who by the mere acci- 
dent of birth have got a mine of wealth and also a lot of proj)6rtios am 
competent to take proper steps with reganl to the administration of 
this city and we poor people are not? From every point of view this 
is opposed to all public policy and I strongly oppose any amendment 
which aims at giving more than one vote to one voter. 


Ral dOCINDRA OHUNDEII CHOtE Miadur: Another instancy/ 
^ a misapplication of ill-digested jirinciples read in English hooks to 
circuinstances to which they cannot, by any stretch of imagination, ^ 
^apply. Maharajas, Rajas, Rai 'Bahadurs, Rawabs, Khan 
^fiauni themselveti as democmU. Peraona, rich with Ra. 76,660 a yeai: 
*31 Ri, 46,000 a yeiir in wlarim, with luxurious motor cam come and aay r 
we am dmnocratsi we are poor men/* Demoemte tiiieeU 



«Pftk not on Ikehall of aritiocmit^ 


not on bdudf of poor 


I speak cm Wialf of the great middle dam of this oountTy» wl|0 
I rnide Calcutta tkeir liomCf w1m> havo aettled here for generatioiia.i 
it are the laote of this case? When Job Chaniock foonded tho 
of Calcutta, it was the Basaks 


Hr* PIIESIOiMT: I hope very much that the hou'ble member will 
go back to 1690. 

Rai dOCENDRA OHUNDER CNME talMMtoS It was the Basake, 
Ijahas, Mullicks, Dutts, Ohoses, Mitters, Tagores, Qhosals, Brahmins ^d 
[ayastas, who came and settled here with the British and made this city. 
V^e have been living in this city for generations since the British came, 
t is our city. I want to know what justice there is tliat miliums of 
up-country men. who come here as mere labourers, coolies, non-resident 
people like the Japanese and Chinese, people from all |Uirts of the world, 
from China to Peru, shall be given equal votes. What I am pleading 
for is this — not a plurality of votes for the rich — but that the resident 
population of Calcutta should have a predominant vote. I mean to say 
the non-resident people, birds of passage, but still who pay rates and taxes, 
are millions in numlier; we are only abimt 20,000 men who own 
bouses and lands. We shall lie nowhere. Why is it allowed Where 
is this state of things allowetl? In no country in the world. Go to 
Australia, they will not allow it. do to Cape ('olony, they will not 
allow it. do to Natal, the English there will not allow it. In the 
Unite<l States of America, we n*ad in t<v-day*s pa|iers that they have 
decreed tliat no Indian or Japanese shall have the right of citisenship. 1 
want to know what justice is then* by which men who t^ome here for, say, 
a year or two to make their living — adventurers only — slumld by their 
%H>tt^ swamp us. It is all very good to say ** democracy.** It is a trav- 
esty of democracy ! Forsooth, it is not democracy, hut simply depriving 
the just rights of the residents of the city of Calcutta. Little learning, 
they say, is a dangerous thing, and that little learning has lieen brought 
to hear ui>on us to-day and we are the victims of that. We are the 
resident population of C*alcutta, but not the upitiuntry men, coolies, 
itsarpenters, shoemakers, and all sorts of adventurers who come here 
4o make their living 


Mr. OAMRBELL FORRESTERS Is the speaker quite in order f 

Mr* PREilDENTS I find ti very dHimiit to follow him. But I 
think tkat he sa apeakiiig from the point of view of the class which own 
hoaaee In Calcutta. 

; Rifi dOOENORA OHUNDER OHOti liliMlwr] All these persona, 
^pnd of«r and above tbi^ public woman wim have bean given votaa^ 




RAi JOGEND^R CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur: Indeed horrible. 
You are depriving us of our just .rights. We made the riity what it is 
'^'with the help of the British. I am not speaking for the rich; 1 am not. 
speaking for the poor. 1 can understand ** one man, one vote ’’ only if 
the resident population of Calcutta is allowed this privilege — I will sup- 
’ port it with all my heart. That will be reasonable and rational accord- 
ing to the strict principles of socialism, iput to say that the non-resi- 
" dent birds of passage will have the predominant vote is, not consistent 
with the principles of socialism. ^ 


Tha HonHila Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEAs I rise to op- 
pose all these amendments which advocate plural, voting. The object 
of the Bill, as has been pointed out more than once in the course of the 
debate, is the democratieation of the constitution of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration. We have reduced the franchise from Rs. 24 to Rs. 12, we 
,hftve given votes to occupiers paying Rs. 25 a month as rent, Und we 
have given votes to the owners of huts. Will you, in the face of this 
movement for the democratisatiou of the Corporation, continue this 
system of plural voting, and swamp the poor voters by the number of 
votes which tlie possessors of plural votes will hold.^ I think that it 
would l>e inconsistent with the principle underlying this Bill* and, 
therefore, I am opposed to it. Mr. Mallik has pointed out the miscibie- 
* vous conswiuences of the system. It reduces some of the wards into 
pocket boroughs. Tlie rich man with his family connections is able 
to control the elections in some places. This is a system which must* 
^ cease under this Bill. 

Hy friend, Mr. Addy, has given us a history of this measure and 
1 am bound to say that this history' is misleading from beginning to ^d. 

1 have just been consulting the records. One of the statements which 
he had made was that under the Act of 1876 plural voting waai 
Ipiven by imjdication. That is the language of the hon'bie tnember. X 
did not quite understand what he meant. There is no plural voting by 
implioation at all. The Act of 1867 did exactly what we propose to ^ 
under this Bill, vii,, that every owner or occupier having ratealde qualv 
ftcations in a ward shall he entitled to one vote and no more in that ufard. 
Jhai is precisely what we are doing. That statemeiit about plural . votes 
being given by imidication is unfounded and incoQidsteiti with tke^iujtiiid 
laeis of the case. We have had fdaced before us the auGiqrity of 
.British Indian Aaitoctation and some other Afsociatioiis in support the 
syshmi of plural voting. lioi ui see what the British 




iyiteiii of ploral-toliiig mim it wmi tougil .to bo Itii^^ 
Koi ooly tbe Britidi Indian AftMioiationi, but Uie Indian Ataooii^l 
on did ibo aamo tbnag. What is sliU mom atrihinf ia 4iat^ ovoty ^ 
mombar of the Bengal Legialative Conneil, 1|1 im the matter 
iml Toting came np for consideration, proteated in ^e strongest terms , 
sbst it, and who were these gentlemen? Names honoured among « 
r ccmimunity, names illustrious in the annaU of this Oounoib-Hir 
iTudas Banerjea was against it : Dr. Mahendralal Sarkar opposed it : 
bu Kalinath Hitter wvlh against it, and last but not least MauM 
Abdul Jabbar, who pleadod on behalf of the Muhammadans, urged that 
this was a thing which would be disastrous to the interests of his Com. 
munity. That is the history of the case. Did not my friend know all 
this? He is a very assiduous student of history. He reads all old lite* 
rature with the greatest diligence and parades all that Iwfore us. Was 
he ignorant or was he oblivious of these facts? If he was ignorant, he 
has no right to be our mentor. If he was oblivious, I do not oare to 
make the inference. Well, these are the facts. When this system of 
plural Toling was first started, the Indian community was to a ‘inan 
opposed to it. Has the Indian community now been converted to it? 

I say — “No.** Those who advocated are inten'sted in so doing, be<’nuse * 
it is to their advantage, benefit, and I will not say, profit, to support it* 
If you look at the history of the case, if you look at the merits of the 
question, if you consider the points which Have been urged by my 
friend Mr, Mallik, if you realise the fact which is incontestable that the 
effect ot the system of plural voting has been to n*dure some of tho 
wards into po<*ket latroughs. — having Jlegatd to all tht'sc emsidera- 
tions, I hope and trust that the House will vote against the system f»f 
plural voting. The system of plumping, which it undirniocratic* and is 
inconsistent with the principles of tho Dill, should also bo op[Hnied. 

The only proposal that I support is that of Mr. Cohen. 

Bai FANINDRALAi. DC B iNm i u ri I lieg to move (hat the question 
be now put. 

The motion (hat the question be now put was put and carried* 

The following amendment was then put and agreed to: — 

. “ That the proviso to clause 3 (47) be omitted*'* 

The amendment of Babu Amulya Dhono Addy (No. fliS) was then 
^t and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYti. 


-CAtOUXTA bill. 

NOEi, 


Mmm4t MaiMvi Rat UMfii. 
iaiicrfMi, tii« N«ii*m 4 itr •amiRra Matt. 

•aaarjMt Or. Rramatliaaatfi. 

•aatriM, Ral OaliaRvr Miinat Ohaatfra* 

■tatlrjf, Dr. C. A. 

•aM, Mr. t. M. 

diaiiMNirf, labM KItliorl MtHan. 

OhaiHHHirl, Maulfl Shah Maliamfiiai. 

Oa»» Dabu WiMimaiav. ' 

0«* flAl Rafiaiar PanliMlralat. 

Oaara, MaJar-OMitral 0. H. 

Oanovaa, Mr* 4. T. • 

Imartoiit Mr. T. 

Parrattar, Mr. 4, Oamtbali. 

Obaaa, Mr. 0. C. 

Oaaba, Mr. t. w. 

Hamalf, Mr. W. W. 

Huntlnffard, Mr. CL T. 

Karim, Maulvl Pazlal. 

The Ayes lieing 3 and the Noes 38, the motion was lost. 

The amendment of Mr. D. J. Cohen (No. 169) was, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The amendment of Raja Re.nhee Case Law (No. 172) was then put 
and lost. 

The amendment of Babu Amulya DKone Addy (No. 178) was then 
put and lost. 

The amendment of Raja lU'shee Case I 41 W (No. 179) was then put 
and lost. 

The amendment of Khan Bahadur Maulvi AVasimuddin Ahmed 
(No. 180) WHS then put and lost on a division which was taken in the 
ChamlH'r, the voting In'ingH for and 25 against. 

The amendment of Raja Reslu^e Case Law (No. 181) was then put 
and lost. 


NMMl, MSOTVI nWIIIV ■III. 

man, Maalvl MC RafteM UMUi. 
Laiif, Mr. 4, 

MaWk, Oabif turwitfra NaOi. 
Marr, Mr. A. 

MsAiein, Mr. M. 0. 

MIttm*, ma Mr. P. C. 

Maltra, Or. tatinera Natti. 
MttksrjM, Mr. S. e. 
naiiamii, Mr. AMur. 

RaMm, Om Non'bM Sir AlMMir-. 
Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. 4, N.* 

Roy, Raja ManHall tififli. 

Son, Dabu Man! Lat 
Stopbonton, tbo Hon'bM Mr. H. U 
Staart-WIttlami, Mr. S. 0. 
SubrawarSy, Or. Naotan. 

VlSloro, Mr. P. E. E. 


Adjourimionl. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 22nd 
February, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 






of Hit BmtgiA Liglstcllft Otunoll A m i wl i l td itm 
Pmisioiii of tiM Co otrm wm t of Indio Aot 


Thr Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 22iid February, 1923, at 3 r.M. 


Proiiiits 

The Hon’ble the Prenident in the (^hair, the four HonTde Membera 
of the Ezmitive Couneil, the thn^ lluiPble Miniatern, and B4 nomi- 
nated and elected ineinl>er«. 


Covommont till. 

TN CtioutU Munioi^l Bill, 1021. 


ChAVHr. 22 . 


Bobu JATINORA HATH BAOUs I move that in rUiuae 22 (2), lino 
22, after the word “n'vinion” the word “publication*' inserted. 

Thin i« merely a verbal amendment, and I do not want to apeak on it. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goodo): T(» Have time I may Hay on 

behalf of Government that w© accapi it. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 

Clause 24. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Babadurt I move that at the end of 

clause 24 the following l>e added: — ^ 

** (4) The candidate who has been duly nominated Hhall forthwith 
deposit with the Ezeimtive Officer rupfes two hundred and 
fifty which Hhall be liable to forfeiture if he withdrawM hi* 
candidature within 7 day* of the date fixed for tho election 
or it he fail* to secure at the election at leaat ten per cent, 
of the vote* oast. Failure to deposit the said amount shall 
render the nomination eoid.*' 

Those who are familiar with election* in Calcutta, at I<uuit wiili 
iximapiied during the last few eleeitone will perhaps bear me bllf $ 
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wlien 1 Hay that attempts had been made by some peredns to take aAyn^ 
tage of the situation by creating what I may term spurious candidates*^ 
Attempts, to our knowledge, Had been made to trouble a rich candidate 
by bringing rival ones only for the purpose of troubling him, and, I 
may also say, even for the purpose of black>mailing him. If a rival 
candidate can be obtained without any cost and if he would be ab^ 
lutely at one’s disj)OHal, great advantage might be gained over a real 
rival. It must be borne in mind that once a man has offered himself 
as a candidate, he is entitled to employ his agents and these agents 
have certain* privileges and rights which are not ordinarily allowed 
to others. Suppose I am a candidate. I get hold of a friend and ask 
him to pose as a rival candidate and at the same time to help me with 
his election agents whom he will no doubt engage. Such a case has 
occurred, to our knowledge and in the knowledge of many of us who 
are familiar with elections in Calcutta. This should l>e stopped and that * 
is one of the reasons which has prompted me to bring up this pro|K)sal 
l>efore you. 

There is another point. Some people find that candidature does 
not cost them anything — simply to cause fun they place their nomina- 
tion papers before the returning officer. I will not mention names, but 
it must l>e familiar to anyliody who has acted as a returning officer for 
this city. Surh things have been tolerated for a pretty long time, but 
the time lias now come when it must be put a stop to. I understand that 
a similar thing to what I have suggested is already prevalent in England 
and other places and I understand a penalty is put upon a candidate 
who cannot prove that he is acting M'ith a hona fide intention. I have 
taken the lead from those countries, and I have suggested in my amend- 
ment that we should put a penalty of Hs. 250 upon a (‘andidate who 
cannot prove his honn fidex as a candidate. My amendment is quite 
clear; in its wording I have suggested that if a candidate retires within 
seven* days preceding the election, ha will have to pay a penalty. Tf 
ho retires Wfore seven days there need not l»e any objection to his with- 
dniwing, but if be withdraws at the last moment, the Corporation will 
have to undergo the whole exiiensee of the elec tion and the whole trouble 
of making arrangements for it ; if he retires at the last moment he does 
BO to the benefit of none and should be penal if ed. 

I have put down he must obtain 10 per rent, of the rotes cast. 

It may 1 h» possible that a man may be quite well-intentioned, and at the 
same time fail to secure a large number of votes. Nothing will justify 
any quarrel wntb him for that. But if a candidate cannot obtain or 
secure at least ten per rent, of the number of votes, we have ample just}* 
fieation to doubt his ^>onct fide intention as a candidate. He might 
In his nomination papers supported only by 20 electors and then sit still 
and do nothing to fight out ^e election. 
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liCt me point out to my friends (hat the time has come when we ahould 
r a stop to this objectionable practice, and in order to do that an 
fmandment like this is necessary. 

It has been said by some that a penalty of Rs. 250 might be a deter* 
rent to the poor people who want to contest an election. In anticipa* 
tion of such a criticism let me jHiint out that the days art* fa^lt changing. 
At the present time we have the party system developing in (his city and 
these jairties will very hkely rarrv on tlies*^ elei-tious. If (hat lie so, 
they will have to deposit The money. So whether a candidate is lich or 
poor is not a matter <»f nun li c t)n‘*eunen< e. I ajn (lis}K)se<l to think (hat 
a candidate or a party running the candidate which cannot deposil the 
sum of Rs. 250 is not likely to !)e in a position to contest an election, 
for elections are elections and one must not forget that. 

It must 1 m* borne in mind that the Corporation in making ariange- 
ments for election lHM)ths have to appoint otti('er« foi (urrying the 
poll; these are very expensive affairs, and if the (\>rpoiation is unrie<*e8- 
sarily dragged into ivxpenditure, the gentleman for whom such expen- 
ses an* incurnMl, shouM be p<*nalize«l unlesn he has nmjde justification 
for his conduct. 

I have given you in brief iny reason.s b>r the necessity of this 
amendment which 1 hope will Ik* accepted by t Jovernment, if possible. 

MINISTER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELP- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surenfh;a Nath Banorjoa): On behalf 
of Government I desire to accept the umendment with a slight change 
in the drafting. I would substitute the word “ a " for the word “ the ** 
in the beginning of the provi.so. This is a point to which my attention 
bos been drawn 'for a long time. I was a munit ipal commissioner my- 
self for a period of 22 years and I am cognisant of the evil to which iny 
friend Dr. Dutt has called attention. I know' one or tw’o instancy in 
which [s»oplc have taken advantage of th«*- ab.se nc o of a rule of (bis kind to 
blackmail can<lidjit<*s who bad a < bunce of ^uccess. I have gr(*at pleaa- 
ure, therefore, in accepting this amendment with the alternticin I have 
•uggested. 

B«bu SURENORA NATH MALLIKs I have only one word to say 
with regard to this amendment. I have every sympathy with Rai 
Dr, Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, but there is only one thing which I would 
bring to the consideration of the mover. I would substitute for the 
word “ forthwith ’* the wonts ** vrithin thrive days of his nomination.’* 

Hm sir SURENORA NATH BANERdEAs I accept ibis 

E7 
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The motion was then put in the following amended form and agreed " 
to: — 

That after clause 24(if), the following be inserted, namely: — 
(2n) A caiididate who has been duly nominated shall within three 
days of his nomination deposit with the Executive Officer two hundred 
and fifty rupees which shall be liable to forfeiture if he withdraws his 
candidature within seven days of the date fixed for the election or if he 
fails to secure at the election at least ten j>er cent, of the votes cast. 
Failure to deposit the said amount shall render the nomination void,*’ 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: I move ihat after clause 24 (i), the 
following proviso be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that in any election such nomination of any one candi- 
date shall not be made in respect of more than one constituency.” 

. The reanon for my amendment in that it i'* not at nil desirable in the 
interests of Municipal election that one candidate should stapd for more 
than one constituency. The clauHe. as it stands, would mean delay in 
election in the constituencies in which this <*ontinff(*ncy would arise. 
It would also mean unnecessary trouble and expenditure and will not 
serve any practical or useful purpose. 

Th 0 Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I am sorry that 
T must, on behalf of Government, o|>jH)se this amendment. There is 
no reason why a candidate, if he chooses, should not vfand for more 
than one constituency. That has been the practice and it has been 
attended with no inconvenience. I understand also that that is the 
practice in every country where a system of election for nuinicii>alities 
prevails. I feel it iny duty to opimse this on l)ehalf of Government. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to draw the 
attention of the Hon'ble the Minister that, under the Bengal Legisla- 
tive rouncil election regulations, no {Person is allowed to stand for 
election for more than one constituency. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I l»eg to oppose this amendment. We have 
already passed amendment No. 173, where we have disposed of men who 
are, according to Dr. Butt, really spurious candidates. That being go, 

I do not think we should stand in the way of a person who thinks that 
he has equal chances of success in more than one ward. Why should 
we not allow him to stand for, say, two wards? 

BtiHl AM ULYA DHONE ADDY. I l)eg to support this amend- 
ment. If a pivrson is allowed to stand as a candidate for moi'e than one 
constituency, it would he unnecessary^ expenditure not only to the can- 
didate hut also to the Corporation, and unnecessary trouble to the 
voters. I may be allowed to say that the Bengal Chamlwr of CommtfCO 
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|Ua expremed its opinion to tho effort that no candiilate 5h<»uid be per* 
Iftitted to stand for more than one constituency. 

With these observ^ations. Sir, I beg to support this amendment. 

The motion was then put and l(ist. 

BillUilATINDflA NATH BA8U: I move tliat in cJause 24 (2), line 
4 , for the words “ under this Act ” the following Iw substitutedi 
namely : — 

“ under se<'tion I!1 and clauses <b) and (r) of suh-seidion (/) and 
8ul>-se< lion i2) of section 21.” 

(;lause 24 i dates to (he nomination of candidate^ and of their elec- 
tion agents. My anieiidnient has lefeience to llie <{iialitications of elef‘- 
tion agents, ('lause 24 (2) piovidcs that on m before the ilate on which 
a candidate is iKitninaicd the < undidate shall make in aritiug and sign 
a declaration apfKUuting < itliei himself or some othet per'<»n, who is 
not dis(j\mlihe(l uiidei tliis Act, foi upptiintment as Ins <'|ei lion agent, 
and no candidate shall he doemed to he duly imminated unless such 
de<‘laration has lieen made. The dis(]ualiri( atinns of an elertion agent 
are set out in clause 2^f, whi^ h runs as follows — 

So sIimII Im' Hppointed an el«vtam ajKent who ta himself oirlir.ihle for 

elec tion a.H heinjj t to any disqualification mentioned in sub-section (.t) gjr 

aub-seclion (i) of wntion 19 

Sub-section (.j» of sim tioii Iff relates to a (lerson lieing found guilty of 
corrupt juacticc in the (onrst* of an\ (»nM(s*dings under the (Corrupt 
Practice chapter of this Hill. Suh-s<‘( t ion ('/} of section Iff relah^M to a 
candidate or his election agent being found not to have complied with 
the election rules us regards the lodging of the returns pres<’iihed under 
this Act, ('lause 24 as it stands d(H*s not pi^‘clude a jnTson under 21 
years of age., or a person who has Iwen adjudged hy a r’ompetent court 
^ to be of unsound mind, to W afijHiinted an clci tioii ag-oit. Them* arc the 
disqualifications mentioned in clause 19 (/). Whnt I hav® provided 
is that the disfjunlifications mentioned in rlaum* 19 should he included 
in the disipialificBtions mentioned in suh-section (/> and suh-sertion f2) 
of section 2). That would clearly set out the disqiialifnations of an 
eliH'tion agent. Otherwise it will Ik* possible for a candidate uniler the 
clause as it stands to appoint as his eln tion agent one who is a lunatic 
or an infant. 

Mr. I. W. GOODE: We would accept this amendment in a slightly 
different form. I would suggest for Babu .fatindni Nath Busu’s eonsi- 
deration that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of section 24 we should read (he words 
** who is not dimiualified under Motion 29.’’ When ive come to section 
29 on which the Baja Sahib has a relevant amendment, we can discuss the 
^ fpecial point which Mr, Ba^u ha» raised^ 
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Btbu 4ATIHDRA NATH BA8U: I would accept Mr. Goode’s 
sufcgestion. 

The following motion, as amended, was then put and agreed to: — 

That in clause 24 (2), line 4, for the words ‘ under this Act ’ the 
words and figures * under section 29 ’ W substituted.” 


Clause 26. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 26, sub- 
clause (2), line I, the words “ by ballot and ’* be omitted. 

1 beg to submit that under the existing Act this is not the practice. 
Even in the Bengal Municipal Act this is not the practice. So I fail to 
understand as to why it should be intioduced especially when we are 
giving an (‘xtension of franchise to hut-owners and females, most of 
whom are illiterate. It is therefore desiraide that the present practice 
should be continued; otherwise a great deal of confusion might ensue. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: For the very reasons for 
W'hich my hon’ble friend, Mr. Addy, has failed to understand why this 
has been put in, for these very reasons I support the idea that it should 
lie there, that is, it must be by ballot. A man must be free to vote and 
the mere presence of his landlord need not necessarily (luell his heart, 
and need not necessarily’ make him do what he is not willing to do, and 
I suppose the latest and the best idea is ide(tif>n by ballot; I do mu 
understand why my friend should ask us to follow' the Bengal Munici- 
pal Act. 1 do not for one moment realize it This is f»ne of the be 4 
of things that we are introducing in this Bill. We are trying to make 
the elections purer and Wtlei and 1 am sorry that m> friend is against 
every provision which is likely to lead t<i that result. 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I would just 
jxiiiit out one matter. My friend says that under the Bengal Municipal 
Act, the practice is that the vote shall not l>e hy ballot, hut it i.s just 
tJie other way. AVe have iiitrcHluced hy rules the system of ))nllot and 
therefore it is in force in connection with elections in regard to the 
Bengal municipalities. It is a sound and salutary prini iple which, 
I think, i.s universally accepted all over the world in connection with 
elections of this kind, and I think it ought to find a place in the Bill. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: l-nder the circumstances I- beg 
leave to wdthdrawr (he motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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CLArsK 28 . 


The following atneudnuMii Htaudiog in the imme of H«ja Uaahee CbM 
X*aw wa8, by l«»av<‘ of the Couiuil, withdrawn: — 

“ That clause 28 Ik* omitted.’' 

Shuh Syed Kmdadul iimi Wing aKsent, the following atnendnieni 
8tanding in his name wa^ deemed to W withdrawn : — 

“ That rlause 28 (/> Iw* omitted.” 


(’lwsk 29. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BABU: I move that in claiiHe 29, line 2, the 
words " him‘'t‘li ineligible toi elec'lion us lH*ing “ In* omitted. 

('lause 29 relal«*> to the <]is<jualifieations of a peison who is to W 
a|»|Hnnte<l a;i < le« turn agiMit I’lu* clause* provide.s that n(» j>4*rH<»n Hhall 
1 h* aj>{*ointetl an election agent who is himM*lf ineligibh* for eleetiow 
as bi'ing suhje* t to any distjualitualmn iiientioneil in sul»-se<'lion (.’i) or 
suh-.seetion »/* of sei tion 19. I desire to omit the uoid.s himself Wing 
ineligible for elei tion as being.” With the omission of these wordn 
the clause would lead thus:-- 

.\o jH*rson >.liall In' npfwMHOst nn fiertiuri ngent who in subject to •iiy ()i«. 
qiuilific ntion nicntioiu*d in sub-MMtion (.T) or sub wction (4) of set lion 19, 

I lieg to submit that it is not iieiessary that for the pur})ose of lM*ing 
appointeo an election agent, u person should himself be entitled to b« 
a candidate. 1 think it is siiftn ient if he does not lalaiur under any 
diwpialifieiitton. that is to suy, if there is no c-onvic tion against him or 
no offence recorded, against him, I Iwg U* submit, Sir, that a |K*rson 
who may not himself stand as a c andidate, but w ho has not certain dis- 
qualifications (whic h may l»c* those that disentitle a jierson to la* a candi. 
datei should he erilitlecl to 1 k' appointecj an election agent, and a candi- 
date should ha\e authority to up|K>int him as such. Tliat is why I 
want to suggest tliat tho'^e words should Iw* omitted. 

Rail RE8HEE CASE LAW: I move that in clauiie 29, lines 3 and 
4, the words sub-.section (.'il or suli-sec tion (4) of ” l»e omitted. 

The reason for m\ aniendmcuit is that, regard lieing hml to the respon- 
aibilities, cast u|siii the election agent, he uhould W a roan who would 
have no disqualification mentioned in clause 19. It is nut desirabia 
that a municipii! officer or a minor or a convict should be an eleettoa 
agent and I hope the Council will approve of my suggestion. 



m CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. * [2&9m 

Mr. i. W. COODE: An regards Baku Jatindra Nath Basu’s amend- 
ment propoHing the deletion of the words “himself ineligible for elec- 
tion as being, “ I w^ould point out that as a matter of drafting these 
words appear to be necessary. I will take a simple illustration. Assume 
that yo#have statutory rules dealing with two different subjects, for 
instance the qualifications of a motor driver and an engine driver, and 
that the rules relating to the engine driver lay down some standard in 
reHf>ect of his eye-sight. 1 suggest that as a iwint of drafting, if you 
wish to lay down the same standard in your lules relating to the motor- 
driver, your draftsman will nol j)rovide that the motor-driver shall have 
the (jualificatioiis recjuired under the rule relating to engine-drivers. 
His draft would provide for the motor-driver having the cjualifications 
(laid down in that rule) which iroul/1 hare wfuie him elif/lhJe for a lii^ense 
if he hail been an engine-di iver. In the same way, you wish here — in 
the interests of brevity — to make a reftoence to dis(iiialifirations laid down 
in another connection, and 1 submit that the drafting is technically 
, correct. 

(\)ming to the Kaja’s amendment, (fo\ eminent will he pleased tr» 
accept that. Hahu Jatindra Nath Basu ju^t now, in speaking on section 
24, profiosed to refer to other sections which provide disiiualiticat ions. 
He wished, in (*ffect. to add to the ainemlment, which the Kaja Sahih 
has moved, a reference to sec tion 21 (2). 1 snggesi tliat that is unnec es- 

sary since that is merely a repetition of sec tion H) (.7) which is already 
referred to in the Haja Suhih’s amendment, and 1 think that the Baja 
Sahib’s amendment completely c'overs the c'asc‘ for whic h Baku .lutindra 
Nath Basu wishes to ]»rovide. 

Bubu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK* I beg to draw’ the attention 
of the Hon’hle the Minister and Balm Jatindra Nath Basu to election 
rule No. 15 in the Bengal Klectoral Rules, The same language is there. 

No person shall be appointed an elertion agent who is himself 
ineligible for election as being subject to any dihcjualific ation mentioned 
in sub-rule or sub-rule (J) of rule 5. ...” 

Rule 15 is here, clau.se 29 is there. 

The motion standing in the name of Babu Jatin.lra Nath Basu was 
then put and lost. 

The motion standing in the name of Raja Reshi^ Case I.4iw was 
then put and agreed to. 


Cl.Al7SE 31. 

BiImi jatindra NATH BA8U* I move that in clause 31 (J), line 
2, for the word “ and ** the word “ or ” be substituted. 
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i Clause provides that certain returns and declarations as to the 
expenses of elections should l)e filed on behalf of the cuiulidate after the 
election. Sub-4‘IauHe (J) ol clause 31 provides “ that the I'eturn shall 
be accompanied by declarations by the candidate and his eliM tion agent 
Which shall be in the form contained in Schedule 4.** 


I ask why should the declaration lie signini by the (‘ttudidute and hia 
election agent? It should W signed either by the candidate or his eleo 
tion agent. There is no reason why both should sign it. That in why 
1 uant to alter the word. 


Rai FANINDRALAt DE Bahaduf: 1 lag to NUifjiort this amendment. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEAs T beg to support this amend- 
ment and in "o I inu^i jioint out that 'ii the ca*«e of ebv lions to the 

Hengal LciriNlative (\nincil it is either the (andidute or his eleilion 
agent. I do not see why this innovation slomld he made here in (he 
case of elec tion^ to the ('alcuttii (’orporation. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 uonid again beg to draw 
attention to lule 17 (d) of the (hoincil Rules. It is just (he same here -- 

“ the tetuin shall be accoiopatiied by deciiiTutions by the candidate 
and Ills elci tifin agent whn h shall be in the torm, etc ’* 

Mr. D. 4. COHEN* Supposing that is so, is that sufficient reason for 
getting two de( luiations? Would not one be t|ui(e enough? If the 
Heiigal ('ouiM il rules are w long, why .should we ronliune the aaine 
thing ? 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Ci.Ai sK 32. 

Bibu 4ATINDRA NATH BABU: I move that clauHf 32 be omitted. 

This clause provides that every election agent shall keep regulau 
books of a< count in which the particulars of all ex|)enditure of the nature 
referred to in section 31 shall be entered, whether such expenditure ia 
incurred by the candidate or by the ele< tion agent or by any person under 
the direction of the candidate or the election agent. 

(3ause31 already piovidcs that the ( andidate should keep an account 
and that sm h a<*< M>unt should lie filed by him under ceiliain formalities. 
Why should regular b^Kiks of account in connection with the election be 
required to be kept by the election agent is not clear to me. For in- 
fftance, a member of a firm is a candidate; his election ^penditure would 
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ordinarily appear in the firm’s books, and yon can simply have an extract 
prepared of that account and filed. Why should he or the election agent 
be compelled to keep a sei)arate set of books for the purpose is not clear 
to me. 


Mr. S. W. COOOE: 1 suggest that the reply is simply that the 
statement which is prescribed under clause 31 is a statement which is 
prei>ared after the elecjtions is over. But clause 32 provides for regular 
books of accounts being kept during the course of the election. The 
former can be fudged ; with the latter, this is slightly more difficult. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I again beg to draw the 
hon’hle member’s attention to rule 19 of the Bengal Electoral Rules 
based on wisdom and expeHence. 1’hat nile provides that “every 
election agent shall keep regular books of account in which 
whether such expenditure is incurred by the candidate or by the election 
agent . . . .“ 

The amendment was then put and lost. 


(’i.\r.sK 34 A. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA • I move that at 

the Ix'ginning of suh-clau.se (/) of clause 34.\, the following W inserted, 
namely : — 

“Notwithstanding anything ('ontained in the Indian Oaths Act, 1S73.” 
This is the oath that we have introduced in this Bill. 

Btbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: In this connection 1 think I 
ought to make an application whi<‘h 1 ask your permission to make by 
way of suggestion to the Hon’hle the Minister, It is with regard to the 
oath. You will be pleased to see that if this form of oath 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon*ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Mr. Mallik, 

we are now discussing the insertitui of the words “notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in the Indian Oaths Act, 1873.” Do you object to that? 

Babn 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: My suggestion was to ask the 

Hon’ble the Minister to consider whether the words 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have not come to that yet. We are discuss- 
ing the question of the insertion of the words “notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in the Indian Oaths .\ct, 1873.” 

The Hon’Me Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Might I just 
intervene for a xioment ? My friend has communicated his suggeeiids 
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to tne. He wants the form of the oath to he modified, on the same linM 
ae those of the l.#ejrialaiive Council. I have great pleasure in accepting 
it with your pemii.Hsion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, yes, hut when the time comes we shall pul 
that question. At the present moment we are fining something else. 

The motion standing in the mime of the Htm’hle Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was then put and agreed to. 

Th« Hofi’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 move the 
omission of suIm laiKes (.J'l and (*/) in t lause .‘UA. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN OUTTA: May we not speak on thist^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W ould you not rather wait till we reu(‘h cluftse 87. 
We may perhaps wait for that. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Hut may we not sjHnik on f lause 
34A? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes, hut at the present nuunent I am just asking 
the llon’hle (he Minister to put .Moinetlung else before the IHnise. There 
is no umemiment on .suh-claiise (7) of section 81 A. There is another 
amendment on which you will he aide to speak on c lause 87, when iht 
Kumar Sahib moves Ins umemiment No. JIM). That raises the whole 
question as you know. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN OUTTA: If I lise then, will you allow me 
to sjieak ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I said just now' I was gcnng io wait until Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Hay’s amendment was moved. l)o you still want 
to speak on sub-clause {!)? 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: No. 

The motion that suh-elaiises (J) and (7) (»f clause 84A he omitted was 
then put and agreed to. 


Ci.ArsK ^15. 

Tba Hofi'bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move that in 
clause ^16, line G, after the word “ determine ” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

** The said term of three years .shall comraem e from the date of the 
first meeting of the Cf>rporation fixed under section G9 at 
which a quorum is present and shall be held to include any 
period which may elapse between the expiry of the said term 
of three years and the date of the first meeting of the Cor- 
poration fixed under section 69 after a general election at 
widcli meeting a quorum is praeent.*' 
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It is in order to provide for an interregnum that we have inserted this 
clause and I am sure the House will accept it. . * 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clatjsk 37. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I m(»ve that clause 37 (on) 
be omitted. 

Mfi PRE8IDENT: We shall take sub-clause (1) of clause 34 with 
this. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: This clause runs thus:— 
**lf any person having been elec ted or appointed a ("ounc illor, or elected 
an Alderman is dec lared by the Local (lovernment, by notification in the 
Cnirutfa (tnzcltv, to have* viedated his oath of allegianc e, suc h person shall 
cease tc» he a Counc illor or an Alderman, and the liocal (government shall, 
by Tudification in the dfiJeutta (jdzvttv, declare his s(‘at to he vacant.” 

1 womler how the Select (’ommittee c cmld have inserted such a clause 
vesting such vast powers in the hands ot the Local (ioveinment. If any- 
bmly does violate his oath of allegianc e he must do so by some overt act ; 
and the ordinary law of the land is sulliciently wide to drag him into its 
meshes. He can he piosec uted and punished, and that would he sutticient 
to remove such a municipal councillor under sub-clause (a). Does the 
(lovernment mean to debar pc'ople, even if they he not tried for any 
offence, even if they he not guilt\ of any overt ac t ? And even then 
under the next clause vi/... cdaiise 3S which reads:™ “The Local (io\ern- 
ment may, if they think fit, on the recommendation of the (’orporation, 
made after duo inc|uiry in which the ('ouncillor or Alderman (‘om‘erned 
shall have the right to he heard, reiuccve any Counc illor or Alderman 
elected or apjMiinted under this Act, if such Councillor or Alderman has 
been guilty of misconduc t in the discharge of his duties or of any dis- 
graceful conduct;” the Councillors as a body have sutiicient 
power to wood out a jK'r.son who might be deemed by them as 
guilty of misconduct or disgraceful conduct. In such circumstances is 
it necessary, is it at all just and fair to vest the (lovernment with such 
wide, arbitrary authority? Sir, I do ned know' whether the (loveriinieut 
by this means want to put a stigma on iieople and to punish theiil after 
Bshing out hidden motives from the dark caverns of the human heart by 
an et|ually dark proc'ess, viz., by a fiat published in the Gazette, without 
giving the person concerned any opportunity to dispel the dark suspicions 
against him? Or does by this the Government want to follow with 
further harassment a person who has already stood his trial and seeure<^ 
an acquittal? Simply bec'ause a man is popular, but holds a different 
political view and is not afraid to speak out his mind and take a bold 
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doing at the same time nothing unlawful either by word or deedi 
Sbe« the Government therefore want to remove hiuj from his friend of 
vrivic activities, by the vague accusation of having broken his oath of 
^allegiance? Sir, it is a pity that any Select Committee could so comport 
itaelf as to foist upon our esteemed Minister the extremely disagreable 
ta«k of defending such an un-British, unconstitutional, retrogade 
measure. And it is deplorable that sm b chuinpions of the popular cause as 
Bahu Surendra Nath Mallik and Muulvi A. K. FusUul Haq, who were 
in the Select Committee and only a few months hack were loud in their 
denunciations of bureaucratic aiitcicracy, could arm the Government 
with such a weapon and keep it dangling like Duiiiocles’ sword over the 
heads of the Councillors. Sir, in the Legislative Cgu*‘t*lM where we 
wield much greater powers for the weal or woe of the countiy, where our 
defection from allegiance M’ould be productive of much greater harm 
than the defection of any municipal councillor, the Government itself 
posesses no such [xjaer and, u.s fur as 1 umlerstaiid, there is no such jKiWer 
vested in the Government in resisut of the memlHus of the English 
C'ounty Councils or of thos<‘ <d the House of Commons. Formerly, the 
Government did {xissess a somewliat similar jKiwer ot vetoing (buncil 
elections and we all remenihcr how the Bombay Government had once 
by exercising this {Kiwer vetoeil the elci lion of Mr. Kelkar us an undesir- 
able peison. Fortunately, we have outgrown that stagis and there is 
no such rule now and I ho|H* our Hon'hlc Minister, who had always 
hUkkI Inddly for jKipular right.s against .sm h imiui^^itorial |s»w'ers, would 
not lend a helping hand to the inatigutal loii of a similar regime. This 
stilletto being hurled from the dark and giving no previous intmiution 
of when it would and how it would or whom it would strike, would 
have a terribly dtmioralizing effect, keeping the Municijiul ('ouncillom 
always in awe of the local (ioveinment, (lehase them ami make them 
cringing to all who might {kiso as Inung in the good luxiks of authorities. 


Lastly, I would request all to consider that our country is already 
passing through a jxditical crisis, when there are numerous factions, 
and party spirit runs high. Is it politic at such a time to enact a measure 
which can lend itself so readily to abuse? The existence of this clause 
may even tempt the Government, and the Government itself is not an 
abstraction, not an impersonal being, to abuse it, favouring some 
favourite, ousting liis formidable rival. 


I would request our Hon'ble Minister, and specu’ally our demi-oIBcia) 
friend, the acting ('hairiiiaii of the ('uh-utta Coqsiration, whom we see 
to-day sitting in the guy serried ranks of official Iwnches, to consider this 
clause carefully in view of their own sweet and iwst exfM*rience of the 
bureaucracy. I would beg of them not to hatch any hasty conclusion 
in the present warmth of their official sunshine. Sujs^rficial view and 
a eb^diiih trust in an abstract Government may disclose nothing harm- ^ 
Ini m this danse, but one should not forget the existence of cliques, 
y ty tLw and pfejudioes and how they dominate even in the highest 
fitiflirf. * 
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Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: The spirit of section 34A 

lA wholly mischievous. There is not the sliglifest reason why the mem- 
bers of a municip;il body should lie compelled to take the oath of alle- 
giance. The real object of this clause seems to be to exclude from the 
C’alcutta Coriwration fiersons of a certain political complexion. This 
section is absolutely unnecessarj' and its retention will produce great 
harm. I desire, therefore, to strongly opjioHe this section. 

I desire also to support the amendment which has been just moved 
by Kumar Shib Sliekhareswar Ray. T am strongly of opinion that th^ 
section should not find a place in the Municiixil Bill, and my reasons are 
these. In the first place, it is quite unnecessary. The Calcutta Corpora- 
tion deals with lo(;aI mutters. It does not decide questions of legislative 
or administrative policy. 1 do not see how the question of a person’s 
attitude towards the (.'rown can b<* relevant to the matters at issue. 
iSupiK)se, for argument’s sake, that a jM^rson holds what may lie regiirded 
as extienie views on fNilitical (|uestions. As a member of the Corpora- 
tion he cannot do anything which may he dan^ierous to the |)eace or 
safety of the realm. 

Secondly, tlie interpretation of section .‘i4A may lead to considerable 
difficulty. Hie oath or affirmation, as it stands, relates not only to 
allegianc(‘ to tin* Crown but also includes adherent* to the constitution, 
and further extends to the manner of the jaudormancf* of his duties by 
a councillor or an alderman. The concluding iKirtion of the section 
runs Ihus: “ 1 w'ill faithfully disrbarg<‘ the duties u|K)n which I am 
alKUit to enter.” 

?}ow', w'hat are the duties of a municijml ('oum illor ? An elected 
memlier may very reasonably think that in many cas<*s his duties con- 
sist in opfsising executive measures, ttovernment, on the other hand, 
may be of opinion that such opjMisition is a violation of the oath. Whose 
opinion ought to prevail in such a ense^ In civic life a jx^rson ought 
to lie entitled to hold his ow n indejxMident views on |x>litical matters and 
act in accordance with them, so long as he <l(x*s not violate the laW’ of 
the land. But under (his clause the executive Government will lx* the 
judge of th(‘ actions of a nuinici|ial I'oum illor. 

Thinlly, I am afraid this provision will place very w’ide fwwers in 
the hands of the executive Cfovernment. These powers are likely, at 
least in some cases, to be use«l in exc luding jx^rsons from the Corjx>ra- 
tion whom ofTiciuls may dislike on account of their indeptmdeiice or 
Wcause (hey hold jxditicnl views different from their own. Our Hon’ble 
Minister in chiirge of Department of liocal Self-Government was, 
until rfs."ently, a thorn in (he side of officialdom. If this p>n)vlsion bad 
then bi*en in existence, wbo knows if it would not have been used against 
him? Tie is quite wife now, at least for so long as he sita on the official 
bench. But there are {x*ople who still hold views similar to those once 
held by him. Is it inconceivable that men of independent judgment 
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Ipay, occiiAionally at least, be excluded from the Corporation by officials 
;jrith the help of this section ? 

Lastly, I wish to jwint out that that this is an innovation. When 
any new matter is sought to be infnxluoetl, every g^owl ami substantial 
means must be shown in its favour. Has any occasion ariHen for insert* 
ing this provision in the ('alcutfa Miinici|)al Hill ^ I submit that you 
can safely rely on the sense of honour of the councillors not violate 
their oath. I ma> mhl in thn connection that there no such provi- 
sion in the wmstituticUis of local Ixxlies in Knglumi. Our self-governing 
institutions are supjHiHcil to lie ha.*ied on the Knglish model. Ami 1 
do not see why there should a lieptiilure from (h<^ Knglish system in 
this respect. 

1 should IHce to rtder the members of this ('ouncil to a projiosal 
made in another province. Some turn* ago. an attempt was made in 
the United Provim e.H to make a similar provision 


Mr, PRESIDENT: We m*ed not go inUi that. Dr. Hanerjea. I 
think you have got a goo<l-enough ca.se without going to the Unite<l 
Provinces f(»r an argument. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: Ail light, Sir, I shall dmp 
it. I do not know what attitude will Iw takioi up by tlie Hon’ble the 
Mini.ster in charge of Loial Self-( io vein men t towards this question , 
But 1 would <>arnestlv lequest hon’lile memlsus to oj)js)S4‘ section iV4A 
or at least to accept tiu* umemlinent mo\(*d by Kumar Sliil» Shekhareswar 
Ray. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: An oath of allegiance is a very 
saered thing. And 1, for one, would Ix' very hoitv to have it brought 
into the Municijsil (.’orjKiruf ion w hi( h is not a |K)Ij(ical body at all. Sir, 
in this Legislative Uouncil we aie di^aling with (xuistitutionul matters; 
we are resfxmsihle for the making of law's and wi* discuss {xilitical 
matters, and so it may Is* necesKary to have an oath of allegianee here. 
But in a Muniriiml Uor[K>ration w<* deal only with hual matters and I 
cannot comprehend why the oath of ullegium'e should Iw* dragged then?. 
There, w'e deal with matters of Htr**et re|wiirs, lighting, cons<*rvancy 
arrangements, etc. 7'hese are the main functions of the ('orjxiraiion ; 
and I do not wh* why an oath of allegiance should lx* brought in there. 
Sir, in this countiy, we have Ixmmi imjxuting ail our institutions from 
England and I think, Sir, vfoi will Ix^ar me out when 1 say that in the 
London County Council no such provision for an oath iif allegiance 
existe. The Ix>ndon f'ounty Council i.s, I understand one of the liest 
managed and best administered ('ounty Councils in the world; and we 
could take a leaf out of that institution. There is no provision for 
oaths there. Why have it herey Sir. there was no provision for an oath 
pf allegiance in (he original Bill. It did ntd e«t^r into the hea^l of tho 
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liegislative Department to put it in, and I cannot understand why the 
Select Committee has put this in. Was it because of an unholy desire 
to keep out the non-co-operators from the Calcutta Corporation? Sir, 
whatever may be the jwlitics of the non-co-operators, I can say from 
experience that they have done excellent work in many local bodies, they, 
are very admirable workers and I am sure that their presence in the 
Calcutta Corfwration would be an acquisition to that body. In view 
of this, I think, Sir, section 34A ought to be deleted. 

Further, I should like to Hupi)ort the amendment of my hon^ble 
friend, the Kumar Sahib. Are you going to start a system of espionage 
on the memhers of the Municiimlity to find out whether they have 
infringed any of the provisions of the oath of allegiance? Cannot you 
trust them— the charted representatives of the people-^to act up to 
their oath of allegiance? If you cannot trust to their honour then what 
would l)e the state of aflPairs of the country? It is an insult to the 
people and their representatives to say that these latter may not keep 
to their oath of allegiance, once they have taken it. Tlien, Sir, you 
aro going to give, as has la^en pointed out hy my fricml. Dr. IVamatha- 
nath Banerjea. ahsohite jwwers to the Government to hound out a mem- 
ber by means of this section. Who is going to decide whether all the 
inovisions of the section have been fulfilled? I certainly think that 
dabbling in polities, whieh is different from the jwlitirs of the Govern- 
ment, may l>e regarded as not keeping to the provisions of the oath; 
and as the Government is an interested imrty, T think it would he 
imiKwsihle for them to do justi<‘e to their [sditical opj>onents. There- 
fore, T maintain that the Kumar Sahih’s amendment ought to he accepted, 
if the main provision of the oath he not deleted. 


Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: In spite of the altniistie assiduity W'ith 
which hon’hle memhers in (hat corner have Wn watching over the 
possible misfortunes of their brethren, I really cannot what all' the 
pother is about - the clau.si' whieh <‘ertain meml)ers wish to delete 
merely says that if anybody Jun hern notififsl in the Calcutta Gazette 
ns having violated his oath of ullegianee to the King-Emperor he shall 
not be allowed to act further in the rapacity of a city father— -and, 
indeed, why should he? U the breaking of the oath such an insignificant 
matter that no account need be taken of it? 

In his six-och. Sir, the Kumar Snhih has put forward various reasons 
why, in his opinion, the rlauae should not be allowed to stand— and one 
of them seems to he that he fears that the Corporation will turn into a 
kind of Ku-Klux-Klan which will spend its time seeinfr how it mar 
entrap people into hrenkinp the oath of allefriance. Then. 0(Min, he 
•seems to think that it will stifle all differenee of opinion, lest, haiJy, 
someone he accused of utterinir words which were not consistent with 
tke o»th, I think thf»? imson.s h^I.v merit a serious re|dy, 
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p Then, agein, he fears the power which will thereby be given to the 
'bureaucracy. I do not quite know, Sir, what the hon’ble member means 
hgr these words, for I was under the impression that we had replaced the 
bureaucracy — we cannot have it both w‘ays — we cannot both kt*ep the 
bnreau(Tai\v as a i>eg (Ui whiidi to hang the misdemieaiiouis of the 
country and Government, and at the same time say that we are the 
Goveniment ! As things arc. I hold that the bureaucracy is virtually 
a thing of the )Kist, and lliut the work which is Iteiiig carrietl tm in these 
Councils is converting the theory intc» a fact, that we ai'e gradually 
getting in this counIrN government of the |sH>|>le, hy the |XH)ple, and 
for the {leople. 

I>r. Praniuthanath Ilanerjeu puts forward the argument that a clause 
such as the one imder disrusion is not found in the Isindon (\)unty 
CounciL Sir, 1 tlnnk we are getting a little tired of so (constantly 
being reminded what is or is not dom* l»y others. I cannot conceite 
that it is a matter of any inten'st to us what is done by tlu^ lamdon 
County (\)uncil, or for the matter of that. b\ (In* Madras, Cnited Pro^ 
vinces or any (»ther ('ouncil, we are the premier Province of India and 
this, as such, is the premier Council <»f India and, as su<‘h, I think we 
should do well to judge things on floMi own iniuits and not by the light 
of wliat others .say or think. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ibdore we proceed any further, I would lik(‘ to 
point out that tliere is no amendment on the iwijHT to delete clause .’i4A. 
The uniendrnent undt^r disc ussion is an amendment to sub>claus<« 
of clause* dT vs hi( h seeks to remove discjualifieation for violating tlie oath 
of allegiance. 

BM>u INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Cannot we objec't to the oath of 
allegiance in this conmy'tion f* 

Mr. PRESIDENT; \V e are now discussing an nnu'iidmerit for which 
notice ha.s l>een given. I have |>s‘rinilted a general disi ussion so far,, 
but there is no amendment on the |Ki|)er to delete the clause' ivlating 
to the oath. Therefore, (he jK»siti(»n is that no objection has luM»n taken 
to the oath of allegiume but only to the dist|ualificati(»n for violating 
that oath. 

BMni INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May I know, Sir. whether (he 
clause 34A will l)e generally p<it as forming jairt of the Bill?' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know whether you were jiresent when 
this Bill was taken up or you would have heard me say that I [iropoNed 
at the end to take the motion that the Bill os settled by the Council be 
passed. You can, if you please, oppose tlH» whole |lill pii that occftsiou 
if yotl ffej^k you will gain by it, 
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Biyiw SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am very sorry to say that 
some of my hon’ble friends have lately developed a definite proclivity 
of attacking me personally with regard to my present post in all sorts 
of matters, I admit that they have grounds of their own. But I would tell 
my friends that I am afraid that by repeating such observations over 
and over again in season and out of season, the real genesis of these 
attacks is wholly exposed, the cat comes out of the bag not much to 
the credit of those gentlemen. As regards Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Ray’s remark in which he calls me his demi-official friend, I do not know 
whether it proceeds from the ignorance of the language on the part of 
the writer of his manuscrripts or it was meant to be a pungent joke 
which has fallen very flat and has not succeeded in evoking even 
api»lause for him at the time. 

It will Ih! seen, Sir, that I had already objected to the form of the 
oath as will ap]K*ar from my note in connection w'ith clause 34A. I had 
your kind |H*rmiHsion to draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister 
to this and in the course of iny remarks I drew his attention to the oath 
administered in the (V)uncil which reads “ 1 will Vh‘ faithful anj bear 
true allegiance to his Majesty the King, KmfMMor of India, his heirs and 
successors, and that I will faitli fully discharge I lie duties of my office 
ujion which 1 am about to enter,” while lluue ar(» some more additional 
words in our oalh, namely, “I will ailluTe to the ('onstitution by law 
estabbshed in Hritish India.” Tliese woids to my mind are unnecessary 
and th(‘y may be the cau.se of considerabb* irritation and, therefore, I 
r(V]uested the Hon’ble the Ministm* to remove thos(* woids as wudl as 
the explanation which refeis to the term ” constitutional nnuins.” Sir, 
it is very difficult to make out what an* ronslitiitioiial means. Many 
emineul .fudges have sai<l that it would b(* v(*rv difficult to find out how 
far om* has gone in taking (‘onstitulional m(‘ans for hccining alterations 
in tin* method of (Joverriment and I am vei v much thankful to the 
ITon’ble the Minister for accepting my suggestion. T also think that 
if my suggestion is a<(ept<*d, then the amendment under discussion 
would la* uniieie.ssarv. ’Fhe real objection is wlu‘re it says that one must 
adhere to the constitution h\ law estaldished in British India. 

Kuimr SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY; Has the Dmir given 
jiermission to Mr. Mallik to move an amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT • I am afraid, Kumar Sahib, you were not follow- 
ing Mr. Mallik. He was not moving an amendment hut he was sug- 
gesting to the Hon’hle the Minister to ac'cept the omission of certain 
word.s. The Hon’ble the Minister him.st*lf declared that he was going 
to move for the omission of those words when the time came for it. 

Kumv SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: My fKiint is this. The 
The suggestion to change a certain clause comes to moving ati amend- 
ment. There is very little difference. It is only a difference in 
phrBmH)logY. And this right has been denied to u«, 



1^ midoftA MiJirKmirBiii:' 

I lir» BHiillliliTt No right htm boen domed to you, Kumar 
Inybody caa make a auggeetimi, which the Hon*We the Miaiater 
pr may not accept. 


^ Sibil INDU BHUiNAN OUTTAs May I iuggeni to the Hc^’ble 
he Minister that clause 34A be omitted ? 


Mr. BRBtIDCNTi 1 am afraid we cannot spend iho afternoon die* 
mussing points of onler. Hon^ble members in that corner ought to know 
rhat the position is. I explained it distinctly. * 


BMhi tURBNOIIA NATH MALLIKl 1 am sorry that my pielin^i- 
nary observation* have caused so- much disturhance in the mind* of the 
Kumar Sahib that he could not understand what 1 was talking alamt. 
I was only appealing to the Hon*bie the Minister that if these two 
portions are withdrawn, clause 37 (oa) will no longer be objectionable 
at least from my point of view, because 1 understwnd these are portions 
which may be used to the detriment of a {lerson whose political views 
are not the same as those held by the auihoniies. I am sure that if 
these two {sirtions are left out then there will be no objection to clause 
37 (cm), and, therefore, I again humbly beg the Hon'ble the Minister 
to accept my suggestion. ^ ^ 


Ital NtBARAN CHANDRA DAt CUPTA BtllMlltrt 1 am not at 

the present moment, concerned with section 34A, with regard to which 
it }i{i|H»urH that no amendment has been movini. So, 1 think* if the 
Bill as a whole is accepted, then the “ oath ** remains. Now whait 
we have got to consider is whether sub*c)ause {au) to section 37 should 
^ stand or Ihj altogether omitted. Sir, a|>ari fn>m any personal question, 
apart from any sjorii of a ding at any individual member of this 
Council or the lion’ hie the Minister, 1 think* as a matter of caution^ 
this sub-cinuse should l>e omitted. It lays down that if any |^»ei^>n 
haying l)een elected or appointed a councillor, or deeded an alderman, ^ 
subsequently betimes subject to any of the disabilities as siaiid in 
the clauses, he may 1)6 declared, by the loc'al Oovemment, by notidcatiun 
in the Colruttn (fazrtte, to have violated his oath of alleglanre and 
thus removed from bis {Kisitioii as a councillor or alderman. 1 am 
afraid this is placing list much p<*wer in the hands of the (lotern* ' 
mailt. The ls>cal Government is in all fairness bound to hold an 
inquiry, or bound to give some reason for coming to the conclusion 
^Ikai a particular <x)uncillor ha* violated his oath of allegiance. The very , 
loot of a aimpla declaration in the Calcutta Gazette will put an end 
career of a Councillor, is, I think, too drastic and ought not to stand 
llmre. fully endome the view that if the oath of allegiance remains*^ 
llieii, of coume me who is pioved to have violated the oaih^ is tionild 
11^ go. Of cotme this viobiion must be ptov^. The public attgkt 
In kiicmr ae wdl at tho oouneiOor kow, and in what naiwel, he had 
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violated the oath. It may alao so happen that the local Govern- 
ment may b<? induced for political reasons to declare a certain coun- 
cillor to have violated his oath of allegiance. 

With regard to the reasons for making that declaration in the 
(‘ahuUn OazHie^ I th^.jk the amendment of the Kumar Saiiib sliioild 
l>e accepted by the House^and I submit, if it is proved that a coun- 
cillor has violated his oath of allegiance in a ])articular manner, he can 
be removed by a final order from the local Goveniment and there 
must not 1 h! any loophole for any underhand way. Under these cir- 
cunistiinces, I am quite agreeable to Hui>|H)rt tlie oniendmeni of„ Kumar 
Hhib Shekhareswar llay that sub-clause {an) io section 37, he ultegether 
omitted. 

MaulYi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to Hupi)ort the aniendnient. I'he 
worbl movement is now towards democracy. As in other countries so 
in Ibis, there are many parties formed, such as the Nationalists, the 
Libt*rals, the ( onservatives, and there are also jmrtics of Jo Hokumx and 
the S<*lf-.seekers. With the Tteforms, all these ]>ariieK hav(* been afforded 
an opportunity of coming into contact with one another and with 
the offi<‘ialH, and have the o|K>rtunity to press their views on the public 
Kidies-of which they Wome members. With this clause standing in 
Statute )kK)k, us has been pointed out bv the Kumar Sahib, the Sword 
of Damocles would lie hanging on the heads of those persons wlio have 
the audacity to give free ven^ to their feelings and sentiments, f(»r 
who knows, a l>ad official egged on by a Self-seeker and with an apology 
for an itupiiry may cause their names to l>e removed by jiublication 
in the CnJrutfa Gazette. Sir, at the present moment what is wanted 
is this, that every oj>|>ortunity should W given to all parties to express' 
their views, and it is after discussion that mutters should be decidetl. 
As I h(»]d that opportunities should l>e given to all persons to fear- 
lessly express theii honest opinions, a elaiise like this standing in the 
Corporation Act will not l>enefit the UoriH>ration in the least degr*»e. 
Sir, I think, it the Hon ’hie Minister, our leader, were out of the 
Council 1 am nwre he would have in a public nieeting raised his voire 
to protest agtiinst the inclusion of such an item in this Bill. Further, 
doeu such a clause exist in the India Act and does it mar the at tivi- 
titM» of the inemlHU’M of the Council? Then, why should such a clause 
ft)rm part of the Calcutta Municipal Bill? To my mind, the law of 
t^e land, as it stands, is quite sufficient to deWr pi^rsons who are 
undeairables from coming into the Corporation, 

Tht Sir SURENDRA HATH BANER4EA: I acx^ept the 

auggestiou <»f my hon’ble friend, Mr. Mallik, that the clause should U 
amended in the way ho suggests, via., that the reference to the atlherenoe 
to the constitution should be omitted and the clause jdaced upon ih»^ 
some footing with the clause which regulate# the oath of memben of the 
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licf^islative Council. I accept the foniiula of the liegialutivc Cottncil 
in of the Calruttik roriwratiuu* 

You have tuIimJ that the (|uej<5tion of the oath in not the Kuhjeet of 
(tiecu^^ioiK no «iiiieii(itneti( lieeii iimveit in to i<. i>ew|>it« 

this fact I wiah to juatify Ijofoit* the House the nei^OHaity for an with 
of thin kind. Will my friends who have been to loud- ao Iwish’rouK. 
ao clamant in their protcMt—will they deny that at the pit^aeni 
niomeut there is a piuty out for the |mr|)OMeof wre^'kinfT the Imul IsMlies 
and the Councils by MH'urin^^ admisMton into theiny (^aii they, with their 
hands on tln^ir hearts, deny that we have at the present moment a jwrty 
• whit’h have made a Hotenin puhlir dei laration that they desire to enter the' 
local Iwalies and the Cfuinrilsy And what for? Kor the pur|s»se oi wrt‘ck- 
ing* them, for the jHirpose of ilestroying the IteformH, That, 
8ii, is the neiessity for the oath in the Rill. This ought to (a* sulli- 
eient for all lho>e who are protesting against the insertion of the oath 
in the Munii ipal Rill. Reference has la en made to the J/ondon County 
Council. The I/mdon (Nmiity Council may Ih* our guide in many 
matter'*, Inn if is not confronted with the situation such us we have 
to face. 

Then, Sir, some of my fri**nds art* very cniger to take hnnid views of 
things, to h)ok around the world and to refer to historic instances. 
Ai^e tliey aaare of the history of the Test Acts in Kngiand, the object 
of which was to ('xclude undesirables from taking part in ])ublic 
affairs? I'hey have jirolnibly forgotten that clmpter in tlie history of 
England. 

* 

Then, Sir, it has lanm said — I am also surprisi't! that this should’ have 
been said by Dr. Ranerjea — that if a thing of this kind is on the 
Statute Bmik, opinions are likely to jiersecuted. Even in timea 

‘ of great excitement, in the darkest days of non-c 4 M)}s*nition, 
were opinions eM*r persecuted even by the bureaueruiic (iovernment? 

not there a party at the pre.sent moment in the country which is 
out for indp|>en<lence, for ahsoluU’ disruption of the connection w iUi 
the Empire? Have they Wen persecuted? Not at all. (jovernmeni 
recognises that it is a legitimate opinion which, if ventilated according 
to eunstilutionul means, ought not (o W, and should not be, iuUTfeitwl 
with. 1 do not think there is the ghost of a chance of any opinion, W it 
of tlie most extreme tyi)e, Wing |»erse< uted by any (Iovernment, much 
lecus by a reformed Government. Therefore. Kir. that plea of the per- 
aecuiion of opinions is absolutely unfounded and may be dismissed as 
unworthy of consideration. 

" Then, Sir, it has been said that the Jjocal Government in the 
dotstered seclusion of the Secretariat may make a declaration. The 
Government will do nothing of the sort. The JmhmI Governmeiil 
mi opon ih^ basis of overt acts proved aftei* due enquiry~~nothing 
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less than absolute proof of such acts after adequate investigation will 
satisfy the local Government. 

Here is this statement which I make as a responsible Minister of the 
Government that, in cases of this kind, Government will proceed upon 
the Imsis of overt nets proved after due, adequate, and full investiga- 
tion in which the person concerned will be afforded the amplest oppor- 
tunity of vindication. I’hat ought to satisfy everybody in this House. 

Now I come to the last point which I think is decisive in this con- 
sidenition. Who is the lx)cal Government in this case? Who is the 
liocal Government that is to make a declaration? The Lmal (jovern- 
inerit will he the Minister in charge of Local Self-Government . He will 
he a person who is the servant of this Legislative Council — he will be 
a pel son over M*hom the Legislative (Vmncil has supreme sovereign 
authority; he will be a person whose conduct is liable to he reviewed 
by this Legislative ('ouncil; and he is a jxM*son wlio may he (‘ensured 
and ('Veil dismissed by this Legislative Council. Then'fore, Sir, 
you have in your own hands the weaixui for reviewing any unjust 
(hwision that may lie iwissed in this connivtion. You will l)e the 
final supreme authority in this (‘(mnection — the lw>aid of afijieal — which 
will ih'cide whether the declaration should lx* made or not. These are 
ample and sufficient safeguards whi(‘,h ought to allay the sUH]>icion or 
the feuu’s of the most sceptical. 1 hojx' and trust that after the expla- 
nation T hav(' given the (dause of oath, as amended, will be accepted and 
the Kumar Saliib’s amendment rejected. 

Rfti JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahtckir: I was prppar(>d to 
U('c?ept clause "i4A us it stcKxl Ix’fon*. The amendment accepted by 
the Hon’hh' the Minister puts a very diffiwent complexion upon the 
matter, dlie n(»te of ex]>la!intion — “ A |x*rson wlio by constitutional 
means endeavours to make (‘hnnges in the ('onstitution shall not be 
deeim'd to have thereby violated (he oath of allegiance and of adherence 
to the constitution ” — was a j>erfe(‘t safeguard. That safeguard 
having Iw'en removed 1 have no option but to support the Kumar 
Sahib’s amendment. This explanation and the other firovision must 
have IxMMi inserted in the section by the Ix'tter judgment of the Hon*ble 
the Minister, but T do not know why he takes away the Hufeguard 
now. Clause says “ declared by the Tiocal Government," by noti- 

fication in the C nlcntto Gn^rttr, to have violated his oath of allegiance.'* 
The ITon’ble the Minister says “ the liocal Government ** means the 
Minister in charge.” I have studied the provisions of the regulation 
and T do not read it in that way. In these political matters, I Wieve, 
tbe entire Executive Council, including the Minisfer also, will be ike 
Ixx'al Government with the Governor at its bead. Therefore, that argu- 
ment that the Minister in charge is responsible to us whom we can 
dismiss — 
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^ Tta Sir tUREHORA NATH BANERJEAi May I iust 

llpittt out one thing to my hou'ble friend? Cnsen of thig kind never 
go tip to anybody ejcepi myself ; and the final orders are made. 

Hti JOGENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE BiKitfiir! As regards 
tieal matters I shall be very hmth to aeeept the dictum of the ilon'hle 
the Minister, and fuilherinoie, 1 know even the Minister in charge is 
not amenable to us and is not responsible to us. We are in a great 
minority. He has got men at his back, Europeans uud Indians, who 
iiiit only sui^i>orl liiiu but insult us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would ask you, Itai Bahadur, not to {mriua 
that line of aigument : it is absolutely irrelevant to the niatter under 
discussion. 

Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 submit that thaf 

argument of the Hon’ble the Minister that he is responsible to us and 
we can dismiss him does not hold water. Now, Sir, this i luuw* ns it 
stands is against ail principles of law — “ is dtM'lnred hy the local (fov- 
ernment, by notitiiation in the ('ulrutta (ra:rttt\ to have vi<»lated his 
oath of allegiance.” No man, however criminal he mny lie, can lie 
proceeded against in this iashion without a trial at the sw’wt pleasure 
of, say, the .Minister in chaige. What guarantee is there that he has 
bt*en rightly declaicd to have violaUsl his oath of ullegiam‘<'? Will ho 
W given a ciiance bir explaining his lomluct? Will ha he able to adduce 
evidence that he is not guilty? It is worse than the Star (’humls*r. 1* 
say this is v^lodlv iiolefensible in law. \o such pnaedure is known in 
this (<»untry lusording to the Im'hI traditions of our law courts. Why 
introduce this uibitraiy measure here? Even in the case of (loondas 
when >ou declare a [mmmiii P> lie a grmnrhi, you have a tnhumil to judge 
him whether he is a goondii or not. Here who i.s to judge that he has 
violated his oath of allegiance? The Loi-al (iovernment and the 
Minister! A jicrHon who has violated hia oath of allegiance has iMHin 
placed in a worse jMwition than a giamda. This is wholly indefensible, 
MfM»< ially after the omission of the explanation to clause fUA. 


Mr. DEPUTY*PRESIOENT (Babu iurtndri Netli Rty): I had no 

mind to take any part in this debate, but after what the HoriMde the 
Minister has said I should like to say only a few words. The Hon’hle the 
Minister has said tliat there is a party out in the fxmntry to wit»< k the 
Beforma. Well, we ha%’e of late heard much alsrut the nofM‘o-4»|M*rulioi» 
movement, hut so far as I am awaits — and I read the paiiem regularly — I 
do not think that these non-co-operators have ever thought of wnn king 
theee local bodies. They have alwaya aaid that they would enter the^ 
^ ttonicipalittea and district boards and loyally co-operate with the peopla,, 
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It is only with reference to the Council that they have said — ** We ehalli^ 
enter the Council and try to mend it and, if we cannot mend it, we shall 
end it/’ That is what they have said. But as regards loc^al bodies up 
to this time, if my reading of the politics of the day be correct, they 
have never said that we will try to wreck these local bodies. 

TIm Hon’bla Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May 1 point out 
ihai the most prominent non-co-operator of Midnapore has wrecked all 
the union Imurds in that district? 

Mfa DEPUTY'PRESIDENTs That may l>e true l>ecause the Hon’ble 
the Minister is in possession of more information than ourselves, but ire 
are regular readers of the newspapers of the day, and I have not up to 
this time seen mentioned in one single paper that the non<^‘OH>{>erators 
are trying to wreck the local liodies. That l)eing the case, I really can- 
not understand why this innovation should be introduced in the Calcutta 
Municipal Hill. The result of introduc ing such a clause in the Bill 
would be that those non-co-operators who want to loyally co-operate with’ 
the people and with the (jovernmeiit will gradually try to wreck the l(K*al 
bodies also. That will simply add fuel to fire. My own opinion is that 
if you let them alone, the non-co-operation movement will die away as 
it is now dying away gradually. But if you add fuel to fiit*, the n‘sult 
is known to everybody. So I think this clause ought not to stand as it is. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: The Deputy-l ’resident has, in his speech, told us 
that he is a regular and constant reader of newspapers and his reading 
of newspapers has persuaded him to think that there is no justification 
whatever for the introduction of a clause like 34 A. Well, Sir, 1 am 
gurprised that the I)eputy-]*r4»sident should have said that, betaiise if 
is well known that during the height of the non-4‘o-oj>eration agitation 
various local Imdies came forward to give addresses of welcome to men 
who bad declared oi)en war, of»en reWllion, ngt'inst the King-Emperor, 
Well, Sir, the time has come to say definitely — one way or the other — 
whether we shall remain within the Empire or outside the Empire, and 
if lot'al Iwdies are to lie used for purposes other than for which the statute 
has created them, then, 1 think, something ought to W done to prevent 
misuses of the Um^bI Imdies hy inischief-inakers. 

Then I also fail to ‘undei-stand what njy friend Rai Jogendra 
Cbunder tihose Bahadur means by saying that all safeguards have dig- 
appeared hy the acceptance of the llon’hle the Minister of the valuable 
suggestion of my friend, the acting Chairman of the Corporation of 
Calcutta. AVhat the acting Chairman suggested was that the oath to be 
taken in the CoriKiration of Calcutta should be the same a** that taken heiw 
in this Council, and he suggested that the words appearing on page 
"“following the first two lines should go, namely, “ that I will rnlhere to , 
the constitution hy law esUbltshed for British India, and that I wBI. 1 
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discharge the duties upon which I am about to enter.'* Bmc# 
IQbueee words disappear it follows that there is no necessity for keepinif 
the Explaiiaiioti at the bottom of clause MA which says — ** A person 
^o by coiiKitutional means endeavours to make changes in the conititu* 
lion shall u6t lie deemed to have thereby violated his oath of allegiance 
and of adherence to the constitution.** Well, Sir, what is our explana* 
tion here? We take the oaths here, but % taking it we are not prevent- 
ed from expressing anykind of opinion that wo dt^irt*. All kinds of 
opinion are tolerated here; even opinions worthy of Hedlatn are tolerated 
here. What i.s the hurmh What is the fear^ 1 therefore venture to 
think that there htus l)een a storm in a tea eup, and 1 think the House 
will l)e well advised in accepting the suggestion which has been made by 
my friend, Mr. Mallik, and accepted by the Hon’hle the Minister. 

Maulvi RAFI UODIN AHMCDS 1 l>eg to supiHtrt the amendment of 
my frieiiil Kumar Siiih Shekhaieswur Hay. In my opinion t lauses H4A 
and Hl{(tn) are not losessary. It has lH»en very lut'idiy ex|duined to 
this (’ouncil hy my friend, Dr. Hramuthanuth Banerjea, that clausa 
d4A is not necessary. If this is not necessary there is no necessity also 
for clause di(mi). If there is no head, there is no fear of a headache. 
Even if this clause d4A is (here, the clause dTtool should In* omitted. 
My fiiend, the ('hairmaii of the (\ir|M»ration, has suggested (he omisHitiii 
of certain portions of clause d4A. Even (hen in my opinion *41{nn) 
should Ih* dropped. 

Mft Dt d. COHENS May I rise to a point of order The Hotrble 
memiKT is referring to clause 34 A, hut the amendment is with regaril 
to clause 37(oo) and not 34 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M aulvi Sahib, I heard you refeiring t(» clause 
34A, but the amendment now liefore the House ie uith regar<l to 
clause 37 (/m) and not 34 A. 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: These clauses are an innovation. 
It is a w’onder that <mr |K>pulnr Minister, so long a c hampion of the righit 
and liberties of the shtjuld now lx* so changiMl us to (hrow^ us ovor- 

Ixaird into the hands of the bureaucracy. Dur Minister bus told us that 
the matter will lie dealt with by the llovernment through the Minister 
in charge. And we may not have the gimd fortune* of his advice in the 
near future, and a Minister in charge is not infallible. Even the judg- 
ment of the highest judiciary in (his province has Wn found fault with 
by a superior authority. We know what great power there is in us and 
the whole oounlry has seen our power. The less it is itivoke<l the liettei^ * 

Clause 37 ^ 40 ) ut short says that on the mere suspicion of viedation of 
oath of allegiance a tnuniidpal eommissfoner may lie removed by the 
hieal Gpvernmeiii. The idea is prepostorous. This appears to me to 
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be another Goondas Bill. Eyen there, a j^oonda has got some protection, 
hut there is no such thing in the Calcutta Corporation, We have great 
faith in the British administration of justice. Even its worst enemy 
has received a trial in open court. The case of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Arabimlo Ghosh are still vivid in our mind. We know of the case of 
Amir Khan, the Wahabi leader. He was given a trial in open court, 
lict a man be first adjudged guilty and then hang him, and not after 
hanging him find guilty. Such a penal clause is not even attached to 
the meml^ership of this Council or other higher Councils of this country, 
far less in any other country. The rules in these Councils are to be the 
modtds for the fjorporation. This clause may appear ver\^ high sound- 
ing and polished in the estimation of the Government, but hi the long 
run it will lie disastrous to Government. This clause piesupjxises that 
the councillors are to he very goody-goody fellows always yielding to the 
opinion of the ('hairman without the least intention of opposing and 
thus criticising the measures of the Corporation, (’ritics are, as you 
know, better friends than sycophants. If (Government wants to do away 
with (critics its head is liable to bo spoiled very soon bv the mean flattery 
of its supporters, and evil rather than good Mill be the result. So I 
would humbly advise the Government to drop such a clause. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: Violat ion of an oath of allegiance to 
the King-Emperor is a very .serious thing, and it is so serious that if 
ought to be dealt with with all possible seriousness. It is the interpieta- 
tion of the llon'ble the Minister that makes me feel tliat danse 
is a daiigeroiiH provi.sion, beiauw* his interpretation makes that clause 
mean that the determination of the violation of a man’s allegiance 
defH*nds uism the unfetteml disenMion and judgment of the Minister 
himself. No mie is infallible in this world, and however exulted the 
position of the Minister may l»e, he cannot claim infallibility in a matter 
like this. 1 could have swuillowed the ejipn'ssion “ the liocal Govern- 
ment *’ if it meant the considered judgment of a body of jn^ople repre- 
senting Government, but with the kind of interpretation that had been 
put U|>on it by such a responsible and august jiersonage as the Hon’ble 
the Ministt^r, I fiH*l inclined that if that lie the right interpretation of 
that clause, that tlu» sooner it go<‘s the better. Violation of an oath 
of allegiance is a crime, is an offence, and 1 do not. see any reason why 
such a man should not he dealt with by a court of competent jurisdiction. 
Tlint will give full satisfaction not only to the man himself but to the 
whole country. 

' ^ T fully admit that there is a tendency in the oountry just at preeent 
to wreck the Reforms. I know there are |ieople who %re (they hive not 
concealed their intention in this tiiatter) trying to paialyse the Ooreni- 
ineht, and I do not see yfhy the Qovemment should not take the neoee* 
iary action. At the same time I do not see why suck an undemomti^ 
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pf^isioQ sbotild l>e mtitKiuml in aucb a democmUo piece ol kfiala* 
I consider this to be not only undeuMM^ratic but absolutely aut4)ci*a* 
Utt that a thing Tike this should la^ ndegated to the judgment of one 
person, however, exalted that jiersou may bo. In the light of what has 
fadleu from the lion’ bio the Mini>ter, I feel obliged to sup[)oit this 
amendment. 


iir, 8« W. GOODE: I am desired by the llon*ble the Minister to 
suggest an addition to the clause which he hopes will meet all the ohjec- 
tions whii h have been raistnl by some meinliei's. Kai Niburun ('hundni 
Das (;lupta Hahadur, tor instance, referred to the airseine of any wife- 
guard in this se< tion. He thought it very desirable that stune provisitm 
should Ih* made for an inquiiy and that it should not la* left entirely 
to the discrtdion of the Minister. The Minister will W glad to mwt that 
point of view by the insertion of the following words;*--” Any JM*rsi»ii 
a ho is dei lared l)y the local ( jovernnient by iiotiH< ation in the ('niviitUi 
Gazette, made after due im[un> in which the councillor or alderman 
concerned shall have a riglit t«) appear.” 

There is one (jther point ruisiul by Hui .logcMulru (’liunder (Ihose 
Hahadur. He M*eined to think that the foree of st^ction il4(o) has 
accentuated by tlie leiiuoal of (he Kxplanation in uii ordante witli 
Mr. Mallik’s suggestion. Mr. (ihose forgets that the Kxplanal iiui loses 
much of its force If \ini delete (he womIs wliii h the HonMde Mini»»fei has 
agreed to renn»\e on Mi. Mnllik’s suggestion. Hut if it aould ease 11 h‘ 
minds of any hon ble ineniber, the Minister ^Moiid have no objection to 
the Exjdiimition sUindtiig. It will not \n* entirely irrelevant if the last 
six words are deleted. 

1'he net result Mould Im* this. The Miiiistei with your consent 
proposes to reiiio\c from sub-rduuse I, the words to uhich Mr. Mu) ilk t»»ok 
exception, and stn-tuidly, to meet another ojdnion Mhiih has Ih'ioi xoieed, 
he M'ould letain the Kxfdaiiation M'ith the deletion of the laet six aordiv; 
and finally, to hum;! another jMdiit of view, he M<»ubl inwot in clause d7 
the Mords Mliieh I hine ulieudy r<*ud out to the House 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I shall hist of all take U[) the alteration in 
clause ;MA. The ipiestion is that in (’lause .‘f4A (/i, the words ” and of 
adherence to the < oiistitutiori ** in line A, l>e miiitted; and further, that 
in lines 11 and 11^ the words ** that T will adhere U» the consUiutitm by 
law estahli.shed for Hritish India ” be omitferl; and the last six wordi of 
the Explanation at the end of that clause l»e omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mf«/RitlDEirrs The «|uestion is that after the word Oaxette in 
the He<*ond line of sulM'Uuse (tm) pf clause dT, the fpnow'ing words be 
lugefted. vif., issued after due inquiry in which the councillor or 
iddemiaa concerned shall have a right to be heard.” 
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' Kumar IHIB SHEI^HAREtWAR RAY: f)n « point o! adder, Sir, 

I appeal that my amendment ahould be put firHt. 

lira PRESIDENT: Did you not accept the amendment read out by 
Mr, (joodeK , 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: No. 

'I'he amendment Mtuiidiiig in the name of Kumar Shib Shekliareswar 
Hay wuK then jmt and a division taken with the followinf^E result : — 


AYE8. 


Atiat, Nawabiida K. M., Khan lahaiiir. 
Ahm«tf, Khan tahatfur Maalvi Wailmuaatn. 
AhmMir Mauivl Rah UMin. 

Ahmtd, Munthl dafar. 

AMy, Mr. t. Mahhaoto. 

All, Munthl Ayuh. 

Arhamuddln, Maulvl Khaniahar. 

■antritai Or. nramathanath. 

■arma, Ral tahlb Ranshanan. 

•hattaoharjl, labu Htm Chandra. 
Ohaudhufi, tabu Klthari Mahan. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl ihah Muhammad. 

Oatt, Ral lahadur Ryarl LaL 
Otttia, tabu indu Ihutlian. 

Qhata, Ral lahadur Jaftndra Chundar. 
Haa, thah tytd Cmdadui. 

HiHi Mautvi Ehramui. 


I Janah, labu faral Chandra. 

I KarHn, Maulvl Failal. 

! Khan, Maulvl Namtadid>dtn. 

I Khan Chaudhurl, Khan lahadur MauivI 
j Mbhammad Crthad All. 

I Makramall, Munthl. 

I Muliharjl, Frafattar I. o. 

* Mukhapadhaya, labu tarat Chandra. 
Natktr, labu Htm Chandra. 

Ray, labu turtndra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar thlb thakharatwar. 

Ray, Ral lahadur Uptndra Lat. 

RIthI, labu Ratik Chandra. 

Ray, labu daftndra Krithna. 

Ray, labu dogandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Iljaypratad llngh. 

•arkar, labu daiath Chandra. 


N0E8. 


■anarlaa, tha Nan'blt Air turanlra Nath, 
lartan, Mr. H. 
lantlay, Or. C. A. « 

Chaudhurl, Iht Nan'bl# tha Nawab lalyld 
Nawab All, Khan lahadur. 

Ohaudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Rahmatjan. 

Ohaardhury, Maulvl Fallal Kartm. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oraarfard. Mr. T. C. 

Oat, labu Ihtthmadav. 

Oat, Oupta Ral lahadur NIbaran Chandra. 
Da, Ral lahadur Fanindralal. 

Oaara, Ma|ar4)anaral I. N. 

DanaM^ tha Han’bla Mr. 4. 

Oanavan, Mr. 4. T. 

Bmartan, Mr. T. 

FarfMtdf* Mr. d. Ca mpba li 
Ohaai Mr. 0. 0. 

Oaada, Mr. t. w. 

Ma an ai, Mr. W. W. 

Nunllmlard, Mr. Q. T. 


[ Uar, Raja Rtthaa Cata 
Maharajadhiraja lahadur af lurdwan, 

the Han’bie the. 

Malik, labu lurandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAlpIfi, Mr. M. C. 

Mtttar, tha Han’bla Mr. F. 0. 

Mukarjaa, Mr. I. C. 

Ilukharjaa, labu Nllya Dhaii. 
l^wNlak, labu NIrada lahary. 

Rihaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha Han’bia Sir Abd^ir^ 

Ray, Mr. Q. N. 

Ray, Mr. d. N. 

Ray, Raja Manllal Ikwli. 

•an, labu Maul UL 
•t a pha nt an, tha Nan*bla Mr. N. I. 

•tuart WRllaiiit, Mr. I. C. 

•uhravmrdy, Or. NaMan. 

Travan, Mr. W. L. 

VHNarv, Mr. F. E. E. 


The Ayr» Winir ,13 nnO Noes 40, tbe molion iru lost. 


The niiieiidinent standinyr in the imine of Mr. S. W. Ooo<ie wm then 
put and agreed to. 
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I’ ^ Mr* I^REtlDEMT: 1 now mil on lUja RoKbee Oaw» Ijaw to move kia 
Miendment ifo, 191. 


The Raja not beiinc in his seat, Mr. Pivnideiit called on Mr. Alainr 
Haheem to move his umendiiieiit No. 192. 


Mr. AEDUR RAHEEM: I move that at the end of eluiise d7(r) the 
words ** in any <‘ouTt, Tribunal or (’ommittee Ih‘ added. 

This clause makes it a dis(|Uuiifieatioti if a (V»unrilor is retained or 
is eniployetl in a pi’ofessiomd capacity in connettion wiih any cast^ or* 
matter to which the ('or})orution is u l>arty. It is not quite clear whether 
this will apply to pnacediiijcs lw»fore (WjHinition committ«H*s. Sot 
unoften, tlom^h rarely, (Commissioners ajqaun Udtire t'oi |M>ra(ioii couu 
mittees, as, for instum c, Indore the Rtnids ami li^iildiiigs SuMVuiimitteo 
in buildiiij^r cases and ladore the Apjieals Sub-('iooniittee in ap|H»ulN. It 
is not clear whether tlie clause us <irafted would disqualify such council' 
tors. 1 am anxious ihut coun(‘ilb>rN siiould keiqi out in all matti»rs tii 
which the (Cor|>oration is a party, wheiever they may l»e- whether in a 
(‘ommittec of t)te ('oi ptuaiion, 4»r in a C’ouri of Law or in a 'rribunal of 
the Impnivcment Trust. I, thendore, nu»ve the addition of tln> words **tu ^ 
any ('ourt, Tribunal or (’omniitt«H‘” at the end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Haja Sahib, uIhui 1 nulled out your name, you 
W'ere not here; but y<»u can sjHMk on amendment No. Itl'J. 1 think that 
it will meet ytoir point. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: T be objfM t of my amendment was iio( 
to dejwivf the (\uiHiialion (d the help of ex[>crt lejfal knowbMljfc on iU 
own Irehalf if it finds one biilliaiit le>ral Inioinarv anion^rst its < ouncillors. 
There is no reason why the ('orfMoation should not take his help without 
prejudice to his rijfht us a taiunciUor. Further, in fi^litiiitf for oneself 
in a (’oui t of hiw' a^juiiist the (’orporation, a < ourn ilbu who happens to lie 
u ineml>er of the le^ul profession should not be made to forfeit his ri^hi 
as a 44 iuncillor. This W4»uld olniou.sly In* unjust. What the (\irporit> 
ti4m can fairly expe4*t 4>t its 4 oun<'ilb>tM ih that the\ sloailj not la* aliowe4} 
to help the publi4* (ex4epi in their own cases) tin* CtoqKirntbjn 

in a pnifessioiial capai ity in any case. 

[At tills Htag-c the Uou’lde the Presiilent left the (\mncil ('hamla*r and 
Mr. Deputy-President baik the (Tiair.] 

Rtl Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT EalUMilir: The amendment as printtal 
against my name requires a little change and 1 have l>een favoured with 
a draft l»y a persiin on whoae drafting I have very great reliant e. S<», 
with ytmr peruiiaaion, 1 would like to make a stighi change in the wiirdiug 
of my amemlment. Tbe^ suhstance would lie the mlBe. 

The expreasion ** eelatoed or em|doye<l in any fwofeii- 
monai capacity ” i^l he deemed lo tnolude aiqwarance in auy procen* 
•aomU capiuiiiy belare Corporation or any of iU committeee or 
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before any officer of the Corporation in any matter to which the Corpora- 
tion is a party/’ 

1 presume that the House has no objection to my modifying the 
language of the amendment. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE. Government would accept it. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 do not want to take up much 
time, but 1 have only one word to say. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Now that Government has acoepted 
your amendment, there is no need for you to speak. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I want this to be placed on 
record. In the year 1892, the following resolution was passed by th<| 
Corporation of Calcutta : — 

That in itte opinion of the Commissioners it is undesirable that any member 
of their body should in his professional capacity eitljt‘r as attorney, pleader, 
vakil, udvoraUi, eiiijimw or dwtor on behaJf of any p^nhun or |Jt*r>iouH act, 
uppt^al or plead lu any suit or proccedtiiKS m any <ourt in Hritihh India or draw 
in resiHHl tlieroto any Iwh in any mutter iinsini^ whether dirwtly or indirectly 
b(*tW€>en Kucli jH^rMon or jierHoiis and the Corporation in the piint coiuimtUH* or 
HiilHomnnttce ineetiiigH before tlie Chairman or Vici*-Clmirmun. 

Although this residutioa was carried so late us 1892, it was .liihrult 
and pruidicully impOBsible to get this resolution accepted or given eiie< t 
to during tho last few years. We thought that when the Bill wuM 
amended, we must take ihut opportunity to jirohihit what was going on. 
Well, the opiMirt unity has come and 1 have come forward with an amend- 
ment so that no municipal comniissioner or, as he is going to be iulled, 
Municipal Councillor should he allowed to take advantage of his position 
and make any earning whatsoever in Ins professional capacity in con- 
nection with the Corponition. With this objei t in view, 1 have placeil 
the amendment before the House. 

The motion us amended was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. AMur llaheem being lon.sequential was not 
put, 

RiJtRESHEECASE LAW: I did iK>t sjwvk on Mr. Abdur Rabeem*ti 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You were allowed to sfieak <*n the 
amendment of Mr. Huheem. I uiidersimid that as you were absent your 
uinendment was ruled out. 

Raja REfJIEE CASE LAW: 1 did not speak on Mr. Abdur Kaheetu’s 
amendment. 

* 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: T think that ILu Dr. Haridhan IhiU 
Bahadur's ametulmeni, which has been carried, covers your aitiemlineiit 
aa well. 
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llai« RESHEE CASE LAW: 1 do not think it doeii. liet Mr. Uuode 
"^i»y 80. 

••ft t« W. GOODE S If the liaja Sjiheb's amendiiient \h to b« * j 
movedf 1 wish to »ay u word. 

Mr* DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 oannot allow it toW moved now\ I<et 
the President eoin^. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: I was allowinl to sjieak. 

Mft DEPUTY«PRESIOENT: 'I'he Ihesident ^aid that inasnoit h as 
Mr. Ahdur Hahcein was pnictirally inovnij^ an aimMidmenl on the samo 
matter, you tMiuld speak on that amendment. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: Mr. Ituheem’.*. amendment is ipiite drs- 
tim t from mine. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You must wait for the l*resi<lent. 
('i.aisk41. 

The f(*llnwin^ amendments standing in the name «»f Mi. 1) .1. (\>heu 
were, h.\ leave of (he ( oumil, withdrawn:— 

“ 'I’hat < lans<‘ 4I(/) l>e omitted.'’ 

*’ That if motion No, UM Is* earried, in line I of ( laus«* for the 

words * such ^^eneral elections ’ the follow inyr he Hihstitntml, 
naiiudy , — 

* (Jeneral elections of fVmm illoi s.' 

“'I’hat in line 4 <‘f the proviso to clause the umd ' elected * lie 

insisted IsToiv the w<*nl ‘ (’ouncillors ’ and tlie words * and 
Aldermen ’ lie omitteil.” 

(’l..U HR 42. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: I ino\e that in elaum^ 42tft, line 10, 
after the words “eUvtorul roll” the words “of the ronslituem y in lesjiect 
of whi< h sneh dispute has arisen*' lie ins<»rt4*d, 

The object of my amendment i.s that the applicant must |»e hirmndf 
all elec tor of the constituency in which the diHjmle has arisen. U would 
tiot l»e fair to allow n [a»rfeci outsider to firefer an appJicntiori under this 
clause. 1 ho]ie also that in movinjf this amendment I am jiointiiig out 
the real intention of this clause. 

Mr.i. W. GOODE: I do not really see any reason why any rate-payer 
should not he entitlefl to move in an election dispute. That was the 
intention of Government in framing this section. I am afraid we caniiot 
nootg»t the Baja Sahib's amendment. 
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Raja RESHEE CASE LAWl I beg leave to withdraw my amead- 

ment. * * 

The amendment was then, by leave of the C(m noil, withdrawn. 

Babu dATINDRA NATH BASUs T move that in clauKo 42(2), line 1, 
for the word “Judge” the word “Court” be MibHtituted. 

Thi« amendment ha« referenoe to pitK eedingn when any election is dis- 
puted. Under clause 42(/) the High (^'ouit is the Tribunal which is 
authorized to decide these disputes. In sub-clause (2), the expression 
that is used is ‘Mudge.” The Tribunal may consist of a l>ench of tw'o 
Judges. What I want to do is to alter the word “ Jmige ” to “ ('ourt.* ” 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: We m-rept the amendment of Mr. Hasu. 

The motion wasJhen put arnl agreed t(». 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE* We had originally an elaborate chapter setting 
out the pr(»cednic to 1 h* followed in tln‘ case of eleeticm ixMitions. Subse- 
quently we were informed that wo were encroacliing upon the prerogative 
of the High Conrt in attempting to esIabliKh a separate elertion court aful 
ill a panic we hastily withdrew from the position we had taken up. 
Unfortunately we retreated t<M) far. We have left this unfortunaW 
section 42 somewhat in the air. It <-ontains nb definite instrm tions to 
the High ('ourt us to the gniunds on whi<h election petitions should be 
Hlh )wed, and we are, therefore, of opinion that it is necessary to supple- 
ment this sf*ction by stating definitely tiu* grounds on which the High 
(km»*t should decide whether an election is invalid or n(>t, I, therefore, 
with your |ieniiissiou, pro|s»s<* to insert sta tion 42 A which is printed on 
the list of business. 

The folhming ainernlment standing in the name of the Hon’lde Sir 
Sunuidra Nath Hanerjea wiis then pul and agnu'd to: — 

*‘1'hat the ftdlow’ing be inserted after clause 42, namely: — 


* (i rounds for deolannij rirrtion rotd, 

[Cf. linujol r. 42.] 

42 A. (/) Savi» as hereinafter provided in tliis se<'tioii if in any pro- 
reetling dul> instituted under section 42, the High Court is of opinion 
that — 

(rt) the election of a ndurned candidate has been procuied or^ 
indiu'tMl, or the tesuU of the election has been materially 
affe<'teil, by a corrupt practice, or 

(6) any corrupt practice ape<’ifieHl in Part 1 of fk'hedule 11 has been 
committed, or 
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(c) the remilt of the election haa been materially affected by any 
irregularity in resjiect of a nomination jia|M*r, or by ib© 
improiier reception or refunai of a voUs or wkve Ik {>rovided 
in section 42, by any noti-<^>mpliaiice with the provisions of this 
Act or the rules nuuie thereunder, or by any mistake in th© 
use of any form annexed thereto, 

the election of the returned candidate shall he void. 


(2) If in such proct»edifig the ('ourt is of otHiiion that a returiie*! 
candidate has lH»en guilty by an ag<Mit (other than his election agent) or 
any other jierson of any corrupt practice' sis'cititMl in l*ur( I id Sche- 
dule 11 which docs not amount to any form of hrilnuy (»tlicr than livnt- 
ing ns hereinafter explained or to the pnn uring or aladmeni of |s*rson- 
ation, and if (he (V>urt is uNo of opinion that the candidate has Mitisfiisl 
it that — 

(<i) no corrupt practice was <<»mmit(ed at siK’h election hy the 
candidate or his election agent, and the c<»mip( priictic<»s 
mentioned in the re|s»rt were committed contiary to tho 
orders and witlumt the sanction or connivance of sin h i'aiidi- 
ilate or his el<‘c(ion agent, and 

(h) such ( Hmlidutt* and his elc<’ti<ui agent trnik all naisonalde means 
fi»r jireventiiig the cotimiission of corrupt [uactiic^ at such 
election, and 

(r) the corrupt practices mentioned in the saiii re|Mirt were of a 
trivial, unimjMutant and limited character, and 

(tl) in all other rcs|WM(s the ehn-tion was free from any corrupt 
practice on the jnirt of such candidate or any of liis agents, 

then the Uourt may find (hat (he eIec4ion of such (‘anditlute is mit void. 


ExphiruUton. For the purpf>s«*s of this sulewH’tioii “ treating ** 
means the iiicuning in whole or in jsirt by any isMson of (be exi^^mseof 
giving <»r providing any bsMl, drink, entertainment or pnnision to any 
I>erson with the object, directly or indiriM-tly, of imlucing him or any 
other pors<m to vote or r<*frain from voting or as a reward for having voted 
or refraiuerl from voting.’ ** 


ScnKDVLK II. 

BMm JATINDRA hath RAAUs I move that in Sclnslule II, 
Part II, rule 4, lines 2 and 3, the words “ other than the owner or 
hirer of the conveyanc© ” be omitted. 

Schedule II of the Bill lays down what are to l*e deemed to corrupt 
prmeticea for the purposes of eleciiooa cUua© Q) of Part II lays doirn 
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that the payment or ;>roiiiiae of payment to any person other than the 
owner or hirer of the conveyance on account of the conveyance 
of any elector to or from any place for the puriH>»e of recording 
his vote should be deemed to be a corrupt practice. 

This clause gives sanction to a candidate to hire any number of con- 
veyances to bring his ele<!tors to the [wiling station. That is a contin- 
gency, Sir, which ought to be avoided. The Bengal I.»egislative Council 
Klectoral Uules do not jwrmit a candidate to do so, and T do not know' 
why, in the matter of municipal elections, an exception should Iw 
made. Why should the candidates wlio can hire a very large numlwr 
of coiiveyam'es have an advantage over tliose tha< cannot? 1, therefore, 
pro|HWH‘ the (unission of the words ** oOkt than the owner or hirer of 
the conveyance from this clause, so that the payment on account of 
corjveyutHes for electors should he made illegal. 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY* I op)K>se this amendment. The 
electors cannot 1 m» exfK‘cted to go to the polling -tat ions at their own 
•(wt. Sir, Calcutta has niremly lH*f‘n enlargml hy the addition of three 
Tnunicipaliti(*s. Sup|>o.sc a |H»rson residing at .Maniktala is entitled to 
vole for his pro|K'rty in (Inrden Ileach. in that case the [silling station 
would l>e liKated in Garden llcuich. Is it ('\iH*ct<*d that votersb — poor 
men and women — will he required to go to Garden lb*ach from Manik- 
tabv at their own expense? Sir, from a jiractical fxiint of view it is 
almost intjMissible, so I oppo.se the amendimuit. 

Rti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: 1 rise to give m> suppoii to 
this amendment. I am not surprised that Babu Annilva Dlmne .Vddy 
has been on his legs to opposf* it. 

J want Ifi point out in m\ friends and mjnest them to remember that 
it is desirahU that there should lie no dift’t'ieme in the meth<Kis of 
elei'tion to the Bengal Legislative Council and the Cur[iomti()n of 
Calcutta. 

As has Iwen pointed out hy my friend. Balm .latindra .Vath Basu, 
in the jiresent rules for election to the Ihmgal Legislative C(*un( il 
there is a pn>vision prohibiting the payment of any travelling exjwmse 
to any elector. I fail to understand why, if that has l)een found to 
Is* the wise and pro[M*r course* to take in the case of this ('ouncil it 
should not 1 h» iM|ually applieuble in the case of the ('alcutia Cor|>oratioii 
also. Calcutta Cor[K>nilion elections will W held within the four corners 
of the city and ever>'b(aiy knows that Calcutta is divided intf> different 
wards, and these elections would be heW in diffeient wards for different 
constituencies. Naturally the area over which these eltwtors will have 
to travel will l>e very limited. Take any ward. No, 1, No. 2 or No. 3, 
whichever you like. It comprises a t'ertain area hounde<l on four aidea 
by well-known roeda, and within that aniall area, the eleetione will 
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l)e hold. Tho elortors will Tiot nsjubtHl t»> p> tVoin (»iio tMid of tho 
city ti) another. It i.'i tnu* tlial some of th«' el(‘( Uir> mi^ht U* a'' ay 
or out.sule of their partieular Mard. hut their iiuinln'r is so small that 
they may in* kt*}jt out i>f ('oiis), {oration In ('ouncil ehutions the 
stitUeiH \es are oftiMi ver\ wide in area especiallv in mufassal plaee.s. My 
nnifassal fraunL well know that in sonu* mufusNal ei>nst itueniies an 
elector has ofttui ttj uioleip) iouiiii*\*. oi‘ se^enil miles, hjjt it. e'en 
under these i ircuiiistames. an tdei toi in the muia.ssal is n<»t allowed, 
under tlu' Ben^Ml Klei lion rules. tra'elhn).r allowaiua*. what 

jUstifn at ion is then* in allo'x inj.,- this ptnile^e to the elei tors wjthlll 
tin* cit\ of ('alMitta*'' 1 hojn*. Sir. if (imernnient a|»|uo'e this ainend- 
m»Mit. the Hoii’hle .Ministei will k;ndl\ 4‘\))lain w'h\ tins ditlereioe is 
^.,'0111^' to 1 k‘ iinuh' 

Sii, it \<>u allow a < andul.it<> to hue laliiaj^o's ol Uioto; ( ars 
for the (oii\e\.in(e of his eleitois. the les'ult 'u!l l>e that the man 
"Itli .1 lone j'UIse will hue \ei\ laie'e numher ot inoloi «ais and nia\ 
he sure of '■U<<es>, to| m th<*se d.iN', whate\ei one niieht sa\ , and 
whatever tlte law inipdit la\ down, a lon^' pUfse and a i,s| of 

friends often mean sut < ess in an elei tion eampai^^n (ii\e <Mjual 

o]ilH>T t III It les to all .iml let e\ei\ j>ossihh‘ laillitles Im- to the 

(atididates. Init ilo n(>t ij’i'e .td'.int.ip* to tlie ii(h I t.tnnol (Oiiom'*’ 
hio\ poor pel sMi s (ii iMoii «)i inolei.de ineaiis tail » oini' lois»tiid for 
tliesi' oliitiui.s unless the\ ale helped h> their li'iemis and ehalois 
But what Is pussihle Is that a^'’a:rist (andidales of model. it« me.iiis 

]>»'( tple like oil r sel \ MS r K li ! I \ i ! < .t t m 1 u | i f es ma \ < ome f oi w .i id to ( oii t i*st . 

(hie <.*f their advantages is that they have a loti^^- puise, aitd 'i.e ma\ 
spend lat;.'’’* sums oii motois and so tar as sin ( ess m the elei lions is 

coiM'eriieil tile Innui.: of a iar;.:e numher of iimtoi lars, et( Is an 

iinjiortaiit fa( toi So the M-suIt will Ih* that a ('uridnlale with ,» lon^'- 
[)urse W'lIJ win the da\ I hese ai<‘ tin* reasons wh\ I sijjtjKMt she 
amendment prohibit in tiie hiring' of iiifhor cars l>\ the (andidiites for 
the use of the elector?* 

d he motion was tiien put and :tore«*d to. 

Mr. 8. W, GOODE: I move tiiut the folh>wi!i^» 1 k‘ added after ruh* 4, 

VIZ : — 

“ Bro'jded that nutfiin^’' e^jiitained in thes,. niles s},;,!! pre\i*nt 
a tonveyalHi' Umii},' liinsl h\ an ele* tol . or h\ sfOoral e)e( to?s 
at their joint ci^st. for the purjK>se fd <on'e\i!i^>‘ lum oi them 
to or from the jxdl.” 

I think. Sir, it is nef cs.sarv to make .some jirovinion for an elm tor 
hiring or s<‘veral ele< tors jointly hiring? a eonve\an<e I fhercf<;re hofn* 
that the provino I liave movfKl will he ;M!de<l 

The motion was put and ag^reed to. 
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Clause GO. 

Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move that clause 60 l>e omitted. 

Clause 60 provides that it any question arises as to the interpreta- 
tion of this cliaptei, the questitm shall Ik* referre<l for deeihion to the 
local (jovernnient wliose decision shall bc' final. The only {|U«v4tions 
that can aiise under this chajiter are those i elating to elections, quali- 
fications either of electons or candidates or the validity of the elections. 
But those are matters whic h, under clause 42 and 42A, have liieen 
placed in the hands of the High ('oiirt. Jl clause 60 is retained in 
tlio Bill it llla^ hapjien that the High Coiiit uill interpret a jiai'ticular 
rule in a jiarticular way and the local (ioM'ininent will have the 
right of interpreting it in their own wa\. Thus tlic*re nia\ lie a con- 
flic*l of decisions. Sinc-e these niattcMs, nanic‘]\, matters n‘garding the 
comp«‘lenc\ oj elec tors and candidates and the \alidit\ of elec tions have 
been phicc*cl undc*r the* jurisdiction of the* High ('ouit, why should 
authority bo re.st'r\c‘d to thc‘ local ( io\ei nni<*nt as to the interjuc'tation of 
the rules y It might l(»ad to a conflict of decisions. ] piopose that the 
clause he omitted. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (tn liehalf of (io\ eminent I acc<‘j)t the* aiiicMid- 
inent. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I am son; I must op|M>sc* the 
pro|M>sal of Babu .latindia Nath Basil. The proposal is that it an\ 
cjuc'stion arisc's us to tlu* iiiteipi-etalion of tlic* pioMsion of tins chaptc*r 
it shall lie referred to the decision of tlic* local (io\ernment \\’c‘ll, 
Sir, not that I am particularly <*nanioured of the* local (To c*rnnic‘iit 
but what I am particularly afiaid of is that a c andidate may be draggc'cl 
III time* and out c»f time* tc» the* High (’ourt. Sir, without meaning the 
slightest disresjM'ct tet that august bod\, 1 would jHunt out that 
most persons are awfully afraid of bc*ing dragged within the* portahs 
c)f the High Court. My friend, Jhibii .latindra Nath Basil, is a very 
kind and sympathetic- man here, hnt if we have to approach him in 
the High Court as an Attorney-at-Inw , we are awfully afraid of him. 
That IS the situation we are in at pie.M*nt. During the past few years, 
as my friend, Mr. .Mallik, will tell you, almost on flimsy grounds, many 
ra.ses in election matters were in.stituted against .some persons — not 
against my.self fortunatel\ — and they had to visit the High Court. Sir, 
election dispute.s are often dragged into the High ( ourt on the flimsiest 
of (‘Uiises. Tieated its the atmosphere liecomes at that time, the slightest 
provocation will drive a candidate to the High (’oiirt, and the result is 
disastrous, to Uith (he eoiitestants. The emst of a High Court suit 
is, us i.s well known, prohihilive. The high cost and the various incon- 
veniem es in connec'tion with a High Court suit prompt me to say that 
it would l>e much better if the question of interpretation rested with 
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the local (rovefnmcnt than leave the cundidnteH to the tender mercies of 
the law. That in why I the amendment. 

Mr. D. 4 . COHEH; I am afiaid mv friend. Dr. Dull, has mismler- 
stood the whole |»osition. Clause 4'.? h there, ami under that claust* the 
Hiph ('ourt will have to all elettUMi disputes l'urth»‘r. \^hether 

that clause' is there or not. we ui^re told hy the Le^^al Bememhrancer 
in (‘onneot loit with aimlhei mattei that w<* eould not takt* aaay the 
poweis of the Court Sistion 4o of tin* SjHHitit ILdud Act is 

there, and no proxi^ion that ae ma> press for her<» ran lake away 
thos(» jHJwers 

Tht* rnolioii ua-' then put and avTieed to 

[At this slajre the llon’hle tlu‘ Pre**nh*iit returnt‘(l ti» tlie ('hamlier. j 


Cl \i vK J:J8. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA ! I in(»vt* that in i 1 nr^e I'JH, 

lim* 1. for the Wold “ t u ent \ -1 hle<‘ *’ tlie ^^oI<l “ taent\ ’’ I'e '‘Uh- 
stit uted 

M\ (d»jei t in iinoin^'’ till** aineiidnient is to n^-tliel the power of the 
('orporat ion in the in.itter of laisin^^ the rates. At jiiesent. the rati*- 
pa>ers of Cah utta j)a\ C.^ ‘<*nt on the \alue of lands and huild- 

inyrs situated in ('ah utta. I!\er\ m\ \eai.s, the Corporation ariaiipes 
for a fresh assoHUouit , and at the tiiio' of ea< h fresh assessment the 
valuation of all lands and lunldini^s p»es up 'I'he ( '(U poi iit ion is tlnu 
aide onef* in si\ \eais to demand a lai^^er sum in the shape of lates 
and taxes from the ratepaxeis df Calt utta If the CorjKuation he 
allowed to imiease the jieK entajre of lates, it will ha\ e a doulde ad\ an- 
ta^e. .lust at tlie |uesent moment I do Tint flunk it is desiiahhs tliat 
the f'orporutmn sfopuld he alloweil to in(lu!;.'e u, e i <• ni e\peii(iiture. 
They ouj:ht to he able to retrench and make ImpIIi ends meet with 
the resources that aie at present ai then disposal. If, at any future 
lime. It lieeomes iHs-e'.sur\ to raise the rate.s, the ('orjioration mav c'orne 
to the Council and ask for an amendment of this ncMtiori. I do not 
think it Is safe tcc trust the (’orjcoruticui with tio* jaiwei cd raism^r the 
rate to |aT cent. 

BiImi AMULYA OHONE ADDY: I move that in clause \'ZH, liiie 
1, for the word “ twenty-three the word “ twenty-one ” he suh- 
gtitnted. 

The Marwan Association has .suhmitttd it.s opinion to the effect 
that the existing? rate should not he mcreaM*d and that is alw» the 
opinion of the public at lar^’e. There is a stroiijr opinion that instead 
of the rates }»eing increased, there should be a mutenal retrenchment 

9<i 4 
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in the exfwndifure of the Corporation: and as a matter of fact a com- 
mittee haa already Ikhmi apiK>inted by the Corporation for the retrench- 
ment of its expenditure. It ia well known to you, Sir, that during 
last few years the salaries of the officers have been materially increased. 
The Corporation might have lieen justified some time ago in increasing 
the salaries because of the high prices of food-grains and other necess- 
aries of life; but the prices have now come down and the time has 
come when the salaries should be materially reduced. I take this 
opportunity of drawing your attention to the grievances of the house- 
owners of (’alcutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you show how this is relevant to the 
question of the raising of the rates? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The thing is that it is argued 
that the taxes art increas€*d lor carrying on the improvements in the 
sanitation of Calcutta. My }K)int is that indirect taxation should be 
levie<l instead of increasing the rates. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid it is not relevant and 1 miinot 
allow it. 

BtiMi AMULYA DHONE ADDY. Now, the landlords of Calcutta 
have to ptiy a consolidated rate of 19A per cent, they have to spend 
on repairs generally at the rate of 10 per cent., on colhMtion about 
0 per cent. ; then they have to pay income tax at the rate of U annas to 
the nii)ee, amounting to about 10 jxw cent, and then big landlords have 
to pay HU]>er-tax which may amount from (Uie to six annas }x*r ruj)ee. 
Taking an average of two annas |)er rujav^ it will api>ear that a i)erson 
investing his money in landed property has to pay 50 i)er cent, of his 
gross income. It will also from the Administration RejK)rt foi 

the year 1920-21 that the total revenue of the Corjioration was Rs. 150 
lakhs, out of which the landlords contributed Rs. 99 lakhs. Then what 
about traders and merchants in CalcutUi? They have contributed 
about Rs. 15^ lakhs. 8o, it will appear that the landlords of Calcutta 
are o\erbiirdeMed vilh taxes. tHear,hcnr.> It will further apjxvir 
from the rejwrt of the Calcutta Building C'omraission, which was 
appointed by Government, and which was presided over by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Tevelyn, that in 1897 the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
expressed its opinion that taxation in this city wn.s at its maximum 
and that the Government might be called upon to contribute something 
towards the improvement in the sanitation of Calcutta. Then, Sir, it 
will also appear from that rei^rt that it is not only the residents of 
Calcutta who are interested in improving the sanitation of Calcutta, 
but it is the Government of Bengal — as Calcutta is tke capital of 
Bengal — and the Government of India which is equally interested in 
the matter. Therefore, 1 do not think that it is right and just that only 
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tlw citisens oi Calcutta should be called upon to contribute for the 
improvement of the sanitation of Calcutta. As I have already stated, 
in the year 1897 the Municipal valuation in the tom^n of Calcutta waa 
Bs. 204 lakhs and in (he year 1921 the Municipal valuation of C^ilcutta 
increased to 560 lakhs, althouj^h the consolidated rate is 90| per cent., 
but it will ap{)eiar that the taxation has increased by more than twice 
and a half. 

I a[)i>eal to you sjKH'ially on l>ehalf of the residents of the Muniktala, 
Cossi{>ore>(7hitpur, and (janlcn Bench municipalilies which are ^)ing to 
be amnlg^nmatcHl with Cah utta. The other day the Assessor to the Cor- 
portion stattnl that as s<K>n as tlies<t uuinicitmlities wert^ aniulgiimattH) 
with Calcutta he wouhl In* able to raise the valuation of these a<ld<Ml 
areas by 80 per cent. Therefon*. if the rate is also incn'ased to 2tl 
j>er cent,, as supjjested in the Bill, it will prove to he a source of 
^rreater har(Kliij» on the p(M»r jH‘ople rt'siding' in these thr(H‘ innniripali- 
ties, as the\ will Hnd it diflirnlt to IsMir this additional hurden. Then*- 
fore, I would su^f^est that some tax l>e levied on the ex|H>rt of* jute. 
[A voice: Why not. on rice!" j 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 am afniid we cannot into that (picstion. 
Arnulyu Bahu must confine himstdf to the amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: It will apismr that in the ('ontinent 
of EuroiM‘ 

Mr. GOODE: I submit that Arnulyu Bahu is a^uin out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already told Bahu Arnulyu Dhone Addy 
■that he caunot ^ irito tiie (piestion of imposiriff u Wx on jute. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am afraid that another rale I'M 
goiii)^ to bt* levied u|K>n (alcuttu by the Government — I mean the 
Police rate — for meeting the < har|^:es for the Police of (Calcutta. As we 
all know, a sug-^estion was made in this (Umncil and a commit t<%e 
was appointed to examine the question. J am very g^lail, hetwever, 
that the coramiltee were divided in their opinion. If, in addition to 
the municijial rate of 2^3 [H*r cent., an additional rale of 2 Jier cent, 
is levied for Police chur^re, it will cause a g’reat hardship on the ixjople 
of Calcutta. Now, Sir, there is already a duty of 2 |>er cent, on 
transfer of property in Calcutta levied at the instance of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. So it will app<*ar that the landlords of Calcutta 
are already overbun1ene<l with taxation. J, therefore, submit that the 
maximum rate should l>e twenty-one and not lwenty-thre<* as sug^estc^d 
in the Bill. 

Thu Hofl*blt Sir BURENDRA NATH BANiRdEA: I desire on 
behalf of Government to ofipose both these amendments. What the 
Bill propoeea to do is to keep the present maximum, hut it does not 
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follow that that being the maximum the Corporation is bound to mount 
up to it. 1 do not think in recent years or ever the percentage has been 
beyond 21 per cent. — I speak subject to correction — it is 19J per cent, 
at present. That being so, I do not know what grievance my hon’ble 
friend has in connection with this matter. I presume he suspects that 
if this power is given, it is sure to be exercised some day or other. 

In administration we follow the good old maxim “ sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.*’ My friend is not justified in taking a 
long forward view. Let him read amdent history in which he delights; 
h (5 i.s very fond of doing that, and he will find that the present rate 
has never been ex<eeded, and it is not likely that the maximum will 
be reached, unless there is a very serious strain on the resources of 
the Corporation, and this pi)wer should be given in view of the large 
commitments of the ('orporation, in view of the large sanitary works 
which they are pledged to undertake, and also of the requirements of 
the added area with regard to which we have ('ome to a decision in this 
('ouncil. Therefore, there need l)e no apprehension on the part of the 
landlords, of whom my friend is such an elo<[uent advocate, that this 
rate will l>e reached at once. We are giving the power; it is for the 
Corporation to (x>me up to the inaximuni, if they wish it. But they 
are not Iwund, and so long as you have aflvocates of the tyjv of Babu 
Amulya Dhone Addy in the (V)rfK)ration. we may be quite sure that 
everything that can be said against increase of taxation which will fall 
Ujion the landlords, will be urged. It is a maximum which has been 
there in the Statute Bo<»k for a number of years and nee<l not be inter- 
fered with, I oiqxise the amendments. 

The following motion standing in the name of Balm Hi.shindra Nath 
^ Sarkur wa.s, in the absence of th(» nitmiber, deemed to be withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 128, lines 1 and 2, for the word ‘ twenty-three,’ the 
words ‘ nineteen and half ’ bt* substituted. 

At this stage the C^mncil was adjournwl for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 beg to supixiH the amendment of 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. 1 support it not on the grounds put forward 
by him that it will he a hardship u|K>n that much-maligned class, the 
landlords of (\ilcuttn, but ujHm a different gn)und altogether. I do not 
want that the taxc,s should lie rai.sed to more than 21 |)er cent, in the 
inteix'sts of the bona fi<h resideuts of (’alcutta who own houses in 
Calcutta and who li%'e in their own houses. It is a w’ell-known fact that 
during the war, houses and lands have change<l hands and s{)eculator8 
who made money during the war have jiurchased lands and houses at 
a very high prici^— fabulous price, I may say — and those who have the 
misfortune of living in and who own lands alongside the land purchased 
by theee speculators, see that their own lands axe valued according 
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to the prices paid by thejte 8|ieculators. So that it i« a very great hard- 
ship for people who have been living fn their own houses for genera- 
tions to pay u very high amount as taxes for those houM'S. In fact 
some of them say that they art* living in their own houses as tenants, 
because formerly the taxes which they had to jiay in resjiect of their 
own houses were much less, in fact almiit one-fourth or so. than they 
have to i»ay at the present moment, and it will bt» a misfortune if 23 
per cent, is levicnl u]X)n such owners. The Hon’ble the Minister 1ms 
said that though we have put down 23 |x*r cent, as the maximum, it 
will never Is* eTjforcfnl, but again he has stiid in the same hnnith that 
large commitments have Ihhmi made by the Calcutta ('orponition. If 
that l»e the fact. \ou rc(piire more money, and if you re(|uire moro money 
you will have to imi>o.s4‘ the maximum taxes which you can under the law. 
I think the |H)wer of the ('or|H>ration should. tl»erefore. curtailed. 
Of ('ourse T can very well see and I (|uite agrc(' that the |?ri^sent rate 
of HU jH*r c«*nt. cannot go on for any length of time, but* still 21 |ier I’eiit. 
is a very large ainonnt for iat4*p«ivers to jHiy. es|s‘rially tlu»se who live 
in their <»wn bonnes in Calcutta. Being myself a landlord— 1 do not wnint 
t(j advocate tlie canst* of the landlords, Init for those who live in their 
own houses, I think sonic provision should be made, 

Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur; 1 rise to oj)js>He all tb<*se 

ainendmeiils ] am not surpriMMl at the attitude of my friend, Biibu 
Aninl\a Dlmne Ad<l\. Kvei\ yeai at the time of the bmlget my friernl 
follies f«»i\\ard lit the CfU jKiration for the refbn titin of the |>erceiitnge 
of HU. Similarly here be takes the op|>orturii! v of trying to save us 
from a [Hfssilde increase to 23 |H*r cent, and wants to phrase us by an 
amendment for a reduction to 21 cent. But, Sir, 1 do not find any 
wisfbun in tin* course be has suggested. NoIkkIv knows more thorongbly 
than Babu Ainulya Dhorie Afbly that only during the last ye<ir the 
CorjHiration has launched into one of the most c.«stly schemes under- 
taken at a cost of 3 crores of rupees for the improvement of the Calcutta 
water-supply. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Not 3 crores of rupees, 2} crores. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; My friend says 2^ rmre»-— it 
makes no material differeiif'e. What I want to jioint out is that the 
Corporation has launched on some ex|)ensive schemes which cannot be 
avoided; they have also taken up the spread of primary education which 
will, within a short tune, cost them almut 10 lakhs of rupees a year. 
It has also undertaken the exfiansion of institutions for medical relief 
in the city of Calcutta. Few years ago, us I pdntcMl out l>efore, mater- 
nity wwk and child welfare wen* almost unknown in Calcutta. We 
are building a maternity borne in the north of the city and another will 
shortly be built in the south as well. All these moan money, and if 
you want money, the money can only come from taxation. Nobody who 
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ig a repregentatire of the people can at all be disaatished with any pro- 
ponal for the redaction of taxation. I, as a representative of a ward in 
.Calcutta, would certainly support any proposal which strives for the 
reduction of taxation, but my friend’s amendment is a different matter. 
I would point out that in Calcutta, taxation has been uniformly main- 
tained during the last 20 or 25 years at the rate of lOJ per cent., and 
this provision for a maximum of 23 per cent, has been in the Statute 
for the last 25 years. To suddenly change this would be most unwise 
and I would not disturb it. 

My friend has pointed out quite rightly that there was a danger of 
the police duty being thrown upon us. Those who advocate that the 
city must bear the police duty are searching for an opportunity, and that 
opportunity will be there if this amendment is carried, and the city will 
be burdened with police taxation to the extent of 2 per cent. I think 
my friend should withdraw his amendment. 

I want to point out that I do not agree with him in all that he has 
said about the landlords. I have some property in Calcutta. I may 
not be a mognificient landlord like my friend the Raja of (.’heila. 
(I4aughter) 

Mti PRESIDENTS Well, Kai Bahadur, you must try to avoid per- 
sonal allusions. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I was paying him a compli- 
ment, How C4in he deny that what we have inherited from our fathers 
and grandfathers has increased in value and that at the present moment 
we are immensely Injnefited by that ? Considering the increase in value 
of those pnoperties and the lienefit we derive from them, the taxes we pay 
are not so heavy as should he grudged. What was the price of the pro- 
perty purchased by our grandfathers? What was purchased by them 
for Rs. 500 is now worth nearly Rs. 10,000 or more. Does my friend say 
that during the last 30 years Calcutta property has not immensely 
increased in value? Taxation is not good; nobody likes it, but it. is 
essential and unavoidable. I do not for a moment suggest that we 
must have taxes increased to 23 f»er cent, but I find ample justifi- 
cation for fixing that as the maximum limit. Some of our friends 
made an attempt in the Select Committee to increase it to 25 per cent, 
but we all objecte<l to that. We must trj' to stick to 23 per cent, as 
the maximum to be laid dowm in the Bill. 

BNNi SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I did not think I would have 
to speak on this subject, but Ijeing Chairman of the Corporation I have 
got to say a few words. I can understand Babu Rishindra Nath 
Sarkar projwsing 19J per cent, instead of 23 per cent. Even if he 
had proposcnl something less than 19J per cent., I could have under- 
stood that; but Babu Amulya Dhone Addy’s propoeal of 21 per cent, 
ii inoonceivable. First of all, you wiU ^d that if we have got to 
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fire effect to, one-tenth of the proposals that my friend brings up 
every year for his own ward alone, that would require 75 lakhs of 
rupees absolutely 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: Question. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: No question, I can give you 
ffgnres. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite unnecesaar)-. 

Bldbu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: Thm^ an> Mr. Vayno^n obaor- 
Tations on record. 


Mfe PRESIDENT: You mH?d not pursue that; we have your di»- 
claimer, it is quite Bufficieot. 

BM)U 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: Now. Sir. under the pre.<ient 
Act we have got 23 |)er cent. ; the ('orjiorution wanted 23, the Selwt (Com- 
mittee accepted 23; with the purchasing jxiwer of the ni|>eo going down 
and costs going up, iw this 23 to cut down to 21 h In there any 
sense in that? It is ini|>oBsibIe, it cannot Ix' done. My friend has lieen 
26 years in (he Coriximtion and has brought forward an tunendiflent 
of this sort in this ('ouncil to plea.Hc others outside. 1 am inclined to 
think it is not meant for this Council hut to pleaix» others elsewhere. 
This is not practical politics; it cannot W done. Then, again, as regards 
municipal adrninistrfition. There is a rise in the ideas of ever>’body. 
The other day I went to insptx't a bustfe; an old man there said — 
^*/iurur^ I ye xarak cement karaya dt ;tye” (Sir, get this bwfffre road ash- 
phalted). Where is the money to come from? My friend himself 
puts in a numWr of motions for the irai^rovemcnt of the area round 
(3ietla. Where is the money to come from? We have very large coni- 
mitment.H, 2} crores for the improvement of the waU*r-su]»ply there is 
also the expenditure on the clearing of silt in the Hidyadhari river levicfl 
unjustly by Government on us. Then we have a huge drainage scheme 
to be completed; it cannot be completed in a day. With all these works 
before us and which we have taken up already, how can anybody ask 
UB to reduce the utmost limit? To the best of our ability all these 
years we have been able to manage with 19i per cent; we would not 
have consented to have a half per cent, rise this year. Then, again, 
we are going to have an elected Mayor and an elected executive officer 
of our own and a democratised Corporation with 90 members from the 
next year- It is possible the Corporation will require more money; it 
is absolutely necessary with all this before us that we will want money, 
and still you ask for redaction. Hit motion is nothing except simjdy 
to idease others outside the Council; he might go to them and say— 
“ Well, I asked for a reduction but could not get it.'* He knows rtaj 
well it cannot be done. 1 strongly <^)pose this. 
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The araenflment gtandinfir in the namen of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq and Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea was then put and lost. 

The amendment standing in the name of Babu Araulya Dhone Addy, 
was then put and lost. 


Clause 131. 

The followinif motion standing in the name of Mr. D. J. Cohen was, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

“ ITiat in clause 131(a), line 5, for the word ‘ assessment ’ the word 
* valuation * be substituted.*’ 

ITie following motions standing in the name of Dr. Pramathanath 
Banerjea were, in the absence of the member, deemed to he withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 131(a), last line, after the words ‘ such gross rent ’ 
the words ‘ and such further allowance as may cover loss due to the 
building remaining vacant for a i>eriod of two months during a year ’ 
l)e inserted.” 

V 3’hat in clause 131 (A), line ti, after the words ‘ reasonble amount ' 
the words ‘ not falling below 2 per rmt.' be inserted.” 

” That in clause 131(h), line 7, the words ‘ (if any) ’ b«* omitted.” 

BtbudATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 move that in clause 131(h), lines 
7 to 10, for the words ” to the estimated pres(‘nt value of the land valued 
with the building as fmrt of the same premises ” the following be 
substitute<l, namely: — 

” to the gross annual rent at which the land might reasonably be 
exis'ctwl to let from year to year.” 

Clause 131 of the Act provides for the Iwtsis of valuation of holdings 
in Calcutta, There are two methods laid down in this clause; one for 
lands and houses that are let, an<l the other for houses that are resided 
in by the owners. This system of valuing holdings on two different 
basis is new to Calcutta 

V 

BiBhi iURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Question. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BABU: It is not prevalent anywhere else, 
fto far as I know. In all other {daces in the world you value holdings for 
rating purposes on the letting value of the holdings. In Calcutta, so 
far as residential houses are concerned, it has l>een laid down that you 
should value the holdings on the estimated present value of the land 
added to the estimated present ci>st of construction of the building 
Ws depreciation. Even in Calcutta, this system was not formcilv in 
vogue. It was first introduced in the municipal law of Calcutta by the 
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Act of 1888. • There wa« a jrreat outcr>* ut that time; it waa pointetl 
out that it waa an entirely novel method of valuing boldinga, and un- 
usual anywhere in the world. But for some reason or other, the system 
found plai'e in the munici|ial law of ('ulrutta. It involves a great deal 
of hardship to persons who live in their ow'n houses. Even now there are ♦ 
a great many j»erHOUs in f uk»»<ta a*ho live in their own hous.M A house 
is Valued on the l^iisisof ihe estimated rent that U w exiwt ted (o realire, 
while the owner of the adjoining house, which is an exactly similar house, 
if he happens to reside in it, has his house valued on an entirely different 
basis, that is to say, on the market value of the land adde<l to the cost of 
the building. There is no reason why there should l»e such xnriation in 
the method of valuation. The value of residential holdings is providetl 
for in claust* KU, sub-clause (h). 1 want to sulwtitule for the words 

“ to the estimated present value of the land valued with the building 
as pert of the same premises *’ the words “ to the gross annual nmt 
at which the land might reasonably Ik* exjiected to let from year to 
year.” That is to say, in valuing the land you take the letting value, 
and that is the only projK^r basis on which the vivluc ought to calcu- 
lated. Owing to the ojHMations of tht* ('ah'utia Improvement Trust, 
land values in OaI< utta have flu<'tuattMl a great <leul and then* have licen 
abnormal increa.scs, but thew* in<‘rease.s have biK*n teiniM)rarv\ I'his 
seetioii is enabling tlie ('or|>orution to take advantage of these land 
values for the pur|K>se (»f incn'using nites. But the ('or|s)ration of 
Calcutta has not shown any justific'ation for tin* intnMluction of an 
extraordinary njle in the method <d valuation of i»rojii*rty. Then* is 
no reason why this nile a.s to valuing n*sidential holdings should U* 
continued in the present Bill. 


Rti FANINDRALAL DE Bihailur: 1 movothat in clause Idl </>). line 
8, for the words “j?rew*nt value of the land valued with the building as 
part of the same premises” the following bt* substituted, namely, — 

** gross annual rental value of the land determines! as indicattKl 
in clause (o)." 

Sir, L am asking for bare justii'e in this amendment. The assess- 
ment of vacant lands is mmle on their rental value; this jirinriple should 
be ajiplied in fhe present case also, otherwise the house pro|)rietor8, 
sjiecially the poorer class, will be put to great hardship and difficulties 
in these abnijrmal days. It is <|uiU* ixwsible that a |Mec© of empty land 
adjacent to the house of a middle-class gentleman, making anyhow two 
ends meet, is fmught at a fabulou«i price by one of the new-rich of ilie 
city. In the next asses.sment, the Coqioration will certainly calculate 
the present value of the land belonging to the gentleman on the baaia 
of the price i>eid by the rich for the adjacent plot and fix the tax on the 
hoase at such a figure, as may be, impossible for him to pay, and so he 
oleart out after disposing of the property— surely not a happy pieture. 
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1 move, thereioie, ihftt in delennining the annual rental value ol a 
reeidoutial buiidiiigj the groan annual rental value of the land on which 
the building stands be considered along with the cost of erecting the 
building. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I think my friends, Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu and llai Fanindralal De Bahadur, are labouring 
under a misapprehension, and that is the reason why I must oppose them. 
In Calcutta there are two methods of assessment; one is on rent as re- 
gards rented houses, and the other as regards residential houses on the 
Imsis crt' the value of the land plus the c-ost of the building less deprecia- 
tion. These are the two methods. My friend’s idea is that even in 
residential houses, the land should be assessed on the rental basis. 
This sy^^tem has been working for 45 years and has given entire satis- 
faction. My friend says that it is new to Calcutta; one must be a veri- 
table Methuselah if he can count a thing existing for 45 years as new. 
One difiiculty not appreciated by my friend is that if there is a buihl- 
ing on a land, how can you value the land covered by the building accord- 
ing to its letting value. Tl is imiKwsible. You cannot do it. It has no 
letting value. That is an answer to llai Bahadur Fanindralal De’s 
argument. 

In the case of vacant land, you can do that. But on land which is 
covered by a building you cannot very well assess the nmtal value of the 
land only. That i.s an imjxrssible jKrsition. There are two basis of 
assessment which have|Wn in for(‘e for the last 45 years, and I do not 
see any reason for changing it. My friend, Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 
is always very rtnvsonable, and if he fimls my explanation accej>table, I 
hope he wdll witlidruw his amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY* I beg to oppose tho amendment of 
Babu Jatindra Babu Basu. He appears to give relief to owners of resi- 
dential houses ; he has put forward the ground that the market value 
of the land is very high. I may say that the market value of the land 
was very high during thejand Iwom, that is during the last land-specu- 
lation. The six'culatiou has since .subsided, and the market value has 
materially come down ; therefore, instead of givingj relief to the persons 
referred to, it will be a source of great hardship to them. 

Tl)©n in the case of residential houses there is a provision under 
which relief can be and is given by the Chairman of the (^cutta Cor- 
poration. I would draw attention to proviso (m) under which, in the 
case of a building valued under clause (h), i.e., a residential house, the 
annual rental value of which does not exceed Rs. 500, if any exceptional 
oircumstanoes exist, which render a valuation of 5 per cent, on the coat 
of erecting the building less depreciation, excessive, a lower percen- 
tage may be taken. A vary large number of apfdications for this relief 
aie granted by the Corporation, and ihmfore, if olauae (6) is amended 
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ftccording to the suggestion made by him, there will be no relief. I 
beg to submit that this proyision has been in force since 1888, and I beliete 
it has worked very satisfactorily. At the meeting of the Oor{)oration 
when this Bill was under conlsideration, a similar suggestion was made, 
and it was thoroughly disctfised, but that suggestion was not aocepttHl 
by the CoqK>ration. 

The amendment standing in the name of Bubu Jatiiulra Nath ftasu 
was tlien put and lost. 

The amendment standing in the name of Itai Fauindi*alal l)e Baha* 
dur was also put and lost. 

Rai FANINDRALAL DE BahldUf. I move that in clause l.*U(fiL 
lines 8 to 10, for the aonis ** land valued with the building as |»art 
of the same premises " the following Ik* substituted, namely, “ {mrtion 
of the land in excess of the oi>en spaces nMpiiml to lie kept under 
Sein'd ule XVI lieing valued at such lower percentagt* as the CoriKira- 
tion shall think projHT having n*gard to the area and the locality." 

Sir, there is no denial of the fact that more ojien s|iiu't's a house (tan 
<x)ntain, the better it is, not only for its own pur|iose, but also for the 
IcK’ality. The building regulations of the Corjioration (ro/c Sc-hiKlule 
XVI of this .\ct'l provide for minimum profsirtions, varvnig in different 
]iarts of the city. It should la* the aim of the (’or|K)ration to encourage 
and facilitate the habit of keejiiug as much sjiaoe ojien as jiossihlc. A 
step in this direction will W to make sulistantial allowant’es in tfie valu- 
ation and assessments of such sj»ces in excess of the minimum re«|uired 
and hence I move the amendment. 

Babu dATINORA NATH BA8U: 1 rise to support the amendment. 
In a tropical city like Calcutta, the (V>r|K)rBtion should in every way 
encourage the keeping of ojien s{»aces. If the owner of a {lurticular plot 
of land when building on it leaves vacant a large (juantity of land, 
some concession should In' granted to him. Thes<* spa(^ are a source of 
health to the neighbourho(xl. In many of thcjse house's which have 
large grounds or gardens, the people of the loc'olity congregate and the 
children have a place to frwdy move about. There arc very few houaea 
of the kind in Calcutta. 

We have also to take into (x>nsideration the fact that wo have added 
to Calcutta the suburban tracts which contain large grounds. It will 
be a great hardship oh the owners of houses in those localities, if they 
have got to pay taxes calculated on the value on every bit of land that 
is included in their holdings. Therefore, 1 trust some ooneession should 
be granted for leaving open a larger quantity of land wriihoui building 
upon it, than is required to be left open under the building Regulaiioos, 
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Rti Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT BalMMlyr: I would point out that if the 
proposal oi the Rai Bahadur ia accepted, it would practically ^v© conces- 
sion to the rich people. There is no denying the fact that only rich 
people can afford to leave more space in their houses than what is 
required by the Building Regulations. The ordinary Building Regula- 
tions enjoin one-third ol the spaces to be left open. In Chowringhee 
and other selected places, mostly inhabited by European citizens and 
the rich, they have two-third open spaces. Those who live in the 
northern [)orlioii of the town and those who come from the middle class 
can only enjoy one-third spaces. There may In* a house here and there 
like the Marble Palace, etc., where there is abundant (»pen space. 
But in cases of very big areas of open spaces some concession is often 
given to the owners of those properties. Esjiecially when the public 
is allowed to use the same as an oj^en space. I believe my friend, who 
is always anxious to help the fwor and middle class |x*ople, and not 
anxious to favour the rich and influential people, will find his way to 
withdraw the amendment. 

Bibu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Sir, I would point out that 
it is a piece of hoisdess legislation that is sought to l)e introduced. I 
(Minnot conceive what is to 1m* gained by it. Undei' Pabii latindrii 
Nath Basil’s f)TO|M)sal in one set of premises there would l>e different 
portions assessed under different principles — on© at 19J per cent., one at 
IH, one at 2, and j>erha|iis one at 0 |s'r cent. Anybo<ly having any prac- 
tical id(Mi of the work will not dream of ai’cepting such a jun|>o.sul. 

Then, again, some houses have vacant ix>rtions in front, say, of a 
few feet, some vacant ground at the luK'k or in the middle; and how 
are those diffeivnt vacant plots to Ik* asses-sed and how can the coni^- 
sion 1 h» given. You want to .save the rich [leople and the poor will have 
to pay for it ultimately. Money must Ik* found for the work of the 
Corporation and why should not the ric h pc*ople jiay for it as well as the 
|K)orf It is perfectly a one-sided proposal and I hojie my friend will 
withdraw it. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Bibu JATINDRA NATH BABU: I move that in clause 131, proviso 
(7), line 6, after the word “ Corporation ” the following be inserted 
namely : — 

or under any provision of law or any niles or by-laws of the Cor- 
poration for the erection of huts.” 

Proviso (7) to clause 131 provides for the valuations of bujifees. In 
a hustee various portions of the land have to be left vacant. For 
instance, if there is a scheme for the improvement of the vacant 

lands are to be provided for, bathing platforms, buHee roads, and to on. 
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Schedule XVI provides for regrulating the erection of huts in buit 0 u. 
Various regulations are laid down in that schedule which prevent people 
from taking full advantage of the land Which they have. What 1 propose 
is, that where the Cor[)oration by regulations requires the owner to set 
apart land for the general purposes of the htafre such as bustre roads» 
etc., or for the alignment line, he should not be made to |Niy rates for 
the land so left vacant. 

Mr, S« W. GOODE: I do not admit that there is any hardship on the 
owner; but my friend seems to forg<‘t that, even though the owner 
were relieved of the tax he, on his part, would not fail to realise the 
rent on his land, and it is but right, then*foie. that he should be riM|uired 
to jMiy the tax. There is nopuitieular reu-on wh\ the space left vacant 
for the hut alignment line which corresponds to the siile sjmee of a 
masonry building should be exempted from taxation. Therefore, 1 
would, however, like at this stage to suggest a small drafting change in 
the same clause. The clause at present says “ any hustrv road align- 
ment.” The Select Committee at the time was thinking of buster 
streets and their idea was to exempt the owner so far as bu»tee streets 
were coiuerned. I woulil, threfoiv, like to move that for the words 
“ in pursuance <»f any busier road alignment si heme of the Corpora- 
tion.” the following lie substitute*! ” for the puriKises of any buster 
street jiresi rilied in or under stamlard plan approved by the ('orporatipii 
under ('hapter XXII.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion was then put and agree*] to: — 

” Tfiat in pmviso (t) to sub-cluuse (/;) of clause I'll for the wonU 
‘ in pursuaiH-e of any rtaid nligninent sc heme of the C*)rp*irat ion 

the following Ik* substituted, namely, — 

* for the purimses of any busier str<*<»f prescrils**] in or under a stand- 
ard plan approved by the Corjsuation uniler ('hapter XXII.' ” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ ni(»ved that in clause I'll, proviso (f) 
line r.^, for the word ” ten ” the w*>rd ” fifteen ” l»e substituted. 

The Shah Sahib addressed the Council in Bengali in sup[>ort of his 
motion. 

Mm AMULYA DHONE ADDYt In valuing a rente*! masonry 
building we have to take into consideration the gross annual rent at 
which it can lie expe* ted to let from year to year, and we deduct there- 
from 10 per cent, for repairs. In the ease of huts also, Sir, we deduct 
10 per cent. But my object is to give relief the hut-owners by 
increasing the cost of repairs from 10 to 15 per cent, so that the valua- 
tion of a hut nmy be reduced to a certain extent. Sir, the definition 
of a hut has materially changed under the Bill. Under the existing 
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Act, even a corrugated iron-«hed is a hut, but under the Bill, as it 
stands, it is now regarded as a masonry building and, therefore, a 
small tiled hut or a golpatfia hut would be a hut under the definition 
of this Bill. Therefore, my object is to give partial relief to the 
owners of such structures. Then, Sir, the life of such a hut it less than 
that of a masonry building; and, therefore, the cost of repairs is much 
more than in the case of a masonry building. The cost of building 
materials has materially increased. The wages of labourers have also 
increased, and, therefore I would suggest to deduct from the gross rent 
15 per cent, instead of ID per cent, as it is at present. But in the case 
of masonry buildings I do not like to have this concession. I feel for 
the poorest of the poor, and therefore, I make the suggestion that the 
rate may be increased from 10 to 16 per cent, as the cost of repairs. 
This is the opinion of the Marwari Association and I make this sugges- 
tion so that relief may l>e granted specially to the hut-owners of the 
newly added areas. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I stmngly opi>osc this 
because it is a landlord's resolution. My friend, Mr. Addy, In'gan with 
a demand for 16 annas and now he has come down to 2 anna.s. He 
must have something. His piojwsal is not going to benefit anybody 
exc(‘pt the landlords. He will get his rate all right from his tenant 
and he would deprive the Corporation of his share of payment. His 
argument about the mst of construction and of repairs and of the rise 
in price of building matiMMuls has got no force whatever. He has only 
shown us one side of the shield, but he has not imMjtioijed how the 
rents have also coiTes|X)ndingly gone up. No doubt the cost of every- 
thing has gone up, but the rent has gone up to the extent of about 
Rs. dOO |H'r cent, or more. As this motion will only give relief to the 
landlords to the unjustifiable detriment of Cor])oratioD funds I strongly 
oppose it. 

BalHi AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I explain, Sir? All the 
rates are payable by hut-owners and not by tbe tenants. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not a personal explanation. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BAiUi I move that in clause 131, 
proviso (»i), line 3 after the word machinery," the following be 
inserted, namely, 

" or gas or electric fittings and installation.” 

Proviso fit) says in calculating the value of any laud or building 
under this section, the value of any machinery on such land or in suck 
building shall be excluded. 
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objoci it dour, bocauto tlie ixiacliiitory it liaUo ta mudi lurgor 
l^iveoiation tbe building; and maobinary it movoable. I wntti 
lA^^d altar tba word “ macbinery tba woi^ “ or gat or alocirto 
^^ngt and installation/* In valuing lands and buildings in Calculta, 
wliat ibe Corporation ordinarily does it to allow daprociation to tbi 
axtant of ona par cent, of tba value for ev«wy two yaart. In the cata 
of gat and electric fittings, the depreciation is nearly 26 par cant, a 
year, and you have also to incur a very large amount of expenditure 
for the upkeep. Therefore, if you indude gat and electric fittings 
at parts of a building, then you do an injustice to the owner and 
occupier of the building. It may undoubtedly be said that ibe gas 
and electric fittings add to the value of the houses. No doubt they do. 
But they mean at the same time not only a capital expenditure but 
also a large recurring expenditure for their upkeep. A building lasts 
the B|mce of five life-tiroes, while gas and electric fittings last three 
or four years. I, therefore, propose* that these also l)e .excluded in 
calculating the value of land and building. Otherwise it will fall very 
heavily on owners and occupiers. 

Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahttfurt I move that in clause 131. 
proviso (iO, line 3. after the word “ land the wt^rds *' including gas 
and electric fittings ’* he inserted. 

The considerations for which the machines have l>een excluded in 
calculating the value of land or building. re4]uire, justly sfn^aking. 
that gas and electric fittings should not he included in it. Sefmrate 
capital is to he laid out and recurring expenditures incurred for Ihest 
necessities. It is not fair, therefore, to tax these further and hence I 
move this* amendment. 

BliNi BURENDRA NATH MALLIKt I move that at the end of 

clause 131 proviso (lO, the words ** hut all fixtures including lifts and 
electric and other fittings which add to the convenience of the building 
shall be valued ** b# added. 

In moving my amendment I oppose the motions moved by my 
bon*ble the friends, Rahu Jatindra Nath Basu and Hai Fanitidralal I)e 
Bahadur. I might tell the memliers of this House that this is far from 
wbat^ it should he. From personal experience I can tell the House 
(Imt — speaking of a particular house — ^the bouse was shown to 
have been rented out at Rs. 750 and the rent was disirihuied as 
l^ows; — Rs. 300 for the house; Rs. 250 for the eleetric fittings, etc.. 

150 for the compound; and Rs. 50 for the caretaker, etc., hut the 
owner really gets from that house Rs. 1,300 and he shows Rs. 600 as 
ohargea for electric fittings, etc. This arrangement is of a very shady 
; dlMurao4er. And in order to guard against such amngaments which 
^ gottiag frequent, that 1 propoee this amendment. 
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Ai regijrdi the pomtndM by Balm HtMn NuA BAh ft 
deterree a very careful consideratiou. It ia the queetiim of depieeia* 
tion. These electric fittings haye a tendency to d^vreciate in yafaie yeiy ! 
quickly. But that is quite another question. This quesikm of 
depreciation must be left to the discretion bf the Executiye Officeii at 

tune of assessmmii. It is not a question of prinoiide which you caa 
insert in the Bill itself. You must leaye it to the discretion of thejl^ixecui- 
tiye Officer. He will surely make allowances for that. As a matter of 
fact eyery one has got to pay for these amenities in the shape of high 
rentSi and it is not right that the Corporation should be deprived of its 
share. But I dare say the Executive Officer will give you 20 per cent, 
in the oase of these fittings, while you will not be given more than one 
per cent, or even half for the new house for the first 6 yearn. 

Babu AMULYA DNOItE ADDY: I am sorry I have to oppom 
Mr. Mallik's amendment. We do not find this in the existing Act 

itfHl BURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I point out, Sir, that 
ihere was no electric light when the existing Act was passed? 

Eibtt AMULYA DHONE ADDYs This question was fully dis- 
cussed in the Select Committee and this suggestion was not ac^cepted 
by the majority. It was only at the last meeting that it was accepted 
on the suggestion of Mr. Mallik. Several public bodies like the British 
Indian Association, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and the 
Marwari Association have strongly objected to it on the special grf>und 
that these are not permanent fixtures. I, therefore, oppose it. 


Mr. 0. 4, OOHENi I also oppdie the amendment of Mr. Mallik and 
I do so for this reason, Mr. Mallik has observed that landlords show 
rents under separate charges — so much for the house, so much for the 
lands, etc., etc. But surely Mr. Mallik knows that the Deputy- 
Chairman or the Vice-Chairman who hears these cases take the gross 
rent and not separate rents into consideration and they allow a oertaiu 
percentage for recurring expenditure. The conveniences of the build* 
ingw should be taken into consideration. In a mansion you loquiro 
a lift—tbai is a recurring expenditure. Then you require a care- 
taker— that also is a recurring expenditure. Then you have gpt ^ 
light the passages, to engage sweepers for cleaning the compound— 
all these are taken into consideration and the Vice-Chairman has been 
allowing 30 to 40 jier cent, on all these items. If that system is gidug 
to continue, then I for one would have no objection, but I subioft that /: 
the inclusion of the words suggested by Mr. Mallik might jmt h 
dWiCeiit constmotion <m the cImso and for that reason 1 oppose Up 
imwndmeni. 




r ilr* w* wi uooOlf I wmid «iippot^ llr» Ifilllk’ff MMoSbatm 
Kmk It is amlj reasonabld that ftxturH suoli as skotrio li|ekt| 
le*« Hke other fixtures, such as dooia and windoirs^ aho^ be iriliM 
bd it is only lair that electric lilts, which eohaaoe the rent, abo^ 
ie rated* But I would ask Mr. Mallik whether he is prepared io 
poeept a alight addition to his amendment. I would like to add the 
horde : ** subject in the case of lilts to such deduction in the raluatioii 
ia the ExocutiTe Officer may think |Woper on account of the coat of 
mpaira to maintenance of, and attendance on, such Ulia/' 

Mhtt tURENDRA NATH MALLIK S I accept ft, Sir. 

Habu Tatindra Nath RasuS motion was put and lost. 

Hai Fanindralal T>e Bahadur's motion was put and lost. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik's motion was then put in the following 
“orm and agreed to:— 

“That at the end of clause 131, proviso (ti) the words ‘ bnt all 
Ixiurea including lifts and electric and other fittings which add to the 
onvenience of the building shall l>e valued subject in the case of a 
ift to such reduction from the valuation as the Executive Officer may 
hmk proper, on account of the cost of repairs to, maintenance of, and 
ittendance on, such lifts * be addwl.** 

RMhi dATINDRA NATH iASUt May I inquire Sir, whether the 
ddition applies to electric fittings alsoP 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No, it only refers to lifts. 

Mr. 0, J. COHEN: May I inquire, Sir, whether the effect of this 
lause would be to debar the Ccwporation from making allowanoea which 
bey do in other cases f 

Mr, i, W, GOODE: The Corporation make thoee allowances outside 
be Statute and we are making no change which would jurevent (hat 
raotioe. 

% 

Mr. 0. d. COHEN: 1 move that for clause 131, proviso (fit), the 
allowing be substituted, namely; — 

“ (f) in the case of a building valued under clause (a) and the 
annual value of which does not exceed two hundred rupees, or 

(ti) under clause (b) the valuation of which for asaessmefit pur* 
poses does noi exceed five hundred rupees, 

if any exoeptioiial ctreumstanoes exist which render the levy of the 
' lull consolidated rate in ease (t) or a valuation of five per 
cenL in tlie cost of eiwciing tJie buildtog less depreeiatiail 
hi case (w) exoesiave, a lower peroentage nay be taken/* 



IM cAiJCUffk wmmAL BttiL. fwt ; 

My ideft lor numng ihu amondmeni is iliai tbe daitsef as it stands 
in the Billi wili only give relief to those people who are merely reside&ts 
in thsir own houses. It will not give any reli^ to those people who rent 
out a poison of their houses. There may be poor men who would he 
glad to rent out half the portion of their houses and howevmnucdi the 
Chairman may be in sympathy with them, he would not be able to help 
them under the law. For these reasons I want to include buddings 
which are assessed as rented. Of course I am aware that a maximum 
must be fixed and so I would put the maximum annual value to Bs. 200. 

BMW dATINDRA NATH BABUt I move that in proviso (iii)— 

(7) in lines 1 and 2, for the words ** valued under clause (h) and 
the annual rental the words ** the annual be sttbstitu* 
ted; and 

(2) in lines 6 to 7, for the words ** a valuation of five per cent, on 
the cost of erecting the building less depreciation ** the 
words “ the valuation ** be substituted. 

The proviso to clause 131 deals with lower percentage. When a pow 
man cannot pay the full rate, the Corporation, at its discretion, gives 
him some relief. The clause, however, refers only to dwelling bouses. 

If you make the valuation under sub-clause (h) you do not take the 
rental value at all. Therefore, I want to have these words substituted.. 

The amendment refers to the rating at five per cent. It may happen 
that il a i>oor person lets out one room in his house, the house may be 
valued not on a residential but on a rental basis. You preclude him 
under this clause from taking advantage of the lower percentage pro- 
vision. My amendment is to provide for cases of this nature, 

Mr, PRBSIDENTs There is a difficulty about your amendment. It 
is ungrammatical. If you remove the words ** valued under olauae 
(5), etc., etc., ’'it makes no meaning. 

•All JATINDRA NATH BAtOl I meant ** valued under sub* 
clause (6). 1, however, do not press my amendment, but 1 support 
Mr. Mallik’s amendment which seeks to attain the same object. 

Tbe following amendment which stood in the name of Bai Bahadur 
Fanindralal Do was, by leave of the Council withdrawn : — 

** That in clause 131, proviso (tn), line 2, before the words 
* clause (b) ’ the words * clause (a) or * be inserted.*’ 

BMNi tURIN^RA NATH MALLIKl I move that in dauie 131, 
lifoviso (tit), lines 2 and 3, the wtxtdm** and the annual rental value 
which dm not exceed five hundred rupees be omitted. 



I Hie menlioiied by Mr. Gdieii ii % ml one end tlw ^ 

'l^n ieeU groat difficulty aoiiietuBea in making ccmooiatm. A ]ieeie | 
pay |M»rfaap« be owned by a poor widow who let# out a portion and wfWl 
Ike rani derived from it she manages her household expenditure. But 
you cannot help her under the pteeeni Act unleae of course tbe CkairmaiP 
Under the powers conferred upon him by section 168 chooses to grant 
her relief without assigning any reas<ui. Under clause (6), whidh 
gorems the case of residential houses the question of the annual rental 
Talue does not arise at all. I think Mr. Goode will make an amend- 
ment correcting the mistake in the Bill in this connection. I think, too, 
that clause (o) of aection 131 should deal with rented houses and 
clause ib) with residential houses. 1 have made this clear in my 
motion No. 265 which runs as follows : — 

That St the end of clsute 131 the fottowing protiso be added^ namely, '*(f) 
in tlie case of a bnildina valued under clause (a), ilte aaaual rental value of wbloh 
does not exceed live hundred rupees, the Executive Officer mar, if eaoeptioaal 
circumstances exist, reduce the amount of the ouarterljr rate bill payable either 
by the owner or the occupier as the Executive Officer may think fit.** 

You a^ill notice, Sir, that there is no question of altering the assess* 
ment in my suggestion. 1 say that the Exec-utive Officer may, under 
exceptional circumstances, reduce the amount of the quarterly rate hill. 
This will be a concession to the deserving poor who rent a portion of 
the house in which they live, such a concession being easy to withdraw 
at any time for sufficient reason. 

Mr, i. W, GOODE: Sir, I oppose all tbe amendments as I consider 
them to be exceedingly dangerous. The system of lower fiercentage has 
a long; history as Mr. Mallik knows. It was intended originally to meet 
the case of the poor bkoflralayi who had come down in the world and 
were tied down to family mansion or to large housed which they could 
not afford to maintain, while the taxes and rates were beyond tkeir re- 
sources. The Corporation looks on such cases with a sympaUietic eye 
ind alloars the owners lower peri'entage. Bui that does not surely apply 
to the case of the occupant of a rented house. He esm go to live in some 
>tker quarters where rents are compatible with his means/ He is noi 
weighted down witk a residence which he can no longer maintain and 
there is absolutely no reason why tbe Corporation should be a ekaritabb 
l|Stitation for giving help to persons of that kind. If be it too poor to 
live, if ke cannot maintain kimself, tkere are other initituttoiii to look 
iHer kirn. I suggest tkat where ke hae the wide mty to okooee from to 
tnd a rseidence which b not beyond kis means, it b not a case for coming 
to Ike Cotporaiion and asking it to remit any portion of tb legittmale 
lues. Obviously tbe proposab of Mr. Basn a^ Mr. Ooken will produea 
ibeurdities. Tkeir sugg^on is that the tenant of a house should be . 
lOfbred lower p e r ce n t a ge Uke the declared houee-owner romding in Ido 
fwu pranbes. It wouM be qmte impeMdhle to do eo. Ton may horo 

Mr' M 





a poor tenant going away to-morrow but tim aweooinenrooatiiii^-fiiifj^ 
iin yearii and tome one else would enjoy the low^ p^oentoge wbkb Wilf 
allowed to meet the circumstances of his inedeceesor. OVmu% 
pr<^posals are ijuite unsound. MoreoTer they make no provision for diinid^ ? 
ing the relief between co-tenants of whom one may be rich a^d one 
W poor, Mr. Mallik’s suggestion about quarterly remission will niet^' 
apply in all cases. I maintain that lower percentage was never intended^ 
to meet cases of tenants occupying rented premises but only ihoeg 
oases where persons once rich) find themselves in the difficult positioin. 

I have explained. I would, however, suggest that the obvious draft- 
ing error in sub-clause (tit) should be rectified. The words rental 
value ** have no meaning under the municipal law. The proper phrase 
is “ the annual value.** With your permission, Sir, I move that in 
clause 131, proviso (tti), for the words “ and the annual rental value ** 
iubttitute ** the annual value," 

Babu AMULYA DHONE AODY* I am sorry that this suggestion 
comes from the hon*ble Mr. Goode. I strongly support the two amend- 
ments of Mr. Mallik. Last year I hap|)ened to be the President of 
the Review Committee of the Cor|>oration and tbe members of that Com- 
mittee suggested that the municipal law should be amended' so as to 
give the power to the Corporation to grant relief not only in the case of 
residential houses but also in the rase of rented houses. That suggestion 
WM accepted by the Corjwration and I understand that in accordance 
with that suggestion Mr. Mallik, the worthy Chairman has moved this 
amendment, Sir, under the existing Act, there is no restriction what- 
ever in the case of reeidential houses. Whatever the valuation of the 
house may l)e, if the owner of the hou.se becomes very i)oor and is unable 
to pay the rates, he may apply to the Chairman for granting him ju 
lower percentage. But in the case of a rented house at present there 
is no remission. I admit that in the cos© of a rented house unless 
there are special reasons to the contrar>' it is not desiralde to grant 
that remission. But I know of cases where a poor widow depends oil 
the rente she realises by letting out of the major portion of her house anZ 
under the law, if the major portion of the house is rented^ iha 
house is regarded* as a rented house. Although iechnicaUy it is a 
rented house, it must be remembered that her livelihood de^adb oai 
die renU she receives. I think these cases deserve consideraUon at ih* 
bands of the Corporation. Sir, it has been said that the valuation wo^ 
last for six years and there may be changes within that period in W ( 
tenancy of the house, but I b^ to draw the hon*ble Mr. Qoode^n 
itiention to proviso (it?) under which, if a building has been valued al^ 
i lower percentage it may be revalued at any time if the 
droumstanoeii oe|M to exist. So, if thm is a dbange in tbZbSSl 
even if it be wfiiin two or three mouths, the Exeontive Ofionr^Sl 
f i n ise is it if be bas reaeons to believe Ib^ special eiiroaiiiteneei 
eenaed to eadet 





BiIki jAtindm Kulk B*8ii’« motioii w»i put toA but. 

I 'Bm Fanindra Lai Be Bahadur's motion was, by leave 
|$(Miikoll» withdrawn. ; 

^ Babn Surendra Nath Mallik's motion was then and lost 0ft n 
pvinon which was taken in the (Chamber, the voting being 8 Ibr and 1# 
tgainsi, ^ . 

^ The motitm standing in the name of Mr. 8. W. Qoode was then put 
md agreed to. 

The following amendment was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn 

Mr. Oa d« COHEN I " That in clause 131, proviso (tv), last line, after 
he word ' have * the words * in the opinion of the Corpora^on ' bs 
nserted." 

The* following amendment was then declared to have fallen 
farough:-^ 

iibu iURENORA NATH MALLIKs ' That at the end of clause 

31, the following proviso W added, namely: — 

* (r) in the catic of a building valued under clause (o), Uie annual 
rental value of which does not exceed five hundred ru)M»ei, 
the Executive Officer may, if exceptional clrc'umstances exist, 
reduce the amount of the quarterly rata bill payable either 
by the owner or the occupier as the Executive Ofiicer may 
think fit.' " 


The following amendment w as, in the absence of the member, deemed 
» be withdraw u : — • 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANiRdiAt Iltat at the end of clause 

31, the following proviso be added, namely; 

* * (v) if tbe owner of a building bas left more than two-tbirds spans 

open, a lowsr percentage may be taken.' " 

Mr. i. W« COOOEl I move on behaU of the Hon'ble Sir Burondift 
lath Banerjea that in clause I32t lines 6 and 7, lor the words '^es 
iAiied in clause if) of section 2 of " the words ** lor the purposes 

• substituted. 

Tbe motion was put and agreed to. 

w 

CUVBM 135. 

lidlowiiig amendments wsm, in the ahescioe of the memberf^ 
mieed to be withdrawn 

PRAilATflAllATH ■ANIItMAl *^nmt d^m 185 (d) (c) 
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Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: That in clause I35(^)'(c), line 6, lor 
flic wcnls, ‘ such huildinj]^ to he re-valued ’ the words ‘ such addition, 
alteration or iiiijiro\eiiieiit to he valued and a revaluation of the premises 
made on the bases of its previous valuation and the valuation of the 
Aildition alteration or imjirovement made as aforesaid added thereto 
substituted.'’ 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW and Dr. RRAMATHANATH 
BANERilEA: “ That in clause l.Hb, U) (e), line 5, the words ‘ frdm 
any cause ]>roved to the satisfaction of the Exe(*utive Officer to have 
been beyond the control of the (iwner or occ upier thereof ’ be omitted.' 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW; “ That in clau.se m(4) (/), lines 
7 and 8 for the words ‘ cause a new valuation of such buildinpr to be 
made ' the words ‘ cause a valuation to be fixed on that Imsis ’ be 
substituted.” 

Mr, 8. W. COODE: I move, on Induilf of the Hon’ble Sir, Surendra 
Natli llaiieijea, that in clause Ido (/) (;), lines 5 and b, for the w’ords 
” us defined in clause (/) of section 2 of ’’ the words “ for the ])urpo.ses 
of ” be sul>Nti tilted. 

I'he motion was juit and aj^reed to. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move that at the end of clause 
135, (4), the lollowin^( be added, namely: — 

“ f). The Executive Officer may separate the valuation of any 
building? used for letting- purposes by iikuus, blocks, fiats or 
fl(H»rs, if such nKims, bhx'ks, flats or floors an* separately 
let." 

Sir, it very often happens that in a bi|j mansion some fiats are let 
out and some remain vacant. If the Corporation has not the jiower to 
value them separately, then it mi^ht happen that the taxes which are 
levied mi^rht l>e in exiess of the rents realized. Hut if they are .sepa- 
ratc'ly valued, then the (►wner will have an oiiportunity of asking* for 
a remission in cases of those flats that art* vacant. Cnless the ('oi‘jx>ra- 
tion has the i>ower to do this, it would cause a very g^reut hardship to the 
owners, and my amendment seeks to j^ive that {>ower to the Coqioratioii. 

BM>U SURENDRA NATH MALLIK; Sir, I beg tooptxise the^end* 
ment. It is absolutely impnicti cable. Suppo.se there are 250 house* 
in one chawl, ami if the (Wporation have got .separately to t^alne all 
these, it means an impossihle task. And then, how is one to know 
that these rooms are not tenant«Ml? The owners themselves may occupy 
them and pt^y fM> taxes; and unless the CVirjKiration has a staff to watch 
them from morning till night, it will never know whether the rooms are 
tenanted or not. *No doubt landlords will be a bit inconvenieiiced hy 
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it, but there is no reason why they should deprive the Corporation of 
their just dues. And then, whi^t nUmt the water e<mruH'tion? If I 
give a sei)arate nuinW to ea<h nmin then I nin Ixnind to give the^n 
separate water connw lion. So it seems that tl»e whole thing is iinprac-^ 
ticable. There is also the difficulty of calculating rates and taiflps. 
It would mean a huge staff. It is ahwdulely an impracticable pro- 
imsition also from the point of view of the coll<M'tion of the rates. 


Bibu AMULYA DHONE AODY: Sir, 1 l>eg to support the amend- 
ment. I would draw attention to the wonl “ ma\.” If the Executive 
(Officer is of (»juniofi it would In* impract uable to do so then he may 
reject the uppluatuui. That is wh\ I supjHirt this aiuendmeut. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. {Vdien. you have got a similar amendment 
(.Xo. 286). Will you now move it? 


Mr. 0. J. COHEN: I move that in clause l.'t8, line I, after the 
words “ The Executive tMlicer ” the following he addtnl, namely: 

shall value for the purjK).*H* of assessment us u separate unit, if 
the owner so desirc'S, every tiut. or suiit' of nsuns which is, 
in his opinion, sclf-eontaimal and therefore eapahle of 
separate enjovment ami 

My* amendment refers to Hats and nsims m the inunsions, where 
every Hut is in every way a Mdf-i'ontained unit except ot ronise the 
staircase which is (‘oinmon. Xothing else, Sir, is eoiumon. A parti- 
cular .suite in a mansion has got nothing to do with tlu* rest of the 
house and the difficulties mentioned hy Mr. Mullik cannot |possibiy 
‘arise in this ease, Immuiisc, as J have said, in all these mansions Uie 
suites are wi made that it is ii<»t p<»ssihle fi>r a Ward Surveyor to make 
« mistake. Ordinarily the AsHessmeiit Department place two nein of 
numbers for these mansions one set in front of the house and one net 
number to each suite. That obviates any possible diffiiuliy that may 
arise. Sir, in all these cose* you have not even to give »w*punite water 
connection. You have only one water connection as it js not |>OMHiblo 
for the Corporation to give water connei tioii to a high building. The 
owner, therefore, baa got to put uj> pumps. On this score also there is 
no possibility of any difficulty arising. I submit it is not fair to the 
owner that he should be called uimiii to pay taxes for the whole house 
when perhaps half the numlier of suites are vacant. My amendment, if 
nc*cepted, will bel[i tie owner and not deprive the Corporation of iti 
jtttt duM. 
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Babu 8URBNDRA NATH MALLIK: Sir, it is for the Govemmevt 

to »ee whether they would accept this motion or not. I may point 
jlwil ihift motion is vvoibt*, because it begins with the word “ shall 
leaving no option to the Corporation. 

Tba Hofl’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Govemment 

will not accept the motion. 

Babu Jatindra Nath Buhu’h motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. 1). J. Cohen 'm motion wan then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till It r.M. on Friday, the 23rd 
February, 1923, at the Town Hall, (’alcutta. 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


ProoiMlingt of the Bengal Legislativo Couneif AteewBled under llio 
provisions of the Covernment of Indio Aot 

The (’ouiuil met in the (\>unril ('haml>er in the Town Hall, (’aloui.-, 
on Friday* the !?,3rd Fehruury, l!V2d. at 3 IMI, 


Present: 

The ITou’lile the l'n“<i(lent in the (’hair, the four Hon’hle Meiul>er» of 
the Exef'iitive ('onm il. the three llon’lde Minintei^. lunl 8-t nominated 
and elected niemlH^rs. 


Oidh. 

The followin^^ inenjlnM made an t»a(h of his ullef^Muma^ to the Fr(»wn.*- 
Mil J. V. I*im i.ir 


Starred Questione 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Secondary schools with oomnwroial olataot. 

•• 

*LXVII. Rai LALir MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (.,) \Vii. 
the Ihnrhle the in chuij^e of the iVjmrtment of Education Ix) 

phne^ed to stati’ — 

, what is the mimlnT of HtManniaiy srhmdN nhiili have oixined 

Fommerciul ( huwes; 

(it) what are the subjeits taiix’ht in them; ami 

(til) what are the qualifications of the teacherw temdiirig thoao 
subjecU Y 

(h) Are the (toverrimeut conHidering the desirability of helping 
thoae »e(;ondary hc1uk>1h with any further granta? 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Non*lllo Mr. P. C. MitUr): («) (i) Two secondary scIkmiIh in the (’hitW- 
goiig and one in the Dacca division have ojiened Commercial claasei. 
The Mahanija of Cossi in bazar's Polytechnic liiMtilute, Baghltocar, aiao 
has Commercial classes, but the classes here are not strictly port of tho 
oohool but a separate institution with sejiaraie finances. 
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(u) Typewriting and telegraphy generally. 

(ill) The teacher in the Dacca divisian is reported to be well qualb 
fied. Of the two teachers in the Chittagong divisiocf, one passed the 
Telegraph examination from the Assam-Bengal Railway Telegraph 
Class, and the other completed a course of shorthand and typewriting. 

(b) No general pronouncement can be made; each case is considered 
on its own merits. 


Appointmftfit of a member of the Legislative Council as iMm-oflloial 
visitor of District Jail, BakarganJ. 

^LXVIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

With reference U) the reply given on the 12th February, 1923, to 
clauses (a) and (b) of my starred question No. LX, will the Hon’ble 
the Meml)er in charge of the l)e{>artment of Hevenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state the name of the memlx'r of this Council who has been aj>pointed 
as a non-official visitor of the llakarganj District Jail? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hofi’Me Mr. H. L. Stephenson): Rai Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta 
Bahadur. 


Unetarred Questions 

(tnswers to which were laid on the table). 

4nsanitary condition of Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar town. 

* 

401. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: {a) Has the attention 
of the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the l)t»partraent of Local Self- 
Government Ix'en drawn to the j)resent insanitiu'y condition of Chitta- 
gt»ng including (i>x’h Baxar, where cast's of malaria, typhoid, black 
water fever, umall-pox, cholera, and other diseases are prevalent during 
the whole year? 

(b) Are the Government considering the deftirability of taking 
steps to improve the Cox’s Bazar disiHMisary by providing wards for 
cholera, dysentery and phthisis? 

MINISTER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (tN Hon’bla Sir Surmira Naih Baiwr)oi)i (a) 

Siaietuenis showing the mortality figures of the district of Chittagong 
and of Cox’s Baxar town according to vorious diseases for the last ton 
years are laid on the Library table. 



im] 


QUESTIOirS. 


ie$ 

^(5) The Car's Barar dispensarv is maintained by the muni^j^ity 
and the district board. The (juestion of providing wards for chmera, 
dy»enter>’ and phthisis should, in the first instance, Im> considered 
the authorities responsible f<»r its maintenance. 


Searolty af drinfcing water in Bogra. 

402. SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: Wtll the Hon'hle the Mi 
ister in charjre of the Department of l*(M'al Selfdtovernment be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that there is a w'arcity of drinkinff water 
in Bo^rn at the present time; 

(iV) whether it is a fact that the river Karatoya, and the tanks, 
bils, khals and wells in that district are hf*inf? frradually 
dried up; 

(tVt) whether he is aware of the fjo’t that owinp to the scarcity of 
drinking satcr in the nllajres in Bo^ra district there has 
l>eeii det(‘ri<»n»ti(ui of public health; 

(n-) whether tlien* is aii\ srhcme for starting water*W(»rks in Bof^ra 
town; and 

(r) if so, how far has that scheme advanced? 


The Hon’ble Sir 8UREH0RA NATH BANERdEA ! ( » ) Yes, to some 

extent, this is the case. 

(ti) esi>ecially this year. 

(iii) There is no sjs'<'ific information on this point, Init the public 
health must always suffer if the wat<»r-supply is fnadcfjiiate. 

(ir) Y'es. 

(r) The (’hicf Kn^inecr, Public Health Di'fiartment, has sujfj?:estcd 
that an cxjrerimental bore hole should 1 m* sunk, and the scheme revis'd 
and baiM*d uikui a lM)re hole siippl>, if the lK>ritijf f)rf»ved to Im* u sui’cess. 
No funds, however, are available. 


Covr nme nt gywR to Caloutti UnivofoRy. 

4B8. SHAH 8YE0 EMDAOUL HAQ*. Will the Hon ble the Min. 
ister in charge of the Deywiiment of fMuration be pleased to state - 
(i) whether it is a fact that in the year 192M?2 out of a total 
exiJenditure of Rs. H,09,70'b4-6 in the Dejiartment of Arts 
and Science of the University of C'aicntta, the contributions 
by the Government amounted to Re. 68,135; 
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(ii) whethor the Arcounfant-General, Bengal, said 'in his rep<^* 
that the University funds have .l)eeu misapplied or misappro> 
priated; 

{Hi) if so, in what portions of the report did he say that; and 
(ir) if the answer to {ii) above is in the negative, why did the 
Hon’ble the Minister impose conditions to the grant of 
Rs. 2A lakhs made by the Bengal Legislative Council without 
any conditions? 

The Honfble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (O From the passed budget esti- 
mates of the Calcutta Uiiiversity for 1922-2?! it apj)ears that the total 
exi>enditure on the [H>st -graduate teaching in Arts and Science in the 
University during 1921-22 amounted to Rs. 5,87,967. The contribu- 
tions made by this (lov^rninent and tlu‘ (loveniment of India in that 
year towards the Scheme, including the University Science (College, 
were Rs. 68,000. 

(fi) to (ir) 7'he member is i-eh'ned to the re[>lie‘< given to clauses (v) 
to {is) of (j lies! ion No. XV- A- asked b\ him at the meeting of the 
Legislativi* (’(»uncil held on the 25th danuar\ last. 


Sanitary drainage of Pabna town. 

404. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the lion hie the Min- 
ister in charge of the Department of Local Sclf-tioverninent Ih^* jdeased 
to state whether he is aware - 

(i) that Pahna is an insanitary toAMi, and the public bcalth of the 

place is materially affected for want of projK'r drainage; 

(ii) that stagnation of dirty water in tin' drains has been the breed- 

ing-ground of mosfjuitr>e.s, and the raust* of the outbreak of 
malaria of r malignant tyiH*> and of contagious diseases in 
the town ; and 

(in) that the Pabna municipality is too |M>()r to undertake the drain- 
age scheme? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERiEA: (i) and (it) 
Pabna, in common with many other Bengal towns*, is in.sanitary and 
the jjoinilation suffers from the incidence of preventable disease. 

In the uWnce of an ade<|unte water-supply for flu.shing puqKws, the 
construction of pucca drains would lie of little value. 

Malaria-carrying inosfjuittM's do not hn^ed in filthy water and it in 
not the presence of foul and stagnant water which produces malaria at 
Pabna. 
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w The Direolor of Public Health is of opinion that a flood-flush drain* 
scheme, such as the Jangipur 8c*hcme, might Ih> suitable ft>r Pabua. 

(lit) Government have not recently examined the financial iH>sition 
of the Pabna municipality. 


Free medioil aul to Covarnmoni aarvanti. 

405. Khan Bahadur Maiilvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hnn’ble the Minister in charge of the Ih'iKirtimuii of Lmuil 
Self-Government lie pleased to state whether Government servants are 
entitled to get medii'al aid and medicine free!^ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister Ih' pleiused to lay on the table 
a statement M};owing the number of (tovern men# servants in the diffei'ent 
district headquarters and sulKlivisions tr>gether with the resjiective 
amounts granted in lieu ( ivil st^ires? 

(r) Do tile granls in lieu of civil stores iin»<*t the t'ost of medicine 
spent for the (loverninent servants h 

{(i) If not. are the Government <‘t»nsidering the desimhility of 
increasing the amount for the samdioned civil stores}^ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANER4EA: (a) The 

memlier is referred to the reply given on tlic 24th .lunuiirv, ti» 

clauses (a) (i) mid (n) of unstarred question No. !M (ml hy l>r. datin- 
dra Nath Moitra. 

A statement is laid on the Tdhrary table. 

(r) In some ra.ses the grant apjiears to l>e imwle(|UBti*. 

(d) No such prnjioHal is under the (v»Tisi<bM*}iti(»n (d (n»v«frnmcnt. 
The present grants are based on a long-stunding agnsunenf between 
Government and the dis|M*nsanes concerned. 


Totulia-Bripur khal. 

40B. Babu BHIBHMADEV DAB: (a) Is the Hon'hle the MininUT 
in charge of the Deiiurtment of Local Self-Government awart* — 

* (i) that the excavation of the Tetulia-Sripur lhal was umlerlakeri 
long ago by the Faridpur district Imard as an urgent work, 
but subsfMfuently abandoned by the lioard; 

(iV) that a petition was submitted to the Magistrate and Collector 
of the district l»y the inhabitants uf the adjoining villages 
for taking action under the AgrieiiUural and Sanitary 
ImprovemenU Act; 
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(m) tbat the Collector did not take any action on the ground thai 
there was a proposal l)efore the district board for excavav 
ing a drainage khal connecting the Sadar subdivision with 
Gopalganj ; and 

(tv) that the district board is not likely to undertake such a project 
in the near future? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking stepa 
for the excavation of the VHal as early as possible? 

The Hoffifble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA: (a) (i) to (ttV) 

The answer is in the affirmative. 

(a) (ir) and (h) The district board submitted a scheme to Govern- 
ment which was examined by the Irrigation Department. The views of 
Government were coininunicated to the district board in the Local Self- 
Government DefMirtrnent’s letters No. 2fJ2, date<l the 9th June* 1922, 
and No. lOP.H., dated the 5th January, 1923 (copies of which are 
laid on the Library table). The Irrigation Department have not the 
staff to undertake the imiuiry refernnl to in the letter dated the 6th 
January, 1!)23, <luring the current ytMir, but it is hopt‘d that the inquiry 
w'ill l>e taken up in April next. 


Union boordi in Daooo, 

407. R«i PYARI LAL 0088 Bahadur: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the IVpartment of Ivocal Self-Government be 
pleastMl to lay on the table a stat-ement showing — 

(t) the names <»f union I>onrd.s established in the district of Dacca 
in the years 1920, 1921. and 1922, re.s|iectively ; 

(it) the numlx'r of those union boards which have been established 
without the consent of the residents and ratepayers of the 
unions; 

(ni) the numl>er of those union Iward.s wherein there was election 
for members ; and 

(ir) the number of those boards wherein there has been constitu- 
tion of union boards by nomination? 

(h) WiTT the Hon’ble the Minister l>e pleased to state whether the 
union boards’ accounts are regularly checked by auditors? 

(c) If not, are the Government considering the desirability o# 
having the accounts regularly checked by GovemmeDi certified auditors f 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be {leased to state whether t he 
^ account# of the union tioanls are ehecke<l by Circle Officers? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister Ih» pleam^d to state whether the 

Circle Officers are certified and have the required qualifteatioiis to audit 
accounts under the Governinent re^fulations ? * 

{/) ^ill the Hon’hle the Minister he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that Circle Officers partake of the hospitality of the Presidents 
of unions ? 

(jjf) If so, are the (lovernnuMit considering the desirability of inquir- 
ing into this matter and of putting a stop to it y 

(^) Are the (tovernment considering the desirability of placing the 
union boards absolutely under the ct'ntrol and sn|a‘rvi.sjon of (he district 
board ? • 

(i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleastsi to slate - 

(f) duiw many Cit<b« Officers there are in the district of Ihu’ca; and 

(ii) how many unions and union lanirds are placed in t harge of each 

( ‘ircle ( fHicer ? 

The Hofi^ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (n) (t) The 

estahlishment of JJ-t iinnm fioaids in all lias Ihmoi sanctioned in the 
distric t of Diocii. viz , CfO in and !M in l!t‘J'v^ Of tlu'se. all hut 

Kt ha ve actiiallv Iteen constituted. Coi the names o) hoards sanctioned 
the meinhcr is refened to notification Nos. fjtt! to TJt>4‘l.,S.-0 dated 
the Tith ,.l annul \ and Nos, istiff to tST’J I. S.-O., dated tin* Hfih 
April, which wen* published in the ('nlruffd iinrettr* of the 7th 

January, 19211, and lOlh May, 1922, res|a*ctively. 

(ii) Nil, The local |M>ojJe were eoiiHulted in all t iisi^s. 

• (lii) \m 111 1920, and (>2 in 1922, 

(iv) 22. 

(h) No. In some union hoards, however, the aicounU are lieitig 
cheeked by a inemU'r ap|»oiiited by the union hoard, as providetl in the 
rules under the Village Self-Oovernment Act. 

(c) No. 

{(i) Yes, at least once a year in addition to ocrasional insfiection of 
Accounts. 

^ (e) Circle Officers are not certified auditors, but hsTiiig passed llu* 

dspartmenisl examination in accounts, they appear to he eorapetenl bi 
ibe union board accounts which are simple. 
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(/) Circle Officer# do not quarter themselTea on Preaidents uninvited,^ 
Hospitality is sometimes offered and accepted in circumataiioes in which 
it would be churlish lo refuse. Owing to the lack of inspection bunga* 
lows in this district Circle Officers sometimes put up with a President 
when invited to do so. 

iff) No. 

(k) No. 

(i) (t) 9 Circle Officers. 

(ii) 24 union boards and 15 unions on an average. 


Covammenl BiM. 

Th« daloutU Municipal Bill, 1921. 

The following amendmerds were, by leavo of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

Ci.ArsE i;i7A. 

Balm JATINORA NATH BA8U: That for < laus«> 1d7.\. the 
following 1)0 suhstituted, namely: — 

Assfifsrncut in rose of land or huildimj .tithdividrd iutii .^fparali' .dtan’it. 

‘ IdTA. If the ownership of any land or building l>e sulKlivided into 
two or more shares, whether such .suhdi vision l>e hy metes and 
Imunds or not, the Executive Oflirei may, on the application 
of any of the co-owners, divide the valuation of surh land 
or building in the following manner, namely: — 

(i) if the ownership on such subdivision consists of two or# 
more shares without separation by metes and l)ounds, 
the Executive Officer may value such shares separate- 
ly without assigning any separate number; 

{ii) if such subdivision is made into two or more parte by 
metes and bounds so that the separate parts are capa- 
ble of indej>endent enjovment, the Executive Officer 
shall apportion the valualion amongst the several 
parts and shall assign separate nurobers to ett<di 
parU.**' 

Rii FANINDRAtAt DB Btliatfur: '* That for clause 137A» the 
following W suhstituted, namely : — ^ 

‘137 A. If during the currency of any [wriod prescribed by sub- 
section (J) of section 135, any land or building is owned hf 
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8ep»nJ persoivi in iteparatn shmrea, the Et«otttiT» Offioor 
may on the application of any such persona apportion tha 
Tiluation among the several persons according to their res- 
pective shares ami may allow sejiaiate numbers to each such 
separated share : ^ 

Provided that such apportionment or separation of the numbers and 
assessment, as the case may l>e, •»haU remain in foire and the 
consolidated rate shall l>e levied accordingly until the expira- 
tion of the said period, and such apportionment oi separa- 
tion of num Iters shall lie for the purjMtse of this chapter only/^ 

Babtt 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: ** That in clause MTA. linofi 
6. 16, and 41. for the word * assesMuent * aherev^ it (hcutm the word 
* valuation ' Ih» substituted/' ’ 

RaJiRESHEC CASE LAW » I iimve that 

At the end of clause IdTA tlie folhiwing 1 m' iti**erted, namely: — 

“ Pro>idc<l lliat 1»\ sm h se|>arate ass<*ssnuMit tin' total 

menf for the entire pr«*mi.ses sliatl not Im» ifiereuM«»d.** 

At the end of clause IdTAtiii). the following he inserted, namely: — 

“ Provided that hy such sepurute usst'SHinent the total 
usM'ssinent for the entire premim's shall not be in- 
i’ reused.” 

In the proviso to clause PnA. line !, after the word pnivided ” the 
word ” also ” h« inserted. 

The object* of the amendments pro|Hised hy me is to reinf»ve any ambi- 
guity regarding the intcfuetation of the section uml to give effect to the 
intention <»f division tmly and not incre*ttse of aM.*«‘ssnient as exfiresse4l 
in the main idause of the stH tion. 

•riNi tURENORA NATH MALLIK: There is some m isapprohcin- 
sion in my friend’s mind which I must rtuimve. With regard t^i his 
first amendment — “ Provi<led that by such separate assietsmeni the 
total assessment for the entire jwtmiiwei shall not he increas^nl,” — I 
think this idea is aKsolutely vinworkable, Ijceause you will lw» pleasetl to 
notice that after sejiaration it might be that one jwrtion of the i>remi»e« 
is used as a dwelling house and the other jwirtion as a renUul housf». Ho 
there cannot be the same basis and it has got to he se|sirately assessed. 
Then as regards a piece of land. Yop have got one bigba of land the 
value of which might Ik? Rm, riO.CKK)- If it Is divided into four jmris, the 
average valuation will be Rs. lO.fKlO for each plot, and the total valua- 
tion wiU be Hs. 40,(KXh and it may also happen in some cam*# that the 
aaluatiao my become less after partition. Ho if this amendment is 
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accepted^ it will involve a good deal of loss, to the Corpotation 
in certain instances, to the ratejwyers themselves. If the Raja SaUh 
would consider the i^sition from that point of view, he*^will be in a 
position to find out that it is not possible to accept his amendment. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: Probably I have not made my mean- 
ing quite clear. What 1 mean is this: supposing there is a residential 
building and a |s)rtion of it is denioli.shed and re-erected, then the assess- 
ment of the re-erected -portion should be increased. Supposing that was 
assessment under Uie circiimslances stated by the Raja Sahib, but cer- 
tain conditions may arise, as Mr. Mallik sngested, when some increase 
in the assessment may be justified. 

SiORETARY To GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of LOCAL 
8ELF.C0VERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): I may point out that the 
present practicf' in (he Asse.Ksm(‘nt jbqfailinent is not to increase the 
assessnifuit under tli(‘ (‘iif uinslanf es slated hv Rnju Saliib, l>ul eertain 
conditions may arise, as Mr. Mallik suggested, wl»(‘ri some im'rease in 
the assessment may be justified. 

Bsbu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I rise to sup{N>rt tiie amend- 
ment of Uaju Ib‘sbee ('ase Law. Tin* afufuidment is intended to uphold 
an inijNU'taiit principle of assesstmoit which has Ixmui pn*valent in 
(^dcuttii and elsewhere. 1'he princijde is that the gtMieral valuation 
of lands made in ('alcutta <»r fdsewhere must b<‘ for a certain definite 
jjeriod — in ('alcuttu it has Ihxmi for .si\ ytmis. At tin* end of every six 
years a genej-al revision of assf*s.sment is made, and if during the inter- 
mediate jHMiod there is any (dmnge of ownership or use, that d(H‘8 not 
affect the valuation. Mr. Mallik sa\s that in the event of ownership 
being split up, a hou.se ma> be so divi*lefi that jxirt of it mav he used 
for resid(Mic(* and jNirt of it mav be let out. and in that way difficulty 
may arise. Hut when a hous«‘ whif’h is assessed at a general revision 
on a resiflential basis mav. after two years, }»(» lei out. The Corpora- 
ticui does not alter tlu' rate but continues the rate till the end of the six 
years’ jn^riod. If at the end of that time tbev find that the house is let 
out, tluMi it is assesHMl on a letting basis instead of a residential basis. 
Tlie other difiii ult\ anticipated }»v Mr. Mallik will not arise as there is 
ample provision in the Bill under which if thfTp is any change by erec- 
tion or re-erection the holding ('an h<> immediately revalued. The hard- 
ship which the Raja Sahib desires to provide against is this, that during 
the fx'riod when general revision remains in force the ror|K)rBtion should 
not have the jxiwer to incmisf^ the valuation again, so that there may 
not 1)0 an increase at the time of an intermediate valuation by reaaon 
of the ownership Iwuiig .split up. Tlie valuation should remain th© aawM 
and that is a wmnd principle which has always been accepted and if 
should be made clear in the Act. 
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^ Itii Or. HARIOHAN DUTT Baliitfiiri I would al«o like lo »ey 

ikat it would wot be desirable from the ratepayers’ jKiint of riew to 
allow that power to the chief exec‘utive othcer, uamelv\ to iucrease the 
valuaiioti of any buildinir during the six years* time. The present 
system of having u rtnision once for every nix years has its defects as*" 
a« its advantages, both cm the side of the ( 'or))oraiioii as well as 
on that of the ratejaiyers. This iimendnieiil is necessary to give redress 
to a party which finds it necessary to divide pri*uiises into diflferent 
parts and to have the assessment apiKUtioned amongst the »ii0feretnt tM>* 
sharers. Taking advantage of a {wrtiti^m, I do fu)t think the ('orjarra- 
lion will be justified in increasing the valuation. So, J cannot agree 
with my friend, Mr. Mallik. ami 1 have every sym|inthy witli the pi’o- 
{msal made by tlie llaja Sahib. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADOY: I Wg to supjiort the amendment 
hec*ause under the existing piactice tlie valuation cannot Ih^ inc’rt'used; 
and, therefore, the executive »»Hi<er slnmld mit Ih^ authorized to lake 
the oplKirtunity of a j*aitilion for the j»ur|s».He of incmising the valua- 
tion. It has luHMi Huid that a duelling hoiiHe may after jMcrtition lie 
used as a rented hoiive. That may 1 h^ the rase with all other premises. 

Of (‘ouiM*. if a iHirtiim of a building malt*riul)y iniprovful then, and 
then only, the Kxecutive ttfheer may 1 m» allowed to revise and incrauw^ 
the valuation, olheivvise not. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 say a umd by wav of 

[xwsonal explanation. Tin* rule 1 m that tin* ass<*ssment should not be 
disturlwal uithin six ,>eurs. Hut there is ex<-eption ev<*n if there is 
no jKirtilion. You put u]> some addiliomd structures and the ('orixira- 
tioii come down and sa^ —“laKik hen*, you have made this addition 
and that is liable to Iw as?*esse<l and you will have to jmv so muc’h.” 
That Interference with the rule is allouable only where there has Immui a 
^change* of circumstances. Siipfsising there is a house cK'ciipi‘Hl by two 
bi*ot hers — 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: Mnv f rise to a fKiiiit of order P 
In Babu Suremlni Nath Mallik entitled to make a second sfs'ech P 

Mr. RREBIOENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Well, of 
course, I do not know how much longtw 

Babu tURENDRA NATH MALLIK: These* things cannot be 
explained in a wonl. 

Mr. RREBIOENT: I think Jatindra Babu is quite right. If it is « 
long fpeech, I am afraid I cannot allow it. I think you had letter not 
•ay anytibdng further about the two brothers. 
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Bibii 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs 8u|iiK>«iiig tilers is one houi^ 
sn<2 it is divided into two ports and there is a new 40-foot road in fron?^ 
one portion. The valuation of that iiortion will be increased three times 
and the (^rporation although it will spend so much on the new road 
will get nothing. That is the position. 

The following motion was then put and a division taken with tbi 
following result: — 

That at the end of clause 137A (ii), the following be inserted, 
namely : — ^ 

‘ Provided that by su« h sejmrate assessment the total assessment for 
the entire premises shall not be increased.' " 


AYES. 


AMy, tftbu Amulya OhoiM. 

AInmS, Mr. M. 

AHmMl, Munthl J«far. 

ArhamudSlrif Maulvl Kliandaluir. 
■antrMSi Or. rram«th«rMtli. 
tatu, Isbe JaliiKlrm Nath. 
ahatUflharii, Sahu Ham 0han4rA< 
Ohaudhurl, Saba KttbaH Mahan. 
ChauilhHri, Mauivl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harandranath. 
Ohaudhury, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl 
Nahmatjafi. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. J. 

Dm, tabu Bhithmadav. 

Da, Ral Bahadur Fanindratal. 

Dutt, Hal Bahadur Dr. Harldhaa. 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Naa, Bhah dyad Emdadul. 


Karim, Mauhrl Failal. 
i Khan. Mauivi Hamid-ud^ln. 

I Law, Raja Raahaa Casa. 

I Moltra. Or. Jatindra Nath 
j MuMharjl. Prefaatar t. C. 

I MuKhooadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 
I Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

• Ray, Babu Surcndra Nath. 

I Ray, Kumar thib thakharaawar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. KrUhna Chandra. 

; RUhl, Babu Ratih Chandra. 

, Ray, Babu Jogrndra Krlthna. 

Ray, Babu Jo«endra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bijoyprotad Bingh. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lain Mahan Bingh. 
Balam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdea. 
Ban, Babu ManI UL 


NOES. 


Sanarjaa, tha Han'bla BIr Burandra Nath. 
Santtay, Or. C. A. 

0baudh4iri, iba Han'bla tha Nawab Batyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Obawdhury, Mauhrl Fallal Karim 
Oaara, MaJarCanarai B. N. 

Oagald, tha Han’bla Mr, d. 

Oanavan, Mr. 4. T. 

Imaraan, Mr. T. 

Faragut, Mr. K. a M. 

Farraatar, Mr. J. OamgbalL 
Qbaaa, Mr. D. C. 

Oaada, Mr. B. W. 

Ntmail, Mr. w. W. 

MuiilliiBfard, Mr. a T. 

Um ihramiiL 

NbBbrajaBMrala Ba bwiu r at Bardwaa, 

Dm Naii'bla Dm. 


i MaJllk, Babu Burandra NaDi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mittar, tha Nan'bla Mr. F. C. 
Mufcarjaa, Mr. 8. C. 

Mukharjaa, Babu NItya DBawa. 
FhHIg, Mr. 4, Y, 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Ugandra UU. 
RahHn, ttia Han’bla tir Abd<«r\ 
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur KabdaHMl 
Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. C. N. 

Ray, Raja ManiloD BhMM. 
B Mdh a m aw , tha NaiVhla Mr. N. L. 
Btuart-wiwama, Mr. B. c. 

Traaart. Mr. w. t. 


The Ay«4 lieing 36 and the Noes 31, the notion wm carried. 
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The foUovinit moticms were then put and agreed to^— 

** Thai at the eud of clauw 137A (tu). the following be inaeftedi 
namely : — 

‘ Provided that by aueh seiwirate aaMeatiment the total aaeatiament 
the entire premises «hal) not be in<irease<l/ ** 

** That in the proviijo to ehiuiie 137 A, line 1, after the word ‘ provid* 
ed * the word * also ’ W inserted.** 

M9hu dATINORA NATH BASU: I move that in clause 137B; line 2, 
the wonls “ having (‘e«.sed to l>p entirtdy inde|wndent or ca|iable of 
separate enjoyment *’ Im' omitted. 

The xwevious elauw*, whi<h we diHCUKwtd just now, provides for the 
apjjortioninent of ussi^Hinent in earn' thert» wua a division during the 
itttenuediate j^eriod; but thiij clause (13711) iwovides for the amalga* 
maiion of differiMit holdings into one ludding during the intermediate 
periixl. Ihere is tni use in having these words in the clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil I'uii inovi. rIho HJiuMidment No. 128.1. 

Babu JATiNDRA NATH BAtU: I move that in c liiuse 13711 — 

ij) in line 5, for the word uhsi'hm ” the word “ value *' be sub* 
stitutcMl ; and 

(2) in the pn^viso. lines I and (i, for the word ** assessment ** tbe 
word “ valuation Im* sulkstituhsl. 

This is merely a verbal amemlinent. Supjsise there ^re two houses 
side hy side which are inde{s*ndent and s<^|)urute and Inith l>4*long to the 
same ’owner or are purchastnl by one owner during the intermediate 
period, such owner may chi>ose to iximhine them. It will In? to the 
profit of the (’oriKiralion if be does so. 

Mr. i. W. GOODE: perlmfw it will save time if I say now that 
Ooveniment accept the former amendment. 

Rai FANINDRALAL DE BMuMiiir: 1 lM*g to supisirt the tatter 

amendtiieiit which also stainls in my name. 

The words in the clause are not approfniate. 'I he pnijierty should 
be value<l first and then assessfsi. 

Mr. i. W. GOODE: 1 think that the approjiriate won! is ** asseiMi* 
ment.*’ The word “ valuation '* has a t<H:hni(*al meaning in uitinictpai 
law and appears to e 4 >nnote the finished ri*suli of assessment ; whereaa 
the word “ asseiisment ** refers to the ojieratiofi of valuing. 1 have 
examined the English law on the subje<’l and have also discusse<l tbii 
point with tbe ls»gislative l>e|iartnient. We think that the clauie is 
properly drafted as it stands. 
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R«j FANINORALAL OE BaliaAir: I beg to witbdrav my amen^ 

ment. 

Babil ilATINORA NATH BABUs J beg ako to withdraw my amend, 
ment. 

The motion wan, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Babu Jatindra 
Nath BaHU to clau.se UlTB, line 2, was then put and agreed to. 

Ra|a RE8HEE CASE LAW: I move that at the end of clause 137B, 
the following proviso be added namely, — 

“ Provided also that the total uKHcssment on amalgamation shall 
not be greater than the Mum of the previous assessments of 
the several [jortions amalgamated.” 

The obje<‘t of this amendment is that on amalgamation of se}iarate 
inunicipn) premises the total of the existing annual values mu> not be 
increased on the plea of revaluation of the amalgJimated premises. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (ioveininent accept the anumdinent, hut would 
suggest that in jilace of the w<ud ” |M»rtions ” the word ” }»ieini.ses ” 
la* substituted. 

Rija RE8HEE CA8E LAW: T have no ohjection to the alteration. 

The motion, us amended, was tlien put and agreed to. 

CI..USK 13b. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: I move that m clause 139 (/), 
line 3, for the w<n<l ” foitmght,” the word “ mor.tli ” be substituted. 

Tins is a ver\ simple amendment. M\ oijjis t jn moving it un t<i 
give the owner or occupier of any premises which ha.s to be inspeettul 
for purjio.se.s (tf valuation .some little more tin»e in onler that it 
may suit him better. The owner or tneupier may Is* absent from 
town fur a few days or ma> be ill. If only a fortnight is allowed 
to him, he may not receive any iiotiee within the lime {ireserilieii. So, 

1 wish to extend the time from a fortnight to tiue month. 

Blbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: There is no necessity for it. 
Under the existing law', it is one week; and it has now bf»en extended 
to one fortnight. Tlie (V»rj>orutioii as also the Select rommittee 
acceptiMl it. If you go on extending the time further, the work will 
suffer. In the plare of one week, we have put in two weeks and 
that is quite enough. 

The motion was then pul and lost. 

0LAtI.S15 142. 

Mr. 0. 4 . OOHiN: I move that in clause 142 (2), line 1, for tka 
word “ fifteen ” the word ” thirty ” be substituted. 
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la this ca«e, I simply want a little more time to he giten to abiOatil 
owners who may not be in <he city. The clause runs thus:-— 

“ Such notice shall be dedliveiVd within fifteen days after the 
publit ation of the notice referred to in sectum 140, or altor 
receipt of the notice referrecl to in nection HI, if such notice 
is received after the puhlic^atiou of the notice referred to 
in section 140.” 


I a'aiit that fifteen should be* chauj;i:ed to thirty Inu'ause then* are many 
cas(\H ill wlii(‘h an owner may bc‘ uiiwcdl or may Ih» »l|Hent on some 
buMincHs. 'riiere is no possible objection to ullowiiijj him intirc time 
Imh’uuhc we know that between the date of receipt ot' the objection and 
the date of’ hearinir, a vcmt lon^ time lapse's, and under the cireum* 
stances tliere can he* ahsolutely nc» ohjet lion to (loveinmenl aeceptiug 
this amendment. 

Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 sup}N>rt Mt. (kdien’s 

amendment, in onr experience wi‘ liave sc*en gcual many iiislanees in 
which people eame to n^ and **0111 that their objection had bec'ii time- 
barred. In sueli case^. the (Miainiiuii can rein^titnte einjuiric^H tmd 
f(ivc‘ the parties n'dicss, but tliat in left to the* Hwc*el veil! of tlie (’liair- 
uian. Inslc*ad of that, what I am dis|M»si‘cl to think would be* iM'ttcT 
is to extend the time* of notice t<» one montb. if a man forgets or 
sic*eji** over the* matter Ic^r cuie full month, the niunieipal ccMumisHioiu'r 
or (‘ouTic'iilor xvho max be approaehed foi intei vent ton on his lM*hulf 
max turn round iind mix that he must take the* const‘i|in*io c*s for his 
neglegencc*. but I vc'ntnrc* to think that lo days ought not to Is* eon- 
sidercnl t[iiite sufficient. 

Mr. W. GOODE: rhe diftieultx is tlmt tlie f 'or]>orut ion is tic'd 
down to a rather elabcuate time-table in llo* matter of assessmc»iitH and 
the ( ’ortHiraticm is not in a position to c‘x!c*ncl (he* ]»erioc! iiob*tiniteJy. 
If it is done, dittieiilf ies will aiise, objections will not Ik* lic*uid in time 
and the raising of the rates will not lake effiM’t till a later cjuurter. 

T would suggest that if might ii»cH*t the w ishc*s of the iiiovei it we gave 
u direc lion to fl»e Kxe< utixe (tffic er v>itic*uhat on thew* lines betrrowing 
from the Ibija Saliih’s ainenclnient - I’rovided that llic' Kxecutive 
OfBfWr, may, if he* tldnks fit, extend the said (H^ncKl of fifteen days to a 
pericKl nc*t exceeding cme month. 

Raja RESHEEGABE LAW: I move (lint ut the end of clause H2 
the following lie inserted, — 

** JVovided tlmt wdien any objector shows suffieient cause for his 
delay in delivering the notice of objection it shall Is* received 
ttud dealt with ns if it were iweived in time.” 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: I think that the amendment who h I have just 
ailed for leave to move will meet the Raja Sahib's wishes. J think 
ilbai my amandnieiti ia better than hie. 
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' Raji RE8HEE 0A8E LAW: I agree. 

Babu iURENORA NATH MALLIKs I may point out to the Baja 

Sahib that after the i)erio(l of one month, clause 149 will come to the 
help of the man. Under it, the Chief Executive Officer will have the 
discretion to extend the period. I do not know of a single case in which 
the Chairman has nf)t accepte<l the explanation of the objector. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: 1 want to support the B^ja 
Sahib’s amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you oppose the form of words proposed by 
Ooveniment ? 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: I do not think that it goes 
far enough when we extend the time to one month only. 

The amendment standing in the name of Mr. 1). J. Cohen was then, 
hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The amendnuMit standing in the name of Kaja Reshee Case Law was 
also, hy leave td the (\)Uiicil, withdrawn. 

The following amendment of Mr. S. W. (foinle was then put and 
agrecnl to: — 

“ That at the end of clause 142 (2), the following j>roviso be 
inserted : — 

* Provided that the Ex 4 *cutive Officer may, if he thinks fit, extend 
the said |)eriod of fiftwii days to a jH^riod not exceeding one 
month.’ ” 


Clavse 143. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Bibu Surendra Nath Ray): In the 

absence of Rui Muheiidni Chandra Milra Bahadur; may 1 be allowed to 
move the iuiiendment which stands in his numef 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I move that in clause 143 (7), line 4, 
after the word “ objector ” the words ** or his agtmt " be inserted. 
The clause is to the hdlow'ing eflftH t : — 

“All such objections shall l»© entered in a register to he tuain- 
* tuined for the purpose; and, on receipt of any objectioii, 

notice shall la* given to the ohjecUrr of a time and plane 
at which his objwtion will be investigated.” 

Here 1 want to insert the Wf»rds “ or his airciit ” after the wfu*d 
“ ohjet^U)r.” 1 d<i md think that fhert* can le any objection to Ihk 
l»ecause the obje<’tor may not he present in the city. He ciiw always 
be allowed to Bpt>ear by an agent. 
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Mr* t« W* COODE: We would rather not accejti thia amendtuetki 
becauae in aemnir a notice one doea not know w’ho the owner’a aijfnt 
ia. We think that the notice ahould l>e aervetl on the ow^ner bimaeli, 
W© would accept Dr. Prauiatimnath Bancrjea’a amendment which aaya 
that the objector might appinir thitiugh the agent (Kub-tiec‘tion (2) 
elauae 140). That would proliahly nund the wiahea ttf the hou'bl© 
member. 

The motion then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANCRdEAs 1 move that in {?Iause 143 (^), 
line 3, after the word “ ohjevior,"* the words “ or his agent " l>o 
* inserted. 

Thin has already la'cn accepted by tloverniuent. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following aniendineiits stamling in the name of Habu Jatindra 
Xutli Basil were, by hnive of the Council, witlnlrawn 

“ That in clause 143 (i?), line 2, the w<»rds ‘ t»r a Deputy KxtHmiiv© 
Oflicer * lie omitlt*<l,’^ 

“ That if motion No. 21K) In* curned, in claus<» 145 (2), lines | and 2, 
the words ‘ or Deputy Kxecutive DHicer ’ Ik* omitted.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: 1 move that in clause 143(2). 
line 2, uf t<*r the words “ D<‘puty Kxerutive (Ifhcer ” the words ” and 
thrf*e Councillors ” U* inH<*rte<J. 

Ho sjioke in Iti^ngali in sup|Htit of the alnive amendment. 

Mr. S« W, COODE* NIight 1 suggest that the <>onsidcnit ion of thin 
amendiuent should lie deferred until we come to iliHciiss tl>c ajnciHlment 
Bo. 2113 which raises similar iMiintHp 

Mr, PRESIOENTl It has l>eoii moved and we tan let it stand 
poned. 


Ci.AC.SK 144. 

Baiiu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move that in chiusf« 144 (I)^ 
8ulM*lause (/), line 2, after the word appeal ” the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

** either to a Bench const itutecl for the purjsiee consisting of not 
lecMi than three ('ouiu’illors or Aldeniien eliM'te<l by the CsrrjHiration, or ** 
There is a printing mistake. The words ** who shall 1 m* elected ’* 
ihoold be inserted after the word ** Aldermen.** 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Do you want these words to lie added P 
DaiNi AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Y^ea, Sir, Cnder the exiiiiing 
Act, the aasessment is made by the (/hairmaii and if a person is di*» 
•fttisfied with that aaaesitment, he has a right to object to the Chaimuui 
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and if the party is dissatisfied with the decision of the Chairman, 
has a right of appeal to the Court of Small Causes. My suggestion is 
Hiis, that the party aggrieved should have a right of appeal either to 
the (Vurt of Small Causes or to a Bench of councillors and aldermen 
uho shall he elected by the (^jrjKirafion. Jt appears under ) sections 
113 and 114 of the Bengal Municipal Act, the person aggrieved ha« 
a right of appeal to a Bench of three munici})al commissioners elected 
by the Commissioners of that imrticular municipality. It further appears 
that even under the (’alciiita Municipal Act as well as in this Bill in the 
case of license fees, an aggrieved party has a right of appeal to a Bench 
consisting of the Executive Ctficer as well as thrcv (Vnincillors or Alder- 
men elected ])y the (’orjmration. What J beg to submit is that if the* 
I'ouncillors are allow'ed to huMir apjMmls in the case of license fees, why 
should not they he allow'ed to bear appeals in the case of fixing the 
valuation of lands and buildings of ('abuttal With refeience to 
license tees, I will draw your attention to Schedule V, j)age2o4, where 
it is said that any person dissatisfied with an order made under this 
sc hedule may a]ip<‘ul eith<*r to a Bench consisting of the Executive 
Officer or a Ih'puty Executive ()flif‘(‘r and not less than thiee councillors 
or Aldermen to he elected h\ the Corporation; or to a (’ourt of Small 
(!uuses having jurisdiction. My suggestitm is this that when a person 
has a right of appeal in the case of liiense fees not only to a ('ourt 
of Small (Causes hut also to a Bench consisting of councillors and 
aldermen elected by the (’orpoiution, in the case of assessment of lands 
and buildings (he person aggrieved .should have a right (d appeal not 
only to the Court of Small (’uuw*s Imt also to tin* H(*nch. Then it wrill 
appear (hat under the existing Act as w(*ll as uinler the Bill the coun- 
cillors have b(‘(‘n allowisl to award eomp(‘nsation in several cases, viz., in 
the ease of fixing the lamb value, in set-back ot buildings, etc.’ This 
duty has been entrusted to (he couneilbtrs under the Bill. If the Execu- 
tive Offn er refuses the erection oi u huibling, then the party aggrieved 
is entitled t4) get compensation and the amount of e(»mpensation is fixed 
by the councillors; (ben in the cant* of demolition of insanitary buildings, 
this has ((» be done by the eouncilb)r.s ; and again, whenever a person feels 
aggrieved by the deciHioii of (he Executive Officer, he has a right of 
apl>oul to the ('orfMiration. Under the existing Act, the power has 
Imui entrusted to thedeneral Ctuiimittee. So, it He<*nis (hat if the coun- 
cillors could 1 h' entrusted with such oiien^us duties, certainly they could 
be entrusted with the duty 1 have suggested. 1 find that in the Madras 
Municipal Act of 1i>20, the aggrieved jHWHun has a right of a{>i>eal to the 
tuminissi oners. Even in England under the Cor]x>iatinn Act of 18H2, the 
aggrieves] i>erson has a right of apj>eal to a Board. Then, 8ir, 
the British Indian Association has said that tlie Executive Officer should '* 
be aswHnntiHl with (wo rouncillor.s in the hearing of objectiiona. The 
Marwari Association and the Bengal National Uhumber of (^'Omiueree 
are alao of the tiame opinion. 
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A Mr. PRE 9 IDBNT: Th^iv 18 nothing in the funendmeat aboiit tito 
Executive Officer being asstK'iated with anylK«ly. Yonr amendment i» 
about a Be^ch (*oni}H)8ed of thiw councillors and aldermen. The 
Executive Officer does not come on in that fixture at all. 

Bibu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: Quite so. but mv suggestion will^ 
appear to you <f> l»e more n*asf»nable than the suggtvstion which ha# 
been made by the British Indian Assot'iation. What I Wg to submit 
ia that I do not want to interfere with the rights of the Kxecutive 
Officer. T^»t him hecr the object ions of the parties aggrieved, but if 
a person is not satisfied with the decision of the Kxecutive Officer then 
he should he alit>we<l to submit an appeal to a H<*nch j»f (’oiincillors. 
That is my tnnt(M»tion. Kven the Indian Association have stated that 
there should Ik* a diffcient Board allogiM her consisting of ft)ur itidejaui- 
dent geutleim II who may Ik» allowed to hear ajipcaU aguinsf the decision 
of the Kxecnti\e ttfruer. So, it appears that all the public IsKlies of 
('alcutta hn\e c\prc«^c»l this opinitm that tlicre should be a Ibmi'fi to 
which ajijieals ina\ be allowed and not to tin* ('ourt of Small ('atiS 4 *s, 
but mv suggestion js very moderate. What I Iwg to submit is that 
the part> ma> Im* allow(*d t«> i*.ven j.sc his own discretion. If he has 
confidence in the Couit of Small (’au,s«‘s, Ih‘ mii\ up|H*al to if. hut if 
he has confidem c in the Bern b. lie must be given the option of appeal 
iiig to the Bench. It is the Kxerntive Officer who makes the assess- 
ment and it is he who is allowed to hear objf*ctioris against his own 
deci.sion ; that is tin* gmiter reason as to why there should Is* a iliffert*nt 
IhkIn altogether, f’ndei the A<’t of IHtl'f, the part) iiggriexed had a right 
of njUM'al to a Bench <if .Iustirt*s of IVaee. Then uinler the Act of |H7f», 
it was laid down that the aggrieved party may appeal either to the 
Bench Mr to the Oourt of Small Causes, Thus it will be seen tlinl from 
IHtsf up to the parlv had the right of appeal to the Bench. It 

was only in the year l.HMS, on the suggestion of Sir Henry Harrison 
w*ho W'as the Chainnan of th<* (’(♦r|Kiration at the time, that the lx*gis- 
Inture allowed appeals only to the (’ourt of Small (’auses, but it was 
^strongly o^»|M>sed bv Balm Kali Nath Milter as wu*iras by other Hon’ble 
MemfK*rs of the (’onncil. Babu Kali Nath Milter staled (bat the Bench 
had worked very .satisfactorily and that though (he party aggrieved 
had a right of apjK’al to the Bench ns well as to the (’ouit (»f Small 
(’auses, he would prefer the Bench. Then, I may Is* allowed to say 
that the Bench is mnn* coiniM-tent to hear siicdi ap|K‘als than the Couit 
of Small (’auses, fjecause as regards land value, a judge of the ('ourt 
of Small rauw*s cannot Ik* regHrd«*d as }K»ssessing competent knowledge 
in the matter. Then, as w'e all know*, there is great trouble incidental 
(o litigation, unne<’essan* ex|>ense in (he hearing of ap|K*riIs in the 
Court of Small ('auses and it was only (he other day that the couH- 
4m had been increawl by 50 iK»r cent. That is the greater reason why 
iome other authority slumld be creat<*sl for the hearing of these Hp[>eal<i 
othenriae I am afraid that justice would l*e denied, 
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Then, Sir, appear from the explanatory note, of this 

that the Select Committee are not in favour of the suggestion beOam 
as I have stated there is corruption in mufassal municipalities. There 
may be black sheep everywhere, but that is no reason why this power 
should be taken away from the commissioners. I will draw your atten* 
tion to the paragraph in the report of the Select Committee about this 
clause. They say — “ The Committee agreed that this proposal might 
lead to the grossest abuses.*^ I do not suggest that the Court of Small 
Causes should he replaced by the Bench. What I beg to submit is that 
the party aggrieved may ho allowed to appeal either to the Court of Small 
Causes or to the Bench. 1 question the statement contained in the 
paragraph that this has led to corruption in the mufassal. Thcmgh 
I am not a coniniissioner of a mufassal municipality, I know some of 
them, and I have great confidenc^e in them. I heg to draw the atten- 
tion of tl»e mufassal municipal commissioners who are member^ of 
this Council. Tt is an insult to them to make that statement. I am 
really soriy that some mufassal inemhers were not memlx'rH of the Select 
Committee, if they had been, they would have had an opportunity of 
expressing their views in the Select Committee. It was mdy the other 
day that ue unialgainated Maniktala, Cossipore-C-hitiiur, and Garden 
Reach, with (^ilcutta, and under the Bengal Municipal Act, which is still 
iu f<»rce in those areas, the residents of those localities are entitled to 
have their ap|»eals heard by the Bench. As wo have amalgamated 
these areas with (Calcutta, the result would Ih‘ that unless the House 
will be kind enough to accept my suggivstion, they will be deprived 
of the right which they have l)een enjoying since 1884. In the 
Bomlmy Municipal Act also I find that the party is allowed a right 
of ap|>eul to the Bench, My sug'gestion is very moderate. I do not 
mean to say that the party aggrievinl will first of all submit his 
appeal to the Bench and then to (he f\>urt of Small raus<*s, but what 
I submit is he may have the right of appeal either to the Bench or 
the Court of Small ('aiises. 

0 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou have made this imint [terfectly clear. 
Have you anything else toatld? Your time is up. 

Babu AMUtYA DHONE ADDY: I have finishe<i. 

Rija R ESN EE CASE LAW: 1 heg to support the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: On behalf of Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur I bt'g to move that in clause 144 (/), line 2, after the 
word “ appeal ” the following be in.serted. namely: — 

'* to a liench consisting of the Executi%^e Officer or Deputy 
Executive Officer and not less than three C4>unoilloiy or 
Aldermen elected by the Corporation or;*’ ■ 
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Tk® ditfei^nce between the amendiifeiii wbich ba» been movei Ijr 
nMra Amuiya Dbone Addy and this amendment i(» that in thi* ani®li4« 
Blent w© find that the Executive and tbe Deputy Kxec'nilve 

[Miner should also he assoidated with the tKiuncillors or aldennen - 
Rented by the Corporation. 1 think it is only fair to the Executive# 
[MIcers that they should he in a position to explain to the o^r 
members of the Bench consistinjr of three councillors or aldermen 
the reasons or the frrounds ujwn which the Executive Officer or 
the Deputy Exe<'utive Officer came to a c‘ertain conclusion, My 
h'iend^ Mr. Addy wants that the appt^al should la* only liefore thriNS 
oocncillors and aldcnueu. I think that if Bahu Amulyu Dhone Addy 
had known the prot-edure which iS adoptwl in the (\ilcutta Small Cause 
Court in new trial cases, he would find that whenever then» is an 
application for a new trial it has always been heard by the Chief 
Judg« and the .ludpre Ixdore whom the case was orijfinally triml. So 
there is pnH’cdcnt for it T think that this is (he Iw^tter amendment 
and tberr»fore 1 move it. 

Rti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bihaiiiir: I rise ratlicr reluctantly to 
opjH)se the aniendineiit.s whicli have lH»<*n inovtMl. 1 that the life 
of a muni<'i(*al comniissinner is not full of roses un<) our lives would be 
made most inisciahle if lliis su^^rcsled Iwiich td my friiuui Mr. Addy 
were driven effci ( to. My friefid has forjjottcn altow’ether that whore 
it is a ([uestion of pound, shilling: and |M*iu*e, men lM*c<»me very selfish 
and try to take advantn^ of any situation that mi^rht arise. Sir, I 
a’ould ask my friend to remetiilH*r that the men who <*ome to the ('or* 
j»orntion as representatives of the ratejmvers have ((t apiiroach these 
ratejKiyars for (heir votes. I would rather 1>e outH]H»keu and point out 
that in rtdurn for (he votes, we have to do many thinjcs which jM»rhaps 
would not have lieon done hut for the vote. [Voices: (Question!) My 
friends mi^ht question, hut they are enti(le<l to their own exfs'rience and 
I am also entitled (o the iMlvaiilnj^e of the ex|»enence which I have 
^gained. Sir, what would Im* the (^mdition of the municipal represen- 
tatives when their influential voters a'ould come liefon* the Beiu h and 
when any individual memlHTof flic Bench who canvassiHl for thew* voters 
vouly a few months ajfo, shall ha%'e to dt*cide questions vitally affecting 
hia own supis>r(ers?' (tne might ignore them altogether when sitting 
on the Bench, hut that would not lie easy. This is a fact and ruinnot 
be altogetber left out of considertition. Bahu Amuiya Dhone Addy 
baa pointed out that in Schedule No. V there is already a provision 
fo*' the constitution of a License A|>peal B«'nrh. Kir, those who arc 
iMttt ilt mr with the Corporation work, know full well that there is a gf>od 
’^deal of difference lietween a license apfieal and appfsals against assess- 
ment. License appeals are based ujioii certain facts ujion which every- 
body ia competent to sfieak. But n'hat about assessments P I have 
bid ibe advatitage of sitting at the table of the V ice-Chairman a few 
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yearn ago whan he took the re-Valnation of the ward whi^h 1 repreecnp^ 
I found that in mont instances the quan*el was over questions whihh 
could only be decided by an expert — questions of land valuatioif, 
questions of valuation of buildings, questions of amount of deprecia- 
Hion of buildings, etc. All these are things upon which eertainly 
neither my friend Mr. Addy nor niyelf could l>e taken as an expert. 
No doubt during the last few years the (Jorjwration has discovered 
exi)erts among the members and sent ceHnin gentlemen as expert re- . 
presentatives elsewhere. But that is a diffeient matter. At the 
present moment among the members of the (’oiimration, is there any 
single Iverson who could claim to be an expert in land value? Of 
C/<)urse, excepting Mr. ]). ('. (Ihose, who now sits as Assessor in the 
Calcutta Improvement Tribunal, and niu.st l>e accepted as an expei'i, 
and Mr. A. ('. Banerji, who is a representative of the (’ori>oration to 
the Trihiirml, and to whom 1 mus* how for he must Ih* an expeH. 
Leaving these tw() gentlemen alone, I ask who is there in the (^orjiora- 
tion who can claim to he an expert in land values ami in valuation of 
buildings to go to constitute the llencih ? ('en tainl v men like my.self 
and men like Bahu Ainulya Dhone Addy would not Ik* proper men for a 
Bencli lil^e that! .M\ fnemi has pointed out the difference between the 
Small Causes Court and the Bench and said how the ratepayers would 
prefer a Bench— I am sure the ratepayers will prefer a Bench consisting 
of their representatives, huk why ? Because fhe\ can influenc<* them. 
But, Sir, that js my main reason for not suj»poi’ting tlu* ameTidment. 
The Small Chuhom (\>urt judges are above that iiiflinuH e, foi judges have 
not to go on cnfivassing. That is the reason why a Bench should not 
be then*. My friend has {pioted the remarks whi< h have been made in 
the HejKiit of the Selwt Committee that there )s tin* gros'-est abuse in 
the case of mufassal municipalities. It 1ms Ih'cti suggested tlv’ie that 
the appellate authority should be an inde|H*ndent and impartial Imdy. 
That is also iny oiiitiron. I have some experienc** of one or two mufassal 
municipalities. I do not want to mention them. But I feel there is a 
good deal of justice in this remark in the Select t'omniittt'e’s re[>ort, In 
mufassal municipalities one who has influence may manage to have 
assessments low«»n*d down while those who < annot approach the municipal 
commissioners have t«i lH*ar the whole brunt of the asHi*ssment. Mv 
friend, the Defuity-Tresident, is the Chairnmn of a mufas.sal municipality f 
he knows more than mystdf. What his eX|K*rience is, I do not know. 
But T have heard from person.s who have exi>eriemT of mufassal mu}ii> 
ripalities, that such complaints are almost univerMilly made. The ^ 
lemark is Very widely made and T think there must W some justifica- 
tion lor so widespread an opinion as prevails. I have given you 
briefly the reasons for which 1 am lanind to oppose this |iro]msal although 
1 would have been very glad if I could have supjmrted it. 

The HemHilt Sir tURCNDRA NATH BANEftilEA: On behalf of 
Government I desire to oppoee the amendments. My friend, Mr. Addy, 
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refenvd io the Bomlmy and the Madras Munirijm! AvU. But im 
not pluml Indore nn the whole of the «ni>e. The Aet^ to which ho 
has referred are mufasKal Acts of Bomhiiy and Mioiius and not (lie 
city Acts, and the Benpu) Municipal Act, which ui»plies to imihtssal 
munu'ipalities, htaiuls on the same fiKdinff. Tiny lone got aiiptdlat<^ 
l>en<‘hes there. I wa.s for .‘i:i years chairman of a mufassal iMUnici|Kd- 
lt>. I vacated that ottiie when 1 assumed my j»ivsent respoiisihility 
as Minister for Local Self-(f(»vernment. I thus sjn ak with some author, 
ity aliout tlie aj)[>eal henches in the municipality to which 1 Moug. It 
is mole nr le'.s txpical of ^^nular ap[HMil Inouhes in th»» mufassal, I 
think J can sa\ this tliat iheir decisions are unsatisf.n torv. There 
is a good ileal of <'anva»<sing. a g(H»d deal of prevsinv brought lu hear 
upon memlHOsand a goiwl deal of influenee exercised. And, as mv fiiend 
has iKiinted out an elei’ted ctonmi.Hsioner laniiot altogether lid himself 
of the inflinuu'e of thon* who have helped him to rise to tin* position 
of a comniissiioner. The leMilt is that th*w«. revisuoi l>ei.rhes give 
decision.^ winch an* sonictinies of aji ovccoilingly unsat islactoi \ char- 
acter. 1 nia\ just illustrate my nieaidiig hy a com i<*te castv A inufas* 
sal municipalit\ a|»(>l!es (o a magistrate foi the appointtnent of ,in 
Assess(,r in ordci that he might make the nssrs^ment s fice from lot al 
influence u!m 1 piejmlicc The Assessor is hUf»poscil to he ati imlepcn- 
dent jwison Icing scr\ant (»t (ioveinment. The assessments iin .le 
hy him aie plat (*d hefttie an Aswessment Appeal (‘ommittee consistnig 
of three or four < ommisMtmei s, ami what is the lesiill ^ I spi-ak w‘ ih 
personal kmtwhdLo* cMcnding o\ri a p**i umI of .‘i.'i years. The result 
is that e\ei\ attempt is made to n'din'e the as>*essmeii(s made hv she 
(iovernmeiit Assessor, ainl m many las^s very su<c*>ssf ul) y Thun ni 
many muiin ipelitie. there is haidly any f>\pansion of muiiK ipal revemie 
due to ^he levisnui of a-sf -Mrooits, l)of*s my friend want to ha\e .-n 
’AssesMiH'Mt Lemmittee fT that kind in Calcutta ^ 'I’his is a s\Htrr„ 
Iiuhh‘ to gia\e alaisf', a s\slom wdneh has hc«*Ti tiled and found wind- 
ing. In ( altiMta its*jf under the A< t of ISdj w*. had the satio* system. 

.There yyas ihe AjipeaK li«*in h. Sir llcnrv Hun ison, than wh«<m I 
think there never was a gicatei « haii man. whose memory is levered hv 
all w'ho came in peisonal (oiitact with him, tjioronghlv yvt*nt into fl in 
matl<*r and it yyas .it his mstanec that tlu*se apjn*al la*nc}ies y^♦•^e done 
awav with Xo dmihl some amoiint of opposition t)n*re yvan, h it 
he fmind that the asse^sm»*nts were unsatisfactory owing to revisn n 
hy these Ap[»eal Bern hes, 7'hat heing so. dr^es riiv fiiend wa t 
to re-estahlish a state of things which has hojielesslv failed ^ I hope tl e 
House will not accept the proposal. In the matter of uMsessmeiif s, hd. 
us have an indetKOident authority . Here the AsiucsKor or a resismmhle 
officer of the Assessment Department who makes the assessment; the 
appeal in heard hy the IK^putv (’halt man or the Vice-Cljaitman . and 
Bill providcit that if the party is dissatisfied he mfiv go to tj Siitall 
Cauae«(V>urt, where we have got an inde|)endent authority untiammoled 
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by the pressure and influence of tbe ratepayers. We waut to perpetu-^ 
ate that state of things and not go back to a cjondition of affairs whidb 
broke down and which should not be revived. I trust my friend 
Mr. Mullick will l)e able to l^ar out what I have said. I hope the House 
cM'ill accept the view of the (tovernment and not revive a system which 
should not be there and which is liable to the gravest abuse. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I do not think I need hold out 
my candle light in the sun after the Hon'ble Minister, but I would like 
to put forward a few points before you for your dispavssionate consider- 
ation — jioints whi< h T consider to l>e important. 

I may say that my friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, has been 
trying to get this matter through the Corporation since 1918, but 
although nobodv in the Corj)o?*at ion accepts his view still he insists on 
it. He insisted on this matter iti the Select Committee* and now discusses 
it here. But let us consider the merits of his amendment whicih is 
after all the chief point. Tf he is right he is certainly entitled to a 
hearing. Sir, so far as the mufassal municijmlities are concerned, I 
hav(* nothing t(> add to what the [fon*bh‘ the Minister has said. 

As regards tin* constitution of a Beiu'h to hear as.sessment apt>eals, 

T can assure tin* Ilou.se that the opinion of the (Nunmissioners collec- 
tively and almost to a man is that they do not like to be i)ut in that 
position at all. NcdKaly is willing to serve on such a committee as 
that. Nohody likes to be put in that unfortunate position, and noluxly 
suppoHs my friend in his views. 

Secondly, let nu* take the(|uestion of continuity of standard of action. 
How YfUi can fonu a Boaid wdiiih i-an give continuity to the basis of 
us.se.ssment s in particular jihncs and in j>arti(*u)ar wards i.-^ more than 
I {'an sav. Now thre<* gentlemen r(»me and sit to-day on the com- 
mittee and make an ussessnumt with regard to a jiortion of a parti- 
cular lane or stiect, giving the valuation of Ks. 3,000 per (‘i>ttah; next 
day am»ther Ihre*' gentlenuMi asse.ss the same kind of land at Ks. 4.000' 
j»er cottah; so <an there ls‘ any continuity and can th(‘re Ix" any 
justice? Where could you find the commissioners to come and sit on 
the Board from dav to da\ ? It will In' a tremendous business. 
Besides, mv friend ought to rememl>er that it is not a fee-getting 
business. We cnnm»t pa> fees to j)er.sons in the (V»rix)ration hereafter; 
so it will be impossible for us to get peojile to form the Board or 
Bench. The thing must be done by the Kxecutive Officer or hi.s 
Deputy or some other jvrson cimversant with the facts. So 1 fail to 
set* how' we can maept his plea for continuity and the esfahlishment of 
a Bench. May 1 ask mv friend if he is prepared to say that the resulta 
of the working of the Hoads and Buildings t'ommittee whi(‘h vei^ 
largely decide questions of building sanction and similar things are 
satisfactorj' etiough for him to w'ish to introduce things of a much more 
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^important clmrader liefoit' tbm? It is well known that building 
plana are nanctione^l under rireumstanres whit h I iuhmI nol mention. 
It often ha[>|>ena that one man gt»Vs a thive-atoried houae with 9 feet 
oi>en s|>a<‘e at the bark, while another man only two ,»*torie» even 
if he ban pot 11 feet ojk'H .spare at (lie Kirk. Why is thi.«< It iit 
all a mutter (»f lanvas.sinp. It is a well-known fart, (to on with all 
theae aa murh an you like, but do not allow rauvnsitiiip in matters pf 

money. It is bad fur the ( 'orjM>ration, bad for (he individual com- 

niiasioners. Considered fr<»ni this jioint, of view iu> roinmissioner will 
come to this job at all. They will pet a bad name in no tune. We 
have pot to as.sess a house (he valuation of whii h is sometime^ 13 
or 14 lakhs of ru|M'es, if not more. We are poinp to have a luniao 
whieh will fetrh a rent of 3 to 4 lakhs of ru|a*es a year; we an' aUo 
poinp to have houses whi( h w ill fet<‘h earh about Its. in nites 

per year. My advire to the Commissioners is- Do not interfen' in 

(h<'se tfiiiips. Do not try to dt) thuips of this kind. You w ill pet u bad 
name. Do not drap Nouiself into the ]>os,sibility ol hemp thrown into 
(he mire ami your name b(*nip soiletl in the eyes of the world. That i» 
ray advire to you. 

There is out* other f.n t. and it is with ndmemi* to tin* ijurstion of 
License Appeals. It is a {H-t(\ affair whether a .sho|>-k»H*per has pot to 
pay Hs. r..* or Hs. 'J4 on the basi.s of the fart whether he has one or twm 
windows m his .shop Th.it is m*! the ijueslion here. Then apain from 
another pmnt of \ lew it is not pomp to iiispne confidein'e in you Sit|>- 
jiose 1 lin\e ti# .qipeal before sin h a Hemh. la-l twe imapine my posi- 
tion. I apjiear Iwfoie the Hern-h and find that tin* very rommiHsiojicr 
whom 1 did not vrUo foi sittmp amonp lliem and poinp to decide mv aiw*. 
What will mv feelinp lie at the time!*' I am alnnwt done for in that 
rase! .S> relieve evt‘rvlM>dy from tliat unfortunati* fKisitiofi, relieve (he 
ratejmvej- and relieve vouiselves from this possible soiin e of iMtirisiii, 
If you are not .satisii(‘d, \ou aie at Iibeitv to po to tin* Small f'ausca 
Court and \ou have also the power under this Bill to po up to the 
Hiph Court even. Contest it biTore the Cour I a d < l*'< t , - litipa- 

(ion there. That is a ?e« opni/.ed s\ stem apainst which nothinp rouM lio 
«lid. But do not jdease intHwlm t* all tliese thifips. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 SALAM: May I sjM*fik on tin* amend- 
ment, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 cannot Indp feeimp that (he relative import- 
ance of this subject inii«t K* <onsnb‘r«Hl to have been adecpnitelv dis- 
cunsed. 1 do not know how mm h lonpm metnK'rs will ;*“o on krepinp 
Up the deflate, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABOUB SALAM: I did not intend to speak 
on the nubjert, but after hearinp the speerhea I would like to say a word 
or two on it. I support the amendment of Bahu Amulya Dhono Addy, 

B2a 
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because it would Imj a triumph of the principles of self-government. Why 
should we not choose our own people? When we can trust our men 
with iniiK>!'ta«t administrative matters, why should we not trust them 
in the matter of taxing ouiselves? On that principle, 1 supiKut the 
amendment. 

I do not share the modenty of my friend, Rai l)i'. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur, who ladiltles liimself and the other mernheis of th(‘ Ct)r]K)iaiion 
hy saying thal nohody in the Cor|K>ration is fitted to decide such ques- 
tions, save and except the (wo gentlemen whose names lie has mentioned. 
Sir, in inufassal municipalities, the }H*ople allow themselves to he taxed 
hy their own rejiresentatives, so wh\ sliould we not do so? Are our repre- 
sentatives ill the Ooi|M)iation less cHicieiit ? I take it as a slur on the 
wisdom of our Calcutta ineinhers it they are considered unfit for self- 
taxation. Surely, if the inufassal municipalities can do this work 
effi<i(*ntly and satisfactorily, peojile, t(K>. in ('alrutta, ought to 1 h* able 
to. do likewise. 

Allot lier aigunient has been udvaiiciMl that the (^nincilloi'. of tlie 
(Virporatioii will .sit on the Hoard oi the Heiicli to dcMd(‘ questions 
coiieerning tlieir own voteis, and, therefore, thcv ina\ not lake an im- 
partial view of the cascc I’hat is not a souiui ai^iUiniMit at all It <loes 
not necessurilv follow that coiiiHillois of tln‘ '.anic wind will sit on the 
committee to hear appeals from the olqc'ctois nf tlic <anie waid. it <an 
be easily ai iangi'd h\ appointing a (ounulloi cj. No. 1 W.iid to hear 
appeals from <dqech)js Wanl Nic ‘J. Tlieiefoit*, this argmm*nt falls 
to the gTouml cnliioU, and foi lhes<‘ icas(;u> 1 sujipmt Halm Amulya 
Dhone Add\'s amendment. And I prct»‘r his amendment tf* that of the 
Depot N -pK'sidcnt . hecaU'*e tin* hittei pinpns^.s ihal the Chief Executive 
officer or Dn* Deputv Kxecutivc (tfficei should he asso<‘iated with the 
Ibunh, I think it is nght and jwois'r that a man wh(» impos4*H ihe tax 
which is the suhje< t (d the appmil should not he a iiuuuImu- of the Hoard 
w]ii<h hears such apfsmls. In the case of llie Small Causrs Court, Sir, 
the thing !*< nl her wise 7’here the Chief .ludgr* sits ahmg with the 
(’(her judges, and tlnMt*foi(‘, he is of a higher }»osilion than tin' judge 
against wlmm the ohieitunr has Ikmui tiled. Whih'. in the case of a 
IbuH'h, if the l-Necutivc ttthiM'r. wlio is the taxing officer, i* to sit along 
with otln ‘1 c’ouncilloi s. he w'ill overshadow othms^ and therefore, his 
views will urH'onseiduslv influence most of tin* nn‘inlH*rs of the Board, 
b'or these’ reasons. Sir, I .MUp|s>rt the ameiidnn'nt of my friend, Bablt 
Annilvn Dhone Addy. 

Rii JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The question Mrre 

the (hiuncil is a short one. 1 am afraid the real hearing of this matter 
has not >et ls*en made elear. The question is this: (^an a person 
dissatisfied with the verdict of the Assessor, whi( h in most (*ases will 
bo eonfirnuHl by the Depiitv-Chairman. be obbged to go to a (’ourt and 
incur heavy exjx'uditure for it, or wdll he have an apiieal beurd by a 
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^ body of H3eU|jWbich will Im» Ws expensive? Tluit i« the question* which 
ilbbody seems to eaie ft»r. Why should a perscui W ublijfiHl to ffO 
through the expenses of a litigation Why should a latejmyer uol hftve 
a remedy hy way of an apfteal t»» rtuumissioneis elerttMl l>y the rate*^ 
jwtyers of (’'alrultay The ohje« ti4)n ahout the <'ommi>si<»Hets of on^i 
wunl being hanijaMed in tlu'u (leeKion b> 4d)je« t<us of the Mime ward 
can l)e easily met. as has bet n nxmtutiied 1»\ Khan Itahadiir Aixlus Suhiiu* 
by the eoimnissiomM of otlnn wards being apjHuntml to tiy sueh raws, 

Bibtt 8URIENDRA NATH MALLiK: A man may ha\e prttfieity in 
ten Wauls; and th» tt hr wdl ha\e a \ol<* in I'arli of these ten waids. 

Rii JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bthtdur: Ni>w under the 

new rules a man muN have onl> one v<»te and lor this one vote ludiody 
is very anxious. H hr has got jMoj»rrt\ in ten wand?* he will hav»* a vole 
each in all the waids Tlieirtere, 1 sa\ that tlie question in its leal 
iiiw'ardness must be roiistdrird. that is to sa> . shall a ]n'rsou 1 h' iddiged 
It) go i(t Couit or not. That in.itltu hits bts*n Itisl sight of allogetlnu', 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I lag tr suppoit the amemlnient 
niovetl }i\ Jiabu Aniuh.i Dhriie Addv 'I’lie mlriilioimol tins Hill, as 1 
undetstami the pliiasin^. ^ to in\rsf the (oipoialion w ilh as imn li aiitlio- 
litv as [Hissildr In all niattris oh lias betMi jKonltMl out b\ Mr. Mallik* 
tht» ('oi]Mtnt1 ton has (hr final autiiontv. Mr Malhk has (jiialititMl that 
st.itrinrnt bs xtihnt.; that in inaltris oi liionev if thr I a j toi at ion liad 
ihr antjiinM. niis< inrt m.ght hapj»rti; but what is (lit‘ piaHor? Mi. 
Maii'K hi- pr !,trd o'lt the «.»-*' ot lujildings invtdving hravv r\prm|j- 
t’,. .nt* -.uiMi'eeti b; I he ( oi jmj at ion . In thr nialt»‘i of inijMove- 
meiif ttifniility sojiirtiinr'- Hivolving a I.tkh of iu|mm*s or ovii, tin* tjues- 
tion «a!i br dot idrti hv 1 hr ( 'oi poi at loH ; sn it raniiol lie san! that lliilMir- 
taut malteis (ahoot iir rntni*.t»*d to tin* (’oiuniissioiiei s. I nhss you 
trust petiple. how ale von going to t*xjs'<t responsible eondint on tlndr 
part!*' If \ou d)st»u-t them, a- Hai Dr. flaridlian Dutt Jlahadur and 
*Ba)»u vSniritdia Nath M.illik have »list i iisttnl them 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Ma> I riM* to a jMunl of onler 
and explairi that 1 liave not dt-tiusteil llounJ' 

Babu ilATfNDRA NATH BA8U: fit* may not have distiustetl tht'iii, 
but HO fai as be was (tmteimal, lie was so sensitive to ibt* sinib*s and 
wiles of hiselettois that lie would hesitate Iti art in a matter in wdiieh 
his eltM toi Was romeiiO'd. All ibat I tain s.i\ if J)i . ffandhan Dnlt 
is HO sensilivr, he shiaild not stand f<a tdf'ttion. We want nnui on the 
ror|H»ration who havr tin* ir-js' t of then elet tors and will tio then tluty, 
Tlie Hon’ble th»* Minister has statt'd fiom his vast expenenrr that the 
gyiitem of having ussesstneiit ap|H als din idetl by rnunnupal < om miss ionerft 
bttS not worketl satisfai to? ily, IKies the How’ble the Minister know 
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lliut there is a great deal of dissatisfaction about the way in which assess-^ 
ment'matters are managed in Calcutta? One of the strongest speeches 
that 1 heard him deliver was, when Sir Henry Harrison introduced this 
new provision in the Act of 1888, protesting against that. This is, no 
doubt, a matter of ancient history; but the llon’ble the Minister knows 
about it; there was strong opposition all over the countrj'. You are 
investing the Corjwration with the authority of (coming to a decision in 
matters involving lakhs and sometimes crores of rui>ee8. If memWs 
of the Coiporation are dishonestly minded, they can go into league with 
contractors and earn large commissions. Do you think they cannot do 
that? Does Mr. Mallik say he has io.st hi.s faith in the members of the 
Corporation? An unmerited charge of distru.st will Im* put forward, if 
this amendment is not accepted. 

The (juestion has In^en rai.sed that the memhcr.H will not have exjiert 
knowledge. Nor lia^^ the (’hairman and the .ludges of the Small Causes 
(\)urt, like Dr. Thornhill and Mr. Latifur Itahman any expert know- 
ledge. You are going t() send the ratepayers to them instead of to the 
luemhers of the Corporation. In all imjMn lant matters involving the deci- 
sions (»f (jueslioiis of fact the tendency in modern times is to go l>t‘fore a 
jury: niatttMs of life-aiid-death in criminal case.s go l)efore a jury. Why 
should tliere Im* a* deviation from that pra< ti< e in the jnesent instance? 
'I'hcn* will 1 m', under my pn>|)osal, a Ixuich consisting of at least three 
Councillors to dec'ide the matti'r. Thev will have the exjs‘rt udviee of 
the Kxcciitive, the Deputy Executive Officer, and other officers of the 
(’orjKuation before them and they will also hav<‘ the ex}>ert oi>imon that 
the ap|M*llant would place Ix'fore them, and they will c(‘rtainly be 
able to <li‘cide the matter. Instead of doing that yon an* going to inve.st 
the Small Cans<*s Court .hnlges w'ith lhe.se jxiwvis t(* ih^cidesin h iiuestions. 
The matter is of great puhlie imixwtance ami .should not lx* hni.sht’xl aside 
like that. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I merely wish to point out one fact w’hich the 
Khan Hahadur has iiiisuuderstixKl. He hii.s suggested here that the officer 
who de( ides the.se appeals is the judge in his own raiiw* That is not the 
case. As the Corporation memWrs of thi.s Couik il are aware, the Deputy 
Chairman is the head of the assessment dejxutinent , at least the nominal 
head, but his actual work in connection with the as.ses.smeiits made by 
the Assessor, is practieally nil. As.sessmeiits are made by the Asses.ior, 
but suhse<|ueiitly the proceedings may eome on ;ipix‘al before the Deputy 
(^hairmun who sits as a judieial offieer. while the Viee-Chainnan, who 
hears apj^eals, has no ronnection at all with the As.nessment de[xirtnient. 
You enn only urge at the most that thest* two otficerN, as .st*rvants of the 
ron>orntion, are interested in keeping the income of the Corjxjration at 
as high a figure as jiossible. Rut T have divided hundnxbs of these 
ap]>eal» myself, and I entirely repudiate the sugge.stion that the Deputy 
Chainnan or the Viee-l 'hairman does not attempt to give an entirely 
impartial and judii ial decision in settling these cases. 
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The folloif iug- modiBed motion standing in the name of Babu Amulya 
l^oue Addy, was then put : — 

** That in clause 144(71, line 2, after the word ‘ ap}H^il ’ the follow- 
ing Ik* inserted, namely — 

‘ either to a Benc h constituted for the pur|Kme consisting of not 
less than (ouncillors oi .Mdcrmen elt*<'l<*d by the Cor- 

Iioration, or ’ 

and a division taken with the following result 


AYES. 


Atfiy, Sabu Amulya 

Afzal, Nawabiada K. M., Khan Sahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Aahadur Maulvl WaiHnuddln. 
Ahmad, Munshl Jafar. 

AM, Mr. Ayad Erlan. 

All, Mr. lyad Nasim. 

Banar)aa, Or. Pramathapath. 

•aiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvl Ihah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, f?ai Harendranath. 

Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Bahmatjan. 

Da, flal Bahadur Fanindratal. 


Oati, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Ul. 

Choit, ftai Bahadur Jottndra Chundar. 
Natl, ihah tyrd Emdadui. 

Karim, Maulvl Fallal. 

. Law. Raja Rtihaa Cava. 

I Makramall, Munahl. 

! Mukhar)!, Prataitar I. C. 

I Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Ray, Babu lurcndra Nath. 

Riihi, Babu Raiik Chandra. 

' lalam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdui. 


NOES, 


All, MunthI Ayub. 

Banariaa. tha Non'bla Ylr Surandra Nath. 
Banticy, Or. C. A. 

Chaudhug, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Caban, Mr. 0. < 1 . 

Crawfard, Mr. T. C. 

Oaara, Majar'Canaral B. N. 

OanaM, tha Han'bla Mr. 4 . 

Oonavan, Mr. J. T. 

• Dutt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 

Imaraan, Mr. T. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4 . CampbalL 
Ofiaaa, Mr. 0. C. 

Oaada, Mr. I. W. 

Narnall, Mr. W. W. 

Nuntliiifard, Mr. C. T. 

Hub, Maulvl EkramuL 
Maharaladhlraja Bahadur at Burdwan, 
tha Han'bla tha. 


t Mallik, Babu lurandra Nath. 

I Marr, Mr. A. 
j MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

I Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukrrira, Mr. 1. C. 

I Rahim, tha Nan bla Hr Abd ur-. 
Ray, Rat Bahadur Upandra Lai. 
Ray. Maharaja Bahadur Kihaunlth 
Chandra. 

Nay. Mr. Bijaypreaad lingh. 

Roy. Mr. C. N. 

Ray, Mr. 4 . N. 

Ray. Raja Manllail lingh. 
fan, Babu Mani Lai. 
ilaphantan, tha Han'bla Mr. H, L. 
•tuart Wllflami, Mr. i. C. 

Travaro. Mr. W. L. 


The A>es Is'ing 24 and the \o<*s -H. tfie motion was lost. 

The motion standing in the name of Hat Mahendta Chanrlra 
Bahadur and moves! hy Mr. Depiity-Po'^ident was then juit and lost, 
The following amendment Ix'ing c<»nse<]ueiitia] was not ftut : 

“ That in edaust* 144(2). line 1, liefore the word * (\>urt ' tlie worcU 
* Bench or ’ lie inserted." 
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The motion standing in the name of Shah Sj’ed Bmdadul Haij 
then put and lost. 

The following amendments were, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

r 

Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U to move, if motion No. 290 be 
{•allied, that in clause 145(-^), line 1 and 2, the words “ or Deputy 
Kxeciitive Ofticiu* ” be <nuitted. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur to move, if motion 
294 lie curried, that in clause 14o(.j’), line 1, liefore the word 
Court ” the words “ bench or ” bo insert(Ml. 

Clause 149. 

Mr. D. d. COHEN: 1 move that clause 149(7) (c) be {iiuitted. 

Tliih is a new sub-clause and 1 ask for its (hdetion. It a]>j)t‘ars to 
me to he an innovation in the wrong dinnlion as no reasonable oppor- 
tunity for the {'xercise ol such a power can warrant itMdf. If you care- 
full) look into the provisions of the law you will tiiul that the clause is 
wholly inconsistent with the whole pioceiluie of \aluation. 

Section 149 is u very sjkmiuI pioMsion ina(h‘ with tlu* object of not 
allowing any premises to be left unassi'ssed to tlu* eorisolidatiM] rate 
and at the same time to afford relief by reducing any valuation on tlie 
gtouml of hardship or other just and sutiieieut (•au>e. It is after all 
tli.Ncietionai) with the Executive Oiheer to leduej* the valuation 
or Jn*1. riieti there would be no tinalily iti the niatt<‘r of valuation if 
this jmwiM' is {‘,\i‘reised. 9’he law' piovides that the valuation will hold 
good for si.\ vears Mihje<‘t to eertuiii [irovisioiis iidating to additions to 
and alteration in the premises. Ify this suh-elaus(‘ it is sought to invest 
the K<‘xeeutiv<* (titieer with s|H‘eiaI jHiwer to re-ojHMi an\ valuation includ- 
ing tlu>s(* {lelermined on u[>{Hml U) the Couit of Small Causes or the 
High Court, hi so far as the valuations fixed hy Courts are eomerned, 
there can he no (luestiou that these should not he liuhle to lu* distiirlied 
and 1 do not think it nee<‘ssary to labour this p(»iut. As to cases w'hieh 
will he deeidtsl hv the Executive Ottieer and ins Deputy, in vi»*w of the 
fact that the iutention of the la'gislutuie is not to disturb valuations 
for a pt'iitMl of six years suhj{*e( to certain provisions relating to addi- 
tions to and Mihstantial alterations in the premises, I am of opinion 
that a jMiwer like this .shmild not l>e given, es|H‘eially as it may he arbit- 
rarily Used. Who IS to dcM’ide whether tlu*re ha> In'en “ fraud ’* or 
wilful misrepi{\seiitati{»ii ” practised. Shall we he justified in authori*- 
ing the Kx(‘rutive Ottieer who has previvuisly detennined the valuation 
after full hearing in the pivsence of both the landcwner and a senior 
r^'pre.sentutive «>f the v\sses-ment Department to <iee de this p<j»int and 
to go ludiind the valuation previously <letermiued hy him and to increase 
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i^P It i« t«ie tbttt the nub^clause provitlei* that iu Much caaeti, tlie 
|)ftrly will Mtill have the opiKirtuuity of a|){>ealing to the law courts 
a^iuNt this fresh valuation, hut thv law courts have not lietoi utithoriaeil 
to enter into the question whether fraud or uiisiej»res«*ntation has Iwtt 
proved in a particular case, whic h would justify a fresh valuation. Thit^ 
would accordin^dy ojH'iutc' veiy hai>hly on the public. In moving: for^ 
the deleticui of this suIm laus«* I wish t(» make it c'lt*ur that it may In* 
quite likel\ — the (’hairiiian has uion* knowledjire on this poitit that 
there are a few stray cases of fraud or uiisrepiescMitation juactiscd in 
this res|HM’t in t'alcuttu, and if thi.s luc .so, it prcsup|M>M*s that the 
Asse.sjiment tnuoit i.s not cjuite above ion in xxliich <a lliejv 

will fn* this additional leasoii vchy this su!»-c laust* is likc'h to o|H*rate 
unfairly. What i> easici than fc»r an uiisc i upulous undcM'liii]; to tmnpt 
a landowner to put down a lower fij'uic* in the jc'tunis u liii h w icMpnicsl 
to Ik* suliinitted 1»\ Imn. and aftcu the* vuluatinii has Ihvn lixed, to use 
this know lc*dgc‘ at *-onic‘ futuic* date* eith«‘r dirc*cll\ or through anotlier 
officer, an a‘<snnat<’ of hi>, u'* a swore] of Damocles ovc*r the head of this 
unfortunate* man. and ihus opcMi the doors wide- Im hhokniady Tin* 
mefhf d nt fi.xin^’ v.iluaf n)iiH h\ the* A>st's«.]ucMi) Ih'paitmenl is to my 
mind a comjiai.it'i el\ efh*< tual safc‘^‘-uarcl aj^^aiiisl fraud and misH'prrs»*n- 
taHon, The' waid Sui\c‘\p:s the pai t ic-ulai s, tlnoi tin* assistant Sut« 
V(*\c'is fi\ ;h»* \al:ialions i.oc neit^ssanly on tin* run! stated h\ tin* owner 
and oec'Upici VC )u< h laav m nia> not hecoriett, hut on a t.cii iciital basis, 
aftcu ( I'lisult loy I lie .\ssosoi or the Dc‘})ul\ Ass.'ssoi ,is the I ase mav be 
arid tbi* \<ilu.iMi'n vc'll U* ceiisideted a*' the valuation fi\**d 1 \ the 
cutive ntjii o! t ibji'i't am V to valuations >\ill ibiui be* lM‘a'd b\ il,e 
K\c*f utsve oi Dfputv liiMMUtive ( Hhecr in tbc' pH'M-rac- of the nVMi*i aiid 
tin* ,\s'^sta’)l A^essoi oi in some* eases tin* Assessor personallv. 1 mav 
hc’re state* that a < t.nsidei.iblc* time* lapse's bc‘tMc*eii tin* film;,* ol cdijcu tton 
by a p.iltv and the liiMiin^i’ of his cdqeeticuis ainl tin' As.sc'ssmc'nt Di*|>urt' 
ment and the J*..\e<uf<ve (tffn«*r will p*! ample opjnoininrv to c'^umiuev 
the objc'ctioiis as to tin* coiieetness or ollic'iwisc' of the* (dijec 1 ii»ns. All 
Vase's cd a p.citn ulai stn-cU an* oicbnaiily dec ided .it llic' s.nnc' time The* 
Df'jLii t me'ii t Is alvcavs /eaious to supjMut its valuation arid in oicb*r to 
do so. it li.t' to “bow the K\«*< utl V e ( Iffn el liow tljc'V ir»n»*d at a pailj- 
eular v,duatic*u. It wdl not be* vc*i \ dilhc ult lot an eX[n<iienM*d Kxecu- 
five or Dc'piit v Kxe' ulivc' < ttlo er whir hears at about the same* time all 
the* cases c;f a pa’lnulai sfiec'l am) locality, to d»‘te*c*t palpable cas(*s of 
fraud Cl m’“?c pieseiitanoij. 1 mention tins bc'eau^e fiom the* wcudin^if, 
the intei'tioii is to ♦‘uipovver the Kxen'uhve (ffheer to increaw the valua- 
tion in [caliMible eases c^f this kind. 

If H^iiii this c lause Ik* retained hen* will lie no fixity for «ix year. 
Tlie firnjH'i’v in.u chafijjt* bands and the* puieliasc*i mav fa* called utmiii 
to par h ^jbc*r lafc's for no fault of* his, h wamhl lead to uniiec i*Hsarv 
harassment and open a door to coinjdic-at ion, fiicdion, and even corrup- 
tion. Kven in land ac ciuisition jiroceedin^’s »t in well known that (he Land 
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Acquinition Collector after he has made his award neithef he nor the 
Laud Acquisition Judge can reduce the amount thereof. It iniglft 
admit of being increased in amount but not reduced. For these reasons 
I strongly oppose the retention of this uncalled for provision. 

* May I also move amendments No. 299 and 300 P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes; will you please? 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I also move that, if Jthe above amendment l)e 
carried, provisos (i) and (ii) to clause 149(7) l)e omitted. 

I also move, if amendment No. 298 be not carried, that after pro- 
viso (ii) to clause 149(7), the following l)e inserted, namely, — 

“ (in) Provided that clause (c) shall not apply to any valuation of 
premises determiiKMl on apf)eal to the Court of Small Causes 
or to the High (Joint as the case may 1 m\'’ 

So far as this amendment is concerned, 1 have touched upon it while 
sjsniking on amcmlment No. 298, that is to say, 1 cannot think of cases, 
w'hich ought to 1 h* decided by the Small (’auses Court or tlie High ('oiiit, 
being decided by the Kx(‘cutive Officer. 1 trust all these amendments 
will 1 h‘ accepted. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move that in clause 149 — 

(/) in sulwlause (7), sub-elause ir) and jirovisos (i) and iii) 
he <unitted, and 

(2) in suli-cluuse (2), lines 1 and 2. the words “ or clause (r)” 
he omitted, and in line 3, f(»r the uoids “ tin* first or s(‘cond 
pKniso,” tin* words “ the pro\ iso ” Im* ‘<ub,slitu1ed, 

\ 

I'his amendment is the .same as Mr. Cohen’s. 1 do not want to say 
anything more. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I uant to {H)int out that under 
the pre.sent Act (he Chairman of the Corporatnm has tlie right to reduce 
the assessment when he finds rea.sous for doing so, hut lie lias not the 
right to increase the a.s.sessment after it has been once finished. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the('hamher and 
Mr. IVput y-Prcsident t«H>k the Cliuir. ) 

It was (‘ontended by the pnyst'nt acting Chairman that if he had the 
right to reduce, he .should also In* given the right to increase, if he found 
that dt>sirnhle. We had a long fight over this matter and without dis- 
closing the si^crets of the Select (’ominittee, I may lx* iH*rniitted to point 
out that in that committ«»e this question w*as threslu*d out, and eventually 
it was decided to accept a compromise and allow (he Chairman to have 
the right to increase only in exceptional ca.ses. My friend, Mr. Cohen, 
and myself were in the same boat on that occasion and we had been 
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quarrelling with the present Chairman of the Corporation a« to wholhar 
gtoy exiraorjiuary right should In* given to that ottiwr. Eventually 
we were impressed with whut had. Ihh^u jioiiited out to us, vii,, that in 
matters of this kind if there weiv proofs of fraud and misrepresimtationi 
the Chairman of the CoriKmition would he justitiinl in ine«'asing tljg 
value of the [>arti('ular proivi'ty. My friend, Mr. t'ohen, will jvrhajM 
admit that we were impressed to suth an extent that we agrt*ed to ureept 
the c’ompnniiise. In view of that the wording has Wn arranged ns in 
the Bill liefore us. After that, at least for my friend, Mr. Cohen, to 
eome hen* and raise the same question, does not seem to me to Im* play- 
ing the ganu*. I would point out 


Mr. 0. J. COHEN: May I offer an explanation? That very day I 
thought that I did something wrong; I s]ioke to the ('hairiuan and told 
him that I was going to rais<* this question in the ('ouneil. 

Rit Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Thai is all right; he has a 
right to do so and I eaninvt ohjeet to his bringing tins matter Wfoiv the 
('oiinnl, hut what I want to {K>int out is that the words that have Im^u 
put in tlu‘ riause iosmI not Is* (dijecttsl to. The (')unnnan has lH*en 
given the light to no reuse the asH4*ssment in very exiejitional raseii. 
My friend’s attention might he drawn to the wording of the (dause. The 
}K>iut is ver\ clear here, *' at the time of the last g-eneial valuation when 
sinli premises have Usui suhstaiitially undervalued hy reawm of mis- 
i«»pit‘sentatioij or fruinl " So there must U* sulistantial undei valuation. 
If it is a (luestiiin of Hs HM) <»i Us eertainU the Chairman is not 

going toexeicise his disuftuui. There must la* suhstantial undervalua- 
tion reason of misnqiresentation Jir fraud. Sundy, m> fiUMnl tioeti 
not hold a brief for a man who has got his assessment materially under- 
valued hv misrepresentation or fraud. I should Im* the last )s*rson to 
In'lieve that my friend would eountename u pra<‘tising misrepresen- 

tation or fraud. None can have any justificatimi to plead for a man 
who has stoojH’d to practise misrepT‘eH<*ntati<»n or fraud; that man 
Twpnres iiosMiijiathy. M> friend savs if in the Assessment Department 
there are blac k sheep wh<» prac ti.m* this fraud, tlien the Chairman of the 
Corpiration ought to clear liis office of these* |H*o[»le. IIi* is right in that. 
But the Assessment l)e|»urtmeiit does not consist of one or tw’o |>er- 
Rons; it has a host of im*n. SiqqMising any rate[m\er is clever enough 
to hriU* one of the sub-assessors or a j)etty officer of the department, 
what would lx* (he result ? By paying Hs. 50 to a I>etty officer 
might make a wiving of Rs. 1,000 a year. If any case of fraud 
ia detcM-tcsl and brought ls‘fore the Chairman, I |K*rM)nal!y fwl (hat the 
Chairman should he given authc»rity to undo (he mischief caus<*d hy the 
fraud. One point that strikes me in this connection is (his. If we 
iniert a clause like this, it will lie a deterrent ujion theme^ w ho are dis|)0s6d 
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to ))ractise fraud. Suppose XYZ practises fraud and keeps down 
his assessmeut. If he knows that after a few months the fraud might 
l>t‘ detected, when the whole thing will be undone and the Chairman 
will increase the assessment, he will think twice before he goes to an 
'./Ificer of the Assessment Defmrtment and offer bribes. That is very 
iiiij) )rtant, and once more I say that if you keep a clause like that it 
will act us a deterrent. Therefore, I would advise my friend to take this 
view into his consideration, and agree to accept the idause as laid down 
in Ihe Bill. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Kui Dr. Haridhaii Dutt Baha- 
dur lias, given the history of how' this clause came to l)€ inserted in the 
Bill. This is the lesult of a coinpiomise arrived at between us. 
Mr. (’oheu accepted it, and us he .says he subseijuently changed his mind 
aiitl I’uinc to me saying he was unwilling to accept it and would raise 
the matter hefore the Council. Never mind that,. Mr. Cohen and 
J)r. Dutt were asked hy me to help in securing belter moral conditions 
in tlu‘ A!>s(‘Hsment Depaitmenl, and in lai t, in every dejvurtment of the 
CoiiMHution. At that time 1 thought 1 would have whole-hearted 
assist auce and co-oi)erati(Ui from them. Mr. ('oheii has sime changed 
his luiiid. 'I'he leason is thi>. It has been said that this {lower is veiy 
t‘Xtraonliuai V ; I eei lainly (»l>je< t to that, and 1 reply that it is an 
inherent powei in the authority to stop tiaud as soon a.s il is discovmed. 
I'liul is iHii an ext laoidinury iK>wei‘. 1 can give \ou instances in which 
_\oii ni.ilo' inor(‘ niistak»‘s than 1 do. Sup|)ose a magistiate sioitences 
a man lit a lim» ol IN. M) only and alteiw.uiU it is discoveied that the 
fine which was inHoted is not commensuiate with the gravity ot the 
oftVnce coniniilted ; \ou i-aii cerlainlv taki- that ( use up again and send 
that man to the II ig*)! ('ourt foi tlie enliameuient of tlie sentence. 'I'hat 
is not all I'xttaoidinary power; it is an inheient ]»owt*r in the authority 
in inflic ting (he sentence. I'lie oiiginal tine intlic ted might have been 
inflic ted h\ mistake*; so not only in the cast* of liaud but even in 
ordinai> mistakes the authority higliei than the* one inflicting the 
original fine has the inherent power to innease that of couise it is a 
fact tluit holh in tlic* civil and criimnal courts there is the inherent 
]M)vver of rectilving the* situation. 1 have sunplv asked fcji that jxiwer. 
Theie is a clause in the Act vv^liich sa\> that the ('hail man may at any 
time* ic‘duc«* the assessment. If the* i,i(epa\ers can ask toi that for 
uny leason. cannot thi‘n the* (^haiiman a^k foi power which will c*ntitle 
him tcc revise an assessment which was dtiiie thiough fiaud and mis- 
representation V Is it too much to askV I am surpiised that my 
hon’hle {ricMid, Mi. Odien, aftei having agieed t > this in the Select 
Committee, has thevught it propci to vvithdiaw the* assi.^tance he promised 
me f a taking steps against fiaud. Secondly, Sir, we are hmking to 
the fntu;e. I nni -uit* that this provision in the Bill will act a.H a 
dct<*irenN If tliis clause ap|»eais in the Bill uml if the party knowji 
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that in ihvf Wart! Surveyor’s muiasness his a«seH?»ment is liable 

U) be revised by the Executive Ottieer be will not readily enter iiit<r 
fraudulent trunsat^tions. Theieftms' 1 say that if in (he t*t*ur^e of ins|*eo* 
lion the Deputy ('hairman st*es that u certain jirojKMty has been value^I 
at Ks. 5(K) and a j^roix^rty alon^si^ie it has Uhmi valued ut Its. l,00f. 
he shall have the junver to investigate the matter and. if need be, to 
revise the a'*st»ssnient ptovhled there \va> fraud or unsrcpjcseijtation in 
the matter. It is by this way we shall eniilicate the jx»HMdMlity of fraud. 

Then theie is u?»o(her ihinjf. The clause says that when the pro|)erty 
is substantially under-valued — in- that caee is it iu»t reasonable for me 
to interfeie in the interest of the (Wjiorntion Thert» is aiiotlnu* way 
of hw>kin>r at it. If we do not take this |mwer. any one who ran hrilw? 
or dfH'oive the f '<»iix»rati(ui officers will jjo scot-free and the jmmu |>iM>ph* 
will have to pav. The poor jHH^ple will havi* to find tin' iinmey which 
by riphf Ih'Ioii^s to the (’or|»o!ation, wlieicas the rich and unsrrupuloUH 
people will srot-fie<*. M\ hoiihle friend has l(i years' cx[»eri- 
eiHs* of the (’oi |«uati«ni arnl if after that expi*riein’(* he w itlidraws his 
asHistafna* fn'tn tnc in in\- attempt at checking fraud and dishonesty 
I have nolhiiijr to say. 

So fur as Mr. (’oln'n’s motion No, dtM) is concerned I fully accept 
that Is'iause that was the undf'rstandinir. It says (hat when the matter 
was settled in the (\nirl it should Ik‘ final ainl I am )H'rfe< tly willing^ 
to iu‘c<‘]>t that In that case there must U* a finahtv. hut where 1 
definitely know that heir i-. a man wh«» has fraudulentiv had his iiHHesH- 
ment sulistantiallv r«‘<lm imI I sh<mhl ha\c the jH»wer of r«*vwiny the 
assessment. I know of a <«>?iriete case, A |S'rson made his awn 
cousin ji tenant of Ins h«)us»* and he showed a rt'iilal «»f Hs, 751) on a 
registered leas**, hut I learnt Huhserpiently that the man was t?4'ttin|4f 
Its. I.8fM) and that the whide thin;r was a frauduh*nt transaction. The 
result is that mv hands aie tie<t for six years anil instead of ti-eftiiijif 
rates on Its. l.StKl the (’or|»oratioii is ^ettiu^ o«1n on Hs 75(1, The 
diffeiema* i** vei \ f.rieat and who is to |»jiv for (Ins (lifTej iMO'e Is if 
not the [>ooi |SM»pIe who has ^o>t to p;iv for this differencey I’ossihly 
if i.s diffii’ult to deter t su« h cjim^s, hut in miv case w hen w'e can find 
it out we must have (lie |)ower of rectifying it. 

Then there is another as|¥‘< t of thi/ matter This w ill liave the 
effect 4 »f stopfunjr w roTi^»’-rloin^ in the rrffire of (he (‘or|»r»rntion. Should 
not the Clmirnian have the jKovei to do that — to cleanse his own office!' 
From whatever |>oint of view yon look at it, it would Ik‘ serui that this 
|wwer is desirahlc. fhue this [K>w‘er is there it will in 1 as a deterrent 
to periple from enterinp* into fraurliilent transactions. I am jierfertly 
willing' to arrept the |H>sition that once the <tues(in?t is finallv settled 
by the court it should Im* treated as final for six yeats. Hut in other 
oities when you are frivinpr him fM»wer of redneinfl* flu* taxes you should 
»l»o give the rbnirman the fKiwer of revising an aasi'hsment i|h€*r« lie 
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ha« reasons to believe fraudulent transactions have been perpetrated to 
the detriment of the Corporation. You know that there is no reme^ 
against fraud in the existing Act and in the BUI we are taking power 
to stop it. Are you going to assist me in my efforts and relieve the 
poor ratejwyers from jKiying for the rich? It should be looked at from 
this jx>int of view. 

The following motions standing in the name of Mr. D. J. Cohen 
were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“ Tliat clause 149(7) (r) be omitted.'’ 

“ If motion No. 298 be carried, that jirovisos (i) and (ii) to clause 
149(7) 1)0 omitted.” 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: I would like to accept Mr. Cohen’s next amend- 
ment with a slight jdteration. 

Mr. Cohen's motion w^as then put in the following form, namely, — 
That in clause 149(7), the word ” and ” at the end of provi.so (t) 
be omitted and after proviso (ii) (he following l>e inserttnl, namely: — 

* and (Hi) clause^ (c) shall not a]>ply to any valuation of any 
premises determined on appi^al to the Court of Small Causes 
or to the High Court as the case may 1 h*.’ ” 


The motion standing in the name of Babu Jatindra Nath Basil was 
then, by leave of the ('ouncil, withdrawn. 


Cr.AUSK 154. 


Bibtl AMULYA DHONE ADDY: T move that in claus<> ]54, line 3, 
for the word ” sixty ” the word thirty ” be substituted. 

Under this ehnise when any land or building has remained unoccu- 
piinl and unt>rodu< tiv<* of rent for a jx^riod of GO or more consecutive 
days, then the Isxeeutive Cffirer shall remit one-half of the owner’s 
share. If a land or a building is lying vacant for more than 60 days, 
then and then onlv, the own#r is entitled to a remission of one-half 
of the owner’s share of the munici|)ol rates. Mv suggestion is that the 
|X'Tio<l may be re<luc4Ml from 60 to 30 days. It would be a source! of 
hiirdshiti for the ow'ner of a house which is lying vacant for even 50 
days if he is j'alled u|ion to p«\ a full owner’s share of the municipal 
rates. He does not get any munici|x»l services for the time l>eing; and 
as .s(K>n as the premises are vacant, the supplv of water is cut off to 
his great inconvenience and hardship. I admit that, if the premises 
are vacant for three or four days, or for a week or even a month — the 
owner may he called upon to pay the owner’s share in full; but. Sir, 
if the house is vacant for, say, fifty days and if he ia called upon to 
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pay the owner’s share of the municipal rates in full then it is not fair 
alld equitable. 

I find, Sir, that under sec tion 187 of the Madras Munictinii Act, the 
period is 30 days instetul of 6(t days. It may Ih* saitl that that is a 
mufassal Act. but I find that in the Pn^ideucy of liomlmy, undef 
section 174 of the Bomlniy Municiftal Act, the i»eru)d is 30 days. If 
that be the law of llombuy, I fail to understand wl»y it should not ba 
so in Cab'utta. It may In* said that, under the Act, jis at present 
exlstiiijif, the jwriod is (>0 duys, but I niay 1 h> allowtsl t4> jsunt out that 
it is really a sourw* of f^reat hardship to tlu* owner and that is the rt*ason 
why I make tliis su^^gt'stion. 

Mr. D. «l. COHEN: My (d>jtH't in movinfr this amendment is to 
place the owners pnu ti<'}illy on a line with cK'cupiers. I'he ocrupier has 
only ^ot to pay (u\<*s for the |H*riod that In* ot'ciipies the liouse, Put 
the owner has fjot to |my not only for the jieriod that his housi' is ihm u- 
pied but for the i^*riod« iH’twtvn the time (hat the tenant reniovi*s and 
the tenant occupies the jduce, if su< h i*eri<»d be less than sixty consiM U- 
tive days. If his house is unoccupieil for fd) days he ths's not i^ct any 
remission. There are nniny cases 1 know where the o\un*rs are some- 
times forceil in order to r<‘nt their Inmsiw to rent it Ion* of rent for a 
day or two IsTore the iK'pinnin^ of the month. What dtH*s this mean? 
It means the owiu'r in order t^» secure that tenant whom he does not 
want to loose has to jxiv tuxi*H for the entire ts*riiHl tluil tin* house 
remains vacant if such jsoiod is less than -ixty days and it striki*^ me 
that it is rather Inird 14» pla<-e tin* owner in such a ilifficult isisjtion. I 
<'an understand it w'ill Is* said by the ('hairmun that the (’oi‘|H»ration 
are incflrrin^r ex|>enditurc all that time. It is true. But if the owner 
is calbnl ufMin tr> j»ay for thirl v conH<*rulive days I think tinit it will lie 
loiijf enouj;h and this will affonl the landlonl eonsid«‘nible relief. I 
sujqwrt the amendment. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ “isike in Ib*n>;ali «u[»|H»rtinif this 

amendment. 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: I l>e^ to ofi]iose the amend- 
ment. First of all this has l»een the law for all these >ears and it hue 
worke<l well. There has }s»en no complaint. The ordinary rule is 
that we should piv and the exception is that if the hous«» remaina 
unwmpied for GB days we ran pet remissum. Sir, this is another 
attempt on the |wrt of Ifiiullords to refuse |Htvmeiit, The result of these 
landlords’ resolution would Im* to throw burden on the issirer js'ople. 
Suppose *10 davs are accepted. Then the fVirfsiratinn wond hise abiiut 
3 or 4 lakhs of rujiees. [Mr, D. J. Ooiikx : Question!] I do noi 
aceept Mr. Cohen’s view of the matter, I have ray own information. 
Nfiw if that money is to be lost, who is to replace it? We will^ave fo 
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rais^ the taxen and the iworer people will have to pay. Sir, the very < 
reason why the landlords want this is sufficient proof tha^ the tasatien 
will fall on the poorer j>eople. 

Then, again, Mr. Addy argues that in Bombay the iieriod is 30 days, 
ksir, he is wholly wrong. The law there also is 60 days as will be seeu 
from the Bombay Municipal Act. The only question is that if the 
Corj)orati(>n does not get its dues then in order to make good its loss 
in this behalf, the ('or|K)ratioti mii.-tt tux the poorer ixmple. That is the 
argument. Tlie burden should rather fall on the landloids. Sir, thw 
has l)een woiking for the last 45 years and there has bt^eti no complaint 
and it has been left to my hon’])le friends to niise the question in the 
interest of landlords and to move this resolution. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW; I move that the proviso to clause 154 
be omitted. 

My iea'^f)fi for moving f(U‘ omission of the proviso is that it would 
cause liardship in many cases. Tt is ]H*rso!is in ]K>or circumstances, or 
thos(‘ who liavc title of limite<l ownership only, such as wldo\^s, trustees, 
etc., that arc umihh* tf» build on their lands. It uoiild h(‘ manifestly 
unjust to imposo a |K*nally <m tlicm. Besides Calcutta projxT is 
already <ivcrbuilt and (»|hmi sj)accs arc a ncc(‘ssity. In case of the 
suluirhs to la* addc<l, it would not 1 m‘ fair to dtquive them of a relief 
whiidi in tin* v(‘rv beginning tbe\ will so miudi aj>preciate. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I riso to suppoit this amend- 
meiit. ddie rctfuition of tliis clause is likfdv to cause great hardship to 
ciwnciM of vacant lands in (‘alcutta. In many cases, these owneis are 
|MK>r persons wlio ha^^‘ not the mom‘y with v\hi(h to erect huildmgs 
but ho ho|H' in some future tiim* to find resources mn c'ssarv for the 
purpose. Then theie are other considiTntions '•iich as ventilation, the 
lUM'ds of business and so forth. It is tnn* tliat there is a provision 
foi exemption fiom the o|x^ratioii of this proviscu But the |>oor and 
ignoiant |>eojde will find it extreiindv diliicult to take aclvantage of such 
exemption. T thert*foie urge that the proviso 1 h» omitted, and T ho|>e 
the suggestion will c'onnuend itself to the official Bench which now 
imludes among its occupants men like Babii ^urendra Nath Mallik 
and Bni Dr, Haridhan Diitt Bahadur whom I congratulate ou their 
promotion. ^ 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President returned to the (bamber 
and t(H)k the Chair. 1 

Babu AMULYA,DHONE ADDYi I have uiurh pleasure in supjKiri- 
ing the amendment of Raja Reshi'e Case TiHw. This proviso does not 
find its way in the Bill. Under this proviso if a land remains vacant 
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far tluree tlie owner will not be entitled to get remieeion irf the 
eiAier’s abare of the manioipal retet . This is the soggestioii whieh wee 
mede before the Corporation by our esteemed friend Mr. MaJlik^ «:» the 
Dhaimian thereof. It was fully discussed at ifle Corporation and the 
Dorporatson has rejected it by an overwhelming majority of votes» 4 » 
NTotwithstanding the fact our esteemed friend thought it fit to mo\*e this 
resolution in the Select Committee. It was also strongly opixised there« 
But it has l)een ac(^pte<i by the majority of the Members of the Com- 
mittee with certain modifications. Sir, we do not find such a [wovi- 
sion in any other Municifiol Art of India and I do not think «ny siHM'ial 
reasons have been given as to wliy this jirovision should 1)© iucorjiurated 
in the Bill. Of course the object of my hon’ble friend appears to be 
a noble one. lie wants to encourage the erection of buildings — he 
wants to encourage house accommodation and reiluce the nuit of build- 
ings in Calcutta. But I may say that this is not the remedy. 

There may li© sjierial reasons for the non-erection of buildings within 
the period of three years — the jKivertv of the oaner and (he incrtnis© in 
the cost of building matt^rials. 1 admit that very recently it has come 
down, hut still it is higher than liefore the outbreak of the war. I'he 
cost of lalniur has alno materially inmnised. We cannot, therefore, 
exi»ect the owner of land to enn't buildings unli^ss ho can ex|w»ct a 
reasonable profit out of it. The depw^sison in Imde is also n^sjKinsihl© 
for the non-erection of huihlings in (Uilcutia and liereavement in families 
may Im* another. 'Idie rate of iriteiest on (Government primiissory notes 
has gone up to (i |s*r f ent. free of income hix. Under these circum- 
stances you cannot exjM*ct a |M*rsoii to enut a building unless he set's 
the prosjK'ct «»f getting an income at least equal to tin* interest on (he 
Oovernnirnt irroinissory notes. 

Rai dOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE BMiillur: There is no Quorum, 
Sir. 

[Cn a count it was found that there was a quonim.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall not allow another count for the next half 
an hour. 

Blbu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs 1 have already stak'd the reasons 
for the non-erection of buildings. We realixe Municipal rates for ibo 
aerrices don© to owners of premises. What iw*rvices do you render 
them in connection with a vacant plot of land ? Surely you do nothing^ — 
no water-supply — no scavenging — nothing of the kind. The only service 
which U rendered in resfiect of this land if it abuts on a iwhiic street 
is the lighting of that street. Are you justified in forcing the owner 
of a vacant t^ot of land to pay a full owneris share of munici{«l ratea 
BotwithsUnding the fact that the land is vacant, notwithstanding the 
IrcI that no municipal services are rendered to him? It may be said 

SS 
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that I am a landhdder and, therefora, I am moving tliis^iesdltttioii. I * 
admit that I am a petty landholder but I am more a trader than a land- 
holder; and it is simply for the sake of justice that I am making this 
suggestion. Being a landholder I know the grievances of landholders. 

Mr. D. d. COHEH: I beg to support the amendment. I may at the 
outset say that I have every sympathy with the object which the Chair- 
man of the Corporation has in view, but my only object in moving this 
amendment is that I feel that it will create a lot of hard.ship on a very 
large number of people. I would like to draw the attention of this 
Council to item No. 312. These are the people who will suffer to a very 
large extent — the irakf people, the delrntter people — people who may not 
have sufficient money at their disposal to develop their lands. In the case 
of minors also, the guardian may not have sufficient money to develop 
|>articular properties, and in this connection I would draw the atten- 
tion of this Council to the wording of the proviso — ** Provided that, 
when any land, which in the opinion of the Corporation is suitable for a 
building site, is not adequately utilized. . . .** It may be im- 

possible for these people to adequately utilize such lands. It may also 
lie im|K>Hsible for certain other poor people who have just one small 
building and who have not got sufficient money to add to that building 
or to develop the site. If may be impossible for such people adequately 
to utilize their lands. Should these yxMiple lie called upon to pay 
higher taxes? If this particular proviso could be so amended that it 
would not affect these jieople, I for one would be pre^^mred to accept 
it, liecause I do fwd that there are ver>^ good gniunds for a proviso 
of this description in the case of gentlemen who are more speculators 
and M'ho merely purrlms<^ land.s only for the purjiose (»f selling them at 
r later date at a higher pricxs. ' 

Rai FAHINDRALAL DE Bthtduf. Tlie proviso is unjust. The 
resources of the owner may not be adequate to build a bouse within the 
fieriod mentioned and simplv for that reason be will be refused consider- 
ation regarding the con.solidated rates. A house property is generally 
more imying than a vacant plot and it is to the interest of the owner 
to construct a building then\ but then be will build according bis own 
oonvenience and no time-limit should b<* projx>sed there. I may add 
that this ivS a dejKirture from the old Art, where no such provision 
exists. ^ 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BABU: My objection to the inroviso is 
that it is an undue interference with the rights of the people. It con- 
templates a strange state of things. It contemidaies that men would 
Iw so perverse as to act against their own interests. Tt would be 
extraordinary that a man who holds land would leave it unoccupied or 
without building on it if be could possibly avtiid doing so. It is only 
««cep^i^nal circumstances that compel a man to leave bis land ▼acaiit« 
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Cirolltll9illno<^«) aa we Have now may attpen'ene. For tiiMlance^ we 
aie now fattMl with the effei*t« of the war, the slump in intemntioiial 
trade, the occupation of Ruhr by the French, etc. If the Chairman 
iimtead of inserting this proviso could persuade the French to withdraw 
from the Ruhr region — ^ m 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order! It it quite inelevani to the matter 
nnder discussion. 


RalM dATINORA NATH BASUs What I mean is this: that if trade 
develops there would Ihv no occasion for this. People will invest money 
in building o^wrations and would not allow their land to lie vacant. The 
reason why they do not build is that trade ia not brisk and money i* 
very dear. Tiu* rhairman of the Corporation by insisting U[»f)n the 
insertion of this pnwiso in the Bill is trying to force the laws of iwli* 
tical economy. The jH^oplc of Calcutta are such great fools us to leave 
their lands unused without trying to derive some income by building 
upon or otherwise using them if they can affiud to do it. VV’hy insi'rt 
this iirovisi) to ctmijiel jH*oj»le to build? ITucre are circumstances wbi<’h 
prevent tlicm from doing so. If si<le by side with this |>roviso (lovern* 
ment had introduc<Ml a jwoviso providing money at reasonable rates of 
interests wbi< b tbc.s4‘ owners would n*<|uire for the pur|M>se <»f buildiog 
uism their lamN. then that would have Wri pro|s*r. If a provision could 
lie inserted in the Bill that money would be advanciMl for building pur- 
poses (ben yon < ould insist uj»on this proviso and com|i»d men to build. 
You have not (Init proviso and you want to comjHd a man to build, 
Tliere is no monoy now in Cab utta either in the Banks or in the markid. 
It is an extratirdinarv provision. 

Mr. *ABDUR RAHEEM: 1 move that in proviso to clause 151, 
line 1. after llu* word “ land ” the words not Isung wahf profaM'ly 
nor the projierty of the minor ** la* inserted. 

It has Ihth laid down in the proviso that if any land whi< h is siiil- 
*able for a building is not utiliwHl for such a purimst? for a la^riod of 
more than three years, I ho right to remission of rates on account of 
vacancy shall bifise. I consider that an excejition should la* made in 
cases <if profierties Isdcuiging to wakf estates and to minors who ai** 
not in a fsisition t(» put up buildings. For instances if a plot of land 
lieiongs to a trakf or tiehniter estate and the mutwalli or trustee who- 
ever may l»e in charge of such land has no funds provided for a building, 
or in case a minor, the minor either has no money or if he has money 
he has no competent person to arrange or sufiervise the construction work. 
In such cases, it would not fair for tbe Oirjioratiori to take advan- 
tage of their helplessness and Ui levy full rates in their cases. I them- 
fore propose the insertion of the words ** not lieing ttakf f>ro|ierty nor 
the property of a minor after the word " land in the first line of the 
proviaa. 


N 
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Bi*u SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I move tlmt in olauee 154* 
proviso— ^ • ♦ 

(a) in line 6, for the word otherwise ** the word not ** be 

substituted ; 

(b) in line 7, after the word ‘'is ** the word “ not ‘‘ be Inserted; 

and 

(c) in lines 11, 12 and 13, the words “ or in order that it may be 

used for the purposes of trade or commerce or on any other 

similar ground be omitted. 

At the very outset I must say that I entirely agree with the views 
expressed by Mr. Cohen and Mr. Abdur Raheem in their respective 
remarks, namely, that jwotection should be given to bom fide poor and 
helpless persons. T have not the least objection to it. In fact I welcome 
it and I have asked Mr. Goode to draft out some sort of amendment 
which will help us, because he will do it in a far better manner than 
I can do it. But there is something which I must explain to the 
House. My friend, Babu Jatindra Nath Basil, has been discussing 
without sufficiently apjireciating what I really aim at. I say that here 
is a piece of land which you have imrchased. If you do not build upon 
if for three years or oth(*rwise utilize it then for these three years T 
am willing to give you a remission of 75 jier cent. But if you persist 
in leaving if vacant after that jieriod, I would ask you nothing more 
than to ]my half the rates. Then where do these things of international 
politics come in? 

Mr, PRESIDENT, You need not refer to them — I have already 
ruled them to he irrelevant. 

Babii SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Very well. Sir. then I shall 
first of all give the reasons why this provision is necessary. It may l)e 
that a |X)or man cannot build on his land for three years. I am per- 
fectly willing to grant an exemption in resf^eci of his land or in respect 
of a pro|K*rty l>elonging to a minor or helpless widow. By all means 
give protection in such cases. But why give it to a landlord — or rather 
to a land grabber? We are losing almut three lakhs every year for 
this in the Corpomtion. Ix>ts of land have been reclaimed by the 
ralcntta Improvement Tnist at considerable expense. The land 
grabbers have purchased lots of these lands and are sitting 
tight on them without building on them or otherwise utilizing them. 

I f in a large area 20 or more people purrha.se lands and only one or two 
build on them and the rest leave them idle, what is the result? The 
result is that the Corporation has to supply all the amenities them — 
lighting, water-supply, conservancy, etc., withcmt getting a return of 
one-tenth of what they should get. You leave the land idle beeauae 
you know that to keep a piece of land vacant in such areas without builds 
ing OP it is far more prohtahle than to build on it. That appeara tnm 
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tpeecli of Babo Amolya Dbone Addy. You automatioally f«t |i 
rill in value m 8 to 10 per cent every year, and the reauifc i« that thin 
money is not forthcoming to the rorpomtioii, although the Corpora* 
lion is losing so much in service. We had to spend Rs. 68,000 for 
additional conservancy servii'e for these {daces wiihut getting anys 
adequate return. This year we have to provide about Rs. T8,000 in 
the northern part of the toan on account of the activities of ray friend, 
Mr, Emerson, the Chainnan of the Inumivement Trust. We are 
losing money on the one hand and you are making profit on the other. 
And if I say that you will have to piiy something after three years 
if you keep your land idle, you will say I am doing an injustice. 
Then again, who will lose money in the eiulP It is the {KKir man 
again. If you purcha^te a land at Rs. 3,000 per cotta and keep it idle 
without even having a hustee on it, the result is I have got to asm^ 
the land not at its proper value under the law hut on the value on which 
it can be let out. The letting value cuiinot Rs. 15 per month or 
Rs, 180 a year, and I have to ussi'.ss it at 3 or 4 rupees a (otta. That 
is how 12 annas in the ru|iee is gone. Then again remission to the 
extent of 75 |H‘r cent, ha.s to he given for vacancy and the result is I get 
only one anna in the nijiee for the rales and this for all the exjienses I 
have to incur. You will not build «ui tho land, nor will you allow 
other peoph‘ to (Kcupy it, lsH'aus<* you know that as soon as you get a 
suitable purchaser you will have to gtve vacant pissession of the land. 
Over and ttlsive all this you gt*t an unearned incr^'ment every year. Is 
it just — i.s it fair to the (Wixiration ? By all means safeguard the i 
interest of the i>oor, helple.ss widow.s, wafk piojierty, dt ftuftrr property — 

1 have not a word to say against that. But whenever you get a cum^ 
of a fierson (leliljenitely taking advantage of his unearned incr«*ment and 
putting all the exptuiditure ujwn us, is it fair that I have got to take 
only one anna in the rujwe, whereas I shall take full 16 annus fixun 
other {KXir {nHiple? My friend, ])r. Banerjea ha.s said that it will 
operate very harshly on the fs*ople. Well, 1 can understand him— ha 
8oes not know the working of the rorp>ration. But what alxnil my 
friends who, knowing everything about it, still }N>rsist in saying that 
this provision is unnecessary? If you persist in this, you will have to 
raise the rates to Rs. 20 or Rs. 21 next year and who will suffer then? 
The floor pi*o|de certainly. Is it proja^r that you should do this? It is 
not to the interest of the t'orfioralion, or the jieople at large, hut only 
to the interest of the landlords i»r worse still — the land grahlmrs, and 
it is on account of this reason that this amendment should bo rejected. 
At I have said, I am perfectly willing to give exemption in the case 
of bma fide poor persons or in the ease of xtakf prO{>eriy or d4!butivr 
property. 

Mr. i* W# GOODE S Government would acxcept a portion of 
lEr. Babeem't proposal, that is, the addition of the words ^tng 
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«a*/ prop^.” We think it unneoMga.7 to add the worde » nor th. 
property of a minor/ » because many o*her properties might equahy 
deee^e e.empt.on, e.^ a widow’* property, L. »o we would ^ 
to have a more general clause to cover such cases. I would aC^ 

errors, and (c) of his amendment we would also accept. If, howevw 
this last amendment is accepted without some ciuslificltion it will leave 

trlT'" r?" ^ “““ *• — -V thala nTh 

m. re gener^ discretion should be left to the Coiporation thaj YS 

^ ''u?(?««t that after omitting 

the words or in order that it may be used for the purposes of tradf 
or commerce or on any other similar ground ” after the Xd “ ventill 
tioii we should add the following words, vis., “or that in their 
opinion special circumstances exist which render it impracticable for 
he owner or the user of the land to utilise it.” The Co^itn can 
take all circumstances into account and decide whether this clause 
should bo brought into operation. 


R«l FANIDRALAL 06 Bahadur; 

proviHo will apply to tank filled lands. 


May I inquire w'hether the 


i.. *:T.'rxr“ w: 
=xr,,r:L.« 

Fity for the word adequately ** in (his Drovis/> Tho i 
is whether the f'or,H.r«tion would allow a remission Jf thiSourtha^f 
the rates and taxes, and if there is a ou^storied building wh^ a 
four-storwl budding could exist, 1 do not see whv the owner nf *1. 
house should not get a remission in the oidinarv ' course If » m^n 
has twiMhmls ojien space in the place of one-thinl, it may be «iid That 
that »« cover^ by the proviso that it is ueoes'sary for th* 

land to he le t open for the jmrpose of ventilation. I„ ordJr to safe! 
^Md these things I hope the Government will consent to ^ 
word adequately which really should not find a place in thi.^vi!«! 
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IW Or. HARIDHAN OUTT OMri I fed tJ-t *W I wanted 

«y kM eiready been said by my friend Mr. Cohen and othen. I 
ITtil *“ “y Wend. Dr. Banerjea, that when he epoke 

U»^ •** ““‘*® * error. If theee 

^ni% *•“" pointed out how a larffe 

hZMht "“"“J*" ««• no’^ ».vin«r in the hand, of .p^oS- 

ktor* who are .tandin^r in the way of an admjuate nnmlier of houne. 

being built in Cal. utu.. If .„yb,Kly ho. paaTed through Uie cLtral 

»it^ hLTr! ^ i ‘'"7’-*’*" beautiful building 

Mtes ha^e bwn lying va. anl for more than three vear.. After 25 year'. 

md rril “'i. 

>ou go f. the .l.stant parta of the city, you will find innumerable build- 
, >>ng 'aeant whiidi Khould have been occupied by suitable 

buuld.ngH l|y. this time. So my friend’a argument about helping the 
I j nuking h.. omi.ss.on of thin proviso aWlutely falls to the 
ground. 1 ut all the same my feeling is this: that this proviso should 
be modified to protect those who may have real diffiiullies in building 
^imn the sites, and I w.ml.I lake the privil,.go of pointing out that the 

modification .-ould la-M I by the omi.ssion of the last five line* 

of the pn.Mso allogelhei aii.l liv making it lea.l like this;--” Cnleas 
the ( onioratioii exempt such land from the oiwration of this proviso 
for any suHi, lent reason." What that sufti. ienl reason would b<. must 
Im- left to the .liM letioii of the C..r(M.ratioii. If we want to include all 
possihle ohjectionH we will l.av,. to make a long list of them, and f 
for mvs..lf would Imivo it to the grant sense of the CoriKm.tion. I ,lo 
not know whether my siigg.-slion would he nrceptable, hut U. me it 
apiwars that it will .solve the dilHcult problem. 

The m.Uion that ti.e jirovis., to danse 164 !«, omitt«l was then put 
division taken f^inninarily in thn (liamW. 

. The Ayes la-ing K and the Noes 24. the moliou was .l.a-laresl lost. 

Mr. Ahdur Itubcem'H motion was then put and agreed to in the 
folbwiu^ form: 


" That in thf pn.viffo to rl.uw. 154, lini® 1, aft«^r the word ^ Iwid ’ 
the wurdw ‘ not heing inikf or drhvtter j>ro|M*ny.' " 

^ Babu Surendra Nath Mullik’« motion waa then put and agreed t<» 
in iha following unKliBef! form: — 

** That in elauAe 154 pniviito — 

(a) in line 0, for the word * otherwine * the word ' not ' b# 
eub^tituted ; 

(5) in line 7, after the word ' ie * the word ‘ not ' bi» inaertodi 
and * 
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(c) lu lines 11, 12 and 13, for the words ' or in order ih&t it may be 
used for the purpose of trade or commerce or bn any othbr 
similar ground * the words * or tiiat in their opinion special 
circumstances exist which render it impracticable for the 
owner or lessee to utilize the land as a building site ' be 
substituted.’’ 


Clacsb 166. ^ 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREBWAR RAY: I move that after clause 
165, the following be added, namely: — 

“ Explanation . — A building shall be deemed to be unoccupied even 
when, with the previous sanction of the Executive Officer, it 
is left in the occupation of caretakers not exceeding three 
in number.” 

This amendment speaks for itself. Being a mufassal man myself 
I am rather anxious for the mufassal i>eople. It is to give some 
people of the mufassal who have gf»l houses here but for the greater 
part of the year live in the mufassal. These houses, therefore, for all 
practical j)uriK)8evS, remain unoccupied, but some caretakers have to 
remain during the absence of the owners. I therefore hope that this 
amendment might be accepted. 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH MALLIK: I do not think my friend tho 
Kumar Sahil) is serious in asking us to accept a hou.m* as vacunt when 
it is occupied by three care-takers. I simply wotuler how he can make 
HU( h an nb.surd proposal. You will go to ItenareM leaving thaee hous 
in your house as luiretakers and you will want remission of rates. I 
wonder his stretch of imagination can go so far. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

lleit' the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


ChAV^n 166. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: I move that in line 2 of the proviso to clause 156 
the won! ” working ” be iiise»rted after the word ” seven.” 

The |K)sition is ibis. We have already accepted that an owner in 
order to get the }>enefit of remission must prove that his house has beeoi 
vaeaut for at least 60 consecutive days. He has, I submit, got to do 
something more. He has got to send the notice the very day the house 
falls vacant because be is only allowed remission from the day the 
notice is received; or in other w'ords if a man delays by a day or two 
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<Uy« in mding kis uoCice, «lUioaf)i he ctn prove tkat Ida kooao kaa 
keen vacant 4or 60 conaecutive daya, ke will not gret tko kcnefii of tka 
romiaaion. Tke Select Committee k«a improved mattera to tliia extent 
ikat tkey have iuaerted a proviso — ** Provided that, if the notice ia 
deliveipd within eeveu days ot tke vacancy, the remiaaion akail kn 
allowed from the date of the vacancy/' Tlus is good; hot it hapiwna 
aometimes, for instance during the Puja and Xmas holidays iliat 
the seven days are taken up by holidays, so there is no advantage 
gained iu those cases. is for this reason that I want the word 
** working " to he inserted l>e<'ause holidays jaill not l>e couute<L There 
is no loss to the Corjwrutiou in accepting my amendment as the owner 
has got to prove that his huusi^ has lH*eu vacant frt>m the ilate noted 
in his letter. 

Mr. $. W. GOODE: 1 may |K)int out to Mr. ('ohen that when the 
Munici])a] Office is shut during the Christmas hoUj||ys, all work d<»es 
not (ease and if the notice is received in tlie office during the holidays 
Mr. Cohen a^ill still get the lieneht of that notice, hut what he is asking 
for in effect is this, that the 7 days shall not begin to run until the 
office is reoi>enc(l. That will lie unreaHonnlde. If the notice is sent 
during the holidays, provided it is s<»nt within seven days from th« 
date the vacancy commenced, the Cor|>oration do allow the vmancy to 
be couiiUhI. 1 am afraid that we cannot actept the amendment 

Blbu tlATINDRA NATH BAtU: May I [xiint out to Mr. (looda 
that the wonl “ deliver»*d stands in the way. If the word hud been 
** de*ipatrlicd ” or “ sent,” it would have met the oas<\ 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: There are alu'ays caretakers in niunici|nil 
offices 1o whom notices ( an lx* given or they can lx* sent to the AsM«*sHor's 
house if that is more convenient. 

Tile motion uu.s ])Ut ami lost. 

Claisk 167. 

dATINORA NATH BASU: I move that in clause 157, line 3, 
for the wonls ” six months ” the words ** one year ” lie suhstitutod. 

Mr. B. W. GOODE: We accept the amendirient. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Ct.ArsE 160. 

’ Mf* OEPUTY»RREBIOENTl In the absence of Hai Mahondni 
Ckondra Mitra Bahadur, I beg leave to move the ameddmeni which 
ftonds in his name. 


Mr. RRiilOENTs Tea. 
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Mr. OERITY-PIIESIOilits I heg to move that in danse 160, 
lines 2 and 3, the words “or is valued at less than two handred 
rupees “ be omitted. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The idea is that we should relieve poor* people 
from the trouble of being compelled to pay. They will no doubt be 
charged by the owners just the same. It will also save the Corporation 
from the inconvenience of having too large a number of small build- 
ings. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Clause 1G2. 

The following amendment of Rhah Syed Knidadul Htiq was, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn 

“ That clause 162 (7), be omitted.** 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: I beg to move that in clause 
162 (/), the proviso be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Pleose move umondmeiit No. -'Vdl also. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: T move that in clause 162 (2), 
line 4, after the words “ standing thensm ** the following l)e uddcnl, 
namely, — 

“ Subject to the the terms of a eontract to the contrarv.” 

V 

I suggest that they may he put to vote st^panUely , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, they will lie. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: The proviso which I suggest 
deleting altogether runs as follows: — 

“ Provided that if the owner of the hustec is also the owner of the 
huts therein, no such reduction shall la* made.” 

Under the Act, in the case of husters^ the consolidated rate is real- 
i*ed from the owner. Under the At t of 1876, the municipal rates used 
to be realised from the hut-owners dire< tlv , hut when the Bill of 1888 
was under discussion in the Bengal Ts*gislatve Council, Sir Henry 
Harrison stated that the charges for the coIlp<tion of rates directly 
from the hut-owners were very heavy and, therefore, he suggested that 
these rates should be realised not from the hut-owners directly b^i 
from the hartee-owners themselves. He also suggested that a remission 
at the rate of 12J per cent, might be paid, but it was objected to. His 
suggestion, however, was accepted by the Council, *rhi8 proviso is iu>i 
ID existence now and it will appear from the proceedings ot the maeluigs 
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of ik% C^HTporatton whick have hmn printed and circalat«d| that ihiy 
iaVe BuggeAeA that thia proviso shonld be deleted altogoiber^ and that 
i« the saggestion wktoh has also been made by the British Indian Aaio« 
oiation, the Marwari Association, and the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce. I am really sorry that the suggestions of these pnbhio 
bodies, have been ignored and what is more, the unanimous opinion of 
the Corporation in this matter has also lieen ignored. 

The remission is given not only to meet the collection elmrges but 
also to meet the losses which may l»e sufferecl by the 6ii«fee-owneiit for 
the vacancy of the laud in the Imstee, for the removal of huts by the 
tenants and also for the destruction of huts by tire. If most of the 
huts in a hustre are destroywl by fire, then the bwjitcc-owner is 
not entitled to get any remission a*hatever. He is lK>und to pay full 
rates in re«f)e<'t of the huts though they are destroyed by fire. It is sig- 
nificant. 1 do not grudge the remission in other cases, but whut I bi'gto 
submit is that this proviso should be deleted altogether. If a hut is 
is desirnywl by fir**, why should not this relief 1 h* granted to hiinK Not 
only that, but it is also most inconvenient for the officers of the Cor^ 
{Miration to prepait* rati'-bills acconfingly. The Assessor has to {tre|aira 
a list of hut.s in order to find out the valuation of Uie huts which 
belong to the tenants and also of thow* Indonging to the owner. That 
is the reason why the departmental head and the (’or|s>mtion of Cal- 
cutta are o{){>ok<h1 to it. With these remarks, I beg to submit that this 
{iroviso should be deleted. 

As regards the other (juestion that the words “ siibjiM t to the terms 
of the (HUitract to the contrary ** Imi inserted, umler flie liiw, the 
tenant i.*' Ismiul to pay the full share of the muni< ipal rub’s in connw- 
iion ^ith huts und half of the municipal rates in conntHdion 
with land, l»ut generally, under the terms of leaw, the hiit-owner is to 
{»ay the full rniiuicipal rat<*s to the landlord. Therefore, I suggest 
that them* words be inserted. 

Mr. S. W, GOODE: The percentage of remission or one might rather 
say commission is the remission whicdi is allowed to the bindlord under 
this section in lieu of first, the ex{ienses which he im uiM in collecting 
the taxes from his tenants or the hut>owners, and w’condly, as commu- 
tation of refunds owing to huts fxnng pulbnl down, i.e., for vucariciea. 

Now aa regards the first fwint, that is a set-off against collection, 

It surely is obvious that if the owner of the land or the bii<fee*owner is 
ldiw> the owner of the huts, it is quite reasonable that be should be liable 
for the entire taaes and, if so, why should we give him 12J yier cent. 
300101 ission for collecting the rates from himself P 

As regards the second point, the commutation for refunds on accouuf 
id huts being pulled down, it has to be remeinliered that if be buitdi 
idditional huts during the jieriod of assesiuoent, be is not^raf^d for tbu 
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additians that he makea. He ia to abide by the valuation vhidi haa 
been made for the period of the aaaeeament, so that there i& very lit^ 
force in that suggestion. With reference to the proposal for the dele- 
tion of the proviso, we think that it is essential that it should remain in 
thc*^ Bill. 

As regards the addition which Babu Amulya Dhone Addy wishes ^ 
to make under his amendment No. 321, I agree with the principle. It 
is reasonable that if there is a special agreement between the landlord 
and the tenant, they should abide by that in the payment of the rates, 
but it is absolutely unnecessary to insert this in the statute because ^it 
must be assumed that any general ]>rovi8ion under this Act which pro> 
vides for the division of rates between the landlords and tenants is sub- 
ject — as between the contracting parties — to any special contracts which 
may l)e made between these two parti(*s. The Bengal Tenancy Act 
exj[)ressly secures the raiyat from a contract oi>iK>seil to the provisions 
of that Act, but in this Bill, there is no such clause over-riding special 
contracts. In the Bill, we state the normal division of the rates but 
so fur as the tenant and landlord are concerned, this division may be 
varied hv (contract. This amendment is, therefore, unnecessary'. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

Ci.ArsE 16(5. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ ask<*<l f(>r leave to witlidraw the 
following amendment : — 

Thai in clause 166, i>enultimate line of the proviso, the words 
‘ for more than one year ' lx‘ omitted,” 

The inoli<m was, by leave of the Council, withdmwn. 

CI.AUSB 171. 

Rija RE8HEE CASE LAW: I move that in clause 171, lines 2 and 
4, the words ” owner or ” be omitted. 

Mf# S» W. COODE: 1 might just as well intervene and say that 
we accept this amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

CuirsK 176. 

amulya dhone ADDY: I move that clause 176 be omitted; 
if this motion Ire not c4imed I would move— 

(1) that in clause 176(7), line 1, for the word “ five the word 

” two ” be substituted ; and 

(2) that in clause 176(7), line 2, for tbe word ** shall ** the word 

“ may be substituted. 
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Tiim i» no tax <m dogs under the existing Act and tim license Offiest 
%f the Caldhtta Corporation has stated that it would be very diMcoll 
for him to collect this tax. Therefor© I do not think that it would be 
adyisabie to levy any tax on dogs. I am assuming for argumenl*a sake 
that Biy suggestion will not be accepted by this rouncil and theif \I 
would suggest that the wonl shall ** be substituted by the word “ may ** 
because that is the reconiuieiidation of the Cor|)oration of (Wcutta. 
Some memWfM of the rorporation are of opinion that this tax should not 
be levied and that suibcient gn>unds have not Wn stateil as to why it 
should W levied. Tbert'fore they want to make an impiiry whether it 
would l)e advisable to levy this tax. That is the reamm why the Cor- 
pi>nition of (^alruttu has suggestcnl that this should l»e left entirely to 
the discretion of the (\M*|>orntimi. The (Vir|H>rati(>n should not lie 
forwd to levy this tax. 1 suggest also that for the wonl “ five ** the 
word *' two " he substituted. Under the original Bill, the sum was 
two rupees and not five and it has be<»n stateil that this pro|s>sal has 
been made not wilh a view to get revenue out of it, hut to have (h© 
registration oi dogs. Now a sum of R.s. 2 will suffice for the registra- 
tion of dogs. T Wg to submit that it is quite unnecessary, Im'cuus© if 
it lie the objec t of tin* Committee to have stray or diseaseil dogs n'gis- 
tered, then I may lie allowiMl to say that there is a MfXM'ifK’ provision to 
this effect in the PobVe Act and the (Commissioner of Police luis lieen 
entrusted with this dutv. Therefore, it is quite unnecessary to have the 
registration of dogs. Then I beg to submit that the Bengiil National 
Chamber of Commerce of which 1 am a memln'r is strongly «q»|s»s<Hl to 
it. The British Indian Assmiation has stahMl that the sum should !)• 
redui'ed to one riijiee. 


ni Or. HARIDHAN DUTT BMlir: What is it in Bombay F 


Bibu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: I do not exactly remem Iwr, othor- 
wi.se I would have quoteil it. Therefore, I beg to submit that this mic- 
tion should he omitted altogether and that therf* should Im» no lax on 
dogs. «*rondU, it is very difficult to colbn’t this tux, thirdly, the matter 
should be left entirely to the discretion of (he Corjstration ; and fourthly, 
the amount shouhl not he more than rujiees two as provided in the 
original Bill. 

Baby HEM CHANDRA NABKER: Dogs are porfectly docile ani- 
mals, They keep watch at night. In (’n)cutta pnqier, dogs in piicca 
houses might Ik* a luxury, Imt they are not so in the added areas, such ^ 
as Karara. Tangru and other places infested with thieves, etc. It will 
be a great hardship to the people if they are to pay taxes for kefqnng 
dogs. I do not understand why the Bill is silent almut cats and birdf 
of Calcutta. They occap>* tb© same poeitiou as dogs. So I support th« 
amendment. 
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Mr. ABOUR RAHEBM: I beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn r 

** That in clause 176(i), line 1, for the word * five ’ the Word 
‘ twelve ' be substituted.” 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: I move that in clause 176(i), line 1, 
for the words ” not exceeding five rupees ” the words “ of one rupee ” 
be substituted. 

The object of this amendment is shortly this : that there is no reason 
W'hy you should assess more than a nominal tax upon dogs. They do 
not in any way add to the burden of the municipality. 

The Hoffi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I just want to 
say on bi^half of Government that we opiK>se these amendments. I 
think that there is a general consensus of opinion which appears from 
the amendments that have Wn moved that a tax on dogs should be 
levied. Then the question is, what is to l>e the sum. It seems to me. 
that there is some difference of opinion ul)out that matter. One of the 
amendments fixes it at Rs. 2 and another at Re. 1. I want to point 
out that all that we pro|K>se under the Bill is that the tax levied 
shall not ex<‘ee(l Rs. 5. My hoirhle friends do not seem to have laid 
any stress u]K>n that j^rovision. It is ojH‘n to the (.\>rjH)ration o reduce it 
to Rs. 2, or Re. 1, or even to eight annas if they think fit. Discretion 
is given to the r<>riK>ration. We only fix the maximum. Therefore, 
then* need 1 h' no alarm alnuit the tax that would levied uiam the 
ownerH of dogs. Dr. Thuitlcv tells me that it is very necessary to regulate 
the k<»eping of dogs. There has been a very consi<lcrahle increase of 
cases of hydrophobia off late. So, the position of Government is this: 
Wf* ask the Houw- to accept the principle of taxation on dogs, the maxi- 
mum is Rs. 5, and the roqxiration is at liberty to reduce it to any figure 
it clux>8e9. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 wi«h to tell mv friend, at 
once that 1 «m in ftvvour of n dojr tux. This qiiegtion wns di9cua««d in 
all it. lioarins:. in the Corixiration and we reali.ed that unleM we put 
Home »ort of tax on do^s, it would be difficult for u» to live in the 
city in unfety. The dogs are prolific nniraals and if they are left alone 
we will find that every creek and corner in Calcutta will be infeated with 
stray doff, havinr no master to control them and the result would be 
that there would he a spread of rabies all over. If valuable dofts belong, 
ing to private citisens of Calcutta are allowed to roam about in the 
streets of C^ilciitta along with the stray dogs and if the police go and 
kiU aoir. of them, naturally the citisens will object. So, sort at 
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w abwJ^teiy aecemswy to protect tli© livfo of tl»«Nio filtt* 
iKk dog$> My fri^d forgeU that if you want to have thc^au do|^ rtgtM* 
tored, you mmi have eome aott of tax. A» ha« hoen pointed out hy 
Ih© Hon*bl© the Minister, for the preveniitui of rabiea it i» necessary 
that there should be a tax on dofts. We diacuased also the point whethef 
the tax ahould not lie eijfht annas only. The difficulty ia that it would 
not meet the ex{ienaeei of coll<H'tk>n. That is the reason why, if you 
lUow taxation, you inu.st jrive sufficient scope to the Oon>oration to 
tnake it worth their while to coJle<*t the tax. 

The motions standinjr in the name of Biibu Amulya Dhone Addy were 
then put and lost. 

The niotion standinp in the name of Raja Reshec l^^w was put 
snd lost. 


(\ArsK 177. 

The foliowinjf amendnu'nt standiiijr in the names of Bahu Amulya 
Dhone Addy and Bahu Hem ('lmt»dra Nusker was, by leave of the (’ouii- 
i^il, withdrawn : — 

** That claus«‘ 177 lx* twiiitted.” 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAWS I to move that in clause 177(/) 
for sulM’lause (ft) the following Iw sul>stituted — 

(h) Ktarn[> a mnnlH^r s|H*cified in the said license on the collar 
of the doju:.” 

My reason is (d»vious fnini the w'onlinjf i»f the amendment. The 
icket may lost or torn away hv the dojc or any of his eomrodes and 
:hus ermte (lifli< «ilties. This would 1 m* obviated if the numlH*r wore 
(tamped on the <*ollar, st» that there w<mld bo no fear of effacement. 

Mr. t. W. GOODE: We may take it that ordinarily there must Im* 

\ metal disc atfixed to the collar of the dofr at the time of reja^^istration. 
The Raja Kahih will reco^niw* that any ti|rure printer! cm) leather con* 
itantly HO«k«Hl in the lains will Ik* quiikly obliterated. It would not 
)©a permanet mark. In thew* circumstances, I opjK>se the amendnieut. 

Tile motion was then, by leave of the (Vomcil, withdrawn. 

OilNt AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I mov© that in clause 177(5), 
be words “ cither, (<i) to be destroyed, or '* \m omitted. 

It will appear from the sub-claus© that if po person satisfies the" 
^MTporatioD that he is the owner or keeper of such dog, or jmys the 
mid tax on dog with costs, the Corporation may cause the dog either to 
j© destroyed or to l»e sf»Id. What I beg to submit is that 1 have not the 
(lightest objection to the sale of such a dog, hut I strongly object to 

deetruction of an anminl for the non*paytaent of the tax. *The dog 
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is a very useful animal and plays an important part at night. It is bettm 
than eren a constable and, therefoire, simjdy (m the ground of n<i^a« 
payment of the tax, it is not advisable to •destroy a dog. It is said that 
the object is to destroy a stray dog or a diseased do^f. . I have not the 
slightest objection to this. There is a specific provision to that offect in 
the Police Act. The Commissioner of Police has been authorised to 
destroy such a dog, but if the dog be not a diseased one and if it be not 
a stray one, but simply if the owner of the dog has neglected to pay 
the tax, would the Corporation be justified in causing the destniction of 
such an useful animal? The Marwari Association took stmng excep- 
tion to this. They are strongly of opinion that it ,wouId lie an inhuman 
act on the part of the CoriK>ration and therefore they are opposed to it. 

Mr. D. li. COHEN: What about the Bengal National Chamlier of 
Commerce? (Laughter.) 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE AODY: I am very glad that the Bengal 
National ChamWr of Commerce of which the Ilon’hle Raja Reshee Case 
liaw is the President and which consists of men of business of Calcutta, 
are strongly opposed to it. 

Bai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadiir; What about the British 
Indian Association P (Lauffhf-er.) 

****** DHONE ADDY: I am really sorry that the very 

name of that Association has been laufrhed at, hut that association con- 
sists of the leadinfr landholders of raleiitta. Now these three public 
Imdies have strongly objected to it. I strongly object on the ground 
that It would he an inhuman act on the part of the Ooriwration to 
destroy such a dog. 


Mr. 8. W. COOOE: I strons-ly sympathiae with tlie doff. It ia 
placed in an awkward position in luiin,- made liable to l« shot for it, 
master s parsimony, hut I am afraid that the alternative is not accept- 
aide. If you throw a lot of do,rs on the market at once, they will com- 
mand no price Fiiless Balm Amulya Phone Addy can ^larantee that 
these dops will find purchasers, I am afraid there is no other remedy 
except to adhere to the Bill. ^ 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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and 4. the words owner or be omitted. 

Fuder this clause the Corporation may require the owner m- ocenmew 
of a buildinir or a place of bnainess to forward a list of nwnea of ^ 
mna exercising or carrying on . imofeaaimi. trade or • calling etc ^ 
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v« wm all awai^, buildings ara leased out to tenaata and tbe teiMta 

E o kttse tbem out to suli-ienauts. Tbaivfon^, it is diiicuU lor ib* 
nor ol sueb a building to ascortasn tbo namos ot firrsons vho oory on 
linfuss there.' He may be an absentee land!i»rt! and in that house U^re 
may bh iK) to 40 penawia tuiryiiig on business. The only ))erson whom 
the owner is expeided to know is (he tenant ami not his sub-tenants. So 
it would be hardship if the owner is caHetl u|a>n to give this tiilorma* 
tiem and in default is draggwl Wore the Criminal Cmirt. Moreover* 
there is no such pnivision in the existing Act. 

SHAH SYED EMDAOUL HAQ addn^ssml the t'ouncil in llengali 
ill sup()ori of (he motion. 

Mr. t. W. GOODE: On Isdialf of Oovemment 1 lH*g to ucc<‘pt the 
umemlment. 

The motion was then pul and agr<*<Hl to. 

Ci.Ar.HF. 1 82 , 

1 

Mni AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that clause 1H2(6) be 
oniitte<l. 

Under the existing Act the owner of a market ran lie enforceil to 
pay a siuiveiiging tux in accorrlaiice with the numlier of animals kept 
in the market. In the case (if an ordinary market he cannot b«* rullwl 
iijMin to jiuy the H<'uvenging tux in addition to the owner’s share as well 
as the tH:cupier’s share of the municijiul rales. Now, Sir, why does he 
jiay a consolidated rule? He jiays it certainly for the s4*rvMccs rmidereil 
to him*hy the riiunici[iiility and, therefore, when he already l«iys that 
rate it will }m> a sourf'e of groat hardship to him if he is iuIIhI ujion to 
pay the scavenging tux in addition to the consididated rate. The higher 
the tax on the owner of a market, the higher would Is* the prices of the 
necessaries of life. 1 therefore suggest the omission of the clause al- 
together. There is no such provision in the existing Act. 

SHAH EYED EMDAOUL HAQ addresseii the Council in Hengaii 
in support of the motion. 

Mr. t. W. GOODE: At ]Yreseni the scavenging tax is only charged 
where animals are ke|ii in a market for sale, but it is obviously reason- 
able that it should also lie charged in the case of other markets. A great 
deal of refuse collects there, and it is a rec;ognised principle, m far as 
1 know, all over the world, that special f€*es shoub! be [laid for the removal 
of trade refuae. We think* Hir* for these reosons we shoubl have this 
elanae in the Bill. 

The motion Vaa then put and lost. 
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Mr. PREitOENTS Amendment No. 342 cannot jbe moved because 
the Government of India has not yet sanctioned it. I therefore caD npoif 
Babn Amnlya Bhone Addy to move amendments Nos. 340 and 341. 

Clauses 184 and 186. 

Eibtf AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that clauses 184 and 186 
1)6 omitted. 

We ought not to levy tax on petroleum because the existing law 
on the subject is nothing but a dead letter in the existing Act which 
provides for it. The Corporation of Calcutta has not been allowed to 
levy this tax in Calcutta. The Government of India is strongly o^Jposed 
to it. However, assuming that the Corporation gets the previous 
sanction from the Government of India still I submit that this tax 
should not be allowed U) be levied Wause if will be a tax on the poor. 
Sir, there was a time when kerosene oil was a luxury, but nowndaVvS it 
has be(M>me necessary to the poor who ust* it for lighting pur|K>Hes. 
So I apiN^al to the Hon'ble the Minister on In^half of the iK)or that this 
chapter lie omitted altogether. * 

Rli Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bthadtir: I'liis is a tax evidently meant 
against i>etroleum intended for consumption elsewhere. This is practically 
a |K)wer given to the CorjMjration to imis)s(‘ a tax on jx'troleum which 
would l)e |wissing through ('alcutta and taking all the advantages of 
the city and its prot<H*tion for the time being, but will Ih‘ consumed 
by somebcsly else in whom we are not interested. 1 do not know why 
my friend should Ih‘ so anxious to jnotect the interests of unknown 
peojde. Sir, I opjose this amendment. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: This s<Hdion is simitar to a section in the Act 
of 1889, and provides that a transit duty on petroleum {nissing through 
Calcutta should be levied on it. As a matter of fact it has never lieen 
put into force, and, it is tjuite |KJ«sihle that it will never h0t But there 
is no hann in retaining it in the Act. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Clausk 188. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that in clause 186, sub- 
olause (i), line 2, after the word ** Howrah,*’ the following words be 
inserted, namely: — 

*' or the municipalities adjoining Calcutta.” 

It will appear fnoin this clause that every cart kept or used in 
Calcutta or the Municipality of Howrah shall l)e i^stered in the 
munioipalHJr—and what about carts which are lK>pt in the adjoining 
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nuiiieipaliiies of Caleutta— wbat about tbooe in tbo Tolly^rttiife nmA 
%tpality anif the South Suburban munteiiiality P Sir, wbai ia the objaci 
of logbtiation of carta? It ia aimply to avoid ibafi. PreaunuiUy 
tbia ia the reaaon why carta are reiriatered. If a cart ia kept or |Laod 
in the ToUygu«ip> or the South Suburban municipality, then bow oan 
you protect the gootla of traders therein during tranait if their oarU aiw 
not regiatered? That is the reason why 1 want that the adioining 
munici|inlitiea should be included. 

SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ addit»as<Mi the Council in Bengali 
in aup(K)rt of the motion. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE! ('arts which come to ('nlcnttn fmm the adjoin- 
ing muni<*ip!jlitics and use ('alcutta rotids art* fairly taxable, but under 
the prewMjt Act certain i)iuiiici{NditieH with which the ('or|H>ratit»n haa 
ajHM'ial arningeuients are exemptcnl. The niuniriiu»liti(»a <d llttwrah and 
certain other plates divldt*. in fixed pro|>oitioii with (uleutta, the pro(M*e<ia 
derived from this tax. lliev ore to la* exemptetl frtun fniyment of this 
tax by a notifitation under section 188. In the etist* of muniei|iolitiea, 
which do not (tone within the agrwment, it is tjiiite reasonable that 
their t arts shtjuld Is* taxed when they come tt> Calcutta. 

Tlie int»lion was then put and lost, 

Mr. D, d. COHEN « 1 move the following : 

( )) “ That in clausi* IHOi 7), line 2r>, aftert he words ' resitlenee of the 
t)wner ’ the words * and the place where the cart is onlinarily kept * be 
inst^rttnl.” 

(2T ** That at the end of clausti* the following la* added, 

tuiiiiely, — 

* anti may at any time taincel the registration of any cart if the 
Kxeeulive Oftieer is satisfunl that there is no fixer! place 
where the cart is rmlinurily kept.* *' 

I am eonstrained to ask for the iiK lusion of these words lH*cauM* the 
nunilnT of (‘art-lifting cases are daily on the inrmim* and I think |H»ssilily 
with this infonnatHMi the fsdif e might trjiek out some of these carts. 
At the prcst'ut time I know they arc finding It very very difficult to 
trace them. 

As regards iht* second amendroeni I would suggest that if the 
Executive Officer finds that a particular cart-owner has no fixed place 
to k<*t*p his car(, be ought to have the {siwer to cancel thr* registration. 

Mr. i. W. GOODE S The first amendment is that the owner idiniild 
state the {dace where the cart is ordinarily kept, and Govenuneal is 
prepared to accept it. 
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Afi Teg&rda the second amendmeiit, we think it to be mmeceseaiy, 
as the Corporation has ample power under section 408 to down by-* 
laws regarding the condition under which a person should he permitt^ 
to own and drive a cart in Calcutiaf and I believe section 468 will meet 
the wishes of Mr. Cohen in this respect. 

That motion that in clause 186(2), line 26, after the words “ resi- 
dence of the owner the words and the place where the cart is ordi- 
narily kept be inserted was put and agreed to. 

The motion that at the end of clause 186(^) the foUowing be added, 
namely, — 

and may at any time cancel the registration of any cart if the 
Lxwutive Officer is satished that there is no fixed place where 
the cart is ordinarily kept ” 

was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


ClaUvSks 187 AND 189A. 

The following amendments standing in the names of Mr. Abdur 
Kaheem and Mr. Cohen, resjiectively, were by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn : — 

** Thai in clause 187(2)(o), line 2, for the figure ‘ 20 ’ the figure 
‘ 40 ’ l>e Hubstituted.” 

That in clause 180A(2)(r), line 1, for the words ‘ the description 
of (tart * the following be sulwtituted : — 

‘ the numlH*r assigned to the cart at the timt' of registraticwi.’ 

Rtjl RE8HEE CA8E LAW: I move that at the end of claus('> 189A 
tim following ls> addinl, namely: — 

“(4) The Corporation shall, u|x>n the application of any driver of 
a cart whos(» ticket has lieen lost or obliterated, supply such 
driver with a new ticket ujwn the payment of a fee of not more 
than two annas.’* 

The wonliiig of the Hniendiiient dearly shows its object. Surely 
there should Ik* stuue provision for issue of a new ticket and that at a 
nominal pri(*e. 

•ir, 8. W. COODEt Uovemment is pTejmred to ac(*ept the amend- 
ment in a slightly modified form. The Itaja Sahib pro|>oses that in 
the c ast* of a ticket cm a cart being lost or obliterated, a new ticket shall 
!k» supplied lo him. 1 ihink, however, we should safeguard against 
the tickets being passed c.n from one carter to another. Akhoagh the 
iiumhers will be different the identification of carters will not be an 
easy mat'ttr. 
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Thu i« iliQ *iiien4iii«iii whielt I propcMke. — 

** (4) 111© Oorpcinition niiaP u|>on th© apfiltcaiioii of »»y <!ri?or of a 
eart whose ticket has Worn© itulistiitci or ob)iteruM» supply 
such ilriver with a new ticket u|>ou the payment a fee uot 
mort^ than two annus, or when they art' Hutisfied that a tiflcei 
has Wn lost, may su|>i»ly a new ticket on (loyment of a 
like fee.** 


R«|a RE8HEE CASE LAW: I arrept the modificathm. 
The motion, as umcinlcd, was then put uini ugitHnl to. 


VtAVSK 19.1. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEAt I move that in cIuuim* IShlt f), 
line 2, for the w<>nl “ w»ven ** tht* w'onl “ fifttMOi ” Is' j*ulwtituted. 

Under clauM' Uh1, if a ratepayer fails to pay his rates within w'Ven 
days from the serviee of a notice of demand, smh sum with all ('osts 
may b(» rwiovered under u warrant. What 1 would ur|»*c is an extiui- 
eion of the tiiio^limit. It is the jKHir |Mmple mIki ^^euerally fail to pay 
their rates within the prescrilnnl iinu*, and if sonn* more tijue is allowed 
to the jMK»r ratepayers iN'forv a warrant is issued, the coinaissipn will 
he ^rreatly appiecialcd h\ Ihetii. A \\tirrun( in\ol\»*s exjs'Use to the 
ratefmyers nrrd tins j>r<H’<Mlure should Is* uvoidtMl, as far as jMissihle. 

Th6 Hon*blo Sir SURENORA NATH BANERdEA: 1 op]Hrse this 

amentiiiient. This has Insui the |)ni<’tice all along’. It has never Issut 
the suhject-mattci of any ciuiiplaint ; so there is no n*aHon why the 
time-Iijiiit shouhi Is* extended. 

The motion was then put aiwl lo.st. 


(T\rsK 1%. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: 1 move that in rlmise 196, 
line 1, after the word ** make” the wrmls “ in the [ireserieo of two 
witiiesmv *’ Ik^ ins«‘rted. 

TIm Hon’iilt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAt To save time, 
8ir, I may say that (iovernmeiit is pie|iare<l Ui accept the unoMidmcnt. 
The motion was then put ami ugret^l to. 


Umi'sk 292. 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEAl I move (hut in ehius<4 292, 
proviso, line 2, for the word ** year ** the wortl ** quarter ” W sulh 
tttituied. 
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(Section 202 makes the purchaiier of any land or building liable for 
, the payment of rates due to the Corporation for a period *of one yea# 
prior to the date of the purchase. If a person purchases a property in 
if^norance of the fac t that the previous owner was in default, I do not 
se^^ why he should be penaliised. It very rarely happens that the -rates 
remain un{>aid for as long as one year, and I do not see why a purchaser 
should he jiunished for his ignorance. I suggest that the period for 
which rates should be demanded from the new purchaser should not 
be more than a quarter. 

The Hoit’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: On behalf of 
(ioeniment I desire to opiKise the amendment. That has l)een the law 
all along; there has been no inconvenience. Any )H»rson who purchases 
a projK^rty ought to look alioat a liltle and find out if there are any 
rates outslanding in regard to it or not. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

CL.\ltSKS 2M, 217 AND 211>. 

The following motions were, by leave of the ('ouncil, withdrawn: — 

“ That clause 213 be omitted.'’ 

“ That in clause 217 (/) (a), line 1, before the word ‘ filtered ’ the 
words ‘ wholesome ’ be inserted.” 

” That in clause 219, lines 2 and 3, for the wonls ‘ and, if the Cor- 
jioratiiui so direct, also in the filtered water system ’ be omitted.” 


Clai.sk 220. 

In the absence of Ilabu datindra Nath Hasu, Mr. Cohen moved that 
in clause 22t), line 3, for the word ” forty,” ami wlierever else it 
occurs in this clause, the won! ” forty-five ” be substituted. 

So far as filtered water supply is coni'cmed, 40-feet pi'essure means 
water going up Ui the height of a three-st.oried house but where un- 
filtered wah'r is concerned, it has to l)e storeii in tanks jilaced on (ho 
torraeo; and so 4()-feet pressure in these casc^, means no btdter than a 
31-feot pressurt' Weuuso whether a house is 32 feet high or 40 feet high 
it means that water WMnild 'only go up to tiie stM*ond story. At 
prew'iit with a low water pressure water must needs lie pumped up 
to the height of a third story by means of a pump. To ensure water 
reaching to a three-storied house as is the ca.se with filtered water, I 
move my amendment that there lie an obligation on the Corporaimn to 
provide a pressure of 45-feet instead of 40-feet, in their unfiltered 
water sxuvtply. 
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Tk« loUowing motion ww, by loovo of the Coundl, withdrawn 
* ** Thai in ckitee 220 , mond i^Mnngraph, |)etiiiltitiiat« line, the 

words * etreet-wttterinir, drain-dushing ur * be omitted.** 

BaN AMULYA DHONI ADDYs I wov© that the proviso to eliAke 
220 be omitted. 

lender this olausi? the i>ressurt‘ of filteriHi water shall be continuous 
and not less than 40 fwt and undt*r the piovisu the Ortaiialion by a 
resolution of two-thirds of fouiirillors may authorise a lower pressure 
in any case, where, owing to causes over which the C't>r]H)rution have 
no contitil, or hy ifus(»ij tif other circumstatu'es, it is impt'tu'ticahlc to 
secure tlie pressure of 4tl 1 Vh 4, Sir, 1 admit that then' im> certain 
Biifcguards in it. I Is'g to subiiiit that under Uie existing Act the 
iniuiiuum pressure of filteitnl water is 4tt ft'ei. Sir, supply of filtered 
water is to Is' KMilinuoUs. Ihit I beg draw (he attention of tho 
Utmse to the rtnil state of things. In the Scmtheiu ]«irl of t'aleutta, 
siMM’ially in the uieu lying to the w^^si of lolly’s Nullah, the suppl;^ of 
filteied water is not confinuoUH, and we do m»t nftually |p‘l a single 
drop of wiilor during ini<l-duy, when it is urgtuitl) requiriHl, and even 
in the nuuning when tin* privisure is at its height, the utaximtiin pies- 
sun* is only 15 feet. While in the area south of the Jloal (’anal there 
is no pre^Mire at all. Therefore, I siilimit that it should 1 m* made iii- 
(•umlM*nl on the (’orporatioii to k<*ep up the luiniiuuin pressure of 4d fi*et. 
They realize taxes from all peis<»ns irresjMM-tive of pressure of filleitHl 
water. Theiefoie, is it <M]uilulile that the (’or|Mmition should milixe 
the full rate hut shouhl not provide tor iidtH|uate supply of it to alll* 
In certain haalitii's then* is even no supply of filtered w*ater. 

Mr* J*RE8IOENTs 1 <l(Miot <[uite follow the hon'ble lueiulier’s argu- 
ment. Is there any relevancy of the memlx'r's reference to the urea 
on the other side of the Hout (’anal to the prestmt motion}' 

BMm AMULYA OHONE ADDYs Yes, Sir. Tiio ami to the south 
^ of the Boat (’anal is a part and parcel oi t’Mcultu. Sir, there is no 
sin b cum[»laint in regard to the noitheni lairt o( the town. The mini- 
mum priMisuix* shouhl Is* 40 feet ami still the f’orjMUation huM fuibnl to 
discharge its duty, and hy the iiicluHom of them* words it w ill Ik* iticliiiiNi 
to do so all the more. 1 have iepreH4*ute«l the non-offii ial view' of the 
quMion. Now’ I draw your attention to (lie official opinion, vix., the 
opinion of the StHTetary of the Public Works Department of the (lov- 
errmient itself. It says: — 

The snniiwsm prewfurc w|uiv»lcnt to 40 which hi the sains ni that laid 
down in the existing Ai-i, which ws« framed 30 years ago. when tlicre were few 
ImiWiiigs mare than two stories in height, is iiunthcicnt to meet present c ondithmi. 
Further, the proviso in the last paragraph of the danse rendert this ' mtnimura 
neanittgleis. At the preaent time the preMura in many of the filtered wstai*. 
nuitns is not more than 30 feet; and in wme as low as ten feet ami less. The 
rweiilt of the UttsUfyitig clause would be Uiat ibe pressure of 40 feet instead of Kwfl 
tieatod at a minimum ” would come to be nsmided « 
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Therefore, having regard to the non*o£Bcial opinion and al«o having 
regard to ofBcial opinion — the opinion of experts — I beg to submit thalP 
this proviso should be omitted altogether. The Corporation should be 
enforced to keep up a continuous supply of filtered, water with a 
minimum pressure of 40 feet in every part of Calcutta, otherwise the 
rate of mortality from cholera will go up further and further. 

Mr. D. 4 . COHEN: 1 oppose the amendment. I am surprised to 
see that a municipal commissioner with the experience of Babu Amulya 
Dhone Addy bringing forward an amendment of this kind. We know 
very well tliat the present water-supply scheme ujxin which the Cwpora- 
tion has emliarked provides for u inessure of water of only 40 feet within 
the [Mesent town area. Now we aie going to add large areas, r.p., 
Muniktala, (kwsipur-tMiitpiur, Garden Reach, and a |X)(rtion of ToUy- 
“gurige, and thus it may not Ih» ]M>Hsible for the Corporation to main- 
tain a uniform pressure of 40 feet everywhere. Besides the Oirpora- 
tion have fixed two saleguards whiuh are very useful end ought to 
Kalisly every ixnvsonable jhmhoii. For this r(*ason 1 think this proviso 
is absolutely necessary. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: T must say 
tlml 1 am very iiiucJi in syiu|>athy with the amendment of Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. ('ohen reiioinmends that should nxlopt a pressure of 45 feet. 
Under the existing law^ the pressure is 40 feet. Mr. Cohen knows as 
well us I <1(> that it is difficidt to keep the pisNsure up t 4 ) 40 feet, and 
then with tlu^ added lueivs and the extension of the iKmndurii^s of (^ib utta 
it would he very diltieult to keep it even up to 40 hvt. Will it not 
im|K>se an idniof^t impossiUle »resi»onsihility ujK>n tlie Coiixmition ? 
Mr. Cohen himself is a meinW of the ('orporation and he knows it 
very well. 1 cannot, therefore, accept his amendment. 

As regards the amendmcMit of my friend, Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy, 
the existing law gives the Cor|H»ration jxiwer to reduce the pressure. 
Thc^ GcMiend CommitttHi has that power and now we are only tightening 
up that |K>wor by making it obtigaiory uiM>n it to sue that the reduc- 
tion of thc> |m»HHure has been upi>roved of by a twcvthirds majority of 
the commissioners pix'seiit, and under the s)x»c ial circ umstanc'es set forth 
in the section. 

For these renson.s I am unable to attempt the ameiulments which 
have Is'on moved. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

• Cl.AOKK 223. 

The following amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn t 

** That in clause 223(2)(tri, linos 3 and 4, the words ‘ which am 
not kepl*for profit or hire ’ ho omitted.'* 
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« AMULYA DHONE AOOY t 1 move that clause 224 be 

omitted. 

Under this clause, wher<' tilteriHl water is siipiditHi for any pur^uiie 
oilier "than domestic, tJie ('or|»oi*athiu may at any time out off tins 
supply. 1 be|f to Kuhmit that this clause should lx* omittfHl altogether. 
This omission is also rtM'tun mended hy the ('or|x)rtition itaelf. 

Mr. S« W. GOODE S May 1 ask if Mr. Addy would act'ept the next 
amendment which stands in the name of Mr. (\»hen which (lovernnwmt 
is prejiared to accept ^ 

Blbll AMULYA DHONE ADOYs I uiH'«*pl Mr. ('(»heirs amendment 
and withdraw mine. 

The motion standing in the name of Hahn Amulya Dhone Addy was 
then, hy leave of the ('ouncil, w*itlulrawn. 

The following amendmeiit was then put and ngns'd to:-~- 

Mft 0« tie COHEN* ** That for claust* 224, tin* follovi'ing lx* sule 
stitut^nl, namely : — 

‘ A supply of filtered water for pui|>o.m»s other than ilomestic ptir- 
{Mises shall lx> made u)nui sucli terms and crkiiditions a.s to 
jKiyment and <|Uttntit\ and foi such ixtiihI as the (W|s»ra* 
tion may think tit.’ ” 

('l.Al HK 225. 

Ila}a RESHEE CASE LAW: 1 move that in ( lausc 225, lines 'I alid 
4, for the words “ fifteen htnidre<l ” the wortU “ four thousand '* 
sulmtituted. 

I would strongly urge not t<» less^Mi the quantity of tillered water 
supplied jwr rujxxi to jirenUHes. It would mean only that isHijde wmII 
be rompcdleil t4» use (he unfiltere<l water for domestic pur]M)seN wliicdi 
is certainly very ohj<*< lionuhle. I f<s*l, Imwevcr, the ditliciilly in which 
the municijiality i.s at pies4*nt phosn! ; hut that should not U‘ any reason 
for limiting the (juantity in the Ai t. It would r<‘ully tend to make the 
iuunici(iality more lukewonn in the mutter r»f improvement which me 
so urgently neede^l in this direi tion. 

SHAH EYED EMDAOUL HAQ addressed the fotincil in Ilengah 
in support of the motion. * 

Or* FRAMATHAMATH BANERdEA* T move the following: — 

(1) “That in clause 225 lines 3 and 4, for the words ‘ fifteen 
hundred ’ the words * threi* thommnd ' W* siihstitiited.” 


k fin 
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(2) That in claase 225, proviso (a), for the word * twenty.five * 
in line 4 the word ‘ fifty * be substituted, and for the word ‘ fifty ’ in 
lino 4 the words * one hundrwl ’ be substituted.*’ ^ 

The object of my first amendment is to increase the minimum and 
inalimum quantity of filtered water to W supplied by the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

The object of my second amemlment is also the same. The habits 
of Hindus and Muhammadans are such that more water is needed in 
their case than in the (^a.se of Europ<*ans. 1 would, therefore, urjfe 
that the minimum water-siip|)ly to the ]>(‘ople of (\ilcutta l)e raised. 
It ini^rht be said that if the minimum is raised, then there is likely to 
be much waste, and it is quite jK)ssil>le. Hut the other side of the ease 
is so very imjiortunt that I would strongly uij^’e the fixing* of the mini- 
mum at fift«*en hundred and the maximum at three thousand. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move the following;-- 

(1) “ That in qlau«^ 225, lines *1 and 4, for the words ‘ fifteen 
hundred ’ the words * two thousand ’ be substituted.” 

(2) '* Thai in clause 225, proviso (o), line, 4 for the words ‘ twenty- 
five, or more than fifty ’ the word ‘ twenty ’ Ik* substituted.” 

Under the existing Act a iK‘rson is enfitbsl to 4, (KM) gallons of water 
|S‘r every ru|»ee of (he W'ater-ra(e paid, but h«*ie it is stated that a iktsoii 
will get only 1,5(MI gallons for evruy rupee of the consolidated rate jwid. 
This cluusi' corres|H>nds to the law under the exrsting Act. Hut I Ireg 
to submit that the quantity of water which a [vrson is entitled to get 
should 1 h' inereaM*d. So 1 woubl suggest that it should Ik' increased 
from 1,500 to 2, (MM) gallons ih^i ru|>t*e. I sulunit that ('abutta s is a 
hot (liiiiate and the Hindus consume more water than Christians for 
they have to idiserve religious ceremonies month by month. These 
p«M>ple are obligi'd to eonsume more water and iilno to fniy tax in acldi- 
ti(»n to the water-rate. The Cor|H>iation has already sanctioned a scheme 
for improving the water-supply ami I do not. therefore, st^e any reason 
why the extra quantity should not Is* allowt*<l. 

As regards amendment No. 374 I suggest to suhstitute for the 
words ” twenty-five or more than fifty ” the words “ tw<*nty gallons.” 
Sir. under the existing A<'t there is no ie.slrietion — neither a minimum 
nor a maximum. Sir, a |x*rson is entitled to get sufiieient quantity of 
W’uter in aeconlanee W'ith the valuation of his projierty. Hut, Sir, the 
(\>r|Hmition has resclvtHl that the minimum sujiply may be 20 gallone 
j)er bead inespeetive of the valuation of the property. What is the 
result y The innrple of the northern division of Calcutta have been 
getting sutfi< ient filtered water at the cost cd the peojde of the soiitbem 
division 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS I would remind the hun’hle member that it in 

no u»e rejieatinff bi.s Hta<emeutM. It eaii Im» done in a rourde of worda* 

• • 

Bibll AMULYA DHONE ADOY: Sir, if we aeoept the sufrtreaiioiui 
cotiiuiruHi in the Rill on this suhjtvt the leault w(»uld Ik' that >the 
pressiire of filtered walei in the S4>tithern diNisioii will Im* tnulerially 
less than what it is even now. It may U* said that tin* supply of filtertMl 
water is jiroiri^^ to W inneastsl ven s«hui. hut. Sir. it will lake not lean 
than w'ven years. Within thest* seven years the {MH>[ile will nut jfet 
any increas4*d supply of water. At present tlieh* is no surh luaximuiti 
as leffatds the suppl\. It is only Inised on the Mtluation <d the pmjM»rty. 

Then why do \ou put down a iimxiiiiuni limit td waler-supplv y Now 

there is no maximum — no limit — re^^anlinj^ amount of rates and lux»»a, 
Vidin^ strenj^^th 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We must adhen* to the i»oint of the matter under 
di.seusHioii. Vtdin^r strength has nolhinjj to «lo with flu* ipH'stion here. 
Please try to he ( oiieisi* and to the jioint. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: If we inenni.se the supi»ly of water 
from ‘^0 to '-Ji*) ^Mlhuis per head it will Im* an injustiee to the jieople of 
the s<iutherii i»ar( (»f t'ah utta. If we put a n*slri(tn»n and fix a iimxi- 
tnuin at hi) ^^alloiis it will Im* <|oin^ injuslne t(» Uhhi* |ietsons who have 
lM*en payin^^ ln*a\ v taxes. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: It is ul wu\s a pleusuie to Im* aide to witii 

Mr. Addy and we .s»‘ldoiii have that pleasiiie He savs that t'hetla 

Would sutler if the free allowaiiee |m*i hea<l is laised and 1 entirel\ aKree. 

All the amendments undei this ( laiise i^mot tin* ta< t that the 
present Act ^j^ives LtMIt) ^*^allons of walei to a jierson |M*r tujM*4* of water- 
late. •Now tlie uatei-iate is levied at 5 oi tj jm*!' 11 * 111 . and (he <*onsoli* 
daU’d rate at HH jM*i rent ; s<» 1, 5(1(1 gallons f(»i e\ei\ iupi*e o( (he 
rate is worth ratlier iiu>re than t.tMMt j^alloiis for every 
rujiee (»f the irairr-rutr. Artuall\. theri‘fote, a l»ous*‘liohler will )ret a 
more lilM*ral allowance of watc*i undei the* pn^sent Hill, ev«‘n when the 
allowance is det4*jmjneil h> the Hist jmiH of this claiisi*. Hut in |»rue- 
tice it will Im* the* pc/ co///fo latnui which will ordinal ilv govern the 
frt*»e alio wan c'O. 

The motions w<*ie then put and lost. 

The followin^^ aiiieiidnient standing; in (he name of Rai Mithendra 
Chandra Milra Hahadur was. in (he ahseiue of (he memlM*r, deemed 
to la* w ithdrawn ; — 

“ Tliat III claufic* j>ro\iso («). line I. for the word * fifty ’ (ho 

word ' eighty ’ Im* suhstituted.'’ 

Atfjoumfiwfit* 

The Council wa.s then adjoiirmsl till H v.u. on Monday, the 26th 
F<»Kniflrv. Ilr23. at the Town Hall. Calcutta. 
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